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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION 

 

It is with considerable diffidence that I publish these pages; the subject with 

which they deal is so vast, and I have had to prosecute it under circumstances so 

disadvantageous, that I can hope but for small measure of success. When I may 

be better equipped for the task, and after further study has enabled me to fill up 

the gaps
1
 left in the present work, I hope to make it a more worthy contribution 

to this neglected department of Muhammadan history; and to this end I shall be 

deeply grateful for the criticisms and corrections of any scholars who may deign 

to notice the book. To such I would say in the words of St. Augustine : " Qui 

hæc legens dicit, intelligo quidem quid dictum sit, sed non vere dictum est; 

asserat ut placet sen-tentiam suam, et redarguat meam, si potest. Quod si cum 

caritate et veritate fecerit, mihique etiam (si in hac vita maneo) cognoscendum 

facere curaverit, uberrimum fructum laboris huius mei cepero."
2
  

As I can neither claim to be an authority nor a specialist on any of the periods 

of history dealt with in this book, and as many of the events referred to therein 

have become matter for controversy, I have given full references to the sources 

consulted; and here I have thought it better to err on the side of excess rather 

than that of defect. I have myself suffered so much inconvenience and wasted so 

much time in hunting up references to books indicated in some obscure or 

unintelligible manner, that I would desire to spare others a similar annoyance; 

and while to the general reader I may appear guilty of pedantry, I may perchance 

save trouble to some scholar who wishes to test the accuracy of a statement or 

pursue any part of the subject further. 

The scheme adopted in this book for the transliteration of Arabic words is that 

laid down by the Transliteration Committee of the Tenth International Congress 

of Orientalists, held at Geneva in 1894, with the exception that the last letter of 

the article is assimilated to the so-called solar letters. In the case of geographical 

names this scheme has not been so rigidly applied—in many instances because I 

could not discover the original Arabic form of the word, in others (e.g. Mecca, 

Medina), because usage has almost created for them a prescriptive title. 

Though this work is confessedly, as explained in the Introduction, a record of 

missionary efforts and not a history of persecutions,
3
 I have endeavoured to be 

strictly impartial and to conform to the ideal laid down by the Christian 

historian
4
 who chronicled the successes of the Ottomans and the fall of 

Constantinople : οϋτε πρός χάριν οϋτε πρός φθόνον, ảλλ’ ούδέ πρός μĩσος ή καί 

πρός εϋνοιαν συγγράφειν χρεών έστι τόν σνγγράφοντα, άλλ’ ίστορίας μόνον 

χάριν καί τοΰ μή λήθης βυθώ παραδοθήναι, ήν ό χρόνος οίδε γεννάν, τήν 

                                                           
1
 E.g. The spread of Islam in Sicily and the missionary labours of the numerous Muslim saints.  

2
 De Trinitate, i. 5.  (Migne, tom. Xlii, p.823.) 

3
 Accordingly the reader will find no account of the recent history of Armenia or Crete, or indeed of any part 

of the empire of the Turks during the present century—a period singularly barren of missionary enterprise 

on their part.  
4
 Phrantzes, p. 5. 
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION 

 

The first edition of this book having been out of print for several years and 

frequent inquiries having been made for copies, this new edition has been 

prepared and an effort has been made to revise the work in the light of the fresh 

materials that have accumulated during the last sixteen years; but I can make no 

claim to have made myself acquainted with the whole of the vast literature on 

the subject, in upwards of ten different languages, which has been published 

during this interval. The growing interest in Islam and the various branches of 

study connected with it, may be estimated from the fact that since 1906 five 

periodicals have made their appearance devoted to investigations cognate to the 

subject-matter of the present work, viz. Revue du Monde Musulman, publiée 

par La Mission Scientifique du Maroc (Paris, 1906- ); Der Islam, Zeitschrift für 

Geschichte und Kultur des islamischen Orients (Strassburg, 1910- ); The 

Moslem World, a quarterly review of current events, literature, and thought 

among Mohammedans, and the progress of Christian Missions in Moslem lands 

(London, 1911- ); Mir Islama (St. Petersburg, 1912- ); and Die Welt des Islams, 

Zeitschrift der deutschen Gesellschaft für Islamkunde (Berlin, 1913— ). The 

Christian missionary societies are also now devoting increased attention to the 

subject of Muslim missionary activity and accordingly it takes up a 

proportionately larger place in their publications than before. 

This second edition would have been completed several years ago but for the 

illiberal policy which closes the Reading Room of the British Museum at 7 

o'clock and has thus made it practically inaccessible to me except on Saturdays.
1
 

I therefore desire to express my grateful thanks to those friends who have 

facilitated my labours by the loan of books from the Libraries of the University 

of Leiden and the University of Utrecht (through the kind offices of Professor 
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Oldham, editor of The International Review of Missions, I am indebted for the 

loan of volumes of the Allgemeine Missions-Zeitschrift, a set of which I have 

been unable to find in London; my thanks are specially due to Dr. F. W. 

Thomas, who has allowed me to study for lengthy periods (along with other 

books from the India Office Library) the monumental Annali dell' Islam by 

Leone Caetani, Principe di Teano,—a work of inestimable value for the early 

history of Islam, but unfortunately placed out of the reach of the average scholar 

by reason of its great cost. 

I am also much indebted for several valuable indications to those scholars who 

reviewed the book when it first appeared,—above all, to Professor Goldziher, 

whose sympathetic interest in this work has encouraged me to continue it. 

London, 1913. 

                                                           
1
 The Student of the literatue of Science or of the fine Arts finds the libaries at South Kensington open till 10 

o'clock on three evenings every week, but the one library in this country that aims at any completeness is 

available only to such students as are at leisure during the day-time. 
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THE PREACHING OF ISLAM 

 

CHAPTER  I. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Ever since Professor Max Müller delivered his lecture in Westminster 

Abbey, on the day of intercession for missions, in December, 1873, it has been a 

literary commonplace, that the six great religions of the world may be divided 

into missionary and non-missionary; under the latter head fall Judaism, 

Brahmanism and Zoroastrianism, and under the former Buddhism, Christianity 

and Islam; and he well defined what the term,—a missionary religion,—should 

be taken to mean, viz. one " in which the spreading of the truth and the 

conversion of unbelievers are raised to the rank of a sacred duty by the founder 

or his immediate successors. ... It is the spirit of truth in the hearts of believers 

which cannot rest, unless it manifests itself in thought, word and deed, which is 

not satisfied till it has carried its message to every human soul, till what it 

believes to be the truth is accepted as the truth by all members of the human 

family.”
1
 

It is such a zeal for the truth of their religion that has inspired the 

Muhammadans to carry with them the message of Islam to the people of every 

land into which they penetrate, and that justly claims for their religion a place 

among those we term missionary. It is the history of the birth of this missionary 

zeal, its inspiring forces and the modes of its activity that forms the subject of 

the following pages. The 200 millions of Muhammadans scattered over the 

world at the present day are evidences of its workings through the length of 

thirteen centuries. 

The doctrines of this faith were first proclaimed to the people of Arabia in 

the seventh century, by a prophet under whose banner their scattered tribes 

became a nation; and filled with the pulsations of this new national life, and 

with a fervour and enthusiasm that imparted an almost invincible strength to 

their armies, they poured forth over three continents to conquer and 

subdue. Syria, Palestine, Egypt, North Africa and Persia were the first to fall 

before them, and pressing westward to Spain and eastward beyond the Indus, 

the followers of the Prophet found themselves, one hundred years after his 

death, masters of an empire greater than that of Rome at the zenith of its 

power. 

Although in after years this great empire was split up and the political 

power of Islam diminished, still its spiritual conquests went on 
                                                           

1 A note on Mr. Lyall's article: "Missionary Religions."    Fortnightly Review, July, 1874. 
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uninterruptedly. When the Mongol hordes sacked Baghdād (A.D. 1258) and 

drowned in blood the faded glory of the ‘Abbāsid dynasty,—when the Muslims 

were expelled from Cordova by Ferdinand of Leon and Castile (A.D. 1236), and 

Granada, the last stronghold of Islam in Spain, paid tribute to the Christian 

king,—Islam had just gained a footing in the island of Sumatra and was just 

about to commence its triumphant progress through the islands of the Malay 

Archipelago. In the hours of its political degradation, Islam has achieved some 

of its most brilliant spiritual conquests : on two great historical occasions, 

infidel barbarians have set their feet on the necks of the followers of the 

Prophet,—the Saljūq Turks in the eleventh and the Mongols in the thirteenth 

century,—and in each case the conquerors have accepted the religion of the 

conquered. Unaided also by the temporal power, Muslim missionaries have 

carried their faith into Central Africa, China and the East India Islands. 

At the present day the faith of Islam extends from Morocco to Zanzibar, from 

Sierra Leone to Siberia and China, from Bosnia to New Guinea. Outside the 

limits of strictly Muhammadan countries and of lands, such as China and 

Russia, that contain a large Muhammadan population, there are some few 

small communities of the followers of the Prophet, which bear witness to 

the faith of Islam in the midst of unbelievers. Such are the Polish-speaking 

Muslims of Tatar origin in Lithuania, that inhabit the districts of Kovno, 

Vilno and Grodno;
1
 the Dutch-speaking Muslims of Cape Colony; and the 

Indian coolies that have carried the faith of Islam with them to the West 

India Islands and to British and Dutch Guiana. In recent years, too, Islam 

has found adherents in England, in North America, Australia and Japan. 

The spread of this faith over so vast a portion of the globe is due to various 

causes, social, political and religious : but among these, one of the most 

powerful factors at work in the production of this stupendous result, has been 

the unremitted labours of Muslim missionaries, who, with the Prophet himself 

as their great ensample, have spent themselves for the conversion of 

unbelievers. 

The duty of missionary work is no after-thought in the history of Islam, but 

was enjoined on believers from the beginning, as may be judged from the 

following passages in the Qur'ãn,—which are here quoted in chronological 

order according to the date of their being delivered. 

" Summon thou to the way of thy Lord with wisdom and with kindly 

warning : dispute with them in the kindest manner, (xvi. 126.) 

" They who have inherited the Book after them (i.e. the Jews and Christians), 

are in perplexity of doubt concerning it. 

" For this cause summon thou (them to the faith), and walk uprightly therein 

as thou hast been bidden, and follow not their desires : and say : In 

whatsoever Books God hath sent down do I believe : I am commanded to 

decide justly between you : God is your Lord and our Lord : we have our works 
                                                           

1  Reclus, vol. v. p, 433; Gasztowtt, p. 320 sqq. 
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and you have your works : between us and you let there be no strife : God 

will make us all one : and to Him shall we return." (xlii. 13-14.) 

Similar injunctions are found also in the Medinite Sūrahs, delivered at a 

time when Muhammad was at the head of a large army and at the height of 

his power. 

" Say to those who have been given the Book and to the ignorant, Do you 

accept Islam ? Then, if they accept Islam, are they guided aright: but if 

they turn away, then thy duty is only preaching; and God's eye is on His 

servants. (iii. 19.) 

" Thus God clearly showeth you His signs that perchance ye may be guided; 

" And that there may be from among you a people who invite to the Good, and 

enjoin the Just, and forbid the Wrong; and these are they with whom it shall 

be well. (iii. 99-100.) 

" To every people have We appointed observances which they observe. 

Therefore let them not dispute the matter with thee, but summon them to thy 

Lord : Verily thou art guided aright : 

“ But if they debate with thee, then say : God best knoweth what ye do!”  

(xxii. 66-67.) 

The following passages are taken from what is generally supposed to be the 

last Sūrah that was delivered. 

" If any one of those who join gods with God ask an asylum of thee, grant 

him an asylum in order that he may hear the word of God; then let him reach 

his place of safety." (ix. 6.) 

With regard to the unbelievers who had broken their plighted word, who " 

sell the signs of God for a mean price and turn others aside from His way," 

and " respect not with a believer either ties of blood or good faith," . . .  it is 

said :— 

" Yet if they turn to God and observe prayer and give alms, then are  they 

your brothers in the faith : and We make clear the signs for men of 

knowledge." (ix. II) 

Thus from its very inception Islam has been a missionary religion, both in 

theory and in practice, for the life of Muḥ ammad exemplifies the same 

teaching, and the Prophet himself stands at the head of a long series of 

Muslim missionaries who have won an entrance for their faith into the 

hearts of unbelievers. Moreover it is not in the cruelties of the persecutor or 

the fury of the fanatic that we should look for the evidences of the 

missionary spirit of Islam, any more than in the exploits of that mythical 

personage, the Muslim warrior with sword in one hand and Qur'an in the 

other,
1
 —but in the quiet, unobtrusive labours of the preacher and the trader 

                                                           

1 This misinterpretation of the Muslim wars of conquest has arisen from the assumption that wars waged for the 

extension of Muslim domination over the lands of the unbelievers implied that the aim in view was their 

conversion. Goldziher has well pointed out this distinction in his Vorlesungen ũber den Islam : '' Was 

Muḥ ammed zünachst in seinem arabischen Umkreise getan, das hinterlässt er als Testament für die Zukunft 

seiner Gemeinde: Bekämpfung der Ungläubigen, die Ausbreitung nicht so sehr des Glaubens als seiner 
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who have carried their faith into every quarter of the globe. Such peaceful 

methods of preaching and persuasion were not adopted, as some would have 

us believe, only when political circumstances made force and violence 

impossible or impolitic, but were most strictly enjoined in numerous 

passages of the Qur'ān, as follows :— 

"And endure what they say with patience, and depart from them with a 

decorous departure. 

"And let Me alone with the gainsayers, rich in the pleasures (of this life); 

and bear thou with them yet a little while. (lxxiii. IO-II.) 

"(My) sole (work) is preaching from God and His message. (lxxii. 24.) 

"Tell those who have believed to pardon those who hope not for the days of 

God in which He purposeth to recompense men according to their deserts. 

(xlv. 13.) 

"They who had joined other gods with God say, ‘Had He pleased, neither 

we nor our forefathers had worshipped aught but Him; nor had we, apart 

from Him, declared anything unlawful.’ Thus acted they who were 

before them. Yet is the duty of the apostles other than plain-spoken 

preaching? (xvi. 37.) 

" Then if they turn their backs, still thy office is only plain-spoken preaching, 

(xvi. 84.) 

" Dispute ye not, unless in kindliest sort, with the people of the Book; save with 

such of them as have dealt wrongfully (with you) : and say ye, ‘We believe in 

what has been sent down to us and hath been sent down to you. Our God and 

your God is one, and to Him are we self-surrendered.’ (xxix. 45.) 

" But if they turn aside from thee, yet We have not sent thee to be guardian over 

them. ‘Tis thine but to preach. (xlii. 47.) 

" But if thy Lord had pleased, verily all who are in the world would have 

believed together. Wilt thou then compel men to become believers ? (x. 99.) 

" And we have not sent thee otherwise than to mankind at large, to announce 

and to warn." (xxxiv. 27.) 

Such precepts are not confined to the Meccan Sūrahs, but are found in 

abundance also in those delivered at Medina, as follows :— 

" Let there be no compulsion in religion.    (ii. 257.) 

" Obey God and obey the apostle; but if ye turn away, yet  is our apostle only 

charged with plain-spoken preaching.    (lxiv. 12.) 

 " Obey God and obey the apostle : but if ye turn back, still the burden of his 

duty is on him only, and the burden of your duty rests on you.    And if ye obey 

him, ye shall have guidance : but plain preaching is all that devolves upon the 

apostle. (xxiv. 53.)  

"Say:  O men!   I am only your plain-spoken (open) warner. (xxii. 48.)  

                                                                                                                                                                                     

Machtsphäre, die die Machtsphäre Allahs ist. Es ist dabei den Kämpfern des Islams zunächst nicht so sehr  um 

Bekehrung als um Unterwerfung der Ungläubigen zu tun."  (p. 25.) 
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"Verily We have sent thee to be a witness and a herald of good and a warner,  

"That ye may believe on God and on His apostle; and may assist Him and 

honour Him, and praise Him morning and evening.    (xlviii. 8-9.)  

"Thou wilt not cease to discover the treacherous ones among them, except a few 

of them.    But forgive them and pass it over.   Verily, God loveth those who act 

generously."    (v. 16.) 

 

It is the object of the following pages to show how this ideal was realised in 

history and how these principles of missionary activity were put into practice 

by the exponents of Islam. And at the outset the reader should clearly 

understand that this work is not intended to be a history of Muhammadan 

persecutions but of Muhammadan missions —it does not aim at chronicling the 

instances of forced conversions which may be found scattered up and down 

the pages of Muhammadan histories. European writers have taken such care 

to accentuate these, that there is no fear of their being forgotten, and they do 

not strictly come within the province of a history of missions. In a history of 

Christian missions we should naturally expect to hear more of the labours of 

St. Liudger and St. Willehad among the pagan Saxons than of the baptisms 

that Charlemagne forced them to undergo at the point of the sword.
1
 The 

true missionaries of Denmark were St. Ansgar and his successors rather than 

King Cnut, who forcibly rooted out paganism from his dominions.
2
 Abbot 

Gottfried and Bishop Christian, though less successful in converting the pagan 

Prussians, were more truly representative of Christian missionary work than the 

Brethren of the Sword and other Crusaders who brought their labours to 

completion by means of fire and sword. The knights of the “Ordo fratrum 

militiæ Christi” forced Christianity on the people of Livonia, but it is not to 

these militant propagandists but to the monks Meinhard and Theodoric that we 

should point as being the true missionaries of the Christian faith in this 

country. The violent means sometimes employed by the Jesuit missionaries
3
 

cannot derogate from the honour due to St. Francis Xavier and other 

preachers of the same order. Nor is Valentyn any the less the apostle of 

Amboyna because in 1699 an order was promulgated to the Rajas of this 

island that they should have ready a certain number of pagans to be 

baptised, when the pastor came on his rounds.
4
 

In the history of the Christian church missionary activity is seen to be 

intermittent, and an age of apostolic fervour may be succeeded by a period of 

apathy and indifference, or persecution and forced conversion may take the 
                                                           

1 See Enhardi Fuldensis Annales, A.D. 777. "Saxones post multas cædes et varia bella afflicti, tandem christiani 

effecti, Francorum dicioni subduntur." G. H. Pertz: Monumenta Germaniæ Historica, vol. i. p. 349. (See also pp. 

156, 159.)  

2" Turn zelo propagandæ fidei succensus, barbara regna iusto certamine aggressus, devictas subditasque nationes 

christianæ legi subiugavit." (Breviarium Romanum. Iun. 19.) 

   

3 Mathurin Veyssière de la Croze: Histoire du Christianisme des Indes, pp- 529-531.  (The Hague, 1724.) 
4 Revue de 1'Histoire des Religions, vol. xi. p. 89. 
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place of the preaching of the Word; so likewise does the propaganda of Islam 

in various epochs of Muhammadan history ebb and flow. But since the zeal 

of proselytising is a distinct feature of either faith, its missionary history may 

fittingly be singled out as a separate branch of study, not as excluding other 

manifestations of the religious life but as concentrating attention on an aspect 

of it that has special characteristics of its own. Thus the annals of propaganda 

and persecution may be studied apart from one another, whether in the 

history of the Christian or the Muslim church, though in both they may be at 

times commingled. For just as the Christian faith has not always been propa-

gated by the methods adopted in Viken (the southern part of Norway) by 

King Olaf Trygvesson, who either slew those who refused to accept 

Christianity, or cut off their hands or feet, or drove them into banishment, 

and in this manner spread the Christian faith throughout the whole of Viken,
1
 

—and just as the advice of St. Louis has not been made a principle of 

Christian missionary work,— " When a layman hears the Christian law ill 

spoken of, he should not defend that law save with his sword, which he 

should thrust into the infidel's belly, as far as it will go,"
2
 —so there have 

been Muslim missionaries who have not been guided in their propagandist 

methods by the savage utterance of Marwān, the last of the ‘Umayyad 

caliphs : " Whosoever among the people of Egypt does not enter into my 

religion and pray as I pray and follow my tenets, I will slay and crucify him."
3
 

Nor are al-Mutawakkil, al-Hākim and Tīpū Sultān to be looked upon as typical 

missionaries of Islam to the exclusion of such preachers as Mawlānā Ibrāhīm, the 

apostle of Java, Khwājah Mu‘īn al-Dīn Chishtī in India and countless others 

who won converts to the Muslim faith by peaceful means alone. 

      But though a clear distinction can be drawn between conversion as the 

result of persecution and a peaceful propaganda by means of methods of 

persuasion, it is not so easy to ascertain the motives that have induced the 

convert to change his faith, or to discover whether the missionary has been 

wholly animated by a love of souls and by the high ideal set forth in the first 

paragraph of this chapter. Both in Christianity and Islam there have been at all 

times earnest souls to whom their religion has been the supreme reality of their 

lives, and this absorbing interest in matters of the spirit has found expression 

in that zeal for the communication of cherished truths and for the domination 

of doctrines and systems they have deemed perfect, which constitutes the 

vivifying force of missionary movements,— and there have likewise been 

those without the pale, who have responded to their appeal and have 

embraced the new faith with a like fervour. But, on the other hand, Islam—

like Christianity—has reckoned among its adherents many persons to whom 

                                                           

1 Konrad Maurer: Die Bekehrung des norwegischen Stammes zum Christenthume, vol. i. p. 284. (München, 

1855.)  

2 Jean, Sire dc Joinville: Histoire de Saint Louis, ed, N. de Wailly p. 30. (§ 53). 

3 Severus, p. 191 (ll. 21-22). 
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ecclesiastical institutions have been merely instruments of a political policy or 

forms of social organisation, to be accepted either as disagreeable necessities 

or as convenient solutions of problems that they do not care to think out for 

themselves; such persons may likewise be found among the converts of either 

faith. Thus both Christianity and Islam have added to the number of their 

followers by methods and under conditions—social, political and economic—

which have no connection with such a thirst for souls as animates the true 

missionary. Moreover, the annals of missionary enterprise frequently record 

the admission of converts without any attempt to analyse the motives that 

have led them to change their faith, and especially for the history of Muslim 

missions there is a remarkable poverty of material in this respect, since 

Muslim literature is singularly poor in those records of conversions that 

occupy such a large place in the literature of the Christian church. 

Accordingly, in the following sketch of the missionary activity of Islam, it 

has not always been possible to discover whether political, social, economic 

or purely religious motives have determined conversion, though occasional 

reference can be made to the operation of one or the other influence. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

 

STUDY    OF   THE   LIFE   OF    MUHAMMAD     CONSIDERED   AS   A 

PREACHER OF ISLAM. 

 

      IT is not proposed in this chapter to add another to the already numerous 

biographies of Muḥ ammad, but rather to make a study of his life in one of 

its aspects only, viz. that in which the Prophet is presented to us as a 

preacher, as the apostle unto men of a new religion. The life of the founder of 

Islam and the inaugurator of its propaganda may naturally be expected to 

exhibit to us the true character of the missionary activity of this religion. If the 

life of the Prophet serves as the standard of conduct for the ordinary believer, it 

must do the same for the Muslim missionary. From the pattern, therefore, we 

may hope to learn something of the spirit that would animate those who sought 

to copy it, and of the methods they might be expected to adopt. For the 

missionary spirit of Islam is no after-thought in its history; it interpenetrates the 

religion from its very commencement, and in the following sketch it is desired to 

show how this is so, how Muḥ ammad the Prophet is the type of the 

missionary of Islam. It is therefore beside the purpose to describe his early 

history, or the influences under which he grew up to manhood, or to consider 

him in the light either of a statesman or a general: it is as the preacher alone 

that he will demand our attention. 

     When, after long internal conflict and disquietude, Muḥ ammad was at 

length convinced of his divine mission, his earliest efforts were directed 

towards persuading his own family of the truth of the new doctrine. The 

unity of God, the abomination of idolatry, the duty laid upon man of 

submission to the will of his Creator,—these were the simple truths to which 

he claimed their allegiance. The first convert was his faithful and loving 

wife, Kha'dījah, —she who fifteen years before had offered her hand in 

marriage to the poor kinsman that had so successfully traded with her 

merchandise as a hired agent,—with the words, " I love thee, my cousin, 

for thy kinship with me, for the respect with which thy people regard thee, 

for thy honesty, for the beauty of thy character and for the truthfulness of 

thy speech."
1
 She had lifted him out of poverty, and enabled him to live up 

to the social position to which he was entitled by right of birth; but this was 

as nothing to the fidelity and loving devotion with which she shared his 

mental anxieties, and helped him with tenderest sympathy and 

encouragement in the hour of his despondency. 

      Up to her death in A.D. 619 (after a wedded life of five and twenty 

years) she was always ready with sympathy, consolation and encouragement 

whenever he suffered from the persecution of his enemies or was tortured 

by doubts and misgivings. "So Khadījah believed," says the biographer of 
                                                           

1 Ibn Isḥ āq, p. 120. 
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the Prophet," and attested the truth of that which came to him from God 

and aided him in his undertaking. Thus was the Lord minded to lighten the 

burden of His Prophet; for whenever he heard anything that grieved him 

touching his rejection by the people, he would return to her and God would 

comfort him through her, for she reassured him and lightened his burden 

and declared her trust in him and made it easy for him to bear the scorn 

of men."
1
 

      Among the earliest believers were his adopted children Zayd and 'Alī, 

and his bosom friend Abū Bakr, of whom Muḥ ammad would often say in 

after years, " I never invited any to the faith who displayed not hesitation, 

perplexity and vacillation —excepting only Abū Bakr; who when I told 

him of Islam tarried not, neither was perplexed." He was a wealthy 

merchant, much respected by his fellow citizens for the integrity of his 

character and for his intelligence and ability. After his conversion he 

expended the greater part of his fortune on the purchase of Muslim slaves 

who were persecuted by their masters on account of their adherence to the 

teaching of Muḥ ammad. 

Through his influence, to a great extent, five of the earliest converts were 

added to the number of believers, Sa‘d b. Abī Waqqās, the future conqueror 

of the Persians; al-Zubayr b. al-'Awwām, a relative both of the Prophet and 

his wife; Ṭ alḥ ah, famous as a warrior in after days; a wealthy merchant 

'Abd al-Rahmān b. 'Awf, and 'Uthmān, the third Khalīfah. The last was early 

exposed to persecution; his uncle seized and bound him, saying, "Dost thou 

prefer a new religion to that of thy fathers? I swear I will not loose thee until 

thou givest up this new faith thou art following after." To which 'Uthmān 

replied, "By the Lord, I will never abandon it!" Whereupon his uncle, 

seeing the firmness of his attachment to his faith, released him. 

With other additions, particularly from among slaves and poor persons; 

the Prophet succeeded in collecting round him a little band of followers during 

the first three years of his mission. Encouraged by the success of these private 

efforts, Muḥ ammad determined on more active measures and began to 

preach in public. He called his kinsmen together and invited them to 

embrace the new faith. "No Arab," he urged," has offered to his nation 

more precious advantages than those I bring you. I offer you happiness in this 

world and in the life to come. Who among you will aid me in this task? 

"All were silent. Only 'Alī, with boyish enthusiasm, cried out, "Prophet of 

God, I will aid thee." At this the company broke up with derisive laughter. 

      Undeterred by the ill-success of this preaching, he repeatedly appealed to 

them on other occasions, but his message and his warnings received from them 

nothing but scoffing and contempt. 

      More than once the Quraysh tried to induce his uncle Abū Ṭ ālib, as 

head of the clan of the Banū Hāshim, to which Muḥ ammad belonged, to 
                                                           

1 Id. p. 155. 
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restrain him from making such attacks upon their ancestral faith, or otherwise 

they threatened to resort to more violent measures. Abū Ṭ ālib 

accordingly appealed to his nephew not to bring disaster on himself and his 

family. The Prophet replied: "Were the sun to come down on my right 

hand and the moon on my left, and the choice were offered me of abandoning 

my mission until God himself should reveal it, or perishing in the 

achievement of it, I would not abandon it." Abū Ṭ ālib was moved and 

exclaimed, " Go and say whatever thou wilt: by God! I will never give thee up 

unto thy enemies." 

      The Quraysh viewed the progress of the new religion with increasing 

dissatisfaction and hatred. They adopted all possible means, threats and 

promises, insults and offers of worldly honour and aggrandisement to induce 

Muḥ ammad to abandon the part he had taken up. The violent abuse with 

which he was assailed is said to have been the indirect cause of drawing to his 

side one important convert in the person of his uncle, Ḥamzah, whose chivalrous 

soul was so stung to sudden sympathy by a tale of insult inflicted on and 

patiently borne by his nephew, that he changed at once from a bitter 

enemy into a staunch adherent. His was not the only instance of sympathy 

for the sufferings of the Muslims being aroused at the sight of the persecu-

tions they had to endure, and many, no doubt, secretly favoured the new 

religion who did not declare themselves until the day of its triumph. 

The hostility of the Quraysh to the new faith increased in bitterness as 

they watched the increase in the numbers of its adherents. They realised 

that the triumph of the new teaching meant the destruction of the national 

religion and the national worship, and a loss of wealth and power to the 

guardians of the sacred Ka'bah. Muḥ ammad himself was safe under the 

protection of Abū Ṭ ālib and the Banū Hāshim, who, though they had no 

sympathy for the doctrines their kinsman taught, yet with the strong clan-

feeling peculiar to the Arabs, secured him from any attempt upon his life, 

though he was still exposed to continual insult and annoyance. But the poor 

who had no protector, and the slaves, had to endure the cruelest 

persecution, and were imprisoned and tortured in order to induce them to 

recant. It was at this time that Abū Bakr purchased the freedom of Bilāl,
1
 an 

African slave, who was called by Muhammad "the first-fruits of Abyssinia." 

He had been cruelly tortured by being exposed, day after day, to the scorching 

rays of the sun, stretched out on his back, with an enormous stone on his 

stomach; here he was told he would have to stay until either he died or 

renounced Muḥ ammad and worshipped idols, to which he would reply only, " 

There is but one God, there is but one God." Two persons died under the 

tortures they had to undergo. The constancy of a few gave way under the trial, 

but persecution served only to re-kindle the zeal of others. 'Abd Allāh b. Mas'ūd 

                                                           

1 He   is   famous   throughout   the   Muhammadan world as the first mu’adhdhin. 
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made bold to recite a passage of the Qur'an within the precincts of the Ka'bah 

itself,—an act of daring that none of the followers of Muḥ ammad had ventured 

upon before. The assembled Quraysh attacked him and smote him on the face, 

but it was some time before they compelled him to desist. He returned to his 

companions, prepared to bear witness to his faith in a similar manner on the 

next day, but they dissuaded him, saying, "This is enough for thee, since 

thou hast made them listen to what they hated to hear." 

The virulence of the opposition of the Quraysh is probably the reason why 

in the fourth year of his mission Muḥ ammad took up his residence in the house 

of al-Arqam, one of the early converts. It was in a central situation, much fre-

quented by pilgrims and strangers, and here peaceably and without 

interruption he was able to preach the doctrines of Islam to all enquirers that 

came to him. Muḥ ammad's stay in this house marks an important epoch in the 

propagation of Islam in Mecca, and many Muslims dated their conversion from 

the days when the Prophet preached in the house of al-Arqam. 

As Muḥ ammad was unable to relieve his persecuted followers, he 

advised them to take refuge in Abyssinia, and in the fifth year of his mission 

(A.D. 615), eleven men and four women crossed over to Abyssinia, where they 

received a kind welcome from the Christian king of the country. Among them 

was a certain Muṣ 'ab b. 'Umayr whose history is interesting as of one who 

had to endure that most bitter trial of the new convert—the hatred of those 

he loves and who once loved him. He had been led to embrace Islam 

through the teaching he had listened to in the house of al-Arqam, but he was 

afraid to let the fact of his conversion become known, because his tribe and his 

mother, who bore an especial love to him, were bitterly opposed to the new 

religion; and indeed, when they discovered the fact, seized and 

imprisoned him. But he succeeded in effecting his escape to Abyssinia. 

The hatred of the Quraysh is said to have pursued the fugitives even to 

Abyssinia, and an embassy was sent to demand their extradition from the 

king of that country. But when he heard their story from the Muslims, 

he refused to withdraw from them his protection. In answer to his 

enquiries as to their religion, they said: " O King, we were plunged in the 

darkness of ignorance, worshipping idols, and eating carrion; we practised 

abominations, severed the ties of kinship and maltreated our neighbours; 

the strong among us devoured the weak; and so we remained until God sent 

us an apostle, from among ourselves, whose lineage we knew as well as his 

truth, his trustworthiness and the purity of his life. He called upon us to 

worship the One God and abandon the stones and idols that our fathers 

had worshipped in His stead. He bade us be truthful in speech, faithful to 

our promises, compassionate and kind to our parents and neighbours, and 

to desist from crime and bloodshed. He forbade to do evil, to lie, to rob 

the orphan or defame women. He enjoined on us the worship of God alone, 

with prayer, almsgiving and fasting. And we believed in him and 
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followed the teachings that he brought us from God. But our countrymen 

rose up against us and persecuted us to make us renounce our faith, and 

return to the worship of idols and the abominations of our former life. So 

when they cruelly entreated us, reducing us to bitter straits and came between 

us and the practice of our religion, we took refuge in your country; putting 

our trust in your justice, we hope that you will deliver us from the oppression 

of our enemies." Their prayer was heard and the embassy of the Quraysh re-

turned discomfited.
1
 Meanwhile, in Mecca, a fresh attempt was made to 

induce the Prophet to abandon his work of preaching by promises of wealth 

and honour, but in vain. 

      While the result of the embassy to Abyssinia was being looked for in 

Mecca with the greatest expectancy, there occurred the conversion  of a 

man, who before had been one of the most bitter enemies of Muḥ ammad, 

and had opposed him with the utmost persistence and fanaticism— a man 

whom the Muslims had every reason then to look on as their most terrible 

and virulent enemy, though afterwards he shines as one of the noblest 

figures in the early history of Islam, viz.  'Umar b. al-Khaṭ ṭ āb.    One day, 

in a fit of rage against the Prophet, he set out, sword in hand, to slay him.    

On the way, one of his relatives met him and asked him where he was 

going.    "I am looking for Muḥ ammad," he answered," to kill the renegade 

who has brought discord among the Quraysh, called them fools, reviled 

their religion and defamed their gods."    "Why dost thou not rather punish 

those of thy own family, and set them right? "    "And who are these of my own 

family?" answered 'Umar.     "Thy brother-in-law Sa'īd and thy sister Fātimah, 

who have become Muslims and followers of Muḥ ammad."     'Umar at once 

rushed off to the house of his sister, and found her with her husband and 

Khabbāb, another of the followers of Muḥ ammad, who was teaching them 

to recite a chapter of the Qur'ān.    'Umar burst into the room: "What was that 

sound I heard?" "It was nothing," they replied. "Nay, but I heard you, and I 

have learned that you have become followers of Muḥ ammad."Whereupon he 

rushed upon Sa'īd and struck him. Fāṭ imah threw herself between them, to 

protect her husband, crying, " Yes, we are Muslims; we believe in God and His 

Prophet: slay us if you will."   In the struggle his sister was wounded, and when 

'Umar saw the blood on her face, he was softened and asked to see the paper 

they had been reading: after some hesitation she handed it to him.   It 

contained the 20th Sūrah of the Qur'ān. When 'Umar read it, he exclaimed, 

"How beautiful, how sublime it is!"   As he read on, conviction suddenly 

overpowered him and he cried, "Lead me to Muhammad that I may tell him of 

my conversion."
2
  

                                                           

1 Ibn Isḥ āq, p. 219-220. Ṭ abarī makes no mention of this mission and Caetani (i. p. 278) accordingly suggests 

that it is a later invention. 

2 Ibn Isḥ āq. pp. 225-6.  
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The conversion of 'Umar is a turning-point in the history of Islam: the 

Muslims were now able to take up a bolder attitude. Muḥ ammad left the house 

of al-Arqam and the believers publicly performed their devotions together 

round the Ka'bah. The situation might thus be expected to give the 

aristocracy of Mecca just cause for apprehension. For they had no longer to deal 

with a band of oppressed and despised outcasts, struggling for a weak and 

miserable existence. It was rather a powerful faction, adding daily to its 

strength by the accession of influential citizens and endangering the stability of 

the existing government by an alliance with a powerful foreign prince. 

The Quraysh resolved accordingly to make a determined effort to check 

the further growth of the new movement in their city. They put the Banū 

Hāshim, who through ties of kindred protected the Prophet, under a ban, in 

accordance with which the Quraysh agreed that they would not marry their 

women, nor give their own in marriage to them; they would sell nothing to 

them, nor buy aught from them—that dealings with them of every kind should 

cease. For three years the Banū Hāshim are said to have been confined to one 

quarter of the city, except during the sacred months, in which all war ceased 

throughout Arabia and a truce was made in order that pilgrims might visit the 

sacred Ka'bah, the centre of the national religion. 

Muḥ ammad used to take advantage of such times of pilgrimage to preach 

to the various tribes that flocked to Mecca and the adjacent fairs. But with no 

success, for his uncle Abū Lahab used to dog his footsteps, crying with a loud 

voice, "He is an impostor who wants to draw you away from the faith of your 

fathers to the false doctrines that he brings, wherefore separate yourselves 

from him and hear him not." They would taunt him with the words: " Thine 

own people and kindred should know thee best: wherefore do they not believe 

and follow thee?" But at length the privations endured by Muḥ ammad and his 

kinsmen enlisted the sympathy of a numerous section of the Quraysh and the 

ban was withdrawn. 

In the same year the loss of Khadījah, the faithful wife who for twenty-

five years had been his counsellor and support, plunged Muḥ ammad into the 

utmost grief and despondency; and a little later the death of Abū Ṭ ālib 

deprived him of his constant and most powerful protector and exposed him 

afresh to insult and contumely. 

Scorned and rejected by his own townsmen, to whom he had delivered his 

message with so little success for ten years, he resolved to see if there were not 

others who might be more ready to listen, among whom the seeds of faith 

might find a more receptive and fruitful soil. With this hope he set out for 

Ṭ ā'if, a city about seventy miles from Mecca. Before an assembly of the chief 

men of the city, he expounded his doctrine of the unity of God and of the 

mission he had received as the Prophet of God to proclaim this faith; at the 

same time he besought their protection against his persecutors in Mecca. The 

disproportion between his high claims (which moreover were unintelligible to 
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the heathen people of Ṭ ā'if) and his helpless condition only excited their 

ridicule and scorn, and pitilessly stoning him with stones they drove him 

from their city. 

On his return from Ṭ ā'if the prospects of the success of Muḥ ammad 

seemed more hopeless than ever, and the agony of his soul gave itself 

utterance in the words that he puts into the mouth of Noah: " O my Lord, 

verily I have cried to my people night and day; and my cry only makes them 

flee from me the more. And verily, so oft as I cry to them, that Thou mayest 

forgive them, they thrust their fingers into their ears and wrap themselves in 

their garments, and persist (in their error), and are disdainfully disdainful." (lxxi. 

5-6.) 

It was the Prophet's habit at the time of the annual pilgrimage to visit the 

encampments of the various Arab tribes and discourse with them upon religion. 

By some his words were treated with indifference, by others rejected with 

scorn. But consolation came to him from an unexpected quarter. He met a little 

group of six or seven persons whom he recognised as coming from Medina, or, 

as it was then called, Yathrib. "Of what tribe are you?" said he, addressing them. 

"We are of Khazraj," they answered. "Friends of the Jews?" "Yes." "Then will 

you not sit down awhile, that I may talk with you?" "Assuredly," replied they. 

Then they sat down with him, and he proclaimed unto them the true God and 

preached Islam and recited to them the Qur'ān. Now so it was, in that God 

wrought wonderfully for Islam that there were found in their country Jews, who 

possessed scriptures and wisdom, while they themselves were heathen and 

idolaters. Now the Jews ofttimes suffered violence at their hands, and when 

strife was between them had ever said to them, "Soon will a Prophet arise and 

his time is at hand; him will we follow, and with him slay you with the 

slaughter of 'Ād and of Iram." When now the apostle of God was speaking with 

these men and calling on them to believe in God, they said one to another: 

"Know surely that this is the Prophet, of whom the Jews have warned us; 

come let us now make haste and be the first to join him." So they embraced 

Islam, and said to him, "Our countrymen have long been engaged in a most bitter 

and deadly feud with one another; but now perhaps God will unite them together 

through thee and thy teaching. Therefore we will preach to them and make 

known to them this religion, that we have received from thee." So, full of faith, 

they returned to their own country.
1
 

Such is the traditional account of this event which was the turning-point 

of Muḥ ammad's mission. He had now met with a people whose antecedents 

had in some way prepared their minds for the reception of his teaching and 

whose present circumstances, as afterwards appeared, were favourable to his 

cause. 

The city of Yathrib had been long occupied by Jews whom some 

national disaster, possibly the persecution under Hadrian, had driven from their 
                                                           

1 Ibn Isḥ āq, pp. 286-7. 
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own country, when a party of wandering emigrants, the two Arab clans of 

Khazraj and Aws, arrived at Yathrib and were admitted to a share in the 

territory. As their numbers increased they encroached more and more on the 

power of the Jewish rulers, and finally, towards the end of the fifth century, the 

government of the city passed entirely into their hands. 

Some of the Arabs had embraced the Jewish religion, and many of the 

former masters of the city still dwelt there in the service of their conquerors, so 

that it contained in Muḥ ammad's time a considerable Jewish population. The 

people of Yathrib were thus familiar with the idea of a Messiah who was to 

come, and were consequently more capable of understanding the claim of 

Muḥ ammad to be accepted as the Prophet of God, than were the idolatrous 

Meccans to whom such an idea was entirely foreign and especially distasteful 

to the Quraysh, whose supremacy over the other tribes and whose worldly 

prosperity arose from the fact that they were the hereditary guardians of the 

national collection of idols kept in the sacred enclosure of the Ka'bah. 

Further, the city of Yathrib was distracted by incessant civil discord 

through a long-standing feud between the Banū Khazraj and the Banū Aws. 

The citizens lived in uncertainty and suspense, and anything likely to bind the 

conflicting parties together by a tie of common interest could not but prove a 

boon to the city. Just as the mediæval republics of Northern Italy chose a 

stranger to hold the chief post in their cities in order to maintain some balance 

of power between the rival factions, and prevent, if possible, the civil strife 

which was so ruinous to commerce and the general welfare, so the Yathribites 

would not look upon the arrival of a stranger with suspicion, even though he 

was likely to usurp or gain permission to assume the vacant authority. 

On the contrary, one of the reasons for the warm welcome which 

Muḥ ammad received in Medina would seem to be that the adoption of Islam 

appeared to the more thoughtful of its citizens to be a remedy for the disorders 

from which their society was suffering, by its orderly discipline of life and its 

bringing the unruly passions of men under the discipline of laws enunciated 

by an authority superior to individual caprice.
1
 

These facts go far to explain how eight years after the Hijrah Muḥ ammad 

could, at the head of 10,000 followers, enter the city in which he had laboured for 

ten years with so meagre a result. 

But this is anticipating. Muḥ ammad had proposed to accompany his 

new converts, the Khazrajites, to Yathrib himself, but they dissuaded him 

therefrom, until a reconciliation could be effected with the Banū Aws. "Let us, 

we pray thee, return unto our people, if haply the Lord will create peace amongst 

us; and we will come back again unto thee. Let the season of pilgrimage in the 

following year be the appointed time." So they returned to their homes, and 

invited their people to the faith; and many believed, so that there remained hardly 

a family in which mention was not made of the Prophet. 
                                                           

1 Caetani, vol. i. pp. 334-3. 
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When the time of pilgrimage again came round, a deputation from Yathrib, 

ten men of the Banū Khazraj, and two of the Banū Aws, met him at the appointed 

spot and pledged him their word to obey his teaching. This, the first pledge of 

'Aqabah, so called from the secret spot at which they met, ran as follows :—" We 

will not worship any but the one God; we will not steal, neither will we commit 

adultery or kill our children; we will abstain from calumny and slander; we will 

obey the Prophet in every thing that is right." These twelve men now returned to 

Yathrib as missionaries of Islam, and so well prepared was the ground, and with 

such zeal did they prosecute their mission, that the new faith spread rapidly from 

house to house and from tribe to tribe. 

They were accompanied on their return by Muṣ 'ab b. 'Umayr; though, 

according to another account he was sent by the Prophet upon a written 

requisition from Yathrib. This young man had been one of the earliest converts, 

and had lately returned from Abyssinia; thus he had had much experience, and 

severe training in the school of persecution had not only sobered his zeal but 

taught him how to meet persecution and deal with those who were ready to 

condemn Islam without waiting to learn the true contents of its teaching; 

accordingly Muḥ ammad could with the greatest confidence entrust him with the 

difficult task of directing and instructing the new converts, cherishing the seeds 

of religious zeal and devotion that had already been sown and bringing them to 

fruition. Muṣ 'ab took up his abode in the house of As'ad b. Zurārah, and 

gathered the converts together for prayer and the reading of the Qur'ān, 

sometimes here and sometimes in a house belonging to the Banū Ẓ afar, which 

was situated in a quarter of the town occupied jointly by this family and that of 

'Abd al-Ashhal. 

The heads of the latter family at that time were Sa'd b. Mu'ādh and Usayd 

b. Ḥuḍ ayr. One day it happened that Mus'ab was sitting together with As'ad in 

this house of the Banū Ẓ afar, engaged in instructing some new converts, when 

Sa'd b. Mu'ādh, having come to know of their whereabouts, said to Usayd b. 

Ḥuḍ ayr : " Drive out these fellows who have come into our houses to make fools 

of the weaklings among us; I would spare thee the trouble did not the tie of 

kinship between me and As'ad prevent my doing him any harm " (for he himself 

was the cousin of As'ad). Hereupon Usayd took his spear and, bursting in upon 

As'ad and Muṣ 'ab, "What are you doing?" he cried, "leading weak-minded folk 

astray? If you value your lives, begone hence." "Sit down and listen," Muṣ 'ab 

answered quietly, " if thou art pleased with what thou hearest, accept it; if not, 

then leave it.” Usayd stuck his spear in the ground and sat down to listen, while 

Muṣ 'ab expounded to him the fundamental doctrines of Islam and read several 

passages of the Qur'ān. After a time Usayd, enraptured, cried, "What must I do to 

enter this religion?" "Purify thyself with water," answered Muṣ 'ab, "and confess 

that there is no god but God and that Muhammad is the apostle of God." Usayd at 

once complied and repeated the profession of faith, adding, "After me you have 

still another man to convince" (referring to Sa'd b. Mu'ādh). "If he is persuaded, 
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his example will bring after him all his people. I will send him to you forthwith." 

With these words he left them, and soon after came Sa'd b. Mu'ādh 

himself, hot with anger against As'ad for the patronage he had extended to the 

missionaries of Islam. Muṣ 'ab begged him not to condemn the new faith 

unheard, so Sa'd agreed to listen and soon the words of Muṣ 'ab touched him and 

brought conviction to his heart, and he embraced the faith and became a Muslim. 

He went back to his people burning with zeal and said to them, "Sons of 'Abd al-

Ashhal, say, what am I to you?" "Thou art our lord," they answered, "thou art the 

wisest and most illustrious among us." "Then I swear," replied Sa'd, "nevermore 

to speak to any of you until you believe in God and Muḥ ammad, His apostle." 

And from that day, all the descendants of 'Abd al-Ashhal embraced Islam.
1
 

With such zeal and earnestness was the preaching of the faith pushed 

forward that within a year there was not a family among the Arabs of Medina 

that had not given some of its members to swell the number of the faithful, with 

the exception of one branch of the Banū Aws, which held aloof under the 

influence of Abū Qays b. al-Aslat, the poet. 

The following year, when the time of the annual pilgrimage again came 

round, a band of converts, amounting to seventy-three in number, accompanied 

their heathen fellow-countrymen from Yathrib to Mecca. They were 

commissioned to invite Muhammad to take refuge in Yathrib from the fury of his 

enemies, and had come to swear allegiance to him as their prophet and their 

leader. All the early converts who had before met the Prophet on the two 

preceding pilgrimages, returned to Mecca on this important occasion, and 

Muṣ 'ab their teacher accompanied them. Immediately on his arrival he hurried 

to the prophet, and told him of the success that had attended his mission. It is said 

that his mother, hearing of his arrival, sent a message to him, saying: "Ah, 

disobedient son, wilt thou enter a city in which thy mother dwelleth, and not first 

visit her!" "Nay, verily," he replied, "I will never visit the house of any one 

before the Prophet of God." So, after he had greeted and conferred with 

Muḥ ammad, he went to his mother, who thus accosted him: " Then I ween thou 

art still a renegade." He answered, "I follow the prophet of the Lord and the true 

faith of Islam," " Art thou then well satisfied with the miserable way thou hast 

fared in the land of Abyssinia and now again at Yathrib? "Now he perceived that 

she was meditating his imprisonment, and exclaimed, "What! wilt thou force a 

man from his religion? If ye seek to confine me, I will assuredly slay the first 

person that layeth hands upon me." His mother said, "Then depart front my 

presence," and she began to weep. Muṣ 'ab was moved, and said, "Oh, my 

mother! I give thee loving counsel. Testify that there is no God but the 

Lord and that Muḥ ammad is His servant and messenger." But she replied, 

"By the sparkling stars! I will never make a fool of myself by entering into 

thy religion. I wash my hands of thee and thy concerns, and cleave steadfastly 

unto mine own faith." 
                                                           

1  Ibn Isḥ āq. p. 291 sq. 
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In order not to excite suspicion and incur the hostility of the Quraysh, 

a secret meeting was arranged at 'Aqabah, the scene of the former meeting 

with the converts of the year before. Muḥ ammad came accompanied only by 

his uncle 'Abbās, who, though he was still an idolater, had been admitted 

into the secret. 'Abbās opened the solemn conclave, by recommending his 

nephew as a scion of one of the noblest families of his clan, which had 

hitherto afforded the Prophet protection, although rejecting his teachings; but 

now that he wished to take refuge among the people of Yathrib, they should 

bethink themselves well before undertaking such a charge, and resolve not to 

go back from their promise, if once they undertook the risk. Then Barā b. 

Ma'rūr, one of the Banū Khazraj, protesting that they were firm in their 

resolve to protect the Prophet of God, besought him to declare fully what he 

wished of them. 

Muḥ ammad began by reciting to them some portions of the Qur'ān, and 

exhorted them to be true to the faith they had professed in the one God and 

the Prophet, His apostle; he then asked them to defend him and his 

companions from all assailants just as they would their own wives and 

children. Then Barā b. Ma'rūr, taking his hand, cried out, "Yea, by Him who 

sent thee as His Prophet, and through thee revealed unto us His truth, we will 

protect thee as we would our own bodies, and we swear allegiance to thee as 

our leader. We are the sons of battle and men of mail, which we have 

inherited as worthy sons of worthy forefathers." So they all in turn, taking 

his hand in theirs, swore allegiance to him. 

As soon as the Quraysh gained intelligence of these secret proceedings, 

the persecution broke out afresh against the Muslims, and Muḥ ammad 

advised them to flee out of the  city, "Depart unto Yathrib; for the Lord 

hath verily given you brethren in that city, and a home in which ye may 

find refuge." So quietly, by twos and threes they escaped to Yathrib, where 

they were heartily welcomed, their co-religionists in that city vying with 

one another for the honour of entertaining them, and supplying them with 

such things as they had need of. Within two months nearly all the Muslims 

except those who were seized and imprisoned and those who could not escape 

from captivity had left Mecca, to the number of about 150. There is a story 

told of one of these Muslims, by name Ṣ uhayb, whom Muḥ ammad called "the 

first-fruits of Greece" (he had been a Greek slave, and being set free by his 

master had amassed considerable wealth by successful trading); when he was 

about to emigrate the Meccans said to him, "Thou camest hither in need and 

penury; but thy wealth hath increased with us, until thou hast reached thy 

present prosperity; and now thou art departing, not thyself only, but with all 

thy property. By the Lord, that shall not be;" and he said, "If I relinquish my 

property, will ye leave me free to depart?" And they agreed thereto; so he 

parted with all his goods. And when that was told unto Muḥ ammad, he said, 

"Verily, Ṣ uhayb hath made a profitable bargain." 
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Muḥ ammad delayed his own departure (with the intention, no doubt, of 

withdrawing attention from his faithful followers) until a determined plot 

against his life warned him that further delay might be fatal, and he made 

his escape by means of a stratagem. 

His first care after his arrival in Yathrib, or Medina as it was called 

from this period—Madīnah al-Nabī, the city of the Prophet—was to build a 

mosque, to serve both as a place of prayer and of general assembly for his 

followers, who had hitherto met for that purpose in the dwelling-place of one 

of their number. The worshippers at first used to turn their faces in the 

direction of Jerusalem—an arrangement most probably adopted with the hope 

of gaining over the Jews. In many other ways, by constant appeals to their 

own sacred Scriptures, by according them perfect freedom of worship and 

political equality, Muḥ ammad endeavoured to conciliate the Jews, but 

they met his advances with scorn and derision. When all hopes of 

amalgamation proved fruitless and it became clear that the Jews would 

not accept him as their Prophet, Muḥ ammad bade his followers turn 

their faces in prayer towards the Ka'bah in Mecca.  (ii. 144.)
1
 

This change of direction during prayer has a deeper significance 

than might at first sight appear.  It was really the beginning of the 

National Life of Islam: it established the Ka'bah at Mecca as a religious 

centre for all the Muslim people, just as from time immemorial it had 

been a place of pilgrimage for all the tribes of Arabia. Of similar 

importance was the incorporation of the ancient Arab custom of 

pilgrimage to Mecca into the circle of the religious ordinances of Islam, 

a duty that was to be performed by every Muslim at least once in his 

lifetime. 

There are many passages in the Qur'ān that appeal to this germ of 

national feeling and urge the people of Arabia to realise the privilege 

that had been granted them of a divine revelation in their own language 

and by the lips of one of their own countrymen. 

"Verily We have made it an Arabic Qur'ān that ye may haply understand.  

(xliii. 2-3.)  

"And thus We have revealed to thee an Arabic Qur'ān, that thou mayest 

warn the mother of cities and those around it.    (xlii. 5.)  

"And if We had made it a Qur'ān in a foreign tongue, they had surely 

said, ' Unless its verses be clearly explained (we will not receive it).'    

(xli. 44.)  

"And verily We have set before men in this Qur'ān every kind of parable 

that haply they be monished:  

"An Arabic Qur'ān, free from tortuous (wording), that haply they may 

fear (God).    (xxxix. 28-29.)  

                                                           

1 The appointment of the fast of Ramaḍ ān (Qur'ān ii. 179-84), is doubtless another sign of the breaking with the 

Jews, the fast on the Day of Atonement being thus abolished. 
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"Verily from the Lord of all creatures hath this (book) come down, ... in 

the clear Arabic tongue.    (xxvi. 192, I95.)  

"And We have only made it (i.e. the Qur'ān) easy, in thine own tongue, in 

order that thou mayest announce glad tidings thereby to the God-fearing, and 

that thou mayest warn the contentious thereby." (xix. 97.) 

But the message of Islam was not for Arabia only; the whole world was 

to share in it.
1
 As there was but one God, so there was to be but one religion 

into which all men were to be invited. This claim to be universal, to hold 

sway over all men and all nations, found a practical illustration in the letters 

which Muḥ ammad is said to have sent in the year A.D. 688 (A.H. 6) to the 

great potentates of that time. An invitation to embrace Islam was sent in 

this year to the Emperor Heraclius, the king of Persia, the governor of 

Yaman, the governor of Egypt and the king of Abyssinia. The letter to 

Heraclius is said to have been as follows :—" In the name of God, the Merciful, 

the Compassionate, Muḥ ammad, who is the servant of God and His apostle, to 

Hiraql the Qayṣ ar of Rūm. Peace be on whoever has gone on the straight 

road.  After this I say, Verily I call you to Islam. Embrace Islam, and God 

will reward you twofold. If you turn away from the offer of Islam, then on 

you be the sins of your people. O people of the Book, come towards a creed 

which is fit both for us and for you. It is this—to worship none but God, and 

not to associate anything with God, and not to call others God. Therefore, O ye 

people of the Book, if ye refuse, beware. We are Muslims and our religion is 

Islam." However absurd this summons may have seemed to those who then 

received it, succeeding years showed that it was dictated by no empty 

enthusiasm.
2
 These letters only gave a more open and widespread expression to 

the claim to the universal acceptance which is repeatedly made for Islam in 

the Qur'ān. 

"Of a truth it (i.e. the Qur'ān) is no other than an admonition to all created 

beings, and after a time shall ye surely know its message. (xxxviii. 87-88.) 

"This (book) is no other than an admonition and a clear Qur'ān, to warn 

whoever liveth; and that against the unbelievers sentence may be justly 

given. (xxxvi. 69-70.) 

"We have not sent thee save as a mercy to all created beings. (xxi. 107.) 

"Blessed is He who hath sent down al-Furqān upon His servant, that he may 

be a warner unto all created beings. (xxv. 1.) 

"And We have not sent thee otherwise than to mankind at large, to announce 

and to warn. (xxxiv. 27.) 

                                                           

1 "Aber Gottes Botscbaft ist nicht auf die Araber beschränkt. Sein Wille gilt für alle Creatur, es heischt 

unbedingten Gehorsam von aller Menschheit, und dass Muhammed als sein Bote denselben Gehorsam zu 

heischen berechtigt und verpflichtet sei, scheint von Anfang an ein integrirender Bestandtheil seines 

Gedankensystem gewesen zu sein." (Sachau, pp. 293-4.) Goldziher (Vorlesungen übcr den Islam, p. 25 sqq.) and 

Nöldeke (WZKM, vol. xxi. pp. 307-8) express a similar opinion.  

2  On the doubtful authenticity of these letters, see Caetani, vol. i. p. 725 sqq. 
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"He it is who hath sent His apostle with guidance and the religion of truth, 

that He may make it victorious over every other religion, though the 

polytheists are averse to it." (lxi. 9.) 

In the hour of his deepest despair, when the people of Mecca 

persistently turned a deaf ear to the words of their prophet (xvi, 23, 114, etc.), 

when the converts he had made were tortured until they recanted (xvi. 108), and 

others were forced to flee from the country to escape the rage of their 

persecutors (xvi. 43, 111)—then was delivered the promise, " One day we will 

raise up a witness out of every nation." (xvi. 86.)
1
 

This claim upon the acceptance of all mankind which the Prophet makes 

in these passages is further prophetically indicated in the words " first-fruits of 

Abyssinia," used by Muḥ ammad in reference to Bilāl, and " first-fruits of 

Greece," to Ṣ uhayb; Salmān, the first Persian convert, was a Christian slave in 

Medina, who embraced the new faith in the first year of the Hijrah. Thus 

long before any career of conquest was so much as dreamed of, the Prophet 

had clearly shown that Islam was not to be confined to the Arab race. The 

following account of the sending out of missionaries to preach Islam to all 

nations, points to the same claim to be a universal religion: "The Apostle of 

God said to his companions, ' Come to me all of you early in the morning.' After 

the morning prayer he spent some time in praising and supplicating God, as 

was his wont; then he turned to them and sent forth some in one direction and 

others in another, and said : ' Be faithful to God in your dealings with His 

servants (i.e. with men), for whosoever is entrusted with any matter that 

concerns mankind and is not faithful in his service of them, to him God shuts 

the gate of Paradise : go forth and be not like the messengers of Jesus, the son of 

Mary, for they went only to those that lived near and neglected those that 

dwelt in far countries.' Then each of these messengers came to speak the 

language of the people to whom he was sent. When this was told to the 

Prophet he said, ' This is the greatest of the duties that they owe to God with 

respect to His servants.' "
2
 

The proof of the universality of Islam, of its claim on the acceptance of all 

men, lay in the fact that it was the religion divinely appointed for the whole 

human race and was now revealed to them anew through Muhammad, " the seal 

of the prophets " (xxxiii. 40), as it had been to former generations by other 

prophets. 

"Men were of one religion only: then they disagreed one with another and had 

not a decree (of respite) previously gone forth from thy Lord, judgment would 

surely have been given between them in the matter wherein they disagree. (x. 

20.)  

                                                           
1
 It seems strange that in the face of these passages, Some have denied that Islam was originally intiended by its 

founder to be A Universal religion……. (see rest of cititon in the Book page 29).  

2 Ibn Sa'd, § 10. This story may indeed be apocryphal, but is significant at least of the early realisation of the 

missionary character of Islam. 



 31 

"I am no apostle of new doctrines, (xlvi. 8.)  

"Mankind was but one people: then God raised up prophets to announce glad 

tidings and to warn: and He sent down with them the Book with the Truth, 

that it might decide the disputes of men: and none disagreed save those to 

whom the book had been given, after the clear tokens had reached them, 

through mutual jealousy.   And God guided those who believed into the 

truth concerning which they had disagreed, by His will; and God guideth 

whom He pleaseth into the straight path.    (ii. 209.) 

"And We revealed   to thee,  ' follow the religion of Abraham, the sound in 

faith, for he was not of those who join gods with God.'    (xvi. 124.)  

"Say: As for me, my Lord hath guided me into a straight path: a true faith, the 

religion of Abraham, the sound in faith; for he was not of those who join 

gods with God. (vi. 162.)  

"Say: Nay, the religion of Abraham, the sound in faith and not one of those 

who join gods with God (is our religion).    (ii. 129.) 

"Say: God speaketh truth.  Follow therefore the religion of Abraham, he being 

a Ḥanīf and not one of those who join other gods with God.  

"Verily the first temple that was set up for men was that which is in Bakka, 

blessed and a guidance for all created beings.   (iii. 89, 90.) 

"And who hath a better religion than he who resigneth himself to God, who 

doth what is good and followeth the faith of Abraham, the sound in faith?    (iv. 

124.) 

"He hath elected you, and hath not laid on you any hardship in religion, the 

faith of your father Abraham.  He hath named you the Muslims."    (xx. 77.) 

But to return to Muḥ ammad in Medina. In order properly to appreciate his 

position after the Flight, it is important to remember the peculiar character of 

Arab society at that time, as far at least as this part of the peninsula was con-

cerned. There was an entire absence of any organised administrative or judicial 

system such as in modern times we connect with the idea of a government. 

Each tribe or clan formed a separate and absolutely independent body, and this 

independence extended itself also to the individual members of the tribe, each of 

whom recognised the authority, or leadership of his chief only as being the 

exponent of a public opinion which he himself happened to share; but he was 

quite at liberty to refuse his conformity to the (even) unanimous resolve of 

his fellow clansmen. Further, there was no regular transmission of the office of 

chieftain; but he was generally chosen as being the oldest member of the 

richest and most powerful family of the clan, and as being personally most 

qualified to command respect. If such a tribe became too numerous, it would 

split up into several divisions, each of which continued to enjoy a separate and 

independent existence, uniting only on some extraordinary occasion for 

common self-defence or some more than usually important warlike expedition. 

We can thus understand how Muḥ ammad could establish himself in Medina 

at the head of a large and increasing body of adherents who looked up to him as 
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their head and leader and acknowledged no other authority,—without exciting 

any feeling of insecurity, or any fear of encroachment on recognised authority, 

such as would have arisen in a city of ancient Greece or any similarly organised 

community. Muḥ ammad thus exercised temporal authority over his people 

just as any other independent chief might have done, the only difference being 

that in the case of the Muslims a religious bond took the place of family and 

blood ties. 

Islam thus became what, in theory, at least, it has always remained—a 

political as well as a religious system. 

"It was Muḥ ammad's desire to found a new religion, and in this he succeeded; 

but at the same time he founded a political system of an entirely new and 

peculiar character. At first his only wish was to convert his fellow-countrymen 

to the belief in the One God—Allāh; but along with this he brought about the 

overthrow of the old system of government in his native city, and in place of the 

tribal aristocracy under which the conduct of public affairs was shared in 

common by the ruling families, he substituted an absolute theocratic 

monarchy, with himself at the head as vicar of God upon earth. 

"Even before his death almost all Arabia had submitted to him; Arabia that had 

never before obeyed one prince, suddenly exhibits a political unity and 

swears allegiance to the will of an absolute ruler. Out of the numerous 

tribes, big and small, of a hundred different kinds that  were incessantly at 

feud with one another, Muḥ ammad's word created a nation. The idea of a 

common religion under one common head bound the different tribes together 

into one political organism which developed its peculiar characteristics with 

surprising rapidity. Now only one great idea could have produced this 

result, viz. the principle of national life in heathen Arabia. The clan-system 

was thus for the first time, if not entirely crushed—(that would have been 

impossible)—yet made subordinate to the feeling of religious unity. The great 

work succeeded, and when Muḥ ammad died there prevailed over by far the 

greater part of Arabia a peace of God such as the Arab tribes, with their 

love of plunder and revenge, had never known; it was the religion of 

Islam that had brought about this reconciliation."
1
 

Even in the case of death, the claims of relationship were set aside and 

the bond-brother inherited all the property of his deceased companion. But 

after the battle of Badr, when such an artificial bond was no longer needed 

to unite his followers, it was abolished; such an arrangement was only 

necessary so long as the number of the Muslims was still small and the 

corporate life of Islam a novelty; moreover Muhammad had lived in 

Medina for a very short space of time before the rapid increase in the 

number of his adherents made so communistic a social system almost 

impracticable. 

It was only to be expected that the growth of an independent political 
                                                           

1 A. von Kremer (3), pp. 309, 310. 
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body composed of refugees from Mecca, located in a hostile city, should 

eventually lead to an outbreak of hostilities; and, as is well known, every 

biography of Muḥ ammad is largely taken up with the account of a long 

series of petty encounters and bloody battles between his followers and the 

Quraysh of Mecca, ending in his triumphal entry into that city in A.D. 630, 

and of his hostile relations with numerous other tribes, up to the time of his 

death, A.D. 633. 

To give any account of these campaigns is beyond the scope of the 

present work, but it is important to show that Muḥ ammad, when he found 

himself at the head of a band of armed followers, was not transformed at 

once, as some would have us believe, from a peaceful preacher into a fanatic, 

sword in hand, forcing his religion on whomsoever he could.
1
 

It has been frequently asserted by European writers that from the date 

of Muḥ ammad's migration to Medina, and from the altered circumstances of 

his life there, the Prophet appears in an entirely new character. He is no 

longer the preacher, the warner, the apostle of God to men, whom he would 

persuade of the truth of the religion revealed to him, but now he appears rather 

as the unscrupulous bigot, using all means at his disposal of force and statecraft 

to assert himself and his opinions. 

But it is false to suppose that Muḥ ammad in Medina laid aside his 

rôle of preacher and missionary of Islam, or that when he had a large army at 

his command, he ceased to invite unbelievers to accept the faith. Ibn Sa'd 

gives a number of letters written by the Prophet from Medina to chiefs and 

other members of different Arabian tribes, in addition to those addressed to 

potentates living beyond the limits of Arabia, inviting them to embrace Islam; 

and in the following pages will be found instances of his having sent 

missionaries to preach the faith to the unconverted members of their tribes, 

whose very ill-success in some cases is a sign of the genuinely missionary 

character of their efforts and the absence of an appeal to force. A typical 

example of such an unsuccessful mission is that sent to preach Islam to the 

Banū 'Āmir b. Ṣ a'ṣ a'ah in the year A.H. 4. The chief of this tribe, Abū Barā 

'Āmir, visited Muḥ ammad in Medina, listened to his teaching, but declined to 

become a convert; he seemed, however, to be favourably disposed towards the 

new faith and asked the Prophet to send some of his followers to Najd to 

preach to the people of that country. The Prophet sent a party of forty 

Muslims, most of them young men of Medina, who were skilled in reciting the 

Qur'ān, and had been accustomed to meet together at night for study and 

prayer. But in spite of the safe conduct given them by Abū Barā 'Āmir, they 

were treacherously murdered and three only of the party escaped with their 

                                                           

1 This would seem to be acknowledged even by Muir, when speaking of the massacre of the Banū Qurayẓ ah 

(A.H. 6): "The ostensible grounds upon which Mahomet proceeded were purely political, for as yet he did not 

profess to force men to join Islam, or to punish them for not embracing it." (Muir (2), vol. iii. p. 282.) 
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lives.
1
 

The successes of the Muslim arms, however, attracted every day 

members of various tribes, particularly those in the vicinity of Medina, to 

swell the ranks of the followers of the Prophet; and "the courteous treatment 

which the deputations of these various clans experienced from the Prophet, his 

ready attention to their grievances, the wisdom with which he composed their 

disputes, and the politic assignments of territory by which he rewarded an early 

declaration in favour of Islam, made his name to be popular and spread his 

fame as a great and generous prince throughout the Peninsula."
2
 

It not unfrequently happened that one member of a tribe would come to 

the Prophet in Medina and return home as a missionary of Islam to convert 

his brethren; we have the following account of such a conversion in the year 5 

(A.H.). 

The Banū Sa'd b. Bakr sent one of their number, by name Ḍ imām b. 

Tha'labah as their envoy to the Prophet. He came and made his camel kneel 

down at the gate of the mosque and tied up its fore-leg. Then he went into the 

mosque, where the Prophet was sitting with his companions. He went up close 

to them and said, "Which among you is the son of 'Abd al-Muṭ ṭ alib? " "I 

am," replied the Prophet. "Art thou Muḥ ammad?" "Yes," was the answer. 

"Then, if thou wilt not take it amiss, I would fain ask thee some weighty 

questions." "Nay, ask what thou wilt," answered the Prophet, "I adjure 

thee by Allāh, thy God and the God of those who were before thee and of 

those who are to come after thee, hath Allāh sent thee as a prophet unto us?" 

Muḥ ammad answered, "Yea, by Allāh." He continued, "I adjure thee by 

Allāh, thy God and the God of those who were before thee and of those who are 

to come after thee, hath He commanded thee to bid us worship Him alone, 

and to associate naught else with Him and to abandon these idols that our 

fathers worshipped?" Muḥ ammad answered, "Yea, by Allāh." Then he 

questioned the Prophet concerning all the ordinances of Islam, one after 

another, prayer and fasting, pilgrimage, etc., solemnly adjuring him as before. 

At the end he said, "Then I bear witness that there is no God save Allāh and 

I bear witness that Muḥ ammad is the Prophet of Allāh, and I will observe 

these ordinances and shun what thou hast forbidden, adding nothing thereto, 

and taking nothing away." Then he turned away and loosened his camel and 

returned unto his own people, and when he had gathered them together, the 

first words he spoke unto them were : " Vile things are Lāt and 'Uzzā." They 

cried out, "Hold! Ḍ imām, take heed of leprosy or madness!" "Fie on you!" he 

replied. "By Allāh! they can neither work you weal nor woe, for Allāh has 

sent a Prophet and revealed to him a book, whereby he delivers you from your 
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evil plight; I bear witness that there is no God save Allāh alone and that 

Muḥ ammad is His servant and His Prophet; and I have brought you tidings 

of what he enjoins and what he forbids." The story goes on that ere nightfall 

there was not a man or woman in the camp who had not accepted Islam.
1
 

Another such missionary was 'Amr b Murrah, belonging to the tribe of 

the Banū Juhaynah, who dwelt between Medina and the Red Sea. The date of 

his conversion was prior to the Flight, in the same year (A.H. 5), and he thus 

describes it: "We had an idol that we worshipped, and I was the guardian of 

its shrine. When I heard of the Prophet, I broke it in pieces and set off to 

Muḥ ammad, where I accepted Islam and bore witness to the truth, and 

believed on what Muḥ ammad declared to be allowed and forbidden. And to this 

my verses refer : ' I bear witness that God is Truth and that I am the first to 

abandon the gods of stones, and I have girded up my loins to make my way to 

you over rough ways and smooth, to join myself to him who in himself and for 

his ancestry is the noblest of men, the apostle of the Lord whose throne is 

above the clouds.'' He was sent by Muḥ ammad to preach Islam to his tribe, 

and his efforts were crowned with such success that there was only one man who 

refused to listen to his exhortations.
2
 

When the truce of Ḥudaybiyyah (A.H. 6) made friendly relations with the 

people of Mecca possible, many persons of that city, who had had the 

opportunity of listening to the teaching of Muḥ ammad in the early days of his 

mission, and among them some men of great influence, came out to Medina, to 

embrace the faith of Islam. 

The continual warfare carried on with the people of Mecca had hitherto 

kept the tribes to the south of that city almost entirely outside the influence 

of the new religion. But this truce now made communications with southern 

Arabia possible, and a small band from the tribe of the Banū Daws came from 

the mountains that form the northern boundary of Yaman, and joined 

themselves to the Prophet in Medina. Even before the appearance of 

Muḥ ammad, there were some members of this tribe who had had 

glimmerings of a higher religion than the idolatry prevailing around them, 

and argued that the world must have had a creator, though they knew not who 

he was; and when Muḥ ammad came forward as the apostle of this creator, one 

of these men, by name Tufayl b. 'Amr, came to Mecca to learn who the 

creator was. 

Though warned by the Quraysh of the dangerous influence that 

Muḥ ammad might exercise over him if he entered into conversation with 

him, he followed the Prophet to his house one day, after watching him at 

prayer by the Ka'bah. Muḥ ammad expounded to him the doctrines of Islam, 

and Ṭ ufayl left Mecca full of zeal for the new faith. On his return home he 

succeeded in converting his father and his wife, but found his fellow-tribesmen 
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unwilling to abandon their old idolatrous worship. Disheartened at the ill -

success of his mission, he returned to the Prophet and besought him to call 

down the curse of God on the Banū Daws; but Muḥ ammad encouraged 

him to persevere in his efforts, saying, "Return to thy people and summon 

them to the faith, but deal gently with them." At the  same time he 

prayed, " Oh God! guide the Banū Daws in the right way." The success of 

Ṭ ufayl's propaganda was such that in the year A.H. 7 he came to Medina with 

between seventy and eighty families of his tribesmen who had been won over 

to the faith of Islam, and after the triumphal entry of Muḥ ammad into 

Mecca, Ṭ ufayl set fire to the block of wood that had hitherto been venerated 

as the idol of the tribe.
1
 

In A.H. 7, fifteen more tribes submitted to the Prophet, and after the 

surrender of Mecca in A.H. 8, the ascendancy of Islam was assured, and those 

Arabs who had held aloof, saying, "Let Muḥ ammad and his fellow-tribesmen 

fight it out; if he is victorious, then is he a genuine prophet,"
2
 now hastened 

to give in their allegiance to the new religion. Among those who came in after 

the fall of Mecca were some of the most bitter persecutors of Muḥ ammad in 

the earlier days of his mission, to whom his noble forbearance and forgiveness 

now gave a place in the brotherhood of Islam. The following year witnessed 

the martyrdom of 'Urwah b. Mas'ūd, one of the chiefs of the people of Ṭ ā'if, 

which city the Muslims had unsuccessfully attempted to capture. He had been 

absent at that time in Yaman, and returned from his journey shortly after the 

raising of the siege. He had met the Prophet two years before at 

Ḥudaybiyyah, and had conceived a profound veneration for him, and now 

came to Medina to embrace the new faith. In the ardour of his zeal he offered 

to go to Ṭ ā'if to convert his fellow-countrymen, and in spite of the efforts of 

Muḥ ammad to dissuade him from so dangerous an undertaking, he returned to 

his native city, publicly declared that he had renounced idolatry, and called 

upon the people to follow his example. While he was preaching, he was 

mortally wounded by an arrow, and died giving thanks to God for having 

granted him the glory of martyrdom. A more successful missionary effort 

was made by another follower of the Prophet in Yaman—probably a year 

later—of which we have the following graphic account: "The apostle of God 

wrote to al-Ḥ ārith and Masrūḥ , and Nu'aym b. 'Abd al-Kulāl of Ḥ imyar: ' 

Peace be upon You so long as ye believe on God and His apostle. God is one 

God, there is no partner with Him. He sent Moses with his signs, and 

created Jesus with his words. The Jews say, "Ezra is the Son of God," and 

the Christians say, "God is one of three, and Jesus is the Son of God." He 

sent the letter by 'Ayyāsh b. Abī Rabī'ah al-Makhzūmī, and said: 'When 

you reach their city, go not in by night, but wait until the morning; then 

carefully perform your ablutions, and pray with two prostrations, and ask God 
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to bless you with success and a friendly reception, and to keep you safe from 

harm. Then take my letter in your right hand, and deliver it with your right 

hand into their right hands, and they will receive it. And recite to them, "The 

unbelievers among the people of the Book and the polytheists did not waver," 

etc. (Sūrah 98), to the end of the Sūrah; when you have finished, say, 

"Muḥ ammad has believed, and I am the first to believe." And you will be 

able to meet every objection they bring against you, and every glittering book 

that they recite to you will lose its light. And when they speak in a foreign 

tongue, say, "Translate it," and say to them, "God is sufficient for me; I believe 

in the Book sent down by Him, and I am commanded to do justice among you; 

God is our Lord and your Lord; to us belong our works, and to you belong your 

works; there is no strife between us and you; God will unite us, and unto 

Him we must return." If they now accept Islam, then ask them for their 

three rods, before which they gather together to pray, one rod of tamarisk that 

is spotted white and yellow, and one knotted like a cane, and one black like 

ebony. Bring the rods out and burn them in the market-place.' So I set 

out," tells 'Ayyāsh, "to do as the Apostle of God had bid me. When I arrived, 

I found that all the people had decked themselves out for a festival: I walked 

on to see them, and came at last to three enormous curtains hung in front of 

three doorways. I lifted the curtain and entered the middle door, and found 

people collected in the courtyard of the building. I introduced myself to them as 

the messenger of the Apostle of God, and did as he had bidden me; and they gave 

heed to my words, and it fell out as he had said."
1
 

In A.H. 9 a deputation of thirteen men from the Banū Kilāb, a 

branch of the Banū 'Āmir b. Ṣ a'ṣ a'ah, came to the Prophet and informed 

him that one of his followers, Ḍaḥ ḥ āk b. Sufyān, had come to them, 

reciting the Qur'an and teaching the doctrines of Islam, and that his 

preaching had won over their tribe to the new faith.
2
 Another branch of 

the same tribe, the Banū Ru'ās b. Kilāb, was converted by one of its 

members, named 'Amr b. Mālik, who had been to Medina and accepted 

Islam, and then returned to his fellow tribes and persuaded them to follow 

his example.
3
 

In the same year a less successful attempt was made by a new 

convert, Wāthilah b. al-Asqa', to induce his clan to accept the faith that he 

himself had embraced after an interview with the Prophet. His father 

scornfully cast him off, saying, "By God! I will never speak a word to you 

again," and none were found willing to believe the doctrines he preached 

with the exception of his sister, who provided him with the means of 

returning to the Prophet at Medina.
4
 This ninth year of the Hijrah has been 

                                                           

1 Ibn Sa'd, § 56. 
2 Ibn Sa'd, § 85. 

3 Id. § 86. 

4 Id. §91. 



 38 

called the year of the deputations, because of the enormous number of 

Arab tribes and cities that now sent delegates to the Prophet, to give in 

their submission. The introduction into Arab society of a new principle of 

social union in the brotherhood of Islam had already begun to weaken the 

binding force of the old tribal ideal, which erected the fabric of society on the 

basis of blood-relationship. The conversion of an individual and his 

reception into the new society was a breach of one of the most fundamental 

laws of Arab life, and its frequent occurrence had acted as a powerful solvent 

on tribal organisation and had left it weak in the face of a national life so 

enthusiastic and firmly-knit as that of the Muslims had become. The 

Arab tribes were thus impelled to give in their submission to the Prophet, 

not merely as the head of the strongest military force in Arabia, but as the 

exponent of a theory of social life that was making all others weak and 

ineffective.
1
 Muḥ ammad had succeeded in introducing into the anarchical 

society of his time a sentiment of national unity, a consciousness of rights 

and duties towards one another such as the Arabs had not felt before.
2
 In this 

way, Islam was uniting together clans that hitherto had been continually at feud 

with one another, and as this great confederacy grew, it more and more 

attracted to itself the weaker among the tribes of Arabia. In the accounts of 

the conversion of the Arab tribes, there is continual mention of the promise of 

security against their enemies, made to them by the Prophet on the occasion 

of their submission, "Woe is me for Muḥ ammad!" was the cry of one of the 

Arab tribes on the news of the death of the Prophet. "So long as he was alive, 

I lived in peace and in safety from my enemies;" and the cry must have found 

an echo far and wide throughout Arabia. 

How superficial was the adherence of numbers of the Arab tribes to 

the faith of Islam may be judged from the widespread apostasy that 

followed immediately on the death of the Prophet. Their acceptance of Islam 

would seem to have been often dictated more by considerations of political 

expediency, and was more frequently a bargain struck under pressure of 

violence than the outcome of any enthusiasm or spiritual awakening. They 

allowed themselves to be swept into the stream of what had now become a 

great national movement, and we miss the fervent zeal of the early converts 

in the cool, calculating attitude of those who came in after the fall of Mecca. 

But even from among these must have come many to swell the ranks of the 

true believers animated with a genuine zeal for the faith, and ready, as we 

have seen, to give their lives in the effort to preach it to their brethren. 

"These men were the true moral heirs of the Prophet, the future 

apostles of Islam, the faithful trustees of all that Muhammad had revealed unto 

the men of God. Into these men, through their constant contact with the 

Prophet and their devotion to him, there had really entered a new mode of 
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thought and feeling, loftier and more civilised than any they had known before; 

they had really changed for the better from every point of view, and later on as 

statesmen and generals, in the most difficult moments of the war of conquest 

they gave magnificent and undeniable proof that the ideas and the doctrines of 

Muḥ ammad had been seed cast on fruitful soil, and had produced a body of 

men of the very highest worth. They were the depositaries of the sacred text of 

the Qur'ān, which they alone knew by heart; they were the jealous guardians 

of the memory of every word and bidding of the Prophet, the trustees of the 

moral heritage of Muḥ ammad. These men formed the venerable stock of Islam 

from whom one day was to spring the noble band of the first jurists, 

theologians and traditionists of Muslim society."
1
 

But for such men as these, so vast a movement could not have held 

together, much less have recovered the shock given it by the death of the 

founder. For it must not be forgotten how distinctly Islam was a new 

movement in heathen Arabia, and how diametrically opposed were the ideals 

of the two societies.
2
 For the introduction of Islam into Arab society did not 

imply merely the sweeping away of a few barbarous and inhuman practices, 

but a complete reversal of the pre-existing ideals of life. 

Herein we have the most conclusive proof of the essentially missionary 

character of the teaching of Muḥ ammad, who thus comes forward as the 

exponent of a new scheme of faith and practice. Whatever may have been the 

conditions favourable to the formation of a new political organisation, 

Muḥ ammad certainly did not find the society of his day prepared to receive 

his religious teaching and waiting only for the voice that would express in 

speech the inarticulate yearnings of their hearts. But it is just this spirit of 

expectancy that is wanting among the Arabs—those at least of the Central 

Arabia towards whom Muḥ ammad's efforts were at first directed. They 

were by no means ready to receive the preaching of a new teacher, least of all 

one who came with the (to them unintelligible) title of apostle of God. 

Again, the equality in Islam of all believers and the common 

brotherhood of all Muslims, which suffered no distinctions between Arab 

and non-Arab, between free and slave, to exist among the faithful, was an 

idea that ran directly counter to the proud clan-feeling of the Arab, who 

grounded his claims to personal consideration on the fame of his ancestors, 

and in the strength of the same carried on the endless blood-feuds in which 

his soul delighted. Indeed, the fundamental principles in the teaching of 

Muhammad were a protest against much that the Arabs had hitherto most 

highly valued, and the newly-converted Muslim was taught to consider as 

virtues, qualities which hitherto he had looked down upon with contempt. 

To the heathen Arab, friendship and hostility were as a loan which he 
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sought to repay with interest, and he prided himself on returning evil for evil, 

and looked down on any who acted otherwise as a weak nidering. 
 He is the perfect man who late and early plotteth still 

  To do a kindness to his friends and work his foes some ill. 
To such men the Prophet said, "Recompense evil with that which is better" 

(xxiii. 98); as they desired the forgiveness of God, they were to pass over and 

pardon offences (xxiv. 22), and a Paradise, vast as the heavens and the earth, 

was prepared for those who mastered their anger and forgave others. (iii. 128.) 

The very institution of prayer was jeered at by the Arabs to whom 

Muḥ ammad first delivered his message, and one of the hardest parts of his task 

was to induce in them that pious attitude of mind towards the Creator, which 

Islam inculcates equally with Judaism and Christianity, but which was practically 

unknown to the heathen Arabs. This self-sufficiency and this lack of the 

religious spirit, joined with their intense pride of race, little fitted them to receive 

the teachings of one who maintained that "The most worthy of honour in the 

sight of God is he that feareth Him most" (xlix. 13). No more could they 

brook the restrictions that Islam sought to lay upon the licence of their lives; 

wine, women, and song, were among the things most dear to the Arab's heart in 

the days of the ignorance, and the Prophet was stern and severe in his 

injunctions respecting each of them. 

Thus, from the very beginning, Islam bears the stamp of a missionary 

religion that seeks to win the hearts of men, to convert them and persuade them 

to enter the brotherhood of the faithful; and as it was in the beginning, so has it 

continued to be up to the present day, as will be the object of the following 

pages to show. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

 

THE SPREAD OF ISLAM AMONG THE CHRISTIAN 

NATIONS OF WESTERN ASIA 

 

AFTER the death of Muḥ ammad, the army he had intended for Syria was 

despatched thither by Abū Bakr, in spite of the protestations made by certain 

Muslims in view of the then disturbed state of Arabia. He silenced their 

expostulations with the words: "I will not revoke any order given by the 

Prophet. Medina may become the prey of wild beasts, but the army must 

carry out the wishes of Muḥ ammad." This was the first of that wonderful 

series of campaigns in which the Arabs overran Syria, Persia and Northern 

Africa—overturning the ancient kingdom of Persia and despoiling the 

Roman Empire of some of its fairest provinces. It does not fall within the 

scope of this work to follow the history of these different campaigns, but, in 

view of the expansion of the Muslim faith that followed the Arab conquests, it 

is of importance to discover what were the circumstances that made such an 

expansion possible. 

A great historian
1
 has well put the problem that meets us here, in the 

following words: "Was it genuine religious enthusiasm, the new strength of a faith 

now for the first time blossoming forth in all its purity, that gave the victory in 

every battle to the arms of the Arabs and in so incredibly short a time founded 

the greatest empire the world had ever seen? But evidence is wanting to 

prove that this was the case. The number was far too small of those who had 

given their allegiance to the Prophet and his teaching with a free and heartfelt 

conviction, while on the other hand all the greater was the number of those who 

had been brought into the ranks of the Muhammadans only through pressure 

from without or by the hope of worldly gain. Khālid, 'that sword of the 

swords of God, exhibited in a very striking manner that mixture of force and 

persuasion whereby he and many of the Quraysh had been converted, when he 

said that God had seized them by the hearts and by the hair and compelled 

them to follow the Prophet. The proud feeling too of a common nationality 

had much influence—a feeling which was more alive among the Arabs of that 

time than (perhaps) among any other people, and which alone determined 

many thousands to give the preference to their countryman and his religion 

before foreign teachers. Still more powerful was the attraction offered by the 

sure prospect of gaining booty in abundance, in fighting for the new religion 

and of exchanging their bare, stony deserts, which offered them only a 

miserable subsistence, for the fruitful and luxuriant countries of Persia, Syria 

and 

Egypt." 

These stupendous conquests which laid the foundations of the Arab 
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empire, were certainly not the outcome of a holy war, waged for the 

propagation of Islam, but they were followed by such a vast defection from 

the Christian faith that this result has often been supposed to have been their 

aim. Thus the sword came to be looked upon by Christian historians as the 

instrument of Muslim propaganda, and in the light of the success attributed to 

it the evidences of the genuine missionary activity of Islam were obscured. But 

the spirit which animated the invading hosts of Arabs who poured over the 

confines of the Byzantine and Persian empires, was no proselytising zeal for the 

conversion of souls. On the contrary, religious interests appear to have 

entered but little into the consciousness of the protagonists of the Arab armies.
1
 

This expansion of the Arab race is more rightly envisaged as the migration of a 

vigorous and energetic people driven by hunger and want, to leave their 

inhospitable deserts and overrun the richer lands of their more fortunate 

neighbours.
2
 Still the unifying principle of the movement was the theocracy 

established in Medina, and the organisation of the new state proceeded from 

the devoted companions of Muḥ ammad, the faithful depositaries of his teaching, 

whose moral weight and enthusiasm kept Islam alive as the official religion, 

despite the indifference of those Arabs who gave to it a mere nominal 

adherence.
3
 It is not, therefore, in the annals of the conquering armies that we 

must look for the reasons which lead to the so rapid spread of the Muslim faith, 

but rather in the conditions prevailing among the conquered peoples. 

The national character of this ethnic movement of migration naturally 

attracted to the invading Arab hosts the outlying representatives of the Arab 

race through whom the path of the conquering armies lay. Accordingly it 

is not surprising to find that many of the Christian Bedouins were swept 

into the rushing tide of this great movement and that Arab tribes, who for 

centuries had professed the Christian religion, now abandoned it to embrace 

the Muslim faith. Among these was the tribe of the Banū Ghassān, who held 

sway over the desert east of Palestine and southern Syria, of whom it was said 

that they were "Lords in the days of the ignorance and stars in Islam."
4
 After 

the battle of Qādisiyyah (A.H. 14) in which the Persian army under Rustam had 

been utterly discomfited, many Christians belonging to the Bedouin tribes on 

both sides of the Euphrates came to the Muslim general and said: "The 

tribes that at the first embraced Islam were wiser than we. Now that Rustam 

hath been slain, we will accept the new belief."
5
 Similarly, after the conquest of 

northern Syria, most of the Bedouin tribes, after hesitating a little, joined 
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themselves to the followers of the Prophet.
1
 

That force was not the determining factor in these conversions may be 

judged from the amicable relations that existed between the Christian and the 

Muslim Arabs. Muḥ ammad himself had entered into treaty with several 

Christian tribes, promising them his protection and guaranteeing them the free 

exercise of their religion and to their clergy undisturbed enjoyment of their old 

rights and authority.
2
 A similar bond of friendship united his followers with their 

fellow-countrymen of the older faith, many of whom voluntarily came forward 

to assist the Muslims in their military expeditions in the same spirit of loyalty 

to the new government as had caused them to hold aloof from the great 

apostasy that raised the standard of revolt throughout Arabia immediately 

after the death of the Prophet.
3
 It has been suggested that the Christian Arabs 

who guarded the frontier of the Byzantine empire bordering on the desert 

threw in their lot with the invading Muslim army, when Heraclius refused any 

longer to pay them their accustomed subsidy for military service as wardens 

of the marches.
4
 

In the battle of the Bridge (A.H. 13) when a disastrous defeat was 

imminent and the panic-stricken Arabs were hemmed in between the 

Euphrates and the Persian host, a Christian chief of the Banū Ṭ ayy sprang 

forward like another Spurius Lartius to the side of an Arab Horatius, to assist 

Muthannah the Muslim general in defending the bridge of boats which could 

alone afford the means of an orderly retreat. When fresh levies were raised to 

retrieve this disgrace, among the reinforcements that came pouring in from 

every direction was a Christian tribe of the Banū Namir, who dwelt within the 

limits of the Byzantine empire, and in the ensuing battle of Buwayb (A.H. 13), 

just before the final charge of the Arabs that turned the fortune of battle in 

their favour, Muthannah rode up to the Christian chief and said : "Ye are of 

one blood with us; come now, and as I charge, charge ye with me.” The 

Persians fell back before their furious onslaught, and another great victory 

was added to the glorious roll of Muslim triumphs. One of the most gallant 

exploits of the day was performed by a youth belonging to another Christian 

tribe of the desert, who with his companions, a company of Bedouin horse-

dealers, had come up just as the Arab army was being drawn up in battle array. 

They threw themselves into the fight on the side of their compatriots; and while 

the conflict was raging most fiercely, this youth, rushing into the centre of the 

Persians, slew their leader, and leaping on his richly-caparisoned horse, galloped 

back amidst the plaudits of the Muslim line, crying as he passed in triumph: "I 

am of the Banū Taghlib. I am he that hath slain the chief."
5
 

The tribe to which this young man boasted that he belonged was one of those 
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3  Id. pp. 792-3; vol. iii. p. 253 (§ 8). 

4  Id. pp. 1112-15. 

5  Muir :  Caliphate, pp. 90-4. 
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that elected to remain Christian, while other tribes of Mesopotamia, such as 

the Banū Namir and the Banū Quḍ ā'ah, became Muslim. The Banū 

Taghlib had sent an embassy to the Prophet as early as the year A.H. 9. The 

heathen members of the deputation embraced Islam and he made a treaty with 

the Christians according to which they were to retain their old faith but were 

not to baptise their children. A condition so entirely at variance with the 

usual tolerant attitude of Muḥ ammad towards the Christian Arabs, who were 

allowed to choose between conversion to Islam and the payment of jizyah 

and never compelled to abandon their faith, has given rise to the conjecture 

that this condition was suggested by the Christian families of the Banū Taghlib 

themselves, out of motives of economy.
1
 The long survival of Christianity in this 

tribe shows that this condition was certainly not observed. The caliph 'Umar 

forbade any pressure to be put upon them, when they showed themselves 

unwilling to abandon their old faith and ordered that they should be left 

undisturbed in the practice of it, but that they were not to oppose the 

conversion of any member of their tribe to Islam nor baptise the children 

of such as became Muslims.
2
 They were called upon to pay the jizyah

3
 or 

tax imposed on the non-Muslim subjects, but they felt it to be humiliating 

to their pride to pay a tax that was levied in return for  protection of life 

and property, and petitioned the caliph to be allowed to make the same kind of 

contribution as the Muslims did. So in lieu of the jizyah they paid a double 

Ṣ adaqah or alms,
4
—which was a poor tax levied on the fields and cattle, etc., 

of the Muslims.
5
 It especially irked the Muslims that any of the Arabs should 

remain true to the Christian faith. The majority of the Banū Tanūkh had 

become Muslim in the year A.H. 12, when with other Christian Arab tribes they 

submitted to Khālid b. al-Walīd,
6
 but some of them appear to have remained 

true to their old faith for nearly a century and a half, since the caliph al-Mahdī 

(A.H. 158-169) is said to have seen a number of them who dwelt in the 

neighbourhood of Aleppo, and learning that they were Christians, in anger 

ordered them to accept Islam— which they did to the number of 5000, and one 

of them suffered martyrdom rather than apostatise.
7
 But for the most part, 

details are lacking for any history of the disappearance of Christianity from 

among the Christian Arab tribes of Northern Arabia; they seem to have 

become absorbed in the surrounding Muslim community by an almost 

                                                           

1  Caetani, vol. ii. p. 299.    Wellhausen, iv. p. 156 (n. 5). 

2  Ṭ abarī, Prima Series, p. 2482. 

3 For an exhaustive study of the jizyah, with a masterly array and critical examination of all the available 

historical materials, see Caetani,  vol. v. p. 319 sqq.; for Egypt during the first century of Muslim rule, see Bell, 

p. 167 sqq., and Becker, Beiträge zur Geschichte Aegyptens unter dem Islam, p. 81 sqq. 

4 Caetani (vol. iv. P. 227) believes that this story is the invention of a later epoch, to explain the fiscal anomaly 

of a Christian tribe being treated as if it were Muslim. 

5  The few meagre notices of this tribe in the works of Arabic historians have been admirably summarised by 

Lammens: Le Chantre des Omiades.  (J. A., ix. sér., tome iv. pp. 97-9, 438-59.) See also Caetani, vol. iv. p. 227 

sqq. 

6 Caetani, vol. ii. p. 1180. 

7 Barhebræus (3), pp. 134-5. 
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insensible process of "peaceful penetration"; had attempts been made to convert 

them by force when they first came under Muhammadan rule, it would not 

have been possible for Christians to have survived among them up to the times 

of the 'Abbāsid caliphs.
1
 

The people of Ḥ īrah had likewise resisted all the efforts made by Khalīd to 

induce them to accept the Muslim faith. This city was one of the most illustrious 

in the annals of Arabia, and to the mind of the impetuous hero of Islam it 

seemed that an appeal to their Arab blood would be enough to induce them to 

enrol themselves with the followers of the Prophet of Arabia. When the 

besieged citizens sent an embassy to the Muslim general to arrange the terms of 

the capitulation of their city, Khalīd asked them, "Who are you? are you 

Arabs or Persians?" Then 'Adī, the spokesman of the deputation, replied, "Nay, 

we are pure-blooded Arabs, while others among us are naturalised Arabs." 

Kh. "Had you been what you say you are, you would not have opposed us 

or hated our cause." 'A. "Our pure Arab speech is the proof of what I say." Kh. 

" You speak truly. Now choose you one of these three things: either (1) 

accept our faith, then your rights and obligations will be the same as ours, 

whether you choose to go into another country or stay in your own land; or 

(2) pay jizyah; or (3) war and battle. Verily, by God! I have come to you 

with a people who are more desirous of death than you are of life." 'A. "Nay, 

we will pay you jizyah." Kh. "Ill-luck to you! Unbelief is a pathless desert 

and foolish is the Arab who, when two guides meet him wandering therein — 

the one an Arab and the other not — leaves the first and accepts the guidance 

of the foreigner."
2
  

Due provision was made for the instruction of the new converts, for while 

whole tribes were being converted to the faith with such rapidity, it was 

necessary to take precautions against errors, both in respect of creed and ritual, 

such as might naturally be feared in the case of ill-instructed converts. 

Accordingly we find that the caliph 'Umar appointed teachers in every 

country, whose duty it was to instruct the people in the teachings of the Qur'ān 

and the observances of their new faith. The magistrates were also ordered to see 

that all, whether old or young, were regular in their attendance at public 

prayer, especially on Fridays and in the month of Ramaḍ ān. The importance 

attached to this work of instructing the new converts may be judged from the 

fact that in the city of Kūfah it was no less a personage than the state treasurer 

who was entrusted with this task.
3
 

From the examples given above of the toleration extended towards the 

Christian Arabs by the victorious Muslims of the first century of the Hijrah and 

continued by succeeding generations, we may surely infer that those Christian tribes 

                                                           

1 Caetani, vol. ii. p. 828. 

2 Ṭ abarī, i. p. 2041. 

3 Mas’ūdī, tome iv. p. 256. 
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that did embrace Islam, did so of their own choice and free will.
1
 The Christian 

Arabs of the present day, dwelling in the midst of a Muhammadan population, 

are a living testimony of this toleration; Layard speaks of having come across 

an encampment of Christian Arabs at al-Karak, to the east of the Dead Sea, 

who differed in no way, either in dress or in manners, from the Muslim Arabs.
2
 

Burckhardt was told by the monks of Mount Sinai that in the last century 

there still remained several families of Christian Bedouins who had not 

embraced Islam, and that the last of them, an old woman, died in 1750, and 

was buried in the garden of the convent.
3
 

Many of the Arabs of the renowned tribe of the Banū Ghassān, Arabs of 

the purest blood, who embraced Christianity towards the end of the fourth 

century, still retain the Christian faith, and since their submission to the Church 

of Rome, about two centuries ago, employ the Arabic language in their religious 

services.
4
 

If we turn from the Bedouins to consider the attitude of the settled 

inhabitants of the towns and the non-Arab population towards the new 

religion, we do not find that the Arab conquest was so rapidly followed by 

conversions to Islam. The Christians of the great cities of the eastern provinces 

of the Byzantine empire seem for the most part to have remained faithful to 

their ancestral creed, to which indeed they still in large numbers cling. 

In order that we may fully appreciate their condition under the Muslim 

rule, and estimate the influences that led to occasional conversions, it will be 

well briefly to sketch their situation under the Christian rule of the Byzantine 

empire which fell back before the Arab arms. 

A hundred years before, Justinian had succeeded in giving some show 

of unity to the Roman Empire, but after his death it rapidly fell asunder, and 

at this time there was an entire want of common national feeling between the 

provinces and the seat of government. Heraclius had made some partially 

successful efforts to attach Syria again to the central government, but 

unfortunately the general methods of reconciliation which he adopted had 

served only to increase dissension instead of allaying it. Religious passions were 

the only existing substitute for national feeling, and he tried, by propounding 

an exposition of faith, that was intended to serve as an eirenicon, to stop all 

further disputes between the contending factions and unite the heretics to the 

Orthodox Church and to the central government. The Council of Chalcedon 

(451) had maintained that Christ was "to be acknowledged in two natures, 

without confusion, change, division, or separation; the difference of the natures 

                                                           

1  " Gli Arabi nei primi anni non perseguitarono invece alcuno per ragioni di fede, non si diedero pena alcuna per 

convertire chicchessia, sicchè sotto l’Islām, dopo le prime conquiste, i cristiani Semiti goderno d'una tolleranza 

religiosa quale non si era mai vista da varie generazioni." (Caetani, vol. v. p. 4.) 

2 Sir Henry Layard: Early Adventures in Persia, Susiana and Babylonia, vol. i. p. 100. (London, 1887); R. 

Hartmann : Die Herrschaft von al-Karak. (Der Islam, vol. ii. p. 137.) 

3  Burckhardt (2), p. 564. 

4 W.G. Palgrave: Essays on Eastern Questions, pp. 206-8. (London, 1872.) 
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being in nowise taken away by reason of their union, but rather the properties 

of each nature being preserved, and concurring into one person and one 

substance, not as it were divided or separated into two persons, but one and the 

same Son and only begotten, God the Word." This council was rejected by the 

Monophysites, who only allowed one nature in the person of Christ, who was 

said to be a composite person, having all attributes divine and human, but the 

substance bearing these attributes was no longer a duality, but a composite 

unity. The controversy between the orthodox party and the Monophysites, 

who flourished particularly in Egypt and Syria and in countries outside the 

Byzantine empire, had been hotly contested for nearly two centuries, when 

Heraclius sought to effect a reconciliation by means of the doctrine of 

Monotheletism: while conceding the duality of the natures, it secured unity of 

the person in the actual life of Christ, by the rejection of two series of 

activities in this one person; the one Christ and Son of God effectuates that 

which is human and that which is divine by one divine human agency, i. e. 

there is only one will in the Incarnate Word.
1   

But Heraclius shared the fate of so many would-be peace-makers : 

for not only did the controversy blaze up again all the more fiercely, but he 

himself was stigmatised as a heretic and drew upon himself the wrath of both 

parties. 

Indeed, so bitter was the feeling he aroused that there is strong reason 

to believe that even a majority of the orthodox subjects of the Roman Empire, 

in the provinces that were conquered during this emperor's reign, were the 

well-wishers of the Arabs ; they regarded the emperor with aversion as a 

heretic, and were afraid that he might commence a persecution in order to 

force upon them his Monotheistic opinions.
2  

They therefore readily — and even 

eagerly — received the new masters who promised them religious toleration, 

and were willing to compromise their religious position and their national 

independence if only they could free themselves from the immediately 

impending danger. 

Michael the Elder, Jacobite Patriarch of Antioch, writing in the latter 

half of the twelfth century, could approve the decision of his co-religionists 

and see the finger of God in the Arab conquests even after the Eastern 

churches had had experience of five centuries of Muhammadan rule. After 

recounting the persecutions of Heraclius, he writes: "This is why the God 

of vengeance, who alone is all-powerful, and changes the empire of mortals 

as He will, giving it to whomsoever He will, and uplifting the humble — 

beholding the wickedness of the Romans who, throughout their dominions, 

                                                           

1  I. A. Dorner: A System of Christian Doctrine, vol. iii. pp. 215-16. (London, 1885.) J. C. Robertson: History of 

the Christian Church, vol. ii. p. 226. (London, 1875.) 
2  That such fears were not wholly groundless may be judged from the emperor's intolerant behaviour towards 

many of the Monophysite party in his progress through Syria after the defeat of the Persians in 627. (See 

Michael the Elder, vol. ii. p. 412, and Caetani, vol. ii. p. 1049.) For the outrages committed by the Byzantine 

soldiers on their coreligionists in the reign of Constans II (642-668), see Michael the Elder, vol. ii. p. 443. 
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cruelly plundered our churches and our monasteries and condemned us 

without pity — brought from the region of the south the sons of Ishmael, to 

deliver us through them from the hands of the Romans. And, if in truth, we 

have suffered some loss, because the catholic churches, that had been 

taken away from us and given to the Chalcedonians, remained in their 

possession; for when the cities submitted to the Arabs, they assigned to 

each denomination the churches which they found it to be in possession of 

(and at that time the great church of Emessa and that of Harran had been taken 

away from us); nevertheless it was no slight advantage for us to be delivered 

from the cruelty of the Romans, their wickedness, their wrath and cruel zeal 

against us, and to find ourselves at peace."
1
 

When the Muslim army reached the valley of the Jordan and Abū 

'Ubaydah pitched his camp at Fiḥ l, the Christian inhabitants of the country 

wrote to the Arabs, saying: "O Muslims, we prefer you to the Byzantines, 

though they are of our own faith, because you keep better faith with us and are 

more merciful to us and refrain from doing us injustice and your rule over us is 

better than theirs, for they have robbed us of our goods and our homes."
2
 The 

people of Emessa closed the gates of their city against the army of Heraclius 

and told the Muslims that they preferred their government and justice to the 

injustice and oppression of the Greeks.
3
 

Such was the state of feeling in Syria during the campaign of 633-639 in 

which the Arabs gradually drove the Roman army out of the province. And 

when Damascus, in 637, set the example of making terms with the Arabs, and 

thus secured immunity from plunder and other favourable conditions, the rest of 

the cities of Syria were not slow to follow. Emessa, Arethusa, Hieropolis and 

other towns entered into treaties whereby they became tributary to the Arabs. 

Even the patriarch of Jerusalem surrendered the city on similar terms. The fear 

of religious compulsion on the part of the heretical emperor made the promise 

of Muslim toleration appear more attractive than the connection with the 

Roman Empire and a Christian government, and after the first terrors caused by 

the passage of an invading army, there succeeded a profound revulsion of 

feeling in favour of the Arab conquerors.
4
 

For the provinces of the Byzantine empire that were rapidly acquired 

by the prowess of the Muslims found themselves in the enjoyment of a 

                                                           

1 Michael the Elder, vol. ii. pp. 412-13. Barhebræus, about a century later, wrote in a similar strain. (Chronicon 

Ecclesiasticum, ed. J. B. Abbeloos et Lamy, p. 474.) 

2 Azdī, p. 97. 

3 Balādhurī, p. 137. 

4 Caetani, vol. iii. p. 813; vol. v. p. 394. (" Gli abitanti accettarono con non celato favore il mutamento di 

governo, appena ebbero compreso che gli Arabi avrebbero rispettato i loro diritti individuali, ed avrebbero 

lasciata completa libertà di coscienza in materia religiosa. In Siria, città ed interi distretti si affrettarono a trattare 

con gli Arabi anche prima della rotta finale dei Greci. Nel Sawād si lasciarono passivamente sopraffare 

accettando il nuovo dominio senza pattuire condizioni di sorta; è probabile che anche in Siria questo fosse il caso 

per molte regioni remote dalle grandi vie di comunicazioni.") 
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toleration such as, on account of their Monophysite and Nestorian opinions, 

had been unknown to them for many centuries. They were allowed the free 

and undisturbed exercise of their religion with some few restrictions imposed 

for the sake of preventing any friction between the adherents of the rival 

religions, or arousing any fanaticism by the ostentatious exhibition of religious 

symbols that were so offensive to Muslim feeling.
1
 

 
The extent of this 

toleration—so striking in the history of the seventh century—may be judged 

from the terms granted to the conquered cities, in which protection of life and 

property and toleration of religious belief were given in return for submission 

and the payment of jizyah.
2
 

The exact details of these agreements cannot easily be disentangled from 

the accretions with which they have become overlaid, but whether verbally 

authentic or not, they are significant as representing the historic tradition 

accepted by the Muslim historians of the second century of the Hijrah—a 

tradition that could hardly have become established had there been extant 

evidence to the contrary. As an example of such an agreement, the conditions
3
 

may be quoted that are stated to have been drawn up when Jerusalem 

submitted to the caliph 'Umar b. al-Khaṭ ṭ āb: "In the name of God, the 

Merciful, the Compassionate! This is the security which 'Umar, the servant of 

God, the commander of the faithful, grants to the people of Ælia. He grants 

to all, whether sick or sound, security for their lives, their possessions, their 

churches and their crosses, and for all that concerns their religion. Their 

churches shall not be changed into dwelling places, nor destroyed, neither shall 

they nor their appurtenances be in any way diminished, nor the crosses of the 

inhabitants nor aught of their possessions, nor shall any constraint be put upon 

them in the matter of their faith, nor shall any one of them be harmed." 
4
 

Tribute was imposed upon them of five dīnārs for the rich, four for the 

middle class and three for the poor. In company with the Patriarch, 'Umar 

visited the holy places, and it is said while they were in the Church of the 

Resurrection, as it was the appointed hour of prayer, the Patriarch bade the 

caliph offer his prayers there, but he thoughtfully refused, saying that if he were 

to do so, his followers might afterwards claim it as a place of Muslim worship. 

It is in harmony with the same spirit of kindly consideration for his subjects 

of another faith, that 'Umar is recorded to have ordered an allowance of money 

and food to be made to some Christian lepers, apparently out of the public 

funds.
5
 

 
Even in his last testament, in which he enjoins on his successor the 

duties of his high office, he remembers the dhimmīs (or protected persons of 

other faiths): "I commend to his care the dhimmīs, who enjoy the protection of 

                                                           

1  Gottheil has brought together a valuable collection of documentary evidence as to the condition of the 

protected peoples under Muslim rule in his "Dhimmīs and Moslems in Egypt." 

2 Balādhurī, pp. 74 (ad fin.), 116, 121 (med.). 

3 For a discussion of this document, see Caetani, vol. iii. p. 952 sqq. 

4 Ṭ abarī, i. p. 2405. 

5 Balādhurī, p. 129. 
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God and of the Prophet; let him see to it that the covenant with them is kept, 

and that no greater burdens than they can bear are laid upon them."
1
 

A later generation attributed to 'Umar a number of restrictive regulations 

which hampered the Christians in the free exercise of their religion, but De 

Goeje
2
  and Caetani

3
 have proved without doubt that they are the invention of 

a later age; as, however, Muslim theologians of less tolerant periods accepted 

these ordinances as genuine, they are of importance for forming a judgment as 

to the condition of the Christian Churches under Muslim rule. This so-called 

ordinance of 'Umar runs as follows:—"In the name of God, the Merciful, 

the Compassionate! This is a writing to 'Umar b. al-Khaṭ ṭ āb from the 

Christians of such and such a city. When you marched against us, we 

asked of you protection for ourselves, our posterity, our possessions and our 

co-religionists; and we made this stipulation with you, that we will not erect 

in our city or the suburbs any new monastery, church, cell or hermitage;
4
 that 

we will not repair any of such buildings that may fall into ruins, or renew those 

that may be situated in the Muslim quarters of the town; that we will not refuse 

the Muslims entry into our churches either by night or by day; that we will 

open the gates wide to passengers and travellers; that we will receive any 

Muslim traveller into our houses and give him food and lodging for three 

nights; that we will not harbour any spy in our churches or houses, or conceal 

any enemy of the Muslims; that we will not teach our children the Qur'ān;
5
  

that we will not make a show of the Christian religion nor invite any one to 

embrace it; that we will not prevent any of our kinsmen from embracing 

Islam, if they so desire. That we will honour the Muslims and rise up in our 

assemblies when they wish to take their seats; that we will  not imitate them 

in our dress, either in the cap, turban, sandals, or parting of the hair; that we 

will not make use of their expressions of speech,
6
 nor adopt their surnames; that 

that we will not ride on saddles, or gird on swords, or take to ourselves arms or 

wear them, or engrave Arabic inscriptions on our rings; that we will not sell 

wine; that we will shave the front of our heads; that we will keep to our own 

style of dress, wherever we may be; that we will wear girdles round our waists; 

that we will not display the cross upon our churches or display our crosses or 

our sacred books in the streets of the Muslims, or in their marketplaces;
7
 that 

                                                           

1 Ibn S'ad, III, i. p. 246. 

2 Mémoire sur la conquête de la Syrie, p. 143 sq. 

3 Annali dell' Islām, vol. iii. p. 957. 

4 Some authorities on Muhammadan law held that this rule did not extend to villages and hamlets, in which the 

construction of churches was not to be prevented.    (Hidāyah, vol. ii. p. 210.) 

5 "The Ulamā' are divided in opinion on the question of the teaching of the Qur'ān : the sect of Mālik forbids it: 

that of Abū Ḥanīfah allows it; and Shāfi'ī has two opinions on the subject: on the one hand, he countenances the 

study of it, as indicating a leaning towards Islam; and on the other hand, he forbids it, because he fears that the 

unbeliever who studies the Qur'ān being still impure may read it solely with the object of turning it to ridicule, 

since he is the enemy of God and the Prophet who wrote the book; now as these two statements are 

contradictory, Shāfi'ī has no formally stated opinion on this matter." (Belin, p. 508.) 

6 Such as the forms of greeting, etc., that are only to be used by Muslims to one another. 

7  Abū Yūsuf (p. 82) says that Christians were to be allowed to go in procession once a year with crosses, but not 
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we will strike the bells
1
  in our churches lightly; that we will not recite our 

services in a loud voice when a Muslim is present, that we will not carry palm-

branches or our images in procession in the streets, that at the burial of our 

dead we will not chant loudly or carry lighted candles in the streets of the 

Muslims or their market-places; that we will not take any slaves that have 

already been in the possession of Muslims, nor spy into their houses; and that 

we will not strike any Muslim. All this we promise to observe, on behalf of 

ourselves and our co-religionists, and receive protection from you in exchange; 

and if we violate any of the conditions of this agreement, then we forfeit your 

protection and you are at liberty to treat us as enemies and rebels."
2
 

The earliest mention of this document is made by Ibn Ḥazm, who died in 

the middle of the fifth century of the Hijrah; its provisions represent the more 

intolerant practice of a later age, and indeed were regulations that were put 

into force with no sort of regularity, some outburst of fanaticism being 

generally needed for any appeal to be made for their application. There is 

abundant evidence to show that the Christians in the early days of the 

Muhammadan conquest had little to complain of in the way of religious 

disabilities. It is true that adherence to their ancient faith rendered them 

obnoxious to the payment of jizyah—a word which originally denoted tribute 

of any kind paid by the non-Muslim subjects of the Arab empire, but came 

later on to be used for the capitation-tax as the fiscal system of the new rulers 

became fixed;
3
 but this jizyah was too moderate to constitute a burden, seeing 

that it released them from the compulsory military service that was 

incumbent on their Muslim fellow-subjects. Conversion to Islam was certainly 

attended by a certain pecuniary advantage, but his former religion could have 

had but little hold on a convert who abandoned it merely to gain exemption 

from the jizyah; and now, instead of jizyah, the convert had to pay the legal 

alms, zakāt, annually levied on most kinds of movable and immovable 

property.
4
 

The pecuniary temptation to escape the incidence of taxation by means of 

conversion was considerably lessened when financial considerations compelled 

the Arab government, towards the end of the first century, to insist on the new 

converts continuing to pay jizyah even after they had been received into the 

community of the faithful.
5
 On the other hand it must be remembered that the 

non-Muslim sections of the population always ran the risk of becoming the 

victims of fiscal oppression when the state was in need of revenue. 

                                                                                                                                                                                     

not with banners; outside the city, not inside where the mosques were. 

1  The nāqūs, lit. an oblong piece of wood, struck with a rod. 

2 Gottheil, pp. 382-4, where references are given to the various versions of this document. 

3 There is evidence to show that the Arab conquerors left unchanged the fiscal system that they found prevailing 

in the lands they conquered from the Byzantines, and that the explanation of jizyah as a capitation-tax is an 

invention of later jurists, ignorant of the true condition of affairs in the early days of Islam. (Caetani, vol. iv. p. 

610 (§ 231); vol. v. p. 449.) H. Lammens: Ziād ibn Abīhi. (Rivista degli Studi Orientali, vol. iv. p. 215. ) 

4  Goldziher, vol. i. pp. 50-7, 427-30.    Caetani, vol. v. p. 311 sqq. 

5  Caetani, vol. v. pp. 424 (§ 752), 432. 
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The rates of jizyah levied by the early conquerors were not uniform,
1
 

and the great Muslim doctors, Abū Ḥanīfah and Mālik, are not in agreement on 

some of the less important details;
2
  the following facts taken from the Kitāb al-

Kharāj, drawn up by Abū Yūsuf at the request of Hārūn al-Rashīd (A.D. 786-809) 

may be taken as generally representative of Muhammadan procedure under the 

'Abbāsid Caliphate. The rich were to pay forty-eight dirhams
3
 a year, the 

middle classes twenty-four, while from the poor, i. e. the field-labourers and 

artisans, only twelve dirhams were taken. This tax could be paid in kind if 

desired; cattle, merchandise, household effects, even needles were to be 

accepted in lieu of specie, but not pigs, wine, or dead animals. The tax was to 

be levied only on able-bodied males, and not on women or children.
4
 The poor 

who were dependent for their livelihood on alms and the aged poor who were 

incapable of work were also specially excepted, as also the blind, the lame, the 

incurables and the insane, unless they happened to be men of wealth; this same 

condition applied to priests and monks, who were exempt if dependent on the 

alms of the rich, but had to pay if they were well-to-do and lived in comfort. 

The collectors of the jizyah were particularly instructed to show leniency, 

and refrain from all harsh treatment or the infliction of Corporal punishment, 

in case of non-payment.
5
 

This tax was not imposed on the Christians, as some would have us 

think, as a penalty for their refusal to accept the Muslim faith, but was paid by 

them in common with the other dhimmīs or non-Muslim subjects of the state 

whose religion precluded them from serving in the army, in return for the 

protection secured for them by the arms of the Musalmans. When the people 

of Hīrah contributed the sum agreed upon, they expressly mentioned that they 

paid this jizyah on condition that "the Muslims and their leader protect us from 

those who would oppress us, whether they be Muslims or others."
6
 Again, in 

in the treaty made by Khālid with some towns in the neighbourhood of 

Hīrah, he writes: "If we protect you, then jizyah is due to us; but if we do not, 

then it is not due."
7
 How clearly this condition was recognised by the 

Muhammadans may be judged from the following incident in the reign of the 

Caliph 'Umar. The Emperor Heraclius had raised an enormous army with 

which to drive back the invading forces of the Muslims, who had in 

consequence to concentrate all their energies on the impending encounter. 

The Arab general, Abū 'Ubaydah, accordingly wrote to the governors of the 

conquered cities of Syria, ordering them to pay back all the jizyah that had 

been collected from the cities, and wrote to the people, saying, "We give 
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you back the money that we took from you, as we have received news that a 

strong force is advancing against us. The agreement between us was that we 

should protect you, and as this is not now in our power, we return you all that 

we took. But if we are victorious we shall consider ourselves bound to you by 

the old terms of our agreement." In accordance with this order, enormous 

sums were paid back out of the state treasury, and the Christians called down 

blessings on the heads of the Muslims, saying, " May God give you rule over us 

again and make you victorious over the Romans; had it been they, they 

would not have given us back anything, but would have taken all that 

remained with us."
1
 

As stated above, the jizyah was levied on the able-bodied males, in lieu of 

the military service they would have been called upon to perform had they been 

Musalmans; and it is very noticeable that when any Christian people served in 

the Muslim army, they were exempted from the payment of this tax. Such was 

the case with the tribe of al-Jurājimah, a Christian tribe in the neighbourhood 

of Antioch, who made peace with the Muslims, promising to be their allies 

and fight on their side in battle, on condition that they should not be called 

upon to pay jizyah and should receive their proper share of the booty.
2
 When 

the Arab conquests were pushed to the north of Persia in A.H. 22, a similar 

agreement was made with a frontier tribe, which was exempted from the 

payment of jizyah in consideration of military service.
3
 

We find similar instances of the remission
1
 of jizyah in the case of 

Christians who served in the army or navy under the Turkish rule. For 

example, the inhabitants of Megaris, a community of Albanian Christians, 

were exempted from the payment of this tax on condition that they furnished a 

body of armed men to guard the passes over Mounts Cithæron and Geranea, 

which lead to the Isthmus of Corinth; the Christians who served as pioneers of 

the advance-guard of the Turkish army, repairing the roads and bridges, were 

likewise exempt from tribute and received grants of land quit of all taxation;
4
 

and the Christian inhabitants of Hydra paid no direct taxes to the Sultan, but 

furnished instead a contingent of 250 able-bodied seamen to the Turkish fleet, 

who were supported out of the local treasury.
5
 

The Southern Rumanians, the so-called Armatoli,
6
 who constituted so 

important an element of strength in the Turkish army during the sixteenth and 

seventeenth centuries, and the Mirdites, a tribe of Albanian Catholics who 

occupied the mountains to the north of Scutari, were exempt from taxation on 

condition of supplying an armed contingent in time of war.
7
 In the same spirit, 
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spirit, in consideration of the services they rendered to the state, the 

capitation-tax was not imposed upon the Greek Christians who looked after 

the aqueducts that supplied Constantinople with drinking water,
1
 nor on those 

who had charge of the powder-magazine in that city.
2
 On the other hand, 

when the Egyptian peasants, although Muslim in faith, were made exempt 

from military service, a tax was imposed upon them as on the Christians, in lieu 

thereof.
3
 

Living under this security of life and property and such toleration of 

religious thought, the Christian community— especially in the towns—

enjoyed a flourishing prosperity in the early days of the Caliphate. 

Mu'āwiyah (661-680) employed Christians very largely in his service, 

and other members of the reigning house followed his example.
4
 Christians 

frequently held high posts at court, e.g. a Christian Arab, al-Akhṭ al, was court 

poet, and the father of St. John of Damascus, counsellor to the caliph 'Abd al-

Malik (685-705). In the service of the caliph al-Mu'taṣ im (833-842), there 

were two brothers, Christians, who stood very high in the confidence of the 

Commander of the Faithful: the one, named Salmūyah, seems to have 

occupied somewhat the position of a modern secretary of state, and no 

royal documents were valid until countersigned by him, while his brother, 

Ibrāhīm, was entrusted with the care of the privy seal, and was set over the 

Bayt al-Māl or Public Treasury, an office that, from the nature of the funds 

and their disposal, might have been expected to have been put into the hands 

of a Muslim; so great was the caliph's personal affection for this Ibrāhīm, that 

he visited him in his sickness, and was overwhelmed with grief at his death, 

and on the day of the funeral ordered the body to be brought to the palace and 

the Christian rites performed there with great solemnity.
5
 

'Abd al-Malik appointed a certain Athanasius, a Christian scholar of Edessa, 

tutor to his brother, 'Abd al-'Azīz. Athanasius accompanied his pupil, when he 

was appointed governor of Egypt, and there amassed great wealth; he is said to 

have possessed 4000 slaves, villages, houses, gardens, and gold and silver " like 

stones "; his sons took a dīnār from each of the soldiers when they received their 

pay, and as there were 30,000 troops then in Egypt, some idea may be formed of 

the wealth that Athanasius accumulated during the twenty-one years that he 

spent in that country.
6
 At the close of the eighth century, a certain Abū Nūḥ  

al-Anbārī was secretary to Abū Mūsā b. Muṣ 'ab, governor of Mosul, and used 

his powerful influence for the benefit of his Christian co-religionists.
7
 

In the reign of al-Mu'tadid (892-902), the governor of Anbār, 'Umar b. 
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Yūsuf, was a Christian, and the caliph approved of the appointment on the 

ground that if a Christian were found to be competent, a post might well be 

given to him, as there were better reasons for trusting a Christian than either a 

Jew, a Muslim or a Zoroastrian.
1
 

c
Al-Muwaffaq, who was virtual ruler of the 

empire during the reign of his brother al-Mu'tamid (870-892), entrusted the 

administration of the army to a Christian named Israel, and his son, al-

Mu'taḍ id, had as one of his secretaries another Christian, Malik b. al-Walīd. In 

a later reign, that of al-Muqtadir (908-932), a Christian was again in charge of 

the war office.
2
 

Naṣ r b. Hārūn, the Prime Minister of 'Aḍ ud al-Dawlah (949-982), of the 

Buwayhid dynasty of Persia, who ruled over Southern Persia and 'Iraq, was a 

Christian.
3
 For a long time, the government offices, especially in the depart-

ment of finance, were filled with Christians and Persians;
4
 to a much later date 

date was such the case in Egypt, where at times the Christians almost 

entirely monopolised such posts.
5
 Particularly as physicians, the Christians 

frequently amassed great wealth and were much honoured in the houses of the 

great. Gabriel, the personal physician of the caliph Hārūn al-Rashīd, was a 

Nestorian Christian and derived a yearly income of 800,000 dirhams from his 

private property, in addition to an emolument of 280,000 dirhams a year in 

return for his attendance on the caliph; the second physician, also a Christian, 

received 22,000 dirhams a year.
6
 In trade and commerce, the Christians also 

attained considerable affluence: indeed it was frequently their wealth that 

excited against them the jealous cupidity of the mob—a feeling that fanatics 

took advantage of, to persecute and oppress them. Further, the non-Muslim 

communities enjoyed an almost complete autonomy, for the government placed 

in their hands the independent management of their internal affairs, and their 

religious leaders exercised judicial functions in cases that concerned their co-

religionists only.
7
 Their churches and monasteries were, for the most part, not 

interfered with, except in the large cities, where some of them were turned into 

mosques— a measure that could hardly be objected to in view of the enormous 

increase in the Muslim and corresponding decrease in the Christian population. 

Recent historical criticism has demonstrated the impossibility of the 

legend that when Damascus was taken by the Arabs, the churches were 

equally divided between the Christians and the conquerors, on the plea that 

while one Muslim general made his way into the city by the eastern gate at the 

point of the sword, another at the western gate received the submission of the 

governor of the city; a similar scrutiny of historical documents as well as of the 
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topography of the building has shown that the great cathedral of St. John could 

never have been used in the manner described by some Arabic historians as a 

common place of worship for both Christians and Muslims.
1
 But the very fact 

that these historians should have believed that such an arrangement continued 

for nearly eighty years, testifies to the early recognition of the liberty granted 

to the Christians of practising the observances of their religion. 

The opinion of the Muhammadan legists is very diverse on this 

question, from the more liberal Ḥanafī doctrine, which declares that, though 

it is unlawful to construct churches and synagogues in Muhammadan territory, 

those already existing can be repaired if they have been destroyed or have fallen 

into decay, while in villages and hamlets, where the tokens of Islam do not 

appear, new churches and synagogues may be built—to the intolerant Ḥanbalite 

view that they may neither be erected nor be restored when damaged or 

ruined. Some legists held that the privileges varied according to treaty rights: 

in towns taken by force, no new houses of prayer might be erected by 

dhimmīs, but if a special treaty had been made, the building of new churches 

and synagogues was allowed.
2
 But like so many of the lucubrations of 

Muhammadan legists, these prescriptions bore but little relation to actual 

facts.
3
 Schoolmen might agree that the dhimmīs could build no houses of 

of prayer in a city of Muslim foundation, but the civil authority 

permitted the Copts to erect churches in the new capital of Cairo.
4
 In 

other cities also the Christians were allowed to erect new churches and 

monasteries. The very fact that 'Umar II (717-720), at the close of the first 

century of the Hijrah, should have ordered the destruction of all recently 

constructed churches,
5 

and that rather more than a century later, the fanatical 

al-Mutawakkil (847-861) should have had to repeat the same order, shows 

how little the prohibition of the building of new churches was put into force.
6
 

We have numerous instances recorded, both by Christian and Muhammadan 

historians, of the building of new churches : e.g. in the reign of 'Abd al-Malik 

(685-705), a wealthy Christian of Edessa, named Athanasius, erected in his 

native city a fine church dedicated to the Mother of God, and a Baptistery in 

honour of the picture of Christ that was reputed to have been sent to King 

Abgar; he also built a number of churches and monasteries in various parts of 

Egypt, among them two magnificent churches in Fusṭ āṭ .
7
 Some Christian 

chamberlains in the service of 'Abd al-'Aziz b. Marwān (brother of 'Abd al-

Malik), the governor of Egypt, obtained permission to build a church in 
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Ḥalwān, which was dedicated to St. John,
1
 though this town was a Muslim 

creation. In A.D. 711 a Jacobite church was built at Antioch by order of the 

caliph al-Walīd (705-715).
2
 In the first year of the reign of Yazīd II (A.D. 720), 

Mār Elias, the Jacobite Patriarch of Antioch, made a solemn entry into 

Antioch, accompanied by his clergy and monks, to consecrate a new church 

which he had caused to be built; and in the following year he consecrated 

another church in the village of Sarmada, in the district of Antioch, and the 

only opposition he met with was from the rival Christian sect that accepted the 

Council of Chalcedon.
3
 In the following reign, Khālid al-Qasrī, who was 

governor of Arabian and Persian 'Irāq from 724 to 738, built a church for his 

mother, who was a Christian, to worship in.
4 

In 759 the building of a church at 

Nisibis was completed, on which the Nestorian bishop, Cyprian, had expended 

a sum of 56,000 dīnārs.
5
 From the same century dates the church of Abū Sirjah 

Sirjah in the ancient Roman fortress in old Cairo.
6
 In the reign of al-Mahdī 

(775-785) a church was erected in Baghdād for the use of the Christian 

prisoners that had been taken captive during the numerous campaigns against 

the Byzantine empire.
7
 Another church was built in the same city, in the 

reign of Hārūn al-Rashīd (786-809), by the people of Samālū, who had 

submitted to the caliph and received protection from him;
8
 during the same 

reign Sergius, the Nestorian Metropolitan of Baṣ rah, received permission to 

build a church in that city,
9
 though it was a Muslim foundation, having been 

created by the caliph 'Umar in the year 638, and a magnificent church was 

erected in Babylon in which were enshrined the bodies of the prophets 

Daniel and Ezechiel.
10

 When al-Ma'mūn (813-833) was in Egypt he gave 

permission to two of his chamberlains to erect a church on al-Muqaṭ ṭ am, a 

hill near Cairo; and by the same caliph's leave, a wealthy Christian, named 

Bukām, built several fine churches at Būrah in Egypt.
11 

The Nestorian 

Patriarch, Timotheus, who died A.D. 820, erected a church at Takrīt and a 

monastery at Baghdād.
12 

In the tenth century, the beautiful Coptic church of 

Abū Sayfayn was built in Fusṭ āṭ .
13

 A new church was built at Jiddah in the 

reign of al-Ẓ āhir, the seventh Fāṭ imid caliph of Egypt (1020-1035).
14

 New 

churches and monasteries were also built in the reign of the 'Abbāsid, al-
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Mustaḍ ī (1170-1180).
1
 In 1187 a church was built at Fusṭ āṭ  and dedicated to 

to Our Lady the Pure Virgin.
2
 

Indeed, so far from the development of the Christian Church being 

hampered by the establishment of Muhammadan rule, the history of the 

Nestorians exhibits a remarkable outburst of religious life and energy from 

the time of their becoming subject to the Muslims.
3
 Alternately petted and 

persecuted by the Persian kings, in whose dominions by far the majority of 

the members of this sect were found, it had passed a rather precarious existence 

and had been subjected to harsh treatment, when war between Persia and 

Byzantium exposed it to the suspicion of sympathising with the Christian 

enemy. But, under the rule of the caliphs, the security they enjoyed at home 

enabled them to vigorously push forward their missionary enterprises 

abroad. Missionaries were sent into China and India, both of which were 

raised to the dignity of metropolitan sees in the eighth century; about the same 

period they gained a footing in Egypt, and later spread the Christian faith right 

across Asia, and by the eleventh century had gained many converts from 

among the Tatars.
4
 

If the other Christian sects failed to exhibit the same vigorous life, it 

was not the fault of the Muhammadans. All were tolerated alike by the 

supreme government, and furthermore were prevented from persecuting one 

another.
5 

In the fifth century, Barsauma, a Nestorian bishop, had persuaded the 

Persian king to set on foot a fierce persecution of the Orthodox Church, by 

representing Nestorius as a friend of the Persians and his doctrines as 

approximating to their own; as many as 7800 of the Orthodox clergy, with an 

enormous number of laymen, are said to have been butchered during this 

persecution.
6
 Another persecution was instituted against the Orthodox by 

Khusrau II, after the invasion of Persia by Heraclius, at the instigation of a 

Jacobite, who persuaded the King that the Orthodox would always be 

favourably inclined towards the Byzantines.
7
 But the principles of Muslim 

toleration forbade such acts of injustice as these: on the contrary, it seems to 

have been their endeavour to deal fairly by all their Christian subjects: e.g. 

after the conquest of Egypt, the Jacobites took advantage of the expulsion of 

the Byzantine authorities to rob the Orthodox of their churches, but later 

they were restored by the Muhammadans to their rightful owners when these 
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had made good their claim to possess them.
1
 

In view of the toleration thus extended to their Christian subjects in the 

early period of the Muslim rule, the common hypothesis of the sword as the 

factor of conversion seems hardly satisfactory, and we are compelled to seek 

for other motives than that of persecution. But unfortunately very few details 

are forthcoming and we are obliged to have recourse to conjecture.
2
 In an age 

so prolific of theological
 
speculation, there may well have been some thinkers 

whose trend of thought had prepared them for the acceptance of the 

Muhammadan position. Such were those Shahrīghān or landed proprietors in 

Persia in the eighth century, who were nominally Christians, but maintained 

that Christ was an ordinary man and that he was as one of the Prophets.
3 

They 

They appear at times to have given a good deal of trouble to the Nestorian 

clergy, who were at great pains to draw them into the paths of orthodoxy;
4
 

but their theological position was more closely akin to Islam than to Christian 

doctrine, and they probably went to swell the ranks of the converts after the 

Arab conquest of the Persian empire.  

Many Christian theologians
5
 have supposed that the debased 

condition—moral and spiritual—of the Eastern Church of that period must 

have alienated the hearts of many and driven them to seek a healthier spiritual 

atmosphere in the faith of Islam which had come to them in all the vigour of 

new-born zeal.
6
 For example, Dean Milman

7
 asks, " What was the state of the 

Christian world in the provinces exposed to the first invasion of 

Mohammedanism? Sect opposed to sect, clergy wrangling with clergy upon the 

most abstruse and metaphysical points of doctrine. The orthodox, the 

Nestorians, the Eutychians, the Jacobites were persecuting each other with 

unexhausted animosity; and it is not judging too severely the evils of religious 

controversy to suppose that many would rejoice in the degradation of their 

adversaries under the yoke of the unbeliever, rather than make common cause 

with them in defence of the common Christianity. In how many must this 

incessant disputation have shaken the foundations of their faith! It had been 

wonderful if thousands had not, in their weariness and perplexity, sought 

refuge from these interminable and implacable controversies in the simple, 
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intelligible truth of the Divine Unity, though purchased by the acknow-

ledgment of the prophetic mission of Mohammed." Similarly, Caetani 

sees in the spread of Islam, among the Christians of the Eastern Churches, 

a revulsion of feeling from the dogmatic subtleties introduced into Christian 

theology by the Hellenistic spirit." For the East, with its love of clear and 

simple concepts, Hellenic culture was, from the religious point of view, a 

misfortune, because it changed the sublime and simple teachings of Christ into 

a creed bristling with incomprehensible dogmas, Pull of doubts and 

uncertainties; these ended with producing a feeling of deep dismay and shook 

the very foundations of religious belief; so that when at last there appeared, 

coming out suddenly from the desert, the news of the new revelation, this 

bastard oriental Christianity, torn asunder by internal discords, wavering in its 

fundamental dogmas, dismayed by such incertitudes, could no longer resist the 

temptations of a new faith, which swept away at one single stroke all miserable 

doubts, and offered, along with simple, clear and undisputed doctrines, great 

material advantages also. The East then abandoned Christ and threw itself into 

the arms of the Prophet of Arabia."
1
 

Again, Canon Taylor
2
 says: "It is easy to understand why this reformed 

Judaism spread so swiftly over Africa and Asia. The African and Syrian 

doctors had substituted abstruse metaphysical dogmas for the religion of 

Christ: they tried to combat the licentiousness of the age by setting forth the 

celestial merit of celibacy and the angelic excellence of virginity—seclusion 

from the world was the road of holiness, dirt was the characteristic of monkish 

sanctity— the people were practically polytheists, worshipping a crowd of 

martyrs, saints and angels; the upper classes were effeminate and corrupt, the 

middle classes oppressed by taxation,
3
 the slaves without hope for the present 

or the future. As with the besom of God, Islam swept away this mass of 

corruption and superstition. It was a revolt against empty theological polemics; 

it was a masculine protest against the exaltation of celibacy as a crown of 

piety. It brought out the fundamental dogmas of religion—the unity and 

greatness of God, that He is merciful and righteous, that He claims obedience 

to His will, resignation and faith. It proclaimed the responsibility of man, a 

future life, a day of judgment, and stern retribution to fall upon the wicked; 

and enforced the duties of prayer, almsgiving, fasting and benevolence. It 

thrust aside the artificial virtues, the religious frauds and follies, the perverted 

moral sentiments, and the verbal subtleties of theological disputants. It 

replaced monkishness by manliness. It gave hope to the slave, brotherhood to 

mankind, and recognition to the fundamental facts of human nature." 

Islam has, moreover, been represented as a reaction against that 
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Byzantine ecclesiasticism,
1
 which looked .upon the emperor and his court as a 

copy of the Divine Majesty on high, and the emperor himself as not only the 

supreme earthly ruler of Christendom, but as High-priest also.
2 

Under 

Justinian this system had been hardened into a despotism that pressed like an 

iron weight upon clergy and laity alike. In 532 the widespread dissatisfaction in 

Constantinople with both church and state, burst out into a revolt against the 

government of Justinian, which was only suppressed after a massacre of 35,000 

persons. The Greens, as the party of the malcontents was termed, had made 

open and violent protest in the circus against the oppression of the emperor, 

crying out, " Justice has vanished from the world and is no more to be found. 

But we will become Jews, or rather we will return again to Grecian 

paganism."
3 

The lapse of a century had removed none of the grounds for the 

dissatisfaction that here found such violent expression, but the heavy hand of 

the Byzantine government prevented the renewal of such an outbreak as that 

of 532 and compelled the malcontents to dissemble, though in 560 some 

secret heathens were detected in Constantinople and punished.
4
 On the 

borders of the empire, however, at a distance from the capital, such 

malcontents were safer, and the persecuted heretics, and others dissatisfied 

with the Byzantine state-church, took refuge in the East, and here the Muslim 

armies would be welcomed by the spiritual children of those who a hundred 

years before had desired to exchange the Christian religion for another faith. 
Further, the general adoption of the Arabic language throughout the 

empire of the caliphate, especially in the towns and the great centres of 

population, and the gradual assimilation in manners and customs that in the 

course of about two centuries caused the numerous conquered races to be 

largely merged in the national life of the ruling race, had no doubt a counterpart 

in the religious and intellectual life of many members of the protected religions. 

The rationalistic movement that so powerfully influenced Muslim theology 

from the second to the fifth century of the Hijrah may very possibly have 

influenced Christian thinkers, and turned them from a religion, the prevailing 

tone of whose theology seems at this time to have been Credo quia impossibile. 

A Muhammadan writer of the fourth century of the Hijrah has preserved for 

us a conversation with a Coptic Christian which may safely be taken as 

characteristic of the general mental attitude of the rest of the Eastern Churches 

at this period :— 

"My proof for the truth of Christianity is, that I find its teachings 

                                                           

1 " Der Islam war ein Rückstoss gegen den Missbrauch, welchen Justinian mit der Menschheit, besonders aber 

mit der christlichen Religion trieb, deren oberstes geistliches und weltliches Haupt er zu sein behauptete. Dass 

der Araber Mahomed, welcher 571 der christlichen Zeitrechnung, sechs Jahre nach dem Tode Justinians, das 

Licht der Welt erblickte, mit seiner Lehre unerhörtes Glück machte, verdankte er grossentheils dem Abscheu, 

welchen die im Umkreise des byzantinischen Reiches angesessenen Völker, wie die benachbarten Nationen, über 

die von dem Basileus begangenen Greuel empfanden." (Gfrörer: Byzantinische Geschichten, vol. ii. p. 437.) 

2 Id. vol. ii. pp. 296-306, 337. 

3 Id. Vol. ii. pp. 442-4. 

4 Id. vol. ii. p. 445. 
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contradictory and mutually destructive, for they are repugnant to reason and 

revolting to the intellect, on account of their inconsistency and mutual 

contrariety. No reflection can strengthen them, no discussion can prove them; 

and however thoughtfully we may investigate them, neither the intellect nor the 

senses can provide us with any argument in support of them. 

Notwithstanding this, I have seen that many nations and mighty kings of 

learning and sound judgment, have given in their allegiance to the Christian 

faith; so I conclude that if these have accepted it in spite of all the 

contradictions referred to, it is because the proofs they have received, in the 

form of signs and miracles, have compelled them to submit to it." 
1
 

On the other hand, it should be remembered that those who passed over 

from Christianity to Islam, under the influence of the rationalistic tendencies 

of the age, would find in the Mu'tazilite presentment of Muslim theology, very 

much that was common to the two faiths, so that as far as the articles of belief 

and the intellectual attitude towards many theological questions were 

concerned, the transition was not so violent as might be supposed. To say 

nothing of the numerous fundamental doctrines, that will at once suggest 

themselves to those even who have only a slight knowledge of the teachings of 

the Prophet, there were many other common points of view, that were the direct 

consequences of the close relationships between the Christian and Muhammadan 

theologians in Damascus under the Umayyad caliphs as also in later times; for 

it has been maintained that there is clear evidence of the influence of the 

Byzantine theologians on the development of the systematic treatment of 

Muhammadan dogmatics. The very form and arrangement of the oldest rule of 

faith in the Arabic language suggest a comparison with similar treatises of St. 

John of Damascus and other Christian fathers.
2
 The oldest Arab Sūfīism, the 

trend of which was purely towards the ascetic life (as distinguished from the 

later pantheistic Ṣ ūfīism) originated largely under the influence of Christian 

thought.
3
 Such influence is especially traceable in the doctrines of some of the 

Mu'tazilite sects,
4
 who busied themselves with speculations on the attributes of 

the divine nature quite in the manner of the Byzantine theologians: the 

Qadariyyah or libertarians of Islam probably borrowed their doctrine of the 

freedom of the will directly from Christianity, while the Murji'ah in their denial 

of the doctrine of eternal punishment were in thorough agreement with the 

teaching of the Eastern Church on this subject as against the generally received 

opinion of orthodox Muslims.
5
 On the other hand, the influence of the more 

orthodox doctors of Islam in the conversion of unbelievers is attested by the 

                                                           

1 Mas‘ūdī, vol. ii. p. 387. 
2 Von Kremer (2), p. 8. 

3 Id. p. 54 and (3), p. 32.   Nicholson, p. 231. 

4 Among the Mu'tazilite philosophers, Muḥ ammad  b. al-Huzayl, the teacher of al-Ma'mūn, is said to have 

converted more than three thousand persons to Islam.    (Ahmad b. Yahyā b. al-Murtadā, p. 26, 1. 7.) 

5 Von Kremer (2), pp. 3, 7-8. C. H. Becker: Christliche Polemik und islamische Dogmenbildung (Zeitschrift für 

Assyriologie, xxvi. 1912). 
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tradition that twenty thousand Christians, Jews and Magians became Muslims 

when the great Imām Ibn Ḥanbal died.
1
 A celebrated doctor of the same 

sect, Abu'l-Faraj b. al-Jawzī (A.D. 1115-1201), the most learned man of his 

time, a popular preacher and most prolific writer, is said to have boasted that 

just the same number of persons accepted the faith of Islam at his hands.
2
 

Further, the vast and unparalleled success of the Muslim arms shook the 

faith of the Christian peoples that came under their rule and saw in these 

conquests the hand of God.
3
 Worldly prosperity they associated with the divine 

favour and the God of battle (they thought) would surely give the victory only 

into the hands of his favoured servants. Thus the very success of the 

Muhammadans seemed to argue the truth of their religion. 

The Islamic ideal of the brotherhood of all believers was a powerful 

attraction towards this creed, and though the Arab pride of birth strove to 

refuse for several generations the privileges of the ruling race to the new 

converts, still as " clients " of the various Arab tribes to which at first they 

used to be affiliated, they received a recognised position in the community, and 

by the close of the first century of the Hijrah they had vindicated for this 

ideal its true place in Muslim theology and at least a theoretical recognition in 

the state.
4
 

But the condition of the Christians did not always continue to be so 

tolerable as under the earlier caliphs. In the interests of the true believers, 

vexatious conditions were sometimes imposed upon the non-Muslim population 

(or dhimmīs), with the object of securing for the faithful superior social 

advantages. Unsuccessful attempts were made by several caliphs to exclude 

them from the public offices. Decrees to this effect were passed by al-

Manṣ ūr (754-775), al-Mutawakkil (847-861), al-Muqtadir (908-932), and in 

Egypt by al-Āmir (1101-1130), one of the Fāṭ imid caliphs, and by the 

Mamlūk Sultans in the fourteenth century.
5
 But the very fact that these 

decrees excluding the dhimmīs from government posts were so often renewed, 

is a sign of the want of any continuity or persistency in putting such intolerant 

measures into practice. In fact they may generally be traced either to popular 

indignation excited by the harsh and insolent behaviour of Christian officials,
6
 

or to outbursts of fanaticism which forced upon the government acts of 

oppression that were contrary to the general spirit of Muslim rule and were 

                                                           

1 Ibn Khallikān, vol. i. p. 45. 

2 Wüstenfeld, p. 103. 

3 Michael the Elder, vol. ii. pp. 412-13. Caetani, vol. v. p. 508. (" Le vittorie sui Greci e sui Persiani non 

solamente erano il trionfo della razza araba sulle popolazioni delle provincie conquistate, ma nella mente 

orientale che vede in tutto la mano di Dio, costituivano un trionfo del principio islamico su quello cristiano e 

mazdeista, ma sovrattutto sul cristiano.") 

4 Goldziher, vol. i. chaps. 3 and 4. 

5 The last of these was prompted by the discovery of an attempt on the part of the Christians to burn the city of 

Cairo. (De Guignes, vol. iv. pp. 204-5.) Gottheil, p. 359, Journal Asiatique, IV
me

 série, tome xviii. (1851), pp. 

454, 455, 463, 484, 491 

6 Assemani, tom. iii. pars. 2, p. c.    Renaudot, pp. 432, 603, 607. 
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consequently allowed to lapse as soon as possible. 

The beginning of a harsher treatment 8f the native Christian 

population dates from the reign of Hārūn al-Rashīd (786-809) who ordered them 

to wear a distinctive dress and give up the government posts they held to 

Muslims. The first of these orders shows how little one at least of the 

ordinances ascribed to 'Umar was observed, and these decrees were the 

outcome, not so much of any purely religious feeling, as of the political 

circumstances of the time. The Christians under Muhammadan rule have 

often had to suffer for the bad faith kept by foreign Christian powers in their 

relations with Muhammadan princes, and on this occasion it was the treachery 

of the Byzantine Emperor, Nicephorus, that caused the Christian name to stink 

in the nostrils of Hārūn.
1
 Many of the persecutions of Christians in Muslim 

countries can be traced either to distrust of their loyalty, excited by the intrigues 

and interference of Christian foreigners and the enemies of Islam, or to the bad 

feeling stirred up by the treacherous or brutal behaviour of the latter towards 

the Musalmans. Religious fanaticism is, however, responsible for many of 

such persecutions, as in the reign of the Caliph al-Mutawakkil (847-861), 

under whom severe measures of oppression were taken against the Christians. 

This prince took advantage of the strong Orthodox reaction that had set in in 

Muhammadan theology against the rationalistic and freethinking tendencies 

that had had free play under former rulers,—and came forward as the 

champion of the extreme orthodox party, to which the mass of the people as 

contrasted with the higher classes belonged,
2
 and which was eager to exact 

vengeance for the persecutions it had itself suffered in the two preceding 

reigns;
3
 he sought to curry their favour by persecuting the Mu'tazilites, 

forbidding all further discussions on the Qur'ān and declaring the doctrine 

that it was created, to be heretical; he had the followers of 'Alī imprisoned and 

beaten, pulled down the tomb of Husayn at Karbalā’ and forbade pilgrimages 

to be made to the site. The Christians shared in the sufferings of the other 

heretics; for al-Mutawakkil put rigorously into force the rules that had been 

passed in former reigns prescribing a distinction in the dress of dhimmīs and 

Muslims, ordered that the Christians should no longer be employed in the public 

offices, doubled the capitation-tax, forbade them to have Muslim slaves or use 

the same baths as the Muslims, and harassed them with several other 

restrictions. 

It is noteworthy that the historians of the Nestorian Church—which 

had to suffer most from this persecution describe it as something new and 

individual to al-Mutawakkil, and as ceasing with his death.
4
 One of His 

successors, al-Muqtadir (A.D. 908-932), renewed these regulations, which the 

                                                           

1 Muir: The Caliphate, p. 475. 

2 Von Kremer (3), p. 246. 

3 Muir (1), pp. 508, 516-17. 

4 Mārī b. Sulaymān, p. 79 sq.  Ṣ alībā b. Yuḥ annā, p. 71. 
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lapse of half a century had apparently caused to fall into disuse. 

Other outbursts of fanaticism led to the destruction of churches and 

synagogues,
1
 and the terror of such persecution led to the defection of many 

from the Christian Church.
2 

But such oppression was contrary to the tolerant 

spirit of Islam, and to the teaching traditionally ascribed to the Prophet;
3
 and 

the fanatical party tried in vain to enforce the persistent execution of these 

oppressive measures for the humiliation of the non-Muslim population. " 

The ' ulama ' (i. e. the learned, the clergy) consider this state of things; they 

weep and groan in silence, while the princes who had the power of putting 

down these criminal abuses only shut their eyes to them."
4
 The rules that a 

fanatical priesthood may lay down for the repression of unbelievers cannot 

always be taken as a criterion of the practice of civil governments: it is failure 

to realise this fact that has rendered possible the highly-coloured pictures of 

the sufferings of the Christians under Muhammadan rule, drawn by writers who 

have assumed that the prescriptions of certain Muslim theologians represented 

an invariable practice. Such outbursts of persecution seem in some cases to have 

been excited by the alleged abuse of their position by those Christians who 

held high posts in the service of the government; they aroused considerable 

hostility of feeling towards themselves by their oppression of the Muslims, it 

being said that they took advantage of their high position to plunder and 

annoy the faithful, treating them with great harshness and rudeness and 

despoiling them of their lands and money. Such complaints were laid before the 

caliphs al-Manṣ ūr (754-775), al-Mahdī (775-785), al-Ma'mūn (813-833), al-

Mutawakkil (847-861), al-Muqtadir (908-932), and many of their successors.
5
 

They also incurred the odium of many Muhammadans by acting as the spies of 

the 'Abbāsid dynasty and hunting down the adherents of the displaced 

Umayyad family.
6
 At a later period, during the time of the Crusades they were 

accused of treasonable correspondence with the Crusaders
7
 and brought on 

themselves severe restrictive measures which cannot justly be described as 

religious persecution. 

In proportion as the lot of the conquered peoples became harder to bear, 

the more irresistible was the temptation to free themselves from their miseries, 

by the words, " There is no god but God : Muḥ ammad is the Apostle of 

                                                           

1 Gottheil, p. 364 sqq. 

2 Mārī b. Sulaymān, p. 114 (ll. 14-16). 

3 This tradition appears in several forms, e. g. " Whoever wrongs one with whom a compact has been made (i. e. 

a dhimmī) and lays on him a burden beyond his strength, I will be his accuser." (Balādhuri, p. 162, fin.) (Yaḥ yā 

b. Ādam, p. 54 (fin), adds the words, " till the day of judgment.") " Whoever does violence to a dhimmī who has 

paid his jizyah and evidenced his submission—his enemy am I." (Usd al-Ghāba, quoted by Goldziher, in the 

Jewish Encyclopædia, vol. vi. p. 655.) The Christian historian al-Makīn (p. 11) gives, " Whoever torments the 

dhimmīs, torments me." 
4 Journal Asiatique, IV

me
 série, tome xix. p. 109. (Paris, 1852.) See also R. Gottheil: A Fetwa on the 

appointment of Dhimmīs to office. (Zeitschrift für Assyriologie, vol. xxvi. p. 203 sqq.) 

5 Belin, pp. 435-40, 442, 448, 456, 459-61, 479-80. 

6 Id. p. 435, n. 2. 

7 Id. p. 478. 
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God." 

When the state was in need of money—as was increasingly the case—the 

subject races were more and more burdened with taxes, so that the condition of 

the non-Muslims was constantly growing more unendurable, and conversions 

to Islam increased in the same proportion. The dreary record of scandals, with 

which the pages of the Christian historians of this later period are filled, 

would suggest that the Christian Churches had failed to develop a moral fibre 

strong enough to endure the stress of adverse conditions, and when 

persecution came, the reason for the defection that followed might—as the 

historian of the Nestorian Church suggests
1
 —be sought for in the prevailing 

negligence in the performance of religious duties and the evil life of the clergy. 

Further causes that contributed to the decrease of the Christian 

population may be found in the fact that the children of the numerous 

Christian captive women who were carried off to the harems of the Muslims 

had to be brought up in the religion of their fathers, and in the frequent 

temptation that was offered to the Christian slave by an indulgent master, of 

purchasing his freedom at the price of conversion to Islam. But of any 

organised attempt to force the acceptance of Islam on the non-Muslim popu-

lation, or of any systematic persecution intended to stamp out the Christian 

religion, we hear nothing. Had the caliphs chosen to adopt either course of 

action, they might have swept away Christianity as easily as Ferdinand and 

Isabella drove Islam out of Spain, or Louis XIV made Protestantism penal in 

France, or the Jews were kept out of England for 350 years. The Eastern 

Churches in Asia were entirely cut off from communion with the rest of 

Christendom, throughout which no one would have been found to lift a finger 

on their behalf, as heretical communions. So that the very survival of 

these Churches to the present day is a strong proof of the generally 

tolerant attitude of the Muhammadan governments towards them..
2
 

Of the ancient Churches in Western Asia at the time of the 

Muhammadan conquest, there still survive about 150,000 Nestorians,
3
 and their 

number would have been larger but for the proselytising efforts of other 

Christian Churches; the Chaldees who have submitted to the Church of Rome 

number 70,000, in 1898 the Nestorian Bishop Mār Jonan, with several of the 

clergy and 15,000 Nestorians were received into the Orthodox Russian Church; 

                                                           

1 Mārī b. Sulaymān (p. 115, ll. 1-2) offers this explanation of the defections that followed the persecution 

towards the close of the tenth century. 

 وأسلم خلق كثير وكان أصل ذلك تجوّز الناس في أديانهم وقبح سيرة الكهنة في المذبح والبيع وبيوت المقدس

2 The Caliph of Egypt, al-Hākim (A.D. 996-1020), did in fact order all the Jews and Christians to leave Egypt 

and emigrate into the Byzantine territory, but yielded to their entreaties to revoke his orders. (Maqrīzī (1), p. 91.) 

It would have been quite possible, however, for him to have enforced its execution as it would have been for the 

ferocious Salīm I (1512-1520), who with the design of putting an end to all religious differences in his 

dominions caused 40,000 Shī'ahs to be massacred, to have completed this politic scheme by the extermination of 

the Christians also. But in allowing himself to be dissuaded from this design, he most certainly acted in 

accordance with the general policy adopted by Muhammadan rulers towards their Christian subjects. (Finlay, 

vol. v. pp. 29—30.) 

3 Silbernagl, p. 268. 
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and numbers of Nestorians have also become Protestants.
1
 The Jacobite 

Patriarch of Antioch exercises jurisdiction over about 80,000 members of this 

ancient Church, while 25,000 families of Uniat Jacobites obey the Syrian 

Catholic Patriarch.
2 

Belonging to the Greek Orthodox Church, there are 28,836 

families under the Patriarch of Antioch and more than 15,000 persons under 

the Patriarch of Jerusalem,
3
 while the Melchites or Greek-Catholics number 

about 130,000.
4
 The Maronite Church, which has been in union with the 

Roman Catholic Church since the year 1182, has a following of 300,000.
5
 

The marvel is that these isolated and scattered communities should 

have survived so long, exposed as they have been to the ravages of war, 

pestilence and famine,
6 

living in a country that was for centuries a continual 

battlefield, overrun by Turks, Mongols and Crusaders,' it being further 

remembered that they were forbidden by the Muhammadan law to make good 

this decay of their numbers by proselytising efforts—if indeed they had cared to 

do so, for they seem (with the exception of the Nestorians) even before the 

Muhammadan conquest, to have lost that missionary spirit, without which, as 

history abundantly shows, no healthy life is possible in a Christian Church
7
. It 

has also been suggested that the monastic ideal of continence so widespread in 

the East, and the Christian practice of monogamy, together with the sense of 

insecurity and their servile condition, may have acted as checks on the growth 

of the Christian population.
8
 

Of the details of conversion to Islam we have hardly any information. At 

the time of the first occupation of their country by the Arabs, the Christians 

appear to have gone over to Islam in very large numbers. Some idea of the 

extent of these early conversions in 'Irāq for example may be formed from the 

fact that the income from taxation in the reign of 'Umar was from 100 to 120 

million dirhams, while in the reign of 'Abd al-Malik, about fifty years later, it 

had sunk to forty millions : while this fall in the revenue is largely 

attributable to the devastation caused by wars and insurrections, still it was 

chiefly due to the fact that large numbers of the population had become 

Muhammadan and consequently could no longer be called upon to pay the 

capitation-tax.
9
 

This same period witnesses the conversion of large numbers of the 

Christians of Khurāsān, as we learn from a letter of a contemporary 

                                                           

1 Id. p. 354. 

2 Id. pp. 307, 360.  
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4 Id. p. 335. 

5 Id. p. 384. 
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 The sack of Constantionople by the Crusaders in 1204 may be taken as a type of the treatment that the Eastern 
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(Barhebræus (1), Vol, ii. Pp. 506-8). 

8 H. H. Milman, vol. ii. p. 218. 
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ecclesiastic, the Nestorian Patriarch Ishō'-yabh III, addressed to Simeon, the 

Metropolitan of Rev-Ardashīr and Primate of Persia. We possess so very few 

Christian documents of the first century of the Hijrah, and this letter bears 

such striking testimony to the peaceful character of the spread of the new faith, 

and has moreover been so little noticed by modern historians—that it may well 

be quoted here at length. " Where are thy sons, O father bereft of sons ? 

Where is that great people of Merv, who though they beheld neither sword, nor 

fire or tortures, captivated only by love for a moiety of their goods, have turned 

aside, like fools, from the true path and rushed headlong into the pit of 

faithlessness—into everlasting destruction, and have utterly been brought to 

nought, while two priests only (priests at least in name), have, like brands 

snatched from the burning, escaped the devouring flames of infidelity. Alas, 

alas! Out of so many thousands who bore the name of Christians, not even one 

single victim was consecrated unto God by the shedding of his blood for the 

true faith. Where, too, are the sanctuaries of Kirmān and all Persia ? it is not 

the coming of Satan or the mandates of the kings of the earth or the orders of 

governors of provinces that have laid them waste and in ruins—but the feeble 

breath of one contemptible little demon, who was not deemed worthy of the 

honour of demons by those demons who sent him on his errand, nor was 

endowed by Satan the seducer with the power of diabolical deceit, that he 

might display it in your land; but merely by the nod of his command he has 

thrown down all the churches of your Persia. . . . And the Arabs, to whom 

God at this time has given the empire of the world, behold, they are among you, 

as ye know well: and yet they attack not the Christian faith, but, on the 

contrary, they favour our religion, do honour to our priests and the saints of the 

Lord, and confer benefits on churches and monasteries. Why then have your 

people of Merv abandoned their faith for the sake of these Arabs? and that, too, 

when the Arabs, as the people of Merv themselves declare, have not compelled 

them to leave their own religion but suffered them to keep it safe and undefiled 

if they gave up only a moiety of their goods. But forsaking the faith which 

brings eternal salvation, they clung to a moiety of the goods of this fleeting 

world : that faith which whole nations have purchased and even to this day do 

purchase by the shedding of their blood and gain thereby the inheritance of 

eternal life, your people of Merv were willing to barter for a moiety of their 

goods—and even less."
1
 The reign of the caliph 'Umar II (A.D. 717-720) 

particularly was marked with very extensive conversions : he organised a 

zealous missionary movement and offered every kind of inducement to the 

conquered peoples to accept Islam, even making them grants of money; on 

one occasion he is said to have given a Christian military officer the sum of 

1000 dīnārs to induce him to accept Islam.
2
 He instructed the governors of the 

provinces to invite the dhimmīs to the Muslim faith, and al-Jarrāḥ  b. 'Abd 
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Allāh, governor of Khurāsān, is said to have converted about 4000 persons.
1
 

He is even said to have written a letter to the Byzantine Emperor, Leo III, 

urging on him the acceptance of the faith of Islam.
2
 He abrogated the decree 

passed in A.D. 700 for the purpose of arresting the impoverishment of the 

treasury, according to which the convert to Islam was not released from the 

capitation-tax, but was compelled to continue to pay it as before; even though 

the dhimmī apostatised the very day before his yearly payment of the jizyah 

was due or while his contribution was actually being weighed, in the scales, it 

was to be remitted to the new convert.
3
 He no longer exacted the kharāj from 

the Muhammadan owners of landed property, and imposed upon them the far 

lighter burden of a tithe. These measures, though financially most ruinous, 

were eminently successful in the way the pious-minded caliph desired they 

should be, and enormous numbers hastened to enrol themselves among the 

Muslims.
4
 

It must not, however, be supposed that such worldly considerations were 

the only influences at work in the conversion of the Christians to Islam. The 

controversial works of St. John of Damascus, of the same century, give us 

glimpses of the zealous Muslim striving to undermine by his arguments the 

foundations of the Christian faith. The very dialogue form into which these 

treatises are thrown, and the frequent repetition of such phrases as " If the 

Saracen asks you,"—" If the Saracen says . . . then tell him" . . . —give 

them an air of vraisemblance and make them appear as if they were intended to 

provide the Christians with ready answers to the numerous objections which 

their Muslim neighbours brought against the Christian creed.
5
 That the 

aggressive attitude of the Muhammadan disputant is most prominently 

brought forward in these dialogues is only what might be expected, it being 

no part of this great theologian's purpose to enshrine in his writings an apology 

for Islam. His pupil, Bishop Theodore Abū Qurrah, also wrote several 

controversial dialogues
6
  with Muhammadans, in which the disputants range 

over all the points of dispute between the two faiths, the Muslim as before 

being the first to take up the cudgels, and enabling us to form some slight idea 

of the activity with which the cause of Islam was prosecuted at this period. " 

The thoughts of the Agarenes," says the bishop, " and all their zeal, are 

directed towards the denial of the divinity of God the Word, and they strain 

every effort to this end."
7
 The Nestorian Patriarch, Timotheus, used to hold 

discussions on religious matters in the presence of the caliphs, al-Hādī and 

Hārūn al-Rashīd, and embodied them in a work that is now lost.
8
 Timotheus 
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had secured his election to the patriarchate in the face of the active opposition 

of many of the most powerful ecclesiastics of his own Church; among these was 

Joseph, the metropolitan of Merv, who intrigued against him with the caliph, al-

Mahdī (775-785), but was persuaded by the caliph to accept Islam and was 

rewarded for his apostasy with rich presents and an official appointment in 

Basrah.
1
 

These details from the first two centuries of the Hijrah are meagre in 

the extreme and rather suggest the existence of proselytising efforts than 

furnish definite facts. The earliest document of a distinctly missionary 

character which has come down to us, would seem to date from the reign of al-

Ma'mūn (813-833), and takes the form of a letter
2
 written by a cousin of the 

caliph to a Christian Arab of noble birth and of considerable distinction at the 

court, and held in high esteem by al-Ma'mūn himself. In this letter he begs 

his friend to embrace Islam, in terms of affectionate appeal and in language 

that strikingly illustrates the tolerant attitude of the Muslims towards the 

Christian Church at this period. This letter occupies an almost unique place 

in the early history of the propagation of Islam, and has on this account 

been given in full in an appendix.
3
 In the same work we have a report of a 

speech made by the caliph at an assembly of his nobles, in which he speaks in 

tones of the strongest contempt of those who had become Muhammadans 

merely out of worldly and selfish motives, and compares them to the 

Hypocrites who while pretending to be friends of the Prophet, in secret plotted 

against his life. But just as the Prophet returned good for evil, so the caliph 

resolves to treat these persons with courtesy and forbearance until God should 

decide between them.
4
 The record of this complaint on the part of the caliph is 

interesting as indicating that disinterested and genuine conviction was 

expected and looked for in the new convert to Islam, and that the discovery of 

self-seeking and unworthy motives drew upon him the severest censure. 

Al-Ma'mūn himself was very zealous in his efforts to spread the faith 

of Islam, and sent invitations to unbelievers even in the most distant parts 

of his dominions, such as Transoxania and Farghānah.
5
 At the same time 

he did not abuse his royal power, by attempting to force his own faith upon 

others : when a certain Yazdānbakht, a leader of the Manichæan sect, came on 

a visit to Baghdād
6
 and held a disputation with the Muslim theologians, in which 

                                                           

1 Id. p. 72. 

4 Risālah 'Abd Allāh b. Ismā'īl al-Hāshimī ilā  'Abd al-Masīḥ  b. Ishāq al-Kindī, pp. 1-37.    (London, 1885.) 
3 Appendix I. For an account of Muslim controversial literature, see Appendix II. 
4 Kindī, pp. 111-13. 

5 Balādhuri, pp. 430. 

6 It is very probable that the occasion of this visit of Yazdānbakht to Baghdād was the summoning of a great 

assembly of the leaders of all the religious bodies of the period, by al-Ma'mūn, when it had come to his ears that 

the enemies of Islam declared that it owed its success to the sword and not to the power of argument: in this 

meeting, the Muslim doctors defended their religion against this imputation, and the unbelievers are said to have 

acknowledged that the Muslims had satisfactorily proved their point. (Aḥ mad b. Yaḥ yā b. al-Murtaḍ ā: Al-

munyah wa'1-amal fī sharḥ  kitāb al-milal wa'1-niḥ al. British Museum, Or. 3937, fol. 53 (b), 

ll. 9-11.) 
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which he was utterly silenced, the caliph tried to induce him to embrace Islam. 

But Yazdānbakht refused, saying, " Commander of the faithful, your advice is 

heard and your words have been listened to; but you are one of those who do 

not force men to abandon their religion." So far from resenting the ill-success 

of his efforts, the caliph furnished him with a bodyguard, that he might not be 

exposed to insult from the fanatical populace.
1
 

Some scanty references are made by Christian historians to cases of 

ecclesiastical dignitaries who became Muhammadans, e. g. George, Bishop of 

Bahrayn, about the middle of the ninth century, having been deposed from his 

office for some ecclesiastical offence, exchanged the Christian faith for that 

of Islam,
2
 and the conversion of a brother of Gabriel, metropolitan of Fārs 

about the middle of the tenth century, only receives mention because the 

fact of his having become a Muslim was alleged as disqualifying Gabriel for 

election to the patriarchate of the Nestorian church.
3
 

In the early part of the same century, Theodore, the Nestorian Bishop 

of Beth Garmai, became a Muslim, and there is no mention of any force or 

compulsion by the ecclesiastical historian
4
 who records the fact, as there 

undoubtedly would have been, had such existed. Some years later (between 

A.D. 962 and 979), Philoxenos, a Jacobite Bishop of Ādharbayjān, also became a 

Muslim,
5
 and in the following century, in 1016, Ignatius,

6
 the Jacobite 

Metropolitan of Takrīt, who had held this office for twenty-five years, set out 

for Baghdād and embraced Islam in the presence of the caliph al-Qādir, 

taking the name of Abū Muslim.
7
 It would be exceedingly interesting if an 

Apologia pro Vita Sua had survived to reveal to us the religious development 

that took place in the mind of either of these converts. The Christian 

chronicler hints at immorality in the last three cases, but such an accusation 

uncorroborated by any further evidence is open to suspicion,
8
 much as it would 

would be if brought forward by a Roman Catholic when recording the 

conversion of a priest of his own communion to the Protestant faith. It is 

                                                           

1 Kitāb al-Fihrist, vol. i. p. 338. 
2 Barhebræus (1), vol. iii. p. 194. 

3 Mārī b. Sulaymān, p. 101 (ll. 3-4). 
4 Barhebræus (1). vol. iii. p. 230. 

5 Id., (1), vol. iii. p. 248. 

6  All the Jacobite Patriarchs assumed the name of Ignatius;  before his consecration he was called Mark bar 

Qīqī. 
7 Barhebræus (1), vol. iii. pp. 288-90.    Elias of Nisibis, pp. 153-4.    He returned to the Christian faith, 

however, before his death, which took place about twenty years later.    Two similar cases are recorded in 

the annals of the Jacobite Patriarchs of Antioch in the sixteenth century : of these one, named Joshua, became 

a Muhammadan in 1517, but afterwards recanting fled to Cyprus (at that time in the hands of the 

Venetians), where prostrate at the door of a church in penitential humility he suffered all who went in or out 

to tread over his body;  the other, Ni'mat Allāh (flor. 1560), having abjured Christianity for Islam, sought 

absolution of Pope Gregory XIII in Rome.    (Barhebræus (1). vol. ii. pp. 847-8.) 
8 In fact Elias of Nisibis, the contemporary chronicler of the conversion of the Jacobite Patriarch, makes no 

mention of such a failing, nor does Mārī b. Sulaymān (pp. 115-16), the historian of the rival Nestorian Church, 

though he accuses him of plundering the sacred vessels and ornaments of the churches.   As Wright (Syriac 

Literature, p. 192) says of  Joseph of Merv, " We need not believe all the evil that Barhebræus tells us of this 

unhappy man." 
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doubtless owing to their exalted position in the Church that the conversion of 

these prominent ecclesiastics of two hostile Christian sects has been handed 

down to us, while that of more obscure individuals has not been recorded. As 

Barhebræus brings his ecclesiastical chronicle nearer to his own time, he gives 

fuller details of the career of such converts, e. g. in recording the public lapse 

of some of the Jacobite bishops, in the middle of the twelfth century he makes 

particular mention of Aaron, bishop of a town in Khurāsān, as having become a 

Muhammadan after having been convicted of some moral fault; repenting of 

this change, he wished to regain his episcopal status, and when this was 

refused him, went to Constantinople and abjured the Monophysite doctrines of 

the Jacobite Church; then apparently dissatisfied with the reception he 

received in Constantinople, he returned to the Jacobite Patriarch, but a second 

time went over to Islam " without any reason "; then repenting again, he finally 

ended his days among the Maronites of Mount Lebanon.
1
 A contemporary of 

Barhebræus, in the middle of the thirteenth century—Daniel, Bishop of 

Khabur—who is said to have been proficient in secular learning, sought to be 

appointed to the diocese of Aleppo, but disappointed in this ambition, he 

abandoned the Christian faith and to the grief and shame of all Christian people 

" became a Muslim; but God (praise be to His grace!) soon consoled his 

afflicted people and took away the shame from the redeemed, the redeemed of 

the Lord; for a few months later that unhappy wretch died miserably in a 

caravanserai; his name perished, he was taken away out of our midst, and no 

man knoweth his abiding place."
2
  

But that these conversions were not merely isolated instances we have 

the valuable evidence of Jacques de Vitry, Bishop of Acre (1216-1225), who thus 

speaks of the Eastern Church from his experience of it in the Holy Land: 

"Weakened and lamentably ensnared, nay rather grievously wounded, by the 

lying persuasions of the false prophet and by the allurements of carnal 

pleasure, she hath sunk down, and she that was brought up in scarlet, hath 

embraced dunghills."
3
 

So far the Christian Churches that have been described as coming 

within the sphere of Muhammadan influence, have been the Orthodox Eastern 

Church and the heretical communions that had sprung out of it. But with 

the close of the eleventh century a fresh element was added to the 

Christian population of Syria and Palestine, in the large bodies of 

Crusaders of the Latin rite who settled in the kingdom of Jerusalem and the 

other states founded by the Crusaders, which maintained a precarious 

existence for nearly two centuries. During this period, occasional conversions 

to Islam were made from among these foreign immigrants. In the first 

Crusade, for example, a body of Germans and Lombards under the command 

                                                           

1 Barhebræus (1), vol. ii. p. 518. 

2 Id. vol. ii. p. 712 sq. 

3 Historia Orientalis, C. 15 (p. 45). 
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of a certain knight, named Rainaud, had separated themselves from the 

main body and were besieged in a castle by the Saljūq Sultan, Arslān; on 

pretence of making a sortie, Rainaud and his personal followers abandoned 

their unfortunate companions and went over to the Turks, among whom they 

embraced Islam.
1
 

The history of the ill-fated second Crusade presents us with a very 

remarkable incident of a similar character. The story, as told by Odo of 

Deuil, a monk of St. Denis, who, in the capacity of private chaplain to Louis 

VII, accompanied him on this Crusade and wrote a graphic account of it, runs 

as follows. While endeavouring to make their way overland through Asia 

Minor to Jerusalem the Crusaders sustained a disastrous defeat at the hands 

of the Turks in the mountain-passes of Phrygia (A.D. 1148), and with 

difficulty reached the seaport town of Attalia. Here, all who could afford 

to satisfy the exorbitant demands of the Greek merchants, took ship for 

Antioch; while the sick and wounded and the mass of the pilgrims were left 

behind at the mercy of their treacherous allies, the Greeks, who received 

five hundred marks from Louis, on condition that they provided an escort 

for the pilgrims and took care of the sick until they were strong enough to be 

sent on after the others. But no sooner had the army left, than the Greeks 

informed the Turks of the helpless condition of the pilgrims, and quietly looked 

on while famine, disease and the arrows of the enemy carried havoc and 

destruction through the camp of these unfortunates. Driven to desperation, a 

party of three or four thousand attempted to escape, but were surrounded and 

cut to pieces by the Turks, who now pressed on to the camp to follow up their 

victory. The situation of the survivors would have been utterly hopeless, had 

not the sight of their misery melted the hearts of the Muhammadans to pity. 

They tended the sick and relieved the poor and starving with open-handed 

liberality. Some even bought up the French money which the Greeks had got 

out of the pilgrims by force or cunning, and lavishly distributed it among the 

needy. So great was the contrast between the kind treatment the pilgrims 

received from the unbelievers and the cruelty of their fellow-Christians, the 

Greeks, who imposed forced labour upon them, beat them and robbed them of 

what little they had left, that many of them voluntarily embraced the faith of 

their deliverers. As the old chronicler says: " Avoiding their co-religionists 

who had been so cruel to them, they went in safety among the infidels who had 

compassion upon them, and, as we heard, more than three thousand joined 

themselves to the Turks when they retired. Oh, kindness more cruel than all 

treachery! They gave them bread but robbed them of their faith, though it is 

certain that contented with the services they performed, they compelled no one 

among them to renounce his religion."
2
 

                                                           

1 De Guignes, tome ii. (Seconde Partie), p. 15. 
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The increasing intercourse between Christians and Muslims, the growing 

appreciation on the part of the Crusaders of the virtues of their opponents, 

which so strikingly distinguishes the later from the earlier chroniclers of the 

Crusades,
1
 the numerous imitations of Oriental manners and ways of life 

by the Franks settled in the Holy Land, did not fail to exercise a 

corresponding influence on religious opinions. One of the most remarkable 

features of this influence is the tolerant attitude of many of the Christian 

Knights towards the faith of Islam—an attitude of mind that was most 

vehemently denounced by the Church. When Usāma b. Munqidh, a Syrian 

Amīr of the twelfth century, visited Jerusalem, during a period of truce, the 

Knights Templar, who had occupied the Masjid al-Aqṣ ā, assigned to him a 

small chapel adjoining it, for him to say his prayers in, and they strongly 

resented the interference with the devotions of their guest on the part of a 

newly-arrived Crusader, who took this new departure in the direction of 

religious freedom in very bad part.
2
 It would indeed have been strange if 

religious questions had not formed a topic of discussion on the many occasions 

when the Crusaders and the Muslims met together on a friendly footing, 

during the frequent truces, especially when it was religion itself that had 

brought the Crusaders into the Holy Land and set them upon these constant 

wars. When even Christian theologians were led by their personal 

intercourse with the Muslims to form a juster estimate of their religion, and 

contact with new modes of thought was unsettling the minds of men and 

giving rise to a swarm of heresies, it is not surprising that many should have 

been drawn into the pale of Islam.
3
 The renegades in the twelfth century 

were in sufficient numbers to be noticed in the statute books of the 

Crusaders, the so-called Assises of Jerusalem, according to which, in certain 

cases, their bail was not accepted.
4
 

It would be interesting to discover who were the Muslims who busied 

themselves in winning these converts to Islam, but they seem to have left no 

record of their labours. We know, however, that they had at their head the 

great Saladin himself, who is described by his biographer as setting before his 

Christian guest the beauties of Islam and urging him to embrace it.
5
 

The heroic life and character of Saladin seems to have exercised an 

especial fascination on the minds of the Christians of his time; some even of the 

Christian knights were so strongly attracted towards him that they abandoned 

the Christian faith and their own people and joined themselves to the Muslims; 

such was the case, for example, with a certain English Templar, named Robert of 
                                                                                                                                                                                     

illis recedentibus sociati. O pietas omni proditione crudelior! Dantes panem fidem tollebant, quamvis certum sit 

quia, contenti servitio, neminem negare cogebant." 
1 Guizot:   Histoire de la civilisation en Europe, p. 234.    (Paris, 1882.) 
2 Usāma b. Munqidh, p. 99. 
3 Prutz, pp. 266-7. 
4 Assises de la Cour des Bourgeois. (Recueil des historiens des Croisades, Assises de Jerusalem, tome ii. p. 

325.) 
5 Bahā al-Dīn, p. 25. 
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St. Albans, who in A.D. 1185 gave up Christianity for Islam and afterwards 

married a grand-daughter of Saladin.
1
 Two years later, Saladin invaded 

Palestine and utterly defeated the Christian army in the battle of Ḥ iṭ ṭ īn, 

Guy, king of Jerusalem, being among the prisoners. On the eve of the 

battle, six of his knights, " possessed with a devilish spirit," deserted the king 

and escaped into the camp of Saladin, where of their own accord they became 

Saracens.
2
 At the same time Saladin seems to have had an understanding with 

Raymund III, Count of Tripoli, according to which he was to induce his 

followers to abandon the Christian faith and go over to the Muslims; but the 

sudden death of the Count effectually put a stop to the execution of this 

scheme.
3
 

The fall of Jerusalem and the successes of Saladin in the Holy Land 

stirred up Europe to undertake the third Crusade, the chief incident of which was 

the siege of Acre (A.D.nSg-1191). The fearful sufferings that the Christian army 

was exposed to, from famine and disease, drove many of them to desert and 

seek relief from the cravings of hunger in the Muslim camp. Of these deserters, 

many made their way back again after some time to the army of the 

Crusaders; on the other hand, many elected to throw in their lot with the 

Muslims; some, taking service under their former enemies, still remained true 

to the Christian faith and (we are told) were well pleased with their new 

masters, while others embracing Islam became good Muslims.
4
 The conversion 

of these deserters is recorded also by the chronicler who accompanied Richard I 

upon this Crusade :—" Some of our men (whose fate cannot be told or heard 

without grievous sorrow) yielding to the severity of the sore famine, in 

achieving the salvation of the body, incurred the damnation of their souls. For 

after the greater part of the affliction was past, they deserted and fled to the 

Turks: nor did they hesitate to become renegades; in order that they might 

prolong their temporal life a little space, they purchased eternal death with 

horrid blasphemies. O baleful trafficking! O shameful deed beyond all 

punishment! O foolish man likened unto the foolish beasts, while he flees from 

the death that must inevitably come soon, he shuns not the death unending."
5
 

unending."
5
 

From this time onwards references to renegades are not infrequently to be 

met with in the writings of those who travelled to the Holy Land and other 

countries of the East. The terms of the oath which was proposed to St. Louis 

by his Muhammadan captors when he was called upon to promise to pay the 

ransom imposed upon him (A.D. 1250), were suggested by certain whilom 
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priests who had become Muslims;
1
 and while this business of paying the 

ransom was still being carried on, another renegade, a Frenchman, born at 

Provins, came to bring a present to the king : he had accompanied King John 

of Jerusalem on his expedition against Damietta in 1219 and had remained in 

Egypt, married a Muhammadan wife and become a great lord in that country.
2
 

The danger of the pilgrims to the Holy Land becoming converts to Islam was 

so clearly recognised at this time that in a " Remembrance," written about 1266 

by Amaury de la Roche, the master of the Knights Templar in France, he 

requests the Pope and the legates of France and Sicily to prevent the poor and 

the aged and those incapable of bearing arms from crossing the sea to Palestine, 

for such persons either got killed or were taken prisoners by the Saracens or 

turned renegades.
3
 Ludolf de Suchem, who travelled in the Holy Land from 

1336 to 1341, speaks of three renegades he found at Hebron; they had 

come from the diocese of Minden and had been in the service of a Westphalian 

knight, who was held in high honour by the Soldan and other Muhammadan 

princes.
4
 

These scattered notices are no doubt significant of more extensive 

conversions of Christians to Islam, of which no record has come down to us : 

e. g. there were said to be about 25,000 renegades in the city of Cairo towards 

the close of the fifteenth century,
5
 and there must have been many also to be 

found in the cities of the Holy Land after the disappearance of the Latin 

princedoms of the East. But the Muhammadan historians of this period seem 

to have been too busily engaged in recording the exploits of princes and the 

vicissitudes of dynasties, to turn their attention to religious changes in the 

lives of obscure individuals; and (as far as I have been able to discover) they 

as little notice the conversions of Christians to Islam as of those of their own co-

religionists to Christianity. Consequently, we have to depend for our 

knowledge of both of these classes of events on Christian writers, who, while 

they give us detailed and sympathetic accounts of the latter, bear unwilling 

testimony to the existence of instances of the former and represent the 

motives of the renegades in the worst light possible. The possibility of any 

Christian becoming converted to Islam from honest conviction, probably 

never entered into the head of any of these writers, and even had such an idea 

occurred to them they would hardly have ventured to expose themselves to the 

thunders of ecclesiastical censure by giving open expression to it. 

As an example of the rare instances of such a conversion being recorded, 

the account may here be cited which Fürer von Haimendorf, who was in Cairo 

in 1565, gives of the conversion of a German scholar who had studied in the 
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University of Leipzig. " Sed dum nos hanc moram Cairi nectimus, accidit ut 

Justus quidam Stevenius Germanus Hamelensis qui in iisdem ædibus nobiscum 

habitaverat, fide Christianorum abnegata Turcarum religioni se initiandum atque 

circumcidendum obtulerit. Vir erat doctus, qui diu se Witebergæ ac Lipsiæ 

studiis operam dedisse sæpe nobis narrabat: verum de hoc facto 

interrogatus, peculiarem nunc sibi Spiritum adesse ajebat, sine cujus 

instinctu nihil vel facere sibi, vel cogitare fas esset; quæ hominis apostasia 

nimium quantum animos nostros commovit, et ad fugam quasi excitavit. 

Eodem quoque die Judæus quidam, qui paucis diebus ante religionem 

Mahumetanam amplexus fuerat, triumphali pompa per urbem 

circumducebatur; quod idem cum Stevenio isto futurum esse, Janissarii 

quidam nobis affirmabant."
1
 

From the historical sources quoted above, we have as little 

information respecting the number of these converts as of the proselytising 

efforts made to induce them to change their faith. A motive frequently 

assigned for going over to Islam is the desire to escape the death penalty 

by means of apostasy. European travellers make frequent mention of such 

cases. A late example of such an account may be selected, for the 

picturesqueness of its language, from the report of a Jesuit, who was in Cairo 

in 1627; he saw a Copt who, having allowed himself to be carried away " 

partly by passion and partly by the violence of an indiscreet zeal, had killed 

his brother with his own hand, in detestation of his having in a dastardly 

manner left Jesus Christ to embrace Mahometanism, in order to deliver 

himself from the vexation of the Turks. The poor man was at once seized in 

the heat of his crime, and he boldly confessed that the renegade, unworthy of 

being his brother, could only wipe out so black a spot by his blood. He was 

urged to abandon his faith in order to save his life," but he declared that he 

was resolved to die a Christian; the cruel torments, however, inflicted on him 

by the executioners, weakened his resolution and he yielded at the last 

moment. " This disaster changed him in a moment from a confessor into a 

renegade, from a martyr into an apostate, from a saint into one of the 

damned, and from an angel into a veritable devil. He made the profession 

of faith or rather of perfidy, after the manner of the Mahometans . . .  he was 

set at liberty, the liberty not of the sons of God, but of the sons of 

perdition." Later on, the reproaches of his conscience caused him again to 

recant and he was put to death by the Muhammadans for his apostasy.
2
 

The monk Burchard,
3
 writing about 1283, a few years before the 
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Crusaders were driven out of their last strongholds and the Latin power in the 

East came utterly to an end—represents the Christian population as largely 

outnumbering the Muslims throughout the whole of the Muhammadan world, 

the latter (except in Egypt and Arabia) forming not more than three or four 

per cent. of the whole population. This language is undoubtedly exaggerated 

and the good monk was certainly rash in assuming that what he observed in 

the cities of the Crusaders and of the kingdom of Little Armenia held good in 

other parts of the East. But his words may be certainly taken to indicate that 

during the period of the Crusades there had been no widespread conversion to 

Islam, and that when the Muhammadans resumed their sovereignty over the 

Holy Land, they extended the same toleration to the Christians as before, 

suffering them to " purchase peace and quiet" by the payment of the jizyah. 

The presumption is that the conversions that took place were of individual 

Christians, who were persuaded in their own minds before they took the final 

step. Instances have already been given of Christians who took service under 

Muhammadan masters, in the full enjoyment of their own faith, and the Assises 

of Jerusalem made a distinction between "those who have denied God and 

follow another law " and " all those who have done armed service to the 

Saracens and other miscreants against the Christians for more than a year and 

a day."
1
 

The native Christians certainly preferred the rule of the Muhammadans to 

that of the Crusaders,
2
 and when Jerusalem fell finally and for ever into the 

hands of the Muslims (A.D. 1244), the Christian population of Palestine seems to 

have welcomed the new masters and to have submitted quietly and 

contentedly to their rule.
3
 

This same sense of security of religious life under Muslim rule led many 

of the Christians of Asia Minor, also, about the same time, to welcome the 

advent of the Saljūq Turks as their deliverers from the hated Byzantine 

government, not only on account of its oppressive system of taxation, but also 

of the persecuting spirit of the Greek Church, which had with such cruelty 

crushed the heresies of the Paulicians and the Iconoclasts. In the reign of 

Michael VIII (1261-1282), the Turks were often invited to take possession of the 
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smaller towns in the interior of Asia Minor by the inhabitants, that they might 

escape from the tyranny of the empire; and both rich and poor often emigrated 

into Turkish dominions.
1
 

Some account still remains to be given of two other Christian Churches 

of Western Asia, viz. the Armenian and the Georgian. Of the former it may 

be said that of all the Eastern Churches that have come under Muhammadan 

rule, the Armenian Church has probably given fewer of its members (in 

proportion to the size of the community) to swell the ranks of Islam, than any 

other. So in spite of the interest that attaches to the story of the struggle of 

this brave nation against overwhelming odds and of the fidelity with which it 

has clung to the Christian faith— through centuries of warfare and 

oppression, persecution and exile—it does not come within the scope of the 

present volume to do more than briefly indicate its connection with the history 

of the Muhammadans. The Armenian kingdom survived the shock of the Arab 

conquest, and in the ninth century rose to be a state of some importance and 

flourished during the decay of the caliphate of Baghdād, but in the eleventh 

century was overthrown by the Saljūq Turks. A band of fugitives founded the 

kingdom of Lesser Armenia, but this too disappeared in the fourteenth century. 

The national life of the Armenian people still survived in spite of the loss of 

their independence, and, as was the case in Greece under the Turks, their 

religion and the national church served as the rallying point of their eager, 

undying patriotism. Though a certain number, under the pressure of cruel 

persecution, have embraced Islam, yet the bulk of the race has remained 

true to its ancient faith. As Tavernier
2
  rather unsympathetically remarks, " 

There may be some few Armenians, that embrace Mahometanism for worldly 

interest, but they are generally the most obstinate persons in the world, and 

most firm to their superstitious principles." 

The Georgian Church (founded in the early part of the fourth century) 

was an offshoot from the Greek Church, with which she has always remained in 

communion, although from the middle of the sixth century the Patriarch or 

Katholikos of the Georgian Church declared himself independent. Torn asunder 

by internal discords and exposed to the successive attacks of Greeks, Persians, 

Arabs, Turks and Mongols, the history of this heroic warrior people is one of 

almost uninterrupted warfare against foreign foes and of fiercely contested feuds 

between native chiefs : the reigns of one or two powerful monarchs who 

secured for their subjects brief intervals of peace, serving only to bring out in 

more striking contrast the normally unsettled state of the country. The fierce 

independent spirit of the Georgians that could not brook a foreign rule has often 

exasperated well-nigh to madness the fury of their Muhammadan neighbours, 

when they failed to impose upon them either their civil authority or their 

religion. It is this circumstance—that a change of faith implied loss of political 

                                                           

1 Finlay, vol. iii. pp. 358-9. J. H. Krause: Die Byzantiner des Mittelalters, p. 276. (Halle, 1869.) 
2 Tavernier (1), p. 174. 
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independence—which explains in a great measure the fact that the Georgian 

Church inscribes the names of so many martyrs in her calendar, while the 

annals of the Greek Church during the same period have no such honoured roll 

to show. 

It was not until after Georgia had been overrun by the devastating armies 

of the Mongols, leaving ruined churches and monasteries and pyramids of 

human heads to mark the progress of their destroying hosts, and consequently 

the spiritual wants of the people had remained long unprovided for, owing to the 

decline in the numbers and learning of the clergy—that Christianity began to 

lose ground.
1
 Even among those who still remained Christian, some added to 

the sufferings of the clergy by plundering the property of the Church and 

appropriating to their own use the revenues of churches and monasteries, and 

thus hastened the decay of the Christian faith.
2
 

In 1400 the invasion of Tīmūr added a crowning horror to the sufferings 

of Georgia, and though for a brief period the rule of Alexander I (1414-1442) 

delivered the country from the foreign yoke and drove but all the 

Muhammadans— after his death it was again broken up into a number of petty 

princedoms, from which the Turks and the Persians wrested the last shreds of 

independence. But the Muhammadans always found Georgia to be a turbulent 

and rebellious possession, ever ready to break out into open revolt at the 

slightest opportunity. Both Turks and Persians sought to secure the 

allegiance of these troublesome subjects by means of conversion to Islam. 

After the fall of Constantinople and the increase of Turkish power in Asia 

Minor, the inhabitants of Akhaltsikhé and other districts to the west of it 

became Muhammadans.
3
 In 1579 two Georgian princes—brothers—came on an 

embassy to Constantinople with a large retinue of about two hundred  

persons : here the younger brother together with his attendants became a 

Musalman, in the hope (it was said) of thereby supplanting his elder brother.
4
 

At a rather later date, the conquests of the Turks brought some of the districts 

in the very centre of Georgia into their power, the inhabitants of which 

embraced the creed of the conquerors.
5
 From this period Samtzkhé, the most 

western portion of Georgia, recognised the suzerainty of Turkey : its rulers and 

people were allowed to continue undisturbed in the Christian faith, but from 

1625 the ruling dynasty became Muhammadan and many of the chiefs and 

the aristocracy followed their example. 

Christianity retained its hold upon the peasants much longer, but when 

the clergy of Samtzkhé refused allegiance to the Katholikos of Karthli, there 

ceased to be regular provision made for supplying the spiritual needs of the 

                                                           

1 Joselian,  p. 125.     All the Abkhazes, Djikhethes, Ossetes, Kabardes and Kisthethes fell away from the 

Christian faith about this time. 

2 Id. p. 127. 

3 Id. p. 143. 

4 David Chytræus, p. 49. 

5 Joselian, p. 157. 
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people: the nobles, even before their conversion, had taken to plundering the 

estates of the Church, and after becoming Musalmans they naturally ceased to 

assist it with their offerings, and the churches and monasteries falling into 

decay were replaced by mosques.
1
 

The rest of Georgia had submitted to Persia, and when Tavernier visited 

this part of the country, about the middle of the seventeenth century, he found 

it divided into two kingdoms, which were provinces of the Persian empire, and 

were governed by native Georgian princes who had to turn Muhammadan 

before being advanced to this dignity.
2
 One of the first of such princes was the 

Tsarevitch Constantine, son of King Alexander II of Kakheth, who had been 

brought up at the Persian court and had there embraced Islam, at the 

beginning of the seventeenth century.
3
 The first Muhammadan king of Karthli, 

the Tsarevitch Rustam (1634-1658), had also been brought up in Persia, and he 

and his successors to the end of the century were all Muhammadans.
4
 

Tavernier describes the Georgians as being very ignorant in matters of 

religion and the clergy as unlettered and vicious; some of the heads of the 

Church actually sold the Christian boys and girls as slaves to the Turks and 

Persians.
5 

From this period there seems to have been a widespread apostasy, 

especially among the higher classes and those who sought to win the favour 

of the Persian court.
6
 In 1701 the occupant of the throne of Georgia, Wakhtang 

Wakhtang VI, was a Christian : for the first seven years of his reign he was a 

prisoner in Ispahan, where great efforts were made to induce him to become a 

Muhammadan; when he declared that he preferred to lose his throne rather 

than purchase it at the price of apostasy, it is said that his younger brother, 

although he was the Patriarch of Georgia, offered to abandon Christianity and 

embrace Islam, if the crown were bestowed upon him, but though invested by 

the Persians with the royal power, the Georgians refused to accept him as their 

ruler, and drove him out of the kingdom.
7
 

Towards the close of the eighteenth century, the king of Georgia placed 

his people under the protection of the Russian crown. Hitherto their intense 

patriotic feeling had helped to keep the Christian faith alive among them so 

long as their foreign invaders had been Musalmans, but now that the foreign 

power that sought to rob them of their independence was Christian, this same 

feeling operated in some of the districts north of the Caucasus to the advantage 

of Islam. In Daghistan a certain Darvīsh Manṣ ūr endeavoured to unite the 

                                                           

1 Brosset, II
e
 partie, I

re
 livraison, pp. 227-35.    Description géographique de la Géorgie par le Tsarévitch 

Wakhoucht, p. 79.    (St. Petersburg, 1842.) 

2 The Six voyages, p. 123. 

3 Joselian, p. 149. 

4 Id. pp. 160- 1. 

5 Tavernier (1), pp. 124, 126. He estimates the number of Muhammadans at about twelve thousand. (Id. p. 

123.) 

6 Brosset, II
e
 partie, I

re
 livraison, pp. 85, 181. 

7 Documens originaux sur les relations diplomatiques de la Géorgie avec la France vers la fin du regne de Louis 

XIV, recueillis par M. Brosset jenne. (J. A. 2
me

 série, tome ix. (1832), pp. 197, 451.) 
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different tribes of the Caucasus to oppose the Russians; preaching the faith of 

Islam he succeeded in converting the princes and nobles of Ubichistan and 

Daghistan, who have remained faithful to Islam ever since; many of the 

Circassians, too, were converted by his preaching, and preferred exile to 

submitting to the Russian rule.
1
 But in 1791 he was taken prisoner, and in 

1800 Georgia was formally incorporated in the Russian empire. 

Darvīsh Manṣ ūr was not alone in his efforts to convert the 

Circassians. When the treaty of Kūchak-Qaïnarji in 1774 had recognised the 

independence of the Crimea and opened the Black Sea to Russian vessels, the 

Turkish government became alarmed at the prospect of a further movement of 

Russian domination along the eastern coast of the Black Sea and resolved to 

make an attempt to stir the Circassians to resistance. A Turkish officer, 

named Faraḥ  'Alī, was sent in 1782 to establish a military colony at Anāpa, 

near the outlet of the sea of Azov, and to enter into relations with the Circassian 

tribes. Faraḥ  'Alī's first care was to seek the hand of a daughter of one of the 

Circassian beys, offering rich presents of arms, horses, etc., to her father; the 

marriage was celebrated with great pomp and ceremony, and Faraḥ  'Alī 

encouraged his soldiers to follow his example, by promising to defray the 

expenses of their nuptials. The result was that a number of Circassian women 

joined the little colony and accepted the religion of their husbands, and with 

the zeal of new converts won over to Islam their fathers and brothers. An 

active movement of proselytism began, and the Circassians who came in 

contact with the Turkish colony appear readily to have abandoned their pagan 

beliefs for the religion of the Qur'ān, the mollas were kept busy in instructing 

the new Muslims, and help had to be sought from Constantinople to deal with 

the increasing number of conversions.
2
 But the work of Faraḥ  'Alī was short-

lived; he died in 1785 and his tomb was reverenced as that of a saint, but his 

work perished with him. Anāpa passed into the hands of the Russians in 

1812, and when the resistance of the Circassians was finally overcome in 

1864, more than half a million Circassian Muhammadans migrated into 

Turkish territory. 

Under Russian law conversions to any faith other than that of the 

Orthodox Church were illegal, and the further progress of Islam was stayed 

until the promulgation of the edict of toleration in 1905. One of the results 

of this in the Caucasus was a large accession to Islam from among the 

Abkhazes, who had long been nominal converts to Christianity, but now 

became Muhammadans in such numbers that the Orthodox clergy became 

alarmed and founded a special society for the distribution of religious tracts 

among them, in the hope of combating Muhammadan influences.
3
 

                                                           

1 Mackenzie, p. 7. Garnett, p. 194. 

2 Barbier de Meynard. p. 45 sqq. 

3 R. du M. M., VII, p. 320 (1909). 
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CCHHAAPPTTEERR  IIVV..  

  

TTHHEE  SSPPRREEAADD  OOFF  IISSLLAAMM  AAMMOONNGG  TTHHEE  CCHHRRIISSTTIIAANN  NNAATTIIOONNSS  OOFF  

AAFFRRIICCAA..  

  

Islam was first introduced into Africa by the Arab army that invaded 

Egypt under the command of 'Amr b. al-Āṣ  in A.D. 640. Three years later the 

withdrawal of the Byzantine troops abandoned the vast Christian population into 

the hands of the Muslim conquerors. The rapid success of the Arab invaders was 

largely due to the welcome they received from the native Christians, who hated 

the Byzantine rule not only for its oppressive administration, but also—and  

cchhiieeffllyy——oonn  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  tthhee  bbiitttteerrnneessss  ooff  tthheeoollooggiiccaall  rraannccoouurr..  TThhee  JJaaccoobbiitteess,,  wwhhoo  

ffoorrmmeedd  tthhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn,,  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  vveerryy  rroouugghhllyy  hhaannddlleedd  

bbyy  tthhee  OOrrtthhooddooxx  aaddhheerreennttss  ooff  tthhee  ccoouurrtt  aanndd  ssuubbjjeecctteedd  ttoo  iinnddiiggnniittiieess  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  nnoott  

bbeeeenn  ffoorrggootttteenn  bbyy  tthheeiirr  cchhiillddrreenn  eevveenn  ttoo  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddaayy..
11
  SSoommee  wweerree  ttoorrttuurreedd  

aanndd  tthheenn  tthhrroowwnn  iinnttoo  tthhee  sseeaa;;  mmaannyy  ffoolllloowweedd  tthheeiirr  PPaattrriiaarrcchh  iinnttoo  eexxiillee  ttoo  eessccaappee  

ffrroomm  tthhee  hhaannddss  ooff  tthheeiirr  ppeerrsseeccuuttoorrss,,  wwhhiillee  aa  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerr  ddiissgguuiisseedd  tthheeiirr  rreeaall  

ooppiinniioonnss  uunnddeerr  aa  pprreetteennddeedd  aacccceeppttaannccee  ooff  tthhee  CCoouunncciill  ooff  CChhaallcceeddoonn..
22
  TToo  tthheessee  

CCooppttss,,  aass  tthhee  JJaaccoobbiittee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ooff  EEggyypptt  aarree  ccaalllleedd,,  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ccoonnqquueesstt  

bbrroouugghhtt  aa  ffrreeeeddoomm  ooff  rreelliiggiioouuss  lliiffee  ssuucchh  aass  tthheeyy  hhaadd  nnoott  eennjjooyyeedd  ffoorr  aa  cceennttuurryy..  

OOnn  ppaayymmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  ttrriibbuuttee,,  ''AAmmrr  lleefftt  tthheemm  iinn  uunnddiissttuurrbbeedd  ppoosssseessssiioonn  ooff  tthheeiirr  

cchhuurrcchheess  aanndd  gguuaarraanntteeeedd  ttoo  tthheemm  aauuttoonnoommyy  iinn  aallll  eecccclleessiiaassttiiccaall  mmaatttteerrss,,  tthhuuss  

ddeelliivveerriinngg  tthheemm  ffrroomm  tthhee  ccoonnttiinnuuaall  iinntteerrffeerreennccee  tthhaatt  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ssoo  ggrriieevvoouuss  aa  

bbuurrddeenn  uunnddeerr  tthhee  pprreevviioouuss  rruullee;;  hhee  llaaiidd  hhiiss  hhaannddss  oonn  nnoonnee  ooff  tthhee  pprrooppeerrttyy  ooff  tthhee  

cchhuurrcchheess  aanndd  ccoommmmiitttteedd  nnoo  aacctt  ooff  ssppoolliiaattiioonn  oorr  ppiillllaaggee..
33
  IInn  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  ddaayyss  ooff  tthhee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  rruullee  tthheenn,,  tthhee  ccoonnddiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  CCooppttss  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ffaaiirrllyy  

ttoolleerraabbllee,,
44
  aanndd  tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  eevviiddeennccee  ooff  tthheeiirr  wwiiddeesspprreeaadd  aappoossttaassyy  ttoo  IIssllaamm  bbeeiinngg  

dduuee  ttoo  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  oorr  uunnjjuusstt  pprreessssuurree  oonn  tthhee  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthheeiirr  nneeww  rruulleerrss..  EEvveenn  bbeeffoorree  

tthhee  ccoonnqquueesstt  wwaass  ccoommpplleettee,,  wwhhiillee  tthhee  ccaappiittaall,,  AAlleexxaannddrriiaa,,  ssttiillll  hheelldd  oouutt,,  mmaannyy  ooff  

tthheemm  wweenntt  oovveerr  ttoo  IIssllaamm,,
55
  aanndd  aa  ffeeww  yyeeaarrss  llaatteerr  tthhee  eexxaammppllee  tthheessee  hhaadd  sseett  wwaass  

ffoolllloowweedd  bbyy  mmaannyy  ootthheerrss..
66
  IInn  tthhee  rreeiiggnn  ooff  ‘‘UUtthhmmāānn  ((AA..DD..  664433--665555)),,  tthhee  rreevveennuuee  

ddeerriivveedd  ffrroomm  EEggyypptt  aammoouunntteedd  ttoo  ttwweellvvee  mmiilllliioonnss;;  aa  ffeeww  yyeeaarrss  llaatteerr,,  iinn  tthhee  rreeiiggnn  

                                                           

1 Amélineau, p. 3; Caetani, vol. iv. p. 81 sq. Justinian is said to have had 200,000 Copts put to death in the city 

of Alexandria, and the persecutions of his successors drove many to take refuge in the desert. (Wansleben: The 

Present State of Egypt, p. 11.) (London, 1678.) 
2 Renaudot, p. 161.  Severus, p. 106. 

3 John, Jacobite bishop of Nikiu (second half of seventh century), p. 584. Caetani, vol. iv. pp. 515-16. 

4 Bell, p. xxxvii. But the exactions and hardships that, according to Maqrīzī, the Copts had to endure about 

seventy years after the conquest hardly allow us to extend this period so far as Von Ranke does: "Von Aegypten 

weiss man durch die bestimmtesten Zeugnisse, dass sich die Einwohner in den nächsten Jahrhunderten unter der 

arabischen Herrschaft in einem erträglichen Zustand befunden haben." (Weltgeschichte, vol. v. p. 153, 4th ed.) 

5 John of Nikiu, p. 560. 

6 Id. p. 585. "Or beaucoup des Égyptiens, qui étaient de faux chrétiens, reniérent la sainte religion orthodoxe et 

le baptême qui donne la vie, embrassèrent la religion des Musulmans, les ennemis de Dieu, et acceptèrent la 

détestable doctrine de ce monstre, c'est-à-dire de Mahomet; ils partagèrent l'égarement de ces idolâtres et prirent 

les armes contre les chrétiens." 
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ooff  MMuu''āāwwiiyyaahh  ((666611--667799)),,  iitt  hhaadd  ffaalllleenn  ttoo  ffiivvee  mmiilllliioonnss  oowwiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  eennoorrmmoouuss  

nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss  ::  uunnddeerr  ''UUmmaarr  IIII  ((771177--772200))  iitt  ffeellll  ssttiillll  lloowweerr,,  ssoo  tthhaatt  tthhee  

ggoovveerrnnoorr  ooff  EEggyypptt
11
  pprrooppoosseedd  tthhaatt  iinn  ffuuttuurree  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrttss  sshhoouulldd  nnoott  bbee  eexxeemmpptteedd  

ffrroomm  tthhee  ppaayymmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  ccaappiittaattiioonn--ttaaxx,,  bbuutt  tthhiiss  tthhee  ppiioouuss  ccaalliipphh  rreeffuusseedd  ttoo  

aallllooww,,  ssaayyiinngg  tthhaatt  GGoodd  hhaadd  sseenntt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ttoo  ccaallll  mmeenn  ttoo  aa  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthhee  

ttrruutthh  aanndd  nnoott  ttoo  bbee  aa  ccoolllleeccttoorr  ooff  ttaaxxeess..""
22
  

BBuutt  llaatteerr  rruulleerrss  rreeccooggnniisseedd  tthhaatt  ffoorr  ffiissccaall  rreeaassoonnss  ssuucchh  aa  ppoolliiccyy  wwaass  

rruuiinnoouuss  ttoo  tthhee  ssttaattee,,  aanndd  iinnssiisstteedd  oonn  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrttss  ccoonnttiinnuuiinngg  ttoo  ppaayy  ttaaxxeess  aass  

bbeeffoorree;;  tthheerree  wwaass,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  nnoo  ccoonnttiinnuuiittyy  iinn  ssuucchh  aa  ppoolliiccyy,,  aanndd  iinnddiivviidduuaall  

ggoovveerrnnoorrss  aacctteedd  iinn  aann  aarrbbiittrraarryy  aanndd  iirrrreegguullaarr  mmaannnneerr..
33
  WWhheenn  ḤḤ aaffṣṣ   bb..  aall--WWaallīīdd,,  

wwhhoo  wwaass  ggoovveerrnnoorr  ooff  EEggyypptt  iinn  AA..DD..  774444,,  pprroommiisseedd  tthhaatt  aallll  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  bbeeccaammee  

MMuusslliimmss  wwoouulldd  bbee  eexxeemmpptteedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  ppaayymmeenntt  ooff  jjiizzyyaahh,,  aass  mmaannyy  aass  2244,,000000  

CChhrriissttiiaannss  aarree  rreeppoorrtteedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  aacccceepptteedd  IIssllaamm..
44
  AA  ssiimmiillaarr  pprrooccllaammaattiioonn  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  

ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  mmaaddee  bbyy  aall--SSaaffffāāḥḥ ,,  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ooff  tthhee  ''AAbbbbāāssiidd  ccaalliipphhss,,  ssoooonn  aafftteerr  hhiiss  

aacccceessssiioonn  iinn  AA..DD..  775500,,  ffoorr  ""  hhee  wwrroottee  ttoo  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ooff  hhiiss  ddoommiinniioonnss  ssaayyiinngg  tthhaatt  

eevveerryy  oonnee  wwhhoo  eemmbbrraacceedd  hhiiss  rreelliiggiioonn  aanndd  pprraayyeedd  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  hhiiss  ffaasshhiioonn,,  

sshhoouulldd  bbee  qquuiitt  ooff  tthhee  jjiizzyyaahh,,  aanndd  mmaannyy,,  bbootthh  rriicchh  aanndd  ppoooorr,,  ddeenniieedd  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  

CChhrriisstt  bbyy  rreeaassoonn  ooff  tthhee  mmaaggnniittuuddee  ooff  tthhee  ttaaxxaattiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  bbuurrddeennss  iimmppoosseedd  uuppoonn  

tthheemm..""
55
  IInn  ffaacctt  mmaannyy  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ooff  EEggyypptt  sseeeemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  aabbaannddoonneedd  

CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  aass  lliigghhttllyy  aanndd  aass  rraappiiddllyy  aass,,  iinn  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  ffoouurrtthh  cceennttuurryy,,  

tthheeyy  hhaadd  eemmbbrraacceedd  iitt..  PPrriioorr  ttoo  tthhaatt  ppeerriioodd,,  aa  vveerryy  ssmmaallll  sseeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  

ooff  tthhee  vvaalllleeyy  ooff  tthhee  NNiillee  wwaass  CChhrriissttiiaann,,  bbuutt  tthhee  ssuuffffeerriinnggss  ooff  tthhee  mmaarrttyyrrss  iinn  tthhee  

ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  ooff  DDiioocclleettiiaann,,  tthhee  ssttoorriieess  ooff  tthhee  mmiirraacclleess  tthheeyy  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd,,  tthhee  

nnaattiioonnaall  ffeeeelliinngg  eexxcciitteedd  bbyy  tthhee  sseennssee  ooff  tthheeiirr  ooppppoossiittiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  ddiiccttaatteess  ooff  tthhee  

ffoorreeiiggnn  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt,,
66
  tthhee  aassssuurraannccee  tthhaatt  aa  ppaarraaddiissee  ooff  ddeelliigghhttss  wwaass  ooppeenneedd  ttoo  tthhee  

mmaarrttyyrr  wwhhoo  ddiieedd  uunnddeerr  tthhee  hhaannddss  ooff  hhiiss  ttoorrmmeennttoorrss,,——aallll  tthheessee  tthhiinnggss  ssttiirrrreedd  uupp  

aann  eenntthhuussiiaassmm  tthhaatt  rreessuulltteedd  iinn  aann  iinnccrreeddiibbllyy  rraappiidd  sspprreeaadd  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh..  ""  

IInnsstteeaadd  ooff  bbeeiinngg  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  bbyy  pprreeaacchhiinngg,,  aass  tthhee  ootthheerr  ccoouunnttrriieess  ooff  tthhee  EEaasstt  wweerree,,  

EEggyypptt  eemmbbrraacceedd  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  iinn  aa  ffiitt  ooff  wwiilldd  eenntthhuussiiaassmm,,  wwiitthhoouutt  aannyy  pprreeaacchhiinngg,,  

oorr  iinnssttrruuccttiioonn  bbeeiinngg  ggiivveenn,,  wwiitthh  hhaarrddllyy  aannyy  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthhee  nneeww  rreelliiggiioonn  

bbeeyyoonndd  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  JJeessuuss,,  tthhee  MMeessssiiaahh,,  wwhhoo  bbeessttoowweedd  aa  lliiffee  ooff  eetteerrnnaall  hhaappppiinneessss  

oonn  aallll  wwhhoo  ccoonnffeesssseedd  HHiimm..""  
77
  

IInn  tthhee  sseevveenntthh  cceennttuurryy  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  hhaadd  pprroobbaabbllyy  vveerryy  lliittttllee  hhoolldd  oonn  aa  ggrreeaatt  

mmaassss  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  EEggyypptt..  TThhee  tthheeoollooggiiccaall  ccaattcchhwwoorrddss  tthhaatt  tthheeiirr  lleeaaddeerrss  mmaaddee  

uussee  ooff,,  ttoo  ssttiirr  uupp  iinn  tthheemm  ffeeeelliinnggss  ooff  hhaattrreedd  aanndd  ooppppoossiittiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  BByyzzaannttiinnee  

ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt,,  ccoouulldd  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  iinntteelllliiggiibbllee  ttoo  aa  vveerryy  ffeeww,,  aanndd  tthhee  rraappiidd  sspprreeaadd  ooff  

                                                           

1 Qurra b. Sharīk (governor of Egypt from 709 to 714), or his predecessor, appears to have insisted on the 

converts continuing to pay jizyah.    (Beckeṛ  Papyri Schott-Reinhardt, p. 18.) 

2 Ibn Sa'd, Ṭ abaqāt, vol. v. p. 283. 

3 Caetani, vol. iv, p. 6l8; vol. v. pp. 384-5. 

4 Severus, pp. 172-3. 

5 Id. pp. 205-6. 

6 “Sans aucun doute il y eut dans la multiplicité des martyrs une sorte de résistance nationale contre les 

gouverneurs étrangers." (Amélineau, p. 58.)  

7 Amélineau, pp. 57-8. 
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IIssllaamm  iinn  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  ddaayyss  ooff  tthhee  AArraabb  ooccccuuppaattiioonn  wwaass  pprroobbaabbllyy  dduuee  lleessss  ttoo  ddeeffiinniittee  

eeffffoorrttss  ttoo  aattttrraacctt  tthhaann  ttoo  tthhee  iinnaabbiilliittyy  ooff  ssuucchh  aa  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  ttoo  rreettaaiinn..  TThhee  

tthheeoollooggiiccaall  bbaassiiss  ffoorr  tthhee  eexxiisstteennccee  ooff  tthhee  JJaaccoobbiitteess  aass  aa  sseeppaarraattee  sseecctt,,  tthhee  tteenneettss  

tthhaatt  tthheeyy  hhaadd  ssoo  lloonngg  aanndd  aatt  ssoo  ggrreeaatt  aa  ccoosstt  ssttrruugggglleedd  ttoo  mmaaiinnttaaiinn,,  wweerree  eemmbbooddiieedd  

iinn  ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  tthhee  mmoosstt  aabbssttrruussee  aanndd  mmeettaapphhyyssiiccaall  cchhaarraacctteerr,,  aanndd  mmaannyy  

ddoouubbttlleessss  ttuurrnneedd  iinn  uutttteerr  ppeerrpplleexxiittyy  aanndd  wweeaarriinneessss  ffrroomm  tthhee  iinntteerrmmiinnaabbllee  

ccoonnttrroovveerrssiieess  tthhaatt  rraaggeedd  aarroouunndd  tthheemm,,  ttoo  aa  ffaaiitthh  tthhaatt  wwaass  ssuummmmeedd  uupp  iinn  tthhee  

ssiimmppllee,,  iinntteelllliiggiibbllee  ttrruutthh  ooff  tthhee  UUnniittyy  ooff  GGoodd  aanndd  tthhee  mmiissssiioonn  ooff  HHiiss  PPrroopphheett,,  

MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd..  EEvveenn  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  CCooppttiicc  CChhuurrcchh  iittsseellff  aatt  aa  llaatteerr  ppeerriioodd,,  wwee  ffiinndd  

eevviiddeennccee  ooff  aa  mmoovveemmeenntt  wwhhiicchh,,  iiff  nnoott  ddiissttiinnccttllyy  MMuusslliimm,,  wwaass  aatt  lleeaasstt  cclloosseellyy  

aalllliieedd  tthheerreettoo,,  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  aabbsseennccee  ooff  aannyy  sseeppaarraattee  eecccclleessiiaassttiiccaall  oorrggaanniissaattiioonn  iinn  

wwhhiicchh  iitt  mmiigghhtt  ffiinndd  eexxpprreessssiioonn,,  pprroobbaabbllyy  ccoonnttrriibbuutteedd  ttoo  tthhee  iinnccrreeaassee  ooff  tthhee  

ccoonnvveerrttss  ttoo  IIssllaamm..  IInn  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  ttwweellfftthh  cceennttuurryy,,  tthheerree  wwaass  iinn  tthhee  

mmoonnaasstteerryy  ooff  SStt..  AAnntthhoonnyy  ((nneeaarr  IIṭṭ ffīīḥḥ   oonn  tthhee  NNiillee)),,  aa  mmoonnkk  nnaammeedd  BBaallūūttuuss,,  

""lleeaarrnneedd  iinn  tthhee  ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  rreelliiggiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  dduuttiieess  ooff  tthhee  mmoonnaassttiicc  

lliiffee,,  aanndd  sskkiilllleedd  iinn  tthhee  rruulleess  ooff  tthhee  ccaannoonn--llaaww..  BBuutt  SSaattaann  ccaauugghhtt  hhiimm  iinn  oonnee  ooff  hhiiss  

nneettss;;  ffoorr  hhee  bbeeggaann  ttoo  hhoolldd  ooppiinniioonnss  aatt  vvaarriiaannccee  wwiitthh  tthhoossee  ttaauugghhtt  bbyy  tthhee  TThhrreeee  

HHuunnddrreedd  aanndd  EEiigghhtteeeenn  ((ooff  NNiicc?? aa));;  aanndd  hhee  ccoorrrruupptteedd  tthhee  mmiinnddss  ooff  mmaannyy  ooff  tthhoossee  

wwhhoo  hhaadd  nnoo  kknnoowwlleeddggee  oorr  iinnssttrruuccttiioonn  iinn  tthhee  OOrrtthhooddooxx  ffaaiitthh..  HHee  aannnnoouunncceedd  wwiitthh  

hhiiss  iimmppuurree  mmoouutthh,,  iinn  hhiiss  wwiicckkeedd  ddiissccoouurrsseess,,  tthhaatt  CChhrriisstt  oouurr  LLoorrdd——ttoo  WWhhoomm  bbee  

gglloorryy——wwaass  lliikkee  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  pprroopphheettss..  HHee  aassssoocciiaatteedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  lloowweesstt  aammoonngg  tthhee  

ffoolllloowweerrss  ooff  hhiiss  rreelliiggiioonn,,  ccllootthheedd  aass  hhee  wwaass  iinn  tthhee  mmoonnaassttiicc  hhaabbiitt..  WWhheenn  hhee  wwaass  

qquueessttiioonneedd  aass  ttoo  hhiiss  rreelliiggiioonn  aanndd  hhiiss  ccrreeeedd,,  hhee  pprrooffeesssseedd  hhiimmsseellff  aa  bbeelliieevveerr  iinn  tthhee  

UUnniittyy  ooff  GGoodd..  HHiiss  ddooccttrriinneess  pprreevvaaiilleedd  dduurriinngg  aa  ppeerriioodd  wwhhiicchh  eennddeedd  iinn  tthhee  yyeeaarr  

883399  ooff  tthhee  RRiigghhtteeoouuss  MMaarrttyyrrss  ((AA..DD..  11112233));;  tthheenn  hhee  ddiieedd,,  aanndd  hhiiss  mmeemmoorryy  wwaass  

ccuutt  ooffff  ffoorr  eevveerr..""
11
    

FFuurrtthheerr,,  aa  tthheeoorryy  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  lliiffee  tthhaatt  ffoouunndd  iittss  hhiigghheesstt  eexxpprreessssiioonn  iinn  

aasscceettiicciissmm  ooff  tthhee  ggrroosssseesstt  ttyyppee
22
  ccoouulldd  ooffffeerr  lliittttllee  aattttrraaccttiioonn,,  iinn  tthhee  ffaaccee  ooff  tthhee  

mmoorree  hhuummaann  mmoorraalliittyy  ooff  IIssllaamm..
33
  OOnn  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  tthhee  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  CCooppttss  tthhaatt  

ffrroomm  ttiimmee  ttoo  ttiimmee  hhaavvee  bbeeccoommee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss,,  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  ccoommee  ttoo  bbee  

ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  bbyy  tthhee  ffoolllloowweerrss  ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett  aass  mmuucchh  mmoorree  iinncclliinneedd  ttoo  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  

IIssllaamm  tthhaann  aannyy  ootthheerr  CChhrriissttiiaann  sseecctt,,  aanndd  tthhoouugghh  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  hhaadd  ttoo  eenndduurree  tthhee  mmoosstt  

sseevveerree  oopppprreessssiioonn  aanndd  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  oonn  mmaannyy  ooccccaassiioonnss,,  yyeett  tthhee  CCooppttss  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  

bbeeeenn  tthhuuss  ddrriivveenn  ttoo  aabbaannddoonn  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh  aarree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ffeeww  iinn  ccoommppaarriissoonn  

wwiitthh  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  cchhaannggeedd  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  vvoolluunnttaarriillyy,,
44
  aanndd  eevveenn  iinn  tthhee  

nniinneetteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  wwhheenn  EEggyypptt  wwaass  ssaaiidd  ttoo  bbee  tthhee  mmoosstt  ttoolleerraanntt  ooff  aallll  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ccoouunnttrriieess,,  tthheerree  wweerree  yyeeaarrllyy  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  CCooppttss  ttoo  tthhee  

                                                           

1 Abū Ṣ alīḥ , pp. 163-4. 

2 Amélineau, pp. 53-4, 69-70. 

3 Abū Ṣ alīḥ  gives an account of some monks who embraced the faith of the Prophet, and these are probably 

representative of a larger number of whom the historian has left no record, as lacking the peculiar circumstances 

of loss to the monastery or of recantation that made such instances of interest to him (pp. 128, 142). 

4 Lane, pp. 546, 549. 
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MMuusslliimm  ffaaiitthh..
11
  SSttiillll,,  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  aanndd  oopppprreessssiioonn  hhaavvee  uunnddoouubbtteeddllyy  ppllaayyeedd  aa  vveerryy  

llaarrggee  ppaarrtt  iinn  tthhee  rreedduuccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  CCooppttss,,  aanndd  tthhee  ssttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  

ssuuffffeerriinnggss  ooff  tthhee  JJaaccoobbiittee  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  EEggyypptt,,——ppeerrsseeccuutteedd  aalliikkee  bbyy  tthheeiirr  ffeellllooww  

CChhrriissttiiaannss
22
  aanndd  bbyy  tthhee  ffoolllloowweerrss  ooff  tthhee  ddoommiinnaanntt  ffaaiitthh,,  iiss  aa  vveerryy  ssaadd  oonnee,,  aanndd  

mmaannyy  aabbaannddoonneedd  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  tthheeiirr  ffaatthheerrss  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  eessccaappee  ffrroomm  bbuurrddeenn--

ssoommee  ttaaxxeess  aanndd  uunneenndduurraabbllee  iinnddiiggnniittiieess..  TThhee  vvaasstt  ddiiffffeerreennccee  iinn  tthhiiss  rreessppeecctt  

bbeettwweeeenn  tthheeiirr  ccoonnddiittiioonn  aanndd  tthhaatt  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ooff  SSyyrriiaa,,  PPaalleessttiinnee  aanndd  SSppaaiinn  

aatt  tthhee  ssaammee  ppeerriioodd  ffiinnddss  iittss  eexxppllaannaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  ttuurrbbuulleenntt  cchhaarraacctteerr  ooff  tthhee  CCooppttss  

tthheemmsseellvveess..  TThheeiirr  lloonngg  ssttrruuggggllee  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  cciivviill  aanndd  tthheeoollooggiiccaall  ddeessppoottiissmm  ooff  

BByyzzaannttiiuumm  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  wweellddeedd  tthhee  zzeeaalloottss  iinnttoo  aa  nnaattiioonnaall  ppaarrttyy  tthhaatt  ccoouulldd  aass  

lliittttllee  bbrrooookk  tthhee  ffoorreeiiggnn  rruullee  ooff  tthhee  AArraabbss  aass,,  bbeeffoorree,,  tthhaatt  ooff  tthhee  GGrreeeekkss..  TThhee  rriissiinngg  

ooff  tthhee  CCooppttss  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthheeiirr  nneeww  mmaasstteerrss  iinn  664466,,  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  ddrroovvee  tthhee  AArraabbss  ffoorr  aa  

ttiimmee  oouutt  ooff  AAlleexxaannddrriiaa  aanndd  ooppeenneedd  tthhee  ggaatteess  ooff  tthhee  cciittyy  ttoo  tthhee  BByyzzaannttiinnee  ttrrooooppss  

((wwhhoo,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  ttrreeaatteedd  tthhee  uunnffoorrttuunnaattee  CCooppttss  aass  eenneemmiieess,,  nnoott  hhaavviinngg  yyeett  

ffoorrggootttteenn  tthhee  wweellccoommee  tthheeyy  hhaadd  bbeeffoorree  ggiivveenn  ttoo  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  iinnvvaaddeerrss)),,  

wwaass  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ooff  aa  lloonngg  sseerriieess  ooff  rriissiinnggss  aanndd  iinnssuurrrreeccttiioonnss,,
33
——eexxcciitteedd  ffrreeqquueennttllyy  

bbyy  eexxcceessssiivvee  ttaaxxaattiioonn,,——wwhhiicchh  eexxppoosseedd  tthheemm  ttoo  tteerrrriibbllee  rreepprriissaallss,,  aanndd  ccaauusseedd  tthhee  

lloott  ooff  tthhee  JJaaccoobbiittee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ooff  EEggyypptt  ttoo  bbee  hhaarrddeerr  ttoo  bbeeaarr  tthhaann  tthhaatt  ooff  aannyy  ootthheerr  

CChhrriissttiiaann  sseecctt  iinn  tthhiiss  oorr  ootthheerr  ccoouunnttrriieess  uunnddeerr  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  rruullee..  BBuutt  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  

ooff  tthheessee  eevveennttss  bbeelloonnggss  rraatthheerr  ttoo  aa  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  aanndd  

iinnttoolleerraannccee  tthhaann  ttoo  tthhee  ssccooppee  ooff  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  wwoorrkk..  IItt  mmuusstt  nnoott,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  bbee  

ssuuppppoosseedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  ccoonnddiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  CCooppttss  wwaass  iinnvvaarriiaabbllyy  tthhaatt  ooff  aa  ppeerrsseeccuutteedd  sseecctt;;  

oonn  tthhee  ccoonnttrraarryy  tthheerree  wweerree  ttiimmeess  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  rroossee  ttoo  ppoossiittiioonnss  ooff  ggrreeaatt  aafffflluueennccee  

aanndd  iimmppoorrttaannccee  iinn  tthhee  ssttaattee..  TThheeyy  ffiilllleedd  tthhee  ppoossttss  ooff  sseeccrreettaarriieess  aanndd  ssccrriibbeess  iinn  tthhee  

ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ooffffiicceess,,
44
  ffaarrmmeedd  tthhee  ttaaxxeess,,

55
  aanndd  iinn  ssoommee  ccaasseess  aammaasssseedd  eennoorrmmoouuss  

wweeaalltthh..
66
  TThhee  aannnnaallss  ooff  tthheeiirr  CChhuurrcchh  ffuurrnniisshh  uuss  wwiitthh  mmaannyy  iinnssttaanncceess  ooff  

eecccclleessiiaassttiiccss  wwhhoo  wweerree  hheelldd  iinn  hhiigghh  ffaavvoouurr  aanndd  ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn  bbyy  tthhee  rreeiiggnniinngg  

pprriinncceess  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  uunnddeerr  tthhee  rruullee  ooff  mmaannyy  ooff  wwhhoomm  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  eennjjooyyeedd  

tthhee  uuttmmoosstt  ttrraannqquuiilllliittyy..
77
  TToo  ssuucchh  aa  ppeerriioodd  ooff  tthhee  ppeeaaccee  ooff  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh  bbeelloonnggss  aann  

iinncciiddeenntt  tthhaatt  lleedd  ttoo  tthhee  aabbssoorrppttiioonn  ooff  mmaannyy  CChhrriissttiiaannss  iinnttoo  tthhee  bbooddyy  ooff  tthhee  

                                                           

1 Lüttke (1), vol. i. pp. 30, 35.    Dr. Andrew Watson writes: "No year has passed during my residence of forty-

four years in the Nile valley without my hearing of several instances of defection.    The causes are, chiefly, the 

hope of worldly gain of various kinds, severe and continued persecution, exposure to the cruelty and rapacity of 

Moslem neighbours, and personal indignities as well as political disabilities of various kinds." (Islam in Egypt: 

Mohammedan World, p. 24.) 

2 Severus, pp. 122, 126, 143. One of the very first occasions on which they had to complain of excessive 

taxation was when Menas, the Christian prefect of Lower Egypt,  extorted from   the   city of Alexandria 32,057 

pieces of gold, instead of 22,000 which 'Amr had fixed as the amount to be levied.    (John of Nikiu, p. 585.)    

Renaudot (p. 168) says that after the restoration of the Orthodox hierarchy, about seventy years after the 

Muhammadan conquest, the Copts suffered as much at its hands as at the hands of the Muhammadans 

themselves. 

3 Maqrīzī mentions five other risings of the Copts that had to be crushed by force of arms, within the first 

century of the Arab domination. (Maqrīzī (2), pp. 76-82.) 

4 Renaudot, pp. 189, 374, 430, 540. 

5 Id. p. 603. 

6 Id. pp. 432, 607.    Nāṣ ir-i-Khusrau: Safar-nāmah, ed. Schefer, pp. 155-6. 

7 Renaudot, pp. 212, 225, 314, 374, 540. 
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ffaaiitthhffuull..    

DDuurriinngg  tthhee  rreeiiggnn  ooff  SSaallāāhh  aall--DDīīnn  ((SSaallaaddiinn))  ((11116699--11119933))  oovveerr  EEggyypptt,,  tthhee  

ccoonnddiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  wwaass  vveerryy  hhaappppyy  uunnddeerr  tthhee  aauussppiicceess  ooff  tthhiiss  ttoolleerraanntt  

rruulleerr;;  tthhee  ttaaxxeess  tthhaatt  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  iimmppoosseedd  uuppoonn  tthheemm  wweerree  lliigghhtteenneedd  aanndd  sseevveerraall  

sswweepptt  aawwaayy  aallttooggeetthheerr;;  tthheeyy  ccrroowwddeedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  ppuubblliicc  ooffffiicceess  aass  sseeccrreettaarriieess,,  

aaccccoouunnttaannttss  aanndd  rreeggiissttrraarrss;;  aanndd  ffoorr  nneeaarrllyy  aa  cceennttuurryy  uunnddeerr  tthhee  ssuucccceessssoorrss  ooff  

SSaallaaddiinn,,  tthheeyy  eennjjooyyeedd  tthhee  ssaammee  ttoolleerraattiioonn  aanndd  ffaavvoouurr,,  aanndd  hhaadd  nnootthhiinngg  ttoo  

ccoommppllaaiinn  ooff  eexxcceepptt  tthhee  ccoorrrruuppttiioonn  aanndd  ddeeggeenneerraaccyy  ooff  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  cclleerrggyy..  SSiimmoonnyy  

hhaadd  bbeeccoommee  tteerrrriibbllyy  rriiffee  aammoonngg  tthheemm;;  tthhee  pprriieesstthhoooodd  wwaass  ssoolldd  ttoo  iiggnnoorraanntt  aanndd  

vviicciioouuss  ppeerrssoonnss,,  wwhhiillee  ppoossttuullaannttss  ffoorr  tthhee  ssaaccrreedd  ooffffiiccee  wwhhoo  wweerree  uunnaabbllee  ttoo  ppaayy  

tthhee  ssuummss  ddeemmaannddeedd  ffoorr  oorrddiinnaattiioonn,,  wweerree  rreeppuullsseedd  wwiitthh  ssccoorrnn,,  iinn  ssppiittee  ooff  tthheeiirr  

bbeeiinngg  wwoorrtthhyy  aanndd  ffiitt  ppeerrssoonnss..  TThhee  ccoonnsseeqquueennccee  wwaass  tthhaatt  tthhee  ssppiirriittuuaall  aanndd  mmoorraall  

ttrraaiinniinngg  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  wwaass  uutttteerrllyy  nneegglleecctteedd  aanndd  tthheerree  wwaass  aa  llaammeennttaabbllee  ddeeccaayy  ooff  

tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  lliiffee..
11
  SSoo  ccoorrrruupptt  hhaadd  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh  bbeeccoommee  tthhaatt  wwhheenn,,  oonn  tthhee  ddeeaatthh  ooff  

JJoohhnn,,  tthhee  sseevveennttyy--ffoouurrtthh  PPaattrriiaarrcchh  ooff  tthhee  JJaaccoobbiitteess,,  iinn  11221166,,  aa  ssuucccceessssoorr  wwaass  ttoo  

bbee  eelleecctteedd,,  tthhee  ccoonntteennddiinngg  ppaarrttiieess  wwhhoo  ppuusshheedd  tthhee  ccllaaiimmss  ooff  rriivvaall  ccaannddiiddaatteess,,  

kkeepptt  uupp  aa  ffiieerrccee  aanndd  iirrrreeccoonncciillaabbllee  ddiissppuuttee  ffoorr  nneeaarrllyy  ttwweennttyy  yyeeaarrss,,  aanndd  aallll  tthhiiss  

ttiimmee  ccaarreedd  lleessss  ffoorr  tthhee  ggrriieevvoouuss  ssccaannddaall  aanndd  tthhee  hhaarrmmffuull  ccoonnsseeqquueenncceess  ooff  tthheeiirr  

sshhaammeelleessss  qquuaarrrreellss  tthhaann  ffoorr  tthhee  mmaaiinntteennaannccee  ooff  tthheeiirr  ddooggggeedd  aanndd  oobbssttiinnaatteellyy  

ffaaccttiioouuss  ssppiirriitt..  OOnn  mmoorree  tthhaann  oonnee  ooccccaassiioonn  tthhee  rreeiiggnniinngg  ssuullttaann  ttrriieedd  ttoo  mmaakkee  

ppeeaaccee  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  ccoonntteennddiinngg  ppaarrttiieess,,  rreeffuusseedd  tthhee  eennoorrmmoouuss  bbrriibbeess  ooff  tthhrreeee,,  ffiivvee,,  

aanndd  eevveenn  tteenn  tthhoouussaanndd  ggoolldd  ppiieecceess  tthhaatt  wweerree  ooffffeerreedd  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  iinndduuccee  hhiimm  ttoo  

sseeccuurree  tthhee  eelleeccttiioonn  ooff  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ccaannddiiddaatteess  bbyy  tthhee  pprreessssuurree  ooff  ooffffiicciiaall  iinnfflluueennccee,,  

aanndd  eevveenn  ooffffeerreedd  ttoo  rreemmiitt  tthhee  ffeeee  tthhaatt  iitt  wwaass  ccuussttoommaarryy  ffoorr  aa  nneewwllyy--eelleecctteedd  

PPaattrriiaarrcchh  ttoo  ppaayy,,  iiff  oonnllyy  tthheeyy  wwoouulldd  ppuutt  aassiiddee  tthheeiirr  ddiissppuutteess  aanndd  ccoommee  ttoo  ssoommee  

aaggrreeeemmeenntt,,——bbuutt  aallll  ttoo  nnoo  ppuurrppoossee..  MMeeaannwwhhiillee  mmaannyy  eeppiissccooppaall  sseeeess  ffeellll  vvaaccaanntt  

aanndd  tthheerree  wwaass  nnoo  oonnee  ttoo  ttaakkee  tthhee  ppllaaccee  ooff  tthhee  bbiisshhooppss  aanndd  pprriieessttss  tthhaatt  ddiieedd  iinn  tthhiiss  

iinntteerrvvaall;;  iinn  tthhee  mmoonnaasstteerryy  ooff  SStt..  MMaaccaarriiuuss  aalloonnee  tthheerree  wweerree  oonnllyy  ffoouurr  pprriieessttss  lleefftt  

aass  ccoommppaarreedd  wwiitthh  oovveerr  eeiigghhttyy  uunnddeerr  tthhee  llaasstt  PPaattrriiaarrcchh..
22
  SSoo  uutttteerrllyy  nneegglleecctteedd  wweerree  

tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ooff  tthhee  wweesstteerrnn  ddiioocceesseess,,  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  aallll  bbeeccaammee  MMuusslliimmss..
33
  TToo  tthhiiss  

bbaalldd  ssttaatteemmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  hhiissttoorriiaann  ooff  tthhee  CCooppttiicc  CChhuurrcchh,,  wwee  uunnffoorrttuunnaatteellyy  hhaavvee  nnoo  

iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ttoo  aadddd,,  ooff  tthhee  ppoossiittiivvee  eeffffoorrttss  mmaaddee  bbyy  tthhee  MMuussaallmmaannss  ttoo  bbrriinngg  tthheessee  

CChhrriissttiiaannss  oovveerr  ttoo  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh..  TThhaatt  ssuucchh  tthheerree  wweerree,,  tthheerree  ccaann  bbee  vveerryy  lliittttllee  ddoouubbtt,,  

eessppeecciiaallllyy  aass  wwee  kknnooww  tthhaatt  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  hheelldd  ppuubblliicc  ddiissppuuttaattiioonnss  aanndd  eennggaaggeedd  

iinn  wwrriitttteenn  ccoonnttrroovveerrssiieess  oonn  tthhee  rreessppeeccttiivvee  mmeerriittss  ooff  tthhee  rriivvaall  ccrreeeeddss..
44
  TThhaatt  tthheessee  

ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss  wweerree  nnoott  dduuee  ttoo  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn,,  wwee  kknnooww  ffrroomm  ddiirreecctt  hhiissttoorriiccaall  

eevviiddeennccee  tthhaatt  dduurriinngg  tthhiiss  vvaaccaannccyy  ooff  tthhee  ppaattrriiaarrcchhaattee,,  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  hhaadd  ffuullll  aanndd  
                                                           

1 Renaudot, p. 388. 

2 Id. pp. 567, 571, 574-5. 

3 Wansleben, p. 30. Wansleben mentions another instance (under different circumstances) of the decay of the 

Coptic Church, in the island of Cyprus, which was formerly under the jurisdiction of the Coptic Patriarch: here 

they were so persecuted by the Orthodox clergy, who enjoyed the protection of the Byzantine emperors, that the 

Patriarch could not induce priests to go there, and consequently all the Copts on the island either accepted Islam 

or the Council of Chalcedon, and their churches were all shut up. (Id. p. 31.) 

4 Renaudot, p. 377. 
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ccoommpplleettee  ffrreeeeddoomm  ooff  ppuubblliicc  wwoorrsshhiipp,,  wweerree  aalllloowweedd  ttoo  rreessttoorree  tthheeiirr  cchhuurrcchheess  aanndd  

eevveenn  ttoo  bbuuiilldd  nneeww  oonneess,,  wweerree  ffrreeeedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  rreessttrriiccttiioonnss  tthhaatt  ffoorrbbaaddee  tthheemm  ttoo  

rriiddee  oonn  hhoorrsseess  oorr  mmuulleess,,  aanndd  wweerree  ttrriieedd  iinn  llaaww--ccoouurrttss  ooff  tthheeiirr  oowwnn,,  wwhhiillee  tthhee  

mmoonnkkss  wweerree  eexxeemmpptteedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  ppaayymmeenntt  ooff  ttrriibbuuttee  aanndd  ggrraanntteedd  cceerrttaaiinn  

pprriivviilleeggeess..
11
  

HHooww  ffaarr  tthhiiss  iinncciiddeenntt  iiss  aa  ttyyppiiccaall  ccaassee  ooff  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ttoo  IIssllaamm  aammoonngg  tthhee  

CCooppttss  iitt  iiss  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  ttoo  ssaayy;;  aa  ppaarraalllleell  ccaassee  ooff  nneegglleecctt  iiss  mmeennttiioonneedd  bbyy  ttwwoo  

CCaappuucchhiinn  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  wwhhoo  ttrraavveelllleedd  uupp  tthhee  NNiillee  ttoo  LLuuxxoorr  iinn  tthhee  sseevveenntteeeenntthh  

cceennttuurryy,,  wwhheerree  tthheeyy  ffoouunndd  tthhaatt  tthhee  CCooppttss  ooff  LLuuxxoorr  hhaadd  nnoo  pprriieesstt,,  aanndd  ssoommee  ooff  

tthheemm  hhaadd  nnoott  ggoonnee  ttoo  ccoonnffeessssiioonn  oorr  ccoommmmuunniioonn  ffoorr  ffiiffttyy  yyeeaarrss..
22
  UUnnddeerr  ssuucchh  

cciirrccuummssttaanncceess  tthhee  ddeeccaayy  ooff  tthheeiirr  nnuummbbeerrss  ccaann  rreeaaddiillyy  bbee  uunnddeerrssttoooodd..  

AA  ssiimmiillaarr  nneegglleecctt  pprroobbaabbllyy  ccoonnttrriibbuutteedd  ttoo  tthhee  ddeeccaayy  ooff  tthhee  NNuubbiiaann  CChhuurrcchh  

wwhhiicchh  rreeccooggnniisseedd  tthhee  pprriimmaaccyy  ooff  tthhee  JJaaccoobbiittee  PPaattrriiaarrcchh  ooff  AAlleexxaannddrriiaa,,  aass  ddoo  tthhee  

AAbbyyssssiinniiaannss  ttoo  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddaayy..  TThhee  NNuubbiiaannss  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  ttoo  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  

aabboouutt  tthhee  mmiiddddllee  ooff  tthhee  ssiixxtthh  cceennttuurryy,,  aanndd  rreettaaiinneedd  tthheeiirr  iinnddeeppeennddeennccee  wwhheenn  

EEggyypptt  wwaass  ccoonnqquueerreedd  bbyy  tthhee  AArraabbss;;  aa  ttrreeaattyy  wwaass  mmaaddee  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  

NNuubbiiaannss  wweerree  ttoo  sseenndd  eevveerryy  yyeeaarr  tthhrreeee  hhuunnddrreedd  aanndd  ssiixxttyy  ssllaavveess,,  wwiitthh  ffoorrttyy  mmoorree  

ffoorr  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnoorr  ooff  EEggyypptt,,  wwhhiillee  tthhee  AArraabbss  wweerree  ttoo  ffuurrnniisshh  tthheemm  wwiitthh  ccoorrnn,,  ooiill  

aanndd  rraaiimmeenntt..
33
  IInn  tthhee  rreeiiggnn  ooff  aall--MMuu''ttaassiimm  ((883333--884422)),,  aammbbaassssaaddoorrss  wweerree  sseenntt  bbyy  

tthhee  ccaalliipphh  rreenneewwiinngg  tthhiiss  ttrreeaattyy,,  aanndd  tthhee  kkiinngg  ooff  NNuubbiiaa  vviissiitteedd  tthhee  ccaappiittaall,,  wwhheerree  

hhee  wwaass  rreecceeiivveedd  wwiitthh  ggrreeaatt  mmaaggnniiffiicceennccee  aanndd  ddiissmmiisssseedd  wwiitthh  ccoossttllyy  pprreesseennttss..
44
  IInn  

tthhee  ttwweellfftthh  cceennttuurryy  tthheeyy  wweerree  ssttiillll  aallll  CChhrriissttiiaann,,
55
  aanndd  rreettaaiinneedd  tthheeiirr  oolldd  

iinnddeeppeennddeennccee  iinn  ssppiittee  ooff  tthhee  ffrreeqquueenntt  eexxppeeddiittiioonnss  sseenntt  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthheemm  ffrroomm  EEggyypptt..
66
  

EEggyypptt..
66
  IInn  11227755  tthhee  nneepphheeww  ooff  tthhee  tthheenn  kkiinngg  ooff  NNuubbiiaa  oobbttaaiinneedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssuullttaann  

ooff  EEggyypptt  aa  bbooddyy  ooff  ttrrooooppss  ttoo  aassssiisstt  hhiimm  iinn  hhiiss  rreevvoolltt  aaggaaiinnsstt  hhiiss  uunnccllee,,  wwhhoomm  hhee  

bbyy  tthheeiirr  hheellpp  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  iinn  ddeeppoossiinngg;;  iinn  rreettuurrnn  ffoorr  tthhiiss  aassssiissttaannccee  hhee  hhaadd  ttoo  cceeddee  

tthhee  ttwwoo  nnoorrtthheerrnnmmoosstt  pprroovviinncceess  ooff  NNuubbiiaa  ttoo  tthhee  ssuullttaann,,  aanndd  aass  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  

eelleecctteedd  ttoo  rreettaaiinn  tthheeiirr  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh,,  aann  aannnnuuaall  ttrriibbuuttee  ooff  oonnee  ddiinnaarr  ffoorr  eeaacchh  

mmaallee  wwaass  iimmppoosseedd  uuppoonn  tthheemm..
77
  BBuutt  tthhiiss  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  oovveerrlloorrddsshhiipp  wwaass  

tteemmppoorraarryy  oonnllyy,,  aanndd  tthhee  NNuubbiiaannss  ooff  tthhee  cceeddeedd  pprroovviinncceess  ssoooonn  rreeaasssseerrtteedd  tthheeiirr  

iinnddeeppeennddeennccee..
88
  

BBuutt  sseettttlleemmeennttss  ooff  AArraabbss  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  eessttaabblliisshheedd  iinn  NNuubbiiaa  ffoorr  sseevveerraall  

cceennttuurriieess  eeaarrlliieerr  aanndd  tthhee  AArraabbss  oonn  tthhee  BBlluuee  NNiillee  hhaadd  ssoo  iinnccrreeaasseedd  iinn  nnuummbbeerr  aanndd  

wweeaalltthh  iinn  tthhee  tteenntthh  cceennttuurryy  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  wweerree  aabbllee  ttoo  aasskk  ppeerrmmiissssiioonn  ttoo  bbuuiilldd  aa  

mmoossqquuee  iinn  SSoobbaa,,
99
  tthhee  ccaappiittaall  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  kkiinnggddoomm..

11
  IInn  tthhee  tthhiirrtteeeenntthh  aanndd  

                                                           

1 Renaudot, p. 575. 

2 Relation du voyage du Sayd ou de la Thebayde fait en 1668, par les PP. Protais et Charles-François d'Orleans, 

Capuchins Missionaires, p. 3. (Thevenot, vol. ii.) 

3 Caetani, vol. iv. p. 520. 

4 Ishok, of Romgla, pp. 272-3. 

5 Idrīsī, p. 32. 

6 Maqrīzī (2), tome i. 2
me

 partie, p. 131. 

7 Maqrīzī, pp. 128-30. 

8 Burckhardt (1), p. 494. 

9 About twelve miles above the modern Khartum. 
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eessppeecciiaallllyy  ffrroomm  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  ffoouurrtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  tthheerree  bbeeggaann  aa  ggeenneerraall  

pprroocceessss  ooff  iinntteerrppeenneettrraattiioonn  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  mmiiggrraattiioonn  iinnttoo  NNuubbiiaa  ooff  AArraabbss,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  

ooff  tthhee  JJuuhhaayynnaahh  ttrriibbee,,  wwhhoo  iinntteerrmmaarrrriieedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  wwoommeenn  ooff  tthhee  llaanndd  aanndd  

ggrraadduuaallllyy  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  iinn  bbrreeaakkiinngg  uupp  tthhee  ppoowweerr  ooff  tthhee  NNuubbiiaann  pprriinncceess..
22
  IInn  tthhee  

llaatttteerr  hhaallff  ooff  tthhee  ffoouurrtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  IIbbnn  BBaaṭṭ ūūṭṭ aahh
33
  tteellllss  uuss  tthhaatt  tthhee  NNuubbiiaannss  wweerree  

ssttiillll  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  tthhoouugghh  tthhee  kkiinngg  ooff  tthheeiirr  cchhiieeff  cciittyy,,  DDoonnggoollaa,,
44
  hhaadd  eemmbbrraacceedd  

IIssllaamm  iinn  tthhee  rreeiiggnn  ooff  NNāāṣṣ iirr  ((pprroobbaabbllyy  NNāāṣṣ iirr  bb..  QQuullāāūūnn,,  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  MMaammlluukk  

ssuullttaannss  ooff  EEggyypptt,,  wwhhoo  ddiieedd  AA..DD..  11334400));;  tthhee  rreeppeeaatteedd  eexxppeeddiittiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  

ssoo  llaattee  aass  tthhee  ffiifftteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  hhaadd  nnoott  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  iinn  ppuusshhiinngg  tthheeiirr  ccoonnqquueessttss  

ssoouutthh  ooff  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ccaattaarraacctt,,  nneeaarr  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  tthheeiirr  llaasstt  ffoorrttiiffiieedd  ppllaaccee,,
55
  wwhhiillee  

CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  eexxtteennddeedd  aass  ffaarr  uupp  tthhee  NNiillee  aass  SSeennnnaaaarr..  

TThhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  NNuubbiiaann  kkiinnggddoomm  aappppeeaarrss  ttoo  hhaavvee  ccoommee  ttoo  aann  eenndd  ppaarrttllyy  

tthhrroouugghh  iinntteerrnnaall  ddiisssseennssiioonnss  aanndd  ppaarrttllyy  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  aattttaacckkss  ooff  AArraabb  aanndd  NNeeggrroo  

ttrriibbeess  oonn  iittss  bboorrddeerrss,,  aanndd  ffiinnaallllyy  bbyy  tthhee  eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  ppoowweerrffuull  FFūūnnjj  

eemmppiirree  iinn  tthhee  ffiifftteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy..
66
  

BBuutt  iitt  iiss  pprroobbaabbllee  tthhaatt  tthhee  pprrooggrreessss  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  wwaass  aallll  tthhiiss  

ttiimmee  bbeeiinngg  pprroommootteedd  bbyy  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  mmeerrcchhaannttss  aanndd  ootthheerrss  tthhaatt  ffrreeqquueenntteedd  

iitt..  MMaaqqrrīīzzīī  ((wwrriittiinngg  iinn  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  ffiifftteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy))  qquuootteess  oonnee  ooff  tthhoossee  

mmiissssiioonnaarryy  aanneeccddootteess  wwhhiicchh  ooccccuurr  ssoo  rraarreellyy  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrkkss  ooff  AArraabbiicc  aauutthhoorrss;;  iitt  iiss  

ttoolldd  bbyy  IIbbnn  SSaallīīmm  aall--AAsswwāānnii,,  aanndd  iiss  ooff  iinntteerreesstt  aass  ggiivviinngg  uuss  aa  lliivviinngg  ppiiccttuurree  ooff  tthhee  

MMuusslliimm  pprrooppaaggaannddiisstt  aatt  wwoorrkk..  TThhoouugghh  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrtt  rreeffeerrrreedd  ttoo  iiss  nneeiitthheerr  aa  

CChhrriissttiiaann  nnoorr  aa  NNuubbiiaann,,  ssttiillll  tthhee  ssttoorryy  sshhoowwss  tthhaatt  tthheerree  wwaass  ssuucchh  aa  tthhiinngg  aass  

ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ttoo  IIssllaamm  iinn  NNuubbiiaa  iinn  tthhee  ffiifftteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy..  IIbbnn  SSaallīīmm  ssaayyss  tthhaatt  hhee  

oonnccee  mmeett  aa  mmaann  aatt  tthhee  ccoouurrtt  ooff  tthhee  NNuubbiiaann  cchhiieeff  ooff  MMuuqquurrrraahh,,  wwhhoo  ttoolldd  hhiimm  tthhaatt  

hhee  ccaammee  ffrroomm  aa  cciittyy  tthhaatt  llaayy  tthhrreeee  mmoonntthhss''  jjoouurrnneeyy  ffrroomm  tthhee  NNiillee..  WWhheenn  aasskkeedd  

aabboouutt  hhiiss  rreelliiggiioonn,,  hhee  rreepplliieedd,,  ""MMyy  CCrreeaattoorr  aanndd  tthhyy  CCrreeaattoorr  iiss  GGoodd;;  tthhee  CCrreeaattoorr  

ooff  tthhee  uunniivveerrssee  aanndd  ooff  aallll  mmeenn  iiss  OOnnee,,  aanndd  hhiiss  ddwweelllliinngg--ppllaaccee  iiss  iinn  HHeeaavveenn..""  

WWhheenn  tthheerree  wwaass  aa  ddeeaarrtthh  ooff  rraaiinn,,  oorr  wwhheenn  ppeessttiilleennccee  aattttaacckkeedd  tthheemm  oorr  tthheeiirr  

ccaattttllee,,  hhiiss  ffeellllooww--ccoouunnttrryymmeenn  wwoouulldd  cclliimmbb  uupp  aa  hhiigghh  mmoouunnttaaiinn  aanndd  tthheerree  pprraayy  ttoo  

GGoodd,,  wwhhoo  aacccceepptteedd  tthheeiirr  pprraayyeerrss  aanndd  ssuupppplliieedd  tthheeiirr  nneeeeddss  bbeeffoorree  eevveenn  tthheeyy  ccaammee  

ddoowwnn  aaggaaiinn..  WWhheenn  hhee  aacckknnoowwlleeddggeedd  tthhaatt  GGoodd  hhaadd  nneevveerr  sseenntt  tthheemm  aa  pprroopphheett,,  

IIbbnn  SSaallīīmm  rreeccoouunntteedd  ttoo  hhiimm  tthhee  ssttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  pprroopphheettss  MMoosseess  aanndd  JJeessuuss  aanndd  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  aanndd  hhooww  bbyy  tthhee  hheellpp  ooff  GGoodd  tthheeyy  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  eennaabblleedd  ttoo  ppeerrffoorrmm  

mmaannyy  mmiirraacclleess..  AAnndd  hhee  aannsswweerreedd,,  ""TThhee  ttrruutthh  mmuusstt  iinnddeeeedd  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  wwiitthh  tthheemm,,  

                                                                                                                                                                                     

1 Artin, pp. 62, 144. 

2 Becker, Geschichte des östlichen Sūdān, p. 160. 

3 Vol. iv. p. 396. 

4 Slatin Pasha records a tradition current among the Danagla Arabs that this town was founded by their ancestor, 

Dangal, who called it after his own name. (This however is impossible, inasmuch as Dongola was in existence in 

ancient Egyptian times, and is mentioned on the monuments. See Vivien de Saint-Martin, vol. ii. p. 85.) 

According to their tradition, this Dangal, though a slave, rose to be ruler of Nubia, but paid tribute to Bahnesa, 

the Coptic bishop of the entire district lying between the present Sarras and Debba. (Fire and Sword in the 

Sudan, p. 13.) (London, 1896.) 

5 Ibn Salīm al-Aswānī, quoted by Maqrīzī: Kitāb al-Khiṭ aṭ . vol. i. p. 190. (Cairo, A.H. 1270.) 

6 Budge, vol. ii. p. 199.   Artin, p. 144. 
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wwhheenn  tthheeyy  ddiidd  tthheessee  tthhiinnggss;;  aanndd  iiff  tthheeyy  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd  tthheessee  ddeeeeddss,,  II  bbeelliieevvee  iinn  

tthheemm..""
11
  

VVeerryy  sslloowwllyy  aanndd  ggrraadduuaallllyy  tthhee  NNuubbiiaannss  sseeeemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  ddrriifftteedd  ffrroomm  

CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  iinnttoo  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaanniissmm..
22
  TThhee  ssppiirriittuuaall  lliiffee  ooff  tthheeiirr  CChhuurrcchh  hhaadd  ssuunnkk  

ttoo  tthhee  lloowweesstt  eebbbb,,  aanndd  aass  nnoo  mmoovveemmeenntt  ooff  rreeffoorrmm  sspprraanngg  uupp  iinn  tthheeiirr  mmiiddsstt,,  aanndd  aass  

tthheeyy  hhaadd  lloosstt  ttoouucchh  wwiitthh  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  CChhuurrcchheess  bbeeyyoonndd  tthheeiirr  bboorrddeerrss,,  iitt  wwaass  

oonnllyy  nnaattuurraall  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  sshhoouulldd  sseeeekk  ffoorr  aann  eexxpprreessssiioonn  ooff  tthheeiirr  ssppiirriittuuaall  aassppiirraattiioonnss  

iinn  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  wwhhoossee  ffoolllloowweerrss  hhaadd  ssoo  lloonngg  bboorrnnee  wwiittnneessss  ttoo  iittss  lliivviinngg  

ppoowweerr  aammoonngg  tthheemm,,  aanndd  hhaadd  aallrreeaaddyy  wwoonn  oovveerr  ssoommee  ooff  tthheeiirr  ccoouunnttrryymmeenn  ttoo  tthhee  

aacccceeppttaannccee  ooff  iitt..  AA  PPoorrttuugguueessee  pprriieesstt,,  wwhhoo  ttrraavveelllleedd  iinn  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa  ffrroomm  11552200--

11552277,,  hhaass  pprreesseerrvveedd  ffoorr  uuss  aa  ppiiccttuurree  ooff  tthhee  NNuubbiiaannss  iinn  tthhiiss  ssttaattee  ooff  ttrraannssiittiioonn;;  hhee  

ssaayyss  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  wweerree  nneeiitthheerr  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  JJeewwss  nnoorr  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss,,  bbuutt  hhaadd  ccoommee  ttoo  

bbee  wwiitthhoouutt  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  wwiitthhoouutt  llaawwss;;  bbuutt  ssttiillll  ''''  tthheeyy  lliivveedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  ddeessiirree  ooff  bbeeiinngg  

CChhrriissttiiaannss..""  TThhrroouugghh  tthhee  ffaauulltt  ooff  tthheeiirr  cclleerrggyy  tthheeyy  hhaadd  ssuunnkk  iinnttoo  tthhee  ggrroosssseesstt  

iiggnnoorraannccee,,  aanndd  nnooww  tthheerree  wweerree  nnoo  bbiisshhooppss  oorr  pprriieessttss  lleefftt  aammoonngg  tthheemm;;  

aaccccoorrddiinnggllyy  tthheeyy  sseenntt  aann  eemmbbaassssyy  ooff  ssiixx  mmeenn  ttoo  tthhee  kkiinngg  ooff  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa,,  pprraayyiinngg  

hhiimm  ttoo  sseenndd  pprriieessttss  aanndd  mmoonnkkss  ttoo  iinnssttrruucctt  tthheemm,,  bbuutt  tthhiiss  tthhee  kkiinngg  rreeffuusseedd  ttoo  ddoo  

wwiitthhoouutt  tthhee  ppeerrmmiissssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  PPaattrriiaarrcchh  ooff  AAlleexxaannddrriiaa,,  aanndd  aass  tthhiiss  ccoouulldd  nnoott  bbee  

oobbttaaiinneedd,,  tthhee  uunnffoorrttuunnaattee  aammbbaassssaaddoorrss  rreettuurrnneedd  uunnssuucccceessssffuull  ttoo  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  

ccoouunnttrryy..
33
  TThhee  ssaammee  wwrriitteerr  wwaass  iinnffoorrmmeedd  bbyy  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann  wwhhoo  hhaadd  ttrraavveelllleedd  iinn  

NNuubbiiaa,,  tthhaatt  hhee  hhaadd  ffoouunndd  115500  cchhuurrcchheess  tthheerree,,  iinn  eeaacchh  ooff  wwhhiicchh  wweerree  ssttiillll  ttoo  bbee  

sseeeenn  tthhee  ffiigguurreess  ooff  tthhee  ccrruucciiffiieedd  CChhrriisstt,,  ooff  tthhee  VViirrggiinn  MMaarryy,,  aanndd  ootthheerr  ssaaiinnttss  

ppaaiinntteedd  oonn  tthhee  wwaallllss..  IInn  aallll  tthhee  ffoorrttrreesssseess,,  aallssoo,,  tthhaatt  wweerree  ssccaatttteerreedd  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  

ccoouunnttrryy,,  tthheerree  wweerree  cchhuurrcchheess..
44
  BBeeffoorree  tthhee  cclloossee  ooff  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  cceennttuurryy,,  

CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  hhaadd  eennttiirreellyy  ddiissaappppeeaarreedd  ffrroomm  NNuubbiiaa  ""ffoorr  wwaanntt  ooff  ppaassttoorrss,,""  bbuutt  tthhee  

cclloosseedd  cchhuurrcchheess  wweerree  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  ssttiillll  ssttaannddiinngg  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ccoouunnttrryy..
55
  

TThhee  NNuubbiiaannss  hhaadd  yyiieellddeedd  ttoo  tthhee  ppoowweerrffuull  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  iinnfflluueenncceess  tthhaatt  

ssuurrrroouunnddeedd  tthheemm,,  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  eeffffoorrttss  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  wwhhoo  hhaadd  

ttrraavveelllleedd  iinn  NNuubbiiaa  ffoorr  cceennttuurriieess  ppaasstt  nnoo  ddoouubbtt  ccoonnttrriibbuutteedd  aa  ggrreeaatt  ddeeaall;;  oonn  tthhee  

nnoorrtthh  wweerree  EEggyypptt  aanndd  tthhee  AArraabb  ttrriibbeess  tthhaatt  hhaadd  mmaaddee  tthheeiirr  wwaayy  uupp  tthhee  NNiillee  aanndd  

eexxtteennddeedd  tthheeiirr  aauutthhoorriittyy  aalloonngg  tthhee  bbaannkkss  ooff  tthhaatt  rriivveerr;;
66
  oonn  tthhee  ssoouutthh,,  tthhee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ssttaattee  ooff  tthhee  BBeellllooooss,,  sseeppaarraattiinngg  tthheemm  ffrroomm  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa..  TThheessee  

BBeellllooooss,,  iinn  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  ssiixxtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  wweerree,,  iinn  ssppiittee  ooff  tthheeiirr  MMuusslliimm  

ffaaiitthh,,  ttrriibbuuttaarriieess  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  kkiinngg  ooff  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa;;
77
  aanndd——iiff  tthheeyy  mmaayy  bbee  

                                                           

1 Maqrīzī: Kitāb al-Khiṭ aṭ , vol. i. p. 193. 

2 Morié, vol. i. pp. 417-18. 

3 Lord Stanley of Alderley in his translation of Alvarez' Narrative from the original Portuguese, gives the 

answer of the king as follows: " He said to them that he had his Abima from the country of the Moors, that is to 

say from the Patriarch of Alexandria; .... how then could he give priests and friars since another gave them " (p. 

352). (London, 1881.) 

4 Viaggio nella Ethiopia al Prete Ianni fatto par Don Francesco Alvarez Portughese (1520-1527).    (Ramusio, 

tom. i. pp. 200, 250.) 

5 Wansleben, p.  30.    For descriptions of the ruins that still remain, see Budge, vol. ii. p. 299 sqq., and G. S. 

Nileham, Churches in  Lower Nubia.    (Philadelphia, 1910.) 

6 Burckhardt (1). p. 133. 

7 Alvarez, p. 250. 
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iiddeennttiiffiieedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  BBaalliiyyyyūūnn,,  wwhhoo,,  ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  nneeiigghhbboouurrss,,  tthhee  BBaajjaahh  ((tthhee  

iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  tthhee  ssoo--ccaalllleedd  iissllaanndd  ooff  MMeerrooee)),,  aarree  ssppookkeenn  ooff  bbyy  IIddrrīīssīī,,  iinn  tthhee  

ttwweellfftthh  cceennttuurryy,,  aass  bbeeiinngg  JJaaccoobbiittee  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,
11
——iitt  iiss  pprroobbaabbllee  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  hhaadd  oonnllyy  

aa  ffeeww  yyeeaarrss  bbeeffoorree  bbeeeenn  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  ttoo  IIssllaamm,,  aatt  tthhee  ssaammee  ttiimmee  aass  tthhee  BBaajjaahh,,  wwhhoo  

hhaadd  bbeeeenn  iinnccoorrppoorraatteedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  eemmppiirree  ooff  tthhee  FFūūnnjj,,  wwhheenn  tthheessee  

llaatttteerr  eexxtteennddeedd  tthheeiirr  ccoonnqquueessttss  iinn  11449999--11553300  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssoouutthh  uupp  ttoo  tthhee  bboorrddeerrss  ooff  

NNuubbiiaa  aanndd  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa  aanndd  ffoouunnddeedd  tthhee  ppoowweerrffuull  ssttaattee  ooff  SSeennnnaaaarr..  WWhheenn  tthhee  aarrmmyy  

ooff  AAhhmmaadd  GGrrāānn  iinnvvaaddeedd  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa  aanndd  mmaaddee  iittss  wwaayy  rriigghhtt  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  

ffrroomm  ssoouutthh  ttoo  nnoorrtthh,,  iitt  eeffffeecctteedd  aa  jjuunnccttiioonn  aabboouutt  11553344  wwiitthh  tthhee  aarrmmyy  ooff  tthhee  ssuullttaann  

ooff  MMaasseeggggiiaa  oorr  MMaazzaaggaa,,  aa  pprroovviinnccee  uunnddeerr  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  rruullee  bbuutt  ttrriibbuuttaarryy  ttoo  

AAbbyyssssiinniiaa,,  llyyiinngg  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhaatt  ccoouunnttrryy  aanndd  SSeennnnaaaarr;;  iinn  tthhee  aarrmmyy  ooff  tthhiiss  ssuullttaann  

tthheerree  wweerree  1155,,000000  NNuubbiiaann  ssoollddiieerrss  wwhhoo,,  ffrroomm  tthhee  aaccccoouunntt  ggiivveenn  ooff  tthheemm,,  aappppeeaarr  

ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  MMuussaallmmaannss..
22
  FFrraaggmmeennttaarryy  aanndd  iinnssuuffffiicciieenntt  aass  tthheessee  ddaattaa  ooff  tthhee  

ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  NNuubbiiaannss  aarree,,  wwee  mmaayy  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  ccoonncclluuddee  ffrroomm  aallll  wwee  kknnooww  ooff  

tthhee  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  cchhaarraacctteerr  ooff  tthhiiss  ppeeooppllee  aanndd  tthhee  tteennaacciittyy  wwiitthh  wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  cclluunngg  

ttoo  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh,,  ssoo  lloonngg  aass  iitt  wwaass  aa  lliivviinngg  ffoorrccee  aammoonngg  tthheemm;;  tthhaatt  tthheeiirr  

cchhaannggee  ooff  rreelliiggiioonn  wwaass  aa  ggrraadduuaall  oonnee,,  eexxtteennddiinngg  tthhrroouugghh  sseevveerraall  cceennttuurriieess..  

LLeett  uuss  nnooww  ppaassss  ttoo  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  IIssllaamm  aammoonngg  tthhee  AAbbyyssssiinniiaannss,,  wwhhoo  hhaadd  

rreecceeiivveedd  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  ttwwoo  cceennttuurriieess  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  NNuubbiiaannss,,  aanndd  lliikkee  tthheemm  bbeelloonnggeedd  

ttoo  tthhee  JJaaccoobbiittee  CChhuurrcchh..  

TThhee  ttiiddee  ooff  AArraabb  eemmiiggrraattiioonn  ddooeess  nnoott  sseeeemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  sseett  aaccrroossss  tthhee  RReedd  SSeeaa,,  

tthhee  wweesstteerrnn  sshhoorreess  ooff  wwhhiicchh  ffoorrmmeedd  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  AAbbyyssssiinniiaann  kkiinnggddoomm,,  uunnttiill  mmaannyy  

cceennttuurriieess  aafftteerr  AArraabbiiaa  hhaadd  aacccceepptteedd  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  tthhee  pprroopphheett..  UUpp  ttoo  tthhee  tteenntthh  

cceennttuurryy  oonnllyy  aa  ffeeww  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ffaammiilliieess  wweerree  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  rreessiiddiinngg  iinn  tthhee  ccooaasstt  

ttoowwnnss  ooff  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa,,  bbuutt  aatt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  ttwweellfftthh  cceennttuurryy  tthhee  ffoouunnddaattiioonn  ooff  aann  

AArraabb  ddyynnaassttyy  aalliieennaatteedd  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  ccooaasstt--llaannddss  ffrroomm  tthhee  AAbbyyssssiinniiaann  kkiinnggddoomm..  

IInn  11330000  aa  mmiissssiioonnaarryy,,  nnaammeedd  AAbbūū  ''AAbbdd  AAllllāāhh  MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  mmaaddee  hhiiss  wwaayy  iinnttoo  

AAbbyyssssiinniiaa,,  ccaalllliinngg  oonn  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  eemmbbrraaccee  IIssllaamm,,  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  yyeeaarr,,  

hhaavviinngg  ccoolllleecctteedd  aarroouunndd  hhiimm  220000,,000000  mmeenn,,  hhee  aattttaacckkeedd  tthhee  rruulleerr  ooff  AAmmhhaarraa  iinn  

sseevveerraall  eennggaaggeemmeennttss..
33
  KKiinngg  SSaaiiffaa  AArr''āādd  ((11334422--11337700))  ttooookk  eenneerrggeettiicc  mmeeaassuurreess  

aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  iinn  hhiiss  kkiinnggddoomm,,  ppuuttttiinngg  ttoo  ddeeaatthh  oorr  ddrriivviinngg  iinnttoo  eexxiillee  

aallll  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  rreeffuusseedd  ttoo  eemmbbrraaccee  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy..
44
  AAtt  tthhee  cclloossee  ooff  tthhee  ssaammee  cceennttuurryy  

tthhee  ddiissttuurrbbeedd  ssttaattee  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  oowwiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  cciivviill  wwaarrss  tthhaatt  ddiissttrraacctteedd  iitt,,  mmaaddee  

iitt  ppoossssiibbllee  ffoorr  tthhee  vvaarriioouuss  AArraabb  sseettttlleemmeennttss  aalloonngg  tthhee  ccooaasstt  ttoo  mmaakkee  tthheemmsseellvveess  

mmaasstteerrss  ooff  tthhee  eennttiirree  sseeaabbooaarrdd  aanndd  ddrriivvee  tthhee  AAbbyyssssiinniiaannss  iinnttoo  tthhee  iinntteerriioorr,,  aanndd  

tthhee  kkiinngg,,  BBaa''eeddaa  MMāārryyāāmm  ((11446688--11447788)),,  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  ssppeenntt  tthhee  ggrreeaatteerr  ppaarrtt  ooff  

hhiiss  rreeiiggnn  iinn  ffiigghhttiinngg  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  oonn  tthhee  eeaasstteerrnn  bboorrddeerr  ooff  hhiiss  

kkiinnggddoomm..
55
  IInn  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  ssiixxtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  wwhhiillee  tthhee  ppoowweerrffuull  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  AAddaall,,  bbeettwweeeenn  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa  aanndd  tthhee  ssoouutthheerrnn  eexxttrreemmiittyy  

                                                           

1 Idrīsī, p. 32. 

2 Arabfaqīh, p. 323. 

3 Maqrīzī (2), tome ii. 2
me

 partie, p. 183. 

4 Basset, p. 240. 

5 Id., p. 247. 
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ooff  tthhee  RReedd  SSeeaa,,  aanndd  ssoommee  ootthheerrss  wweerree  bbiitttteerrllyy  hhoossttiillee  ttoo  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppoowweerr,,  

tthheerree  wweerree  ootthheerrss  aaggaaiinn  tthhaatt  ffoorrmmeedd  ppeeaacceeffuull  ttrriibbuuttaarriieess  ooff  ""  PPrreesstteerr  JJoohhnn  "";;  ee..gg..  

iinn  MMaassssoowwaahh  tthheerree  wweerree  AArraabbss  wwhhoo  kkeepptt  tthhee  fflloocckkss  ooff  tthhee  AAbbyyssssiinniiaann  sseeiiggnniioorrss,,  

wwaannddeerriinngg  aabboouutt  iinn  bbaannddss  ooff  tthhiirrttyy  oorr  ffoorrttyy  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  wwiivveess  aanndd  cchhiillddrreenn,,  eeaacchh  

bbaanndd  hhaavviinngg  iittss  CChhrriissttiiaann  ""ccaappttaaiinn..""
11
  SSoommee  MMuussaallmmaannss  aarree  aallssoo  mmeennttiioonneedd  aass  

bbeeiinngg  iinn  tthhee  sseerrvviiccee  ooff  tthhee  kkiinngg  aanndd  bbeeiinngg  eennttrruusstteedd  bbyy  hhiimm  wwiitthh  iimmppoorrttaanntt  

ppoossttss;;
22
  wwhhiillee  ssoommee  ooff  tthheessee  rreemmaaiinneedd  ffaaiitthhffuull  ttoo  IIssllaamm,,  ootthheerrss  eemmbbrraacceedd  tthhee  

pprreevvaaiilliinngg  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy..  WWhhaatt  wwaass  iimmpplliieedd  iinn  tthhee  ffaacctt  ooff  tthheessee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  bbeeiinngg  ttrriibbuuttaarriieess  ooff  tthhee  kkiinngg  ooff  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa,,  iitt  iiss  

ddiiffffiiccuulltt  ttoo  ddeetteerrmmiinnee..  TThhee  MMuussaallmmaannss  ooff  ḤḤ aaddyyaa  hhaadd  aalloonngg  wwiitthh  ootthheerr  ttrriibbuuttee  ttoo  

ggiivvee  uupp  eevveerryy  yyeeaarr  ttoo  tthhee  kkiinngg  aa  mmaaiiddeenn  wwhhoo  hhaadd  ttoo  bbeeccoommee  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann;;  tthhiiss  

ccuussttoomm  wwaass  iinn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  aann  aanncciieenntt  ttrreeaattyy,,  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  kkiinngg  ooff  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa  

hhaass  aallwwaayyss  mmaaddee  tthheemm  oobbsseerrvvee,,  ""  bbeeccaauussee  hhee  wwaass  tthhee  ssttrroonnggeerr  ""  ;;  bbeessiiddeess  tthhiiss,,  

tthheeyy  wweerree  ffoorrbbiiddddeenn  ttoo  ccaarrrryy  aarrmmss  oorr  ppuutt  oonn  wwaarr--aappppaarreell,,  aanndd,,  iiff  tthheeyy  rrooddee,,  tthheeiirr  

hhoorrsseess  wweerree  nnoott  ttoo  bbee  ssaaddddlleedd;;  ""  tthheessee  oorrddeerrss,,""  tthheeyy  ssaaiidd,,  ""wwee  hhaavvee  aallwwaayyss  

oobbeeyyeedd,,  ssoo  tthhaatt  tthhee  kkiinngg  mmaayy  nnoott  ppuutt  uuss  ttoo  ddeeaatthh  aanndd  ddeessttrrooyy  oouurr  mmoossqquueess..  WWhheenn  

tthhee  kkiinngg  sseennddss  hhiiss  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  ffeettcchh  tthhee  mmaaiiddeenn  aanndd  tthhee  ttrriibbuuttee,,  wwee  ppuutt  hheerr  oonn  aa  

bbeedd,,  wwaasshh  hheerr  aanndd  ccoovveerr  hheerr  wwiitthh  aa  ccllootthh,,  aanndd  rreecciittee  tthhee  pprraayyeerrss  ffoorr  tthhee  ddeeaadd  oovveerr  

hheerr  aanndd  ggiivvee  hheerr  uupp  ttoo  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  tthhee  kkiinngg;;  aanndd  tthhuuss  ddiidd  oouurr  ffaatthheerrss  aanndd  oouurr  

ggrraannddffaatthheerrss  bbeeffoorree  uuss..""
33
    

TThheessee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ttrriibbuuttaarriieess  wweerree  cchhiieeffllyy  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  iinn  tthhee  llooww--llyyiinngg  

ccoouunnttrriieess  tthhaatt  ffoorrmmeedd  tthhee  nnoorrtthheerrnn  bboouunnddaarryy  ooff  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa,,  ffrroomm  tthhee  RReedd  SSeeaa  

wweessttwwaarrdd  ttoo  SSeennnnaaaarr,,
44
  aanndd  oonn  tthhee  ssoouutthh  aanndd  tthhee  ssoouutthh--eeaasstt  ooff  tthhee  kkiinnggddoomm..

55
  

WWhhaatt  iinnfflluueennccee  tthheessee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  hhaadd  oonn  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppooppuullaattiioonnss  wwiitthh  

wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  wweerree  iinntteerrmmiinngglleedd,,  aanndd  wwhheetthheerr  tthheeyy  mmaaddee  ccoonnvveerrttss  ttoo  IIssllaamm  aass  iinn  

tthhee  pprreesseenntt  cceennttuurryy,,  iiss  mmaatttteerr  oonnllyy  ooff  ccoonnjjeeccttuurree..  CCeerrttaaiinn  iitt  iiss,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  tthhaatt  

wwhheenn  tthhee  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  rruulleerr  ooff  AAddaall,,  AAḥḥ mmaadd  GGrrāānn——hhiimmsseellff  ssaaiidd  

ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  tthhee  ssoonn  ooff  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann  pprriieesstt  ooff  AAiijjjjoo,,  wwhhoo  hhaadd  lleefftt  hhiiss  oowwnn  ccoouunnttrryy  

aanndd  aaddoopptteedd  IIssllaamm  iinn  tthhaatt  ooff  tthhee  AAddaallss
66
——iinnvvaaddeedd  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa  ffrroomm  11552288  ttoo  11554433,,  

mmaannyy  AAbbyyssssiinniiaann  cchhiieeffss  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  ffoolllloowweerrss  jjooiinneedd  hhiiss  vviiccttoorriioouuss  aarrmmyy  aanndd  

bbeeccaammee  MMuussaallmmaannss,,  aanndd  tthhoouugghh  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppooppuullaattiioonnss  ooff  ssoommee  ddiissttrriiccttss  

pprreeffeerrrreedd  ttoo  ppaayy  jjiizzyyaahh,,
77
  ootthheerrss  eemmbbrraacceedd  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ccoonnqquueerroorr..

88
  BBuutt  tthhee  

tthhee  ccoonntteemmppoorraarryy  MMuusslliimm  hhiissttoorriiaann  hhiimmsseellff  tteellllss  uuss  tthhaatt  iinn  ssoommee  ccaasseess  tthhiiss  

ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  wwaass  tthhee  rreessuulltt  ooff  ffeeaarr,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  ssuussppiicciioonnss  wweerree  eenntteerrttaaiinneedd  ooff  tthhee  

ggeennuuiinneenneessss  ooff  tthhee  aalllleeggiiaannccee  ooff  tthhee  nneeww  ccoonnvveerrttss..
99
  BBuutt  ssuucchh  aappppaarreennttllyy  wwaass  nnoott  

uunniivveerrssaallllyy  tthhee  ccaassee,,  aanndd  tthhee  wwiiddeesspprreeaadd  cchhaarraacctteerr  ooff  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss  iinn  sseevveerraall  

                                                           

1 Alvarez. (Ramusio, tom. i. pp. 218, 242, 249.) 

2 ‘Arabfaqīh, pp. 83, 191. 

3 ‘Arabfaqīh, p. 275-6. 

4 Id. pp. 319, 324. 

5 Id. pp. 28, 129, 275. 

6 Plowden, p. 36. 

7 ‘Arabfaqīh, pp. 321, 335, 343. 

8 Id. passim. 

9 Id. pp. 175, 195, 248. 
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ddiissttrriiccttss  ggiivvee  tthhee  iimmpprreessssiioonn  ooff  aa  ppooppuullaarr  mmoovveemmeenntt..  TThhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  cchhiieeffss  wwhhoo  

wweenntt  oovveerr  ttoo  IIssllaamm  mmaaddee  uussee  ooff  tthheeiirr  ppeerrssoonnaall  iinnfflluueennccee  iinn  iinndduucciinngg  tthheeiirr  ttrrooooppss  

ttoo  ffoollllooww  tthheeiirr  eexxaammppllee..  TThheeyy  wweerree,,  aass  wwee  aarree  ttoolldd,,  iinn  ssoommee  ccaasseess  vveerryy  iiggnnoorraanntt  

ooff  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  rreelliiggiioonn,,
11
  aanndd  tthhuuss  tthhee  cchhaannggee  ooff  ffaaiitthh  wwaass  aa  lleessss  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  mmaatttteerr..  

PPaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  iinnssttrruummeennttaall  iinn  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss  ooff  tthhiiss  kkiinndd  wweerree  tthhoossee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  

cchhiieeffss  wwhhoo  hhaadd  pprreevviioouussllyy  eenntteerreedd  tthhee  sseerrvviiccee  ooff  tthhee  kkiinngg  ooff  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa,,  aanndd  

tthhoossee  rreenneeggaaddeess  wwhhoo  ttooookk  tthhee  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ooff  tthhee  iinnvvaassiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  bbyy  aa  

ccoonnqquueerriinngg  MMuussaallmmaann  aarrmmyy  ttoo  tthhrrooww  ooffff  tthheeiirr  aalllleeggiiaannccee  aatt  oonnccee  ttoo  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  

aanndd  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  kkiinngg  aanndd  ddeeccllaarree  tthheemmsseellvveess  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  oonnccee  mmoorree..
22
  

OOnnee  ooff  tthheessee  iinn  11553311  wwrroottee  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  lleetttteerr  ttoo  AAhhmmaadd  GGrrāānn  ::——""  II  wwaass  

ffoorrmmeerrllyy  aa  MMuusslliimm  aanndd  tthhee  ssoonn  ooff  aa  MMuusslliimm,,  wwaass  ttaakkeenn  pprriissoonneerr  bbyy  tthhee  

ppoollyytthheeiissttss  aanndd  mmaaddee  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann  bbyy  ffoorrccee;;  bbuutt  iinn  mmyy  hheeaarrtt  II  hhaavvee  aallwwaayyss  cclluunngg  

ttoo  tthhee  ttrruuee  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  nnooww  II  sseeeekk  tthhee  pprrootteeccttiioonn  ooff  GGoodd  aanndd  ooff  HHiiss  PPrroopphheett  aanndd  ooff  

tthheeee..  IIff  tthhoouu  wwiilltt  aacccceepptt  mmyy  rreeppeennttaannccee  aanndd  ppuunniisshh  mmee  nnoott  ffoorr  wwhhaatt  II  hhaavvee  ddoonnee,,  

II  wwiillll  rreettuurrnn  iinn  ppeenniitteennccee  ttoo  GGoodd;;  aanndd  II  wwiillll  ddeevviissee  mmeeaannss  wwhheerreebbyy  tthhee  ttrrooooppss  ooff  

tthhee  kkiinngg,,  tthhaatt  aarree  wwiitthh  mmee,,  mmaayy  jjooiinn  tthheeee  aanndd  bbeeccoommee  MMuusslliimmss;;  ""——  aanndd  iinn  ffaacctt  

tthhee  ggrreeaatteerr  ppaarrtt  ooff  hhiiss  aarrmmyy  eelleecctteedd  ttoo  ffoollllooww  tthheeiirr  ggeenneerraall;;  iinncclluuddiinngg  tthhee  wwoommeenn  

aanndd  cchhiillddrreenn  tthheeiirr  nnuummbbeerrss  aarree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  aammoouunntteedd  ttoo  2200,,000000  ssoouullss..
33
  

BBuutt  wwiitthh  tthhee  hheellpp  ooff  tthhee  PPoorrttuugguueessee,,  tthhee  AAbbyyssssiinniiaannss  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  iinn  sshhaakkiinngg  

ooffff  tthhee  yyookkee  ooff  tthheeiirr  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ccoonnqquueerroorrss  aanndd  AAḥḥ mmaadd  GGrrāā??  hhiimmsseellff  wwaass  

ssllaaiinn  iinn  11554433..  IIssllaamm  hhaadd,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  ggaaiinneedd  aa  ffoooottiinngg  iinn  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  

ttrroouubblloouuss  ccoonnddiittiioonn  ooff  aaffffaaiirrss  dduurriinngg  tthhee  rreemmaaiinnddeerr  ooff  tthhee  ssiixxtteeeenntthh  aanndd  tthhee  

ffoolllloowwiinngg  cceennttuurryy  eennaabblleedd  iitt  ttoo  rreettaaiinn,,  tthhee  rriivvaall  CChhrriissttiiaann  CChhuurrcchheess  bbeeiinngg  ttoooo  

bbuussiillyy  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  ccoonntteennddiinngg  wwiitthh  oonnee  aannootthheerr,,  ttoo  ddeevvoottee  mmuucchh  aatttteennttiioonn  ttoo  tthheeiirr  

ccoommmmoonn  eenneemmyy..  FFoorr  tthhee  ssuucccceessssffuull  pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  ooff  tthhee  JJeessuuiittss  aanndd  ootthheerr  RRoommaann  

CCaatthhoolliicc  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  aanndd  tthhee  aaccttiivvee  iinntteerrffeerreennccee  ooff  tthhee  PPoorrttuugguueessee  iinn  aallll  cciivviill  

aanndd  ppoolliittiiccaall  mmaatttteerrss,,  eexxcciitteedd  vviioolleenntt  ooppppoossiittiioonn  iinn  tthhee  mmaassss  ooff  tthhee  AAbbyyssssiinniiaann  

CChhrriissttiiaannss;;——iinnddeeeedd  ssoo  bbiitttteerr  wwaass  tthhiiss  ffeeeelliinngg  tthhaatt  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  cchhiieeffss  ooppeennllyy  

ddeeccllaarreedd  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  wwoouulldd  rraatthheerr  ssuubbmmiitt  ttoo  aa  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  rruulleerr  tthhaann  ccoonnttiinnuuee  

tthheeiirr  aalllliiaannccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  PPoorrttuugguueessee;;
44
——aanndd  tthhee  sseemmii--rreelliiggiioouuss,,  sseemmii--ppaattrriioottiicc  

mmoovveemmeenntt  sseett  oonn  ffoooott  tthheerreebbyy,,  rraappiiddllyy  aassssuummeedd  ssuucchh  vvaasstt  pprrooppoorrttiioonnss  aass  ttoo  lleeaadd  

((aabboouutt  11663322))  ttoo  tthhee  eexxppuullssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  PPoorrttuugguueessee  aanndd  tthhee  eexxcclluussiioonn  ooff  aallll  ffoorreeiiggnn  

CChhrriissttiiaannss  ffrroomm  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy..  TThhee  ccoonnddiittiioonn  ooff  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa  tthheenn  ssppeeeeddiillyy  bbeeccaammee  

oonnee  ooff  tteerrrriibbllee  ccoonnffuussiioonn  aanndd  aannaarrcchhyy,,  ooff  wwhhiicchh  ssoommee  ttrriibbeess  ooff  tthhee  GGaallllaa  rraaccee  

ttooookk  aaddvvaannttaaggee,,  ttoo  tthhrruusstt  tthheeiirr  wwaayy  rriigghhtt  iinnttoo  tthhee  vveerryy  cceennttrree  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  

wwhheerree  tthheeiirr  sseettttlleemmeennttss  rreemmaaiinn  ttoo  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddaayy..  

TThhee  pprrooggrreessss  aacchhiieevveedd  bbyy  IIssllaamm  dduurriinngg  tthhiiss  ppeerriioodd  mmaayy  bbee  eessttiimmaatteedd  ffrroomm  

tthhee  tteessttiimmoonnyy  ooff  aa  ttrraavveelllleerr  ooff  tthhee  sseevveenntteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  wwhhoo  tteellllss  uuss  tthhaatt  iinn  hhiiss  

ttiimmee  tthhee  aaddhheerreennttss  ooff  tthhiiss  ffaaiitthh  wweerree  ssccaatttteerreedd  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ooff  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa  

                                                           

1 Id. p. 178. 

2 ‘Arabfaqīh, pp. 34-5, 120-1, 182-3, 244, 327. 

3 ‘Arabfaqīh, pp. 181-2, 186. 

4 Iobi Ludolfi ad suam Historiam Æthiopicam Commentarius, p. 474. Frankfurt a. M., 1691.) 
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aanndd  ffoorrmmeedd  aa  tthhiirrdd  ooff  tthhee  eennttiirree  ppooppuullaattiioonn..
11
  DDuurriinngg  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  cceennttuurryy  tthhee  

ffaaiitthh  ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett  sseeeemmss  sstteeaaddiillyy  ttoo  hhaavvee  iinnccrreeaasseedd  bbyy  mmeeaannss  ooff  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  

ooff  iissoollaatteedd  iinnddiivviidduuaallss  hheerree  aanndd  tthheerree..  TThhee  aabbsseennccee  ooff  aannyy  ssttrroonngg  cceennttrraall  

ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  iinn  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  ffaavvoouurreedd  tthhee  rriissee  ooff  ppeettttyy  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  cchhiieeffttaaiinnss,,  

mmaannyy  ooff  wwhhoomm  hhaadd  ssttrroonngg  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ssyymmppaatthhiieess,,  tthhoouugghh  ((iinn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  

wwiitthh  aa  ffuunnddaammeennttaall  llaaww  ooff  tthhee  ssttaattee))  aallll  tthhee  AAbbyyssssiinniiaann  pprriinncceess  hhaadd  ttoo  bbeelloonngg  ttoo  

tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh;;  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss,,  ttoooo,,  aassppiirriinngg  ttoo  tthhee  ddiiggnniittyy  ooff  tthhee  

AAbbyyssssiinniiaann  aarriissttooccrraaccyy,,  aabbjjuurreedd  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  bboorrnn  aanndd  

pprreetteennddeedd  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ttoo  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  ggeett  tthheemmsseellvveess  eennrroolllleedd  iinn  tthhee  

oorrddeerr  ooff  tthhee  nnoobblleess,,  aanndd  aass  ggoovveerrnnoorrss  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  pprroovviinncceess  mmaaddee  uussee  ooff  aallll  tthheeiirr  

iinnfflluueennccee  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  sspprreeaadd  ooff  IIssllaamm..
22
  OOnnee  ooff  tthhee  cchhiieeff  rreeaassoonnss  ooff  tthhee  ssuucccceessss  

ooff  tthhiiss  ffaaiitthh  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  tthhee  mmoorraall  ssuuppeerriioorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  aass  

ccoommppaarreedd  wwiitthh  tthhaatt  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa..  RR??ppppeellll  ssaayyss  tthhaatt  

hhee  ffrreeqquueennttllyy  nnoottiicceedd  iinn  tthhee  ccoouurrssee  ooff  hhiiss  ttrraavveellss  iinn  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa  tthhaatt  wwhheenn  aa  ppoosstt  

hhaadd  ttoo  bbee  ffiilllleedd  wwhhiicchh  rreeqquuiirreedd  tthhaatt  aa  tthhoorroouugghhllyy  hhoonneesstt  aanndd  ttrruussttwwoorrtthhyy  ppeerrssoonn  

sshhoouulldd  bbee  sseelleecctteedd,,  tthhee  cchhooiiccee  aallwwaayyss  ffeellll  uuppoonn  aa  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann..  IInn  ccoommppaarriissoonn  

wwiitthh  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  hhee  ssaayyss  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  wweerree  mmoorree  aaccttiivvee  aanndd  eenneerrggeettiicc;;  tthhaatt  eevveerryy  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  hhaadd  hhiiss  ssoonnss  ttaauugghhtt  ttoo  rreeaadd  aanndd  wwrriittee,,  wwhheerreeaass  CChhrriissttiiaann  cchhiillddrreenn  

wweerree  oonnllyy  eedduuccaatteedd  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  wweerree  iinntteennddeedd  ffoorr  tthhee  pprriieesstthhoooodd..
33
  TThhiiss  mmoorraall  

ssuuppeerriioorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ooff  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa  oovveerr  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn  

ggooeess  ffaarr  ttoo  eexxppllaaiinn  tthhee  ccoonnttiinnuuoouuss  tthhoouugghh  ssllooww  pprrooggrreessss  mmaaddee  bbyy  IIssllaamm  dduurriinngg  

tthhee  eeiigghhtteeeenntthh  aanndd  nniinneetteeeenntthh  cceennttuurriieess;;  tthhee  ddeeggrraaddaattiioonn  aanndd  aappaatthhyy  ooff  tthhee  

AAbbyyssssiinniiaann  cclleerrggyy  aanndd  tthhee  iinntteerrmmiinnaabbllee  ffeeuuddss  ooff  tthhee  AAbbyyssssiinniiaann  cchhiieeffss,,  hhaavvee  lleefftt  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  iinnfflluueenncceess  ffrreeee  ttoo  wwoorrkk  uunnddiissttuurrbbeedd..  MMrr..  PPlloowwddeenn,,  wwhhoo  wwaass  

EEnngglliisshh  ccoonnssuull  iinn  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa  ffrroomm  11884444  ttoo  11886600,,  ssppeeaakkiinngg  ooff  tthhee  HHaabbāābb,,  tthhrreeee  

TTiiggrrēē  ttrriibbeess  ddwweelllliinngg  bbeettwweeeenn  1166°°  aanndd  1177°°  3300’’  llaatt..,,  ttoo  tthhee  nnoorrtthh--wweesstt  ooff  

MMaassssoowwaahh,,  ssaayyss  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  bbeeccoommee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ""wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  llaasstt  110000  

yyeeaarrss,,  aanndd  aallll,,  ssaavvee  tthhee  llaatteesstt  ggeenneerraattiioonn,,  bbeeaarr  CChhrriissttiiaann  nnaammeess..  TThheeyy  hhaavvee  

cchhaannggeedd  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh,,  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  ccoonnssttaanntt  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  wwiitthh  

wwhhoomm  tthheeyy  ttrraaddee,,  aanndd  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  ggrraadduuaall  aanndd  nnooww  eennttiirree  aabbaannddoonnmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  

ccoouunnttrryy  bbyy  tthhee  AAbbyyssssiinniiaann  cchhiieeffss,,  ttoooo  mmuucchh  ooccccuuppiieedd  iinn  cceeaasseelleessss  wwaarrss  wwiitthh  

tthheeiirr  nneeiigghhbboouurrss..""
44
  TThheeyy  hhaavvee  aa  ttrraaddiittiioonn  tthhaatt  oonnee  ooff  tthheeiirr  cchhiieeffss  nnaammeedd  JJāāwweejj  

rreejjeecctteedd  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  ffoorr  IIssllaamm,,  iinn  tthhee  bbeelliieeff  tthhaatt  tthhee  llaatttteerr  ffaaiitthh  bbrroouugghhtt  ggoooodd  

lluucckk  aanndd  lloonngg  lliiffee;;  hhee  tthheenn  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhiiss  pprriieesstt,,  ""BBrreeaakk  iinn  ppiieecceess  tthhee  TTāābbōōtt""  ;;
55
  tthhee  

pprriieesstt  aannsswweerreedd,,  ""II  ddaarree  nnoott  bbrreeaakk  iinn  ppiieecceess  tthhee  TTāābbōōtt  ooff  MMaarryy  "";;  ssoo  JJāāwweejj  sseeiizzeedd  

tthhee  TTāābbōōtt  wwiitthh  hhiiss  oowwnn  hhaannddss  aanndd  ccuutt  iitt  iinn  ppiieecceess  wwiitthh  aann  aaxxee;;  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  

                                                           

1 Histoire de la Haute Ethiopie, par le R. P. Manoel d'Almeïda, p. 7. (Thevenot, vol. ii.) 

2 Massaja, vol. ii. pp. 205-6. " Ognuno comprende che movente di queste conversioni essendo la sete di regnare, 

nel fatto non si riducevano che ad una formalità esterna, restando poi i nuovi convertiti veri mussulmani nei 

cuori e nei costumi. E perciò accadeva che, elevati alla dignità di Râs, si circondavano di mussulmani, dando ad 

essi la maggior parte degli impieghi e colmandoli di titoli, ricchezze e favori : e così 1'Abissinia cristiana invasa 

e popolata da questa pessima razza, passò coll' andar del tempo sotto il giogo dell' islamismo." (Id. p. 206.) 

3 Rüppell, vol. i. pp. 328, 366. 

4 Plowden. p. 15. 

5 Tābōt, the ark of the covenant. 
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pprriieessttss  tthheenn  aaddoopptteedd  IIssllaamm,,  aanndd  aallll  tthheeiirr  ddeesscceennddaannttss  aarree  sshhaayykkhhss  ooff  tthhee  ttrriibbee  ttoo  

tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddaayy..
11
    

OOtthheerr  sseeccttiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  nnoorrtthheerrnn  ddiissttrriiccttss  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  

wweerree  ssiimmiillaarrllyy  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  ttoo  IIssllaamm  dduurriinngg  tthhee  ssaammee  ppeerriioodd,,  bbeeccaauussee  tthhee  pprriieessttss  

hhaadd  aabbaannddoonneedd  tthheessee  ddiissttrriiccttss  aanndd  tthhee  cchhuurrcchheess  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ssuuffffeerreedd  ttoo  ffaallll  iinnttoo  

rruuiinnss,,——aappppaarreennttllyy  eennttiirreellyy  tthhrroouugghh  nneegglleecctt,,  aass  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  hheerree  aarree  ssaaiidd  

ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  bbyy  nnoo  mmeeaannss  ffaannaattiiccaall  nnoorr  ttoo  hhaavvee  bboorrnnee  aannyy  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr  eennmmiittyy  ttoo  

CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy..
22
  SSiimmiillaarr  tteessttiimmoonnyy  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooggrreessss  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  

nniinneetteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  iiss  ggiivveenn  bbyy  ootthheerr  ttrraavveelllleerrss,,
33
  wwhhoo  ffoouunndd  nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  

CChhrriissttiiaannss  ttoo  bbee  ccoonnttiinnuuaallllyy  ppaassssiinngg  oovveerr  ttoo  tthhaatt  ffaaiitthh..  TThhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  wweerree  

eessppeecciiaallllyy  ffaavvoouurreedd  bbyy  RRaass  ''AAllīī,,  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  vviiccee--rreeggeennttss  ooff  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa  aanndd  

pprraaccttiiccaallllyy  mmaasstteerr  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  aacccceessssiioonn  ooff  KKiinngg  TThheeooddoorree  iinn  11885533..  

TThhoouugghh  hhiimmsseellff  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann,,  hhee  ddiissttrriibbuutteedd  ppoossttss  aanndd  eevveenn  tthhee  ssppooiillss  ooff  tthhee  

cchhuurrcchheess  aammoonngg  tthhee  ffoolllloowweerrss  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  aanndd  dduurriinngg  hhiiss  rreeiiggnn  oonnee  hhaallff  ooff  tthhee  

ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  cceennttrraall  pprroovviinncceess  ooff  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa  eemmbbrraacceedd  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  tthhee  

PPrroopphheett..
44
  SSuucchh  ddeeeepp  rroooottss  hhaadd  tthhiiss  ffaaiitthh  nnooww  ssttrruucckk  iinn  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa  tthhaatt  iittss  

ffoolllloowweerrss  hhaadd  iinn  tthheeiirr  hhaannddss  aallll  tthhee  ccoommmmeerrccee  aass  wweellll  aass  aallll  tthhee  ppeettttyy  ttrraaddee  ooff  tthhee  

ccoouunnttrryy,,  eennjjooyyeedd  vvaasstt  ppoosssseessssiioonnss,,  wweerree  mmaasstteerrss  ooff  llaarrggee  ttoowwnnss  aanndd  cceennttrraall  

mmaarrkkeettss,,  aanndd  hhaadd  aa  ffiirrmm  hhoolldd  uuppoonn  tthhee  mmaassss  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee..  IInnddeeeedd,,  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann  

mmiissssiioonnaarryy  wwhhoo  lliivveedd  ffoorr  tthhiirrttyy--ffiivvee  yyeeaarrss  iinn  tthhiiss  ccoouunnttrryy,,  rraatteedd  tthhee  ssuucccceessss  aanndd  

tthhee  zzeeaall  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  pprrooppaaggaannddiissttss  ssoo  hhiigghh  aass  ttoo  ssaayy  tthhaatt  wweerree  aannootthheerr  AAḥḥ mmaadd  

GGrrāā??  ttoo  aarriissee  aanndd  uunnffuurrll  tthhee  bbaannnneerr  ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett,,  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ooff  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa  

wwoouulldd  bbeeccoommee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann..
55
  EEmmbbrrooiillmmeennttss  wwiitthh  tthhee  EEggyyppttiiaann  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  

((wwiitthh  wwhhiicchh  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa  wwaass  aatt  wwaarr  ffrroomm  11887755  ttoo  11888822))  bbrroouugghhtt  aabboouutt  aa  rreevvuullssiioonn  

ooff  ffeeeelliinngg  aaggaaiinnsstt  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaanniissmm  ::  hhaattrreedd  ooff  tthhee  ffoorreeiiggnn  MMuusslliimm  ffooee  rreeaacctteedd  

uuppoonn  tthheeiirr  ccoo--rreelliiggiioonniissttss  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  bboorrddeerr..  IInn  11887788,,  KKiinngg  JJoohhnn  ssuummmmoonneedd  aa  

CCoonnvvooccaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  AAbbyyssssiinniiaann  cclleerrggyy,,  wwhhoo  pprrooccllaaiimmeedd  hhiimm  ssuupprreemmee  aarrbbiitteerr  iinn  

mmaatttteerrss  ooff  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  oorrddaaiinneedd  tthhaatt  tthheerree  sshhoouulldd  bbee  bbuutt  oonnee  rreelliiggiioonn  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  

wwhhoollee  kkiinnggddoomm..  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ooff  aallll  sseeccttss  ootthheerr  tthhaann  tthhee  JJaaccoobbiittee  wweerree  ggiivveenn  ttwwoo  

yyeeaarrss  iinn  wwhhiicchh  ttoo  bbeeccoommee  rreeccoonncciilleedd  ttoo  tthhee  nnaattiioonnaall  CChhuurrcchh;;  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  

wweerree  ttoo  ssuubbmmiitt  wwiitthhiinn  tthhrreeee,,  aanndd  tthhee  hheeaatthheenn  wwiitthhiinn  ffiivvee,,  yyeeaarrss..  AA  ffeeww  ddaayyss  llaatteerr  

tthhee  kkiinngg  pprroommuullggaatteedd  aann  eeddiicctt  tthhaatt  sshhoowweedd  hhooww  lliittttllee  wwoorrtthh  wwaass  tthhee  tthhrreeee  yyeeaarrss''  

ggrraaccee  aalllloowweedd  ttoo  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss;;  ffoorr  nnoott  oonnllyy  ddiidd  hhee  oorrddeerr  tthheemm  ttoo  bbuuiilldd  

CChhrriissttiiaann  cchhuurrcchheess  wwhheerreevveerr  tthheeyy  wweerree  nneeeeddeedd  aanndd  ttoo  ppaayy  ttiitthheess  ttoo  tthhee  pprriieessttss  

rreessiiddeenntt  iinn  tthheeiirr  rreessppeeccttiivvee  ddiissttrriiccttss,,  bbuutt  aallssoo  ggaavvee  tthhrreeee  mmoonntthhss''  nnoottiiccee  ttoo  aallll  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ooffffiicciiaallss  ttoo  eeiitthheerr  rreecceeiivvee  bbaappttiissmm  oorr  rreessiiggnn  tthheeiirr  ppoossttss..  SSuucchh  

ccoommppuullssoorryy  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ((ccoonnssiissttiinngg  aass  iitt  ddiidd  mmeerreellyy  ooff  tthhee  rriittee  ooff  bbaappttiissmm  aanndd  tthhee  

ppaayymmeenntt  ooff  ttiitthheess))  wwaass  nnaattuurraallllyy  ooff  tthhee  mmoosstt  iinneeffffeeccttuuaall  cchhaarraacctteerr,,  aanndd  wwhhiillee  

oouuttwwaarrddllyy  ccoonnffoorrmmiinngg,,  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  iinn  sseeccrreett  pprrootteesstteedd  tthheeiirr  llooyyaallttyy  ttoo  tthheeiirr  oolldd  

                                                           

1 Littmann, pp. 69-70. 

2 Plowden, pp. 8-9. 

3 Beke, pp. 51-2. Isenberg, p. 36. 

4 Reclus, vol. x. p. 247.   Massaja, vol. xi. p. 125. 

5 Massaja, vol. xi. p. 124. 
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ffaaiitthh..  MMaassssaajjaa  ssaaww  ssoommee  ssuucchh  ggoo  ssttrraaiigghhtt  ffrroomm  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  hhaadd  

bbeeeenn  bbaappttiisseedd  ttoo  tthhee  mmoossqquuee,,  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  hhaavvee  tthhiiss  eennffoorrcceedd  bbaappttiissmm  wwiippeedd  ooffff  bbyy  

ssoommee  hhoollyy  mmaann  ooff  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  ffaaiitthh..
11
  TThheessee  mmaassss  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss  wweerree  rreennddeerreedd  tthhee  

mmoorree  iinneeffffeeccttuuaall  bbyy  bbeeiinngg  ccoonnffiinneedd  ttoo  tthhee  mmeenn,,  ffoorr  aass  tthhee  rrooyyaall  eeddiicctt  hhaadd  mmaaddee  

nnoo  mmeennttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  wwoommeenn  tthheeyy  wweerree  iinn  nnoo  wwaayy  mmoolleesstteedd,,——aa  cciirrccuummssttaannccee  tthhaatt  

pprroobbaabbllyy  pprroovveedd  ttoo  bbee  ooff  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  ssiiggnniiffiiccaannccee  iinn  tthhee  ffuuttuurree  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  IIssllaamm  

iinn  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa,,  aass  MMaassssaajjaa  bbeeaarrss  ssttrriikkiinngg  tteessttiimmoonnyy  ttoo  tthhee  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ppaarrtt  tthhee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  wwoommeenn  hhaavvee  ppllaayyeedd  iinn  tthhee  ddiiffffuussiioonn  ooff  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh  iinn  tthhiiss  ccoouunnttrryy..
22
  

BByy  11888800  KKiinngg  JJoohhnn  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  ccoommppeelllleedd  aabboouutt  5500,,000000  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ttoo  bbee  

bbaappttiisseedd,,  aass  wweellll  aass  2200,,000000  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ppaaggaann  ttrriibbeess  aanndd  hhaallff  aa  

mmiilllliioonn  ooff  GGaallllaass,,
33
  bbuutt  aass  tthheeiirr  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  wweenntt  nnoo  ffuurrtthheerr  tthhaann  bbaappttiissmm  aanndd  tthhee  

ppaayymmeenntt  ooff  ttiitthheess,,  iitt  iiss  nnoott  ssuurrpprriissiinngg  ttoo  lleeaarrnn  tthhaatt  tthhee  oonnllyy  rreessuulltt  ooff  tthheessee  vviioolleenntt  

mmeeaassuurreess  wwaass  ttoo  iinnccrreeaassee  tthhee  hhaattrreedd  aanndd  hhoossttiilliittyy  ooff  bbootthh  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  aanndd  tthhee  

hheeaatthheenn  AAbbyyssssiinniiaannss  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh..
44
  TThhee  kkiinngg  ooff  tthhee  ppeettttyy  ssttaattee  ooff  

KKaaffaa  ((wwhhiicchh  hhaadd  aallmmoosstt  aallwwaayyss  aacckknnoowwlleeddggeedd  tthhee  ssuupprreemmaaccyy  ooff  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa)),,——

SSaawwoo--TTeehheennoo,,——ttooookk  aaddvvaannttaaggee  ooff  tthhee  eemmbbaarrrraassssmmeenntt  ooff  KKiinngg  JJoohhnn,,  wwhhoo  wwaass  

tthhrreeaatteenneedd  aatt  oonnccee  bbyy  tthhee  IIttaalliiaannss  aanndd  tthhee  ffoolllloowweerrss  ooff  tthhee  MMaahhddīī,,  ttoo  aasssseerrtt  hhiiss  

iinnddeeppeennddeennccee,,  aanndd  bbeeccaammee  aa  MMuussaallmmaann,,  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  ddoo  ssoo  mmoorree  eeffffeeccttiivveellyy..  HHee  

ssuucccceessssffuullllyy  rreessiisstteedd  aallll  aattttaacckkss  uunnttiill  11889977,,  wwhheenn  hhiiss  ssttaattee  wwaass  rreeccoonnqquueerreedd  aanndd  

hhee  hhiimmsseellff  ttaakkeenn  pprriissoonneerr  bbyy  tthhee  EEmmppeerroorr  MMeenneelliikk,,  tthhee  ffoorrmmeerr  kkiinngg  ooff  SShhooaa,,  

wwhhoo  hhaadd  eessttaabblliisshheedd  hhiiss  aauutthhoorriittyy  oovveerr  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ooff  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa  aafftteerr  tthhee  ddeeaatthh  ooff  

KKiinngg  JJoohhnn  iinn  11888899..  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  wwaass  rree--eessttaabblliisshheedd  aass  tthhee  ssttaattee  rreelliiggiioonn  

tthhrroouugghhoouutt  KKaaffaa  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaann  wwoorrsshhiipp  rreenneewweedd  iinn  tthhee  cchhuurrcchheess,,  wwhhiicchh  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  

lleefftt  uunniinnjjuurreedd,,  bbeeiinngg  eeiitthheerr  sshhuutt  uupp  oorr  ttuurrnneedd  iinnttoo  mmoossqquueess..
55
  BBuutt  tthheessee  vviioolleenntt  

mmeeaassuurreess  ttaakkeenn  iinn  tthhee  iinntteerreessttss  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh  hhaavvee  ffaaiilleedd  ttoo  aarrrreesstt  tthhee  

ggrroowwiinngg  ppoowweerr  ooff  IIssllaamm  dduurriinngg  tthhee  nniinneetteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy..  WWhhoollee  ttrriibbeess  tthhaatt  wweerree  

oonnccee  CChhrriissttiiaann  aanndd  ssttiillll  bbeeaarr  CChhrriissttiiaann  nnaammeess,,  ssuucchh  aass  TTaakkllēēss  ((""PPllaanntt  ooff  JJeessuuss"")),,  

HHeebbttēēss  ((""GGiifftt  ooff  JJeessuuss""))  aanndd  TTeemmāārryyāāmm  ((""GGiifftt  ooff  MMaarryy"")),,  hhaavvee  bbeeccoommee  MMuusslliimm..  

TThhee  ttwwoo  MM??nnssaa''  ttrriibbeess  wwhhiicchh  wweerree  eennttiirreellyy  CChhrriissttiiaann  aabboouutt  tthhee  mmiiddddllee  ooff  tthhee  

nniinneetteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  hhaadd  bbeeccoommee  MMuusslliimm,,  ffoorr  tthhee  mmoosstt  ppaarrtt,,  aatt  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  

tthhee  ttwweennttiieetthh  cceennttuurryy;;  tthhee  pprrooppaaggaannddiisstt  eeffffoorrttss  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  wwhhoo  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  

tthheemm  aappppeeaarr  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ffaacciilliittaatteedd  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  iiggnnoorraannccee  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  

cclleerrggyy..  AA  ssiimmiillaarr  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaanniissiinngg  pprroocceessss  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ggooiinngg  oonn  ffoorr  ssoommee  ttiimmee  

aammoonngg  ootthheerr  ttrriibbeess  aallssoo..
66
  

WWee  mmuusstt  rreettuurrnn  nnooww  ttoo  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  AAffrriiccaa  iinn  tthhee  sseevveenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  wwhheenn  

tthhee  AArraabbss  wweerree  ppuusshhiinngg  tthheeiirr  ccoonnqquueessttss  ffrroomm  EEaasstt  ttoo  WWeesstt  aalloonngg  tthhee  nnoorrtthh  ccooaasstt..  

TThhee  ccoommppaarraattiivveellyy  eeaassyy  ccoonnqquueesstt  ooff  EEggyypptt,,  wwhheerree  ssoo  mmaannyy  ooff  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  

                                                           

1 Massaja, vol. xi. pp. 77—8. 

2 Id. pp. I24, I25. 
3 Oppel, p. 307.   Reclus, tome x. p. 247. 
4 Massaja, vol. xi. pp. 79, 81. 
5 Morié, vol. ii. p. 449. 
6 Littmann, pp. 68-70.   K. Cederquist: Islam and Christianity in Abyssinia, p. 154 (The Moslem World, vol. ii.). 
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aassssiisstteedd  tthhee  AArraabbss  iinn  bbrriinnggiinngg  tthhee  BByyzzaannttiinnee  rruullee  ttoo  aann  eenndd,,  ffoouunndd  nnoo  ppaarraalllleell  iinn  

tthhee  bbllooooddyy  ccaammppaaiiggnnss  aanndd  tthhee  lloonngg--ccoonnttiinnuueedd  rreessiissttaannccee  tthhaatt  hheerree  bbaarrrreedd  tthheeiirr  

ffuurrtthheerr  pprrooggrreessss,,  aanndd  hhaallff  aa  cceennttuurryy  eellaappsseedd  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  AArraabbss  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  iinn  

mmaakkiinngg  tthheemmsseellvveess  ccoommpplleettee  mmaasstteerrss  ooff  tthhee  nnoorrtthh  ccooaasstt  ffrroomm  EEggyypptt  ttoo  tthhee  

AAttllaannttiicc  OOcceeaann..  IItt  wwaass  nnoott  ttiillll  669988  tthhaatt  tthhee  ffaallll  ooff  CCaarrtthhaaggee  bbrroouugghhtt  tthhee  RRoommaann  

rruullee  iinn  AAffrriiccaa  ttoo  aann  eenndd  ffoorr  eevveerr,,  aanndd  tthhee  ssuubbjjuuggaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  BBeerrbbeerrss  mmaaddee  tthhee  

AArraabbss  ssuupprreemmee  iinn  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy..  

TThhee  ddeettaaiillss  ooff  tthheessee  ccaammppaaiiggnnss  iitt  iiss  nnoo  ppaarrtt  ooff  oouurr  ppuurrppoossee  ttoo  ccoonnssiiddeerr,,  bbuutt  

rraatthheerr  ttoo  aatttteemmpptt  ttoo  ddiissccoovveerr  iinn  wwhhaatt  wwaayy  IIssllaamm  wwaass  sspprreeaadd  aammoonngg  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  

ppooppuullaattiioonn..  UUnnffoorrttuunnaatteellyy  tthhee  mmaatteerriiaallss  aavvaaiillaabbllee  ffoorr  ssuucchh  aa  ppuurrppoossee  aarree  

llaammeennttaabbllyy  ssppaarrssee  aanndd  iinnssuuffffiicciieenntt..  WWhhaatt  bbeeccaammee  ooff  tthhaatt  ggrreeaatt  AAffrriiccaann  CChhuurrcchh  

tthhaatt  hhaadd  ggiivveenn  ssuucchh  ssaaiinnttss  aanndd  tthheeoollooggiiaannss  ttoo  CChhrriisstteennddoomm??  TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  

TTeerrttuulllliiaann,,  SStt..  CCyypprriiaann  aanndd  SStt..  AAuugguussttiinnee,,  wwhhiicchh  hhaadd  eemmeerrggeedd  vviiccttoorriioouuss  oouutt  ooff  

ssoo  mmaannyy  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonnss,,  aanndd  hhaadd  ssoo  ssttoouuttllyy  cchhaammppiioonneedd  tthhee  ccaauussee  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  

oorrtthhooddooxxyy,,  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  ffaaddeedd  aawwaayy  lliikkee  aa  mmiisstt..  

IInn  tthhee  aabbsseennccee  ooff  ddeeffiinniittee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn,,  iitt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  uussuuaall  ttoo  aassccrriibbee  tthhee  

ddiissaappppeeaarraannccee  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ttoo  ffaannaattiiccaall  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonnss  aanndd  ffoorrcceedd  

ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss  oonn  tthhee  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ccoonnqquueerroorrss..  BBuutt  tthheerree  aarree  mmaannyy  

ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonnss  tthhaatt  mmiilliittaattee  aaggaaiinnsstt  ssuucchh  aa  rroouugghh  aanndd  rreeaaddyy  sseettttlleemmeenntt  ooff  tthhiiss  

qquueessttiioonn..  FFiirrsstt  ooff  aallll,,  tthheerree  iiss  tthhee  aabbsseennccee  ooff  ddeeffiinniittee  eevviiddeennccee  iinn  ssuuppppoorrtt  ooff  ssuucchh  

aann  aasssseerrttiioonn..  MMaassssaaccrreess,,  ddeevvaassttaattiioonn  aanndd  aallll  tthhee  ootthheerr  aaccccoommppaanniimmeennttss  ooff  aa  

bbllooooddyy  aanndd  lloonngg--pprroottrraacctteedd  wwaarr,,  tthheerree  wweerree  iinn  hhoorrrriibbllee  aabbuunnddaannccee,,  bbuutt  ooff  aaccttuuaall  

rreelliiggiioouuss  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  wwee  hhaavvee  lliittttllee  mmeennttiioonn,,  aanndd  tthhee  ssuurrvviivvaall  ooff  tthhee  nnaattiivvee  

CChhrriissttiiaann  CChhuurrcchh  ffoorr  mmoorree  tthhaann  eeiigghhtt  cceennttuurriieess  aafftteerr  tthhee  AArraabb  ccoonnqquueesstt  iiss  aa  

tteessttiimmoonnyy  ttoo  tthhee  ttoolleerraattiioonn  tthhaatt  aalloonnee  ccoouulldd  hhaavvee  rreennddeerreedd  ssuucchh  aa  ssuurrvviivvaall  

ppoossssiibbllee..  

TThhee  ccaauusseess  tthhaatt  bbrroouugghhtt  aabboouutt  tthhee  ddeeccaayy  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  iinn  NNoorrtthh  AAffrriiccaa  

mmuusstt  bbee  ssoouugghhtt  ffoorr  eellsseewwhheerree  tthhaann  iinn  tthhee  bbiiggoottrryy  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  rruulleerrss..  BBuutt  

bbeeffoorree  aatttteemmppttiinngg  ttoo  eennuummeerraattee  tthheessee,,  iitt  wwiillll  bbee  wweellll  ttoo  rreeaalliissee  hhooww  vveerryy  ssmmaallll  

mmuusstt  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn  aatt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  sseevveenntthh  

cceennttuurryy——aa  cciirrccuummssttaannccee  tthhaatt  rreennddeerrss  iittss  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  eexxiisstteennccee  uunnddeerr  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  rruullee  ssttiillll  mmoorree  ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  ooff  tthhee  aabbsseennccee  ooff  ffoorrcceedd  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn,,  

aanndd  lleeaavveess  ssuucchh  aa  hhyyppootthheessiiss  mmuucchh  lleessss  ppllaauussiibbiilliittyy  tthhaann  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  tthhee  

ccaassee  hhaadd  tthhee  AArraabbss  ffoouunndd  aa  llaarrggee  aanndd  fflloouurriisshhiinngg  CChhrriissttiiaann  CChhuurrcchh  tthheerree  wwhheenn  

tthheeyy  ccoommmmeenncceedd  tthheeiirr  ccoonnqquueesstt  ooff  nnoorrtthheerrnn  AAffrriiccaa..  

TThhee  RRoommaann  pprroovviinncceess  ooff  AAffrriiccaa,,  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn  wwaass  

ccoonnffiinneedd,,  nneevveerr  eexxtteennddeedd  ffaarr  ssoouutthhwwaarrddss;;  tthhee  SSaahhaarraa  ffoorrmmss  aa  bbaarrrriieerr  iinn  tthhiiss  

ddiirreeccttiioonn,,  ssoo  tthhaatt  tthhee  bbrreeaaddtthh  ooff  tthhee  ccooaasstt  sseellddoomm  eexxcceeeeddss  8800  oorr  110000  mmiilleess..
11
  

TThhoouugghh  tthheerree  wweerree  aass  mmaannyy  aass  550000  bbiisshhoopprriiccss  jjuusstt  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  VVaannddaall  ccoonnqquueesstt,,  

tthhiiss  nnuummbbeerr  ccaann  sseerrvvee  aass  nnoo  ccrriitteerriioonn  ooff  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthhffuull,,  oowwiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  

pprraaccttiiccee  oobbsseerrvveedd  iinn  tthhee  AAffrriiccaann  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  aappppooiinnttiinngg  bbiisshhooppss  ttoo  tthhee  mmoosstt  

                                                           

1 Gibbon, vol. i. p. 161. 
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iinnccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  ttoowwnnss  aanndd  vveerryy  ffrreeqquueennttllyy  ttoo  tthhee  mmoosstt  oobbssccuurree  vviillllaaggeess,,
11
  aanndd  iitt  iiss  

ddoouubbttffuull  wwhheetthheerr  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  eevveerr  sspprreeaadd  ffaarr  iinnllaanndd  aammoonngg  tthhee  BBeerrbbeerr  ttrriibbeess..
22
  

WWhheenn  tthhee  ppoowweerr  ooff  tthhee  RRoommaann  EEmmppiirree  ddeecclliinneedd  iinn  tthhee  ffiifftthh  cceennttuurryy,,  ddiiffffeerreenntt  

ttrriibbeess  ooff  tthhiiss  ggrreeaatt  rraaccee,,  kknnoowwnn  ttoo  tthhee  RRoommaannss  uunnddeerr  tthhee  nnaammeess  ooff  MMoooorrss,,  

NNuummiiddiiaannss,,  LLiibbyyaannss,,  eettcc..,,  sswwaarrmmeedd  uupp  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssoouutthh  ttoo  rraavvaaggee  aanndd  ddeessttrrooyy  tthhee  

wweeaalltthhyy  cciittiieess  ooff  tthhee  ccooaasstt..  TThheessee  iinnvvaaddeerrss  wweerree  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  hheeaatthheenn..  TThhee  LLiibbyyaannss,,  

wwhhoossee  ddeevvaassttaattiioonnss  aarree  ssoo  ppaatthheettiiccaallllyy  bbeewwaaiilleedd  bbyy  SSyynneessiiuuss  ooff  CCyyrreennee,,  ppiillllaaggeedd  

aanndd  bbuurrnntt  tthhee  cchhuurrcchheess  aanndd  ccaarrrriieedd  ooffff  tthhee  ssaaccrreedd  vveesssseellss  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  iiddoollaattrroouuss  

rriitteess,,
33
  aanndd  tthhiiss  pprroovviinnccee  ooff  CCyyrreennaaiiccaa  nneevveerr  rreeccoovveerreedd  ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  ddeevvaassttaattiioonnss,,  

aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  wwaass  pprroobbaabbllyy  aallmmoosstt  eexxttiinncctt  hheerree  aatt  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  

iinnvvaassiioonn..  TThhee  MMoooorriisshh  cchhiieeffttaaiinn  iinn  tthhee  ddiissttrriicctt  ooff  TTrriippoolliiss,,  wwhhoo  wwaass  aatt  wwaarr  wwiitthh  

tthhee  VVaannddaall  kkiinngg  TThhoorriissmmuunndd  ((449966--552244)),,  bbuutt  rreessppeecctteedd  tthhee  cchhuurrcchheess  aanndd  cclleerrggyy  ooff  

tthhee  oorrtthhooddooxx,,  wwhhoo  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  iillll--ttrreeaatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  VVaannddaallss,,  ddeeccllaarreedd  hhiiss  hheeaatthheenniissmm  

wwhheenn  hhee  ssaaiidd,,  ""  II  ddoo  nnoott  kknnooww  wwhhoo  tthhee  GGoodd  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  iiss,,  bbuutt  iiff  hhee  iiss  ssoo  

ppoowweerrffuull  aass  hhee  iiss  rreepprreesseenntteedd,,  hhee  wwiillll  ttaakkee  vveennggeeaannccee  oonn  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  iinnssuulltt  hhiimm,,  

aanndd  ssuuccccoouurr  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ddoo  hhiimm  hhoonnoouurr..""
44
    TThheerree  iiss  ssoommee  pprroobbaabbiilliittyy  tthhaatt  tthhee  

nnoommaaddss  ooff  MMaauurriittaanniiaa  aallssoo  wweerree  vveerryy  llaarrggeellyy  hheeaatthheenn..  

BBuutt  wwhhaatteevveerr  mmaayy  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  tthhee  eexxtteenntt  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  CChhuurrcchh,,  iitt  

rreecceeiivveedd  aa  bbllooww  ffrroomm  tthhee  VVaannddaall  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonnss  ffrroomm  wwhhiicchh  iitt  nneevveerr  rreeccoovveerreedd..  

FFoorr  nneeaarrllyy  aa  cceennttuurryy  tthhee  AArriiaann  VVaannddaallss  ppeerrsseeccuutteedd  tthhee  oorrtthhooddooxx  wwiitthh  rreelleennttlleessss  

ffuurryy;;  sseenntt  tthheeiirr  bbiisshhooppss  iinnttoo  eexxiillee,,  ffoorrbbaaddee  tthhee  ppuubblliicc  eexxeerrcciissee  ooff  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  

aanndd  ccrruueellllyy  ttoorrttuurreedd  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  rreeffuusseedd  ttoo  ccoonnffoorrmm  ttoo  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  tthheeiirr  

ccoonnqquueerroorrss..
55
  WWhheenn  iinn  553344,,  BBeelliissaarriiuuss  ccrruusshheedd  tthhee  ppoowweerr  ooff  tthhee  VVaannddaallss  aanndd  

rreessttoorreedd  NNoorrtthh  AAffrriiccaa  ttoo  tthhee  RRoommaann  EEmmppiirree,,  oonnllyy  221177  bbiisshhooppss  mmeett  iinn  tthhee  SSyynnoodd  

ooff  CCaarrtthhaaggee
66
  ttoo  rreessuummee  tthhee  ddiirreeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  CChhuurrcchh..  AAfftteerr  tthhee  ffiieerrccee  

aanndd  lloonngg--ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ssuubbjjeecctteedd  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  

tthhee  ffaaiitthhffuull  mmuusstt  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  vveerryy  mmuucchh  rreedduucceedd,,  aanndd  dduurriinngg  tthhee  cceennttuurryy  tthhaatt  

eellaappsseedd  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  ccoommiinngg  ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss,,  tthhee  iinnrrooaaddss  ooff  tthhee  bbaarrbbaarriiaann  

MMoooorrss,,  wwhhoo  sshhuutt  tthhee  RRoommaannss  uupp  iinn  tthhee  cciittiieess  aanndd  ootthheerr  cceennttrreess  ooff  ppooppuullaattiioonn,,  

aanndd  kkeepptt  tthhee  mmoouunnttaaiinnss,,  tthhee  ddeesseerrtt  aanndd  tthhee  ooppeenn  ccoouunnttrryy  ffoorr  tthheemmsseellvveess,,
77
  tthhee  

pprreevvaalleenntt  ddiissoorrddeerr  aanndd  iillll--ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt,,  aanndd  aabboovvee  aallll  tthhee  ddeessoollaattiinngg  ppllaagguueess  tthhaatt  

ssiiggnnaalliisseedd  tthhee  llaatttteerr  hhaallff  ooff  tthhee  ssiixxtthh  cceennttuurryy,,  aallll  ccoommbbiinneedd  ttoo  ccaarrrryy  oonn  tthhee  wwoorrkk  

ooff  ddeessttrruuccttiioonn..  FFiivvee  mmiilllliioonnss  ooff  AAffrriiccaannss  aarree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ccoonnssuummeedd  bbyy  tthhee  

wwaarrss  aanndd  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  EEmmppeerroorr  JJuussttiinniiaann..  TThhee  wweeaalltthhiieerr  cciittiizzeennss  

aabbaannddoonneedd  aa  ccoouunnttrryy  wwhhoossee  ccoommmmeerrccee  aanndd  aaggrriiccuullttuurree,,  oonnccee  ssoo  fflloouurriisshhiinngg,,  hhaadd  

bbeeeenn  iirrrreettrriieevvaabbllyy  rruuiinneedd..  ""  SSuucchh  wwaass  tthhee  ddeessoollaattiioonn  ooff  AAffrriiccaa,,  tthhaatt  iinn  mmaannyy  ppaarrttss  

aa  ssttrraannggeerr  mmiigghhtt  wwaannddeerr  wwhhoollee  ddaayyss  wwiitthhoouutt  mmeeeettiinngg  tthhee  ffaaccee  eeiitthheerr  ooff  aa  ffrriieenndd  

                                                           

1 Id. vol. ii. p. 212. 

2 C. O. Castiglioni: Recherches sur les Berbères atlantiques, pp. 96-7 (Milan, 1826.) 

3 Synesii Catastasis. (Migne: Patr. Gr., tom. lxvi. p. 1569.) 

4 Neander (2), p. 320. 

5 Gibbon, vol. iv. pp. 331-3. 

6 Id. vol. v. p. 115. 

7 Tijānī, p. 201. Gibbon, vol. v. p. 122. 
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oorr  aann  eenneemmyy..  TThhee  nnaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  VVaannddaallss  hhaadd  ddiissaappppeeaarreedd;;  tthheeyy  oonnccee  aammoouunntteedd  ttoo  

aann  hhuunnddrreedd  aanndd  ssiixxttyy  tthhoouussaanndd  wwaarrrriioorrss,,  wwiitthhoouutt  iinncclluuddiinngg  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn,,  tthhee  

wwoommeenn,,  oorr  tthhee  ssllaavveess..  TThheeiirr  nnuummbbeerrss  wweerree  iinnffiinniitteellyy  ssuurrppaasssseedd  bbyy  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  

MMoooorriisshh  ffaammiilliieess  eexxttiirrppaatteedd  iinn  aa  rreelleennttlleessss  wwaarr;;  tthhee  ssaammee  ddeessttrruuccttiioonn  wwaass  

rreettaalliiaatteedd  oonn  tthhee  RRoommaannss  aanndd  tthheeiirr  aalllliieess,,  wwhhoo  ppeerriisshheedd  bbyy  tthhee  cclliimmaattee,,  tthheeiirr  

mmuuttuuaall  qquuaarrrreellss,,  aanndd  tthhee  rraaggee  ooff  tthhee  bbaarrbbaarriiaannss..""
11
  

IInn  664466,,  tthhee  yyeeaarr  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  vviiccttoorriioouuss  AArraabbss  aaddvvaanncceedd  ffrroomm  EEggyypptt  ttoo  tthhee  

ssuubbjjuuggaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  wweesstteerrnn  pprroovviinnccee,,  tthhee  AAffrriiccaann  CChhuurrcchh  tthhaatt  hhaadd  cchhaammppiioonneedd  ssoo  

oofftteenn  tthhee  ppuurriittyy  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  ddooccttrriinnee,,  wwaass  ssttiirrrreedd  ttoo  iittss  ddeepptthhss  bbyy  tthhee  ssttrruuggggllee  

aaggaaiinnsstt  MMoonnootthheelleettiissmm;;  bbuutt  wwhheenn  tthhee  bbiisshhooppss  ooff  tthhee  ffoouurr  eecccclleessiiaassttiiccaall  pprroovviinncceess  

iinn  tthhee  aarrcchhbbiisshhoopprriicc  ooff  CCaarrtthhaaggee,,  vviizz..  MMaauurriittaanniiaa,,  NNuummiiddiiaa,,  BByyzzaacceennaa  aanndd  AAffrriiccaa  

PPrrooccoonnssuullaarriiss,,  hheelldd  ccoouunncciillss  ttoo  ccoonnddeemmnn  MMoonnootthheelleettiissmm,,  aanndd  wwrroottee  ssyynnooddaall  

lleetttteerrss  ttoo  tthhee  EEmmppeerroorr  aanndd  tthhee  PPooppee,,  tthheerree  wweerree  oonnllyy  ssiixxttyy--eeiigghhtt  bbiisshhooppss  wwhhoo  

aasssseemmbblleedd  aatt  CCaarrtthhaaggee  ttoo  rreepprreesseenntt  tthhee  llaasstt--mmeennttiioonneedd  pprroovviinnccee,,  aanndd  ffoorrttyy--ttwwoo  

ffoorr  BByyzzaacceennaa..  TThhee  nnuummbbeerrss  ffrroomm  tthhee  ootthheerr  ttwwoo  ddiioocceesseess  aarree  nnoott  ggiivveenn,,  bbuutt  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn  hhaadd  uunnddoouubbtteeddllyy  ssuuffffeerreedd  mmuucchh  mmoorree  iinn  tthheessee  tthhaann  iinn  tthhee  

ttwwoo  ootthheerr  ddiioocceesseess  wwhhiicchh  wweerree  nneeaarreerr  ttoo  tthhee  sseeaatt  ooff  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt..
22
  IItt  iiss  eexx--

cceeeeddiinnggllyy  uunnlliikkeellyy  tthhaatt  aannyy  ooff  tthhee  bbiisshhooppss  wweerree  aabbsseenntt  oonn  aann  ooccccaassiioonn  tthhaatt  

eexxcciitteedd  ssoo  mmuucchh  ffeeeelliinngg,,  wwhheenn  zzeeaall  ffoorr  CChhrriissttiiaann  ddooccttrriinnee  aanndd  ppoolliittiiccaall  aanniimmoossiittyy  

ttoo  tthhee  BByyzzaannttiinnee  ccoouurrtt  bbootthh  ccoommbbiinneedd  iinn  ssttiimmuullaattiinngg  tthhiiss  mmoovveemmeenntt,,  aanndd  wwhheenn  

AAffrriiccaa  ttooookk  tthhee  mmoosstt  pprroommiinneenntt  ppaarrtt  iinn  ssttiirrrriinngg  uupp  tthhee  ooppppoossiittiioonn  tthhaatt  lleedd  ttoo  tthhee  

ccoonnvveenniinngg  ooff  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  LLaatteerraann  CCoouunncciill  ooff  664488..  TThhiiss  ddiimmiinnuuttiioonn  iinn  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  

tthhee  AAffrriiccaann  bbiisshhooppss  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  ppooiinnttss  ttoo  aa  vvaasstt  ddeeccrreeaassee  iinn  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  

ppooppuullaattiioonn,,  aanndd  iinn  ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  nnuummeerroouuss  ccaauusseess  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiinngg  ttoo  aa  ddeeccaayy  

ooff  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn,,  ttoooo  ggrreeaatt  ssttrreessss  eevveenn  mmuusstt  nnoott  bbee  llaaiidd  uuppoonn  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  

tthheessee,,  bbeeccaauussee  aann  eeppiissccooppaall  sseeee  mmaayy  ccoonnttiinnuuee  ttoo  bbee  ffiilllleedd  lloonngg  aafftteerr  tthhee  ddiioocceessee  

hhaass  ssuunnkk  iinnttoo  iinnssiiggnniiffiiccaannccee..  

FFrroomm  tthhee  ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonnss  eennuummeerraatteedd  aabboovvee,,  iitt  mmaayy  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  bbee  iinnffeerrrreedd  

tthhaatt  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn  aatt  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  iinnvvaassiioonn  wwaass  bbyy  

nnoo  mmeeaannss  aa  llaarrggee  oonnee..  DDuurriinngg  tthhee  ffiiffttyy  yyeeaarrss  tthhaatt  eellaappsseedd  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  AArraabbss  

aassssuurreedd  tthheeiirr  vviiccttoorryy,,  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn  wwaass  ssttiillll  ffuurrtthheerr  rreedduucceedd  bbyy  tthhee  

ddeevvaassttaattiioonnss  ooff  tthhiiss  lloonngg  ccoonnfflliicctt..  TThhee  cciittyy  ooff  TTrriippoolliiss,,  aafftteerr  ssuussttaaiinniinngg  aa  ssiieeggee  ooff  

ssiixx  mmoonntthhss,,  wwaass  ssaacckkeedd,,  aanndd  ooff  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ppaarrtt  wweerree  ppuutt  ttoo  tthhee  sswwoorrdd  aanndd  

tthhee  rreesstt  ccaarrrriieedd  ooffff  ccaappttiivvee  iinnttoo  EEggyypptt  aanndd  AArraabbiiaa..
33
  AAnnootthheerr  cciittyy,,  bboorrddeerriinngg  oonn  

tthhee  NNuummiiddiiaann  ddeesseerrtt,,  wwaass  ddeeffeennddeedd  bbyy  aa  RRoommaann  ccoouunntt  wwiitthh  aa  llaarrggee  ggaarrrriissoonn  

wwhhiicchh  bbrraavveellyy  eenndduurreedd  aa  bblloocckkaaddee  ooff  aa  wwhhoollee  yyeeaarr;;  wwhheenn  aatt  llaasstt  iitt  wwaass  ttaakkeenn  bbyy  

ssttoorrmm,,  aallll  tthhee  mmaalleess  wweerree  ppuutt  ttoo  tthhee  sswwoorrdd  aanndd  tthhee  wwoommeenn  aanndd  cchhiillddrreenn  ccaarrrriieedd  

ooffff  ccaappttiivvee..
44
  TThhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ssuucchh  ccaappttiivveess  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  aammoouunntteedd  ttoo  sseevveerraall  

                                                           

1 Gibbon, vol. v. p. 214. 

2 Neander (1), vol. v. pp. 254-5. J. E. T. Wiltsch: Hand-book of the geography and statistics of the Church, vol. 

i. pp. 433-4. (London, 1859.) J. Bournichon: L'lnvasion musulmane en Afrique, pp. 32-3. (Tours, 1890.) 

3 Leo Africanus.    (Ramusio, torn. i. p. 70, D.) 

4 "Deusen, una città antichissima edificata da Romani dove confina il regno di Buggia col diserto di Numidia." 

(Id. p. 75, F.) 
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hhuunnddrreeddss  ooff  tthhoouussaannddss..
11
  MMaannyy  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ttooookk  rreeffuuggee  iinn  fflliigghhtt,,

22
  ssoommee  iinnttoo  

IIttaallyy  aanndd  SSppaaiinn,,
33
  aanndd  iitt  wwoouulldd  aallmmoosstt  sseeeemm  tthhaatt  ootthheerrss  eevveenn  wwaannddeerreedd  aass  ffaarr  aass  

GGeerrmmaannyy,,  jjuuddggiinngg  ffrroomm  aa  lleetttteerr  aaddddrreesssseedd  ttoo  tthhee  ddiioocceessee  ooff  SStt..  BBoonniiffaaccee  bbyy  PPooppee  

GGrreeggoorryy  IIII..
44
  IInn  ffaacctt,,  mmaannyy  ooff  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  RRoommaann  cciittiieess  wweerree  qquuiittee  ddeeppooppuullaatteedd,,  aanndd  

rreemmaaiinneedd  uunniinnhhaabbiitteedd  ffoorr  aa  lloonngg  ttiimmee  oorr  wweerree  eevveenn  lleefftt  ttoo  ffaallll  ttoo  rruuiinnss  eennttiirreellyy,,
55
  

wwhhiillee  iinn  sseevveerraall  ccaasseess  tthhee  ccoonnqquueerroorrss  cchhoossee  eennttiirreellyy  nneeww  ssiitteess  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  cchhiieeff  

ttoowwnnss..
66
  

AAss  ttoo  tthhee  ssccaatttteerreedd  rreemmnnaannttss  ooff  tthhee  oonnccee  fflloouurriisshhiinngg  CChhrriissttiiaann  CChhuurrcchh  tthhaatt  

ssttiillll  rreemmaaiinneedd  iinn  AAffrriiccaa  aatt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  sseevveenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  iitt  ccaann  hhaarrddllyy  bbee  

ssuuppppoosseedd  tthhaatt  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  iiss  rreessppoonnssiibbllee  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  ffiinnaall  ddiissaappppeeaarraannccee,,  iinn  tthhee  ffaaccee  

ooff  tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  ttrraacceess  ooff  aa  nnaattiivvee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ccoommmmuunniittyy  wweerree  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  eevveenn  ssoo  

llaattee  aass  tthhee  ssiixxtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy..  IIddrrīīss,,  tthhee  ffoouunnddeerr  ooff  tthhee  ddyynnaassttyy  iinn  MMoorrooccccoo  tthhaatt  

bboorree  hhiiss  nnaammee,,  iiss  iinnddeeeedd  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  ccoommppeelllleedd  bbyy  ffoorrccee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  aanndd  JJeewwss  ttoo  

eemmbbrraaccee  IIssllaamm  iinn  tthhee  yyeeaarr  AA..DD..  778899,,  wwhheenn  hhee  hhaadd  jjuusstt  bbeegguunn  ttoo  ccaarrvvee  oouutt  aa  

kkiinnggddoomm  ffoorr  hhiimmsseellff  wwiitthh  tthhee  sswwoorrdd,,
77
  bbuutt,,  aass  ffaarr  aass  II  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aabbllee  ttoo  ddiissccoovveerr,,  

tthhiiss  iinncciiddeenntt  iiss  wwiitthhoouutt  ppaarraalllleell  iinn  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  nnaattiivvee  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  NNoorrtthh  

AAffrriiccaa..
88
  

TThhee  vveerryy  sslloowwnneessss  ooff  iittss  ddeeccaayy  iiss  aa  tteessttiimmoonnyy  ttoo  tthhee  ttoolleerraattiioonn  iitt  mmuusstt  

hhaavvee  rreecceeiivveedd..  AAbboouutt  330000  yyeeaarrss  aafftteerr  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ccoonnqquueesstt  tthheerree  wweerree  ssttiillll  

nneeaarrllyy  ffoorrttyy  bbiisshhoopprriiccss  lleefftt,,
99
  aanndd  wwhheenn  iinn  11005533  PPooppee  LLeeoo  IIXX  llaammeennttss  tthhaatt  oonnllyy  

ffiivvee  bbiisshhooppss  ccoouulldd  bbee  ffoouunndd  ttoo  rreepprreesseenntt  tthhee  oonnccee  fflloouurriisshhiinngg  AAffrriiccaann  CChhuurrcchh,,
1100

  

                                                           

1 Pavy, vol. i. p. iv. 

2"Tous ceux qui ne se convertirent pas à I'islamisme, ou qui (conservant leur foi) ne voulurent pas s'obliger à 

payer la capitation, durent prendre la fuite devant les armées musulmanes.” (Tijānī, p. 201.) 

3 Leo Africanus.    (Ramusio, tom. i. p. 7.) 

4"Afros passim ad ecclesiasticos ordines (procedentes) prætendentes nulla ratione suscipiat (Bonifacius), quia 

aliqui eorum Manichæi, aliqui rebaptizati sæpius sunt probati."    Epist. Iv.  (Migne: Patr, Lat., tom. lxxxix, p. 

502.) 

5 Leo Africanus.    (Ramusio, pp. 65, 66, 68, 69, 76.) 

6 Qayrwān or Cairoan, founded A.H. 50; Fez, founded A.H. 185; al-Mahdiyyah, founded A.H. 303; Masīlah, 

founded A.H. 315; Marocco, founded A.H. 424. (Abū-l Fidā, tome ii. pp. 198, 186, 200, 191, 187.) 

7 Ibn Abī Zar', p. 16. 

8 A doubtful case of forced conversion is attributed to 'Abd al-Mu'min, who conquered Tunis in 1159.    See De 

Mas Latrie (2), pp. 77-8.    " Deux auteurs arabes, Ibn-al-Athir, contemporain, mais vivant à Damas au milieu de 

l'exaltation religieuse que provoquaient les victoires de Saladin, l'autre El-Tidjani,  visitant 1'Afrique orientale au 

quatorzième siècle, ont écrit que le sultan, maître de Tunis, força les chretiéns et les juifs établis dans cette ville à 

embrasser 1'islamisme, et que les réfractaires furent impitoyablement massacrés.   Nous doutons de la réalité de 

toutes ces mesures. Si l'arrêt fatal fut prononcé dans 1'emportement du triomphe et pour satisfaire quelques 

exigences momentanées, il dut être éludé ou révoqué, tant il était contraire au principe de la liberté religieuse 

respecté jusque-là par tous les princes maugrebins.    Ce qu'il y a de certain, c'est que les chrétiens et les juifs ne 

tardèrent pas à reparaître à Tunis et qu'on  voit les chrétiens avant la fin du règne d'Abd-el-Moumen etablis à 

Tunis et y jouissant comme par le passé de la liberté, de leurs établissements, de leur commerce et de leur 

religion . . . . ‘Accompagné ainsi par Dieu même dans sa marche, dit un ancien auteur maugrebin, il traversa 

victorieusement les terres du Zab et de 1'Ifrikiah, conquérant le pays et les villes, accordant 1'aman à ceux qui le 

demandaient et tuant les récalcitrants.'   Ces derniers mots confirment notre sentiment sur sa politique à l'egard 

des chrétiens qui acceptèrent 1'arrêt fatal de la destinée. 

9 De Mas Latrie (2), pp. 27-8. 

10 S. Leonis IX. Papæ Epist. lxxxiii. (Migne: Patr. Lat., tom. cxliii. p. 728.)    This letter deals with a quarrel for 

precedence between the bishops of Gummi and Carthage, and it is quite possible that the disordered condition of 

Africa at the time may have kept the African bishops ignorant of the condition of other sees besides their own 



 101 

tthhee  ccaauussee  iiss  mmoosstt  pprroobbaabbllyy  ttoo  bbee  ssoouugghhtt  ffoorr  iinn  tthhee  tteerrrriibbllee  bbllooooddsshheedd  aanndd  

ddeessttrruuccttiioonn  wwrroouugghhtt  bbyy  tthhee  AArraabb  hhoorrddeess  tthhaatt  hhaadd  ppoouurreedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  aa  ffeeww  

yyeeaarrss  bbeeffoorree  aanndd  ffiilllleedd  iitt  wwiitthh  iinncceessssaanntt  ccoonnfflliicctt  aanndd  aannaarrcchhyy..
11
  IInn  11007766,,  tthhee  

AAffrriiccaann  CChhuurrcchh  ccoouulldd  nnoott  pprroovviiddee  tthhee  tthhrreeee  bbiisshhooppss  nneecceessssaarryy  ffoorr  tthhee  

ccoonnsseeccrraattiioonn  ooff  aann  aassppiirraanntt  ttoo  tthhee  ddiiggnniittyy  ooff  tthhee  eeppiissccooppaattee,,  iinn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  

tthhee  ddeemmaannddss  ooff  ccaannoonn  llaaww,,  aanndd  iitt  wwaass  nneecceessssaarryy  ffoorr  PPooppee  GGrreeggoorryy  VVIIII  ttoo  

ccoonnsseeccrraattee  ttwwoo  bbiisshhooppss  ttoo  aacctt  aass  ccooaaddjjuuttoorrss  ooff  tthhee  AArrcchhbbiisshhoopp  ooff  CCaarrtthhaaggee;;  bbuutt  

tthhee  nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthhffuull  wweerree  ssttiillll  ssoo  llaarrggee  aass  ttoo  ddeemmaanndd  tthhee  ccrreeaattiioonn  ooff  ffrreesshh  

bbiisshhooppss  ttoo  lliigghhtteenn  tthhee  bbuurrddeenn  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrkk,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  ttoooo  hheeaavvyy  ffoorr  tthheessee  tthhrreeee  

bbiisshhooppss  ttoo  ppeerrffoorrmm  uunnaaiiddeedd..
22
  IInn  tthhee  ccoouurrssee  ooff  tthhee  nneexxtt  ttwwoo  cceennttuurriieess,,  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaann  CChhuurrcchh  ddeecclliinneedd  ssttiillll  ffuurrtthheerr,,  aanndd  iinn  11224466  tthhee  bbiisshhoopp  ooff  MMoorrooccccoo  wwaass  

tthhee  ssoollee  ssppiirriittuuaall  lleeaaddeerr  ooff  tthhee  rreemmnnaanntt  ooff  tthhee  nnaattiivvee  CChhuurrcchh..
33
  UUpp  ttoo  tthhee  ssaammee  

ppeerriioodd  ttrraacceess  ooff  tthhee  ssuurrvviivvaall  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  wweerree  ssttiillll  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  aammoonngg  tthhee  

KKaabbiillss  ooff  AAllggeerriiaa;;
44
    tthheessee  ttrriibbeess  hhaadd  rreecceeiivveedd  ssoommee  sslliigghhtt  iinnssttrruuccttiioonn  iinn  tthhee  tteenneettss  

ooff  IIssllaamm  aatt  aann  eeaarrllyy  ppeerriioodd,,  bbuutt  tthhee  nneeww  ffaaiitthh  hhaadd  ttaakkeenn  vveerryy  lliittttllee  hhoolldd  uuppoonn  

tthheemm,,  aanndd  aass  yyeeaarrss  wweenntt  bbyy  tthheeyy  lloosstt  eevveenn  wwhhaatt  lliittttllee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  tthheeyy  hhaadd  aatt  ffiirrsstt  

ppoosssseesssseedd,,  ssoo  mmuucchh  ssoo  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  eevveenn  ffoorrggoott  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ffoorrmmuullaa  ooff  pprraayyeerr..  SShhuutt  

uupp  iinn  tthheeiirr  mmoouunnttaaiinn  ffaassttnneesssseess  aanndd  jjeeaalloouuss  ooff  tthheeiirr  iinnddeeppeennddeennccee,,  tthheeyy  

ssuucccceessssffuullllyy  rreessiisstteedd  tthhee  iinnttrroodduuccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  AArraabb  eelleemmeenntt  iinnttoo  tthheeiirr  mmiiddsstt,,  aanndd  

tthhuuss  tthhee  ddiiffffiiccuullttiieess  iinn  tthhee  wwaayy  ooff  tthheeiirr  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  wweerree  vveerryy  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee..  SSoommee  

uunnssuucccceessssffuull  aatttteemmppttss  ttoo  ssttaarrtt  aa  mmiissssiioonn  aammoonngg  tthheemm  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  mmaaddee  bbyy  tthhee  

iinnmmaatteess  ooff  aa  mmoonnaasstteerryy  bbeelloonnggiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  QQāāddiirriiyyyyaahh  oorrddeerr,,  SSāāqqiiyyaahh  aall--hhaammrrāā'',,  

bbuutt  tthhee  hhoonnoouurr  ooff  wwiinnnniinngg  aann  eennttrraannccee  aammoonngg  tthheemm  ffoorr  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ffaaiitthh  wwaass  

rreesseerrvveedd  ffoorr  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  AAnnddaalluussiiaann  MMoooorrss  wwhhoo  wweerree  ddrriivveenn  oouutt  ooff  SSppaaiinn  aafftteerr  

tthhee  ttaakkiinngg  ooff  GGrraannaaddaa  iinn  11449922..  TThheeyy  hhaadd  ttaakkeenn  rreeffuuggee  iinn  tthhiiss  mmoonnaasstteerryy  aanndd  

wweerree  rreeccooggnniisseedd  bbyy  tthhee  sshhaayykkhh  ttoo  bbee  eemmiinneennttllyy  ffiitttteedd  ffoorr  tthhee  aarrdduuoouuss  ttaasskk  tthhaatt  

hhaadd  pprreevviioouussllyy  ssoo  ccoommpplleetteellyy  bbaafffflleedd  tthhee  eeffffoorrttss  ooff  hhiiss  ddiisscciipplleess..  BBeeffoorree  

ddiissmmiissssiinngg  tthheemm  oonn  tthhiiss  ppiioouuss  eerrrraanndd,,  hhee  tthhuuss  aaddddrreesssseedd  tthheemm  ::  ""IItt  iiss  aa  dduuttyy  

iinnccuummbbeenntt  uuppoonn  uuss  ttoo  bbeeaarr  tthhee  ttoorrcchh  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinnttoo  tthheessee  rreeggiioonnss  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  lloosstt  

tthheeiirr  iinnhheerriittaannccee  iinn  tthhee  bblleessssiinnggss  ooff  rreelliiggiioonn;;  ffoorr  tthheessee  uunnhhaappppyy  KKaabbiillss  aarree  

wwhhoollllyy  uunnpprroovviiddeedd  wwiitthh  sscchhoooollss,,  aanndd  hhaavvee  nnoo  sshhaayykkhh  ttoo  tteeaacchh  tthheeiirr  cchhiillddrreenn  tthhee  

llaawwss  ooff  mmoorraalliittyy  aanndd  tthhee  vviirrttuueess  ooff  IIssllaamm;;  ssoo  tthheeyy  lliivvee  lliikkee  tthhee  bbrruuttee  bbeeaassttss,,  

wwiitthhoouutt  GGoodd  oorr  rreelliiggiioonn..  TToo  ddoo  aawwaayy  wwiitthh  tthhiiss  uunnhhaappppyy  ssttaattee  ooff  tthhiinnggss,,  II  hhaavvee  

ddeetteerrmmiinneedd  ttoo  aappppeeaall  ttoo  yyoouurr  rreelliiggiioouuss  zzeeaall  aanndd  eennlliigghhtteennmmeenntt..  LLeett  nnoott  tthheessee  

mmoouunnttaaiinneeeerrss  wwaallllooww  aannyy  lloonnggeerr  iinn  tthheeiirr  ppiittiiaabbllee  iiggnnoorraannccee  ooff  tthhee  ggrraanndd  ttrruutthhss  ooff  

oouurr  rreelliiggiioonn;;  ggoo  aanndd  bbrreeaatthhee  uuppoonn  tthhee  ddyyiinngg  ffiirree  ooff  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  rree--iilllluummiinnee  iittss  

ssmmoouullddeerriinngg  eemmbbeerrss;;  ppuurrggee  tthheemm  ooff  wwhhaatteevveerr  eerrrroorrss  mmaayy  ssttiillll  cclliinngg  ttoo  tthheemm  ffrroomm  
                                                                                                                                                                                     

and those immediately adjacent, and that accordingly the information supplied to the Pope represented the 

number of the bishops as being smaller than it really was. 

1 A. Müller, vol. ii. pp. 628-9. 

2 S. Gregorii VII. Epistola xix. (Liber tertius). (Migne: Patr. Lat., tom. cxlviii. p. 449.) 

3 De Mas Latrie, p. 226. A number of Spanish Christians, whose ancestors had been deported to Morocco in 

1122, were to be found there as late as 1386, when they were allowed to return to Seville through the good 

offices of the then sultan of Morocco. (Whishaw, pp. 31-4.) 

4 C. Trumelet: Les Saintes de 1'Islam, p. xxxiii.    (Paris, 1881.) 
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tthheeiirr  ffoorrmmeerr  bbeelliieeff  iinn  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy;;  mmaakkee  tthheemm  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  tthhaatt  iinn  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  

oouurr  lloorrdd  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd——  mmaayy  GGoodd  hhaavvee  ccoommppaassssiioonn  uuppoonn  hhiimm——ddiirrtt  iiss  nnoott,,  aass  iinn  

tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  rreelliiggiioonn,,  llooookkeedd  uuppoonn  aass  aacccceeppttaabbllee  iinn  tthhee  eeyyeess  ooff  GGoodd..
11
  II  wwiillll  nnoott  

ddiissgguuiissee  ffrroomm  yyoouu  tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  yyoouurr  ttaasskk  iiss  bbeesseett  wwiitthh  ddiiffffiiccuullttiieess,,  bbuutt  yyoouurr  

iirrrreessiissttiibbllee  zzeeaall  aanndd  tthhee  aarrddoouurr  ooff  yyoouurr  ffaaiitthh  wwiillll  eennaabbllee  yyoouu,,  bbyy  tthhee  ggrraaccee  ooff  

GGoodd,,  ttoo  oovveerrccoommee  aallll  oobbssttaacclleess..  GGoo,,  mmyy  cchhiillddrreenn,,  aanndd  bbrriinngg  bbaacckk  aaggaaiinn  ttoo  GGoodd  

aanndd  HHiiss  PPrroopphheett  tthheessee  uunnhhaappppyy  ppeeooppllee  wwhhoo  aarree  wwaalllloowwiinngg  iinn  tthhee  mmiirree  ooff  

iiggnnoorraannccee  aanndd  uunnbbeelliieeff..  GGoo,,  mmyy  cchhiillddrreenn,,  bbeeaarriinngg  tthhee  mmeessssaaggee  ooff  ssaallvvaattiioonn,,  aanndd  

mmaayy  GGoodd  bbee  wwiitthh  yyoouu  aanndd  uupphhoolldd  yyoouu..""  

TThhee  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  ssttaarrtteedd  ooffff  iinn  ppaarrttiieess  ooff  ffiivvee  oorr  ssiixx  aatt  aa  ttiimmee  iinn  vvaarriioouuss  

ddiirreeccttiioonnss;;  tthheeyy  wweenntt  iinn  rraaggss,,  ssttaaffff  iinn  hhaanndd,,  aanndd  cchhoooossiinngg  oouutt  tthhee  wwiillddeesstt  aanndd  

lleeaasstt  ffrreeqquueenntteedd  ppaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  mmoouunnttaaiinnss,,  eessttaabblliisshheedd  hheerrmmiittaaggeess  iinn  ccaavveess  aanndd  

cclleeffttss  ooff  tthhee  rroocckkss..  TThheeiirr  aauusstteerriittiieess  aanndd  pprroolloonnggeedd  ddeevvoottiioonnss  ssoooonn  eexxcciitteedd  tthhee  

ccuurriioossiittyy  ooff  tthhee  KKaabbiillss,,  wwhhoo  aafftteerr  aa  sshhoorrtt  ttiimmee  bbeeggaann  ttoo  eenntteerr  iinnttoo  ffrriieennddllyy  

rreellaattiioonnss  wwiitthh  tthheemm..  LLiittttllee  bbyy  lliittttllee  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  ggaaiinneedd  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  tthheeyy  

ddeessiirreedd  tthhrroouugghh  tthheeiirr  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  mmeeddiicciinnee,,  ooff  tthhee  mmeecchhaanniiccaall  aarrttss,,  aanndd  ootthheerr  

aaddvvaannttaaggeess  ooff  cciivviilliissaattiioonn,,  aanndd  eeaacchh  hheerrmmiittaaggee  bbeeccaammee  aa  cceennttrree  ooff  MMuusslliimm  

tteeaacchhiinngg..  SSttuuddeennttss,,  aattttrraacctteedd  bbyy  tthhee  lleeaarrnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  nneeww--ccoommeerrss,,  ggaatthheerreedd  rroouunndd  

tthheemm  aanndd  iinn  ttiimmee  bbeeccaammee  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  ooff  IIssllaamm  ttoo  tthheeiirr  ffeellllooww--ccoouunnttrryymmeenn,,  uunnttiill  

tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh  sspprreeaadd  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  aallll  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  ooff  tthhee  KKaabbiillss  aanndd  tthhee  vviillllaaggeess  ooff  tthhee  

AAllggeerriiaann  SSaahhaarraa..
22
  

TThhee  aabboovvee  iinncciiddeenntt  iiss  nnoo  ddoouubbtt  iilllluussttrraattiivvee  ooff  tthhee  mmaannnneerr  iinn  wwhhiicchh  IIssllaamm  

wwaass  iinnttrroodduucceedd  aammoonngg  ssuucchh  ootthheerr  sseeccttiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  ttrriibbeess  ooff  tthhee  

iinntteerriioorr  aass  hhaadd  rreecceeiivveedd  aannyy  CChhrriissttiiaann  tteeaacchhiinngg,,  bbuutt  wwhhoossee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthhiiss  

ffaaiitthh  hhaadd  ddwwiinnddlleedd  ddoowwnn  ttoo  tthhee  oobbsseerrvvaannccee  ooff  aa  ffeeww  ssuuppeerrssttiittiioouuss  rriitteess;;
33
  ffoorr,,  ccuutt  

ooffff  aass  tthheeyy  wweerree  ffrroomm  tthhee  rreesstt  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  wwoorrlldd  aanndd  uunnpprroovviiddeedd  wwiitthh  

ssppiirriittuuaall  tteeaacchheerrss,,  tthheeyy  ccoouulldd  hhaavvee  hhaadd  lliittttllee  iinn  tthhee  wwaayy  ooff  ppoossiittiivvee  rreelliiggiioouuss  

bbeelliieeff  ttoo  ooppppoossee  ttoo  tthhee  tteeaacchhiinnggss  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess..  

TThheerree  iiss  lliittttllee  mmoorree  ttoo  aadddd  ttoo  tthheessee  ssppaarrssee  rreeccoorrddss  ooff  tthhee  ddeeccaayy  ooff  tthhee  

NNoorrtthh  AAffrriiccaann  CChhuurrcchh..  AA  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ttrraavveelllleerr,,
44
  wwhhoo  vviissiitteedd  aall--JJaarrīīdd,,  tthhee  

ssoouutthheerrnn  ddiissttrriicctt  ooff  TTuunniiss,,  iinn  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  ffoouurrtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  tteellllss  uuss  tthhaatt  

tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  cchhuurrcchheess,,  aalltthhoouugghh  iinn  rruuiinnss,,  wweerree  ssttiillll  ssttaannddiinngg  iinn  hhiiss  ddaayy,,  nnoott  

hhaavviinngg  bbeeeenn  ddeessttrrooyyeedd  bbyy  tthhee  AArraabb  ccoonnqquueerroorrss,,  wwhhoo  hhaadd  ccoonntteenntteedd  tthheemmsseellvveess  

wwiitthh  bbuuiillddiinngg  aa  mmoossqquuee  iinn  ffrroonntt  ooff  eeaacchh  ooff  tthheessee  cchhuurrcchheess..  IIbbnn  KKhhaallddūūnn  ((wwrriittiinngg  

                                                           

1 Compare the articles published by a Junta held at Madrid in 1566. for the reformation of the Moriscoes; one of 

which runs as follows : " That neither themselves, their women, nor any other persons should be permitted to 

wash or bathe themselves either at home or elsewhere; and that all their bathing houses should be pulled down 

and demolished." (J. Morgan, vol. ii. p. 256.) 

2 C. Trumelet: Les Saints de 1'Islam, pp. xxviii-xxxvi. 

3 Leo Africanus says that at the end of the fifteenth century all the mountaineers of Algeria and of Buggia, 

though Muhammadans, painted black crosses on their cheeks and palms of the hand (Ramusio, i. p. 61); 

similarly the Banū Mzab to the present day still keep up some religious observances corresponding to 

excommunication and confession (Oppel, p. 299), and some nomad tribes of the Sahara observe the practice of a 

kind of baptism and use the cross as a decoration for their stuffs and weapons. (De Mas Latrie (2), p. 8.) 

4 Tijānī, p. 203. 
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ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  cclloossee  ooff  tthhee  ffoouurrtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy)),,  ssppeeaakkss  ooff  ssoommee  vviillllaaggeess  iinn  tthhee  

pprroovviinnccee  ooff  QQaassttīīlliiyyyyaahh,,
11
  wwiitthh  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn  wwhhoossee  aanncceessttoorrss  hhaadd  lliivveedd  

tthheerree  ssiinnccee  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  tthhee  AArraabb  ccoonnqquueesstt..
22
  AAtt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  cceennttuurryy  

tthheerree  wwaass  ssttiillll  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  iinn  tthhee  cciittyy  ooff  TTuunniiss  aa  ssmmaallll  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ooff  nnaattiivvee  

CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  lliivviinngg  ttooggeetthheerr  iinn  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ssuubbuurrbbss,,  qquuiittee  ddiissttiinncctt  ffrroomm  tthhaatt  iinn  

wwhhiicchh  tthhee  ffoorreeiiggnn  CChhrriissttiiaann  mmeerrcchhaannttss  rreessiiddeedd;;  ffaarr  ffrroomm  bbeeiinngg  oopppprreesssseedd  oorr  

ppeerrsseeccuutteedd,,  tthheeyy  wweerree  eemmppllooyyeedd  aass  tthhee  bbooddyygguuaarrdd  ooff  tthhee  SSuullttaann..
33
  TThheessee  wweerree  

ddoouubbttlleessss  tthhee  ssaammee  ppeerrssoonnss  aass  wweerree  ccoonnggrraattuullaatteedd  oonn  tthheeiirr  ppeerrsseevveerraannccee  iinn  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh  bbyy  CChhaarrlleess  VV  aafftteerr  tthhee  ccaappttuurree  ooff  TTuunniiss  iinn  11553355..
44
  

TThhiiss  iiss  tthhee  llaasstt  wwee  hheeaarr  ooff  tthhee  nnaattiivvee  CChhrriissttiiaann  CChhuurrcchh  iinn  NNoorrtthh  AAffrriiccaa..  

TThhee  vveerryy  ffaacctt  ooff  iittss  ssoo  lloonngg  ssuurrvviivvaall  wwoouulldd  mmiilliittaattee  aaggaaiinnsstt  aannyy  ssuuppppoossiittiioonn  ooff  

ffoorrcceedd  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn,,  eevveenn  iiff  wwee  hhaadd  nnoott  aabbuunnddaanntt  eevviiddeennccee  ooff  tthhee  ttoolleerraanntt  ssppiirriitt  ooff  

tthhee  AArraabb  rruulleerrss  ooff  tthhee  vvaarriioouuss  NNoorrtthh  AAffrriiccaann  kkiinnggddoommss,,  wwhhoo  eemmppllooyyeedd  CChhrriissttiiaann  

ssoollddiieerrss,,
55
  ggrraanntteedd  bbyy  ffrreeqquueenntt  ttrreeaattiieess  tthhee  ffrreeee  eexxeerrcciissee  ooff  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  ttoo  

CChhrriissttiiaann  mmeerrcchhaannttss  aanndd  sseettttlleerrss,,
66
  aanndd  ttoo  wwhhoomm  PPooppeess  

77
  rreeccoommmmeennddeedd  tthhee  ccaarree  

ooff  tthhee  nnaattiivvee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn,,  wwhhiillee  eexxhhoorrttiinngg  tthhee  llaatttteerr  ttoo  sseerrvvee  tthheeiirr  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  rruulleerrss  ffaaiitthhffuullllyy..
88
  

                                                           

1 The modern Touzer, in Tunis. 

2 Ta'rīkh al-duwal al-islāmiyyah bi'l maghrib, I. p. 146. (ed. De Slane. Alger, 1847.) 

3 Leo Africanus. (Ramusio, tom. i. p. 67.) 

4 Pavy, vol. i. p. vii. 

5 De Mas Latrie (2), pp. 61-2, 266-7.   L. del Marmol-Caravajal: De 1'Afrique, tome ii. p. 54.    (Paris, 1667.) 

6 De Mas Latrie (2), p. 192. 

7 e.g. Innocent III, Gregory VII, Gregory IX and Innocent IV. 

8 De Mas Latrie (2), p. 273. 
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CCHHAAPPTTEERR  VV..  

  

TTHHEE  SSPPRREEAADD  OOFF  IISSLLAAMM  AAMMOONNGG  TTHHEE  CCHHRRIISSTTIIAANNSS  OOFF  SSPPAAIINN..  

  

IInn  771111  tthhee  vviiccttoorriioouuss  AArraabbss  iinnttrroodduucceedd  IIssllaamm  iinnttoo  SSppaaiinn::  iinn  11550022  aann  eeddiicctt  

ooff  FFeerrddiinnaanndd  aanndd  IIssaabbeellllaa  ffoorrbbaaddee  tthhee  eexxeerrcciissee  ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  rreelliiggiioonn  

tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  kkiinnggddoomm..  DDuurriinngg  tthhee  cceennttuurriieess  tthhaatt  eellaappsseedd  bbeettwweeeenn  tthheessee  ttwwoo  

ddaatteess;;  MMuusslliimm  SSppaaiinn  hhaadd  wwrriitttteenn  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  bbrriigghhtteesstt  ppaaggeess  iinn  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  

mmeeddiieevvaall  EEuurrooppee..  HHeerr  iinnfflluueennccee  hhaadd  ppaasssseedd  tthhrroouugghh  PPrroovveennccee  iinnttoo  tthhee  ootthheerr  

ccoouunnttrriieess  ooff  EEuurrooppee,,  bbrriinnggiinngg  iinnttoo  bbiirrtthh  aa  nneeww  ppooeettrryy  aanndd  aa  nneeww  ccuullttuurree,,  aanndd  iitt  

wwaass  ffrroomm  hheerr  tthhaatt  CChhrriissttiiaann  sscchhoollaarrss  rreecceeiivveedd  wwhhaatt  ooff  GGrreeeekk  pphhiilloossoopphhyy  aanndd  

sscciieennccee  tthheeyy  hhaadd  ttoo  ssttiimmuullaattee  tthheeiirr  mmeennttaall  aaccttiivviittyy  uupp  ttoo  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  tthhee  

RReennaaiissssaannccee..  BBuutt  tthheessee  ttrriiuummpphhss  ooff  tthhee  cciivviilliisseedd  lliiffee——aarrtt  aanndd  ppooeettrryy,,  sscciieennccee  

aanndd  pphhiilloossoopphhyy——wwee  mmuusstt  ppaassss  oovveerr  hheerree  aanndd  ffiixx  oouurr  aatttteennttiioonn  oonn  tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  

ccoonnddiittiioonn  ooff  SSppaaiinn  uunnddeerr  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  rruullee..  

WWhheenn  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ffiirrsstt  bbrroouugghhtt  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  iinnttoo  SSppaaiinn  tthheeyy  

ffoouunndd  CCaatthhoolliicc  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  ffiirrmmllyy  eessttaabblliisshheedd  aafftteerr  iittss  ccoonnqquueesstt  oovveerr  AArriiaanniissmm..  

TThhee  ssiixxtthh  CCoouunncciill  ooff  TToolleeddoo  hhaadd  eennaacctteedd  tthhaatt  aallll  kkiinnggss  wweerree  ttoo  sswweeaarr  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  

wwoouulldd  nnoott  ssuuffffeerr  tthhee  eexxeerrcciissee  ooff  aannyy  ootthheerr  rreelliiggiioonn  bbuutt  tthhee  CCaatthhoolliicc,,  aanndd  wwoouulldd  

vviiggoorroouussllyy  eennffoorrccee  tthhee  llaaww  aaggaaiinnsstt  aallll  ddiisssseennttiieennttss,,  wwhhiillee  aa  ssuubbsseeqquueenntt  llaaww  

ffoorrbbaaddee  aannyy  oonnee  uunnddeerr  ppaaiinn  ooff  ccoonnffiissccaattiioonn  ooff  hhiiss  pprrooppeerrttyy  aanndd  ppeerrppeettuuaall  

iimmpprriissoonnmmeenntt,,  ttoo  ccaallll  iinn  qquueessttiioonn  tthhee  HHoollyy  CCaatthhoolliicc  aanndd  AAppoossttoolliicc  CChhuurrcchh,,  tthhee  

EEvvaannggeelliiccaall  IInnssttiittuuttiioonnss,,  tthhee  ddeeffiinniittiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  FFaatthheerrss,,  tthhee  ddeeccrreeeess  ooff  tthhee  

CChhuurrcchh,,  aanndd  tthhee  HHoollyy  SSaaccrraammeennttss..  TThhee  cclleerrggyy  hhaadd  ggaaiinneedd  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  oorrddeerr  aa  

pprreeppoonnddeerraattiinngg  iinnfflluueennccee  iinn  tthhee  aaffffaaiirrss  ooff  tthhee  ssttaattee;;
11
  tthhee  bbiisshhooppss  aanndd  cchhiieeff  

eecccclleessiiaassttiiccss  ssaatt  iinn  tthhee  nnaattiioonnaall  ccoouunncciillss,,  wwhhiicchh  mmeett  ttoo  sseettttllee  tthhee  mmoosstt  iimmppoorrttaanntt  

bbuussiinneessss  ooff  tthhee  rreeaallmm,,  rraattiiffiieedd  tthhee  eelleeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  kkiinngg  aanndd  ccllaaiimmeedd  tthhee  rriigghhtt  ttoo  

ddeeppoossee  hhiimm  iiff  hhee  rreeffuusseedd  ttoo  aabbiiddee  bbyy  tthheeiirr  ddeeccrreeeess..  TThhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  cclleerrggyy  ttooookk  

aaddvvaannttaaggee  ooff  tthheeiirr  ppoowweerr  ttoo  ppeerrsseeccuuttee  tthhee  JJeewwss,,  wwhhoo  ffoorrmmeedd  aa  vveerryy  llaarrggee  

ccoommmmuunniittyy  iinn  SSppaaiinn;;  eeddiiccttss  ooff  aa  bbrruuttaallllyy  sseevveerree  cchhaarraacctteerr  wweerree  ppaasssseedd  aaggaaiinnsstt  

ssuucchh  aass  rreeffuusseedd  ttoo  bbee  bbaappttiisseedd;;
22
  aanndd  tthheeyy  ccoonnsseeqquueennttllyy  hhaaiilleedd  tthhee  iinnvvaaddiinngg  AArraabbss  

AArraabbss  aass  tthheeiirr  ddeelliivveerreerrss  ffrroomm  ssuucchh  ccrruueell  oopppprreessssiioonn,,  tthheeyy  ggaarrrriissoonneedd  tthhee  

ccaappttuurreedd  cciittiieess  oonn  bbeehhaallff  ooff  tthhee  ccoonnqquueerroorr  aanndd  ooppeenneedd  tthhee  ggaatteess  ooff  ttoowwnnss  tthhaatt  

wweerree  bbeeiinngg  bbeessiieeggeedd..
33
  

TThhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  rreecceeiivveedd  aass  wwaarrmm  aa  wweellccoommee  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssllaavveess,,  wwhhoossee  

ccoonnddiittiioonn  uunnddeerr  tthhee  GGootthhiicc  rruullee  wwaass  aa  vveerryy  mmiisseerraabbllee  oonnee,,  aanndd  wwhhoossee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  

ooff  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  wwaass  ttoooo  ssuuppeerrffiicciiaall  ttoo  hhaavvee  aannyy  wweeiigghhtt  wwhheenn  ccoommppaarreedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  

lliibbeerrttyy  aanndd  nnuummeerroouuss  aaddvvaannttaaggeess  tthheeyy  ggaaiinneedd,,  bbyy  tthhrroowwiinngg  iinn  tthheeiirr  lloott  wwiitthh  tthhee  

MMuusslliimmss..  

TThheessee  ddoowwnn--ttrrooddddeenn  ssllaavveess  wweerree  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ccoonnvveerrttss  ttoo  IIssllaamm  iinn  SSppaaiinn..  TThhee  

                                                           

1 Baudissin, p. 22. 

2 Helfferich, p. 68. 

3 Makkarī, vol. i. pp. 280-2. 
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rreemmnnaannttss  ooff  tthhee  hheeaatthheenn  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  wwhhiicchh  wwee  ffiinndd  mmeennttiioonn  aass  llaattee  aass  AA..DD..  

669933,,
11
  pprroobbaabbllyy  ffoolllloowweedd  tthheeiirr  eexxaammppllee..  MMaannyy  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  nnoobblleess,,  aallssoo,,  

wwhheetthheerr  ffrroomm  ggeennuuiinnee  ccoonnvviiccttiioonn  oorr  ffrroomm  ootthheerr  mmoottiivveess,,  eemmbbrraacceedd  tthhee  nneeww  

ccrreeeedd..
22
  MMaannyy  ccoonnvveerrttss  wweerree  wwoonn,,  ttoooo,,  ffrroomm  tthhee  lloowweerr  aanndd  mmiiddddllee  ccllaasssseess,,  wwhhoo  

mmaayy  wweellll  hhaavvee  eemmbbrraacceedd  IIssllaamm,,  nnoott  mmeerreellyy  oouuttwwaarrddllyy,,  bbuutt  ffrroomm  ggeennuuiinnee  

ccoonnvviiccttiioonn,,  ttuurrnniinngg  ttoo  iitt  ffrroomm  aa  rreelliiggiioonn  wwhhoossee  mmiinniisstteerrss  hhaadd  lleefftt  tthheemm  iillll--

iinnssttrruucctteedd  aanndd  uunnccaarreedd  ffoorr,,  aanndd  bbuussiieedd  wwiitthh  wwoorrllddllyy  aammbbiittiioonnss  hhaadd  pplluunnddeerreedd  

aanndd  oopppprreesssseedd  tthheeiirr  fflloocckkss..
33
  HHaavviinngg  oonnccee  bbeeccoommee  MMuusslliimmss,,  tthheessee  SSppaanniisshh  

ccoonnvveerrttss  sshhoowweedd  tthheemmsseellvveess  zzeeaalloouuss  aaddhheerreennttss  ooff  tthheeiirr  aaddoopptteedd  ffaaiitthh,,  aanndd  tthheeyy  

aanndd  tthheeiirr  cchhiillddrreenn  jjooiinneedd  tthheemmsseellvveess  ttoo  tthhee  PPuurriittaann  ppaarrttyy  ooff  tthhee  rriiggiidd  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  tthheeoollooggiiaannss  aass  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  ccaarreelleessss  aanndd  lluuxxuurriioouuss  lliiffee  ooff  tthhee  AArraabb  

aarriissttooccrraaccyy..
44
  

AAtt  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ccoonnqquueesstt  tthhee  oolldd  GGootthhiicc  vviirrttuueess  aarree  ssaaiidd  

bbyy  CChhrriissttiiaann  hhiissttoorriiaannss  ttoo  hhaavvee  ddeecclliinneedd  aanndd  ggiivveenn  ppllaaccee  ttoo  eeffffeemmiinnaaccyy  aanndd  

ccoorrrruuppttiioonn,,  ssoo  tthhaatt  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  rruullee  aappppeeaarreedd  ttoo  tthheemm  ttoo  bbee  aa  ppuunniisshhmmeenntt  

sseenntt  ffrroomm  GGoodd  oonn  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  hhaadd  ggoonnee  aassttrraayy  iinnttoo  tthhee  ppaatthhss  ooff  vviiccee;;
55
  bbuutt  ssuucchh  aa  

ssttaatteemmeenntt  iiss  ttoooo  ffrreeqquueenntt  aa  ccoommmmoonnppllaaccee  ooff  tthhee  eecccclleessiiaassttiiccaall  hhiissttoorriiaann  ttoo  bbee  

aacccceepptteedd  iinn  tthhee  aabbsseennccee  ooff  ccoonntteemmppoorraarryy  eevviiddeennccee..
66
  

BBuutt  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  aass  ttiimmee  wweenntt  oonn,,  mmaatttteerrss  ddoo  nnoott  sseeeemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  mmeennddeedd  

tthheemmsseellvveess;;  aanndd  wwhheenn  CChhrriissttiiaann  bbiisshhooppss  ttooookk  ppaarrtt  iinn  tthhee  rreevveellss  ooff  tthhee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ccoouurrtt,,  wwhheenn  eeppiissccooppaall  sseeeess  wweerree  ppuutt  uupp  ttoo  aauuccttiioonn  aanndd  ppeerrssoonnss  

ssuussppeecctteedd  ttoo  bbee  aatthheeiissttss  aappppooiinntteedd  aass  sshheepphheerrddss  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthhffuull,,  aanndd  tthheessee  iinn  tthheeiirr  

ttuurrnn  bbeessttoowweedd  tthhee  ooffffiiccee  ooff  tthhee  pprriieesstthhoooodd  oonn  llooww  aanndd  uunnwwoorrtthhyy  ppeerrssoonnss,,
77
  wwee  

mmaayy  wweellll  ssuuppppoossee  tthhaatt  iitt  wwaass  nnoott  oonnllyy  iinn  tthhee  pprroovviinnccee  ooff  EEllvviirraa
88
  tthhaatt  CChhrriissttiiaannss  

ttuurrnneedd  ffrroomm  aa  rreelliiggiioonn,,  tthhee  ccoorrrruupptt  lliivveess  ooff  wwhhoossee  mmiinniisstteerrss  hhaadd  bbrroouugghhtt  iitt  iinnttoo  

ddiissccrreeddiitt,,
99
  aanndd  ssoouugghhtt  aa  mmoorree  ccoonnggeenniiaall  aattmmoosspphheerree  ffoorr  tthhee  mmoorraall  aanndd  ssppiirriittuuaall  

lliiffee  iinn  tthhee  ppaallee  ooff  IIssllaamm..  

HHaadd  eecccclleessiiaassttiiccaall  wwrriitteerrss  ccaarreedd  ttoo  cchhrroonniiccllee  tthheemm,,  SSppaaiinn  wwoouulldd  ddoouubbttlleessss  

bbee  ffoouunndd  ttoo  ooffffeerr  iinnssttaanncceess  ooff  mmaannyy  aa  mmaann  lleeaavviinngg  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  CChhuurrcchh  lliikkee  

                                                           

1 Baudissin, p. 7. 

2 Dozy (2), tome ii. pp. 45-6. 

3 A. Müller, vol. ii. p. 463. 

4 Dozy (2), tome ii. pp. 44-6. 

5 So St. Boniface (A.D. 745, Epist. lxii.). "Sicut aliis gentibus Hispaniæ et Provincæ et Burgundionum populis 

contigit, quæ sic a Deo recedentes fornicatæ sunt, donec index omnipotens talium criminum ultrices pœnas per 

ignorantiam legis Dei et per Saracenos venire et sævire permisit." (Migne: Patr. Lat., tom. lxxxix. p. 761.) 

Eulogius: lib. i. § 30. "In cuius (i.e. gentis Saracenicæ) ditione nostro compellente facinore sceptrum Hispaniæ 

translatum est." (Migne: Patr. Lat., tom. cxv. p. 761.) Similarly Alvar (2), § 18. "Et probare nostro vitio inlatum 

intentabo flagellum. Nostra hæc, fratres, nostra desidia peperit mala, nostra impuritas, nostra levitas, nostra 

morum obscœnitas . . . unde tradidit nos Dominus qui iustitiam diligit, et cuius vultus æquitatem decernit, ipsi 

bestiæ conrodendos " (pp. 531-2). 

6 Dozy (3), tome i. pp. 15-20.    Whishaw, pp. 38, 44. 

7 Samson, pp. 377-8, 381. 

8 Dozy (2), tome ii. p. 210. 

9 Bishop Egila, who was sent to Southern Spain by Pope Hadrian I, towards the end of the eighth century, on a 

mission to counteract the growing influence of Muslim thought, denounces the Spanish priests who lived in 

concubinage with married women.    (Helfferich, p. 83.) 
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BBooddoo,,  aa  ddeeaaccoonn  aatt  tthhee  FFrreenncchh  ccoouurrtt  iinn  tthhee  rreeiiggnn  ooff  LLoouuiiss  tthhee  PPiioouuss,,  wwhhoo  iinn  AA..DD..  

883388  bbeeccaammee  aa  JJeeww,,  iinn  oorrddeerr  tthhaatt  ((aass  hhee  ssaaiidd)),,  ffoorrssaakkiinngg  hhiiss  ssiinnffuull  lliiffee,,  hhee  mmiigghhtt  ""  

aabbiiddee  sstteeaaddffaasstt  iinn  tthhee  llaaww  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd..""
11
    

IItt  iiss  vveerryy  ppoossssiibbllee,,  ttoooo,,  tthhaatt  tthhee  lliinnggeerriinngg  rreemmaaiinnss  ooff  tthhee  oolldd  GGootthhiicc  

AArriiaanniissmm——ooff  wwhhiicchh,,  iinnddeeeedd,,  tthheerree  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ssoommee  sslliigghhtt  rreevviivvaall  iinn  tthhee  SSppaanniisshh  

CChhuurrcchh  jjuusstt  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  AArraabb  ccoonnqquueesstt
22
——mmaayy  hhaavvee  pprreeddiissppoosseedd  mmeenn''ss  mmiinnddss  ttoo  

aacccceepptt  tthhee  nneeww  ffaaiitthh  wwhhoossee  CChhrriissttoollooggyy  wwaass  iinn  ssuucchh  cclloossee  aaggrreeeemmeenntt  wwiitthh  AArriiaann  

ddooccttrriinnee,,
33
  aanndd  aa  llaatteerr  aaggee  mmaayy  hhaavvee  wwiittnneesssseedd  ppaarraalllleellss  ttoo  tthhaatt  cchhaannggee  ooff  ffaaiitthh  

wwhhiicchh  iiss  tthhee  eeaarrlliieesstt  rreeccoorrddeedd  iinnssttaannccee  ooff  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ttoo  IIssllaamm  iinn  wweesstteerrnn  EEuurrooppee  

aanndd  ooccccuurrrreedd  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  AArraabb  iinnvvaassiioonn  ooff  SSppaaiinn——  nnaammeellyy  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  aa  

GGrreeeekk  nnaammeedd  TThheeooddiisscclluuss,,  wwhhoo  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  SStt..  IIssiiddoorree  ((oobb..  AA..DD..  663366))  aass  

AArrcchhbbiisshhoopp  ooff  SSeevviillllee;;  hhee  wwaass  aaccccuusseedd  ooff  hheerreessyy,,  ffoorr  mmaaiinnttaaiinniinngg  tthhaatt  JJeessuuss  wwaass  

nnoott  oonnee  GGoodd  iinn  uunniittyy  wwiitthh  tthhee  FFaatthheerr  aanndd  tthhee  HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt,,  bbuutt  wwaass  rraatthheerr  SSoonn  ooff  

GGoodd  bbyy  aaddooppttiioonn;;  hhee  wwaass  aaccccoorrddiinnggllyy  ccoonnddeemmnneedd  bbyy  aann  eecccclleessiiaassttiiccaall  ssyynnoodd,,  

ddeepprriivveedd  ooff  hhiiss  aarrcchhbbiisshhoopprriicc  aanndd  ddeeggrraaddeedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  pprriieesstthhoooodd..  WWhheerreeuuppoonn  hhee  

wweenntt  oovveerr  ttoo  tthhee  AArraabbss  aanndd  eemmbbrraacceedd  IIssllaamm  aammoonngg  tthheemm..
44
  

OOff  ffoorrcceedd  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  oorr  aannyytthhiinngg  lliikkee  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  iinn  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  ddaayyss  ooff  tthhee  

AArraabb  ccoonnqquueesstt,,  wwee  hheeaarr  nnootthhiinngg..  IInnddeeeedd,,  iitt  wwaass  pprroobbaabbllyy  iinn  aa  ggrreeaatt  mmeeaassuurree  tthheeiirr  

ttoolleerraanntt  aattttiittuuddee  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  rreelliiggiioonn  tthhaatt  ffaacciilliittaatteedd  tthheeiirr  rraappiidd  

aaccqquuiissiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy..  TThhee  oonnllyy  ccoommppllaaiinntt  tthhaatt  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ccoouulldd  bbrriinngg  

aaggaaiinnsstt  tthheeiirr  nneeww  rruulleerrss  ffoorr  ttrreeaattiinngg  tthheemm  ddiiffffeerreennttllyy  ttoo  tthheeiirr  nnoonn--CChhrriissttiiaann  

ssuubbjjeeccttss,,  wwaass  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  hhaadd  ttoo  ppaayy  tthhee  uussuuaall  ccaappiittaattiioonn--ttaaxx  ooff  ffoorrttyy--eeiigghhtt  ddiirrhhaammss  

ffoorr  tthhee  rriicchh,,  ttwweennttyy--ffoouurr  ffoorr  tthhee  mmiiddddllee  ccllaasssseess,,  aanndd  ttwweellvvee  ffoorr  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  mmaaddee  

tthheeiirr  lliivviinngg  bbyy  mmaannuuaall  llaabboouurr  ::  tthhiiss,,  aass  bbeeiinngg  iinn  lliieeuu  ooff  mmiilliittaarryy  sseerrvviiccee,,  wwaass  

lleevviieedd  oonnllyy  oonn  tthhee  aabbllee--bbooddiieedd  mmaalleess,,  ffoorr  wwoommeenn,,  cchhiillddrreenn,,  mmoonnkkss,,  tthhee  hhaalltt,,  aanndd  

tthhee  bblliinndd,,  aanndd  tthhee  ssiicckk,,  mmeennddiiccaannttss  aanndd  ssllaavveess  wweerree  eexxeemmpptteedd  tthheerreeffrroomm;;
55
  iitt  mmuusstt  

mmuusstt  mmoorreeoovveerr  hhaavvee  aappppeeaarreedd  tthhee  lleessss  oopppprreessssiivvee  aass  bbeeiinngg  ccoolllleecctteedd  bbyy  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaann  ooffffiicciiaallss  tthheemmsseellvveess..
66
  

EExxcceepptt  iinn  tthhee  ccaassee  ooff  ooffffeenncceess  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  rreelliiggiioouuss  llaaww,,  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaannss  wweerree  ttrriieedd  bbyy  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  jjuuddggeess  aanndd  iinn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  

llaawwss..
77
  TThheeyy  wweerree  lleefftt  uunnddiissttuurrbbeedd  iinn  tthhee  eexxeerrcciissee  ooff  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn;;

88
  tthhee  ssaaccrriiffiiccee  

                                                           

1Alvari Cordubensis, Epist. xix. "Ob meritum æternæ retributionis devovi me sedulum in lege Domini 

consistere." (Migne: Patr. Lat., tom. cxxi. p. 512.) 

2 Helfferich, pp. 79-80. 

3"Bedenkt man nun, wie wichtig gerade die alttestamentliche Idee des Prophetenthums in der Christologie des 

germanischen Arianismus nachklang und auch nach der Annahme des katholischen Dogmas in dem religiösen 

Bewusstsein der Westgothen haften blieb, so wird man es sehr erklärich finden, dass unmittelbar nach dem 

Einfall der Araber die verwandten Vorstell-ungen des Mohammedanismus unter den geknechteten Christen 

auftauchten."    (Helfferich, p. 82.) 

4 Lucæ Diaconi Tudensis Chronicon Mundi. (Andreas Schottus: Hispaniæ Illustratæ, tom. iv. p. 53.) 

(Francofurti, 1603-8.) 

5 Dozy (2), tome ii. p. 41. Whishaw, p. 17. 

6 Dozy (2), tome ii. p. 39. 

7 Baudissin, pp. 11-13, I96. 

8 Eulogius: Mem. Sanct., lib. i. § 30, " inter ipsos sine molestia fidei degimus " (p. 761). Id., ib., lib. i. § 18, " 

Quos nulla præsidialis violentia fidem suam negare compulit, nec a cultu sanctæ piæque religionis amovit " (p. 
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ooff  tthhee  mmaassss  wwaass  ooffffeerreedd,,  wwiitthh  tthhee  sswwiinnggiinngg  ooff  cceennsseerrss,,  tthhee  rriinnggiinngg  ooff  tthhee  bbeellll,,  

aanndd  aallll  tthhee  ootthheerr  ssoolleemmnniittiieess  ooff  tthhee  CCaatthhoolliicc  rriittuuaall;;  tthhee  ppssaallmmss  wweerree  cchhaanntteedd  iinn  

tthhee  cchhooiirr,,  sseerrmmoonnss  pprreeaacchheedd  ttoo  tthhee  ppeeooppllee,,  aanndd  tthhee  ffeessttiivvaallss  ooff  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh  

oobbsseerrvveedd  iinn  tthhee  uussuuaall  mmaannnneerr..  TThheeyy  ddoo  nnoott  aappppeeaarr  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ccoonnddeemmnneedd,,  lliikkee  

tthheeiirr  ccoo--rreelliiggiioonniissttss  iinn  SSyyrriiaa  aanndd  EEggyypptt,,  ttoo  wweeaarr  aa  ddiissttiinnccttiivvee  ddrreessss  aass  ssiiggnn  ooff  

tthheeiirr  hhuummiilliiaattiioonn,,  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  nniinntthh  cceennttuurryy  aatt  lleeaasstt,,  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  llaaiittyy  wwoorree  tthhee  

ssaammee  kkiinndd  ooff  ccoossttuummee  aass  tthhee  AArraabbss..
11
  TThheeyy  wweerree  aatt  oonnee  ttiimmee  eevveenn  aalllloowweedd  ttoo  

bbuuiilldd  nneeww  cchhuurrcchheess..
22
  

WWee  rreeaadd  aallssoo  ooff  tthhee  ffoouunnddiinngg
33
  ooff  sseevveerraall  ffrreesshh  mmoonnaasstteerriieess  iinn  aaddddiittiioonn  ttoo  

tthhee  nnuummeerroouuss  ccoonnvveennttss  bbootthh  ffoorr  mmoonnkkss  aanndd  nnuunnss  tthhaatt  fflloouurriisshheedd  uunnddiissttuurrbbeedd  bbyy  

tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  rruulleerrss..  TThhee  mmoonnkkss  ccoouulldd  aappppeeaarr  ppuubblliiccllyy  iinn  tthhee  wwoooolllleenn  rroobbeess  

ooff  tthheeiirr  oorrddeerr  aanndd  tthhee  pprriieesstt  hhaadd  nnoo  nneeeedd  ttoo  ccoonncceeaall  tthhee  mmaarrkk  ooff  hhiiss  ssaaccrreedd  

ooffffiiccee,,
44
  nnoorr  aatt  tthhee  ssaammee  ttiimmee  ddiidd  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioouuss  pprrooffeessssiioonn  pprreevveenntt  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  

ffrroomm  bbeeiinngg  eennttrruusstteedd  wwiitthh  hhiigghh  ooffffiicceess  aatt  ccoouurrtt,,
55
  oorr  sseerrvviinngg  iinn  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  

aarrmmiieess..
66
  

CCeerrttaaiinnllyy  tthhoossee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  wwhhoo  ccoouulldd  rreeccoonncciillee  tthheemmsseellvveess  ttoo  tthhee  lloossss  ooff  

ppoolliittiiccaall  ppoowweerr  hhaadd  lliittttllee  ttoo  ccoommppllaaiinn  ooff,,  aanndd  iitt  iiss  vveerryy  nnoottiicceeaabbllee  tthhaatt  dduurriinngg  tthhee  

wwhhoollee  ooff  tthhee  eeiigghhtthh  cceennttuurryy  wwee  hheeaarr  ooff  oonnllyy  oonnee  aatttteemmpptt  aatt  rreevvoolltt  oonn  tthheeiirr  ppaarrtt,,  

nnaammeellyy  aatt  BBeejjaa,,  aanndd  iinn  tthhiiss  tthheeyy  aappppeeaarr  ttoo  hhaavvee  ffoolllloowweedd  tthhee  lleeaadd  ooff  aann  AArraabb  

cchhiieeff..
77
  TThhoossee  wwhhoo  mmiiggrraatteedd  iinnttoo  FFrreenncchh  tteerrrriittoorryy  iinn  oorrddeerr  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  mmiigghhtt  lliivvee  

uunnddeerr  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann  rruullee,,  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  ffaarreedd  nnoo  bbeetttteerr  tthhaann  tthhee  ccoo--rreelliiggiioonniissttss  tthheeyy  hhaadd  

lleefftt  bbeehhiinndd..  IInn  881122  CChhaarrlleemmaaggnnee  iinntteerrffeerreedd  ttoo  pprrootteecctt  tthhee  eexxiilleess  wwhhoo  hhaadd  

ffoolllloowweedd  hhiimm  oonn  hhiiss  rreettrreeaatt  ffrroomm  SSppaaiinn  ffrroomm  tthhee  eexxaaccttiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  iimmppeerriiaall  

ooffffiicceerrss..  TThhrreeee  yyeeaarrss  llaatteerr  LLoouuiiss  tthhee  PPiioouuss  hhaadd  ttoo  iissssuuee  aannootthheerr  eeddiicctt  oonn  tthheeiirr  

bbeehhaallff,,  iinn  ssppiittee  ooff  wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  hhaadd  ssoooonn  aaggaaiinn  ttoo  ccoommppllaaiinn  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  nnoobblleess  wwhhoo  

rroobbbbeedd  tthheemm  ooff  tthhee  llaannddss  tthhaatt  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  aassssiiggnneedd  ttoo  tthheemm..  BBuutt  tthhee  eevviill  wwaass  oonnllyy  

cchheecckkeedd  ffoorr  aa  lliittttllee  ttiimmee  ttoo  bbrreeaakk  oouutt  aaffrreesshh,,  aanndd  aallll  tthhee  eeddiiccttss  ppaasssseedd  oonn  tthheeiirr  

bbeehhaallff  ddiidd  nnoott  aavvaaiill  ttoo  mmaakkee  tthhee  lloott  ooff  tthheessee  uunnffoorrttuunnaattee  eexxiilleess  mmoorree  ttoolleerraabbllee,,  

aanndd  iinn  tthhee  CCaaggoottss  ((ii..ee..  ccaanneess  GGootthhii)),,  aa  ddeessppiisseedd  aanndd  iillll--ttrreeaatteedd  ccllaassss  ooff  llaatteerr  

ttiimmeess,,  wwee  pprroobbaabbllyy  mmeeeett  aaggaaiinn  tthhee  SSppaanniisshh  ccoolloonnyy  tthhaatt  fflleedd  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  MMuusslliimm  

                                                                                                                                                                                     

751).   John of Gorz (who visited Spain about the middle of the tenth century) § 124, " (Christiani), qui in regno 

eius libere divinis suisque rebus utebantur." 

A Spanish bishop thus described the condition of the Christians to John of Gorz. "Peccatis ad hæc 

devoluti sumus, ut paganorum subiaceamus ditioni. Resistere potestati verbo prohibemur apostoli. Tantum hoc 

unum relictum est solatii, quod in tantæ calamitatis malo legibus nos propriis uti non prohibent; qui quos 

diligentes Christianitatis viderint observatores, colunt et amplectuntur, simul ipsorum convictu delectantur. Pro 

tempore igitur hoc videmur tenere consilii, ut quia religionis nulla infertur iactura, cetera eis obsequamur, 

iussisque eorum in quantum fidem non impediunt obtemperemus " § 122 (p. 302). 

1 Baudissin, pp. 16-17. 

2 Eulogius, ob. 859 (Mem. Sanct. lib. iii. c 3) speaks of churches recently erected   (ecclesias nuper structas).    

The chronicle falsely ascribed to Luitprand records the erection of a church at Cordova in 895 (p. 1113). 

3 Eulogius: Mem. Sanct., lib. iii. c. 11 (p. 812). 

4 Baudissin, p. 16. 

5 Id. p. 21, and John of Gorz, § 128 (p. 306). 

6 Whishaw, pp. 272, 301. 

7 Dozy (2), tome1 ii. p. 42. 
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rruullee  ttoo  tthhrrooww  tthheemmsseellvveess  uuppoonn  tthhee  mmeerrccyy  ooff  tthheeiirr  CChhrriissttiiaann  ccoo--rreelliiggiioonniissttss..
11
  

TThhee  ttoolleerraattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ttoowwaarrddss  iittss  CChhrriissttiiaann  

ssuubbjjeeccttss  iinn  SSppaaiinn  aanndd  tthhee  ffrreeeeddoomm  ooff  iinntteerrccoouurrssee  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  aaddhheerreennttss  ooff  tthhee  

ttwwoo  rreelliiggiioonnss  bbrroouugghhtt  aabboouutt  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  aammoouunntt  ooff  aassssiimmiillaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  ttwwoo  ccoomm--

mmuunniittiieess..  IInntteerr--mmaarrrriiaaggeess  bbeeccaammee  ffrreeqquueenntt;;
22
  IIssiiddoorree  ooff  BBeejjaa,,  wwhhoo  ffiieerrcceellyy  

iinnvveeiigghhss  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ccoonnqquueerroorrss,,  rreeccoorrddss  tthhee  mmaarrrriiaaggee  ooff  ''AAbbdd  aall--''AAzzīīzz,,  

tthhee  ssoonn  ooff  MMūūssāā,,  wwiitthh  tthhee  wwiiddooww  ooff  KKiinngg  RRooddeerriicc,,  wwiitthhoouutt  aa  wwoorrdd  ooff  bbllaammee..
33
  

MMaannyy  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  aaddoopptteedd  AArraabb  nnaammeess,,  aanndd  iinn  oouuttwwaarrdd  oobbsseerrvvaanncceess  

iimmiittaatteedd  ttoo  ssoommee  eexxtteenntt  tthheeiirr  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  nneeiigghhbboouurrss,,  ee..gg..  mmaannyy  wweerree  

cciirrccuummcciisseedd,,
44
  aanndd  iinn  mmaatttteerrss  ooff  ffoooodd  aanndd  ddrriinnkk  ffoolllloowweedd  tthhee  pprraaccttiiccee  ooff  tthhee  ""  

uunnbbaappttiizzeedd  ppaaggaannss..""
55
  

TThhee  vveerryy  tteerrmm  MMuuzzaarraabbeess  ((ii..ee..  mmuusstt''aarriibbīīnn  oorr  AArraabbiicciisseedd))  aapppplliieedd  ttoo  tthhee  

SSppaanniisshh  CChhrriissttiiaannss  lliivviinngg  uunnddeerr  AArraabb  rruullee,,  iiss  ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  ooff  tthhee  tteennddeenncciieess  tthhaatt  

wweerree  aatt  wwoorrkk..  TThhee  ssttuuddyy  ooff  AArraabbiicc  vveerryy  rraappiiddllyy  bbeeggaann  ttoo  ddiissppllaaccee  tthhaatt  ooff  LLaattiinn  

tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy,,
66
  ssoo  tthhaatt  tthhee  llaanngguuaaggee  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  tthheeoollooggyy  ccaammee  

ggrraadduuaallllyy  ttoo  bbee  nneegglleecctteedd  aanndd  ffoorrggootttteenn..  EEvveenn  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  hhiigghheerr  cclleerrggyy  

rreennddeerreedd  tthheemmsseellvveess  rriiddiiccuulloouuss  bbyy  tthheeiirr  iiggnnoorraannccee  ooff  ccoorrrreecctt  LLaattiinniittyy..
77
  IItt  ccoouulldd  

hhaarrddllyy  bbee  eexxppeecctteedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  llaaiittyy  wwoouulldd  eexxhhiibbiitt  mmoorree  zzeeaall  iinn  ssuucchh  aa  mmaatttteerr  tthhaann  

tthhee  cclleerrggyy,,  aanndd  iinn  885544  aa  SSppaanniisshh  wwrriitteerr  bbrriinnggss  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ccoommppllaaiinntt  aaggaaiinnsstt  

hhiiss  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffeellllooww--ccoouunnttrryymmeenn  ::——""  WWhhiillee  wwee  aarree  iinnvveessttiiggaattiinngg  tthheeiirr  ((ii..  ee..  tthhee  

MMuusslliimm))  ssaaccrreedd  oorrddiinnaanncceess  aanndd  mmeeeettiinngg  ttooggeetthheerr  ttoo  ssttuuddyy  tthhee  sseeccttss  ooff  tthheeiirr  

pphhiilloossoopphheerrss——oorr  rraatthheerr  pphhiilloo--bbrraaggggeerrss——nnoott  ffoorr  tthhee  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  rreeffuuttiinngg  tthheeiirr  

eerrrroorrss,,  bbuutt  ffoorr  tthhee  eexxqquuiissiittee  cchhaarrmm  aanndd  ffoorr  tthhee  eellooqquueennccee  aanndd  bbeeaauuttyy  ooff  tthheeiirr  

llaanngguuaaggee——nneegglleeccttiinngg  tthhee  rreeaaddiinngg  ooff  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurreess,,  wwee  aarree  bbuutt  sseettttiinngg  uupp  aass  aann  

iiddooll  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  bbeeaasstt..  ((AAppoocc..  xxiiiiii..  1188..))  WWhheerree  nnoowwaaddaayyss  ccaann  wwee  ffiinndd  aannyy  

lleeaarrnneedd  llaayymmaann  wwhhoo,,  aabbssoorrbbeedd  iinn  tthhee  ssttuuddyy  ooff  tthhee  HHoollyy  SSccrriippttuurreess,,  ccaarreess  ttoo  llooookk  

aatt  tthhee  wwoorrkkss  ooff  aannyy  ooff  tthhee  LLaattiinn  FFaatthheerrss??  WWhhoo  iiss  tthheerree  wwiitthh  aannyy  zzeeaall  ffoorr  tthhee  

wwrriittiinnggss  ooff  tthhee  EEvvaannggeelliissttss,,  oorr  tthhee  PPrroopphheettss,,  oorr  AAppoossttlleess??  OOuurr  CChhrriissttiiaann  yyoouunngg  

mmeenn,,  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  eelleeggaanntt  aaiirrss  aanndd  fflluueenntt  ssppeeeecchh,,  aarree  sshhoowwyy  iinn  tthheeiirr  ddrreessss  aanndd  

ccaarrrriiaaggee,,  aanndd  aarree  ffaammeedd  ffoorr  tthhee  lleeaarrnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  ggeennttiilleess;;  iinnttooxxiiccaatteedd  wwiitthh  AArraabb  

eellooqquueennccee  tthheeyy  ggrreeeeddiillyy  hhaannddllee,,  eeaaggeerrllyy  ddeevvoouurr  aanndd  zzeeaalloouussllyy  ddiissccuussss  tthhee  bbooookkss  

ooff  tthhee  CChhaallddeeaannss  ((ii..ee..  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss)),,  aanndd  mmaakkee  tthheemm  kknnoowwnn  bbyy  pprraaiissiinngg  tthheemm  

                                                           

1 Baudissin, pp. 96-7. 

2 See the letter of Pope Hadrian I to the Spanish bishops : ' Porro diversa capitula quæ ex illis audivimus 

partibus, id est, quod multi dicentes se catholicos esse, communem vitam gerentes cum Iudæis et non baptizatis 

paganis, tam in escis quamque in potu et in diversis erroribus nihil pollui se inquiunt : et illud quod inhibitum 

est, ut nulli liceat iugum ducere cum infidelibus, ipsi enim filias suas cum alio benedicent, et sic populo gentili 

tradentur." (Migne : Patr. Lat., tome xcviii. p. 385.) 

3 Isidori Pacensis Chronicon, § 42 (p. 1266). 

4 Alvar: Indic. Lum., § 35 (p. 53).    John of Gorz, § 123 (p. 303). 

5 Letter of Hadrian I, p. 385.    John of Gorz, § 123 (p. 303). 

6 Some Arabic verses of a Christian poet of the eleventh century are still extant, which exhibit considerable skill 

in handling the language and metre.    (Von Schack, II. 95.) 

7 Abbot Samson gives us specimens of the bad Latin written by some of the ecclesiastics of his time, e.g. "Cum 

contempti essemus simplicitas christiana," but his correction is hardly much better, " contenti essemus 

simplicitati christianæ " (pp. 404, 406). 
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wwiitthh  eevveerryy  fflloouurriisshh  ooff  rrhheettoorriicc,,  kknnoowwiinngg  nnootthhiinngg  ooff  tthhee  bbeeaauuttyy  ooff  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh''ss  

lliitteerraattuurree,,  aanndd  llooookkiinngg  ddoowwnn  wwiitthh  ccoonntteemmpptt  oonn  tthhee  ssttrreeaammss  ooff  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh  tthhaatt  

ffllooww  ffoorrtthh  ffrroomm  PPaarraaddiissee;;  aallaass!!  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  aarree  ssoo  iiggnnoorraanntt  ooff  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  llaaww,,  

tthhee  LLaattiinnss  ppaayy  ssoo  lliittttllee  aatttteennttiioonn  ttoo  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  llaanngguuaaggee,,  tthhaatt  iinn  tthhee  wwhhoollee  

CChhrriissttiiaann  fflloocckk  tthheerree  iiss  hhaarrddllyy  oonnee  mmaann  iinn  aa  tthhoouussaanndd  wwhhoo  ccaann  wwrriittee  aa  lleetttteerr  ttoo  

iinnqquuiirree  aafftteerr  aa  ffrriieenndd''ss  hheeaalltthh  iinntteelllliiggiibbllyy,,  wwhhiillee  yyoouu  mmaayy  ffiinndd  aa  ccoouunnttlleessss  rraabbbbllee  

ooff  aallll  kkiinnddss  ooff  tthheemm  wwhhoo  ccaann  lleeaarrnneeddllyy  rroollll  oouutt  tthhee  ggrraannddiillooqquueenntt  ppeerriiooddss  ooff  tthhee  

CChhaallddeeaann  ttoonngguuee..  TThheeyy  ccaann  eevveenn  mmaakkee  ppooeemmss,,  eevveerryy  lliinnee  eennddiinngg  wwiitthh  tthhee  ssaammee  

lleetttteerr,,  wwhhiicchh  ddiissppllaayy  hhiigghh  fflliigghhttss  ooff  bbeeaauuttyy  aanndd  mmoorree  sskkiillll  iinn  hhaannddlliinngg  mmeettrree  tthhaann  

tthhee  ggeennttiilleess  tthheemmsseellvveess  ppoosssseessss..""
11
    

IInn  ffaacctt  tthhee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  LLaattiinn  ssoo  mmuucchh  ddeecclliinneedd  iinn  oonnee  ppaarrtt  ooff  SSppaaiinn  tthhaatt  

iitt  wwaass  ffoouunndd  nneecceessssaarryy  ttoo  ttrraannssllaattee  tthhee  aanncciieenntt  CCaannoonnss  ooff  tthhee  SSppaanniisshh  CChhuurrcchh  

aanndd  tthhee  BBiibbllee  iinnttoo  AArraabbiicc  ffoorr  tthhee  uussee  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss..
22
  

WWhhiillee  tthhee  bbrriilllliiaanntt  lliitteerraattuurree  ooff  tthhee  AArraabbss  eexxeerrcciisseedd  ssuucchh  aa  ffaasscciinnaattiioonn  aanndd  

wwaass  ssoo  zzeeaalloouussllyy  ssttuuddiieedd,,  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ddeessiirreedd  aann  eedduuccaattiioonn  iinn  CChhrriissttiiaann  lliitteerraattuurree  

hhaadd  lliittttllee  mmoorree  tthhaann  tthhee  mmaatteerriiaallss  tthhaatt  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  eemmppllooyyeedd  iinn  tthhee  ttrraaiinniinngg  ooff  tthhee  

bbaarrbbaarriicc  GGootthhss,,  aanndd  ccoouulldd  wwiitthh  ddiiffffiiccuullttyy  ffiinndd  tteeaacchheerrss  ttoo  iinndduucctt  tthheemm  eevveenn  iinnttoo  

tthhiiss  llooww  lleevveell  ooff  ccuullttuurree..  AAss  ttiimmee  wweenntt  oonn  tthhiiss  wwaanntt  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  eedduuccaattiioonn  

iinnccrreeaasseedd  mmoorree  aanndd  mmoorree..  IInn  11112255  tthhee  MMuuzzaarraabbeess  wwrroottee  ttoo  KKiinngg  AAllffoonnssoo  ooff  

AArraaggoonn  ::  ""  WWee  aanndd  oouurr  ffaatthheerrss  hhaavvee  uupp  ttoo  tthhiiss  ttiimmee  bbeeeenn  bbrroouugghhtt  uupp  aammoonngg  tthhee  

ggeennttiilleess,,  aanndd  hhaavviinngg  bbeeeenn  bbaappttiisseedd,,  ffrreeeellyy  oobbsseerrvvee  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  oorrddiinnaanncceess;;  bbuutt  

wwee  hhaavvee  nneevveerr  hhaadd  iitt  iinn  oouurr  ppoowweerr  ttoo  bbee  ffuullllyy  iinnssttrruucctteedd  iinn  oouurr  ddiivviinnee  rreelliiggiioonn;;  

ffoorr,,  ssuubbjjeecctt  aass  wwee  aarree  ttoo  tthhee  iinnffiiddeellss  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  lloonngg  oopppprreesssseedd  uuss,,  wwee  hhaavvee  nneevveerr  

vveennttuurreedd  ttoo  aasskk  ffoorr  tteeaacchheerrss  ffrroomm  RRoommee  oorr  FFrraannccee;;  aanndd  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  nneevveerr  ccoommee  ttoo  

uuss  ooff  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  aaccccoorrdd  oonn  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  tthhee  bbaarrbbaarriittyy  ooff  tthhee  hheeaatthheenn  wwhhoomm  wwee  

oobbeeyy..""
33
    

FFrroomm  ssuucchh  cclloossee  iinntteerrccoouurrssee  wwiitthh  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  aanndd  ssoo  ddiilliiggeenntt  aa  ssttuuddyy  ooff  

tthheeiirr  lliitteerraattuurree——wwhheenn  wwee  ffiinndd  eevveenn  ssoo  bbiiggootteedd  aann  ooppppoonneenntt  ooff  IIssllaamm  aass  AAllvvaarr
44
  

aacckknnoowwlleeddggiinngg  tthhaatt  tthhee  QQuurr''āānn  wwaass  ccoommppoosseedd  iinn  ssuucchh  eellooqquueenntt  aanndd  bbeeaauuttiiffuull  

llaanngguuaaggee  tthhaatt  eevveenn  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ccoouulldd  nnoott  hheellpp  rreeaaddiinngg  aanndd  aaddmmiirriinngg  iitt——wwee  

sshhoouulldd  nnaattuurraallllyy  eexxppeecctt  ttoo  ffiinndd  ssiiggnnss  ooff  aa  rreelliiggiioouuss  iinnfflluueennccee::  aanndd  ssuucchh  iinnddeeeedd  iiss  

tthhee  ccaassee..  EElliippaanndduuss,,  bbiisshhoopp  ooff  TToolleeddoo  ((oobb..  881100)),,  aann  eexxppoonneenntt  ooff  tthhee  hheerreessyy  ooff  

AAddooppttiioonniissmm——aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  MMaann  CChhrriisstt  JJeessuuss  wwaass  SSoonn  ooff  GGoodd  bbyy  

aaddooppttiioonn  aanndd  nnoott  bbyy  nnaattuurree——iiss  eexxpprreessssllyy  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  aarrrriivveedd  aatt  tthheessee  hheerreettiiccaall  

vviieewwss  tthhrroouugghh  hhiiss  ffrreeqquueenntt  aanndd  cclloossee  iinntteerrccoouurrssee  wwiitthh  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss..
55
  TThhiiss  

nneeww  ddooccttrriinnee  aappppeeaarrss  ttoo  hhaavvee  sspprreeaadd  qquuiicckkllyy  oovveerr  aa  ggrreeaatt  ppaarrtt  ooff  SSppaaiinn,,  wwhhiillee  iitt  

wwaass  ssuucccceessssffuullllyy  pprrooppaaggaatteedd  iinn  SSeeppttiimmaanniiaa,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  uunnddeerr  FFrreenncchh  pprrootteeccttiioonn,,  

                                                           

1 Alvar: Indic. Lum., § 35 (pp. 554-6). 

2 Von Schack, vol. ii. p. 96. 

3 Orderic Vitalis, p. 928. 

4 Alvar: Ind. Lum.. § 29. " Compositionem verborum, et preces omnium eius membrorum quotidie pro eo 

eleganti facundia, et venusto confectas eloquio, nos hodie per eorum volumina et oculis legimus et plerumque 

miramur." (Migne : Patr. Lat., tome cxxi. p. 546.) 

5 Enhueber, § 26, p. 353. 
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bbyy  FFeelliixx,,  bbiisshhoopp  ooff  UUrrggeell  iinn  CCaattaalloonniiaa..
11
  FFeelliixx  wwaass  bbrroouugghhtt  bbeeffoorree  aa  ccoouunncciill,,  

pprreessiiddeedd  oovveerr  bbyy  CChhaarrlleemmaaggnnee,,  aanndd  mmaaddee  ttoo  aabbjjuurree  hhiiss  eerrrroorr,,  bbuutt  oonn  hhiiss  rreettuurrnn  ttoo  

SSppaaiinn  hhee  rreellaappsseedd  iinnttoo  hhiiss  oolldd  hheerreessyy,,  ddoouubbttlleessss  ((aass  wwaass  ssuuggggeesstteedd  bbyy  PPooppee  LLeeoo  

IIIIII  aatt  tthhee  ttiimmee))  oowwiinngg  ttoo  hhiiss  iinntteerrccoouurrssee  wwiitthh  tthhee  ppaaggaannss  ((mmeeaanniinngg  tthheerreebbyy  tthhee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss))  wwhhoo  hheelldd  ssiimmiillaarr  vviieewwss..
22
  WWhheenn  pprroommiinneenntt  cchhuurrcchhmmeenn  wweerree  ssoo  

pprrooffoouunnddllyy  iinnfflluueenncceedd  bbyy  tthheeiirr  ccoonnttaacctt  wwiitthh  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss,,  wwee  mmaayy  jjuuddggee  tthhaatt  

tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  IIssllaamm  uuppoonn  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ooff  SSppaaiinn  wwaass  vveerryy  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee,,  

iinnddeeeedd  iinn  AA..DD..  993366  aa  ccoouunncciill  wwaass  hheelldd  aatt  TToolleeddoo  ttoo  ccoonnssiiddeerr  tthhee  bbeesstt  mmeeaannss  ooff  

pprreevveennttiinngg  tthhiiss  iinntteerrccoouurrssee  ffrroomm  ccoonnttaammiinnaattiinngg  tthhee  ppuurriittyy  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh..
33
    

IItt  mmaayy  rreeaaddiillyy  bbee  uunnddeerrssttoooodd  hhooww  tthheessee  iinnfflluueenncceess  ooff  IIssllaammiicc  tthhoouugghhtt  aanndd  

pprraaccttiiccee——aaddddeedd  ttoo  ddeeffiinniittee  eeffffoorrttss  aatt  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn
44
——wwoouulldd  lleeaadd  ttoo  mmuucchh  mmoorree  

tthhaann  aa  mmeerree  aapppprrooxxiimmaattiioonn  aanndd  wwoouulldd  vveerryy  ssppeeeeddiillyy  sswweellll  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  

ccoonnvveerrttss  ttoo  IIssllaamm  ssoo  tthhaatt  tthheeiirr  ddeesscceennddaannttss,,  tthhee  ssoo--ccaalllleedd  MMuuwwaallllaaddss——aa  tteerrmm  

ddeennoottiinngg  tthhoossee  nnoott  ooff  AArraabb  bblloooodd——ssoooonn  ffoorrmmeedd  aa  llaarrggee  aanndd  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ppaarrttyy  iinn  

tthhee  ssttaattee,,  iinnddeeeedd  tthhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy,,
55
  aanndd  aass  eeaarrllyy  aass  

tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  nniinntthh  cceennttuurryy  wwee  rreeaadd  ooff  aatttteemmppttss  mmaaddee  bbyy  tthheemm  ttoo  sshhaakkee  

ooffff  tthhee  AArraabb  rruullee,,  aanndd  oonn  sseevveerraall  ooccccaassiioonnss  llaatteerr  tthheeyy  ccoommee  ffoorrwwaarrdd  aaccttiivveellyy  aass  aa  

nnaattiioonnaall  ppaarrttyy  ooff  SSppaanniisshh  MMuusslliimmss..  

WWee  hhaavvee  lliittttllee  oorr  nnoo  ddeettaaiillss  ooff  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthheessee  NNeeww--

MMuusslliimmss..  IInnssttaanncceess  aappppeeaarreedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  ooccccuurrrreedd  rriigghhtt  uupp  ttoo  tthhee  llaasstt  ddaayyss  ooff  

MMuusslliimm  rruullee,,  ffoorr  wwhheenn  tthhee  aarrmmyy  ooff  FFeerrddiinnaanndd  aanndd  IIssaabbeellllaa  ccaappttuurreedd  MMaallaaggaa  iinn  

11448877,,  iitt  iiss  rreeccoorrddeedd  tthhaatt  aallll  tthhee  rreenneeggaaddee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ffoouunndd  iinn  tthhee  cciittyy  wweerree  

ttoorrttuurreedd  ttoo  ddeeaatthh  wwiitthh  sshhaarrpp--ppooiinntteedd  rreeeeddss,,  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  ccaappiittuullaattiioonn  tthhaatt  sseeccuurreedd  

tthhee  ssuubbmmiissssiioonn  ooff  PPuurrcchheennaa  ttwwoo  yyeeaarrss  llaatteerr,,  aann  eexxpprreessss  pprroommiissee  wwaass  mmaaddee  tthhaatt  

rreenneeggaaddeess  wwoouulldd  nnoott  bbee  ffoorrcceedd  ttoo  rreettuurrnn  ttoo  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy..
66
  SSoommee  ffeeww  aappoossttaattiisseedd  

ttoo  eessccaappee  tthhee  ppaayymmeenntt  ooff  ssoommee  ppeennaallttyy  iinnfflliicctteedd  bbyy  tthhee  llaaww--ccoouurrttss..
77
  BBuutt  tthhee  

mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrttss  wweerree  nnoo  ddoouubbtt  wwoonn  oovveerr  bbyy  tthhee  iimmppoossiinngg  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  

tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  IIssllaamm  iittsseellff,,  pprreesseenntteedd  ttoo  tthheemm  aass  iitt  wwaass  wwiitthh  aallll  tthhee  ggllaammoouurr  ooff  aa  

bbrriilllliiaanntt  cciivviilliissaattiioonn,,  hhaavviinngg  aa  ppooeettrryy,,  aa  pphhiilloossoopphhyy  aanndd  aann  aarrtt  wweellll  ccaallccuullaatteedd  ttoo  

aattttrraacctt  tthhee  rreeaassoonn  aanndd  ddaazzzzllee  tthhee  iimmaaggiinnaattiioonn  ::  wwhhiillee  iinn  tthhee  llooffttyy  cchhiivvaallrryy  ooff  tthhee  

AArraabbss  tthheerree  wwaass  ffrreeee  ssccooppee  ffoorr  tthhee  eexxhhiibbiittiioonn  ooff  mmaannllyy  pprroowweessss  aanndd  tthhee  kknniigghhttllyy  

vviirrttuueess——aa  ccaarreeeerr  cclloosseedd  ttoo  tthhee  ccoonnqquueerreedd  SSppaanniiaarrddss  tthhaatt  rreemmaaiinneedd  ttrruuee  ttoo  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh..  AAggaaiinn,,  tthhee  lleeaarrnniinngg  aanndd  lliitteerraattuurree  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  mmuusstt  hhaavvee  

                                                           

1 Helfferich, p. 88. 

2"Postmodum transgressus legem Dei, fugiens ad paganos consentaneos, periuratus effectus est."    Frobenii 

dissertatio de hæresi Elipandi et Felicis, § xxiv.    (Migne : Patr. Lat., tome ci. p. 313.) 

3 Pseudo-Luitprandi Chronicon, § 341 (p. 1115). " Basilius Toletanum concilium contrahit; quo providetur, ne 

Christiani detrimentum acciperent convictu Saracenorum." 

4 There is little record of such, but they seem referred to in the following sentences of Eulogius (Liber 

Apologeticus Martyrum, § 20), on Muḥ ammad :   " Cuius  quidem  erroris  insaniam,   prædicationis  

deliramenta,   et impiæ novitatis præcepta quisquis catholicorum cognoscere cupit, evidentius ab eiusdem sectæ 

cultoribus perscrutando advertet.    Quoniam sacrum se quidpiam tenere et credere autumantes, non modo 

privatis, sed apertis vocibus vatis sui dogmata prædicant."    (Migne :  Patr. Lat., tome cxv. p. 862.) 

5 Dozy (2), tome ii. p. 53. 

6 Lea, The Moriscos, pp. 17, 18. 

7 Samson, p. 379. 
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aappppeeaarreedd  vveerryy  ppoooorr  aanndd  mmeeaaggrree  wwhheenn  ccoommppaarreedd  wwiitthh  tthhaatt  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss,,  tthhee  

ssttuuddyy  ooff  wwhhiicchh  mmaayy  wweellll  bbyy  iittsseellff  hhaavvee  sseerrvveedd  aass  aann  iinncceennttiivvee  ttoo  tthhee  aaddooppttiioonn  ooff  

tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn..  BBeessiiddeess,,  ttoo  tthhee  ddeevvoouutt  mmiinndd  IIssllaamm  iinn  SSppaaiinn  ccoouulldd  ooffffeerr  tthhee  

aattttrraaccttiioonnss  ooff  aa  ppiioouuss  aanndd  zzeeaalloouuss  PPuurriittaann  ppaarrttyy  wwiitthh  tthhee  oorrtthhooddooxx  MMuusslliimm  

tthheeoollooggiiaannss  aatt  iittss  hheeaadd,,  wwhhiicchh  aatt  ttiimmeess  hhaadd  aa  pprreeppoonnddeerraattiinngg  iinnfflluueennccee  iinn  tthhee  

ssttaattee  aanndd  ssttrruugggglleedd  eeaarrnneessttllyy  ttoowwaarrddss  aa  rreeffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  mmoorraallss..  

TTaakkiinngg  iinnttoo  ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn  tthhee  aarrddeenntt  rreelliiggiioouuss  ffeeeelliinngg  tthhaatt  aanniimmaatteedd  tthhee  

mmaassss  ooff  tthhee  SSppaanniisshh  MMuusslliimmss  aanndd  tthhee  pprroovvooccaattiioonn  tthhaatt  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ggaavvee  ttoo  tthhee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  tthhrroouugghh  tthheeiirr  ttrreeaacchheerroouuss  iinnttrriigguueess  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  ccoo--

rreelliiggiioonniissttss  oovveerr  tthhee  bboorrddeerr,,  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  SSppaaiinn  uunnddeerr  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  rruullee  iiss  

ssiinngguullaarrllyy  ffrreeee  ffrroomm  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn..  

WWiitthh  tthhee  eexxcceeppttiioonn  ooff  tthhrreeee  oorr  ffoouurr  ccaasseess  ooff  ggeennuuiinnee  mmaarrttyyrrddoomm,,  tthhee  oonnllyy  

aapppprrooaacchh  ttoo  aannyytthhiinngg  lliikkee  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  dduurriinngg  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ppeerriioodd  ooff  tthhee  AArraabb  rruullee  

iiss  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  iinn  tthhee  sseevveerree  mmeeaassuurreess  aaddoopptteedd  bbyy  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  

ttoo  rreepprreessss  tthhee  mmaaddnneessss  ffoorr  vvoolluunnttaarryy  mmaarrttyyrrddoomm  tthhaatt  bbrrookkee  oouutt  iinn  CCoorrddoovvaa  iinn  tthhee  

nniinntthh  cceennttuurryy..  AAtt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee  aa  ffaannaattiiccaall  ppaarrttyy  ccaammee  iinnttoo  eexxiisstteennccee  aammoonngg  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaannss  iinn  tthhiiss  ppaarrtt  ooff  SSppaaiinn  ((ffoorr  aappppaarreennttllyy  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  CChhuurrcchh  iinn  tthhee  rreesstt  ooff  

tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  hhaadd  nnoo  ssyymmppaatthhyy  wwiitthh  tthhee  mmoovveemmeenntt)),,  wwhhiicchh  sseett  iittsseellff  ooppeennllyy  aanndd  

uunnpprroovvookkeeddllyy  ttoo  iinnssuulltt  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  aanndd  bbllaasspphheemmee  tthheeiirr  PPrroopphheett,,  

wwiitthh  tthhee  ddeelliibbeerraattee  iinntteennttiioonn  ooff  iinnccuurrrriinngg  tthhee  ppeennaallttyy  ooff  ddeeaatthh  bbyy  ssuucchh  mmiissgguuiiddeedd  

aasssseerrttiioonn  ooff  tthheeiirr  CChhrriissttiiaann  bbiiggoottrryy..  

TThhiiss  ssttrraannggee  ppaassssiioonn  ffoorr  sseellff--iimmmmoollaattiioonn  ddiissppllaayyeedd  iittsseellff  mmaaiinnllyy  aammoonngg  

pprriieessttss,,  mmoonnkkss  aanndd  nnuunnss  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  yyeeaarrss  885500  aanndd  886600..  IItt  wwoouulldd  sseeeemm  tthhaatt  

bbrrooooddiinngg,,  iinn  tthhee  ssiilleennccee  ooff  tthheeiirr  ccllooiisstteerrss,,  oovveerr  tthhee  ddeecclliinnee  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  iinnfflluueennccee  

aanndd  tthhee  ddeeccaayy  ooff  rreelliiggiioouuss  zzeeaall,,  tthheeyy  wweenntt  ffoorrtthh  ttoo  wwiinn  tthhee  mmaarrttyyrr''ss  ccrroowwnn——ooff  

wwhhiicchh  tthhee  ttoolleerraattiioonn  ooff  tthheeiirr  iinnffiiddeell  rruulleerrss  wwaass  rroobbbbiinngg  tthheemm——bbyy  mmeeaannss  ooff  ffiieerrccee  

aattttaacckkss  oonn  IIssllaamm  aanndd  iittss  ffoouunnddeerr..  TThhuuss,,  ffoorr  eexxaammppllee,,  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  mmoonnkk,,  bbyy  nnaammee  

IIssaaaacc,,  ccaammee  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  QQāāddīī  aanndd  pprreetteennddeedd  tthhaatt  hhee  wwiisshheedd  ttoo  bbee  iinnssttrruucctteedd  iinn  tthhee  

ffaaiitthh  ooff  IIssllaamm;;  wwhheenn  tthhee  QQāāddīī  hhaadd  eexxppoouunnddeedd  ttoo  hhiimm  tthhee  ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  tthhee  

PPrroopphheett,,  hhee  bbuurrsstt  oouutt  wwiitthh  tthhee  wwoorrddss::  ""  HHee  hhaatthh  lliieedd  uunnttoo  yyoouu  ((mmaayy  tthhee  ccuurrssee  ooff  

GGoodd  ccoonnssuummee  hhiimm!!)),,  wwhhoo,,  ffuullll  ooff  wwiicckkeeddnneessss,,  hhaatthh  lleedd  ssoo  mmaannyy  mmeenn  iinnttoo  

ppeerrddiittiioonn,,  aanndd  ddoooommeedd  tthheemm  wwiitthh  hhiimmsseellff  ttoo  tthhee  ppiitt  ooff  hheellll..  FFiilllleedd  wwiitthh  SSaattaann  aanndd  

pprraaccttiissiinngg  SSaattaanniicc  jjuugggglleerryy,,  hhee  hhaatthh  ggiivveenn  yyoouu  aa  ccuupp  ooff  ddeeaaddllyy  wwiinnee  ttoo  wwoorrkk  

ddiisseeaassee  iinn  yyoouu,,  aanndd  wwiillll  eexxppiiaattee  hhiiss  gguuiilltt  wwiitthh  eevveerrllaassttiinngg  ddaammnnaattiioonn..  WWhhyy  ddoo  yyee  

nnoott,,  bbeeiinngg  eennddoowweedd  wwiitthh  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg,,  ddeelliivveerr  yyoouurrsseellvveess  ffrroomm  ssuucchh  ddaannggeerrss  ??  

WWhhyy  ddoo  yyee  nnoott,,  rreennoouunncciinngg  tthhee  uullcceerr  ooff  hhiiss  ppeessttiilleennttiiaall  ddooccttrriinneess,,  sseeeekk  tthhee  

eetteerrnnaall  ssaallvvaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  GGoossppeell  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  CChhrriisstt??""
11
  OOnn  aannootthheerr  ooccccaassiioonn  ttwwoo  

CChhrriissttiiaannss  ffoorrcceedd  tthheeiirr  wwaayy  iinnttoo  aa  mmoossqquuee  aanndd  tthheerree  rreevviilleedd  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  

rreelliiggiioonn,,  wwhhiicchh,,  tthheeyy  ddeeccllaarreedd,,  wwoouulldd  vveerryy  ssppeeeeddiillyy  bbrriinngg  uuppoonn  iittss  ffoolllloowweerrss  tthhee  

ddeessttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  hheellll--ffiirree..
22
  TThhoouugghh  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ssuucchh  ffaannaattiiccss  wwaass  nnoott  

                                                           

1 Eulogius : Mem. Sanct. Pref., § 2.   (Migne, tom. cxv. p. 737.) 

2 Id. c. xiii. (p. 794). 
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ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee,,
11
  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ggrreeww  aallaarrmmeedd,,  ffeeaarriinngg  tthhaatt  ssuucchh  

ccoonntteemmpptt  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  aauutthhoorriittyy  aanndd  ddiissrreeggaarrdd  ooff  tthheeiirr  llaawwss  aaggaaiinnsstt  bbllaasspphheemmyy,,  

aarrgguueedd  aa  wwiiddeesspprreeaadd  ddiissaaffffeeccttiioonn  aanndd  aa  ppoossssiibbllee  ggeenneerraall  iinnssuurrrreeccttiioonn,,  ffoorr  iinn  ffaacctt,,  

iinn  885533  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  II  hhaadd  ttoo  sseenndd  aann  aarrmmyy  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  aatt  TToolleeddoo,,  wwhhoo,,  

iinncciitteedd  bbyy  EEuullooggiiuuss,,  tthhee  cchhiieeff  aappoollooggiisstt  ooff  tthhee  mmaarrttyyrrss,,  hhaadd  rriisseenn  iinn  rreevvoolltt  oonn  tthhee  

nneewwss  ooff  tthhee  ssuuffffeerriinnggss  ooff  tthheeiirr  ccoo--rreelliiggiioonniissttss..
22
  HHee  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  oorrddeerreedd  aa  

ggeenneerraall  mmaassssaaccrree  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  bbuutt  wwhheenn  iitt  wwaass  ppooiinntteedd  oouutt  tthhaatt  nnoo  mmeenn  ooff  

aannyy  iinntteelllliiggeennccee  oorr  rraannkk  aammoonngg  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  hhaadd  ttaakkeenn  ppaarrtt  iinn  ssuucchh  ddooiinnggss
33
  ((ffoorr  

AAllvvaarr  hhiimmsseellff  ccoommppllaaiinnss  tthhaatt  tthhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  pprriieessttss  ccoonnddeemmnneedd  

tthhee  mmaarrttyyrrss
44
)),,  tthhee  kkiinngg  ccoonntteenntteedd  hhiimmsseellff  wwiitthh  ppuuttttiinngg  iinnttoo  ffoorrccee  tthhee  eexxiissttiinngg  

llaawwss  aaggaaiinnsstt  bbllaasspphheemmyy  wwiitthh  tthhee  uuttmmoosstt  rriiggoouurr..  TThhee  mmooddeerraattee  ppaarrttyy  iinn  tthhee  

CChhuurrcchh  sseeccoonnddeedd  tthhee  eeffffoorrttss  ooff  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt;;  tthhee  bbiisshhooppss  aannaatthheemmaattiisseedd  tthhee  

ffaannaattiiccss,,  aanndd  aann  eecccclleessiiaassttiiccaall  ccoouunncciill  tthhaatt  wwaass  hheelldd  iinn  885522  ttoo  ddiissccuussss  tthhee  mmaatttteerr  

aaggrreeeedd  uuppoonn  mmeetthhooddss  ooff  rreepprreessssiioonn
55
  tthhaatt  eevveennttuuaallllyy  qquuaasshheedd  tthhee  mmoovveemmeenntt..  OOnnee  

oorr  ttwwoo  iissoollaatteedd  ccaasseess  ooff  mmaarrttyyrrddoomm  aarree  rreeccoorrddeedd  llaatteerr——tthhee  llaasstt  iinn  998833,,  aafftteerr  

wwhhiicchh  tthheerree  wwaass  nnoonnee  aass  lloonngg  aass  tthhee  AArraabb  rruullee  llaasstteedd  iinn  SSppaaiinn..
66
  

BBuutt  uunnddeerr  tthhee  BBeerrbbeerr  ddyynnaassttyy  ooff  tthhee  AAllmmoorraavviiddss  aatt  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  

ttwweellfftthh  cceennttuurryy,,  tthheerree  wwaass  aann  oouuttbbuurrsstt  ooff  ffaannaattiicciissmm  oonn  tthhee  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  tthheeoollooggiiccaall  

zzeeaalloottss  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  hhaadd  ttoo  ssuuffffeerr  aalloonngg  wwiitthh  tthhee  JJeewwss  aanndd  

tthhee  lliibbeerraall  sseeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn——tthhee  pphhiilloossoopphheerrss,,  tthhee  ppooeettss  

aanndd  tthhee  mmeenn  ooff  lleetttteerrss..  BBuutt  ssuucchh  iinncciiddeennttss  aarree  eexxcceeppttiioonnss  ttoo  tthhee  ggeenneerraallllyy  ttoolleerraanntt  

cchhaarraacctteerr  ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  rruulleerrss  ooff  SSppaaiinn  ttoowwaarrddss  tthheeiirr  CChhrriissttiiaann  ssuubbjjeeccttss..  

OOnnee  ooff  tthhee  SSppaanniisshh  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  wwhhoo  wwaass  ddrriivveenn  oouutt  ooff  hhiiss  nnaattiivvee  

ccoouunnttrryy  iinn  tthhee  llaasstt  eexxppuullssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  MMoorriissccooeess  iinn  11661100,,  wwhhiillee  pprrootteessttiinngg  aaggaaiinnsstt  

tthhee  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  IInnqquuiissiittiioonn,,  mmaakkeess  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  vviinnddiiccaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

ttoolleerraattiioonn  ooff  hhiiss  ccoo--rreelliiggiioonniissttss::  ""  DDiidd  oouurr  vviiccttoorriioouuss  aanncceessttoorrss  eevveerr  oonnccee  aatttteemmpptt  

ttoo  eexxttiirrppaattee  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  oouutt  ooff  SSppaaiinn,,  wwhheenn  iitt  wwaass  iinn  tthheeiirr  ppoowweerr  ??    DDiidd  tthheeyy  nnoott  

ssuuffffeerr  yyoouurr  ffoorreeffaatthheerrss  ttoo  eennjjooyy  tthhee  ffrreeee  uussee  ooff  tthheeiirr  rriitteess  aatt  tthhee  ssaammee  ttiimmee  tthhaatt  

tthheeyy  wwoorree  tthheeiirr  cchhaaiinnss??  IIss  nnoott  tthhee  aabbssoolluuttee  iinnjjuunnccttiioonn  ooff  oouurr  PPrroopphheett,,  tthhaatt  

                                                           

1 The number of the martyrs is said not to have exceeded forty. (W. H. Prescott: History of the Reign of 

Ferdinand and Isabella, vol. i. p. 342, n.) (London 1846.) 

2 Dozy (2), tome ii. pp. 161-2. 

3 Eulogius : Mem. Sanct. I, iii. c. vii. (p. 805). " Pro eo quod nullus sapiens, nemo urbanus, nullusque procerum 

Christianorum huiusce modi rem perpetrasset, idcirco non debere universos perimere asserebant, quos non præit 

personalis dux ad prælium." 

4 Alvar : Ind. Lum., § 14. " Nonne ipsi qui videbantur columnæ, qui putabantur Ecclesiaæ petræ, qui 

credebantur electi, nullo cogente, nemine provocante, iudicem adierunt, et in præsentia Cynicorum, imo 

Epicureorum, Dei martyres infamaverunt ? Nonne pastores Christi, doctores Ecclesiæ, episcopi, abbates, 

presbyteri, proceres et magnati, hæreticos eos esse publice clamaverunt ? et publica professione sine 

desquisitione, absque interrogatione,  quæ nec imminente mortis sententia erant  dicenda,   spontanea voluntate, 

et libero mentis arbitrio, protulerunt ? " (Migne : tom. cxxi. p. 529.) 

5 Alvar:  Indic. Lum., § 15. "Quid obtendendum est de illis quos ecclesiastice interdiximus, et a quibus ne 

aliquando ad martyrii surgerent palmam iuramentum extorsimus? quibus  errores  gentilium infringere vetuimus, 

et maledictum ne maledictionibus impeterent ? Evangelio et cruce educta vi iurare improbiter fecimus, imo 

feraliter et belluino terrore coegimus, minantes inaudita supplicia, et monstruosa promittentes truncationum 

membrorum varia et horrenda dictu audituve flagella ?"    (Migne: tom. cxxi. p. 530.) 

6 Baudissin, p. 199. 
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wwhhaatteevveerr  nnaattiioonn  iiss  ccoonnqquueerreedd  bbyy  MMuussaallmmaann  sstteeeell,,  sshhoouulldd,,  uuppoonn  tthhee  ppaayymmeenntt  ooff  aa  

mmooddeerraattee  aannnnuuaall  ttrriibbuuttee,,  bbee  ppeerrmmiitttteedd  ttoo  ppeerrsseevveerree  iinn  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  pprriissttiinnee  

ppeerrssuuaassiioonn,,  hhooww  aabbssuurrdd  ssooeevveerr,,  oorr  ttoo  eemmbbrraaccee  wwhhaatt  ootthheerr  bbeelliieeff  tthheeyy  tthheemmsseellvveess  

bbeesstt  aapppprroovveedd  ooff  ??  IIff  tthheerree  mmaayy  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ssoommee  eexxaammpplleess  ooff  ffoorrcceedd  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss,,  

tthheeyy  aarree  ssoo  rraarree  aass  ssccaarrccee  ttoo  ddeesseerrvvee  mmeennttiioonniinngg,,  aanndd  oonnllyy  aatttteemmpptteedd  bbyy  mmeenn  

wwhhoo  hhaadd  nnoott  tthhee  ffeeaarr  ooff  GGoodd,,  aanndd  tthhee  PPrroopphheett,,  bbeeffoorree  tthheeiirr  eeyyeess,,  aanndd  wwhhoo,,  iinn  ssoo  

ddooiinngg,,  hhaavvee  aacctteedd  ddiirreeccttllyy  aanndd  ddiiaammeettrriiccaallllyy  ccoonnttrraarryy  ttoo  tthhee  hhoollyy  pprreecceeppttss  aanndd  

oorrddiinnaanncceess  ooff  IIssllaamm  wwhhiicchh  ccaannnnoott,,  wwiitthhoouutt  ssaaccrriilleeggee,,  bbee  vviioollaatteedd  bbyy  aannyy  wwhhoo  

wwoouulldd  bbee  hheelldd  wwoorrtthhyy  ooff  tthhee  hhoonnoouurraabbllee  eeppiitthheett  ooff  MMuussuullmmaann..  ..  ..  ..  YYoouu  ccaann  

nneevveerr  pprroodduuccee,,  aammoonngg  uuss,,  aannyy  bbllooooddtthhiirrssttyy,,  ffoorrmmaall  ttrriibbuunnaall,,  oonn  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  

ddiiffffeerreenntt  ppeerrssuuaassiioonnss  iinn  ppooiinnttss  ooff  ffaaiitthh,,  tthhaatt  aannyywwiissee  aapppprrooaacchheess  yyoouurr  eexxeeccrraabbllee  

IInnqquuiissiittiioonn..  OOuurr  aarrmmss,,  iitt  iiss  ttrruuee,,  aarree  eevveerr  ooppeenn  ttoo  rreecceeiivvee  aallll  wwhhoo  aarree  ddiissppoosseedd  ttoo  

eemmbbrraaccee  oouurr  rreelliiggiioonn;;  bbuutt  wwee  aarree  nnoott  aalllloowweedd  bbyy  oouurr  ssaaccrreedd  QQuurr''āānn  ttoo  ttyyrraannnniissee    

oovveerr  ccoonnsscciieenncceess..      OOuurr  pprroosseellyytteess  hhaavvee    aallll  iimmaaggiinnaabbllee  eennccoouurraaggeemmeenntt,,  aanndd  

hhaavvee  nnoo  ssoooonneerr  pprrooffeesssseedd  GGoodd''ss  UUnniittyy  aanndd  HHiiss  AAppoossttllee''ss  mmiissssiioonn  bbuutt  tthheeyy  

bbeeccoommee  oonnee  ooff  uuss,,  wwiitthhoouutt  rreesseerrvvee;;  ttaakkiinngg  ttoo  wwiiffee  oouurr  ddaauugghhtteerrss,,  aanndd  bbeeiinngg  

eemmppllooyyeedd  iinn  ppoossttss  ooff  ttrruusstt,,  hhoonnoouurr  aanndd  pprrooffiitt;;  wwee  ccoonntteennttiinngg  oouurrsseellvveess  wwiitthh  oonnllyy  

oobblliiggiinngg  tthheemm  ttoo  wweeaarr  oouurr  hhaabbiitt,,  aanndd  ttoo  sseeeemm  ttrruuee  bbeelliieevveerrss  iinn  oouuttwwaarrdd  

aappppeeaarraannccee,,  wwiitthhoouutt  eevveerr  ooffffeerriinngg  ttoo  eexxaammiinnee  tthheeiirr  ccoonnsscciieenncceess,,  pprroovviiddeedd  tthheeyy  

ddoo  nnoott  ooppeennllyy  rreevviillee  oorr  pprrooffaannee  oouurr  rreelliiggiioonn  ::  iiff  tthheeyy  ddoo  tthhaatt,,  wwee  iinnddeeeedd  ppuunniisshh  

tthheemm  aass  tthheeyy  ddeesseerrvvee;;  ssiinnccee  tthheeiirr  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  wwaass  vvoolluunnttaarriillyy,,  aanndd  wwaass  nnoott  bbyy  

ccoommppuullssiioonn..""
11
  

TThhiiss  vveerryy  ssppiirriitt  ooff  ttoolleerraattiioonn  wwaass  mmaaddee  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  mmaaiinn  aarrttiicclleess  iinn  aann  

aaccccoouunntt  ooff  tthhee  ""AAppoossttaacciieess  aanndd  TTrreeaassoonnss  ooff  tthhee  MMoorriissccooeess,,""  ddrraawwnn  uupp  bbyy  tthhee  

AArrcchhbbiisshhoopp  ooff  VVaalleenncciiaa  iinn  11660022  wwhheenn  rreeccoommmmeennddiinngg  tthheeiirr  eexxppuullssiioonn  ttoo  PPhhiilliipp  

IIIIII,,  aass  ffoolllloowwss  ::  ""  TThhaatt  tthheeyy  ccoommmmeennddeedd  nnootthhiinngg  ssoo  mmuucchh  aass  tthhaatt  lliibbeerrttyy  ooff  

ccoonnsscciieennccee,,  iinn  aallll  mmaatttteerrss  ooff  rreelliiggiioonn,,  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  TTuurrkkss,,  aanndd  aallll  ootthheerr  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss,,  ssuuffffeerr  tthheeiirr  ssuubbjjeeccttss  ttoo  eennjjooyy""  
22
  

WWhhaatt  ddeeeepp  rroooottss  IIssllaamm  hhaadd  ssttrruucckk  iinn  tthhee  hheeaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  SSppaanniisshh  ppeeooppllee  mmaayy  

bbee  jjuuddggeedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  wwhheenn  tthhee  llaasstt  rreemmnnaanntt  ooff  tthhee  MMoorriissccooeess  wwaass  

eexxppeelllleedd  ffrroomm  SSppaaiinn  iinn  11661100,,  tthheessee  uunnffoorrttuunnaattee  ppeeooppllee  ssttiillll  cclluunngg  ttoo  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  

tthheeiirr  ffaatthheerrss,,  aalltthhoouugghh  ffoorr  mmoorree  tthhaann  aa  cceennttuurryy  tthheeyy  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ffoorrcceedd  ttoo  oouuttwwaarrddllyy  

ccoonnffoorrmm  ttoo  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  rreelliiggiioonn,,  aanndd  iinn  ssppiittee  ooff  tthhee  eemmiiggrraattiioonnss  tthhaatt  hhaadd  ttaakkeenn  

ppllaaccee  ssiinnccee  tthhee  ffaallll  ooff  GGrraannaaddaa,,  nneeaarrllyy  550000,,000000  aarree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  eexxppeelllleedd  aatt  

tthhaatt  ttiimmee..
33
  WWhhoollee  ttoowwnnss  aanndd  vviillllaaggeess  wweerree  ddeesseerrtteedd  aanndd  tthhee  hhoouusseess  ffeellll  iinnttoo  

rruuiinnss,,  tthheerree  bbeeiinngg  nnoo  oonnee  ttoo  rreebbuuiilldd  tthheemm..
44
  TThheessee  MMoorriissccooeess  wweerree  pprroobbaabbllyy  aallll  

ddeesscceennddaannttss  ooff  tthhee  oorriiggiinnaall  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  wwiitthh  lliittttllee  oorr  nnoo  aaddmmiixxttuurree  

ooff  AArraabb  bblloooodd;;  tthhee  rreeaassoonnss  tthhaatt  mmaayy  bbee  aadddduucceedd  iinn  ssuuppppoorrtt  ooff  tthhiiss  ssttaatteemmeenntt  aarree  

ttoooo  lleennggtthhyy  ttoo  bbee  ggiivveenn  hheerree;;  oonnee  ppooiinntt  oonnllyy  iinn  tthhee  eevviiddeennccee  mmaayy  bbee  mmeennttiioonneedd,,  

                                                           

1 Morgan, vol. ii. pp. 297-8, 345. 

2 Id. p. 310. 

3 Lea, The Moriscos, p. 259. 

4 Morgan, vol. ii. p. 337. 
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ddeerriivveedd  ffrroomm  aa  lleetttteerr  wwrriitttteenn  iinn  11331111,,  iinn  wwhhiicchh  iitt  iiss  ssttaatteedd  tthhaatt  ooff  tthhee  220000,,000000  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  tthheenn  lliivviinngg  iinn  tthhee  cciittyy  ooff  GGrraannaaddaa,,  nnoott  mmoorree  tthhaann  550000  wweerree  ooff  

AArraabb  ddeesscceenntt,,  aallll  tthhee  rreesstt  bbeeiinngg  ddeesscceennddaannttss  ooff  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  SSppaanniiaarrddss..
11
  FFiinnaallllyy,,  iitt  

iiss  ooff  iinntteerreesstt  ttoo  nnoottee  tthhaatt  eevveenn  uupp  ttoo  tthhee  llaasstt  ddaayyss  ooff  iittss  ppoowweerr  iinn  SSppaaiinn,,  IIssllaamm  

wwoonn  ccoonnvveerrttss  ttoo  tthhee  ffaaiitthh,,  ffoorr  tthhee  hhiissttoorriiaann,,  wwhheenn  wwrriittiinngg  ooff  eevveennttss  tthhaatt  ooccccuurrrreedd  

iinn  tthhee  yyeeaarr  11449999,,  sseevveenn  yyeeaarrss  aafftteerr  tthhee  ffaallll  ooff  GGrraannaaddaa,,  ddrraawwss  aatttteennttiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  ffaacctt  

tthhaatt  aammoonngg  tthhee  MMoooorrss  wweerree  aa  ffeeww  CChhrriissttiiaannss  wwhhoo  hhaadd  llaatteellyy  eemmbbrraacceedd  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  

ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett..
22
  

                                                           

1 Id. p. 289. 

2 Stirling-Maxwell, vol. i. p. 115. 
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CCHHAAPPTTEERR  VVII..  

  

TTHHEE    SSPPRREEAADD    OOFF    IISSLLAAMM    AAMMOONNGG    TTHHEE    CCHHRRIISSTTIIAANN    NNAATTIIOONNSS  IINN    

EEUURROOPPEE      UUNNDDEERR    TTHHEE    TTUURRKKSS..  

  

WWEE  ffiirrsstt  hheeaarr  ooff  tthhee  OOttttoommaann  TTuurrkkss  aatt  tthhee  ccoommmmeenncceemmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  

tthhiirrtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  wwhheenn  fflleeeeiinngg  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  MMoonnggoollss,,  ttoo  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  aabboouutt  

5500,,000000,,  tthheeyy  ccaammee  ttoo  tthhee  hheellpp  ooff  tthhee  SSuullttaann  ooff  IIccoonniiuumm,,  aanndd  iinn  rreettuurrnn  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  

sseerrvviicceess  bbootthh  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  MMoonnggoollss  aanndd  tthhee  GGrreeeekkss,,  hhaadd  aassssiiggnneedd  ttoo  tthheemm  aa  

ddiissttrriicctt  iinn  tthhee  nnoorrtthh--wweesstt  ooff  AAssiiaa  MMiinnoorr..  TThhiiss  wwaass  tthhee  nnuucclleeuuss  ooff  tthhee  ffuuttuurree  

OOttttoommaann  eemmppiirree,,  wwhhiicchh,,  iinnccrreeaassiinngg  aatt  ffiirrsstt  bbyy  tthhee  aabbssoorrppttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ppeettttyy  ssttaatteess  

iinnttoo  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  SSaalljjūūqq  TTuurrkkss  hhaadd  sspplliitt  uupp,,  aafftteerrwwaarrddss  ccrroosssseedd  oovveerr  iinnttoo  EEuurrooppee,,  

aannnneexxiinngg  kkiinnggddoomm  aafftteerr  kkiinnggddoomm,,  uunnttiill  iittss  vviiccttoorriioouuss  ggrroowwtthh  rreecceeiivveedd  aa  cchheecckk  

bbeeffoorree  tthhee  ggaatteess  ooff  VViieennnnaa  iinn  11668833..
11
  

FFrroomm  tthhee  eeaarrlliieesstt  ddaayyss  ooff  tthhee  eexxtteennssiioonn  ooff  tthheeiirr  kkiinnggddoomm  iinn  AAssiiaa  MMiinnoorr,,  

tthhee  OOttttoommaannss  eexxeerrcciisseedd  aauutthhoorriittyy  oovveerr  CChhrriissttiiaann  ssuubbjjeeccttss,,  bbuutt  iitt  wwaass  nnoott  uunnttiill  tthhee  

aanncciieenntt  ccaappiittaall  ooff  tthhee  EEaasstteerrnn  eemmppiirree  ffeellll  iinnttoo  tthheeiirr  hhaannddss  iinn  11445533  tthhaatt  tthhee  

rreellaattiioonnss  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  aanndd  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  CChhuurrcchh  wweerree  

ddeeffiinniitteellyy  eessttaabblliisshheedd  oonn  aa  ffiixxeedd  bbaassiiss..  OOnnee  ooff  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  sstteeppss  ttaakkeenn  bbyy  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  IIII,,  aafftteerr  tthhee  ccaappttuurree  ooff  CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee  aanndd  tthhee  rree--eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt  ooff  

oorrddeerr  iinn  tthhaatt  cciittyy,,  wwaass  ttoo  sseeccuurree  tthhee  aalllleeggiiaannccee  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  bbyy  pprrooccllaaiimmiinngg  

hhiimmsseellff  tthhee  pprrootteeccttoorr  ooff  tthhee  GGrreeeekk  CChhuurrcchh..  PPeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  wwaass  

ssttrriiccttllyy  ffoorrbbiiddddeenn;;  aa  ddeeccrreeee  wwaass  ggrraanntteedd  ttoo  tthhee  nneewwllyy  eelleecctteedd  ppaattrriiaarrcchh  wwhhiicchh  

sseeccuurreedd  ttoo  hhiimm  aanndd  hhiiss  ssuucccceessssoorrss  aanndd  tthhee  bbiisshhooppss  uunnddeerr  hhiimm,,  tthhee  eennjjooyymmeenntt  ooff  

tthhee  oolldd  pprriivviilleeggeess,,  rreevveennuueess  aanndd  eexxeemmppttiioonnss  eennjjooyyeedd  uunnddeerr  tthhee  ffoorrmmeerr  rruullee..  

GGeennnnaaddiiooss,,  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ppaattrriiaarrcchh  aafftteerr  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  ccoonnqquueesstt,,  rreecceeiivveedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  

hhaannddss  ooff  tthhee  SSuullttaann  hhiimmsseellff  tthhee  ppaassttoorraall  ssttaaffff,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  tthhee  ssiiggnn  ooff  hhiiss  ooffffiiccee,,  

ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  aa  ppuurrssee  ooff  aa  tthhoouussaanndd  ggoollddeenn  dduuccaattss  aanndd  aa  hhoorrssee  wwiitthh  ggoorrggeeoouuss  

ttrraappppiinnggss,,  oonn  wwhhiicchh  hhee  wwaass  pprriivviilleeggeedd  ttoo  rriiddee  wwiitthh  hhiiss  ttrraaiinn  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  cciittyy..
22
  

BBuutt  nnoott  oonnllyy  wwaass  tthhee  hheeaadd  ooff  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh  ttrreeaatteedd  wwiitthh  aallll  tthhee  rreessppeecctt  hhee  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  

aaccccuussttoommeedd  ttoo  rreecceeiivvee  ffrroomm  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  eemmppeerroorrss,,  bbuutt  ffuurrtthheerr  hhee  wwaass  iinnvveesstteedd  

wwiitthh  eexxtteennssiivvee  cciivviill  ppoowweerr..  TThhee  ppaattrriiaarrcchh''ss  ccoouurrtt  ssaatt  ttoo  ddeecciiddee  aallll  ccaasseess  bbeettwweeeenn  

GGrreeeekk  aanndd  GGrreeeekk  ::  iitt  ccoouulldd  iimmppoossee  ffiinneess,,  iimmpprriissoonn  ooffffeennddeerrss  iinn  aa  pprriissoonn  pprroovviiddeedd  

ffoorr  iittss  oowwnn  ssppeecciiaall  uussee,,  aanndd  iinn  ssoommee  ccaasseess  eevveenn  ccoonnddeemmnn  ttoo  ccaappiittaall  ppuunniisshhmmeenntt::  

wwhhiillee  tthhee  mmiinniisstteerrss  aanndd  ooffffiicciiaallss  ooff  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  wweerree  ddiirreecctteedd  ttoo  eennffoorrccee  iittss  

                                                           

1 This is no place to give a history of these territorial acquisitions, which may be briefly summed up thus. In 

1353 the Ottoman Turks first passed over into Europe and a few years later Adrianople was made their European 

capital. Under Bāyazīd (1389-1402), their dominions stretched from the Ægæan to the Danube, embracing all 

Bulgaria, Macedonia, Thessaly and Thrace, with the exception of Chalkidike and the district just round 

Constantinople. Murād II (1421-1451) occupied Chalkidike and pushed his conquests to the Adriatic. 

Muhammad II (1451-1481) by the overthrow of Constantinople, Albania, Bosnia and Servia, became master of 

the whole South-Eastern peninsula, with the exception of the parts of the coast held by Venice and Montenegro. 

Sulaymān II (1520-1566) added Hungary and made the Ægæan an Ottoman sea. In the seventeenth century Crete 

was won and Podolia ceded by Poland. 

2 Phrantzes, pp. 305-6. 
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jjuuddggmmeennttss..  TThhee  ccoommpplleettee  ccoonnttrrooll  ooff  ssppiirriittuuaall  aanndd  eecccclleessiiaassttiiccaall  mmaatttteerrss  ((iinn  wwhhiicchh  

tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt,,  uunnlliikkee  tthhee  cciivviill  ppoowweerr  ooff  tthhee  BByyzzaannttiinnee  eemmppiirree,,  nneevveerr  

iinntteerrffeerreedd)),,  wwaass  lleefftt  eennttiirreellyy  iinn  hhiiss  hhaannddss  aanndd  tthhoossee  ooff  tthhee  ggrraanndd  SSyynnoodd  wwhhiicchh  hhee  

ccoouulldd  ssuummmmoonn  wwhheenneevveerr  hhee  pplleeaasseedd;;  aanndd  hheerreebbyy  hhee  ccoouulldd  ddeecciiddee  aallll  mmaatttteerrss  ooff  

ffaaiitthh  aanndd  ddooggmmaa  wwiitthhoouutt  ffeeaarr  ooff  iinntteerrffeerreennccee  oonn  tthhee  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  ssttaattee..  AAss  aa  

rreeccooggnniisseedd  ooffffiicceerr  ooff  tthhee  iimmppeerriiaall  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt,,  hhee  ccoouulldd  ddoo  mmuucchh  ffoorr  tthhee  

aalllleevviiaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  oopppprreesssseedd,,  bbyy  bbrriinnggiinngg  tthhee  aaccttss  ooff  uunnjjuusstt  ggoovveerrnnoorrss  ttoo  tthhee  

nnoottiiccee  ooff  tthhee  SSuullttaann..  TThhee  GGrreeeekk  bbiisshhooppss  iinn  tthhee  pprroovviinncceess  iinn  tthheeiirr  ttuurrnn  wweerree  

ttrreeaatteedd  wwiitthh  ggrreeaatt  ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn  aanndd  wweerree  eennttrruusstteedd  wwiitthh  ssoo  mmuucchh  jjuurriissddiiccttiioonn  iinn  

cciivviill  aaffffaaiirrss,,  tthhaatt  uupp  ttoo  mmooddeerrnn  ttiimmeess  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  aacctteedd  iinn  tthheeiirr  ddiioocceesseess  aallmmoosstt  aass  

iiff  tthheeyy  wweerree  OOttttoommaann  pprreeffeeccttss  oovveerr  tthhee  oorrtthhooddooxx  ppooppuullaattiioonn,,  tthhuuss  ttaakkiinngg  tthhee  

ppllaaccee  ooff  tthhee  oolldd  CChhrriissttiiaann  aarriissttooccrraaccyy  wwhhiicchh  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  eexxtteerrmmiinnaatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  

ccoonnqquueerroorrss,,  aanndd  wwee  ffiinndd  tthhaatt  tthhee  hhiigghheerr  cclleerrggyy  wweerree  ggeenneerraallllyy  mmoorree  aaccttiivvee  aass  

TTuurrkkiisshh  aaggeennttss  tthhaann  aass  GGrreeeekk  pprriieessttss,,  aanndd  tthheeyy  aallwwaayyss  ttaauugghhtt  tthheeiirr  ppeeooppllee  tthhaatt  

tthhee  SSuullttaann  ppoosssseesssseedd  aa  ddiivviinnee  ssaannccttiioonn,,  aass  tthhee  pprrootteeccttoorr  ooff  tthhee  OOrrtthhooddooxx  CChhuurrcchh..  

AA  cchhaarrtteerr  wwaass  ssuubbsseeqquueennttllyy  ppuubblliisshheedd,,  sseeccuurriinngg  ttoo  tthhee  oorrtthhooddooxx  tthhee  uussee  ooff  ssuucchh  

cchhuurrcchheess  aass  hhaadd  nnoott  bbeeeenn  ccoonnffiissccaatteedd  ttoo  ffoorrmm  mmoossqquueess,,  aanndd  aauutthhoorriissiinngg  tthheemm  ttoo  

cceelleebbrraattee  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioouuss  rriitteess  ppuubblliiccllyy  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthheeiirr  nnaattiioonnaall  uussaaggeess..
11
  

CCoonnsseeqquueennttllyy,,  tthhoouugghh  tthhee  GGrreeeekkss  wweerree  nnuummeerriiccaallllyy  ssuuppeerriioorr  ttoo  tthhee  TTuurrkkss  

iinn  aallll  tthhee  EEuurrooppeeaann  pprroovviinncceess  ooff  tthhee  eemmppiirree,,  tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  ttoolleerraattiioonn  tthhuuss  ggrraanntteedd  

tthheemm,,  aanndd  tthhee  pprrootteeccttiioonn  ooff  lliiffee  aanndd  pprrooppeerrttyy  tthheeyy  eennjjooyyeedd,,  ssoooonn  rreeccoonncciilleedd  tthheemm  

ttoo  tthhee  cchhaannggee  ooff  mmaasstteerrss  aanndd  lleedd  tthheemm  ttoo  pprreeffeerr  tthhee  ddoommiinnaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  SSuullttaann  ttoo  

tthhaatt  ooff  aannyy  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppoowweerr..  IInnddeeeedd,,  iinn  mmaannyy  ppaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  tthhee  OOttttoommaann  

ccoonnqquueerroorrss  wweerree  wweellccoommeedd  bbyy  tthhee  GGrreeeekkss  aass  tthheeiirr  ddeelliivveerreerrss  ffrroomm  tthhee  rraappaacciioouuss  

aanndd  ttyyrraannnnoouuss  rruullee  ooff  tthhee  FFrraannkkss  aanndd  tthhee  VVeenneettiiaannss  wwhhoo  hhaadd  ssoo  lloonngg  ddiissppuutteedd  

wwiitthh  BByyzzaannttiiuumm  ffoorr  tthhee  ppoosssseessssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  PPeellooppoonnnneessooss  aanndd  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  aaddjjaacceenntt  

ppaarrttss  ooff  GGrreeeeccee;;  bbyy  iinnttrroodduucciinngg  iinnttoo  GGrreeeeccee  tthhee  ffeeuuddaall  ssyysstteemm,,  tthheessee  hhaadd  rreedduucceedd  

tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  tthhee  mmiisseerraabbllee  ccoonnddiittiioonn  ooff  sseerrffss,,  aanndd  aass  aalliieennss  iinn  ssppeeeecchh,,  rraaccee  aanndd  

ccrreeeedd,,  wweerree  hhaatteedd  bbyy  tthheeiirr  ssuubbjjeeccttss,,
22
  ttoo  wwhhoomm  aa  cchhaannggee  ooff  rruulleerrss,,  ssiinnccee  iitt  ccoouulldd  

nnoott  mmaakkee  tthheeiirr  ccoonnddiittiioonn  wwoorrssee,,  wwoouulldd  ooffffeerr  aa  ppoossssiibbllee  cchhaannccee  ooff  iimmpprroovviinngg  iitt,,  

aanndd  tthhoouugghh  tthheeiirr  ddeelliivveerreerrss  wweerree  lliikkeewwiissee  aalliieennss,,  yyeett  tthhee  iinnffiiddeell  TTuurrkk  wwaass  

iinnffiinniitteellyy  ttoo  bbee  pprreeffeerrrreedd  ttoo  tthhee  hheerreettiiccaall  CCaatthhoolliiccss..
33
  TThhee  GGrreeeekkss  wwhhoo  lliivveedd  uunnddeerr  

tthhee  iimmmmeeddiiaattee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  BByyzzaannttiinnee  ccoouurrtt,,  wweerree  eeqquuaallllyy  uunnlliikkeellyy  ttoo  bbee  

                                                           

1 Finlay, vol. iii. p. 522.    Pitzipios, seconde partie, p. 75.    M. d'Ohsson, vol. iii. p. 52-4.    Arminjon, vol. i. p. 

16. 

2 A traveller who visited Cyprus in 1508 draws the following picture of the tyranny of the Venetians in their 

foreign possessions :   " All the inhabitants of Cyprus are slaves to the Venetians, being obliged to pay to the 

state a third part of all their increase or income, whether the product of their ground or corn, wine, oil, or of their 

cattle, or any other thing. Besides, every man of them is bound to work for the state two days of the week 

wherever they shall please to appoint him : and if any shall fail, by reason of some other business of their own, 

or for indisposition of body, then they are made to pay a fine for as many days as they are absent from their 

work: and which is more, there is yearly some tax or other imposed on them, with which the poor common 

people are so flead and pillaged that they hardly have wherewithal to keep soul and body together.” (The Travels 

of Martin Baumgarten, p. 373.)    See also the passages quoted by Hackett, History of the Orthodox Church of 

Cyprus, p. 183. 

3 Finlay, vol. iii. p. 502. 
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aavveerrssee  ttoo  aa  cchhaannggee  ooff  rruulleerrss..  TThhee  ddeeggrraaddaattiioonn  aanndd  ttyyrraannnnyy  tthhaatt  cchhaarraacctteerriisseedd  tthhee  

ddyynnaassttyy  ooff  tthhee  PPaall?? oollooggii  aarree  ffrriigghhttffuull  ttoo  ccoonntteemmppllaattee..  ""AA  ccoorrrruupptt  aarriissttooccrraaccyy,,  aa  

ttyyrraannnniiccaall  aanndd  iinnnnuummeerraabbllee  cclleerrggyy,,  tthhee  oopppprreessssiioonn  ooff  ppeerrvveerrtteedd  llaaww,,  tthhee  

eexxaaccttiioonnss  ooff  aa  ddeessppiiccaabbllee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt,,  aanndd  ssttiillll  mmoorree,,  iittss  mmoonnooppoolliieess,,  iittss  

ffiissccaalliittyy,,  iittss  aarrmmiieess  ooff  ttaaxx  aanndd  ccuussttoomm  ccoolllleeccttoorrss,,  lleefftt  tthhee  ddeeggrraaddeedd  ppeeooppllee  nneeiitthheerr  

rriigghhttss  nnoorr  iinnssttiittuuttiioonnss,,  nneeiitthheerr  cchhaannccee  ooff  aammeelliioorraattiioonn  nnoorr  hhooppee  ooff  rreeddrreessss..""
11
  LLeesstt  

ssuucchh  aa  jjuuddggmmeenntt  aappppeeaarr  ddiiccttaatteedd  bbyy  aa  ssppiirriitt  ooff  ppaarrttyy  bbiiaass,,  aa  ccoonntteemmppoorraarryy  

aauutthhoorriittyy  mmaayy  bbee  aappppeeaalleedd  ttoo  iinn  ssuuppppoorrtt  ooff  iittss  ccoorrrreeccttnneessss..  TThhee  RRuussssiiaann  aannnnaalliissttss  

wwhhoo  ssppeeaakk  ooff  tthhee  ffaallll  ooff  CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee  bbrriinngg  aa  ssiimmiillaarr  iinnddiiccttmmeenntt  aaggaaiinnsstt  iittss  

ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt..  ""  WWiitthhoouutt  tthhee  ffeeaarr  ooff  tthhee  llaaww  aann  eemmppiirree  iiss  lliikkee  aa  sstteeeedd  wwiitthhoouutt  rreeiinnss..  

CCoonnssttaannttiinnee  aanndd  hhiiss  aanncceessttoorrss  aalllloowweedd  tthheeiirr  ggrraannddeeeess  ttoo  oopppprreessss  tthhee  ppeeooppllee;;  

tthheerree  wwaass  nnoo  mmoorree  jjuussttiiccee  iinn  tthheeiirr  llaaww  ccoouurrttss;;  nnoo  mmoorree  ccoouurraaggee  iinn  tthheeiirr  hheeaarrttss;;  

tthhee  jjuuddggeess  aammaasssseedd  ttrreeaassuurreess  ffrroomm  tthhee  tteeaarrss  aanndd  bblloooodd  ooff  tthhee  iinnnnoocceenntt;;  tthhee  GGrreeeekk  

ssoollddiieerrss  wweerree  pprroouudd  oonnllyy  ooff  tthhee  mmaaggnniiffiicceennccee  ooff  tthheeiirr  ddrreessss;;  tthhee  cciittiizzeennss  ddiidd  nnoott  

bblluusshh  aatt  bbeeiinngg  ttrraaiittoorrss;;  tthhee  ssoollddiieerrss  wweerree  nnoott  aasshhaammeedd  ttoo  ffllyy..  AAtt  lleennggtthh  tthhee  LLoorrdd  

ppoouurreedd  oouutt  HHiiss  tthhuunnddeerr  oonn  tthheessee  uunnwwoorrtthhyy  rruulleerrss,,  aanndd  rraaiisseedd  uupp  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd,,  

wwhhoossee  wwaarrrriioorrss  ddeelliigghhtt  iinn  bbaattttllee,,  aanndd  wwhhoossee  jjuuddggeess  ddoo  nnoott  bbeettrraayy  tthheeiirr  ttrruusstt..""
22
  

TThhiiss  llaasstt  iitteemm  ooff  pprraaiissee
33
  mmaayy  ssoouunndd  ssttrraannggee  iinn  tthhee  eeaarrss  ooff  aa  ggeenneerraattiioonn  tthhaatt  hhaass  

ccoonnssttaannttllyy  bbeeeenn  ccaalllleedd  uuppoonn  ttoo  pprrootteesstt  aaggaaiinnsstt  TTuurrkkiisshh  iinnjjuussttiiccee;;  bbuutt  iitt  iiss  cclleeaarrllyy  

aanndd  aabbuunnddaannttllyy  bboorrnnee  oouutt  bbyy  tthhee  tteessttiimmoonnyy  ooff  ccoonntteemmppoorraarryy  hhiissttoorriiaannss..  TThhee  

BByyzzaannttiinnee  hhiissttoorriiaann  wwhhoo  hhaass  hhaannddeedd  ddoowwnn  ttoo  uuss  tthhee  ssttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  ccaappttuurree  ooff  

CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee  tteellllss  uuss  hhooww  eevveenn  tthhee  iimmppeettuuoouuss  BBāāyyaazzīīdd  wwaass  lliibbeerraall  aanndd  

ggeenneerroouuss  ttoo  hhiiss  CChhrriissttiiaann  ssuubbjjeeccttss,,  aanndd  mmaaddee  hhiimmsseellff  eexxttrreemmeellyy  ppooppuullaarr  aammoonngg  

tthheemm  bbyy  aaddmmiittttiinngg  tthheemm  ffrreeeellyy  ttoo  hhiiss  ssoocciieettyy..
44
  MMuurrāādd  IIII  ddiissttiinngguuiisshheedd  hhiimmsseellff  bbyy  

hhiiss  aatttteennttiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn  ooff  jjuussttiiccee  aanndd  bbyy  hhiiss  rreeffoorrmmss  ooff  tthhee  aabbuusseess  

pprreevvaalleenntt  uunnddeerr  tthhee  GGrreeeekk  eemmppeerroorrss,,  aanndd  ppuunniisshheedd  wwiitthhoouutt  mmeerrccyy  tthhoossee  ooff  hhiiss  

ooffffiicciiaallss  wwhhoo  oopppprreesssseedd  aannyy  ooff  hhiiss  ssuubbjjeeccttss..
55
  FFoorr  aatt  lleeaasstt  aa  cceennttuurryy  aafftteerr  tthhee  ffaallll  

ooff  CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee  aa  sseerriieess  ooff  aabbllee  rruulleerrss  sseeccuurreedd,,  bbyy  aa  ffiirrmm  aanndd  vviiggoorroouuss  aaddmmiinnii--

ssttrraattiioonn,,  ppeeaaccee  aanndd  oorrddeerr  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthheeiirr  ddoommiinniioonnss,,  aanndd  aann  aaddmmiirraabbllee  cciivviill  aanndd  

jjuuddiicciiaall  oorrggaanniissaattiioonn,,  iiff  iitt  ddiidd  nnoott  pprroovviiddee  aann  aabbssoolluutteellyy  iimmppaarrttiiaall  jjuussttiiccee  ffoorr  

MMuusslliimmss  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaannss  aalliikkee,,  yyeett  ccaauusseedd  tthhee  GGrreeeekkss  ttoo  bbee  ffaarr  bbeetttteerr  ooffff  tthhaann  

tthheeyy  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  bbeeffoorree..  TThheeyy  wweerree  hhaarraasssseedd  bbyy  ffeewweerr  eexxaaccttiioonnss  ooff  ffoorrcceedd  llaabboouurr,,  

eexxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonnss  wweerree  rraarreellyy  lleevviieedd,,  aanndd  tthhee  ttaaxxeess  tthheeyy  ppaaiidd  wweerree  aa  

ttrriifflliinngg  bbuurrddeenn  ccoommppaarreedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  eennddlleessss  ffeeuuddaall  oobblliiggaattiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  FFrraannkkss  aanndd  

tthhee  ccoouunnttlleessss  eexxttoorrttiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  BByyzzaannttiinneess..  TThhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  ddoommiinniioonnss  wweerree  

cceerrttaaiinnllyy  bbeetttteerr  ggoovveerrnneedd  aanndd  mmoorree  pprroossppeerroouuss  tthhaann  mmoosstt  ppaarrttss  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  

EEuurrooppee,,  aanndd  tthhee  mmaassss  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  tthhee  ccuullttiivvaattiioonn  ooff  
                                                           

1 Urquhart, quoted by Clark :  Races of European Turkey, p. 82. 

2 Karamsin, vol. v. p. 437. 

3 Martin Crusius writes in the same spirit : " Et mirum est, inter barbaros, in tanta tantæ urbis colluvie, nullas 

cædes audiri, vim iniustam non ferri, ius cuivis dici. Ideo Constantinopolin Sultanus, Refugium totius orbis 

scribit : quod omnes miseri, ibi tutissime latent: quodque omnibus (tam infimis quam summis : tam Christianis 

quam infidelibus) iustitia administretur. ' (Turcogræcia, p. 487.) (Basileæ, 1584.) 

4 Phrantzes, p. 81. 

5 Phrantzes, p. 92. 
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tthhee  ssooiill  eennjjooyyeedd  aa  llaarrggeerr  mmeeaassuurree  ooff  pprriivvaattee  lliibbeerrttyy  aanndd  ooff  tthhee  ffrruuiittss  ooff  tthheeiirr  

llaabboouurr,,  uunnddeerr  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  SSuullttaann  tthhaann  tthheeiirr  ccoonntteemmppoorraarriieess  ddiidd  uunnddeerr  

tthhaatt  ooff  mmaannyy  CChhrriissttiiaann  mmoonnaarrcchhss..
11
  AA  ggrreeaatt  iimmppuullssee,,  ttoooo,,  wwaass  ggiivveenn  ttoo  tthhee  

ccoommmmeerriiccaall  aaccttiivviittyy  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  ffoorr  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  SSuullttaannss  wweerree  aallwwaayyss  rreeaaddyy  ttoo  

ffoosstteerr  ttrraaddee  aanndd  ccoommmmeerrccee  aammoonngg  tthheeiirr  ssuubbjjeeccttss,,  aanndd  mmaannyy  ooff  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  cciittiieess  

eenntteerreedd  uuppoonn  aann  eerraa  ooff  pprroossppeerriittyy  wwhheenn  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  ccoonnqquueesstt  hhaadd  ddeelliivveerreedd  tthheemm  

ffrroomm  tthhee  ppaarraallyyssiinngg  ffiissccaall  oopppprreessssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  BByyzzaannttiinnee  eemmppiirree,,  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ooff  

tthheemm  bbeeiinngg  NNiicc?? aa,,  wwhhiicchh  ccaappiittuullaatteedd  ttoo  UUrrkkhhāānn  iinn  11333300  uunnddeerr  tthhee  mmoosstt  

ffaavvoouurraabbllee  tteerrmmss  aafftteerr  aa  lloonngg--pprroottrraacctteedd  ssiieeggee..
22
  LLiikkee  tthhee  aanncciieenntt  RRoommaannss,,  tthhee  

OOttttoommaannss  wweerree  ggrreeaatt  mmaakkeerrss  ooff  rrooaaddss  aanndd  bbrriiddggeess,,  aanndd  tthheerreebbyy  ffaacciilliittaatteedd  ttrraaddee  

tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthheeiirr  eemmppiirree;;  aanndd  ffoorreeiiggnn  ssttaatteess  wweerree  ccoommppeelllleedd  ttoo  aaddmmiitt  tthhee  GGrreeeekk  

mmeerrcchhaannttss  iinnttoo  ppoorrttss  ffrroomm  wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  eexxcclluuddeedd  iinn  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  tthhee  

BByyzzaannttiinnee  eemmppeerroorrss,,  bbuutt  nnooww  ssaaiilliinngg  uunnddeerr  tthhee  OOttttoommaann  ffllaagg,,  tthheeyy  aassssuummeedd  tthhee  

ddrreessss  aanndd  mmaannnneerrss  ooff  TTuurrkkss,,  aanndd  tthhuuss  sseeccuurreedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  nnaattiioonnss  ooff  WWeesstteerrnn  

EEuurrooppee  tthhee  rreessppeecctt  ..aanndd  ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  CCaatthhoolliiccss  hhaadd  hhiitthheerrttoo  aallwwaayyss  

rreeffuusseedd  ttoo  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  GGrreeeekk  CChhuurrcchh..
33
  

TThheerree  iiss,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  oonnee  nnoottaabbllee  eexxcceeppttiioonn  ttoo  tthhiiss  ggeenneerraall  ggoooodd  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  

aanndd  ttoolleerraattiioonn,,  vviizz..  tthhee  ttrriibbuuttee  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  cchhiillddrreenn,,  wwhhoo  wweerree  ffoorrcciibbllyy  ttaakkeenn  

ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  ppaarreennttss  aatt  aann  eeaarrllyy  aaggee  aanndd  eennrroolllleedd  iinn  tthhee  ffaammoouuss  ccoorrppss  ooff  

JJaanniissssaarriieess..  IInnssttiittuutteedd  bbyy  UUrrkkhhāānn  iinn  11333300,,  iitt  ffoorrmmeedd  ffoorr  cceennttuurriieess  tthhee  mmaaiinnssttaayy  ooff  

tthhee  ddeessppoottiicc  ppoowweerr  ooff  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  SSuullttaannss,,  aanndd  wwaass  kkeepptt  aalliivvee  bbyy  aa  rreegguullaarr  

ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn  eexxaacctteedd  eevveerryy  ffoouurr  yyeeaarrss,,
44
  wwhheenn  tthhee  ooffffiicceerrss  ooff  tthhee  SSuullttaann  vviissiitteedd  

tthhee  ddiissttrriiccttss  oonn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  ttaaxx  wwaass  iimmppoosseedd,,  aanndd  mmaaddee  aa  sseelleeccttiioonn  ffrroomm  aammoonngg  

tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  aabboouutt  tthhee  aaggee  ooff  sseevveenn..  TThhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  lleeggiissttss  aatttteemmpptteedd  ttoo  

aappoollooggiissee  ffoorr  tthhiiss  iinnhhuummaann  ttrriibbuuttee  bbyy  rreepprreesseennttiinngg  tthheessee  cchhiillddrreenn  aass  tthhee  ffiifftthh  ooff  

tthhee  ssppooiill  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  QQuurr''āānn  aassssiiggnnss  ttoo  tthhee  ssoovveerreeiiggnn,,
55
  aanndd  tthheeyy  pprreessccrriibbeedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  

tthhee  iinnjjuunnccttiioonn  aaggaaiinnsstt  ffoorrcciibbllee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn
66
  sshhoouulldd  bbee  oobbsseerrvveedd  wwiitthh  rreeggaarrdd  ttoo  

tthheemm  aallssoo,,  aalltthhoouugghh  tthhee  tteennddeerr  aaggee  aatt  wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  wweerree  ppllaacceedd  uunnddeerr  tthhee  

iinnssttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  MMuusslliimm  tteeaacchheerrss  mmuusstt  hhaavvee  mmaaddee  iitt  pprraaccttiiccaallllyy  ooff  nnoonnee  eeffffeecctt..
77
  

CChhrriissttiiaann  EEuurrooppee  hhaass  aallwwaayyss  eexxpprreesssseedd  iittss  hhoorrrroorr  aatt  ssuucchh  aa  bbaarrbbaarroouuss  ttaaxx,,  aanndd  

                                                           

1 Finlay, vol. v. pp. 5, 123. Adeney, p. 311. Gerlach, writing in the year 1577, says :"Wo Christen oder Juden in 

den Orten wohnen, da es Kadi oder Richter und Subbassi oder Vögte hat, dass die gemeinen Türcken nicht ihres 

Gefallens mit ihnen umbgehen dörffen, sind sie viel lieber unter den Türcken, dann unter den Christen. Wann sie 

Jährlich ihren Tribut geben, sind sie hernach frey. Aber in der Christenheit ist das gantze Jahr des Gebens kein 

Ende." (Tage-Buch, p. 413.) 

2 Hertzberg, pp. 467, 646, 650. 

3 Finlay, vol. v. pp. 156-7. 

4 This interval was, however, not a fixed one; at first, the levy took place every seven or five years, but later at 

more frequent intervals according to the exigencies of the state. (Menzel, p. 52.) Metrophanes Kritopoulos, 

writing in 1625, states that the collectors came to the cities every seventh year and that each city had to 

contribute three or four, or at least two boys (p. 205). 

5 Qur'ān. viii. 42. 

6 Id. x. 99. 100. 

7 " On ne forçait cependant pas les jeunes Chrétiens à changer de foi. Les principes du gouvernement s'y 

opposaient aussi bien que les préceptes du Cour'ann; et si des officiers, mus par leur fanatisme, usaient 

quelquefois de contrainte, leur conduite à cet égard pouvait bien être tolerée; mais elle n'était jamais autorisée 

par les chefs." (M. d'Ohsson, tome iii. pp. 397-8.) 
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ttrraavveelllleerrss  iinn  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  ddoommiinniioonnss  hhaavvee  ppaaiinntteedd  ttoouucchhiinngg  ppiiccttuurreess  ooff  ddeessoollaatteedd  

hhoommeess  aanndd  ooff  ppaarreennttss  wweeeeppiinngg  ffoorr  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  ttoorrnn  ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  aarrmmss..  BBuutt  wwhheenn  

tthhee  ccoorrppss  wwaass  ffiirrsstt  iinnssttiittuutteedd,,  iittss  nnuummbbeerrss  wweerree  rraappiiddllyy  sswweelllleedd  bbyy  vvoolluunnttaarryy  

aacccceessssiioonnss  ffrroomm  aammoonngg  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  tthheemmsseellvveess,,
11
  aanndd  tthhee  cciirrccuummssttaanncceess  uunnddeerr  

wwhhiicchh  tthhiiss  ttrriibbuuttee  wwaass  ffiirrsstt  iimmppoosseedd  mmaayy  ggoo  ffaarr  ttoo  eexxppllaaiinn  tthhee  aappaatthhyy  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  

GGrreeeekkss  tthheemmsseellvveess  aappppeeaarr  ttoo  hhaavvee  eexxhhiibbiitteedd..  TThhee  wwhhoollee  ccoouunnttrryy  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  llaaiidd  

wwaassttee  bbyy  wwaarr,,  aanndd  ffaammiilliieess  wweerree  oofftteenn  iinn  ddaannggeerr  ooff  ppeerriisshhiinngg  wwiitthh  hhuunnggeerr;;  tthhee  

cchhiillddrreenn  wwhhoo  wweerree  tthhuuss  aaddoopptteedd  wweerree  iinn  mmaannyy  ccaasseess  oorrpphhaannss,,  wwhhoo  wwoouulldd  

ootthheerrwwiissee  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  lleefftt  ttoo  ppeerriisshh;;  ffuurrtthheerr,,  tthhee  ccuussttoomm  ssoo  wwiiddeellyy  pprreevvaalleenntt  aatt  tthhaatt  

ttiimmee  ooff  sseelllliinngg  CChhrriissttiiaannss  aass  ssllaavveess  mmaayy  hhaavvee  mmaaddee  tthhiiss  ttaaxx  aappppeeaarr  lleessss  aappppaalllliinngg  

tthhaann  mmiigghhtt  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  eexxppeecctteedd..  TThhiiss  ccuussttoomm  hhaass,,  mmoorreeoovveerr,,  bbeeeenn  mmaaiinnttaaiinneedd  ttoo  

hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  oonnllyy  aa  ccoonnttiinnuuaattiioonn  ooff  aa  ssiimmiillaarr  uussaaggee  tthhaatt  wwaass  iinn  ffoorrccee  uunnddeerr  tthhee  

BByyzzaannttiinnee  eemmppeerroorrss..
22
  IItt  hhaass  eevveenn  bbeeeenn  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  tthheerree  wwaass  sseellddoomm  aannyy  nneecceessssiittyy  

ooff  aann  aappppeeaall  ttoo  ffoorrccee  oonn  tthhee  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  ooffffiicceerrss  wwhhoo  ccoolllleecctteedd  tthhee  aappppooiinntteedd  

nnuummbbeerr  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn,,  bbuutt  rraatthheerr  tthhaatt  tthhee  ppaarreennttss  wweerree  oofftteenn  eeaaggeerr  ttoo  hhaavvee  tthheeiirr  

cchhiillddrreenn  eennrroolllleedd  iinn  aa  sseerrvviiccee  tthhaatt  sseeccuurreedd  ffoorr  tthheemm  iinn  mmaannyy  ccaasseess  aa  bbrriilllliiaanntt  

ccaarreeeerr,,  aanndd  uunnddeerr  aannyy  cciirrccuummssttaanncceess  aa  wweellll--ccaarreedd--ffoorr  aanndd  ccoommffoorrttaabbllee  eexxiisstteennccee,,  

ssiinnccee  tthheessee  lliittttllee  ccaappttiivveess  wweerree  bbrroouugghhtt  uupp  aanndd  eedduuccaatteedd  aass  iiff  tthheeyy  wweerree  tthhee  

SSuullttaann''ss  oowwnn  cchhiillddrreenn..
33
  TThhiiss  iinnssttiittuuttiioonn  aappppeeaarrss  iinn  aa  lleessss  bbaarrbbaarroouuss  lliigghhtt  iiff  iitt  bbee  

ttrruuee  tthhaatt  tthhee  ppaarreennttss  ccoouulldd  oofftteenn  rreeddeeeemm  tthheeiirr  cchhiillddrreenn  bbyy  aa  mmoonneeyy  ppaayymmeenntt..
44
  

MMeettrroopphhaanneess  KKrriittooppoouullooss,,  wwhhoo  wwaass  PPaattrriiaarrcchh  ooff  CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee  aanndd  aafftteerrwwaarrddss  

ooff  AAlleexxaannddrriiaa,,  wwrriittiinngg  iinn  11662255,,  mmeennttiioonnss  vvaarriioouuss  ddeevviicceess  aaddoopptteedd  bbyy  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaannss  ffoorr  eessccaappiinngg  ffrroomm  tthhee  bbuurrddeenn  ooff  tthhiiss  ttaaxx,,  ee..  gg..  tthheeyy  ppuurrcchhaasseedd  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  bbooyyss  aanndd  rreepprreesseenntteedd  tthheemm  ttoo  bbee  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  oorr  tthheeyy  bbrriibbeedd  tthhee  

ccoolllleeccttoorrss  ttoo  ttaakkee  CChhrriissttiiaann  bbooyyss  wwhhoo  wweerree  ooff  llooww  bbiirrtthh  oorr  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  bbaaddllyy  

bbrroouugghhtt  uupp  oorr  ssuucchh  aass  ""  ddeesseerrvveedd  hhaannggiinngg..""
55
    TThhoommaass  SSmmiitthh,,  aammoonngg  ootthheerrss,,  

ssppeeaakkss  ooff  tthhee  ppoossssiibbiilliittyy  ooff  bbuuyyiinngg  ooffff  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn,,  ssoo  iimmpprreesssseedd::  ""  SSoommee  ooff  

tthheeiirr  ppaarreennttss,,  oouutt  ooff  nnaattuurraall  ppiittyy  aanndd  oouutt  ooff  aa  ttrruuee  sseennssee  ooff  rreelliiggiioonn,,  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  mmaayy  

nnoott  bbee  tthhuuss  rroobbbbeedd  ooff  tthheeiirr  cchhiillddrreenn,,  wwhhoo  hheerreebbyy  lliiee  uunnddeerr  aa  nneecceessssiittyy  ooff  

rreennoouunncciinngg  tthheeiirr  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy,,  ccoommppoouunndd  ffoorr  tthheemm  aatt  tthhee  rraattee  ooff  ffiiffttyy  oorr  aa  

hhuunnddrreedd  ddoollllaarrss,,  aass  tthheeyy  aarree  aabbllee,,  oorr  aass  tthheeyy  ccaann  wwoorrkk  uuppoonn  tthhee  ccoovveettoouussnneessss  ooff  

                                                           

1 Hertzberg, p. 472. 
2 " Sed hoc tristissimum est, quod, ut olim Christiani imperatores, ex singulis oppidis, certum numerum 

liberorum, in quibus egregia indoles præ cæteris elucebat, delegerunt: quos ad publica officia militiæ togatæ et 

bellicæ in Aula educari curarunt: ita Turci, occupato Græcorum imperio, idem ius eripiendi patribus familias 

liberos ingeniis eximiis præditos, usurpant." (David Chytræus, pp. 12-14.) 
3 Creasy, p. 99.    M. d'Ohsson, tome iii. p. 397.    Menzel, p. 53.    Thomas Smith, speaking of such parents, 

says: "Others, to the great shame and dishonour of the Religion, Christians only in name, part with them freely 

and readily enough, not only because they are rid of the trouble and charge of them, but in hopes they may, when 

they are grown up, get some considerable command in the government."    (An Account of the Greek Church, p. 

12. London, 1680.) In the reign of Murād I, Christian troops were employed in collecting this tribute of Christian 

children.   (Finlay, vol. v. p. 45.) 
4 " Verum tamen hos (liberos) pecunia redimere a conquisitoribus sæpe parentibus licet."    (David Chytræus, p.  

13.)    De la Guilletière mentions it in 1669 as one of the privileges of the Athenians.    (An Account of a Late 

Voyage to Athens, p. 272.    London, 1676.) 
5 Confessio, p. 205. 
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tthhee  TTuurrkkss  mmoorree  oorr  lleessss..""
11
    TThhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ooff  cceerrttaaiinn  cciittiieess,,  ssuucchh  aass  

CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee,,  aanndd  ooff  ttoowwnnss  aanndd  iissllaannddss  tthhaatt  hhaadd  mmaaddee  tthhiiss  ssttiippuullaattiioonn  aatt  tthhee  

ttiimmee  ooff  tthheeiirr  ssuubbmmiissssiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  TTuurrkkss,,  oorr  hhaadd  ppuurrcchhaasseedd  tthhiiss  pprriivviilleeggee,,  wweerree  

eexxeemmpptteedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  ooppeerraattiioonn  ooff  tthhiiss  ccrruueell  ttaaxx..
22
  TThheessee  eexxtteennuuaattiinngg  cciirrccuummssttaanncceess  

aatt  tthhee  oouuttsseett,,  aanndd  tthhee  eeaassee  wwiitthh  wwhhiicchh  mmeenn  aaccqquuiieessccee  iinn  aannyy  eessttaabblliisshheedd  uussaaggee——

tthhoouugghh  sseerrvviinngg  iinn  nnoo  wwaayy  aass  aann  eexxccuussee  ffoorr  ssoo  iinnhhuummaann  aann  iinnssttiittuuttiioonn——mmaayy  hheellpp  

uuss  ttoo  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  wwhhaatt  aa  ttrraavveelllleerr  iinn  tthhee  sseevveenntteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  ccaallllss  tthhee  ""  uunn--

aaccccoouunnttaabbllee  iinnddiiffffeerreennccee  ""
33
    wwiitthh  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  GGrreeeekkss  sseeeemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  ffaalllleenn  iinn  wwiitthh  

tthhiiss  ddeemmaanndd  ooff  tthhee  nneeww  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt,,  wwhhiicchh  ssoo  mmaatteerriiaallllyy  iimmpprroovveedd  tthheeiirr  

ccoonnddiittiioonn..  

FFuurrtthheerr,,  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ssuubbjjeeccttss  ooff  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  eemmppiirree  hhaadd  ttoo  ppaayy  tthhee  

ccaappiittaattiioonn--ttaaxx,,  iinn  rreettuurrnn  ffoorr  pprrootteeccttiioonn  aanndd  iinn  lliieeuu  ooff  mmiilliittaarryy  sseerrvviiccee..  TThhee  rraatteess  

ffiixxeedd  bbyy  tthhee  OOttttoommaann  llaaww  wweerree  22?? ,,  55  aanndd  1100  ppiiaassttrreess  aa  hheeaadd  ffoorr  eevveerryy  ffuullll--

ggrroowwnn  mmaallee,,  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  hhiiss  iinnccoommee,,
44
  wwoommeenn  aanndd  tthhee  cclleerrggyy  bbeeiinngg  eexxeemmpptt..

55
  IInn  

tthhee  nniinneetteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  tthhee  rraatteess  wweerree  1155,,  3300  aanndd  6600  ppiiaassttrreess,,  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  

iinnccoommee..
66
  CChhrriissttiiaann  wwrriitteerrss  ooff  tthhee  ssiixxtteeeenntthh  aanndd  sseevveenntteeeenntthh  cceennttuurriieess  ggeenneerraallllyy  

ssppeeaakk  ooff  tthhiiss  ttaaxx  aass  bbeeiinngg  aa  dduuccaatt  aa  hheeaadd,,
77
  bbuutt  iitt  iiss  aallssoo  vvaarriioouussllyy  ddeessccrriibbeedd  aass  

aammoouunnttiinngg  ttoo  33,,  55  oorr  55  77//88  ccrroowwnnss  oorr  ddoollllaarrss..
88
  TThhee  fflluuccttuuaattiinngg  eexxcchhaannggee  vvaalluuee  ooff  

ooff  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  ccooiinnaaggee  iinn  tthhee  sseevveenntteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  iiss  tthhee  pprroobbaabbllee  eexxppllaannaattiioonn  ooff  

tthhee  llaatttteerr  vvaarriiaattiioonnss..  TToo  eessttiimmaattee  wwiitthh  aannyy  eexxaaccttiittuuddee  hhooww  ffaarr  tthhiiss  ttaaxx  wwaass  aa  

bbuurrddeenn  ttoo  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  hhaadd  ttoo  ppaayy  iitt,,  wwoouulldd  rreeqquuiirree  aa  lleennggtthheenneedd  ddiissqquuiissiittiioonn  oonn  

tthhee  ppuurrcchhaassiinngg  vvaalluuee  ooff  mmoonneeyy  aatt  tthhaatt  ppeerriioodd  aanndd  aa  ccoommppaarriissoonn  wwiitthh  ootthheerr  iitteemmss  

ooff  eexxppeennddiittuurree..
99
  BBuutt  bbyy  iittsseellff  iitt  ccoouulldd  hhaarrddllyy  hhaavvee  ffoorrmmeedd  aa  vvaalliidd  eexxccuussee  ffoorr  aa  

                                                           
1 An Account of the Greek Church, p. 12.    (London, 1680.) 
2 Menzel, p. 52. Thomas Smith : De Moribus ac Institutis Turcarum, p. 81. (Oxonii, 1672.)   

3 Hill, p. 174. 

 
4
 Joseph von Hammer (2), vol. ii. p. 151. Hans Schiltberger, who was captured by the Turks in 1396 and returned 

home to Munich after thirty-two years' captivity, states that the tax the Christians had to pay did not amount to 

more than two pfennig a month. (Reisebuch, p. 92.)  
5 Soli Sacerdotes, quasi in honorem sacri illius, quo funguntur, Deo ita ordinante, ministerii hoc factum sit, una 

cum fœminis, ab hoc tributo pendendo immunes habentur. (De Græcæ Hodierno Statu Epistola, authore Thoma 

Smitho, p. 12.)   (Trajecti ad Rhenum, 1698.) 
6
 Silbernagl, p. 60.  

7 Martin Crusius, p. 487; Sansovino, p. 67; Georgieviz, p. 98-9; Scheffler, § 56; Hertzberg, p. 648; De la 

Jonquière, p. 267. A work published in London in 1595, entitled " The Estate of Christians living under the 

subjection of the Turke," states the capitation-tax for male children to have been eight shillings (p. 2). Michel 

Baudin says one sequin a head for every male. (Histoire du Serrail, p. 7. Paris, 1662.) 
8
 Georgirenes, p. 9; Tournefort, vol. i. p. 91; Tavernier (3), p. 11. 

9
 In a work published by Joseph Georgirenes, Archbishop of Samos, in 1678, during a visit to London, he gives 

us an account of the income of his own see, the details of which are not likely to have been considered ex-

tortionate, as they were here set down for the benefit of English readers : in comparing the sums here mentioned, 

it should be borne in mind that he speaks of the capitation-tax as being three crowns or dollars (pp. 8-9). “At his 

(i.e. the Archbishop's) first coming, the Papas or Parish Priest of the Church of his Residence presents him 

fifteen or twenty dollers, they of the other Churches according to their Abilities. The first year of his coming, 

every Parish Priest pays him four dollers, and the following year two. Every Layman pays him forty-eight aspers 

"—(In the commercial treaty with England, concluded in the year 1675, the value of the dollar was fixed at 

eighty aspers (Finlay, v. 28))—"and the following years twenty-four. The Samians pay one Doller for a Licence; 

all Strangers two; but he that comes after first marriage for a Licence for a second or third, pays three or four " 

(pp. 33-4).                            
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cchhaannggee  ooff  ffaaiitthh,,  aass  TToouurrnneeffoorrtt  ppooiinnttss  oouutt,,  wwhheenn  wwrriittiinngg  iinn  11770000  ooff  tthhee  

ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  CCaannddiioottss::  ""  IItt  mmuusstt  bbee  ccoonnffeesssseedd,,  tthheessee  WWrreettcchheess  sseellll  tthheeiirr  

SSoouullss  aa  PPeennnnyywwoorrtthh::  aallll  tthheeyy  ggeett  iinn  eexxcchhaannggee  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  RReelliiggiioonn,,  iiss  aa  VVeesstt,,  aanndd  

tthhee  PPrriivviilleeggee  ooff  bbeeiinngg  eexxeemmpptt  ffrroomm  tthhee  CCaappiittaattiioonn--TTaaxx,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  nnoott  aabboovvee  ffiivvee  

CCrroowwnnss  aa  yyeeaarr..""
11
  SScchheefffflleerr  aallssoo,,  wwhhoo  iiss  aannxxiioouuss  ttoo  rreepprreesseenntt  tthhee  ccoonnddiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaannss  uunnddeerr  TTuurrkkiisshh  rruullee  iinn  aass  bbllaacckk  ccoolloouurrss  aass  ppoossssiibbllee,,  aaddmmiittss  tthhaatt  tthhee  oonnee  

dduuccaatt  aa  hheeaadd  wwaass  aa  ttrriifflliinngg  mmaatttteerr,,  aanndd  hhaass  ttoo  llaayy  ssttrreessss  oonn  tthhee  eexxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy  

ttaaxxeess,,  wwaarr  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonnss,,  eettcc..,,  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  wweerree  ccaalllleedd  uuppoonn  ttoo  ppaayy..
22
  TThhee  llaanndd  ttaaxxeess  

wweerree  tthhee  ssaammee  bbootthh  ffoorr  CChhrriissttiiaannss  aanndd  MMuussaallmmaannss,,
33
  ffoorr  tthhee  oolldd  ddiissttiinnccttiioonn  

bbeettwweeeenn  llaannddss  oonn  wwhhiicchh  ttiitthhee  wwaass  ppaaiidd  bbyy  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  pprroopprriieettoorr,,  aanndd  

tthhoossee  oonn  wwhhiicchh  kkhhaarrāājj  wwaass  ppaaiidd  bbyy  tthhee  nnoonn--MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  pprroopprriieettoorr,,  wwaass  nnoott  

rreeccooggnniisseedd  bbyy  tthhee  OOttttoommaannss..
44
  WWhhaatteevveerr  ssuuffffeerriinnggss  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  hhaadd  ttoo  eenndduurree  

pprroocceeeeddeedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  ttyyrraannnnyy  ooff  iinnddiivviidduuaallss,,  wwhhoo  ttooookk  aaddvvaannttaaggee  ooff  tthheeiirr  ooffffiicciiaall  

ppoossiittiioonn  ttoo  eexxttoorrtt  mmoonneeyy  ffrroomm  tthhoossee  uunnddeerr  tthheeiirr  jjuurriissddiiccttiioonn..  SSuucchh  aaccttss  ooff  

oopppprreessssiioonn  wweerree  nnoott  oonnllyy  ccoonnttrraarryy  ttoo  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  llaaww,,  bbuutt  wweerree  rraarree  

bbeeffoorree  tthhee  cceennttrraall  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  hhaadd  ggrroowwnn  wweeaakk  aanndd  ssuuffffeerreedd  tthhee  ccoorrrruuppttiioonn  aanndd  

iinnjjuussttiiccee  ooff  llooccaall  aauutthhoorriittiieess  ttoo  ggoo  uunnppuunniisshheedd..
55
  TThheerree  iiss  aa  vveerryy  mmaarrkkeedd  

ddiiffffeerreennccee  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  aaccccoouunnttss  wwee  hhaavvee  ooff  tthhee  ccoonnddiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  

dduurriinngg  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ttwwoo  cceennttuurriieess  ooff  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  rruullee  iinn  EEuurrooppee  aanndd  tthhoossee  ooff  aa  llaatteerr  

ddaattee,,  wwhheenn  tthhee  ppeerriioodd  ooff  ddeeccaaddeennccee  hhaadd  ffuullllyy  sseett  iinn..  BBuutt  iitt  iiss  nnoottiicceeaabbllee  tthhaatt  iinn  

tthhoossee  vveerryy  ttiimmeess  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  ccoonnddiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  mmoosstt  

iinnttoolleerraabbllee  tthheerree  iiss  lleeaasstt  rreeccoorrdd  ooff  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ttoo  IIssllaamm..  IInn  tthhee  eeiigghhtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  

wwhheenn  tthhee  ccoonnddiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  wwaass  wwoorrssee  tthhaann  aatt  aannyy  ootthheerr  ppeerriioodd,,  wwee  ffiinndd  

hhaarrddllyy  aannyy  mmeennttiioonn  ooff  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss  aatt  aallll,,  aanndd  tthhee  TTuurrkkss  tthheemmsseellvveess  aarree  

rreepprreesseenntteedd  aass  uutttteerrllyy  iinnddiiffffeerreenntt  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooggrreessss  ooff  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  aanndd  

ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllyy  iinnffeecctteedd  wwiitthh  sscceeppttiicciissmm  aanndd  uunnbbeelliieeff..
66
  AA  ffuurrtthheerr  pprrooooff  tthhaatt  tthheeiirr  

ssuuffffeerriinnggss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  dduuee  ttoo  mmiissggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  rraatthheerr  tthhaann  ttoo  rreelliiggiioouuss  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  

iiss  tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  MMuusslliimmss  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ssuuffffeerreedd  aalliikkee..
77
  TThhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  wwoouulldd,,  

                                                           
1
 Tournefort, vol. i. p. 91. 

2
 Scheffler, § 56. " Was aber auch den Ducaten anbelangt, so werdet ihr mit demselben in eurem Sinn ebener 

massen greulich betrogen. Denn es ist zwar wahr, dass der Türckische Käyser ordentlich nicht mehr nimt a1s 

vom Haupt einen Ducaten : aber wo bleiben die Zölle und ausserordentliche Anlagen ? nehmen dann seine 

Königliche Verweser und Haupt-leute nichts ? muss man zu Kriegen nichts ausser ordentlich geben ? . . . Was 

aber die ausser ordentliche Anlagen betnfft; die steigen und fallen nach den bösen Zeiten, und müssen von den 

Türckischen Unterthanen so wohl gegeben werden als bey uns." 
3 Finlay, vol. v. pp. 24-5. H. von Moltke: Brief über Zustände und Begebenheiten in der Türkei aus den Jahren 

1835 bis 1839, pp. 274, 354. (5th ed., Berlin, 1891.)  
4
Hammer (2), vol. i. p. 346.  

5 " The hard lot of the Christian subjects of the Sultan has at all times arisen from the fact that the central 

authority at Constantinople has but little real authority throughout the Empire of Turkey. It is the petty tyranny of 

the village officials, sharpened by personal hatred, which has instigated those acts of atrocity to which, both in 

former times, and still more at the present day, the Christians in Turkey are subjected. In the days of a nation's 

greatness justice and even magnanimity towards a subject race are possible; these, however, are rarely found to 

exist in the time of a nation’s decay. " (Rev. W. Denton : Servia and the Servians, p. 15. London, 1862.) Gerlach, 

pp. 49, 52. 
6 Businello, pp. 43-4. 
7 " The central government of the Sultan has generally treated its Mussulman subjects with as much cruelty and 

injustice as the conquered Christians. The sufferings of the Greeks were caused by the insolence and oppression 
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hhoowweevveerr,,  nnaattuurraallllyy  bbee  mmoorree  eexxppoosseedd  ttoo  eexxttoorrttiioonn  aanndd  iillll--ttrreeaattmmeenntt  oowwiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  

ddiiffffiiccuullttiieess  tthhaatt  llaayy  iinn  tthhee  wwaayy  ooff  oobbttaaiinniinngg  rreeddrreessss  aatt  llaaww,,  aanndd  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  

ppoooorreesstt  mmaayy  tthhuuss  hhaavvee  ssoouugghhtt  aa  rreelliieeff  ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  ssuuffffeerriinnggss  iinn  aa  cchhaannggee  ooff  ffaaiitthh..  

BBuutt  iiff  wwee  eexxcceepptt  tthhee  ttrriibbuuttee  ooff  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn,,  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  ccoonnqquueerreedd  

GGrreeeekkss  sseeeemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  ssuubbmmiitttteedd  wwiitthh  ssoo  lliittttllee  sshhooww  ooff  rreessiissttaannccee,,  aanndd  wwhhiicchh  

oowweedd  iittss  aabboolliittiioonn,,  nnoott  ttoo  aannyy  rreevvoolltt  oorr  iinnssuurrrreeccttiioonn  aaggaaiinnsstt  iittss  ccoonnttiinnuuaannccee,,  bbuutt  

ttoo  tthhee  iinnccrreeaassee  ooff  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  ppooppuullaattiioonn  aanndd  ooff  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  rreenneeggaaddeess  

wwhhoo  wweerree  ccoonnssttaannttllyy  eenntteerriinngg  tthhee  SSuullttaann''ss  sseerrvviiccee,,
11
——tthhee  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  ooff  tthheeiirr  

CChhrriissttiiaann  ssuubbjjeeccttss  bbyy  tthhee  OOttttoommaann  eemmppeerroorrss——aatt  lleeaasstt  ffoorr  ttwwoo  cceennttuurriieess  aafftteerr  

tthheeiirr  ccoonnqquueesstt  ooff  GGrreeeeccee——eexxhhiibbiittss  aa  ttoolleerraattiioonn  ssuucchh  aass  wwaass  aatt  tthhaatt  ttiimmee  qquuiittee  

uunnkknnoowwnn  iinn  tthhee  rreesstt  ooff  EEuurrooppee..  TThhee  CCaallvviinniissttss  ooff  HHuunnggaarryy  aanndd  TTrraannssyyllvvaanniiaa,,  aanndd  

tthhee  UUnniittaarriiaannss  ooff  tthhee  llaatttteerr  ccoouunnttrryy,,  lloonngg  pprreeffeerrrreedd  ttoo  ssuubbmmiitt  ttoo  tthhee  TTuurrkkss  rraatthheerr  

tthhaann  ffaallll  iinnttoo  tthhee  hhaannddss  ooff  tthhee  ffaannaattiiccaall  hhoouussee  ooff  HHaappssbbuurrgg;;
22
  aanndd  tthhee  PPrrootteessttaannttss  

ooff  SSiilleessiiaa  llooookkeedd  wwiitthh  lloonnggiinngg  eeyyeess  ttoowwaarrddss  TTuurrkkeeyy,,  aanndd  wwoouulldd  ggllaaddllyy  hhaavvee  

ppuurrcchhaasseedd  rreelliiggiioouuss  ffrreeeeddoomm  aatt  tthhee  pprriiccee  ooff  ssuubbmmiissssiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  rruullee..
33
  IItt  

wwaass  ttoo  TTuurrkkeeyy  tthhaatt  tthhee  ppeerrsseeccuutteedd  SSppaanniisshh  JJeewwss  fflleedd  ffoorr  rreeffuuggee  iinn  eennoorrmmoouuss  

nnuummbbeerrss  aatt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  ffiifftteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,
44
  aanndd  tthhee  CCoossssaacckkss  wwhhoo  bbeelloonnggeedd  ttoo  

tthhee  sseecctt  ooff  tthhee  OOlldd  BBeelliieevveerrss  aanndd  wweerree  ppeerrsseeccuutteedd  bbyy  tthhee  RRuussssiiaann  SSttaattee  CChhuurrcchh,,  

ffoouunndd  iinn  tthhee  ddoommiinniioonnss  ooff  tthhee  SSuullttaann  tthhee  ttoolleerraattiioonn  wwhhiicchh  tthheeiirr  CChhrriissttiiaann  

                                                                                                                                                                                     

of the ruling class and the corruption that reigned in the Othoman administration, rather than by the direct 

exercise of the Sultan's power. In his private affairs, a Greek had a better chance of obtaining justice from his 

bishop and the elders of his district than a Turk from the cadi or the voivode.” (Finlay, vol. vi. pp. 4-5.) 

" It would be a mistake to suppose that the Christians are the only part of the population that is oppressed and 

miserable. Turkish misgovemment is uniform, and falls with a heavy hand upon all alike. In some parts of the 

kingdom the poverty of the Mussulmans may be actually worse than the poverty of the Christians, and it is their 

condition which most excites the pity of the traveller." (William Forsyth : The Slavonic Provinces South of the 

Danube, pp. 157-8. London, 1876.) 

" All this oppression and misery (i.e. in the north of Asia Minor) falls upon the Mohammedan population equally 

with the Christian." (James Bryce : Transcaucasia and Ararat, p. 381.) 

“L'Europe s'imagine que les chrétiens seuls sont soumis, en Turquie, à 1'arbitraire, aux souffrances, aux 

avilissements de toute nature, qui naissent de 1'oppression; il n'en est rien! Les musulmans, précisément parce 

que nulle puissance étrangère ne s'intéresse à eux, sont peut-être plus indignement spoliés, plus courbés sous le 

joug que ceux qui méconnaissent le prophète". (De la Jonquière, p. 507.) 

" To judge from what we have already observed, the lowest order of Christians are not in a worse condition in 

Asia Minor than the same class of Turks; and if the Christians of European Turkey have some advantages arising 

from the effects of the superiority of their numbers over the Turks, those of Asia have the satisfaction of seeing 

that the Turks are as much oppressed by the men in power as they are themselves; and they have to deal with a 

race of Mussulmans generally milder, more religious, and better principled than those of Europe." (W. M. Leake: 

Journal of a Tour in Asia Minor, p. 7. London, 1824.) 

Cf. also Laurence Oliphant: The Land of Gilead, pp. 320-3, 446. (London, 1880.) 

 
1 It was in the sixteenth century that the tribute of children fell into desuetude, and the last recorded example of 

its exaction was in the year 1676. 
2 De la Jonquière, p. 333.   Scheffler, § 45-6. Gasztowtt, p. 51. 
3 " Denn ich höre mit grosser Verwunderung und Bestürtzung, dass nicht allein unter den gemeinen Pövel Reden 

im Schwange gehn, es sey unter dem Türcken auch gut wohnen: wann man einen Ducaten von Haupt gebe, so 

wäre man frey; Item er liesse die Religion frey ; man würde die Kirchen wieder bekommen; und was vergleichen 

: sondern dass auch andre, die es wol besser verstehen sollten, sich dessen erfreuen, und über ihr eigen Unglück 

frolocken! welches nicht allein Halssbrüchige, sondern auch Gottlose Vermessenheiten seynd, die aus keinem 

andrem Grunde, als aus dem Geist der Ketzerey, der zum Auffruhr und gäntzlicher Ausreitung des 

Christenthumbs geneigt ist, herkommen." (Scheffler, § 48.) 
4 Hertzberg, p. 650. 
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bbrreetthhrreenn  ddeenniieedd  tthheemm..
11
  WWeellll  mmiigghhtt  MMaaccaarriiuuss,,  PPaattrriiaarrcchh  ooff  AAnnttiioocchh  iinn  tthhee  

sseevveenntteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  ccoonnggrraattuullaattee  hhiimmsseellff  wwhheenn  hhee  ssaaww  tthhee  ffeeaarrffuull  aattrroocciittiieess  tthhaatt  

tthhee  CCaatthhoolliicc  PPoolleess  iinnfflliicctteedd  oonn  tthhee  RRuussssiiaannss  ooff  tthhee  OOrrtthhooddooxx  EEaasstteerrnn  CChhuurrcchh  ::  ""  

WWee  aallll  wweepptt  mmuucchh  oovveerr  tthhee  tthhoouussaannddss  ooff  mmaarrttyyrrss  wwhhoo  wweerree  kkiilllleedd  bbyy  tthhoossee  

iimmppiioouuss  wwrreettcchheess,,  tthhee  eenneemmiieess  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh,,  iinn  tthheessee  ffoorrttyy  oorr  ffiiffttyy  yyeeaarrss..  TThhee  

nnuummbbeerr  pprroobbaabbllyy  aammoouunntteedd  ttoo  sseevveennttyy  oorr  eeiigghhttyy  tthhoouussaanndd  ssoouullss..  OO  yyoouu  iinnffiiddeellss  !!  

OO  yyoouu  mmoonnsstteerrss  ooff  iimmppuurriittyy  !!  OO  yyoouu  hheeaarrttss  ooff  ssttoonnee  !!  WWhhaatt  hhaadd  tthhee  nnuunnss  aanndd  

wwoommeenn  ddoonnee  ??  WWhhaatt  tthhee  ggiirrllss  aanndd  bbooyyss  aanndd  iinnffaanntt  cchhiillddrreenn,,  tthhaatt  yyoouu  sshhoouulldd  

mmuurrddeerr  tthheemm  ??  ..  ..  ..  AAnndd  wwhhyy  ddoo  II  pprroonnoouunnccee  tthheemm  ((tthhee  PPoolleess))  aaccccuurrsseedd  ??  

BBeeccaauussee  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  sshhoowwnn  tthheemmsseellvveess  mmoorree  ddeebbaasseedd  aanndd  wwiicckkeedd  tthhaann  tthhee  ccoorrrruupptt  

wwoorrsshhiippppeerrss  ooff  iiddoollss,,  bbyy  tthheeiirr  ccrruueell  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  tthhiinnkkiinngg  ttoo  aabboolliisshh  

tthhee  vveerryy  nnaammee  ooff  OOrrtthhooddooxx..  GGoodd  ppeerrppeettuuaattee  tthhee  eemmppiirree  ooff  tthhee  TTuurrkkss  ffoorr  eevveerr  aanndd  

eevveerr  !!  FFoorr  tthheeyy  ttaakkee  tthheeiirr  iimmppoosstt,,  aanndd  eenntteerr  iinnttoo  nnoo  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  rreelliiggiioonn,,  bbee  tthheeiirr  

ssuubbjjeeccttss  CChhrriissttiiaannss  oorr  NNaazzaarreenneess,,  JJeewwss  oorr  SSaammaarriiaannss  ::  wwhheerreeaass  tthheessee  aaccccuurrsseedd  

PPoolleess  wweerree  nnoott  ccoonntteenntt  wwiitthh  ttaaxxeess  aanndd  ttiitthheess  ffrroomm  tthhee  bbrreetthhrreenn  ooff  CChhrriisstt,,  tthhoouugghh  

wwiilllliinngg  ttoo  sseerrvvee  tthheemm;;  bbuutt  tthheeyy  ssuubbjjeecctteedd  tthheemm  ttoo  tthhee  aauutthhoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  eenneemmiieess  ooff  

CChhrriisstt,,  tthhee  ttyyrraannnniiccaall  JJeewwss,,  wwhhoo  ddiidd  nnoott  eevveenn  ppeerrmmiitt  tthheemm  ttoo  bbuuiilldd  cchhuurrcchheess,,  nnoorr  

lleeaavvee  tthheemm  aannyy  pprriieessttss  tthhaatt  kknneeww  tthhee  mmyysstteerriieess  ooff  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh..""
22
  EEvveenn  iinn  IIttaallyy  

tthheerree  wweerree  mmeenn  wwhhoo  ttuurrnneedd  lloonnggiinngg  eeyyeess  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  TTuurrkkss  iinn  tthhee  hhooppee  tthhaatt  aass  

tthheeiirr  ssuubbjjeeccttss  tthheeyy  mmiigghhtt  eennjjooyy  tthhee  ffrreeeeddoomm  aanndd  tthhee  ttoolleerraattiioonn  tthheeyy  ddeessppaaiirreedd  ooff  

eennjjooyyiinngg  uunnddeerr  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt..
33
  IItt  wwoouulldd  sseeeemm,,  tthheenn,,  tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  wwaass  nnoott  

sspprreeaadd  bbyy  ffoorrccee  iinn  tthhee  ddoommiinniioonn  ooff  tthhee  SSuullttaann  ooff  TTuurrkkeeyy,,  aanndd  tthhoouugghh  tthhee  wwaanntt  ooff  

eevveenn--hhaannddeedd  jjuussttiiccee  aanndd  tthhee  oopppprreessssiioonn  ooff  uunnssccrruuppuulloouuss  ooffffiicciiaallss  iinn  tthhee  ddaayyss  ooff  

tthhee  eemmppiirree''ss  ddeecclliinnee,,  mmaayy  hhaavvee  ddrriivveenn  ssoommee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ttoo  aatttteemmpptt  ttoo  bbeetttteerr  tthheeiirr  

ccoonnddiittiioonn  bbyy  aa  cchhaannggee  ooff  ffaaiitthh,,  ssuucchh  ccaasseess  wweerree  rraarree  iinn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ttwwoo  cceennttuurriieess  ooff  

tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  rruullee  iinn  EEuurrooppee,,  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  ppeerriioodd  tthhee  mmaassss  ooff  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss  bbeelloonngg..  IItt  

wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  wwoonnddeerrffuull  iinnddeeeedd  iiff  tthhee  aarrddoouurr  ooff  pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  tthhaatt  aanniimmaatteedd  

tthhee  OOttttoommaannss  aatt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee  hhaadd  nneevveerr  ccaarrrriieedd  tthheemm  bbeeyyoonndd  tthhee  bboouunnddss  ooff  

ttoolleerraattiioonn  eessttaabblliisshheedd  bbyy  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  llaawwss..  YYeett  iitt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ssaaiidd  bbyy  oonnee  wwhhoo  wwaass  aa  

                                                           
1
  De la Jonquière, p. 34. A similar contrast was made in 1605 by Richard Staper, an English merchant who had 

been in Turkey as early as 1578 : " And notwithstanding that the Turks in general be a most wicked people, 

walking in the works of darkness . . . yet notwithstanding do they permit all Christians, both Greeks and Latins, 

to live in their religion and freely to use to their conscience, allowing them churches for their divine service, both 

in Constantinople and very many other places, whereas to the contrary by proof of twelve years' residence in 

Spain I can truly affirm, we are not only forced to observe their popish ceremonies, but in danger of life and 

goods " (M. Epstein: The Early History of the Levant Company, p. 57. London, 1908.) 
2
  Macarius, vol. i. pp. 183, 165.    Cf. the memorial presented by Polish refugees from Russia to the Sublime 

Porte, in 1853.    (Gasztowtt, p. 217.) 

 
3
 Alii speciem sibi quandam confixerunt stultam libertatis . . . quod quum sub Christiano consequuturos se 

desperent, ideo vel Turcam mallent: quasi is benignior sit in largienda libertate hac, quam Christianus."  (Ioannis 

Ludovici Vivis De Conditione Vitæ Christianorum sub Turca, pp. 220, 225.) 

(Basileæ, 1538.) " Quidam obganniunt, liberam esse sub Turca fidem." (Othonis Brunfelsii ad Principes et 

Christianos omnes Oratio, p. 133. (Basileæ, 1538.) Ubertus Folieta, a noble of Genoa, writing about 1577, says, 

“ Sæpe mecum quaesivi . . . qua re fiat, ut tot de nostris hominibus ad illos continenter transfugiant, 

Christianaque religione eiurata Mahumetanæ sectæ nomina dent." (De Causis Magnitudinis Turcarum Imperii, 

col. 1209.) (Thesaurus Antiquitatum et Historiarum Italiæ, curâ Joannis Georgii Grævii, tom. i. Lugduni 

Batavorum, 1725.)  
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ccaappttiivvee  aammoonngg  tthheemm  ffoorr  ttwweennttyy--ttwwoo  yyeeaarrss  tthhaatt  tthhee  TTuurrkkss  ""ccoommppeelllleedd  nnoo  oonnee  ttoo  

rreennoouunnccee  hhiiss  ffaaiitthh..""
11
  SSiimmiillaarr  tteessttiimmoonnyy  iiss  bboorrnnee  bbyy  ootthheerrss  ::  aann  EEnngglliisshh  ggeennttlleemmaann  

wwhhoo  vviissiitteedd  TTuurrkkeeyy  iinn  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  sseevveenntteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  tteellllss  uuss  tthhaatt  ""  

TThheerree  iiss  sseellddoomm  aannyy  ccoommppuullssiioonn  ooff  ccoonnsscciieennccee,,  aanndd  tthheenn  nnoott  bbyy  ddeeaatthh,,  wwhheerree  nnoo  

ccrriimmiinnaall  ooffffeennccee  ggiivveess  ooccccaassiioonn..""
22
  WWrriittiinngg  aabboouutt  tthhiirrttyy  yyeeaarrss  llaatteerr  ((iinn  11666633)),,  tthhee  

aauutthhoorr
33
  ooff  aa  TT??rrcckkeenn--SScchhrriifffftt  ssaayyss::  ""  MMeeaannwwhhiillee  hhee  ((ii..ee..  tthhee  TTuurrkk))  wwiinnss  

((ccoonnvveerrttss))  bbyy  ccrraafftt  mmoorree  tthhaann  bbyy  ffoorrccee,,  aanndd  ssnnaattcchheess  aawwaayy  CChhrriisstt  bbyy  ffrraauudd  oouutt  ooff  

tthhee  hheeaarrttss  ooff  mmeenn..  FFoorr  tthhee  TTuurrkk,,  iitt  iiss  ttrruuee,,  aatt  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ttiimmee  ccoommppeellss  nnoo  ccoouunnttrryy  

bbyy  vviioolleennccee  ttoo  aappoossttaattiissee;;  bbuutt  hhee  uusseess  ootthheerr  mmeeaannss  wwhheerreebbyy  iimmppeerrcceeppttiibbllyy  hhee  

rroooottss  oouutt  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy..  ..  ..  ..  WWhhaatt  tthheenn  hhaass  bbeeccoommee  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ??  TThheeyy  aarree  

nnoott  eexxppeelllleedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  nneeiitthheerr  aarree  tthheeyy  ffoorrcceedd  ttoo  eemmbbrraaccee  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  

ffaaiitthh  ::  tthheenn  tthheeyy  mmuusstt  ooff  tthheemmsseellvveess  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  iinnttoo  TTuurrkkss..""  

TThhee  TTuurrkkss  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  ggrreeaatteesstt  kkiinnddnneessss  tthheeyy  ccoouulldd  sshhooww  aa  mmaann  

wwaass  ttoo  bbrriinngg  hhiimm  iinnttoo  tthhee  ssaallvvaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  IIssllaamm,,
44
  aanndd  ttoo  tthhiiss  eenndd  tthheeyy  lleefftt  

nnoo  mmeetthhoodd  ooff  ppeerrssuuaassiioonn  uunnttrriieedd  ::  aa  DDuuttcchh  ttrraavveelllleerr  ooff  tthhee  ssiixxtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  tteellllss  

uuss  tthhaatt  wwhhiillee  hhee  wwaass  aaddmmiirriinngg  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  mmoossqquuee  ooff  SSaannttaa  SSoopphhiiaa,,  ssoommee  TTuurrkkss  

eevveenn  ttrriieedd  ttoo  wwoorrkk  uuppoonn  hhiiss  rreelliiggiioouuss  ffeeeelliinnggss  tthhrroouugghh  hhiiss  aaeesstthheettiicc  sseennssee,,  ssaayyiinngg  

ttoo  hhiimm,,  ""  IIff  yyoouu  bbeeccoommee  aa  MMuussaallmmaann,,  yyoouu  wwiillll  bbee  aabbllee  ttoo  ccoommee  hheerree  eevveerryy  ddaayy  ooff  

yyoouurr  lliiffee..""  AAbboouutt  aa  cceennttuurryy  llaatteerr,,  aann  EEnngglliisshh  ttrraavveelllleerr
55
    hhaadd  aa  ssiimmiillaarr  eexxppeerriieennccee  ::  

""  SSoommeettiimmeess,,  oouutt  ooff  aann  eexxcceessss  ooff  zzeeaall,,  tthheeyy  wwiillll  aasskk  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann  cciivviillllyy  eennoouugghh,,  

aass  II  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aasskkeedd  mmyysseellff  iinn  tthhee  PPoorrttiiccoo  ooff  SSaannccttaa  SSoopphhiiaa,,  wwhhyy  wwiillll  yyoouu  nnoott  

ttuurrnn  MMuussaallmmaann,,  aanndd  bbee  aass  oonnee  ooff  uuss  ??  ""  TThhee  ppuubblliicc  rreejjooiicciinnggss  tthhaatt  hhaaiilleedd  tthhee  

aacccceessssiioonn  ooff  aa  nneeww  ccoonnvveerrtt  ttoo  tthhee  ffaaiitthh,,  tteessttiiffyy  ttoo  tthhee  aarrddeenntt  lloovvee  ffoorr  ssoouullss  wwhhiicchh  

mmaaddee  tthheessee  mmeenn  ssuucchh  zzeeaalloouuss  pprroosseellyyttiisseerrss..  TThhee  nneeww  MMuusslliimm  wwaass  sseett  uuppoonn  aa  

hhoorrssee  aanndd  lleedd  iinn  ttrriiuummpphh  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  ssttrreeeettss  ooff  tthhee  cciittyy..  IIff  hhee  wwaass  kknnoowwnn  ttoo  bbee  

ggeennuuiinneellyy  hhoonneesstt  iinn  hhiiss  cchhaannggee  ooff  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  hhaadd  vvoolluunnttaarriillyy  eenntteerreedd  tthhee  ppaallee  ooff  

IIssllaamm,,  oorr  iiff  hhee  wwaass  aa  ppeerrssoonn  ooff  ggoooodd  ppoossiittiioonn,,  hhee  wwaass  rreecceeiivveedd  wwiitthh  hhiigghh  hhoonnoouurr  

aanndd  ssoommee  pprroovviissiioonn  mmaaddee  ffoorr  hhiiss  ssuuppppoorrtt..
66
  TThheerree  wwaass  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  aabbuunnddaanntt  

eevviiddeennccee  ffoorr  ssaayyiinngg  tthhaatt  ""  TThhee  TTuurrkkss  aarree  pprreeppoosstteerroouussllyy  zzeeaalloouuss  iinn  pprraayyiinngg  ffoorr  

tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn,,  oorr  ppeerrvveerrssiioonn  rraatthheerr,,  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ttoo  tthheeiirr  iirrrreelliiggiioouuss  rreelliiggiioonn::  

tthheeyy  pprraayy  hheeaarrttiillyy,,  aanndd  eevveerryy  ddaayy  iinn  tthheeiirr  TTeemmpplleess,,  tthhaatt  CChhrriissttiiaannss  mmaayy  iimmbbrraaccee  

tthhee  AAllccoorraann,,  aanndd  bbeeccoommee  tthheeiirr  PPrroosseellyytteess,,  iinn  eeffffeeccttiinngg  ooff  wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  lleeaavvee  nnoo  

mmeeaannss  uunnaassssaaiieedd  bbyy  ffeeaarr  aanndd  ffllaatttteerryy,,  bbyy  ppuunniisshhmmeennttss  aanndd  rreewwaarrddss..""
77
  

                                                           
1
  Turchicæ Spurcitiæ Suggillatio, fol. xvii. (a). 

2
  Blount, vol. i. p. 548. 

3 Scheffler, §§ 51, 53. 
4 Dousa, p. 38.    Busbecq, p. 190. 
5 Thomas Smith, p. 32. 
6 Thomas Smith,  p.  42.    Blount,  vol. i. p. 548.    Georgieviz, p. 20. Schiltberger, pp. 83-4.    Baudier, pp. 149, 

313. 
7 Alexander Ross, p. ix.   Baudier, p. 317. Cf. also Rycaut, vol. i. p. 276. " On croit meriter beaucoup que de 

faire un Proselyte, il n'y a personne assez riche pour avoir un esclave qui n'en veüille un jeune, qui soit capable 

de recevoir sans peine toutes sortes d'impressions, et qu'il puisse appeller son converti, afin de meriter 1'honneur 

d'avoir augmenté le nombre des fidèles." Thomas Smith relates how the old man who showed him the tomb of 

Urkhān at Brusa " ingenti cum fervore, oculis ad Cælum elevatis, Deum precatus est ut nos ad fidem 

Musulmannicam suo tempore tandem convertere dignaretur: Hoc nimirum est summum erga nos affectus 
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TThheessee  zzeeaalloouuss  eeffffoorrttss  ffoorr  wwiinnnniinngg  ccoonnvveerrttss  wweerree  rreennddeerreedd  tthhee  mmoorree  

eeffffeeccttiivvee  bbyy  cceerrttaaiinn  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  ssoocciieettyy  iittsseellff..  FFoorreemmoosstt  aammoonngg  tthheessee  

wwaass  tthhee  ddeeggrraaddeedd  ccoonnddiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  GGrreeeekk  CChhuurrcchh..  SSiiddee  bbyy  ssiiddee  wwiitthh  tthhee  cciivviill  

ddeessppoottiissmm  ooff  tthhee  BByyzzaannttiinnee  eemmppiirree,,  hhaadd  aarriisseenn  aann  eecccclleessiiaassttiiccaall  ddeessppoottiissmm  wwhhiicchh  

hhaadd  ccrruusshheedd  aallll  eenneerrggyy  ooff  iinntteelllleeccttuuaall  lliiffee  uunnddeerr  tthhee  wweeiigghhtt  ooff  aa  ddooggmmaattiissmm  tthhaatt  

iinntteerrddiicctteedd  aallll  ddiissccuussssiioonn  iinn  mmaatttteerrss  ooff  mmoorraallss  aanndd  rreelliiggiioonn..  TThhee  oonnllyy  tthhiinngg  tthhaatt  

ddiissttuurrbbeedd  tthhiiss  lleetthhaarrggyy  wwaass  tthhee  ffiieerrccee  ccoonnttrroovveerrssiiaall  wwaarr  wwaaggeedd  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  LLaattiinn  

CChhuurrcchh  wwiitthh  aallll  tthhee  bbiitttteerrnneessss  ooff  tthheeoollooggiiccaall  ppoolleemmiiccss  aanndd  rraaccee  hhaattrreedd..  TThhee  

rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  hhaadd  ddeeggeenneerraatteedd  iinnttoo  aa  ssccrruuppuulloouuss  oobbsseerrvvaannccee  ooff  oouuttwwaarrdd  

ffoorrmmss,,  aanndd  tthhee  iinntteennssee  ffeerrvvoouurr  ooff  tthheeiirr  ddeevvoottiioonn  ffoouunndd  aann  oouuttlleett  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrsshhiipp  ooff  

tthhee  VViirrggiinn  aanndd  tthhee  ssaaiinnttss,,  ooff  ppiiccttuurreess  aanndd  rreelliiccss..  TThheerree  wweerree  mmaannyy  wwhhoo  ttuurrnneedd  

ffrroomm  aa  CChhuurrcchh  wwhhoossee  ssppiirriittuuaall  lliiffee  hhaadd  ssuunnkk  ssoo  llooww,,  aanndd  wweeaarryy  ooff  iinntteerrmmiinnaabbllee  

ddiissccuussssiioonnss  oonn  ssuucchh  ssuubbttllee  ppooiinnttss  ooff  ddooccttrriinnee  aass  tthhee  DDoouubbllee  PPrroocceessssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt,,  aanndd  ssuucchh  ttrriivviiaalliittiieess  aass  tthhee  uussee  ooff  lleeaavveenneedd  aanndd  uunnlleeaavveenneedd  bbrreeaadd  iinn  

tthhee  BBlleesssseedd  SSaaccrraammeenntt,,  ggllaaddllyy  aacccceepptteedd  tthhee  cclleeaarr  aanndd  iinntteelllliiggiibbllee  tthheeiissttiicc  

tteeaacchhiinngg  ooff  IIssllaamm..  WWee  aarree  ttoolldd
11
  ooff  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  ppeerrssoonnss  bbeeiinngg  ccoonnvveerrtteedd,,  nnoott  

oonnllyy  ffrroomm  aammoonngg  tthhee  ssiimmppllee  ffoollkk,,  bbuutt  aallssoo  lleeaarrnneedd  mmeenn  ooff  eevveerryy  ccllaassss,,  rraannkk  aanndd  

ccoonnddiittiioonn;;  ooff  hhooww  tthhee  TTuurrkkss  mmaaddee  aa  bbeetttteerr  pprroovviissiioonn  ffoorr  tthhoossee  mmoonnkkss  aanndd  pprriieessttss  

wwhhoo  eemmbbrraacceedd  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ccrreeeedd,,  iinn  oorrddeerr  tthhaatt  tthheeiirr  eexxaammppllee  mmiigghhtt  lleeaadd  ootthheerrss  

ttoo  bbee  ccoonnvveerrtteedd..  WWhhiillee  AAddrriiaannooppllee  wwaass  ssttiillll  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  ccaappiittaall  ((ee..  gg..  bbeeffoorree  

11445533))  tthhee  ccoouurrtt  wwaass  tthhrroonnggeedd  wwiitthh  rreenneeggaaddeess,,  aanndd  tthheeyy  aarree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  ffoorrmmeedd  

tthhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  mmaaggnnaatteess  tthheerree..
22
  BByyzzaannttiinnee  pprriinncceess  aanndd  ootthheerrss  oofftteenn  ppaasssseedd  

oovveerr  ttoo  tthhee  ssiiddee  ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss,,  aanndd  rreecceeiivveedd  aa  rreeaaddyy  wweellccoommee  aammoonngg  

tthheemm  ::  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  eeaarrlliieesstt  ooff  ssuucchh  ccaasseess  ddaatteess  ffrroomm  11114400  wwhheenn  aa  nneepphheeww  ooff  tthhee  

eemmppeerroorr  JJoohhnn  CCoommnneenneess  eemmbbrraacceedd  IIssllaamm  aanndd  mmaarrrriieedd  aa  ddaauugghhtteerr  ooff  MMaass''ūūdd,,  tthhee  

SSuullttaann  ooff  IIccoonniiuumm..
33
  AAfftteerr  tthhee  ffaallll  ooff  CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee,,  tthhee  uuppppeerr  ccllaasssseess  ooff  

CChhrriissttiiaann  ssoocciieettyy  sshhoowweedd  mmuucchh  mmoorree  rreeaaddiinneessss  ttoo  eemmbbrraaccee  IIssllaamm  tthhaann  tthhee  mmaassss  

ooff  tthhee  GGrreeeekkss;;  aammoonngg  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrttss  wwee  mmeeeett  wwiitthh  sseevveerraall  bbeeaarriinngg  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  tthhee  

llaattee  iimmppeerriiaall  ffaammiillyy  ooff  tthhee  PPaall?? oollooggii,,  aanndd  tthhee  lleeaarrnneedd  GGeeoorrggee  AAmmiirroouuttzzeess  ooff  

TTrreebbiizzoonndd  aabbaannddoonneedd  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  iinn  hhiiss  ddeecclliinniinngg  yyeeaarrss,,  aanndd  tthhee  nnaammeess  ooff  mmaannyy  

ootthheerr  ssuucchh  iinnddiivviidduuaallss  hhaavvee  ffoouunndd  aa  rreeccoorrdd..
44
  TThhee  nneeww  rreelliiggiioonn  oonnllyy  ddeemmaannddeedd  

aasssseenntt  ttoo  iittss  ssiimmppllee  ccrreeeedd,,  ""  TThheerree  iiss  nnoo  ggoodd  bbuutt  GGoodd::  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  iiss  tthhee  aappoossttllee  

ooff  GGoodd  "";;  aass  tthhee  aabboovvee--mmeennttiioonneedd  wwrriitteerr
55
  ssaayyss,,  ""TThhee  wwhhoollee  ddiiffffiiccuullttyy  lliieess  iinn  tthhiiss  

                                                                                                                                                                                     

testimonium, qui ex isto falso et imperitissimo zelo solet profluere." (Epistolæ duae, quarum altera De Moribus 

ac Institutis Turcarum agit, p. 20.) (Oxonii, 1672.) 
1
 By an anonymous writer who was a captive in Turkey from 1436 to 1458. Turchicæ Spurcitiæ Suggillatio, fol. 

xvii. (a). 
2
 Turchicæ Spurcitiæ Suggillatio, fol. xi. (b). Lionardo of Scio, Archbishop of Mitylene, who was present at the 

taking of Constantinople, speaks of the large number of renegades in the besieging army: " Chi circondò la città, 

e chi insegnò a' turchi 1'ordine, se non i pessimi christiani ? Io son testimonio, che i Greci, ch' i Latini, che i 

Tedeschi, che gli Ungari, e che ogni altra generation di christiani, mescolati co' turchi impararono 1'opere e la 

fede loro, i quali domenticatisi della fede christiana, espugnavano la città. O empij che rinegasti Christo. O 

settatori di antichristo, dannati alle pene infernali, questo è hora il vostro tempo." (Sansovino, p. 258.)  
3
  J. H. Krause: Die Byzantiner des Mittelalters, pp. 385-6. (Halle, 1869.) 

4  Hertzberg, p. 616.   Finlay, vol. v. p. 118. 
5
  Turchicæ Spurcitiæ Suggillatio, fol. xix. (a). 
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pprrooffeessssiioonn  ooff  ffaaiitthh..  FFoorr  iiff  oonnllyy  aa  mmaann  ccaann  ppeerrssuuaaddee  hhiimmsseellff  tthhaatt  hhee  iiss  aa  

wwoorrsshhiippppeerr  ooff  tthhee  OOnnee  GGoodd,,  tthhee  ppooiissoonn  ooff  hhiiss  eerrrroorr  eeaassiillyy  iinnffeeccttss  hhiimm  uunnddeerr  tthhee  

gguuiissee  ooff  rreelliiggiioonn..  TThhiiss  iiss  tthhee  rroocckk  ooff  ooffffeennccee  oonn  wwhhiicchh  mmaannyy  hhaavvee  ssttrruucckk  aanndd  

ffaalllleenn  iinnttoo  tthhee  ssnnaarree  tthhaatt  hhaass  bbrroouugghhtt  ppeerrddiittiioonn  oonn  tthheeiirr  ssoouullss..  TThhiiss  iiss  tthhee  mmiillll--

ssttoonnee  tthhaatt  hhuunngg  aabboouutt  tthhee  nneecckkss  ooff  mmaannyy  hhaass  pplluunnggeedd  tthheemm  iinnttoo  tthhee  ppiitt  ooff  

ddeessppaaiirr..  FFoorr  wwhheenn  tthheessee  ffoooollss  hheeaarr  tthhee  TTuurrkkss  eexxeeccrraattee  iiddoollaattrryy  aanndd  eexxpprreessss  tthheeiirr  

hhoorrrroorr  ooff  eevveerryy  iimmaaggee  aanndd  ppiiccttuurree  aass  tthhoouugghh  iitt  wweerree  tthhee  ffiirree  ooff  hheellll,,  aanndd  ssoo  

ccoonnttiinnuuaallllyy  pprrooffeessss  aanndd  pprreeaacchh  tthhee  wwoorrsshhiipp  ooff  OOnnee  GGoodd,,  tthheerree  nnoo  lloonnggeerr  rreemmaaiinnss  

aannyy  rroooomm  ffoorr  ssuussppiicciioonn  iinn  tthheeiirr  mmiinnddss..""    

TThhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  IIssllaamm  wwoouulldd  nnooww  bbee  tthhee  nnaattuurraall  rreeffuuggee  ffoorr  tthhoossee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  

tthhee  EEaasstteerrnn  CChhuurrcchh  wwhhoo  ffeelltt  ssuucchh  yyeeaarrnniinnggss  aafftteerr  aa  ppuurreerr  aanndd  ssiimmpplleerr  ffoorrmm  ooff  

ddooccttrriinnee  aass  hhaadd  ggiivveenn  rriissee  ttoo  tthhee  PPaauulliicciiaann  hheerreessyy  ssoo  ffiieerrcceellyy  ssuupppprreesssseedd  aa  ffeeww  

cceennttuurriieess  bbeeffoorree..  TThhiiss  mmoovveemmeenntt  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  vveerryy  llaarrggeellyy  aa  pprrootteesstt  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  

ssuuppeerrssttiittiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  OOrrtthhooddooxx  CChhuurrcchh,,  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  wwoorrsshhiipp  ooff  iimmaaggeess,,  rreelliiccss  aanndd  

ssaaiinnttss,,  aanndd  aann  eeffffoorrtt  aafftteerr  ssiimmpplliicciittyy  ooff  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  tthhee  ddeevvoouutt  lliiffee..  AAss  ssoommee  

aaddhheerreennttss  ooff  tthhiiss  hheerreessyy  wweerree  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  iinn  BBuullggaarriiaa  eevveenn  ssoo  llaattee  aass  tthhee  

sseevveenntteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,
11
  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ccoonnqquueerroorrss  ddoouubbttlleessss  ffoouunndd  mmaannyy  wwhhoo  

wweerree  ddiissssaattiissffiieedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  ddooccttrriinnee  aanndd  pprraaccttiiccee  ooff  tthhee  GGrreeeekk  CChhuurrcchh;;..  aanndd  aass  aallll  

tthhee  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  wweerree  uunnffaavvoouurraabbllee  ttoo  tthhee  ffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  aannyy  ssuucchh  PPrrootteessttaanntt  

CChhuurrcchheess  aass  aarroossee  iinn  tthhee  WWeesstt,,  ssuucchh  ddiisssseennttiieenntt  ssppiirriittss  wwoouulldd  ddoouubbttlleessss  ffiinndd  aa  

mmoorree  ccoonnggeenniiaall  aattmmoosspphheerree  iinn  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm..  TThheerree  iiss  eevveerryy  rreeaassoonn  ttoo  

tthhiinnkk  tthhaatt  ssuucchh  wwaass  tthhee  rreessuulltt  ooff  tthhee  uunnssuucccceessssffuull  aatttteemmpptt  ttoo  PPrrootteessttaannttiissee  tthhee  

GGrreeeekk  CChhuurrcchh  iinn  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  sseevveenntteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy..  TThhee  gguuiiddiinngg  ssppiirriitt  ooff  

tthhiiss  mmoovveemmeenntt  wwaass  CCyyrriill  LLuuccaarriiss,,  ffiivvee  ttiimmeess  PPaattrriiaarrcchh  ooff  CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee,,  ffrroomm  

11662211  ttoo  11663388;;  aass  aa  yyoouunngg  mmaann  hhee  hhaadd  vviissiitteedd  tthhee  UUnniivveerrssiittiieess  ooff  WWiitttteennbbeerrgg  aanndd  

GGeenneevvaa,,  ffoorr  tthhee  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  ssttuuddyyiinngg  tthheeoollooggyy  iinn  tthhee  sseeaattss  ooff  PPrrootteessttaanntt  lleeaarrnniinngg,,  

aanndd  oonn  hhiiss  rreettuurrnn  hhee  kkeepptt  uupp  aa  ccoorrrreessppoonnddeennccee  wwiitthh  ddooccttoorrss  ooff  tthhee  rreeffoorrmmeedd  ffaaiitthh  

iinn  GGeenneevvaa,,  HHoollllaanndd  aanndd  EEnnggllaanndd..  BBuutt  nneeiitthheerr  tthhee  ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  

EEnnggllaanndd  nnoorr  ooff  tthhee  LLuutthheerraannss  aattttrraacctteedd  hhiiss  ssyymmppaatthhiieess  ssoo  wwaarrmmllyy  aass  tthhee  

tteeaacchhiinnggss  ooff  JJoohhnn  CCaallvviinn,,
22
  wwhhiicchh  hhee  ssttrroovvee  ttoo  iinnttrroodduuccee  iinnttoo  tthhee  GGrreeeekk  CChhuurrcchh;;  

hhiiss  eeffffoorrttss  iinn  tthhiiss  ddiirreeccttiioonn  wweerree  wwaarrmmllyy  ssuuppppoorrtteedd  bbyy  tthhee  CCaallvviinniissttss  ooff  GGeenneevvaa,,  

wwhhoo  sseenntt  aa  lleeaarrnneedd  yyoouunngg  tthheeoollooggiiaann,,  nnaammeedd  LLeeggeerr,,  ttoo  aassssiisstt  tthhee  wwoorrkk  bbyy  

ttrraannssllaattiinngg  iinnttoo  GGrreeeekk  tthhee  wwrriittiinnggss  ooff  CCaallvviinniisstt  tthheeoollooggiiaannss..
33
  CCyyrriill  aallssoo  ffoouunndd  

wwaarrmm  ffrriieennddss  iinn  tthhee  PPrrootteessttaanntt  eemmbbaassssiieess  aatt  CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee,,  tthhee  DDuuttcchh  aanndd  

EEnngglliisshh  aammbbaassssaaddoorrss  eessppeecciiaallllyy  aassssiissttiinngg  hhiimm  lliibbeerraallllyy  wwiitthh  ffuunnddss;;  tthhee  JJeessuuiittss,,  

oonn  tthhee  ootthheerr  hhaanndd,,  ssuuppppoorrtteedd  bbyy  tthhee  CCaatthhoolliicc  aammbbaassssaaddoorrss,,  ttrriieedd  iinn  eevveerryy  wwaayy  ttoo  

tthhwwaarrtt  tthhiiss  aatttteemmpptt  ttoo  CCaallvviinniissee  tthhee  GGrreeeekk  CChhuurrcchh,,  aanndd  aaccttiivveellyy  sseeccoonnddeedd  tthhee  

iinnttrriigguueess  ooff  tthhee  ppaarrttyy  ooff  ooppppoossiittiioonn  aammoonngg  tthhee  GGrreeeekk  cclleerrggyy,,  wwhhoo  ffiinnaallllyy  

ccoommppaasssseedd  tthhee  ddeeaatthh  ooff  tthhee  PPaattrriiaarrcchh..  IInn  11662299  CCyyrriill  ppuubblliisshheedd  aa  CCoonnffeessssiioonn  ooff  

                                                           
1
  Rycaut, vol. i. pp. 710-11.    Bizzi, fol. 49 (b).  

2
  Pichler,  pp. 164, 172. 

3
  Id. p. 143. 
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FFaaiitthh,,  tthhee  mmaaiinn  oobbjjeecctt  ooff  wwhhiicchh  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ttoo  pprreesseenntt  tthhee  ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  

tthhee  OOrrtthhooddooxx  CChhuurrcchh  iinn  tthheeiirr  ooppppoossiittiioonn  ttoo  RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliicciissmm  iinn  ssuucchh  aa  wwaayy  aass  

ttoo  iimmppllyy  aa  nneecceessssaarryy  aaccccoorrdd  wwiitthh  PPrrootteessttaanntt  tteeaacchhiinngg..
11
  FFrroomm  CCaallvviinn  hhee  bboorrrroowwss  

tthhee  ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  PPrreeddeessttiinnaattiioonn  aanndd  ssaallvvaattiioonn  bbyy  ffaaiitthh  aalloonnee,,  hhee  ddeenniieess  tthhee  

iinnffaalllliibbiilliittyy  ooff  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh,,  rreejjeeccttss  tthhee  aauutthhoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh  iinn  tthhee  

iinntteerrpprreettaattiioonn  ooff  HHoollyy  SSccrriippttuurree,,  aanndd  ccoonnddeemmnnss  tthhee  aaddoorraattiioonn  ooff  ppiiccttuurreess  ::  iinn  hhiiss  

aaccccoouunntt  ooff  tthhee  wwiillll  aanndd  iinn  mmaannyy  ootthheerr  qquueessttiioonnss,,  hhee  iinncclliinneess  rraatthheerr  ttoo  CCaallvviinniissmm  

tthhaann  ttoo  tthhee  tteeaacchhiinnggss  ooff  tthhee  OOrrtthhooddooxx  CChhuurrcchh..
22
  TThhee  pprroommuullggaattiioonn  ooff  tthhiiss  

CCoonnffeessssiioonn  ooff  FFaaiitthh  aass  rreepprreesseennttiinngg  tthhee  tteeaacchhiinngg  ooff  tthhee  wwhhoollee  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  wwhhiicchh  

hhee  wwaass  tthhee  ssppiirriittuuaall  hheeaadd,,  eexxcciitteedd  vviioolleenntt  ooppppoossiittiioonn  aammoonngg  tthhee  mmaassss  ooff  tthhee  

GGrreeeekk  cclleerrggyy,,  aanndd  aa  ffeeww  wweeeekkss  aafftteerr  CCyyrriill''ss  ddeeaatthh  aa  ssyynnoodd  wwaass  hheelldd  ttoo  ccoonnddeemmnn  

hhiiss  ooppiinniioonnss  aanndd  pprroonnoouunnccee  hhiimm  ttoo  bbee  AAnnaatthheemmaa;;  iinn  11664422  aa  sseeccoonndd  ssyynnoodd  wwaass  

hheelldd  aatt  CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee  ffoorr  tthhee  ssaammee  ppuurrppoossee,,  wwhhiicchh  aafftteerr  rreeffuuttiinngg  eeaacchh  aarrttiiccllee  ooff  

CCyyrriill''ss  CCoonnffeessssiioonn  iinn  ddeettaaiill,,  aass  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  hhaadd  ddoonnee,,  tthhuuss  ffuullmmiinnaatteedd  iittss  ccuurrssee  uuppoonn  

hhiimm  aanndd  hhiiss  ffoolllloowweerrss  ::——""  WWiitthh  oonnee  ccoonnsseenntt  aanndd  iinn  uunnqquuaalliiffiieedd  tteerrmmss,,  wwee  

ccoonnddeemmnn  tthhiiss  wwhhoollee  CCoonnffeessssiioonn  aass  ffuullll  ooff  hheerreessiieess  aanndd  uutttteerrllyy  ooppppoosseedd  ttoo  oouurr  

oorrtthhooddooxxyy,,  aanndd  lliikkeewwiissee  ddeeccllaarree  tthhaatt  iittss  ccoommppiilleerr  hhaass  nnootthhiinngg  iinn  ccoommmmoonn  wwiitthh  

oouurr  ffaaiitthh,,  bbuutt  iinn  ccaalluummnniioouuss  ffaasshhiioonn  hhaass  ffaallsseellyy  cchhaarrggeedd  hhiiss  oowwnn  CCaallvviinniissmm  oonn  

uuss..  AAllll  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  rreeaadd  aanndd  kkeeeepp  iitt  aass  ttrruuee  aanndd  bbllaammeelleessss,,  aanndd  ddeeffeenndd  iitt  bbyy  

wwrriitttteenn  wwoorrdd  oorr  ssppeeeecchh,,  wwee  tthhrruusstt  oouutt  ooff  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthhffuull  aass  

ffoolllloowweerrss  aanndd  ppaarrttaakkeerrss  ooff  hhiiss  hheerreessyy  aanndd  ccoorrrruuppttoorrss  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  CChhuurrcchh,,  

aanndd  ccoommmmaanndd  tthhaatt  wwhhaatteevveerr  bbee  tthheeiirr  rraannkk  aanndd  ssttaattiioonn,,  tthheeyy  bbee  ttrreeaatteedd  aass  hheeaatthheenn  

aanndd  ppuubblliiccaannss..  LLeett  tthheemm  bbee  llaaiidd  uunnddeerr  aann  aannaatthheemmaa  ffoorr  eevveerr  aanndd  ccuutt  ooffff  ffrroomm  tthhee  

FFaatthheerr,,  tthhee  SSoonn  aanndd  tthhee  HHoollyy  GGhhoosstt  iinn  tthhiiss  lliiffee  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  lliiffee  ttoo  ccoommee,,  aaccccuurrsseedd,,  

eexxccoommmmuunniiccaatteedd,,  bbee  lloosstt  aafftteerr  ddeeaatthh,,  aanndd  bbee  ppaarrttaakkeerrss  ooff  eevveerrllaassttiinngg  ppuunniisshh--

mmeenntt..""
33
  IInn  11667722  aa  tthhiirrdd  ssyynnoodd  mmeett  aatt  JJeerruussaalleemm  ttoo  rreeppuuddiiaattee  tthhee  hheerreettiiccaall  aarrttiicclleess  

ooff  tthhiiss  CCoonnffeessssiioonn  ooff  FFaaiitthh  aanndd  vviinnddiiccaattee  tthhee  oorrtthhooddooxxyy  ooff  tthhee  GGrreeeekk  CChhuurrcchh  

aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  rreepprreesseenntteedd    hheerr  aass  iinnffeecctteedd    wwiitthh    CCaallvviinniissmm..      TThhee  aatttteemmpptt  ttoo  

PPrrootteessttaannttiissee  tthhee  GGrreeeekk  CChhuurrcchh  tthhuuss  ccoommpplleetteellyy  ffaaiilleedd  ttoo  aacchhiieevvee  ssuucccceessss::      tthhee  

ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  CCaallvviinn  wweerree  ddiiaammeettrriiccaallllyy  ooppppoosseedd  ttoo  hheerr  tteeaacchhiinnggss,,  aanndd  iinnddeeeedd  

iinnccuullccaatteedd  mmaannyy  aarrttiicclleess  ooff  ffaaiitthh  tthhaatt  wweerree  mmoorree  iinn  hhaarrmmoonnyy  wwiitthh  tthhee  tteenneettss  ooff  

MMuusslliimm  tthheeoollooggiiaannss  tthhaann  wwiitthh  tthhoossee  ooff  tthhee  OOrrtthhooddooxx  CChhuurrcchh,,  aanndd  wwhhiicchh  

mmoorreeoovveerr  sshhee  hhaadd  oofftteenn  aattttaacckkeedd  iinn  hheerr  ccoonnttrroovveerrssiieess  wwiitthh  hheerr  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  

aaddvveerrssaarriieess..  IItt  iiss  tthhiiss  aapppprrooxxiimmaattiioonn  ttoo  IIssllaammiicc  tthhoouugghhtt  wwhhiicchh  ggiivveess  tthhiiss  

mmoovveemmeenntt  ttoowwaarrddss  CCaallvviinniissmm  aa  ppllaaccee  iinn  aa  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  sspprreeaadd  ooff  IIssllaamm;;    aa  mmaann  

wwhhoo  iinnvveeiigghheedd  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  aaddoorraattiioonn  ooff  ppiiccttuurreess,,  ddeeccrriieedd  tthhee  aauutthhoorriittyy  aanndd  tthhee  

vveerryy  iinnssttiittuuttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  pprriieesstthhoooodd,,  mmaaiinnttaaiinneedd  tthhee  ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  aabbssoolluuttee  

PPrreeddeessttiinnaattiioonn,,  ddeenniieedd  ffrreeeeddoomm  ttoo  tthhee  hhuummaann  wwiillll  aanndd  wwaass  iinn  ssyymmppaatthhyy  wwiitthh  tthhee  

sstteerrnn  ssppiirriitt  ooff  CCaallvviinniissmm  tthhaatt  hhaadd  mmoorree  iinn  ccoommmmoonn  wwiitthh  tthhee  OOlldd  tthhaann  tthhee  NNeeww  

                                                           
1 Pichler, p. 148.    It is doubtful, however, whether Cyril was really the author of this document bearing his 

name.    (Kyriakos, p. 100.) 
2
  Id. pp. 183-9.                                    

3  Id. p. 226. 
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TTeessttaammeenntt  ——wwoouulldd  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  ffiinndd  aa  mmoorree  ccoonnggeenniiaall  aattmmoosspphheerree  iinn  IIssllaamm  tthhaann  iinn  

tthhee  GGrreeeekk  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  tthhee  sseevveenntteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  aanndd  tthheerree  ccaann  bbee  lliittttllee  ddoouubbtt  tthhaatt  

aammoonngg  tthhee  nnuummeerroouuss  ccoonnvveerrttss  ooff  IIssllaamm  dduurriinngg  tthhaatt  cceennttuurryy  wweerree  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  

mmeenn  wwhhoo  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  aalliieennaatteedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  tthheeiirr  ffaatthheerrss  tthhrroouugghh  tthheeiirr  

lleeaanniinnggss  ttoowwaarrddss  CCaallvviinniissmm..
11
      WWee  hhaavvee  nnoo  ddeeffiinniittee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aass  ttoo  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  

ooff  tthhee  ffoolllloowweerrss  ooff  CCyyrriill  LLuuccaarriiss  aanndd  tthhee  eexxtteenntt  ooff  CCaallvviinniissttiicc  iinnfflluueenncceess  iinn  tthhee  

GGrreeeekk  CChhuurrcchh;;  tthhee  cclleerrggyy,,  jjeeaalloouuss  ooff  tthhee  rreeppuuttaattiioonn  ooff  tthheeiirr  CChhuurrcchh,,  wwhhoossee  

oorrtthhooddooxxyy  aanndd  iimmmmuunniittyy  ffrroomm  hheerreessyy  wweerree  ssoo  bbooaassttffuullllyy  vviinnddiiccaatteedd  bbyy  hheerr  

cchhiillddrreenn,,  aanndd  hhaadd  tthhuuss  bbeeeenn  iimmppuuggnneedd  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  ssuussppiicciioonn  ooff  CCaallvviinniissmm,,  

wwiisshheedd  ttoo  rreepprreesseenntt  tthhee  hheerreettiiccaall  ppaattrriiaarrcchh  aass  ssttaannddiinngg  aalloonnee  iinn  hhiiss  ooppiinniioonnss..
22
      

BBuutt    aa      ffoolllloowwiinngg    hhee    uunnddoouubbtteeddllyy  hhaadd::  hhiiss  CCoonnffeessssiioonn  ooff  FFaaiitthh  hhaadd  rreecceeiivveedd  tthhee  

ssaannccttiioonn  ooff  aa  ssyynnoodd  ccoommppoosseedd  ooff  hhiiss  ffoolllloowweerrss;;
33
  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ssyymmppaatthhiisseedd  wwiitthh  hhiiss  

hheerreessiieess  wweerree  aannaatthheemmaattiisseedd  bbootthh  bbyy  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  ssyynnoodd  ooff  CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee  ((11664422))  

aanndd  bbyy  tthhee  ssyynnoodd  ooff  JJeerruussaalleemm  ((11667722))
44
——ssuurreellyy    aa    mmeeaanniinngglleessss    rreeppeettiittiioonn,,    hhaadd    

nnoo    ssuucchh  ppeerrssoonnss  eexxiisstteedd;;  mmoorreeoovveerr  tthhee  nnaammeess  ooff  ssoommee  ffeeww  ooff  tthheessee  hhaavvee  ccoommee  

ddoowwnn  ttoo  uuss  ::  SSoopphhrroonniiuuss,,  MMeettrrooppoolliittaann  ooff  AAtthheennss,,  wwaass  aa  wwaarrmm  ssuuppppoorrtteerr  ooff  tthhee  

RReeffoorrmmaattiioonn;;
55
  aa  mmoonnkk  nnaammeedd  NNiiccooddeemmuuss  MMeettaarraass,,  wwhhoo  hhaadd  bbrroouugghhtt  aa  pprriinnttiinngg--

pprreessss  ffrroomm  LLoonnddoonn  aanndd  iissssuueedd  hheerreettiiccaall  ttrreeaattiisseess  tthheerreeffrroomm,,  wwaass  rreewwaarrddeedd  wwiitthh  aa  

mmeettrrooppoolliittaann  sseeee  bbyy  CCyyrriill  iinn  rreettuurrnn  ffoorr  hhiiss  sseerrvviicceess;;
66
  tthhee  pphhiilloossoopphheerr  CCoorryyddaalleeuuss,,  

aa  ffrriieenndd  ooff  CCyyrriill,,  ooppeenneedd  aa  CCaallvviinniissttiicc  sscchhooooll  iinn  CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee,,  aanndd  aannootthheerr  

GGrreeeekk,,  GGeerrggaannooss,,  ppuubblliisshheedd  aa  CCaatteecchhiissmm  ssoo  aass  ttoo  iinnttrroodduuccee  tthhee  tteeaacchhiinnggss  ooff  

CCaallvviinn  aammoonngg  hhiiss  ffeellllooww--ccoouunnttrryymmeenn;;
77
  aanndd  NNeeoopphhyyttuuss  IIII,,  wwhhoo  wwaass  mmaaddee  

PPaattrriiaarrcchh  iinn  11663366,,  wwhhiillee  CCyyrriill  wwaass  iinn  eexxiillee  iinn  tthhee  iissllaanndd  ooff  RRhhooddeess,,  wwaass  hhiiss  

ddiisscciippllee  aanndd  aaddoopptteedd  ssoonn;;  hhee  rreeccaalllleedd  hhiiss  mmaasstteerr  ffrroomm  bbaanniisshhmmeenntt  aanndd  rreessiiggnneedd  

tthhee  ppaattrriiaarrcchhaall  cchhaaiirr  iinn  hhiiss  ffaavvoouurr..
88
  IInn  aa  lleetttteerr  ttoo  tthhee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  GGeenneevvaa  ((ddaatteedd  

JJuullyy,,  11663366)),,  CCyyrriill  wwrriitteess  tthhaatt  LLeeggeerr  hhaadd  ggaaiinneedd  aa  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ccoonnvveerrttss  ttoo  

CCaallvviinniissmm  bbyy  hhiiss  wwrriittiinnggss  aanndd  pprreeaacchhiinngg;;
99
  iinn  aannootthheerr  lleetttteerr  aaddddrreesssseedd  ttoo  LLeeggeerr,,  

hhee  ddeessccrriibbeess  hhooww  hhee  hhaadd  mmaaddee  hhiiss  iinnfflluueennccee  ffeelltt  iinn  CCaannddiiaa..
1100

  HHiiss  ssuucccceessssoorr
1111

  iinn  

tthhee  ppaattrriiaarrcchhaall  cchhaaiirr  wwaass  bbaanniisshheedd  ttoo  CCaarrtthhaaggee  aanndd  tthheerree  ssttrraanngglleedd  bbyy  tthhee  

aaddhheerreennttss  ooff  LLuuccaarriiss  iinn  11663399..
1122

  TThhee  CCaallvviinniissttss  aarree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  eenntteerrttaaiinneedd  hhooppeess  

ooff  PPaarrtthheenniiuuss  II  ((tthhee  ssuucccceessssoorr  ooff  CCyyrriill  IIII)),,  bbuutt  hhiiss  uunnttiimmeellyy  eenndd  ((wwhheetthheerr  bbyy  

ppooiissoonn  oorr  bbaanniisshhmmeenntt  iiss  uunncceerrttaaiinn))  ddiissaappppooiinntteedd  tthheeiirr  eexxppeeccttaattiioonnss..
1133

  PPaarrtthheenniiuuss  

                                                           
1
  As regards the Christian captives the Protestants certainly had the reputation among the Turks of showing a 

greater inclination towards conversion than the Catholics. (Gmelin, p. 21.) 
2 Pichler, pp. 211, 227. 
3 Id. pp. 181, 228. 
4
 Id. pp. 222, 226. 

5 Pichler, p. 173. 
6 Id. pp. 128,132,143. 
7
 Id. p. 143. 

8 Le Quien, tom. i. col. 334. 
9 Pichler, p. 172. 
10 Hefele, vol. i. p. 473. 
11 Cyril II of Berrhœa. 
12 Le Quien, tom. i. col. 335. 
13 Id. tom. i. col. 336. 
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IIII,,  wwhhoo  wwaass  PPaattrriiaarrcchh  ooff  CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee  ffrroomm  11664444  ttoo  11664466,,  wwaass  aatt  hheeaarrtt  aa  

tthhoorroouugghh  CCaallvviinniisstt,,  aanndd  tthhoouugghh  hhee  ddiidd  nnoott  vveennttuurree  ooppeennllyy  ttoo  tteeaacchh  tthhee  ddooccttrriinneess  

ooff  CCaallvviinn,,  ssttiillll  hhiiss  kknnoowwnn  ssyymmppaatthhyy  wwiitthh  tthheemm  ccaauusseedd  hhiimm  ttoo  bbee  ddeeppoosseedd,,  sseenntt  

iinnttoo  eexxiillee  aanndd  ssttrraanngglleedd..
11
  TThhuuss  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  CCaallvviinniissmm  wwaass  uunnddoouubbtteeddllyy  

mmoorree  wwiiddeesspprreeaadd  tthhaann  tthhee  eenneemmiieess  ooff  CCyyrriill  LLuuccaarriiss  wweerree  wwiilllliinngg  ttoo  aaddmmiitt,,  aanndd  aass  

ssttaatteedd  aabboovvee,,  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  rreeffuusseedd  ttoo  bbooww  ttoo  tthhee  aannaatthheemmaass  ooff  tthhee  ssyynnooddss  tthhaatt  

ccoonnddeemmnneedd  tthheeiirr  lleeaaddeerr,,  hhaadd  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  mmoorree  iinn  ccoommmmoonn  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  

nneeiigghhbboouurrss  tthhaann  wwiitthh  tthhee  OOrrtthhooddooxx  cclleerrggyy  wwhhoo  ccaasstt  tthheemm  oouutt  ooff  tthheeiirr  mmiiddsstt..  

TThheerree  iiss  nnoo  aaccttuuaall  eevviiddeennccee,,  iitt  iiss  ttrruuee,,  ooff  CCaallvviinniissttiicc  iinnfflluueenncceess  iinn  TTuurrkkeeyy  

ffaacciilliittaattiinngg  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ttoo  IIssllaamm,,
22
  bbuutt  iinn  tthhee  aabbsseennccee  ooff  aannyy  ootthheerr  eexxppllaannaattiioonn  iitt  

cceerrttaaiinnllyy  sseeeemmss  aa  vveerryy  ppllaauussiibbllee  ccoonnjjeeccttuurree  tthhaatt  ssuucchh  wweerree  aammoonngg  tthhee  ffaaccttoorrss  tthhaatt  

ssoo  eennoorrmmoouussllyy  iinnccrreeaasseedd  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  GGrreeeekk  rreenneeggaaddeess  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  mmiiddddllee  

ooff  tthhee  sseevveenntteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy——aa  ppeerriioodd  dduurriinngg  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  rreenneeggaaddeess  

ffrroomm  aammoonngg  tthhee  mmiiddddllee  aanndd  lloowweerr  oorrddeerrss  ooff  ssoocciieettyy  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  mmoorree  

ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  tthhaann  aatt  aannyy  ootthheerr  ttiimmee..
33
  FFrreeqquueenntt  mmeennttiioonn  iiss  mmaaddee  ooff  ccaasseess  ooff  

aappoossttaassyy  ffrroomm  aammoonngg  tthhee  cclleerrggyy,,  aanndd  eevveenn  aammoonngg  tthhee  hhiigghheesstt  ddiiggnniittaarriieess  ooff  tthhee  

CChhuurrcchh,,  ssuucchh  aass  aa  ffoorrmmeerr  MMeettrrooppoolliittaann  ooff  RRhhooddeess..
44
  IInn  11667766  iitt  iiss  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  iinn  

CCoorriinntthh  ssoommee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppeeooppllee  wweenntt  oovveerr  eevveerryy  ddaayy  ttoo  ""tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  

aabboommiinnaattiioonn,,""  aanndd  tthhaatt  tthhrreeee  pprriieessttss  hhaadd  bbeeccoommee  MMuussaallmmaannss  tthhee  yyeeaarr  bbeeffoorree;;
55
  iinn  

11667799  iiss  rreeccoorrddeedd  tthhee  ddeeaatthh  ooff  aa  rreenneeggaaddee  mmoonnkk..
66
  OOnn  tthhee  ooccccaassiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

cciirrccuummcciissiioonn  ooff  MMuussttaaffāā,,  ssoonn  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  IIVV,,  iinn  11667755,,  tthheerree  wweerree  aatt  lleeaasstt  ttwwoo  

hhuunnddrreedd  pprroosseellyytteess  mmaaddee  dduurriinngg  tthhee  tthhiirrtteeeenn  ddaayyss  ooff  ppuubblliicc  rreejjooiicciinngg,,
77
  aanndd  

nnuummeerroouuss  ootthheerr  iinnssttaanncceess  mmaayy  bbee  ffoouunndd  iinn  wwrriittiinnggss  ooff  tthhiiss  ppeerriioodd..  AA  

ccoonntteemmppoorraarryy  wwrriitteerr  ((11666633))  hhaass  wweellll  ddeessccrriibbeedd  tthhee  mmeennttaall  aattttiittuuddee  ooff  ssuucchh  ccoonn--

vveerrttss..  ""  WWhheenn  yyoouu  mmiixx  wwiitthh  tthhee  TTuurrkkss  iinn  tthhee  oorrddiinnaarryy  iinntteerrccoouurrssee  ooff  lliiffee  aanndd  sseeee  

tthhaatt  tthheeyy  pprraayy  aanndd  ssiinngg  eevveenn  tthhee  PPssaallmmss  ooff  DDaavviidd;;  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  ggiivvee  aallmmss  aanndd  ddoo  

ootthheerr  ggoooodd  wwoorrkkss;;  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  tthhiinnkk  hhiigghhllyy  ooff  CChhrriisstt,,  hhoolldd  tthhee  BBiibbllee  iinn  ggrreeaatt  

hhoonnoouurr,,  aanndd  tthhee  lliikkee;;  tthhaatt,,  bbeessiiddeess,,  aannyy  aassss  mmaayy  bbeeccoommee  ppaarriisshh  pprriieesstt  wwhhoo  pplliieess  

tthhee  BBaassssaa  wwiitthh  pprreesseennttss,,  aanndd  hhee  wwiillll  nnoott  uurrggee  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  oonn  yyoouu  vveerryy  mmuucchh;;  ssoo  

                                                           
1 Id. tom. i. col. 337. 

 
2 However, in an earlier attempt made by the Protestant theologians of Tübingen (1573-77) to introduce the 

doctrines of the Reformed Church into the Eastern Church, the Vaivode Quarquar of Samtskheth in Georgia 

embraced the Confession of Augsburg, but in 1580 became a Muslim. (Joselian, p. 140.) 
3 Scheffler, §§ 53-6.    Finlay, vol. v. pp. 118-19. 
4 Hammer (1), vol. vi. p. 94. 
5 Spon, vol. ii. p. 57. 
6 Hammer (1), vol. vi. p. 364. 
7
  Early Voyages and Travels in the Levant, edited by J, Theodore Bent, p. 210. (London, 1893.) Similarly, 

Michel Baudier concludes his description of the festivities in Constantinople on the occasion of the circumcision 

of Muhammad III in the latter part of the sixteenth century, with an account of the conversion of a large number 

of Christians. "During the spectacles of this solemnity, the wretched Grecians ran by troupes in this place to 

make themselves Mahometans; Some abandoned Christianitie to avoid the oppression of the Turkes, others for 

the hope of private profit. . . . The number of these cast-awayes was found to be above foure thousand soules." 

(The History of the Serrail, and of the Court of the Grand Seigneur Emperour of the Turkes, pp. 93-4. (London, 

1635.) Histoire generate da Serrail, et de la Cour du Grand Seigneur, Empereur des Turcs, pp. 89-90. (Paris, 

1631.)) 



 130 

yyoouu  wwiillll  ccoommee  ttoo  tthhiinnkk  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  aarree  ggoooodd  ppeeooppllee  aanndd  wwiillll  vveerryy  pprroobbaabbllyy  bbee  

ssaavveedd;;  aanndd  ssoo  yyoouu  wwiillll  ccoommee  ttoo  bbeelliieevvee  tthhaatt  yyoouu  ttoooo  mmaayy  bbee  ssaavveedd,,  iiff  yyoouu  

lliikkeewwiissee  bbeeccoommee  TTuurrkkss..  HHeerreewwiitthh  wwiillll  tthhee  HHoollyy  TTrriinniittyy  aanndd  tthhee  ccrruucciiffiieedd  SSoonn  ooff  

GGoodd,,  wwiitthh  mmaannyy  ootthheerr  mmyysstteerriieess  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh,,  wwhhiicchh  sseeeemm  qquuiittee  aabbssuurrdd  ttoo  tthhee  uunn--

eennlliigghhtteenneedd  rreeaassoonn,,  eeaassiillyy  ppaassss  oouutt  ooff  yyoouurr  tthhoouugghhttss,,  aanndd  iimmppeerrcceeppttiibbllyy  

CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  wwiillll  qquuiittee  ddiiee  oouutt  iinn  yyoouu,,  aanndd  yyoouu  wwiillll  tthhiinnkk  tthhaatt  iitt  iiss  aallll  tthhee  ssaammee  

wwhheetthheerr  yyoouu  bbee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  oorr  TTuurrkkss..""
11
  

TThhoommaass  SSmmiitthh,,  wwhhoo  wwaass  iinn  CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee  iinn  11666699,,  ssppeeaakkss  ooff  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  

ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  ccoonnvveerrttss  aabboouutt  tthhiiss  ppeerriioodd,,  bbuutt  aassssiiggnnss  bbaasseerr  mmoottiivveess..  ““''TTiiss  ssaadd  ttoo  

ccoonnssiiddeerr  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  wwrreettcchheedd  ppeeooppllee,,  wwhhoo  ttuurrnn  TTuurrkkss;;  ssoommee  oouutt  ooff  

mmeeeerr  ddeessppeerraattiioonn;;  bbeeiinngg  nnoott  aabbllee  ttoo  ssuuppppoorrtt  tthhee  bbuurrtthheenn  ooff  ssllaavveerryy,,  aanndd  ttoo  aavvooiidd  

tthhee  rreevviilliinnggss  aanndd  iinnssuullttiinnggss  ooff  tthhee  IInnffiiddeellss;;  ssoommee  oouutt  ooff  aa  wwaannttoonn  lliigghhtt  hhuummoouurr,,  

ttoo  ppuutt  tthheemmsseellvveess  iinnttoo  aa  ccoonnddiittiioonn  ooff  ddoommiinneeeerriinngg  aanndd  iinnssuullttiinngg  oovveerr  ootthheerrss  ..  ..  ..  

ssoommee  ttoo  aavvooiidd  tthhee  ppeennaallttiieess  aanndd  iinnfflliiccttiioonnss  dduuee  ttoo  tthheeiirr  hheeiinnoouuss  ccrriimmeess,,  aanndd  ttoo  

eennjjooyy  tthhee  bbrruuttiisshh  lliibbeerrttiieess,,  tthhaatt  MMaahhoommeett  ccoonnsseeccrraatteedd  bbyy  hhiiss  oowwnn  eexxaammppllee,,  aanndd  

rreeccoommmmeennddeedd  ttoo  hhiiss  ffoolllloowweerrss..  TThheessee  aarree  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  aanndd  tteemmppttiinngg  aarrgguummeennttss  aanndd  

mmoottiivveess  ooff  tthheeiirr  aappoossttaassyy,,  mmeeeerr  ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonnss  ooff  eeaassee,,  pplleeaassuurree  aanndd  pprroossppeerriittyy,,  

oorr  eellssee  ooff  vvaanniittyy  aanndd  gguuiilltt;;  ffoorr  iitt  ccaannnnoott  bbee  pprreessuummeedd,,  tthhaatt  aannyy  tthhrroouugghh  

ccoonnvviiccttiioonn  ooff  mmiinndd  sshhoouulldd  bbee  wwrroouugghhtt  uuppoonn  ttoo  eemmbbrraaccee  tthhee  ddoottaaggeess  aanndd  

iimmppoossttuurreess  ooff  TTuurrcciissmmee..""
22
  RReeccoorrddss  ooff  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss  aafftteerr  tthhiiss  ppeerriioodd  aarree  rraarree,,  bbuutt  

MMoottrraayyee  ggiivveess  aann  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  sseevveerraall  rreenneeggaaddeess,,  wwhhoo  bbeeccaammee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  iinn  

CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee  iinn  11770033;;  aammoonngg  tthheemm  wwaass  aa  FFrreenncchh  pprriieesstt  aanndd  ssoommee  ootthheerr  FFrreenncchh  

CCaatthhoolliiccss,,  aanndd  ssoommee  pprriieessttss  ffrroomm  SSmmyyrrnnaa..
33
  

AAnnootthheerr  ffeeaattuurree  iinn  tthhee  ccoonnddiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  GGrreeeekk  CChhuurrcchh  tthhaatt  ccoonnttrriibbuutteedd  ttoo  

tthhee  ddeeccaayy  ooff  iittss  nnuummbbeerrss,,  wwaass  tthhee  ccoorrrruuppttiioonn  aanndd  ddeeggrraaddaattiioonn  ooff  iittss  ppaassttoorrss,,  

ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  tthhee  hhiigghheerr  cclleerrggyy..  TThhee  sseeeess  ooff  bbiisshhooppss  aanndd  aarrcchhbbiisshhooppss  wweerree  ppuutt  uupp  

ttoo  aauuccttiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  hhiigghheesstt  bbiiddddeerrss,,  aanndd  tthhee  ppuurrcchhaasseerrss  ssoouugghhtt  ttoo  rreeccoouupp  tthheemmsseellvveess  

bbyy  eexxaaccttiinngg  lleevviieess  ooff  aallll  kkiinnddss  ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  fflloocckkss;;  tthheeyy  bbuurrddeenneedd  tthhee  uunnffoorrttuunnaattee  

CChhrriissttiiaannss  wwiitthh  ttaaxxeess  oorrddiinnaarryy  aanndd  eexxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy,,  mmaaddee  tthheemm  ppuurrcchhaassee  aallll  tthhee  

ssaaccrraammeennttss  aatt  eexxoorrbbiittaanntt  rraatteess,,  bbaappttiissmm,,  ccoonnffeessssiioonn,,  hhoollyy  ccoommmmuunniioonn,,  

iinndduullggeenncceess,,  aanndd  tthhee  rriigghhtt  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  bbuurriiaall..  SSoommee  ooff  tthhee  cclleerrggyy  eevveenn  ffoorrmmeedd  

aann  uunnhhoollyy  aalllliiaannccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  JJaanniissssaarriieess,,  aanndd  sseevveerraall  bbiisshhooppss  hhaadd  tthheeiirr  nnaammeess  aanndd  

tthhoossee  ooff  tthheeiirr  hhoouusseehhoollddss  iinnssccrriibbeedd  oonn  tthhee  lliisstt  ooff  oonnee  ooff  tthheeiirr  OOrrttaass  oorr  rreeggiimmeennttss,,  

tthhee  bbeetttteerr  ttoo  sseeccuurree  aann  iimmmmuunniittyy  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  eexxcceesssseess  aanndd  eessccaappee  tthhee  ppuunniisshhmmeenntt  ooff  

tthheeiirr  ccrriimmeess  uunnddeerr  tthhee  pprrootteeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhiiss  ccoorrppoorraattiioonn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  wweeaakknneessss  ooff  tthhee  

OOttttoommaann  rruulleerrss  hhaadd  aalllloowweedd  ttoo  aassssuummee  ssuucchh  aa  ppoowweerrffuull  ppoossiittiioonn  iinn  tthhee  ssttaattee..
44
  

TThhee  eevviiddeennccee  ooff  ccoonntteemmppoorraarryy  eeyyeewwiittnneesssseess  ttoo  tthhee  oopppprreessssiivvee  bbeehhaavviioouurr  ooff  tthhee  

GGrreeeekk  cclleerrggyy  pprreesseennttss  aa  tteerrrriibbllee  ppiiccttuurree  ooff  tthhee  ssuuffffeerriinnggss  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss..  

TToouurrnneeffoorrtt  iinn  11770000,,  aafftteerr  ddeessccrriibbiinngg  tthhee  eelleeccttiioonn  ooff  aa  nneeww  PPaattrriiaarrcchh,,  ssaayyss;;  ""WWee  

                                                           
1 Scheffler, § 55. 
2 Thomas   Smith:   An   Account   of   the Greek   Church,   pp.   15-16. (London, 1680.) 
3 A. de la Motraye : Voyages en Europe, Asie et Afrique, vol. i. pp. 306, 308.    (La Haye, 1727.) 
4 Pitzipios, Seconde Partie, pp. 83-7.    Pichler, p. 29. 
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nneeeedd  nnoott  aatt  aallll  ddoouubbtt  bbuutt  tthhee  nneeww  PPaattrriiaarrcchh  mmaakkeess  tthhee  bbeesstt  ooff  hhiiss  ttiimmee..  TTyyrraannnnyy  

ssuucccceeeeddss  ttoo  SSiimmoonnyy  ::  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  tthhiinngg  hhee  ddooeess  iiss  ttoo  ssiiggnniiffyy  tthhee  SSuullttaann''ss  oorrddeerr  ttoo  aallll  

tthhee  AArrcchhbbiisshhooppss  aanndd  BBiisshhooppss  ooff  hhiiss  cclleerrggyy  ::  hhiiss  ggrreeaatteesstt  ssttuuddyy  iiss  ttoo  kknnooww  eexxaaccttllyy  

tthhee  rreevveennuueess  ooff  eeaacchh  PPrreellaattee;;  hhee  iimmppoosseess  aa  ttaaxx  uuppoonn  tthheemm,,  aanndd  eennjjooiinnss  tthheemm  vveerryy  

ssttrriiccttllyy  bbyy  aa  sseeccoonndd  lleetttteerr  ttoo  sseenndd  tthhee  ssuumm  ddeemmaannddeedd,,  ootthheerrwwiissee  tthheeiirr  ddiioocceesseess  

aarree  aaddjjuuddgg''dd  ttoo  tthhee  hhiigghheesstt  bbiiddddeerr..  TThhee  PPrreellaatteess  bbeeiinngg  uusseedd  ttoo  tthhiiss  ttrraaddee,,  nneevveerr  

ssppaarree  tthheeiirr  SSuuffffrraaggaannss;;  tthheessee  llaatttteerr  ttoorrmmeenntt  tthhee  PPaappaass  ::  tthhee  PPaappaass  fflleeaa  tthhee  

PPaarriisshhiioonneerrss  aanndd  hhaarrddllyy  sspprriinnkkllee  tthhee  lleeaasstt  ddrroopp  ooff  HHoollyy  WWaatteerr,,  bbuutt  wwhhaatt  tthheeyy  aarree  

ppaaiidd  ffoorr  bbeeffoorreehhaanndd..  IIff  aafftteerrwwaarrddss  tthhee  PPaattrriiaarrcchh  hhaass  ooccccaassiioonn  ffoorr  mmoonneeyy,,  hhee  

ffaarrmmss  oouutt  tthhee  ggaatthheerriinngg  ooff  iitt  ttoo  tthhee  hhiigghheesstt  bbiiddddeerr  aammoonngg  tthhee  TTuurrkkss::  hhee  tthhaatt  ggiivveess  

mmoosstt  ffoorr  iitt,,  ggooeess  iinnttoo  GGrreeeeccee  ttoo  cciittee  tthhee  PPrreellaatteess..  UUssuuaallllyy  ffoorr  ttwweennttyy  tthhoouussaanndd  

ccrroowwnnss  tthhaatt  tthhee  cclleerrggyy  iiss  ttaaxx''dd  aatt,,  tthhee  TTuurrkk  eexxttoorrttss  ttwwoo  aanndd  ttwweennttyy;;  ssoo  tthhaatt  hhee  hhaass  

tthhee  ttwwoo  tthhoouussaanndd  ccrroowwnnss  ffoorr  hhiiss  ppaaiinnss,,  bbeessiiddeess  hhaavviinngg  hhiiss  cchhaarrggeess  bboorrnnee  iinn  eevveerryy  

ddiioocceessee..  IInn  vviirrttuuee  ooff  tthhee  aaggrreeeemmeenntt  hhee  hhaass  mmaaddee  wwiitthh  tthhee  PPaattrriiaarrcchh,,  hhee  ddeepprriivveess  

aanndd  iinntteerrddiiccttss  ffrroomm  aallll  eecccclleessiiaassttiiccaall  ffuunnccttiioonnss,,  tthhoossee  pprreellaatteess  wwhhoo  rreeffuussee  ttoo  ppaayy  

tthheeiirr  ttaaxx..""
11
  TThhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  cclleerrggyy  aarree  eevveenn  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  ccaarrrriieedd  ooffff  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  ooff  

tthhee  ppaarriisshhiioonneerrss  aanndd  ssoolldd  tthheemm  aass  ssllaavveess,,  ttoo  ggeett  mmoonneeyy  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  ssiimmoonniiaaccaall  

ddeessiiggnnss..
22
    

TThhee  eexxttoorrttiioonnss  pprraaccttiisseedd  iinn  tthhee  sseevveenntteeeenntthh  hhaavvee  ffoouunndd  tthheeiirr  ccoouunntteerrppaarrtt  iinn  

tthhee  nniinneetteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  aanndd  tthhee  ssuuffffeerriinnggss  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ooff  tthhee  GGrreeeekk  CChhuurrcchh  

iinn  BBoossnniiaa,,  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  AAuussttrriiaann  ooccccuuppaattiioonn,,  eexxaaccttllyy  iilllluussttrraattee  tthhee  wwoorrddss  ooff  

TToouurrnneeffoorrtt..  TThhee  MMeettrrooppoolliittaann  ooff  SSeerraajjeevvoo  uusseedd  ttoo  wwrriinngg  aass  mmuucchh  aass  ??1100,,000000  aa  

yyeeaarr  ffrroomm  hhiiss  mmiisseerraabbllee  fflloocckk——aa  ssuumm  eexxaaccttllyy  ddoouubbllee  tthhee  ssaallaarryy  ooff  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  

GGoovveerrnnoorr  hhiimmsseellff——  aanndd  ttoo  rraaiissee  tthhiiss  eennoorrmmoouuss  ssuumm  tthhee  uunnffoorrttuunnaattee  ppaarriisshhiioonneerrss  

wweerree  ssqquueeeezzeedd  iinn  eevveerryy  ppoossssiibbllee  wwaayy,,  aanndd  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  aauutthhoorriittiieess  hhaadd  oorrddeerrss  ttoo  

aassssiisstt  tthhee  cclleerrggyy  iinn  lleevvyyiinngg  tthheeiirr  eexxaaccttiioonnss;;  aanndd  wwhhoollee  CChhrriissttiiaann  vviillllaaggeess  ssuuffffeerreedd  

tthhee  ffaattee  ooff  ssaacckkeedd  cciittiieess,,  ffoorr  rreeffuussiinngg,,  oorr  oofftteenn  bbeeiinngg  uunnaabbllee,,  ttoo  ccoommppllyy  wwiitthh  tthhee  

eexxoorrbbiittaanntt  ddeemmaannddss  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  PPrreellaatteess..
33
  SSuucchh  uunnbbeeaarraabbllee  oopppprreessssiioonn  oonn  tthhee  

ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  ssppiirriittuuaall  lleeaaddeerrss  wwhhoo  sshhoouulldd  pprrootteecctt  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn,,  hhaass  

oofftteenn  ssttiirrrreedd  iitt  uupp  ttoo  ooppeenn  rreevvoolltt,,  wwhheenneevveerr  aa  ffaavvoouurraabbllee  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  hhaass  ooffffeerreedd  

iittsseellff..
44
  IItt  iiss  nnoott  ssuurrpprriissiinngg  tthheenn  ttoo  lleeaarrnn  tthhaatt  mmaannyy  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  wweenntt  oovveerr  ttoo  

IIssllaamm,,  ttoo  ddeelliivveerr  tthheemmsseellvveess  ffrroomm  ssuucchh  ttyyrraannnnyy..
55
  

EEcccclleessiiaassttiiccaall  oopppprreessssiioonn  ooff  aa  rraatthheerr  ddiiffffeerreenntt  cchhaarraacctteerr  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  

bbeeeenn  rreessppoonnssiibbllee  ffoorr  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  aanncceessttoorrss  ooff  aa  ssmmaallll  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ooff  

                                                           
1 Tournefort, vol. i. p. 107.  Spon uses much the same language, vol. i. p. 56. 
2 Gaultier de Leslie, p. 137. 
3 A. J. Evans, p. 267. Similarly Mackenzie and Irby say : "In most parts of Old Serbia the idea we found 

associated with a bishop, was that of a person who carried off what few paras the Turks had left” (p. 258). A 

similar account of the clergy of the Greek Church is given by a writer in the Revue des Deux Mondes (tome 97, 

p. 336), who narrates the following story : " Au début de ce siècle, à Tirnova, un certain pope du nom de 

Joachim, adoré de ses ouailles, détesté de son évêque, reçut l'ordre, un jour, de faire la corvée du fumier dans 

l'écurie episcopale. Il se rebiffa: aussitôt la valetaille l'assaillit à coups de fourche. Mais notre homme était 

vigoureux : il se débattit, et, laissant sa tunique en gage, s'en fut tout chaud chez le cadi. Le soleil n'était pas 

couché qu'il devenait bon Musulman.” 
4 Pitzipios, Seconde Partie, p. 87. 
5 Id. Seconde Partie, p. 87.    Pichler, p. 29. 
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aabboouutt  44000000  SSoouutthheerrnn  RRuummaanniiaannss,,  aatt  NNooaannttaa  iinn  tthhee  MMeegglleenn  ddiissttrriicctt  ooff  tthhee  vviillaayyeett  

ooff  SSaalloonniikkaa;;  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  aa  ttrraaddiittiioonn  tthhaatt  iinn  tthhee  eeiigghhtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  tthhee  PPaattrriiaarrcchh  ooff  

CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee  ppeerrssuuaaddeedd  tthhee  rreeiiggnniinngg  SSuullttaann  tthhaatt  oonnllyy  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  wwhhoo  ssppookkee  

GGrreeeekk  ccoouulldd  bbee  llooyyaall  ssuubbjjeeccttss  ooff  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  eemmppiirree;;  tthhee  SSuullttaann  tthheerreeuuppoonn  

ffoorrbbaaddee  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ttoo  ssppeeaakk  aannyytthhiinngg  bbuutt  GGrreeeekk,,  oonn  ppaaiinn  ooff  hhaavviinngg  tthheeiirr  

ttoonngguueess  ccuutt  oouutt;;  wwhheenn  tthhee  nneewwss  ooff  tthhiiss  rreeaacchheedd  NNooaannttaa,,  aa  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  

fflleedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  wwooooddss  aanndd  ffoouunnddeedd  ffrreesshh  vviillllaaggeess,,  bbuutt  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  wweerree  lleefftt  bbeehhiinndd  

wweenntt  oovveerr  ttoo  IIssllaamm,,  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  bbiisshhoopp  aatt  tthheeiirr  hheeaadd,,  iinn  oorrddeerr  tthheerreebbyy  ttoo  rreettaaiinn  

tthheeiirr  mmootthheerr--ttoonngguuee..
11
  

TThhoouugghh  tthhee  mmaassss  ooff  tthhee  ppaarriisshh  cclleerrggyy  wweerree  iinnnnoocceenntt  ooff  tthhee  cchhaarrggeess  

bbrroouugghhtt  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthheeiirr  ssuuppeerriioorrss,,
22
  ssttiillll  tthheeyy  wweerree  vveerryy  iiggnnoorraanntt  aanndd  iilllliitteerraattee..  AAtt  

tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  sseevveenntteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  tthheerree  wweerree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  bbee  hhaarrddllyy  ttwweellvvee  ppeerrssoonnss  

iinn  tthhee  wwhhoollee  TTuurrkkiisshh  ddoommiinniioonnss  tthhoorroouugghhllyy  sskkiilllleedd  iinn  tthhee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthhee  

aanncciieenntt  GGrreeeekk  llaanngguuaaggee;;  iitt  wwaass  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  aa  ggrreeaatt  mmeerriitt  iinn  tthhee  cclleerrggyy  ttoo  bbee  aabbllee  

ttoo  rreeaadd,,  wwhhiillee  tthheeyy  wweerree  qquuiittee  iiggnnoorraanntt  ooff  tthhee  mmeeaanniinngg  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrddss  ooff  tthheeiirr  

sseerrvviiccee--bbooookkss..
33
  

WWhhiillee  tthheerree  wwaass  ssoo  mmuucchh  iinn  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ssoocciieettyy  ooff  tthhee  ttiimmee  ttoo  rreeppeell,,  

tthheerree  wwaass  mmuucchh  iinn  tthhee  cchhaarraacctteerr  aanndd  lliiffee  ooff  tthhee  TTuurrkkss  ttoo  aattttrraacctt,,  aanndd  tthhee  

ssuuppeerriioorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  OOttttoommaannss  aass  ccoommppaarreedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  ddeeggrraaddaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

gguuiiddeess  aanndd  tteeaacchheerrss  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  CChhuurrcchh  wwoouulldd  nnaattuurraallllyy  iimmpprreessss  ddeevvoouutt  

mmiinnddss  tthhaatt  rreevvoolltteedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  sseellffiisshh  aammbbiittiioonn,,  ssiimmoonnyy  aanndd  ccoorrrruuppttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

GGrreeeekk  eecccclleessiiaassttiiccss..  CChhrriissttiiaann  wwrriitteerrss  ccoonnssttaannttllyy  pprraaiissee  tthheessee  TTuurrkkss  ffoorr  tthhee  

eeaarrnneessttnneessss  aanndd  iinntteennssiittyy  ooff  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioouuss  lliiffee;;  tthheeiirr  zzeeaall  iinn  tthhee  ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee  ooff  

tthhee  oobbsseerrvvaanncceess  pprreessccrriibbeedd  bbyy  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh;;  tthhee  oouuttwwaarrdd  ddeecceennccyy  aanndd  mmooddeessttyy  

ddiissppllaayyeedd  iinn  tthheeiirr  aappppaarreell  aanndd  mmooddee  ooff  lliivviinngg;;  tthhee  aabbsseennccee  ooff  oosstteennttaattiioouuss  ddiissppllaayy  

aanndd  tthhee  ssiimmpplliicciittyy  ooff  lliiffee  oobbsseerrvvaabbllee  eevveenn  iinn  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  aanndd  ppoowweerrffuull..
44
  TThhee  

aannnnaalliisstt  ooff  tthhee  eemmbbaassssyy  ffrroomm  tthhee  EEmmppeerroorr  LLeeooppoolldd  II  ttoo  tthhee  OOttttoommaann  PPoorrttee  iinn  

11666655--11666666,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  eeuullooggiisseess  tthhee  ddeevvoouuttnneessss  aanndd  rreegguullaarriittyy  ooff  tthhee  TTuurrkkss  iinn  

pprraayyeerr,,  aanndd  hhee  eevveenn  ggooeess  ssoo  ffaarr  aass  ttoo  ssaayy,,  ""  NNoouuss  ddeevvoonnss  ddiirree  ??  llaa  ccoonnffuussiioonn  ddeess  

CChhrr??ttiieennss,,  qquuee  lleess  TTuurrccss  tt??mmooiiggnneenntt  bbeeaauuccoouupp  pplluuss  ddee  ssooiinn  eett  ddee  zz??llee  ??  

11''eexxeerrcciiccee  ddee  lleeuurr  RReelliiggiioonn  ::  qquuee  lleess  CChhrr??ttiieennss  nn''eenn  ffoonntt  ppaarroo??ttrree  ??  llaa  pprraattiiqquuee  ddee  

llaa  lleeuurr..  ..  ..  ..  MMaaiiss  ccee  qquuii  ppaassssee  ttoouutt  ccee  qquuee  nnoouuss  eexxppeerriimmeennttoonnss  ddee  dd??vvoott  eennttrree  lleess  

CChhrr??ttiieennss  ::  cc''eesstt  qquuee  ppeennddaanntt  llee  tteemmss  ddee  llaa  pprrii??rree,,  vvoouuss  nnee  vvooyyeezz  ppaass  uunnee  

ppeerrssoonnnnee  ddiissttrraaiittee  ddee  sseess  yyeeuuxx  ::  vvoouuss  nn''eenn  vvooyyeezz  ppaass  uunnee  qquuii  nnee  ssooiitt  aattttaacchh??ee  ??  

ll''oobbjjeett  ddee  ssaa  pprrii??rree::  eett  ppaass  uunnee  qquuii  nn''aaiitt  ttoouuttee  llaa  rr??vv??rreennccee  eexxtt??rriieeuurree  ppoouurr  ssoonn  

CCrr??aatteeuurr,,  qquu''oonn  ppeeuutt  eexxiiggeerr  ddee  llaa  CCrr??aattuurree..""
55
  

EEvveenn  tthhee  bbeehhaavviioouurr  ooff  tthhee  ssoollddiieerryy  rreecceeiivveess  iittss  mmeeeedd  ooff  pprraaiissee..  DDuurriinngg  tthhee  

mmaarrcchh  ooff  aann  aarrmmyy  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  wwee  aarree  ttoolldd  bbyy  tthhee  sseeccrreettaarryy  ttoo  

                                                           
1 Lazăr, p. 223. 
2 Finlay, vol. iv. pp. 153-4. 
3 Tournefort, vol. i. p. 104.    Cf. Pichler, pp. 29, 31.    Spon, vol. i. p. 44. 
4 Turchicæ Spurcitiæ Suggillatio, fol. xiii. (b); fol. xv. (b); fol. xvii. (b); fol. xx. (a).    Veniero, pp. 32, 36.    

Busbecq, p. 174. 
5 Gaultier de Leslie, pp. 180, 182. 
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tthhee  EEmmbbaassssyy  sseenntt  bbyy  CChhaarrlleess  IIII  ttoo  tthhee  SSuullttaann,,  hhaadd  nnoo  ccoommppllaaiinnttss  ttoo  mmaakkee  ooff  

bbeeiinngg  pplluunnddeerreedd  oorr  ooff  tthheeiirr  wwoommeenn  bbeeiinngg  mmaallttrreeaatteedd..  AAllll  tthhee  ttaavveerrnnss  aalloonngg  tthhee  

lliinnee  ooff  mmaarrcchh  wweerree  sshhuutt  uupp  aanndd  sseeaalleedd  ttwwoo  oorr  tthhrreeee  ddaayyss  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  aarrrriivvaall  ooff  tthhee  

aarrmmyy,,  aanndd  nnoo  wwiinnee  wwaass  aalllloowweedd  ttoo  bbee  ssoolldd  ttoo  tthhee  ssoollddiieerrss  uunnddeerr  ppaaiinn  ooff  ddeeaatthh..
11
  

MMaannyy  aa  ttrriibbuuttee  ooff  pprraaiissee  iiss  ggiivveenn  ttoo  tthhee  vviirrttuueess  ooff  tthhee  TTuurrkkss  eevveenn  bbyy  

CChhrriissttiiaann  wwrriitteerrss  wwhhoo  bboorree  tthheemm  nnoo  lloovvee  ;;  oonnee  ssuucchh  wwhhoo  hhaadd  aa  vveerryy  ppoooorr  ooppiinniioonn  

ooff  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn,,
22
  ssppeeaakkss  ooff  tthheemm  aass  ffoolllloowwss  ::——""  EEvveenn  iinn  tthhee  ddiirrtt  ooff  tthhee  AAllccoorraann  

yyoouu  sshhaallll  ffiinndd  ssoommee  jjeewweellss  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  VViirrttuueess;;  aanndd  iinnddeeeedd  iiff  CChhrriissttiiaannss  wwiillll  bbuutt  

ddiilliiggeennttllyy  rreeaadd  aanndd  oobbsseerrvvee  tthhee  LLaawwss  aanndd  HHiissttoorriieess  ooff  tthhee  MMaahhoommeettaannss,,  tthheeyy  

mmaayy  bblluusshh  ttoo  sseeee  hhooww  zzeeaalloouuss  tthheeyy  aarree  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrkkss  ooff  ddeevvoottiioonn,,  ppiieettyy,,  aanndd  

cchhaarriittyy,,  hhooww  ddeevvoouutt,,  cclleeaannllyy,,  aanndd  rreevveerreenndd  iinn  tthheeiirr  MMoossqquueess,,  hhooww  oobbeeddiieenntt  ttoo  

tthheeiirr  PPrriieesstt,,  tthhaatt  eevveenn  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  TTuurrkk  hhiimmsseellff  wwiillll  aatttteemmpptt  nnootthhiinngg  wwiitthhoouutt  

ccoonnssuullttiinngg  hhiiss  MMuuffttii;;  hhooww  ccaarreeffuull  aarree  tthheeyy  ttoo  oobbsseerrvvee  tthheeiirr  hhoouurrss  ooff  pprraayyeerr  ffiivvee  

ttiimmeess  aa  ddaayy  wwhheerreevveerr  tthheeyy  aarree,,  oorr  hhoowweevveerr  eemmppllooyyeedd  ??  hhooww  ccoonnssttaannttllyy  ddoo  tthheeyy  

oobbsseerrvvee  tthheeiirr  FFaassttss  ffrroomm  mmoorrnniinngg  ttiillll  nniigghhtt  aa  wwhhoollee  mmoonntthh  ttooggeetthheerr;;  hhooww  lloovviinngg  

aanndd  cchhaarriittaabbllee  tthhee  MMuusslleemmaannss  aarree  ttoo  eeaacchh  ootthheerr,,  aanndd  hhooww  ccaarreeffuull  ooff  ssttrraannggeerrss  

mmaayy  bbee  sseeeenn  bbyy  tthheeiirr  HHoossppiittaallss,,  bbootthh  ffoorr  tthhee  PPoooorr  aanndd  ffoorr  TTrraavveelllleerrss;;  iiff  wwee  

oobbsseerrvvee  tthheeiirr  JJuussttiiccee,,  TTeemmppeerraannccee,,  aanndd  ootthheerr  mmoorraall  VVeerrttuueess,,  wwee  mmaayy  ttrruullyy  bblluusshh  

aatt  oouurr  oowwnn  ccoollddnneessss,,  bbootthh  iinn  ddeevvoottiioonn  aanndd  cchhaarriittyy,,  aatt  oouurr  iinnjjuussttiiccee,,  iinntteemmppeerraannccee,,  

aanndd  oopppprreessssiioonn;;  ddoouubbttlleessss  tthheessee  MMeenn  wwiillll  rriissee  uupp  iinn  jjuuddggmmeenntt  aaggaaiinnsstt  uuss;;  aanndd  

ssuurreellyy  tthheeiirr  ddeevvoottiioonn,,  ppiieettyy  aanndd  wwoorrkkss  ooff  mmeerrccyy  aarree  mmaaiinn  ccaauusseess  ooff  tthhee  ggrroowwtthh  ooff  

MMaahhoommeettiissmm..""  

TThhee  ssaammee  ccoonncclluussiioonn  iiss  ddrraawwnn  bbyy  aa  mmooddeerrnn  hhiissttoorriiaann,,
33
  wwhhoo  wwrriitteess::——""  WWee  

ffiinndd  tthhaatt  mmaannyy  GGrreeeekkss  ooff  hhiigghh  ttaalleenntt  aanndd  mmoorraall  cchhaarraacctteerr  wweerree  ssoo  sseennssiibbllee  ooff  tthhee  

ssuuppeerriioorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  MMoohhaammmmeeddaannss,,  tthhaatt  eevveenn  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  eessccaappeedd  bbeeiinngg  ddrraafftteedd  

iinnttoo  tthhee  SSuullttaann''ss  hhoouusseehhoolldd  aass  ttrriibbuuttee--cchhiillddrreenn,,  tthheeyy  vvoolluunnttaarriillyy  eemmbbrraacceedd  tthhee  

ffaaiitthh  ooff  MMaahhoommeett..  TThhee  mmoorraall  ssuuppeerriioorriittyy  ooff  OOtthhoommaann  ssoocciieettyy  mmuusstt  bbee  aalllloowweedd  ttoo  

hhaavvee  hhaadd  aass  mmuucchh  wweeiigghhtt  iinn  ccaauussiinngg  tthheessee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss,,  wwhhiicchh  wweerree  nnuummeerroouuss  iinn  

tthhee  ffiifftteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  aass  tthhee  ppeerrssoonnaall  aammbbiittiioonn  ooff  iinnddiivviidduuaallss..""  

AA  ggeenneerraattiioonn  tthhaatt  hhaass  wwaattcchheedd  tthhee  ddeeccaayy  ooff  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  ppoowweerr  iinn  EEuurrooppee  

aanndd  tthhee  ssuucccceessssiivvee  ccuurrttaaiillmmeenntt  ooff  iittss  tteerrrriittoorriiaall  ppoosssseessssiioonnss,,  aanndd  iiss  aaccccuussttoommeedd  ttoo  

hheeaarriinngg  iitt  ssppookkeenn  ooff  aass  tthhee  ""  ssiicckk  mmaann,,""  ddeessttiinneedd  ttoo  aa  ssppeeeeddyy  ddiissssoolluuttiioonn,,  mmuusstt  

ffiinndd  iitt  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  ttoo  rreeaalliissee  tthhee  ffeeeelliinnggss  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  OOttttoommaann  eemmppiirree  iinnssppiirreedd  iinn  tthhee  

eeaarrllyy  ddaayyss  ooff  iittss  rriissee  iinn  EEuurrooppee..  TThhee  rraappiidd  aanndd  wwiiddeesspprreeaadd  ssuucccceessss  ooff  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  

aarrmmss  ffiilllleedd  mmeenn''ss  mmiinnddss  wwiitthh  tteerrrroorr  aanndd  aammaazzeemmeenntt..  OOnnee  CChhrriissttiiaann  kkiinnggddoomm  

aafftteerr  aannootthheerr  ffeellll  iinnttoo  tthheeiirr  hhaannddss::  BBuullggaarriiaa,,  SSeerrvviiaa,,  BBoossnniiaa,,  aanndd  HHuunnggaarryy  yyiieellddeedd  

uupp  tthheeiirr  iinnddeeppeennddeennccee  aass  CChhrriissttiiaann  ssttaatteess..  TThhee  pprroouudd  RReeppuubblliicc  ooff  VVeenniiccee  ssaaww  

oonnee  ppoosssseessssiioonn  aafftteerr  aannootthheerr  wwrreesstteedd  ffrroomm  iitt,,  uunnttiill  tthhee  LLiioonn  ooff  SStt..  MMaarrkk  hheelldd  

sswwaayy  oonn  tthhee  sshhoorreess  ooff  tthhee  AAddrriiaattiicc  aalloonnee..  EEvveenn  tthhee  ssaaffeettyy  ooff  tthhee  EEtteerrnnaall  CCiittyy  

                                                           
1 Rycaut, vol. i. p. 689.    See also Georgieviz, pp. 53-4, and Menavino, p.73. 
2 Alexander Ross, p. ix.; he calls the Qur'ān a " gallimaufry of Errors (a Brat as deformed as the Parent, and as 

full of Heresies, as his scald head was of scurf),"—" a hodg podge made up of these four Ingredients. 1. Of 

Contradictions. 2. Of Blasphemy. 3. Of ridiculous Fables. 4. Of Lyes." 
3 Finlay, vol. v. p. 29. 
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iittsseellff  wwaass  mmeennaacceedd  bbyy  tthhee  ccaappttuurree  ooff  OOttrraannttoo..  CChhrriissttiiaann  lliitteerraattuurree  ooff  tthhee  llaatttteerr  

hhaallff  ooff  tthhee  ffiifftteeeenntthh  aanndd  ooff  tthhee  ssiixxtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurriieess  iiss  ffuullll  ooff  ddiirreeffuull  ffoorreebbooddiinnggss  ooff  

tthhee  ffaattee  tthhaatt  tthhrreeaatteenneedd  CChhrriissttiiaann  EEuurrooppee  uunnlleessss  tthhee  vviiccttoorriioouuss  pprrooggrreessss  ooff  tthhee  

TTuurrkk  wwaass  aarrrreesstteedd;;  hhee  iiss  rreepprreesseenntteedd  aass  aa  ssccoouurrggee  iinn  tthhee  hhaanndd  ooff  GGoodd  ffoorr  tthhee  

ppuunniisshhmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  ssiinnss  aanndd  bbaacckk--sslliiddiinnggss  ooff  HHiiss  ppeeooppllee,,
11
  oorr  oonn  tthhee  ootthheerr  hhaanndd  aass  

tthhee  uunnlloooosseedd  ppoowweerr  ooff  tthhee  DDeevviill  wwoorrkkiinngg  ffoorr  tthhee  ddeessttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  

uunnddeerr  tthhee  hhyyppooccrriittiiccaall  gguuiissee  ooff  rreelliiggiioonn..  BBuutt——wwhhaatt  iiss  mmoosstt  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ttoo  nnoottiiccee  

hheerree——ssoommee  mmeenn  bbeeggaann  ttoo  aasskk  tthheemmsseellvveess,,  ""IIss  iitt  ppoossssiibbllee  tthhaatt  GGoodd  wwoouulldd  aallllooww  

tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ttoo  iinnccrreeaassee  iinn  ssuucchh  ccoouunnttlleessss  nnuummbbeerrss  wwiitthhoouutt  ggoooodd  rreeaassoonn  ??  

IIss  iitt  ccoonncceeiivvaabbllee  tthhaatt  ssoo  mmaannyy  tthhoouussaannddss  aarree  ttoo  bbee  ddaammnneedd  lliikkee  oonnee  mmaann  ??  HHooww  

ccaann  ssuucchh  mmuullttiittuuddeess  bbee  ooppppoosseedd  ttoo  tthhee  ttrruuee  ffaaiitthh  ??  ssiinnccee  ttrruutthh  iiss  ssttrroonnggeerr  tthhaann  

eerrrroorr  aanndd  iiss  mmoorree  lloovveedd  aanndd  ddeessiirreedd  bbyy  aallll  mmeenn,,  iitt  iiss  nnoott  ppoossssiibbllee  ffoorr  ssoo  mmaannyy  

mmeenn  ttoo  bbee  ffiigghhttiinngg  aaggaaiinnsstt  iitt..  HHooww  ccoouulldd  tthheeyy  pprreevvaaiill  aaggaaiinnsstt  ttrruutthh,,  ssiinnccee  GGoodd  

aallwwaayyss  hheellppss  aanndd  uupphhoollddss  tthhee  ttrruutthh  ??  HHooww  ccoouulldd  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  ssoo  mmaarrvveelllloouussllyy  

iinnccrreeaassee,,  iiff  bbuuiilltt  uuppoonn  tthhee  rrootttteenn  ffoouunnddaattiioonn  ooff  eerrrroorr??""
22
  SSuucchh  tthhoouugghhttss,,  wwee  aarree  

ttoolldd,,  aappppeeaalleedd  ssttrroonnggllyy  ttoo  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppeeoopplleess  tthhaatt  lliivveedd  uunnddeerr  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  rruullee,,  

aanndd  wwiitthh  eessppeecciiaall  ffoorrccee  ttoo  tthhee  uunnhhaappppyy  CChhrriissttiiaann  ccaappttiivveess  wwhhoo  wwaattcchheedd  tthhee  yyeeaarrss  

ddrraagg  wweeaarriillyy  oonn  wwiitthhoouutt  hhooppee  ooff  rreelleeaassee  oorr  rreessppiittee  ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  mmiisseerryy..  CCaann  wwee  bbee  

ssuurrpprriisseedd  wwhheenn  wwee  ffiinndd  ssuucchh  aa  oonnee  aasskkiinngg  hhiimmsseellff  ??  ""  SSuurreellyy  iiff  GGoodd  wweerree  

pplleeaasseedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  yyoouu  hhaavvee  cclluunngg,,  HHee  wwoouulldd  nnoott  hhaavvee  tthhuuss  

aabbaannddoonneedd  yyoouu,,  bbuutt  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  hheellppeedd  yyoouu  ttoo  ggaaiinn  yyoouurr  ffrreeeeddoomm  aanndd  rreettuurrnn  ttoo  iitt  

aaggaaiinn..  BBuutt  aass  HHee  hhaass  cclloosseedd  eevveerryy  aavveennuuee  ooff  ffrreeeeddoomm  ttoo  yyoouu,,  ppeerrcchhaannccee  iitt  iiss  HHiiss  

pplleeaassuurree  tthhaatt  yyoouu  sshhoouulldd  lleeaavvee  iitt  aanndd  jjooiinn  tthhiiss  sseecctt  aanndd  bbee  ssaavveedd  tthheerreeiinn..""
33
    

TThhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ssllaavvee  wwhhoo  tthhuuss  ddeessccrriibbeess  tthhee  ddoouubbttss  tthhaatt  aarroossee  iinn  hhiiss  mmiinndd  

aass  tthhee  ssllooww--ppaassssiinngg  yyeeaarrss  bbrroouugghhtt  nnoo  rreelliieeff,,  ddoouubbttlleessss  ggiivveess  eexxpprreessssiioonn  hheerree  ttoo  

tthhoouugghhttss  tthhaatt  ssuuggggeesstteedd  tthheemmsseellvveess  ttoo  mmaannyy  aa  hhaapplleessss  CChhrriissttiiaann  ccaappttiivvee  wwiitthh  

oovveerrwwhheellmmiinngg  ppeerrssiisstteennccyy,,  uunnttiill  aatt  llaasstt  hhee  bbrrookkee  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  tthhee  ttiieess  ooff  hhiiss  oolldd  

ffaaiitthh  aanndd  eemmbbrraacceedd  IIssllaamm..  MMaannyy  wwhhoo  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  rreeaaddyy  ttoo  ddiiee  aass  mmaarrttyyrrss  

ffoorr  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  rreelliiggiioonn  iiff  tthhee  mmyytthhiiccaall  cchhooiiccee  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  QQuurr''āānn  aanndd  tthhee  

sswwoorrdd  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ooffffeerreedd  tthheemm,,  ffeelltt  mmoorree  aanndd  mmoorree  ssttrroonnggllyy,,  aafftteerr  lloonngg  yyeeaarrss  ooff  

ccaappttiivviittyy,,  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  tthhoouugghhtt  aanndd  pprraaccttiiccee,,  aanndd  hhuummaanniittyy  

wwoonn  ccoonnvveerrttss  wwhheerree  vviioolleennccee  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  ffaaiilleedd..
44
  FFoorr  tthhoouugghh  tthhee  lloott  ooff  mmaannyy  ooff  

tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ccaappttiivveess  wwaass  aa  vveerryy  ppiittiiaabbllee  oonnee,,  ootthheerrss  wwhhoo  hheelldd  ppoossiittiioonnss  iinn  tthhee  

hhoouusseehhoollddss  ooff  pprriivvaattee  iinnddiivviidduuaallss,,  wweerree  oofftteenn  nnoo  wwoorrssee  ooffff  tthhaann  ddoommeessttiicc  

sseerrvvaannttss  iinn  tthhee  rreesstt  ooff  EEuurrooppee..      

AAss  oorrggaanniisseedd  bbyy  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  LLaaww,,  ssllaavveerryy  wwaass  rroobbbbeedd  ooff  mmaannyy  ooff  

iittss  hhaarrsshheesstt  ffeeaattuurreess,,  nnoorr  iinn  TTuurrkkeeyy  aatt  lleeaasstt  ddooeess  iitt  sseeeemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  
                                                           
1 Schiltberger, p. 96. 
2 Turchicæ Spurcitiæ Suggillatio, fol. xii. (b), xiii. (a). 
3 Id. fol. xxvii. (a). 
4
 "Dum corpora exterius fovendo sub pietatis specie non occidit: interius fidem auferendo animas sua diabolica 

astutia occidere intendit. Huius rei testimonium innumerabilis multitudo fidelium esse potest. Quorum multi 

promptissimi essent pro fide Christi et suarum animarum salute in fide Christi mori: quos tamen conservando a 

morte corporali: et ductos in captivitatem per successum temporis suo infectos veneno fidem Christi turpiter 

negare facit." Turchicæ Spurctiæ Suggillatio, fol. i.; cf. fol. vi. (a). 
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aaccccoommppaanniieedd  bbyy  ssuucchh  bbaarrbbaarriittiieess  aanndd  aattrroocciittiieess  aass  iinn  tthhee  ppiirraattee  ssttaatteess  ooff  NNoorrtthheerrnn  

AAffrriiccaa..  TThhee  ssllaavveess,,  lliikkee  ootthheerr  cciittiizzeennss,,  hhaadd  tthheeiirr  rriigghhttss,,  aanndd  iitt  iiss  eevveenn  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  aa  

ssllaavvee  mmiigghhtt  ssuummmmoonn  hhiiss  mmaasstteerr  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  QQāāddīī  ffoorr  iillll  uussaaggee,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  iiff  hhee  

aalllleeggeedd  tthhaatt  tthheeiirr  tteemmppeerrss  wweerree  ssoo  ooppppoossiittee,,  tthhaatt  iitt  wwaass  iimmppoossssiibbllee  ffoorr  tthheemm  ttoo  

aaggrreeee,,  tthhee  QQāāddīī  ccoouulldd  oobblliiggee  hhiiss  mmaasstteerr  ttoo  sseellll  hhiimm..
11
  TThhee  ccoonnddiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaann  ccaappttiivveess  nnaattuurraallllyy  vvaarriieedd  wwiitthh  cciirrccuummssttaanncceess  aanndd  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  ccaappaabbiilliittiieess  

ooff  aaddaappttiinngg  tthheemmsseellvveess  ttoo  aa  lliiffee  ooff  hhaarrddsshhiipp;;  tthhee  aaggeedd,,  tthhee  pprriieessttss  aanndd  mmoonnkkss,,  aanndd  

tthhoossee  ooff  nnoobbllee  bbiirrtthh  ssuuffffeerreedd  mmoosstt,,  wwhhiillee  tthhee  pphhyyssiicciiaann  aanndd  tthhee  hhaannddiiccrraaffttssmmaann  

rreecceeiivveedd  mmoorree  ccoonnssiiddeerraattee  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  mmaasstteerrss,,  aass  bbeeiinngg  sseerrvvaannttss  tthhaatt  

bbeesstt  rreeppaaiidd  tthhee  mmoonneeyy  ssppeenntt  uuppoonn  tthheemm..
22
  TThhee  ggaalllleeyy--ssllaavveess  nnaattuurraallllyy  ssuuffffeerreedd  

mmoosstt  ooff  aallll,,  iinnddeeeedd  tthhee  kkiinnddeesstt  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  ccoouulldd  hhaavvee  bbuutt  lliittttllee  rreelliieevveedd  tthhee  

hhaarrddsshhiippss  iinncciiddeenntt  ttoo  ssuucchh  aann  ooccccuuppaattiioonn..
33
  FFuurrtthheerr,,  tthhee  lloott  ooff  tthhee  ssllaavveess  wwhhoo  

wweerree  ssttaattee  pprrooppeerrttyy  wwaass  mmoorree  ppiittiiaabbllee  tthhaann  tthhaatt  ooff  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ppuurrcchhaasseedd  

bbyy  pprriivvaattee  iinnddiivviidduuaallss..
44
  AAss  aa  rruullee  tthheeyy  wweerree  aalllloowweedd  tthhee  ffrreeee  eexxeerrcciissee  ooff  tthheeiirr  

rreelliiggiioonn;;  iinn  tthhee  ssttaattee--pprriissoonnss  aatt  CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee,,  tthheeyy  hhaadd  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  pprriieessttss  aanndd  

cchhaappeellss,,  aanndd  tthhee  cclleerrggyy  wweerree  aalllloowweedd  ttoo  aaddmmiinniisstteerr  tthhee  ccoonnssoollaattiioonnss  ooff  rreelliiggiioonn  

ttoo  tthhee  ggaalllleeyy--ssllaavveess..
55
    TThhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ssllaavveess  wwhhoo  eemmbbrraacceedd  IIssllaamm  

wwaass  eennoorrmmoouuss;;  ssoommee  ffeeww  ccaasseess  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  rreeccoorrddeedd  ooff  tthheeiirr  bbeeiinngg  tthhrreeaatteenneedd  aanndd  

iillll--ttrreeaatteedd  ffoorr  tthhee  vveerryy  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  iinndduucciinngg  tthheemm  ttoo  rreeccaanntt,,  bbuutt  aass  aa  rruullee  tthhee  

mmaasstteerrss  sseellddoomm  ffoorrcceedd  tthheemm  ttoo  rreennoouunnccee  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh,,
66
  aanndd  ppuutt  tthhee  ggrreeaatteesstt  

pprreessssuurree  uuppoonn  tthheemm  dduurriinngg  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  yyeeaarrss  ooff  tthheeiirr  ccaappttiivviittyy,,  aafftteerr  wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  lleett  

tthheemm  aalloonnee  ttoo  ffoollllooww  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  ffaaiitthh..
77
  TThhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  ssllaavveess  

tthheerreeffoorree  cchhaannggeedd  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  ffrreeee  cchhooiiccee;;  aanndd  wwhheenn  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  

eemmbbaassssiieess  wweerree  nneevveerr  ssuurree  ffrroomm  ddaayy  ttoo  ddaayy  tthhaatt  ssoommee  ooff  tthheeiirr  ffeellllooww--

                                                           
1 Menavino, p. 96. John Harris : Navigantium atque Itinerantium Bibliotheca, vol. ii. p. 819. (London, 1764.) 
2 " Dieses muss man den Türken nachsagen, dass sie die Diener und Sclaven, durch deren Fleiss und Bemühung 

sie sich einen Nutzen schaffen können, sehr wol und oft besser, als die Christian die ihrige, halten . . . und wann 

ein Knecht in einer Kunst erfahren ist, gehet ihm nichts anders als die Freyheit ab, ausser welche er alles andere 

hat, was ein freyer Mensch sich nur wünschen kan." (G. C. von den Driesch, p. 132.) 
3 Sir William Stirling-Maxwell says of these : The poor wretches who tugged at the oar on board a Turkish ship 

of war lived a life neither more nor less miserable than the galley-slaves under the sign of the Cross. Hard work, 

hard fare, and hard knocks were the lot of both. Ashore, a Turkish or Algerine prison was, perhaps, more 

noisome in its filth and darkness than a prison at Naples or Barcelona; but at sea, if there were degrees of misery, 

the Christian in Turkish chains probably had the advantage; for in the Sultan's vessels the oar-gang was often the 

property of the captain, and the owner's natural tenderness for his own was sometimes supposed to interfere with 

the discharge of his duty." (Vol. i. pp. 102-3.) 
4 Gmelin, p. 16.                               
5 Id. p. 23. 
6 John Harris: Navigantium atque Itinerantium Bibliotheca, vol. ii.p. 810. 

77““  DDiiee  eerrsstteenn  JJaahhrree  ssiinndd  ff??rr  ssoollcchhee  uunnggll??cckklliicchhee  LLeeuuttee  aamm  bbeesscchhwweehhrrlliicchhsstteenn,,  aabbssoonnddeerrlliicchh  wweennnn  ssiiee  nnoocchh  jjuunngg,,  

wweeiill  ddiiee  TT??rrkkeenn  sseellbbiiggee  eennttwweeddeerr  mmiitt  SScchhmmeeiicchheellnn,,  ooddeerr,,  wwaannnn  ddiieesseess  nniicchhttss  vveerrffaannggeenn  wwiillll,,  mmiitt  ddeerr  SScchh??rrffee  zzuu  

iihhrreenn  GGllaauubbeenn  zzuu  bbrriinnggeenn  ssuucchheenn;;  wwaannnn  aabbeerr  ddiieesseerr  SSttuurrmm  ??bbeerrwwuunnddeenn,,  wwiirrdd  mmaann  ffiinnddeenn,,  ddaassss  ddiiee  

GGeeffaannggeennsscchhaafftt  nniirrggeenndd  eerrttrr??gglliicchheerr  aallss  bbeeyy  ddeenn  TT??rrkkeenn  sseeyyee..""  ((GG..  CC..  vvoonn  ddeenn  DDrriieesscchh,,  pp..  113322..))  MMoorreeoovveerr 
GGeeoorrggiieevviizz  ssaayyss  tthhaatt  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ppeerrsseevveerreedd  iinn  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh  wweerree  sseett  ffrreeee  aafftteerr  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  ffiixxeedd  ppeerriioodd..  ""SSii  iinn  

CChhrriissttiiaannaa  ffiiddee  ppeerrsseevveerraavveerriinntt,,  ssttaattuuiittuurr  cceerrttuumm  tteemmppuuss  sseerrvviieennddii,,  qquuoo  eellaappssoo  lliibbeerrii  ffiiuunntt  ..  ..  ..  VVeerruumm  iilllliiss  qquuii  

nnoossttrraamm  rreelliiggiioonneemm  aabbiiuurraarruunntt,,  nneecc  cceerrttuumm  tteemmppuuss  eesstt  sseerrvviieennddii,,  nneedd  uulllluumm  iiuuss  iinn  ppaattrriiaamm  rreeddeeuunnddii,,  ssppeess  

lliibbeerrttaattiiss  ssoolluummmmooddoo  ppeennddeett  aa  ddoommiinnii  aarrbbiittrriioo  ""  ((pp..  8877))..  SSiimmiillaarrllyy  MMeennaavviinnoo,,  pp..  6655.. CCaannttaaccuuzzeennooss  ggiivveess  tthhiiss  

ppeerriioodd  aass  sseevveenn  yyeeaarrss  ::——""  GGrraattaa  ??  llaa  ccoommppaaggnniiaa  cchhee  eessssii  ffaannnnoo  aa  ggllii  sscchhiiaavvii  lloorroo,,  ppeerrcciioocchhee  MMaauummeettttoo  ggllii  hhaa  ffrraa  

11''aallttrree  ccoossee  ccoommaannddaattoo  cchhee  eeggllii  nnoonn  ssii  ppoossssaa  tteenneerr  iinn  sseerrvviitt??  uunnoo  sscchhiiaavvoo  ppii??  cchhee  sseettttee  aannnnii,,  eett  ppeerrccii??  nneessssuunnoo  oo  

rraarroo  ??  ccoolluuii  cchhee  aa  ttaall  ccoommaannddaammeennttoo  vvoogglliiaa  ccoonnttrraaffaarree  ""  ((pp..  112288)).. 
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ccoouunnttrryymmeenn  tthhaatt  hhaadd  aaccccoommppaanniieedd  tthheemm  ttoo  CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee  aass  ddoommeessttiicc  sseerrvvaannttss,,  

mmiigghhtt  nnoott  ttuurrnn  TTuurrkk,,
11
  iitt  ccaann  eeaassiillyy  bbee  uunnddeerrssttoooodd  tthhaatt  ssllaavveess  wwhhoo  hhaadd  lloosstt  aallll  

hhooppee  ooff  rreettuurrnn  ttoo  tthheeiirr  nnaattiivvee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  aanndd  ffoouunndd  lliittttllee  iinn  tthheeiirr  ssuurrrroouunnddiinnggss  ttoo  

ssttrreennggtthheenn  aanndd  ccoonnttiinnuuee  tthhee  tteeaacchhiinnggss  ooff  tthheeiirr  eeaarrlliieerr  yyeeaarrss,,  wwoouulldd  yyiieelldd  ttoo  tthhee  

iinnfflluueenncceess  tthhaatt  bbeesseett  tthheemm  aanndd  wwoouulldd  ffeeeell  ffeeww  rreessttrraaiinnttss  ttoo  hhiinnddeerr  tthheemm  ffrroomm  

eenntteerriinngg  aa  nneeww  ssoocciieettyy  aanndd  aa  nneeww  rreelliiggiioonn..  AAnn  EEnngglliisshh  ttrraavveelllleerr
22
  ooff  tthhee  

sseevveenntteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  hhaass  ssaaiidd  ooff  tthheemm::  ""  FFeeww  eevveerr  rreettuurrnn  ttoo  tthheeiirr  nnaattiivvee  ccoouunnttrryy;;  

aanndd  ffeewweerr  hhaavvee  tthhee  ccoouurraaggee  aanndd  ccoonnssttaannccyy  ooff  rreettaaiinniinngg  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  FFaaiitthh,,  iinn  

wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  wweerree  eedduuccaatteedd;;  tthheeiirr  eedduuccaattiioonn  bbeeiinngg  bbuutt  mmeeaann,,  aanndd  tthheeiirr  kknnoowwlleeddggee  

bbuutt  sslliigghhtt  iinn  tthhee  pprriinncciipplleess  aanndd  ggrroouunnddss  ooff  iitt;;  wwhheerreeooff  ssoommee  aarree  ffrriigghhtteenneedd  iinnttoo  

TTuurrcciissmm  bbyy  tthheeiirr  iimmppaattiieennccee  aanndd  ttoooo  ddeeeepp  rreesseennttmmeennttss  ooff  tthhee  hhaarrddsshhiippss  ooff  tthhee  

sseerrvviittuuddee;;  ootthheerrss  aarree  eennttiicceedd  bbyy  tthhee  bbllaannddiisshhmmeennttss  aanndd  ffllaatttteerriieess  ooff  pplleeaassuurree  tthhee  

MMaahhoommeettaann  LLaaww  aalllloowwss,,  aanndd  tthhee  aalllluurreemmeennttss  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  ooff  mmaakkiinngg  tthheeiirr  

ccoonnddiittiioonn  bbeetttteerr  aanndd  mmoorree  eeaassyy  bbyy  aa  cchhaannggee  ooff  tthheeiirr  RReelliiggiioonn;;  hhaavviinngg  nnoo  hhooppee  

lleefftt  ooff  bbeeiinngg  rreeddeeeemmeedd,,  tthheeyy  rreennoouunnccee  tthheeiirr  SSaavviioouurr  aanndd  tthheeiirr  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy,,  aanndd  

ssoooonn  ffoorrggeett  tthheeiirr  oorriiggiinnaall  ccoouunnttrryy,,  aanndd  aarree  nnoo  lloonnggeerr  llooookkeedd  uuppoonn  aass  ssttrraannggeerrss,,  

bbuutt  ppaassss  ffoorr  nnaattiivveess..""  

MMuucchh  ooff  ccoouurrssee  ddeeppeennddeedd  uuppoonn  tthhee  iinnddiivviidduuaall  cchhaarraacctteerr  ooff  tthhee  ddiiffffeerreenntt  

CChhrriissttiiaann  ssllaavveess  tthheemmsseellvveess..  TThhee  aannoonnyymmoouuss  wwrriitteerr,,  ssoo  oofftteenn  qquuootteedd  aabboovvee,,  

wwhhoossee  lloonngg  ccaappttiivviittyy  mmaaddee  hhiimm  ssoo  ccoommppeetteenntt  ttoo  ssppeeaakk  oonn  tthheeiirr  ccoonnddiittiioonn,,  

ddiivviiddeess  tthheemm  iinnttoo  tthhrreeee  ccllaasssseess  ::——ffiirrsstt,,  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ppaasssseedd  tthheeiirr  ddaayyss  iinn  aallll  

ssiimmpplliicciittyy,,  nnoott  ccaarriinngg  ttoo  ttrroouubbllee  tthheemmsseellvveess  ttoo  lleeaarrnn  aannyytthhiinngg  aabboouutt  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  

ooff  tthheeiirr  mmaasstteerrss;;  ffoorr  tthheemm  iitt  wwaass  eennoouugghh  ttoo  kknnooww  tthhaatt  tthhee  TTuurrkkss  wweerree  iinnffiiddeellss,,  

aanndd  ssoo,,  aass  ffaarr  aass  tthheeiirr  ccaappttiivvee  ccoonnddiittiioonn  aanndd  tthheeiirr  yyookkee  ooff  ssllaavveerryy  aalllloowweedd,,  tthheeyy  

aavvooiiddeedd  hhaavviinngg  aannyytthhiinngg  ttoo  ddoo  wwiitthh  tthheemm  aanndd  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioouuss  wwoorrsshhiipp,,  ffeeaarriinngg  

lleesstt  tthheeyy  sshhoouulldd  bbee  lleedd  aassttrraayy  bbyy  tthheeiirr  eerrrroorrss,,  aanndd  ssttrriivviinngg  ttoo  oobbsseerrvvee  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh  aass  ffaarr  aass  tthheeiirr  kknnoowwlleeddggee  aanndd  ppoowweerr  wweenntt..  TThhee  sseeccoonndd  ccllaassss  

ccoonnssiisstteedd  ooff  tthhoossee  wwhhoossee  ccuurriioossiittyy  lleedd  tthheemm  ttoo  ssttuuddyy  aanndd  iinnvveessttiiggaattee  tthhee  ddooiinnggss  

ooff  tthhee  TTuurrkkss  ::  iiff,,  bbyy  tthhee  hheellpp  ooff  GGoodd,,  tthheeyy  hhaadd  ttiimmee  eennoouugghh  ttoo  ddiivvee  iinnttoo  tthheeiirr  

sseeccrreettss,,  aanndd  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  eennoouugghh  ffoorr  tthhee  iinnvveessttiiggaattiioonn  ooff  tthheemm  aanndd  lliigghhtt  ooff  

rreeaassoonn  ttoo  ffiinndd  tthhee  iinntteerrpprreettaattiioonn  tthheerreeooff,,  tthheeyy  nnoott  oonnllyy  ccaammee  oouutt  ooff  tthhee  ttrriiaall  

uunnssccaatthheedd,,  bbuutt  hhaadd  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  ffaaiitthh  ssttrreennggtthheenneedd..  TThhee  tthhiirrdd  ccllaassss  iinncclluuddeess  tthhoossee  

wwhhoo,,  eexxaammiinniinngg  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  rreelliiggiioonn  wwiitthhoouutt  dduuee  ccaauuttiioonn,,  ffaaiill  ttoo  ddiivvee  iinnttoo  iittss  

ddeepptthhss  aanndd  ffiinndd  tthhee  iinntteerrpprreettaattiioonn  ooff  iitt  aanndd  ssoo  aarree  ddeecceeiivveedd;;  bbeelliieevviinngg  tthhee  eerrrroorrss  

ooff  tthhee  TTuurrkkss  ttoo  bbee  tthhee  ttrruutthh,,  tthheeyy  lloossee  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  eemmbbrraaccee  tthhee  ffaallssee  

rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss,,  hheerreebbyy  nnoott  oonnllyy  ccoommppaassssiinngg  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  ddeessttrruuccttiioonn,,  bbuutt  

                                                           
1 " Fromme Christen, die nach der Türkei oder in andere muhamedanische Länder kamen, hatten Anlass genug 

zur Trauer über die Häufigkeit des Abfalls ihrer Glaubensgenossen, und besonders die Schriften der 

Ordensgeistlichen sind voll von solchen Klagen. Bei den Sclaven konnte sich immer noch ein Gefühl des 

Mitleids dem der Missbilligung beimischen, aber oft genug musste man die bittersten Erfahrungen auch an freien 

Landsleuten machen. Die christlichen Gesandten waren keinen Tag sicher, ob ihnen nicht Leute von ihrem 

Gefolge davon liefen, und man that gut daran, den Tag nicht vor dem Abend zu loben." (Gmelin, p. 22.) Cf. Von 

den Driesch, p. 161. 
2 Thomas Smith, pp. 144-5. 
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sseettttiinngg  aa  bbaadd  eexxaammppllee  ttoo  ootthheerrss  ::  ooff  ssuucchh  mmeenn  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  iiss  iinnffiinniittee..
11
    

CCoonnvveerrssiioonn  ttoo  IIssllaamm  ddiidd  nnoott,,  aass  ssoommee  wwrriitteerrss  hhaavvee  aaffffiirrmmeedd,,  rreelleeaassee  tthhee  

ssllaavvee  ffrroomm  hhiiss  ccaappttiivviittyy  aanndd  mmaakkee  hhiimm  aa  ffrreeee  mmaann,,
22
  ffoorr  eemmaanncciippaattiioonn  wwaass  ssoolleellyy  

aatt  tthhee  ddiissccrreettiioonn  ooff  tthhee  mmaasstteerr;;  wwhhoo  iinnddeeeedd  oofftteenn  pprroommiisseedd  ttoo  sseett  aannyy  ssllaavvee  ffrreeee,,  

wwiitthhoouutt  tthhee  ppaayymmeenntt  ooff  rraannssoomm,,  iiff  oonnllyy  hhee  wwoouulldd  eemmbbrraaccee  IIssllaamm;;
33
    bbuutt,,  oonn  tthhee  

ootthheerr  hhaanndd,,  wwoouulldd  aallssoo  ffrreeeellyy  eemmaanncciippaattee  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ssllaavvee,,  eevveenn  tthhoouugghh  hhee  

hhaadd  ppeerrsseevveerreedd  iinn  hhiiss  rreelliiggiioonn,,  pprroovviiddeedd  hhee  hhaadd  pprroovveedd  hhiimmsseellff  aa  ffaaiitthhffuull  sseerrvvaanntt,,  

aanndd  wwoouulldd  mmaakkee  pprroovviissiioonn  ffoorr  hhiiss  oolldd  aaggee..
44
  

TThheerree  wweerree  mmaannyy  ootthheerrss  wwhhoo,,  lliikkee  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ssllaavveess,,  sseeppaarraatteedd  ffrroomm  

eeaarrllyy  ssuurrrroouunnddiinnggss  aanndd  aassssoocciiaattiioonnss,,  ffoouunndd  tthheemmsseellvveess  ccuutt  lloooossee  ffrroomm  oolldd  ttiieess  

aanndd  tthhrroowwnn  iinnttoo  tthhee  mmiiddsstt  ooff  aa  ssoocciieettyy  aanniimmaatteedd  bbyy  ssoocciiaall  aanndd  rreelliiggiioouuss  iiddeeaallss  ooff  

aann  eennttiirreellyy  nnoovveell  cchhaarraacctteerr..  TThhee  ccrroowwddss  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  wwoorrkkmmeenn  tthhaatt  ccaammee  

wwaannddeerriinngg  ffrroomm  tthhee  ccoonnqquueerreedd  ccoouunnttrriieess  iinn  tthhee  ffiifftteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  ttoo  AAddrriiaannooppllee  

aanndd  ootthheerr  TTuurrkkiisshh  cciittiieess  iinn  sseeaarrcchh  ooff  eemmppllooyymmeenntt,,  wweerree  eeaassiillyy  ppeerrssuuaaddeedd  ttoo  sseettttllee  

tthheerree  aanndd  aaddoopptt  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  IIssllaamm..
55
  SSiimmiillaarrllyy  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaammiilliieess  tthhaatt  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  IIII  ttrraannssppoorrtteedd  ffrroomm  ccoonnqquueerreedd  pprroovviinncceess  iinn  EEuurrooppee  iinnttoo  AAssiiaa  

MMiinnoorr,,
66
  mmaayy  wweellll  hhaavvee  bbeeccoommee  mmeerrggeedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  mmaassss  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ppooppuullaattiioonn  

bbyy  aallmmoosstt  iimmppeerrcceeppttiibbllee  ddeeggrreeeess,,  aass  wwaass  tthhee  ccaassee  wwiitthh  tthhee  AArrmmeenniiaannss  ccaarrrriieedd  

aawwaayy  iinnttoo  PPeerrssiiaa  bbyy  SShhāāhh  ''AAbbbbaass  II  ((11558877--11662299)),,  mmoosstt  ooff  wwhhoomm  aappppeeaarr  ttoo  hhaavvee  

ppaasssseedd  oovveerr  ttoo  IIssllaamm  iinn  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  ggeenneerraattiioonn..
77
  

DDuurriinngg  tthhee  eeiigghhtteeeenntthh  aanndd  nniinneetteeeenntthh  cceennttuurriieess  tthheerree  wwoouulldd  sseeeemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  

bbeeeenn  aa  ddeeccaayy  ooff  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  ssppiirriitt  aammoonngg  tthhee  TTuurrkkss,,  bbuutt  tthhee  llaatttteerr  yyeeaarrss  ooff  tthhee  

rreeiiggnn  ooff  SSuullttaann  ''AAbbdd  aall--ḤḤ aammīīdd  wwiittnneesssseedd  aa  rreenneewweedd  iinntteerreesstt  iinn  MMuusslliimm  

pprrooppaaggaannddaa,,  aanndd  TTuurrkkiisshh  nneewwssppaappeerrss  bbeeggaann  ttoo  rreeccoorrdd  iinnssttaanncceess  ooff  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn..  

AAmmoonngg  tthhee  mmoosstt  nnootteewwoorrtthhyy  ooff  ssuucchh  ccoonnvveerrttss  wweerree  ssoommee  eeiigghhtteeeenn  aammīīrrss  ooff  tthhee  

pprriinncceellyy  ffaammiillyy  ooff  SShhiihhāābb  iinn  MMoouunntt  LLeebbaannoonn,,  wwhhiicchh  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffoorr  

aabboouutt  aa  cceennttuurryy;;  tthheeyy  aarree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  ccllaaiimm  ddeesscceenntt  ffrroomm  tthhee  QQuurraayysshh,,  aanndd  tthhee  TTuurrkkss  

mmaaddee  eevveerryy  eeffffoorrtt  ttoo  bbrriinngg  tthheemm  bbaacckk  ttoo  tthhee  ffoolldd  ooff  IIssllaamm;;  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  bbeeccaammee  

MMuusslliimmss  wweerree  aappppooiinntteedd  ttoo  lluuccrraattiivvee  ppoossttss  iinn  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  cciivviill  sseerrvviiccee..
88
  

IInn  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ppaaggeess  iitt  iiss  pprrooppoosseedd  ttoo  ggiivvee  aa  mmoorree  ddeettaaiilleedd  aanndd  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr  

aaccccoouunntt  ooff  tthhee  sspprreeaadd  ooff  IIssllaamm  aammoonngg  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppooppuullaattiioonnss  ooff  AAllbbaanniiaa,,  

SSeerrvviiaa,,  BBoossnniiaa  aanndd  CCrreettee,,  aass  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  eeaacchh  ooff  tthheessee  ccoouunnttrriieess  aafftteerr  iittss  ccoonn--

qquueesstt  bbyy  tthhee  OOttttoommaannss  pprreesseennttss  ssoommee  ssppeecciiaall  ffeeaattuurreess  ooff  iinntteerreesstt  iinn  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  

tthhee  pprrooppaaggaattiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm..  

                                                           
1 Turchicæ Spurcitiæ Suggillatio, fol. xxxv. (a). 

 
2 M. d'Ohsson, vol. iii. p. 133. Georgieviz, p. 87 (quoted above). Menavino, p. 95. 
3 Von den Driesch, p. 250. 
4 Id. p. 131-2. 
5 Turchicæ Spurcitiæ Suggillatio, fol. xi. 
6
 Hertzberg, p. 621.  

7 " The old People dying, the young ones generally turn Mahumetans : so that now (1655) you can hardly meet 

with two Christian Armenians in all those fair Plains, which their fathers were sent to manure."    Tavernier (1), 

p. 16. 
8 H. H. Jessup: Fifty-three Years in Syria, vol. ii. p. 658. (New York, 1910.) 
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TThhee  AAllbbaanniiaannss,,  wwiitthh  tthhee  eexxcceeppttiioonn  ooff  ssoommee  sseettttlleemmeennttss  iinn  GGrreeeeccee,,
11
  iinnhhaabbiitt  

tthhee  mmoouunnttaaiinnoouuss  ccoouunnttrryy  tthhaatt  ssttrreettcchheess  aalloonngg  tthhee  eeaasstt  sshhoorree  ooff  tthhee  AAddrriiaattiicc  ffrroomm  

MMoonntteenneeggrroo  ttoo  tthhee  GGuullff  ooff  AArrttaa..  TThheeyy  ffoorrmm  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  oollddeesstt  aanndd  ppuurreesstt--bbllooooddeedd  

rraacceess  iinn  EEuurrooppee  aanndd  aarree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  bbeelloonngg  ttoo  tthhee  PPeellaassggiicc  bbrraanncchh  ooff  tthhee  AArryyaann  ssttoocckk..  

TThheeiirr  ccoouunnttrryy  wwaass  ffiirrsstt  iinnvvaaddeedd  bbyy  tthhee  TTuurrkkss  iinn  11338877,,  bbuutt  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  

ffoorrcceess  ssoooonn  hhaadd  ttoo  wwiitthhddrraaww,,  aanndd  tthhee  aauutthhoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  SSuullttaann  wwaass  rreeccooggnniisseedd  ffoorr  

tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ttiimmee  iinn  11442233..  FFoorr  aa  sshhoorrtt  ppeerriioodd  AAllbbaanniiaa  rreeggaaiinneedd  iittss  iinnddeeppeennddeennccee  

uunnddeerr  GGeeoorrggee  KKaassttrriioottaa,,  wwhhoo  iiss  bbeetttteerr  kknnoowwnn  uunnddeerr  hhiiss  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  nnaammee  ooff  

SSccaannddeerrbbeegg  oorr  SSiikkaannddaarrbbeegg..  RReecceenntt  iinnvveessttiiggaattiioonnss  hhaavvee  eessttaabblliisshheedd  tthhee  ffaallssiittyy  ooff  

tthhee  rroommaannttiicc  ffiiccttiioonnss  tthhaatt  hhaadd  ggaatthheerreedd  rroouunndd  tthhee  ssttoorryy  ooff  hhiiss  eeaarrllyy  ddaayyss——hhooww  

tthhaatt  aass  aa  bbooyy  hhee  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ssuurrrreennddeerreedd  aass  aa  hhoossttaaggee  ttoo  tthhee  TTuurrkkss,,  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  

bbrroouugghhtt  uupp  aammoonngg  tthheemm  aass  aa  MMuusslliimm  aanndd  hhaadd  wwoonn  tthhee  ssppeecciiaall  ffaavvoouurr  ooff  tthhee  

SSuullttaann..  TThhee  ttrruutthh  iiss,,  tthhaatt  tthhee  ddaayyss  ooff  hhiiss  yyoouutthh  wweerree  ppaasssseedd  iinn  hhiiss  nnaattiivvee  

mmoouunnttaaiinnss  aanndd  hhiiss  wwaarrffaarree  wwiitthh  tthhee  TTuurrkkss  bbeeggaann  wwiitthh  tthhee  vviiccttoorryy  ggaaiinneedd  oovveerr  

tthheemm  iinn  11444444;;  ffoorr  mmoorree  tthhaann  ttwweennttyy  yyeeaarrss  hhee  mmaaiinnttaaiinneedd  aa  vviiggoorroouuss  aanndd  

ssuucccceessssffuull  rreessiissttaannccee  ttoo  tthheeiirr  iinnvvaaddiinngg  ffoorrcceess,,  bbuutt  aafftteerr  hhiiss  ddeeaatthh  iinn  11446677,,  tthhee  

TTuurrkkss  bbeeggaann  aaggaaiinn  ttoo  ttaakkee  ppoosssseessssiioonn  ooff  AAllbbaanniiaa..  KKrrūūyyaa,,  tthhee  ccaappiittaall  ooff  tthhee  

KKaassttrriioott  ddyynnaassttyy,,  ffeellll  iinnttoo  tthheeiirr  hhaannddss  eelleevveenn  yyeeaarrss  llaatteerr,,  aanndd  ffrroomm  tthhiiss  ddaattee  tthheerree  

aappppeeaarrss  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  nnoo  oorrggaanniisseedd  rreessiissttaannccee  ooff  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  tthhoouugghh  

rreevvoollttss  wweerree  ffrreeqquueenntt  aanndd  tthhee  ssuubbjjeeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  wwaass  nneevveerr  ccoommpplleettee..  

SSoommee  ooff  tthhee  sseeaa--ppoorrtt  ttoowwnnss  hheelldd  oouutt  mmuucchh  lloonnggeerr;;  DDuurraazzzzoo  wwaass  ccaappttuurreedd  iinn  

11550011,,  wwhhiillee  AAnnttiivvaarrii,,  tthhee  nnoorrtthheerrnnmmoosstt  ppooiinntt  ooff  tthhee  sseeaa--ccooaasstt  ooff  AAllbbaanniiaa,,  ddiidd  nnoott  

ssuurrrreennddeerr  uunnttiill  11557711..  TThhee  tteerrmmss  ooff  ccaappiittuullaattiioonn  wweerree  tthhaatt  tthhee  cciittyy  sshhoouulldd  rreettaaiinn  

iittss  oolldd  llaawwss  aanndd  mmaaggiissttrraattuurree,,  tthhaatt  tthheerree  sshhoouulldd  bbee  ffrreeee  aanndd  ppuubblliicc  eexxeerrcciissee  ooff  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaann  rreelliiggiioonn,,  tthhaatt  tthhee  cchhuurrcchheess  aanndd  cchhaappeellss  sshhoouulldd  rreemmaaiinn  uunniinnjjuurreedd  aanndd  

mmiigghhtt  bbee  rreebbuuiilltt  iiff  tthheeyy  ffeellll  iinnttoo  ddeeccaayy;;  tthhaatt  tthhee  cciittiizzeennss  sshhoouulldd  rreettaaiinn  aallll  tthheeiirr  

mmoovvaabbllee  aanndd  iimmmmoovvaabbllee  pprrooppeerrttyy  aanndd  sshhoouulldd  nnoott  bbee  bbuurrddeenneedd  bbyy  aannyy  aaddddiittiioonnaall  

ttaaxxaattiioonn..  

TThhee  AAllbbaanniiaannss  uunnddeerr  TTuurrkkiisshh  rruullee  aappppeeaarr  aallwwaayyss  ttoo  hhaavvee  mmaaiinnttaaiinneedd  aa  

kkiinndd  ooff  sseemmii--aauuttoonnoommyy,,  aanndd  tthhee  sseevveerraall  ttrriibbeess  aanndd  ccllaannss  rreemmaaiinneedd  aass  eesssseennttiiaallllyy  

iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  aass  tthheeyy  wweerree  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  ccoonnqquueesstt..  TThhoouugghh  vvaassssaallss  ooff  tthhee  SSuullttaannss,,  

tthheeyy  wwoouulldd  nnoott  bbrrooookk  tthhee  iinntteerrffeerreennccee  ooff  TTuurrkkiisshh  ooffffiicciiaallss  iinn  tthheeiirr  iinntteerrnnaall  

aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn,,  aanndd  tthheerree  iiss  rreeaassoonn  ttoo  bbeelliieevvee  tthhaatt  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  hhaass  

nneevveerr  bbeeeenn  aabbllee  ttoo  aappppooiinntt  oorr  ccoonnffiirrmm  aannyy  pprroovviinncciiaall  ggoovveerrnnoorr  wwhhoo  wwaass  nnoott  aa  

nnaattiivvee  ooff  AAllbbaanniiaa,,  aanndd  hhaadd  nnoott  aallrreeaaddyy  eessttaabblliisshheedd  hhiiss  iinnfflluueennccee  bbyy  hhiiss  aarrmmss,,  

ppoolliiccyy  oorr  ccoonnnneeccttiioonnss..
22
  TThheeiirr  rraacciiaall  pprriiddee  iiss  iinntteennssee,,  aanndd  ttoo  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddaayy,,  tthhee  

AAllbbaanniiaann,,  iiff  aasskkeedd  wwhhaatt  hhee  iiss,,  wwiillll  ccaallll  hhiimmsseellff  aa  SSkkiippeettaarr,,
33
  bbeeffoorree  ssaayyiinngg  

wwhheetthheerr  hhee  iiss  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann  oorr  aa  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann——aa  vveerryy  rreemmaarrkkaabbllee  iinnssttaannccee  ooff  

nnaattiioonnaall  ffeeeelliinngg  oobblliitteerraattiinngg  tthhee  ffiieerrccee  ddiissttiinnccttiioonn  bbeettwweeeenn  tthheessee  ttwwoo  rreelliiggiioonnss  

tthhaatt  ssoo  ffoorrcciibbllyy  oobbttrruuddeess  iittsseellff  iinn  tthhee  rreesstt  ooff  tthhee  OOttttoommaann  eemmppiirree..  TThhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  

                                                           
1 For a list of these, see Finlay, vol. vi. pp. 28-9. 
2 Leake, p. 250. 
3 The name by which the Albanians always call themselves, lit. rock-dwellers. 
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aanndd  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  AAllbbaanniiaannss  aalliikkee,,  jjuusstt  aass  tthheeyy  ssppeeaakk  tthhee  ssaammee  llaanngguuaaggee,,  ssoo  ddoo  

tthheeyy  cchheerriisshh  tthhee  ssaammee  ttrraaddiittiioonnss,,  aanndd  oobbsseerrvvee  tthhee  ssaammee  mmaannnneerrss  aanndd  ccuussttoommss;;  

aanndd  pprriiddee  iinn  tthheeiirr  ccoommmmoonn  nnaattiioonnaalliittyy  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ttoooo  ssttrroonngg  aa  bboonndd  ttoo  aallllooww  

ddiiffffeerreenncceess  ooff  rreelliiggiioouuss  bbeelliieeff  ttoo  sspplliitt  tthhee  nnaattiioonn  iinnttoo  sseeppaarraattee  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  oonn  

tthhiiss  bbaassiiss..
11
  SSiiddee  bbyy  ssiiddee  tthheeyy  sseerrvveedd  iinn  tthhee  iirrrreegguullaarr  ttrrooooppss,,  wwhhiicchh  ssoooonn  aafftteerr  tthhee  

TTuurrkkiisshh  ccoonnqquueesstt  bbeeccaammee  tthhee  mmaaiinn  ddeeppeennddeennccee  ooff  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  iinn  aallll  iittss  

iinntteerrnnaall  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn,,  aanndd  bbootthh  ccllaasssseess  ffoouunndd  tthhee  ssaammee  rreeaaddyy  eemmppllooyymmeenntt  iinn  

tthhee  sseerrvviiccee  ooff  tthhee  llooccaall  ppaasshhaass,,  bbeeiinngg  aaccccoouunntteedd  tthhee  bbrraavveesstt  ssoollddiieerrss  iinn  tthhee  

eemmppiirree..  CChhrriissttiiaann  AAllbbaanniiaannss  sseerrvveedd  iinn  tthhee  OOttttoommaann  aarrmmyy  iinn  tthhee  CCrriimmeeaann  WWaarr,,
22
  

aanndd  tthhoouugghh  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  ppeerrhhaappss  bbeeeenn  aa  lliittttllee  mmoorree  qquuiieett  aanndd  aaggrriiccuullttuurraall  tthhaann  tthheeiirr  

MMuusslliimm  ffeellllooww--ccoouunnttrryymmeenn,,  ssttiillll  tthhee  ddiiffffeerreennccee  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ssmmaallll::  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  aallwwaayyss  

rreettaaiinneedd  tthheeiirr  aarrmmss  aanndd  mmiilliittaarryy  hhaabbiittss,,  hhaavvee  aallwwaayyss  ddiissppllaayyeedd  tthhee  ssaammee  ffiieerrccee,,  

pprroouudd,,  uunnttaammeeaabbllee  ssppiirriitt,,  aanndd  bbeeeenn  aanniimmaatteedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  ssaammee  iinntteennssee  nnaattiioonnaall  

ffeeeelliinngg  aass  tthheeiirr  bbrreetthhrreenn  wwhhoo  hhaadd  eemmbbrraacceedd  tthhee  ccrreeeedd  ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett..
33
  

TThhee  ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn  ooff  tthheessee  ffaaccttss  iiss  ooff  iimmppoorrttaannccee  iinn  ttrraacciinngg  tthhee  sspprreeaadd  ooff  

IIssllaamm  iinn  AAllbbaanniiaa,,  ffoorr  iitt  aappppeeaarrss  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  pprrooppaaggaatteedd  vveerryy  ggrraadduuaallllyy  bbyy  tthhee  

ppeeooppllee  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  tthheemmsseellvveess,,  aanndd  nnoott  uunnddeerr  pprreessssuurree  ooff  ffoorreeiiggnn  iinnfflluueenncceess..  

TThhee  ddeettaaiillss  tthhaatt  wwee  ppoosssseessss  ooff  tthhiiss  mmoovveemmeenntt  aarree  vveerryy  mmeeaaggrree,,  aass  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  

AAllbbaanniiaa  ffrroomm  tthhee  cclloossee  ooff  tthhee  ffiifftteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  ttoo  tthhee  rriissee  ooff  ''AAllīī  PPaasshhaa  tthhrreeee  

hhuunnddrreedd  yyeeaarrss  llaatteerr,,  iiss  aallmmoosstt  aa  bbllaannkk;;  wwhhaatt  kknnoowwlleeddggee  wwee  hhaavvee,,  tthheerreeffoorree,,  ooff  

tthhee  ssllooww  bbuutt  ccoonnttiinnuuoouuss  aacccceessssiioonn  ooff  ccoonnvveerrttss  ttoo  IIssllaamm  dduurriinngg  tthhiiss  ppeerriioodd,,  iiss  

ddeerriivveedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  eecccclleessiiaassttiiccaall  cchhrroonniicclleess  ooff  tthhee  vvaarriioouuss  ddiioocceesseess,,
44
  aanndd  tthhee  

rreeppoorrttss  sseenntt  iinn  ffrroomm  ttiimmee  ttoo  ttiimmee  ttoo  tthhee  PPooppee  aanndd  tthhee  CCoonnggrreeggaattiioo  ddee  PPrrooppaaggaannddaa  

FFiiddee..
55
  BBuutt  iitt  ggooeess  wwiitthhoouutt  ssaayyiinngg  tthhaatt  tthhee  vveerryy  nnaattuurree  ooff  tthheessee  ssoouurrcceess  ggiivveess  tthhee  

iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ddeerriivveedd  ffrroomm  tthheemm  tthhee  ssttaammpp  ooff  iimmppeerrffeeccttiioonn——eessppeecciiaallllyy  iinn  tthhee  

mmaatttteerr  ooff  tthhee  mmoottiivveess  aassssiiggnneedd  ffoorr  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn..  FFoorr  aann  eecccclleessiiaassttiicc  ooff  tthhoossee  ttiimmeess  

ttoo  hhaavvee  eevveenn  eenntteerrttaaiinneedd  tthhee  ppoossssiibbiilliittyy  ooff  aa  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ttoo  IIssllaamm  ffrroomm  ggeennuuiinnee  

ccoonnvviiccttiioonn  ——mmuucchh  lleessss  hhaavvee  ooppeennllyy  eexxpprreesssseedd  ssuucchh  aann  ooppiinniioonn  iinn  wwrriittiinngg  ttoo  hhiiss  

ssuuppeerriioorrss——iiss  wweellll--nniigghh  iinnccoonncceeiivvaabbllee..  

DDuurriinngg  tthhee  ssiixxtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  IIssllaamm  aappppeeaarrss  ttoo  hhaavvee  mmaaddee  bbuutt  lliittttllee  

pprrooggrreessss,,  tthhoouugghh  tthhee  ttiiddee  ooff  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  hhaadd  aallrreeaaddyy  sseett  iinn..  IInn  11661100  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  

                                                           

1 One of themselves, an Albanian Christian, speaking of the enmity existing between the Christians and 

Muhammadans of Bulgaria, says: " Aber für Albanien liegen die Dachen ganz anders.    Die Muselmänner sind 

Albanesen, wie die Christen; sie sprechen dieselbe Sprache, sie haben dieselben Sitten, sie folgen denselben 

Gebräuchen, sie haben dieselben Traditionen;   sie und die Christen haben sich niemals gehasst, zwischen ihnen 

herrscht keine Jahrhunderte alte Feindschaft.    Der Unterschied der Religion war niemals ein zu einer 

systematischen Trennung treibendes Motiv; Muselmänner und Christen haben stets, mit wenigen Ausnahmen, 

auf gleichem Fusse gelebt, sich der gleichen Rechte erfreuend, dieselben Pflichten erfüllend."    (Wassa Effendi: 

Albanien und die Albanesen, p. 59.) (Berlin, 1879.) 
2 Finlay, vol. v. p. 46. 
3 Clark, pp. 175-7.   The Mirdites, who are very fanatical Roman Catholics (in the diocese of Alessio), will not 

suffer a Muhammadan to live in their mountains, and no member of their tribe has ever abjured his faith; were 

any Mirdite to attempt to do so, he would certainly be put to death, unless he succeeded in making good his 

escape from Albania.    (Hecquard: Histoire de la Haute Albanie, p. 224.) 
4 Published in Farlati's Illyricum Sacrum. 
5
Alessandro Comuleo,  1593.    Bizzi, 1610.   Marco Crisio,  1651.    Fra Bonaventura di S. Antonio, 1652.    

Zmaievich, 1703. 
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ppooppuullaattiioonn  eexxcceeeeddeedd  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  iinn  tthhee  pprrooppoorrttiioonn  ooff  tteenn  ttoo  oonnee,,
11
  aanndd  aass  

mmoosstt  ooff  tthhee  vviillllaaggeess  wweerree  iinnhhaabbiitteedd  bbyy  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  wwiitthh  aa  vveerryy  ssmmaallll  aaddmmiixxttuurree  ooff  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss,,
22
  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss  aappppeeaarr  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  mmoorree  ffrreeqquueenntt  iinn  tthhee  llaarrggee  

ttoowwnnss..  IInn  AAnnttiivvaarrii,,  ffoorr  eexxaammppllee,,  wwhhiillee  mmaannyy  CChhrriissttiiaannss  eelleecctteedd  ttoo  eemmiiggrraattee  iinnttoo  

tthhee  nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  CChhrriissttiiaann  ccoouunnttrriieess,,  tthhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  rreemmaaiinneedd,,  bbootthh  

hhiigghh--bboorrnn  aanndd  llooww,,  wweenntt  oovveerr  ggrraadduuaallllyy  ttoo  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ffaaiitthh,,  ssoo  tthhaatt  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  

ppooppuullaattiioonn  ggrreeww  lleessss  aanndd  lleessss  ddaayy  bbyy  ddaayy..
33
  AAss  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  aacccceessssiioonnss  ttoo  IIssllaamm  

iinnccrreeaasseedd,,  cchhuurrcchheess  wweerree  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  iinnttoo  mmoossqquueess——  aa  mmeeaassuurree  wwhhiicchh,,  tthhoouugghh  

ccoonnttrraarryy  ttoo  tthhee  tteerrmmss  ooff  tthhee  ccaappiittuullaattiioonn,,  sseeeemmss  jjuussttiiffiieedd  bbyy  tthhee  cchhaannggee  iinn  tthhee  

rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee..
44
  IInn  11661100  ttwwoo  ccoolllleeggiiaattee  cchhuurrcchheess  oonnllyy  rreemmaaiinneedd  iinn  tthhee  

hhaannddss  ooff  tthhee  LLaattiinn  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  bbuutt  tthheessee  aappppeeaarr  ttoo  hhaavvee  ssuuffffiicceedd  ffoorr  tthhee  nneeeeddss  ooff  

tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy;;
55
  wwhhaatt  tthhiiss  aammoouunntteedd  ttoo  ccaann  oonnllyy  rroouugghhllyy  bbee  gguueesssseedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  

wwoorrddss  ooff  MMaarrccoo  BBiizzzzii::  ""  TThheerree  aarree  aabboouutt  660000  hhoouusseess  iinnhhaabbiitteedd  iinnddiissccrriimmiinnaatteellyy  

bbyy  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaannss——bbootthh  LLaattiinn  aanndd  SScchhiissmmaattiiccss  ((ii..ee..  ooff  tthhee  

OOrrtthhooddooxx  GGrreeeekk  CChhuurrcchh))  ::  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  iiss  aa  lliittttllee  iinn  eexxcceessss  

ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  ooff  tthhee  LLaattiinnss  iinn  eexxcceessss  ooff  tthhee  SScchhiissmmaattiiccss..""  

IInn  tthhee  aaccccoouunnttss  wwee  hhaavvee  ooff  tthhee  ssoocciiaall  rreellaattiioonnss  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  aanndd  

tthhee  MMuusslliimmss,,  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  aabbsseennccee  ooff  aannyy  sshhaarrpp  lliinnee  ooff  ddeemmaarrccaattiioonn  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  

ttwwoo  ccoommmmuunniittiieess,,  wwee  ffiinndd  ssoommee  cclluuee  ttoo  tthhee  mmaannnneerr  iinn  wwhhiicchh  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  

iinnfflluueenncceess  ggrraadduuaallllyy  ggaaiinneedd  ccoonnvveerrttss  ffrroomm  aammoonngg  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn  iinn  

pprrooppoorrttiioonn  aass  tthhee  vviiggoouurr  aanndd  tthhee  ssppiirriittuuaall  lliiffee  ooff  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh  ddeecclliinneedd..      

IItt  hhaadd  bbeeccoommee  vveerryy  ccoommmmoonn  ffoorr  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppaarreennttss  ttoo  ggiivvee  tthheeiirr  ddaauugghhtteerrss  

iinn  mmaarrrriiaaggee  ttoo  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss,,  aanndd  ffoorr  CChhrriissttiiaann  wwoommeenn  ttoo  mmaakkee  nnoo  oobbjjeeccttiioonn  ttoo  

ssuucchh  uunniioonnss..
66
  TThhee  mmaallee  cchhiillddrreenn  bboorrnn  ooff  tthheessee  mmiixxeedd  mmaarrrriiaaggeess  wweerree  bbrroouugghhtt  uupp  

aass  MMuussaallmmaannss,,  bbuutt  tthhee  ggiirrllss  wweerree  aalllloowweedd  ttoo  ffoollllooww  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  tthheeiirr  mmootthheerr..
77
  

mmootthheerr..
77
  SSuucchh  ppeerrmmiissssiioonn  wwaass  rreennddeerreedd  pprraaccttiiccaallllyy  iinneeffffeeccttiivvee  bbyy  tthhee  aaccttiioonn  ooff  

tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  eecccclleessiiaassttiiccss,,  wwhhoo  oorrddeerreedd  tthhee  mmootthheerrss  ttoo  bbee  eexxcclluuddeedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  

cchhuurrcchheess  aanndd  ffrroomm  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  ssaaccrraammeennttss;;
88
  aanndd  ccoonnsseeqquueennttllyy  ((tthhoouugghh  

tthhee  ppaarriisshh  pprriieessttss  oofftteenn  ddiissrreeggaarrddeedd  tthhee  ccoommmmaannddss  ooff  tthheeiirr  ssuuppeerriioorrss))  mmaannyy  ooff  

tthheessee  wwoommeenn  eemmbbrraacceedd  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  tthheeiirr  hhuussbbaannddss..  BBuutt  eevveenn  tthheenn  tthheeyy  kkeepptt  uupp  aa  

ssuuppeerrssttiittiioouuss  oobbsseerrvvaannccee  ooff  tthhee  rriittee  ooff  bbaappttiissmm,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  ssuuppppoosseedd  ttoo  bbee  aa  

                                                           
1 Bizzi, fol. 60, b. 
2 Bizzi, fol. 35, a. 
3 Farlati, vol. vii pp. 104, 107. 
4 It is also complained that the Archbishop's palace was appropriated by the Muhammadans, but it had been left 

unoccupied for eight years, as Archbishop Ambrosius (flor. 1579-1598) had found it prudent to go into exile, 

having attacked Islam " with more fervour than caution, inveighing against Muḥ ammad and damning his 

Satanic doctrines."    (Farlati, vol. vii. p. 107.) 
5 Bizzi, fol. 9. where he says. " E comunicai quella mattina quasi tutta la Christianità latina."   From a 

comparison with statistics given by Zmaievich (fol. 227) I would hazard the conjecture that the Latin Christian 

community at this time amounted to rather over a thousand souls. 
6 Bizzi, fol. 27, b; 38, b. 
7 Veniero, fol. 34. This was also the custom in some villages of Albania as late as the beginning of the 

nineteenth century; see W. M. Leake: Travels in Northern Greece, vol. i. p. 49. (London, 1835): "In some 

villages, Mahometans are married to Greek women, the sons are educated as Turks, and the daughters as 

Christians; and pork and mutton are eaten at the same table." 
8 Bizzi, fol. 38, b.    Farlati, tom. vii. p. 158. 
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ssoovveerreeiiggnn  ssppeecciiffiicc  aaggaaiinnsstt  lleepprroossyy,,  wwiittcchheess  aanndd  wwoollvveess,,
11
  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaann  pprriieessttss  

wweerree  ffoouunndd  rreeaaddyy  ttoo  ppaannddeerr  ttoo  tthhiiss  ssuuppeerrssttiittiioonn  ffoorr  aannyy  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  wwoommaann  

wwhhoo  wwiisshheedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  hheerr  cchhiillddrreenn  bbaappttiisseedd..
22
  TThhiiss  ggoooodd  ffeeeelliinngg  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  

mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  ttwwoo  rreelliiggiioonnss
33
  iiss  ssiimmiillaarrllyy  iilllluussttrraatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  aatttteennddaannccee  ooff  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  aatt  tthhee  ffeessttiivvaallss  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  ssaaiinnttss;;  ee..  gg..  MMaarrccoo  BBiizzzzii  ssaayyss  tthhaatt  oonn  

tthhee  ffeeaasstt--ddaayy  ooff  SStt..  EElliiaass  ((ffoorr  wwhhoomm  tthhee  AAllbbaanniiaannss  aappppeeaarr  ttoo  hhaavvee  hhaadd  aa  ssppeecciiaall  

ddeevvoottiioonn))  tthheerree  wweerree  aass  mmaannyy  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  pprreesseenntt  iinn  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  aass  

CChhrriissttiiaannss..
44
  EEvveenn  ttoo  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddaayy  wwee  aarree  ttoolldd  tthhaatt  AAllbbaanniiaann  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  

rreevveerree  tthhee  VViirrggiinn  MMaarryy  aanndd  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ssaaiinnttss,,  aanndd  mmaakkee  ppiillggrriimmaaggeess  ttoo  tthheeiirr  

sshhrriinneess,,  wwhhiillee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  oonn  tthhee  ootthheerr  hhaanndd  rreessoorrtt  ttoo  tthhee  ttoommbbss  ooff  MMuusslliimm  ssaaiinnttss  

ffoorr  tthhee  ccuurree  ooff  aaiillmmeennttss  oorr  iinn  ffuullffiillmmeenntt  ooff  vvoowwss..
55
  IInn  tthhee  ttoowwnn  ooff  CCaalleevvaaccccii,,  

wwhheerree  tthheerree  wweerree  ssiixxttyy  CChhrriissttiiaann  aanndd  tteenn  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  hhoouusseehhoollddss,,  tthhee  

ffoolllloowweerrss  ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett  ccoonnttrriibbuutteedd  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  ssuuppppoorrtt  ooff  tthhee  ppaarriisshh  pprriieesstt,,  aass  

tthhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  tthheemm  hhaadd  CChhrriissttiiaann  wwiivveess..
66
  UUnnddeerr  ssuucchh  cciirrccuummssttaanncceess  iitt  iiss  hhaarrddllyy  

hhaarrddllyy  ssuurrpprriissiinngg  ttoo  lleeaarrnn  tthhaatt  mmaannyy  ooppeennllyy  pprrooffeesssseedd  IIssllaamm,,  wwhhiillee  ssaattiissffyyiinngg  

tthheeiirr  ccoonnsscciieenncceess  bbyy  ssaayyiinngg  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  pprrooffeesssseedd  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  iinn  tthheeiirr  hheeaarrttss..
77
  

MMaarrccoo  BBiizzzzii  hhaass  tthhrreeee  eexxppllaannaattiioonnss  ttoo  ooffffeerr  ffoorr  ssuucchh  aa  llaappssee——  tthhee  aattttrraaccttiioonn  ooff  

wwoorrllddllyy  aaddvvaannttaaggee,,  tthhee  ddeessiirree  ttoo  aavvooiidd  tthhee  ppaayymmeenntt  ooff  ttrriibbuuttee,,  aanndd  tthhee  wwaanntt  ooff  aa  

ssuuffffiicciieennttllyy  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  iinntteelllliiggeenntt  cclleerrggyy  ttoo  ssuuppppllyy  tthhee  ssppiirriittuuaall  nneeeeddss  ooff  tthhee  

ccoouunnttrryy..
88
  CCoonnvveerrssiioonnss  aarree  ffrreeqquueennttllyy  aassccrriibbeedd  ttoo  tthhee  pprreessssuurree  ooff  tthhee  bbuurrddeenn  ooff  

ttaaxxaattiioonn  iimmppoosseedd  uuppoonn  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  aanndd  wwhhoollee  vviillllaaggeess  aarree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  

aappoossttaattiisseedd  ttoo  aavvooiidd  ppaayymmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  ttrriibbuuttee..  AAss  nnoo  ddeettaaiillss  aarree  ggiivveenn,,  iitt  iiss  

iimmppoossssiibbllee  ttoo  jjuuddggee  wwhheetthheerr  tthheerree  wwaass  rreeaallllyy  ssuuffffiicciieenntt  ggrroouunndd  ffoorr  tthhee  ccoommppllaaiinntt,,  

oorr  wwhheetthheerr  tthhiiss  wwaass  nnoott  tthhee  aappoollooggyy  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  ccoonndduucctt  aalllleeggeedd  bbyy  tthhee  rreenneeggaaddeess  iinn  

oorrddeerr  ttoo  mmaakkee  ssoommee  kkiinndd  ooff  eexxccuussee  ttoo  tthheeiirr  ffoorrmmeerr  ccoo--rreelliiggiioonniissttss——  oorr  iinnddeeeedd  aann  

eexxaaggggeerraattiioonn  oonn  tthhee  ppaarrtt  ooff  eecccclleessiiaassttiiccss  ttoo  wwhhoomm  aa  ggeennuuiinnee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ttoo  IIssllaamm  

oonn  rraattiioonnaall  ggrroouunnddss  sseeeemmeedd  aann  aabbssoolluuttee  iimmppoossssiibbiilliittyy..  AA  cceennttuurryy  llaatteerr  ((iinn  11770033))  

tthhee  ccaappiittaattiioonn--ttaaxx  wwaass  ssiixx  rreeaallss  aa  hheeaadd  ffoorr  eeaacchh  mmaallee  aanndd  tthhiiss  ((wwiitthh  tthhee  eexxcceeppttiioonn  

ooff  aa  ttaaxx,,  tteerrmmeedd  sscciiaattaarraacccciioo,,  ooff  tthhrreeee  rreeaallss  aa  yyeeaarr))  wwaass  tthhee  oonnllyy  bbuurrddeenn  iimmppoosseedd  

oonn  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  eexxcclluussiivveellyy..
99
  MMeenn  mmuusstt  hhaavvee  hhaadd  vveerryy  lliittttllee  aattttaacchhmmeenntt  ttoo  tthheeiirr  

tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  ttoo  aabbaannddoonn  iitt  mmeerreellyy  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  bbee  qquuiitt  ooff  ssoo  sslliigghhtt  aa  ppeennaallttyy,,  aanndd  

wwiitthh  nnoo  ootthheerr  mmoottiivvee;;  aanndd  tthhee  vveerryy  eexxiisstteennccee  ooff  ssoo  llaarrggee  aa  bbooddyy  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaannss  iinn  
                                                           
1 Bizzi, fol. 10, b.    Veniero, fol. 34. 
2 Shortly after Marco Bizzi's arrival at Antivari a Muhammadan lady of high rank wished to have her child 

baptised by the Archbishop himself, who tells us that she complained bitterly to one of the leading Christians of 

the city that " io non mi fossi degnato di far a lei questo piacere, il qual quotidianamente vien fatto dai miei preti 

a richiesta di qualsivoglia plebeo" (fol. 10, b). 
3 For modern instances of the harmonious relations subsisting between the followers of the two faiths living 

together in the same village, see Hyacinthe Hecquard: Histoire et description de la Haute Albanie (pp. 153, 162, 

200). (Paris, 1858.) 
4 Bizzi, fol. 38, a. 
5 Garnett, p. 267.                         
6 Bizzi, fol. 36, b. 
7 Id. fol. 38, b.; 37. a. 
8 Bizzi, fol. 38, b; 61,a; 37, a; 33, b. 
9 Zmaievich, fol. 5.    The Venetian real in the eighteenth century was equal to a Turkish piastre.    (Businello, p. 

94.) 
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AAllbbaanniiaa  aatt  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ttiimmee  sshhoowwss  tthhaatt  tthhee  bbuurrddeenn  ccoouulldd  nnoott  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ssoo  hheeaavvyy  

aass  ttoo  ffoorrccee  tthheemm  iinnttoo  aappoossttaassyy  wwiitthhoouutt  aannyy  ootthheerr  aalltteerrnnaattiivvee..  

IIff  oonnllyy  wwee  hhaadd  ssoommeetthhiinngg  mmoorree  tthhaann  vvaagguuee  ggeenneerraall  ccoommppllaaiinnttss  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  

""TTuurrkkiisshh  ttyyrraannnnyy,,""  wwee  sshhoouulldd  bbee  bbeetttteerr  aabbllee  ttoo  ddeetteerrmmiinnee  hhooww  ffaarr  tthhiiss  ccoouulldd  hhaavvee  

hhaadd  ssuucchh  aa  pprreeppoonnddeerraattiinngg  iinnfflluueennccee  aass  iiss  aassccrriibbeedd  ttoo  iitt::  bbuutt  tthhee  eevviiddeennccee  aalllleeggeedd  

sseeeemmss  hhaarrddllyy  ttoo  wwaarrrraanntt  ssuucchh  aa  ccoonncclluussiioonn..  TThhee  vviicciioouuss  pprraaccttiiccee  ffoolllloowweedd  bbyy  tthhee  

OOttttoommaann  CCoouurrtt  ooff  sseelllliinngg  ppoossttss  iinn  tthhee  pprroovviinncceess  ttoo  tthhee  hhiigghheesstt  bbiiddddeerr  aanndd  tthhee  

uunncceerrttaaiinnttyy  ooff  tthhee  tteennuurree  ooff  ssuucchh  ppoossttss,,  oofftteenn  rreessuulltteedd  iinn  tthhee  ooccccuuppaannttss  ttrryyiinngg  ttoo  

aammaassss  aass  llaarrggee  aa  ffoorrttuunnee  aass  ppoossssiibbllee  bbyy  eexxttoorrttiioonnss  ooff  eevveerryy  kkiinndd..  BBuutt  ssuucchh  

bbuurrddeennss  aarree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  wweeiigghheedd  aass  hheeaavviillyy  oonn  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  aass  CChhrriissttiiaannss..
11
  

TThhoouugghh  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  aann  aavvaarriicciioouuss  aanndd  uunnjjuusstt  ooffffiicciiaall  mmaayy  hhaavvee  ffoouunndd  iitt  eeaassiieerr  ttoo  

oopppprreessss  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  tthhaann  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  wwhheenn  tthhee  ffoorrmmeerr  wweerree  

ccoonnvviicctteedd  ooff  ttrreeaassoonnaabbllee  ccoorrrreessppoonnddeennccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  VVeenneettiiaannss  aanndd  ootthheerr  CChhrriissttiiaann  

ssttaatteess  aanndd  wweerree  ssuussppeecctteedd  ooff  aa  wwiisshh  ttoo  rreevvoolltt..  

HHoowweevveerr  tthhiiss  mmaayy  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn,,  tthheerree  ccaann  bbee  lliittttllee  ddoouubbtt  ooff  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  

eexxeerrtteedd  bbyy  tthhee  zzeeaalloouuss  aaccttiivviittyy  aanndd  vviiggoorroouuss  lliiffee  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  tthhee  ffaaccee  ooff  tthhee  

aappaatthheettiicc  aanndd  iiggnnoorraanntt  CChhrriissttiiaann  cclleerrggyy..  IIff  IIssllaamm  iinn  AAllbbaanniiaa  hhaadd  mmaannyy  ssuucchh  

eexxppoonneennttss  aass  tthhee  MMuullllāā,,  wwhhoossee  ssiinncceerriittyy,,  ccoouurrtteessyy  aanndd  ffrriieennddlliinneessss  aarree  pprraaiisseedd  bbyy  

MMaarrccoo  BBiizzzzii,,  wwiitthh  wwhhoomm  hhee  uusseedd  ttoo  ddiissccuussss  rreelliiggiioouuss  qquueessttiioonnss,,  iitt  mmaayy  wweellll  hhaavvee  

mmaaddee  iittss  wwaayy..
22
  TThhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  cclleerrggyy  aappppeeaarr  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  wwhhoollllyy  

uunnlleetttteerreedd::  mmoosstt  ooff  tthheemm,,  tthhoouugghh  tthheeyy  ccoouulldd  rreeaadd  aa  lliittttllee,,  ddiidd  nnoott  kknnooww  hhooww  ttoo  

wwrriittee,,  aanndd  wweerree  ssoo  iiggnnoorraanntt  ooff  tthhee  dduuttiieess  ooff  tthheeiirr  ssaaccrreedd  ccaalllliinngg  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  ccoouulldd  

nnoott  eevveenn  rreeppeeaatt  tthhee  ffoorrmmuullaa  ooff  aabbssoolluuttiioonn  bbyy  hheeaarrtt..
33
  TThhoouugghh  tthheeyy  hhaadd  ttoo  rreecciittee  

tthhee  mmaassss  aanndd  ootthheerr  sseerrvviicceess  iinn  LLaattiinn,,  tthheerree  wweerree  vveerryy  ffeeww  wwhhoo  ccoouulldd  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  

aannyy  ooff  iitt,,  aass  tthheeyy  wweerree  iiggnnoorraanntt  ooff  aannyy  llaanngguuaaggee  bbuutt  tthheeiirr  mmootthheerr  ttoonngguuee,,  aanndd  

tthheeyy  hhaadd  oonnllyy  aa  vvaagguuee,,  ttrraaddiittiioonnaarryy  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthhee  ttrruutthhss  ooff  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn..
44
  

MMaarrccoo  BBiizzzzii  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  tthhee  iinnaaddeeqquuaattee  eeppiissccooppaattee  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  rreessppoonnssiibbllee  ffoorr  

tthheessee  eevviillss,,  aass  ffoorr  tthhee  ssmmaallll  nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  cclleerrggyy,,  aanndd  tthheeiirr  iiggnnoorraannccee  ooff  tthheeiirr  

ssaaccrreedd  ccaalllliinngg,,  aanndd  ffoorr  tthhee  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaannss  wwhhoo  ggrreeww  oolldd  aanndd  eevveenn  

ddiieedd  wwiitthhoouutt  bbeeiinngg  ccoonnffiirrmmeedd,,  aanndd  aappoossttaattiisseedd  aallmmoosstt  eevveerryywwhheerree;;
55
  aanndd  uunnlleessss  

tthhiiss  wweerree  rreemmeeddiieedd  hhee  pprroopphheessiieedd  aa  rraappiidd  ddeeccaayy  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  iinn  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy..
66
  

SSeevveerraall  pprriieessttss  wweerree  aallssoo  aaccccuusseedd  ooff  kkeeeeppiinngg  ccoonnccuubbiinneess,,  aanndd  ooff  ddrruunnkkeennnneessss..
77
  

IItt  mmaayy  hheerree  bbee  oobbsseerrvveedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  AAllbbaanniiaann  pprriieessttss  wweerree  nnoott  tthhee  rreeppoossiittoorriieess  

ooff  tthhee  nnaattiioonnaall  aassppiirraattiioonnss  aanndd  iiddeeaallss,,  aass  wweerree  tthhee  cclleerrggyy  ooff  tthhee  OOrrtthhooddooxx  CChhuurrcchh  

iinn  ootthheerr  pprroovviinncceess  ooff  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  eemmppiirree,,  wwhhoo  iinn  ssppiittee  ooff  tthheeiirr  iiggnnoorraannccee  kkeepptt  

                                                           
1 Bizzi, fol. 12-13.    Zmaievich, fol. 5. 
2 Bizzi, fol. 10-11. 
3 Id. fol. 31, b.   
4 Id. fol. 60, b. 
5 Id. fol. 33, b. " Qui deriva il puoco numero de Sacerdoti in quelle parti e la puoca loro intelligenza in quel 

mestiero; il gran numero de' Christiani, che invecchiano, et anco morono senza il sacramento della 

Confermatione et apostatano della fede quasi per tutto." 
6 " Se 1'Albania non riceverà qualche maggior agiuto in meno di anni anderà a male quasi tutta quella 

Christianità per il puoco numero dei Vescovi e dei Sacerdoti di qualche intelligenza." (Id. fol. 61, a.) 
7 Id. fol. 36, a.   Id. fol. 64, b. 
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aalliivvee  aammoonngg  tthheeiirr  ppeeooppllee  tthhaatt  ddeevvoottiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh  wwhhiicchh  ffoorrmmeedd  tthhee  

nnuucclleeuuss  ooff  tthhee  nnaattiioonnaall  lliiffee  ooff  tthhee  GGrreeeekkss..
11
  OOnn  tthhee  ccoonnttrraarryy,,  tthhee  AAllbbaanniiaannss  

cchheerriisshheedd  aa  nnaattiioonnaall  ffeeeelliinngg  tthhaatt  wwaass  qquuiittee  aappaarrtt  ffrroomm  rreelliiggiioouuss  bbeelliieeff,,  aanndd  wwiitthh  

rreeggaarrdd  ttoo  tthhee  TTuurrkkss,,  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd,,  iinn  ttrruuee  ffeeuuddaall  ssppiirriitt,,  tthhaatt  aass  tthheeyy  wweerree  tthhee  

mmaasstteerrss  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  tthheeyy  oouugghhtt  ttoo  bbee  oobbeeyyeedd  wwhhaatteevveerr  ccoommmmaannddss  tthheeyy  ggaavvee..
22
  

TThheerree  iiss  aa  ccuurriioouuss  ssttoorryy  ooff  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  ttaakkeenn  ppllaaccee  

oowwiinngg  ttoo  aa  wwaanntt  ooff  aammiiccaabbllee  rreellaattiioonnss  bbeettwweeeenn  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann  pprriieesstt  aanndd  hhiiss  ppeeooppllee,,  

aass  ffoolllloowwss::  ""  MMaannyy  yyeeaarrss  ssiinnccee,,  wwhheenn  aallll  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  wwaass  CChhrriissttiiaann,,  tthheerree  ssttoooodd  

iinn  tthhee  cciittyy  ooff  SSccuuttaarrii  aa  bbeeaauuttiiffuull  iimmaaggee  ooff  tthhee  VViirrggiinn  MMaarryy,,  ttoo  wwhhoossee  sshhrriinnee  

tthhoouussaannddss  fflloocckkeedd  eevveerryy  yyeeaarr  ffrroomm  aallll  ppaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  ttoo  ooffffeerr  tthheeiirr  ggiiffttss,,  

ppeerrffoorrmm  tthheeiirr  ddeevvoottiioonnss,,  aanndd  bbee  hheeaalleedd  ooff  tthheeiirr  iinnffiirrmmiittiieess..  FFoorr  ssoommee  ccaauussee  oorr  

ootthheerr,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  iitt  ffeellll  oouutt  tthhaatt  tthheerree  wwaass  ddiisssseennssiioonn  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  pprriieesstt  aanndd  tthhee  

ppeeooppllee,,  aanndd  oonnee  ddaayy  tthhee  llaatttteerr  ccaammee  ttoo  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  iinn  ggrreeaatt  ccrroowwddss,,  ddeeccllaarriinngg  tthhaatt  

uunnlleessss  tthhee  pprriieesstt  yyiieellddeedd  ttoo  tthheemm  tthheeyy  wwoouulldd  tthheenn  aanndd  tthheerree  aabbjjuurree  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  

CChhrriisstt  aanndd  eemmbbrraaccee  iinn  iittss  sstteeaadd  tthhaatt  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd..  TThhee  pprriieesstt,,  wwhheetthheerr  rriigghhtt  oorr  

wwrroonngg,,  ssttiillll  rreemmaaiinniinngg  ffiirrmm,,  hhiiss  ccoonnggrreeggaattiioonn  ttoorree  tthhee  rroossaarriieess  aanndd  ccrroosssseess  ffrroomm  

tthheeiirr  nneecckkss,,  ttrraammpplleedd  tthheemm  uunnddeerr  tthheeiirr  ffeeeett,,  aanndd  ggooiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  nneeaarreesstt  mmoossqquuee,,  

wweerree  rreecceeiivveedd  bbyy  tthhee  MMoollllaahh  iinnttoo  tthhee  ffoolldd  ooff  tthhee  TTrruuee  BBeelliieevveerrss..""
33
    

TThhrroouugghh  tthhee  nneegglliiggeennccee  aanndd  aappaatthhyy  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  cclleerrggyy  mmaannyy  aabbuusseess  

aanndd  iirrrreegguullaarriittiieess  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  aalllloowweedd  ttoo  ccrreeeepp  iinnttoo  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ssoocciieettyy;;  iinn  oonnee  ooff  

wwhhiicchh,,  nnaammeellyy  tthhee  pprraaccttiiccee  ooff  ccoonnttrraaccttiinngg  mmaarrrriiaaggeess  wwiitthhoouutt  tthhee  ssaannccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

CChhuurrcchh  oorr  aannyy  rreelliiggiioouuss  cceerreemmoonnyy,,  wwee  ffiinndd  aann  aapppprrooxxiimmaattiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  llaaww,,  wwhhiicchh  mmaakkeess  mmaarrrriiaaggee  aa  cciivviill  ccoonnttrraacctt..  IInn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  rreemmeeddyy  

tthhiiss  eevviill,,  tthhee  hhuussbbaanndd  aanndd  wwiiffee  wweerree  ttoo  bbee  eexxcclluuddeedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh,,  uunnttiill  tthheeyy  

hhaadd  ccoonnffoorrmmeedd  ttoo  tthhee  eecccclleessiiaassttiiccaall  llaaww  aanndd  ggoonnee  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  sseerrvviiccee  iinn  tthhee  

rreegguullaarr  mmaannnneerr..
44
  

IInn  tthhee  ccoouurrssee  ooff  tthhee  sseevveenntteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  tthhee  ssoocciiaall  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  aanndd  ootthheerr  

ffaaccttoorrss,,  iinnddiiccaatteedd  aabboovvee,,  bboorree  ffrruuiitt  aabbuunnddaannttllyy,,  aanndd  tthhee  nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  

ppooppuullaattiioonn  bbeeggaann  rraappiiddllyy  ttoo  ddeecclliinnee..  IInn  tthhee  bbrriieeff  ssppaaccee  ooff  tthhiirrttyy  yyeeaarrss,,  bbeettwweeeenn  

11662200  aanndd  11665500,,  aabboouutt  330000,,000000  AAllbbaanniiaannss  aarree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  ggoonnee  oovveerr  ttoo  IIssllaamm..
55
  IInn  

IInn  11662244  tthheerree  wweerree  oonnllyy  22000000  CCaatthhoolliiccss  iinn  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ddiioocceessee  ooff  AAnnttiivvaarrii,,  aanndd  iinn  

tthhee  cciittyy  iittsseellff  oonnllyy  oonnee  cchhuurrcchh;;  aatt  tthhee  cclloossee  ooff  tthhee  cceennttuurryy,,  eevveenn  tthhiiss  cchhuurrcchh  wwaass  

nnoo  lloonnggeerr  uusseedd  ffoorr  CChhrriissttiiaann  wwoorrsshhiipp,,  aass  tthheerree  wweerree  oonnllyy  ttwwoo  ffaammiilliieess  ooff  RRoommaann  

CCaatthhoolliiccss  lleefftt..
66
  IInn  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ccoouunnttrryy  ggeenneerraallllyy,,  tthhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  

ccoommmmuunniittyy  iinn  11665511  wwaass  ccoommppoosseedd  ooff  wwoommeenn,,  aass  tthhee  mmaallee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  hhaadd  

aappoossttaattiisseedd  iinn  ssuucchh  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerrss  ttoo  IIssllaamm..
77
  MMaatttteerrss  wweerree  ssttiillll  wwoorrssee  aatt  tthhee  cclloossee  

                                                           
1 Finlay, vol. v. pp. 153-4.    Clark, p. 290. 
2 “E quei miseri hanno fermata la conscientia in creder di non peccar per simil coniuntioni (i.e. the giving of 

Christian girls in marriage to Muhammadans) per esser i turchi signori del paese, e che però non si possa, nè 

devea far altro che obbedirli quando comandano qualsivoglia cosa." (Bizzi, fol. 38, b.) 
3 Garnett, p. 268. 
4 Bizzi, fol. 38, b; 63, a. 
5 Kyriakos, p. 12. 
6 Farlati, tom. vii. pp. 124, 141. 
7 Marco Crisio, p. 202. 
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cclloossee  ooff  tthhee  cceennttuurryy,,  tthhee  CCaatthhoolliiccss  bbeeiinngg  tthheenn  ffeewweerr  iinn  nnuummbbeerr  tthhaann  tthhee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss,,  tthhee  pprrooppoorrttiioonnss  bbeeiinngg  aabboouutt  11  ttoo  11  11//33,,
11
  wwhheerreeaass  lleessss  tthhaann  aa  

hhuunnddrreedd  yyeeaarrss  bbeeffoorree,,  tthheeyy  hhaadd  oouuttnnuummbbeerreedd  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  iinn  tthhee  

pprrooppoorrttiioonn  ooff  1100  ttoo  11;;
22
  iinn  tthhee  AArrcchhbbiisshhoopprriicc  ooff  DDuurraazzzzoo  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn  

hhaadd  ddeeccrreeaasseedd  bbyy  aabboouutt  hhaallff  iinn  ttwweennttyy  yyeeaarrss,,
33
  iinn  aannootthheerr  ttoowwnn  ((iinn  tthhee  ddiioocceessee  ooff  

KKrrooiiaa))  tthhee  eennttiirree  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ppaasssseedd  ffrroomm  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  ttoo  IIssllaamm  iinn  tthhee  ccoouurrssee  ooff  

tthhiirrttyy  yyeeaarrss..
44
  IInn  ssppiittee  ooff  tthhee  ffrreeqquueenntt  pprrootteessttss  aanndd  rreegguullaattiioonnss  mmaaddee  bbyy  tthheeiirr  

eecccclleessiiaassttiiccaall  ssuuppeerriioorrss,,  tthhee  ppaarriisshh  pprriieessttss  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ttoo  ccoouunntteennaannccee  tthhee  ooppeenn  

pprrooffeessssiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm  aalloonngg  wwiitthh  aa  sseeccrreett  aaddhheerreennccee  ttoo  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy,,  oonn  tthhee  ppaarrtt  ooff  

mmaannyy  mmaallee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthheeiirr  fflloocckkss,,  bbyy  aaddmmiinniisstteerriinngg  ttoo  tthheemm  tthhee  BBlleesssseedd  

SSaaccrraammeenntt;;  tthhee  rreessuulltt  ooff  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  tthhaatt  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  ooff  ssuucchh  ppeerrssoonnss,,  bbeeiinngg  

bbrroouugghhtt  uupp  aass  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss,,  wweerree  ffoorr  eevveerr  lloosstt  ttoo  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  CChhuurrcchh..
55
  

SSiimmiillaarrllyy,,  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppaarreennttss  ssttiillll  ggaavvee  tthheeiirr  ddaauugghhtteerrss  iinn  mmaarrrriiaaggee  ttoo  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss,,  tthhee  ppaarriisshh  pprriieessttss  ccoouunntteennaanncciinngg  ssuucchh  uunniioonnss  bbyy  aaddmmiinniisstteerriinngg  

tthhee  ssaaccrraammeenntt  ttoo  ssuucchh  wwoommeenn,,
66
  iinn  ssppiittee  ooff  tthhee  ffuullmmiinnaattiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  hhiigghheerr  cclleerrggyy  

aaggaaiinnsstt  ssuucchh  iinndduullggeennccee..
77
  SSuucchh  aaccttiioonn  oonn  tthhee  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  lloowweerr  cclleerrggyy  ccaann  hhaarrddllyy,,  

hhaarrddllyy,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  bbee  ttaakkeenn  aass  iinnddiiccaattiinngg  aannyy  ggrreeaatt  zzeeaall  oonn  bbeehhaallff  ooff  tthhee  ssppiirriittuuaall  

wweellffaarree  ooff  tthheeiirr  fflloocckkss,,  iinn  tthhee  ffaaccee  ooff  tthhee  aaccccuussaattiioonnss  bbrroouugghhtt  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthheemm;;  tthhee  

mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  tthheemm  aarree  aaccccuusseedd  ooff  bbeeiinngg  ssccaannddaalloouuss  lliivveerrss,,  wwhhoo  vveerryy  sseellddoomm  wweenntt  

ttoo  ccoonnffeessssiioonn  aanndd  hheelldd  ddrruunnkkeenn  rreevveellss  iinn  tthheeiirr  ppaarrssoonnaaggeess  oonn  ffeessttiivvaall  ddaayyss;;  tthheeyy  

ssoolldd  tthhee  pprrooppeerrttyy  ooff  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh,,  ffrreeqquueennttllyy  aabbsseenntteedd  tthheemmsseellvveess  ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  

ppaarriisshheess,,  aanndd  wwhheenn  cceennssuurreedd,,  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  iinn  ggeettttiinngg  ooffff  bbyy  ppuuttttiinngg  tthheemmsseellvveess  

uunnddeerr  tthhee  pprrootteeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  TTuurrkkss..
88
  TThhee  RReeffoorrmmeedd  FFrraanncciissccaannss  aanndd  tthhee  

OObbsseerrvvaannttss  wwhhoo  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  sseenntt  ttoo  mmiinniisstteerr  ttoo  tthhee  ssppiirriittuuaall  wwaannttss  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ddiidd  

nnootthhiinngg  bbuutt  qquuaarrrreell  aanndd  ggoo  ttoo  llaaww  wwiitthh  oonnee  aannootthheerr;;  mmuucchh  ttoo  tthhee  ssccaannddaall  ooff  tthhee  

llaaiittyy  aanndd  tthhee  nneegglleecctt  ooff  tthhee  mmiissssiioonn..
99
  IInn  tthhee  mmiiddddllee  ooff  tthhee  sseevveenntteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  

ffiivvee  oouutt  ooff  tthhee  ttwweellvvee  AAllbbaanniiaann  sseeeess  wweerree  vvaaccaanntt;;  tthhee  ddiioocceessee  ooff  PPuullllaattii  hhaadd  nnoott  

bbeeeenn  vviissiitteedd  bbyy  aa  bbiisshhoopp  ffoorr  tthhiirrttyy  yyeeaarrss,,  aanndd  tthheerree  wweerree  oonnllyy  ttwwoo  pprriieessttss  ttoo  66334488  

ssoouullss..
1100

  IInn  ssoommee  ppaarriisshheess  iinn  tthhee  iinntteerriioorr  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  tthheerree  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  nnoo  pprriieessttss  

ffoorr  mmoorree  tthhaann  ffoorrttyy  yyeeaarrss;;  aanndd  tthhiiss  wwaass  iinn  nnoo  wwaayy  dduuee  ttoo  tthhee  oopppprreessssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

""TTuurrkkiisshh  ttyyrraanntt,,""  ffoorr  wwhheenn  aatt  llaasstt  ffoouurr  FFrraanncciissccaann  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  wweerree  sseenntt,,  tthheeyy  

rreeppoorrtteedd  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  ccoouulldd  ggoo  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  aanndd  eexxeerrcciissee  tthheeiirr  ssaaccrreedd  ooffffiiccee  

wwiitthhoouutt  aannyy  hhiinnddrraannccee  wwhhaatteevveerr..
1111

  TThhee  bbiisshhoopp  ooff  SSaappppaa,,  ttoo  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  pprreejjuuddiiccee  ooff  

hhiiss  ddiioocceessee,,  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  lloonngg  rreessiiddeenntt  iinn  VVeenniiccee,,  wwhheerree  hhee  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  lliivveedd  aa  

                                                           
1 Zmaievich, fol. 227. 
2 Bizzi, fol. 60, d. 
3 Zmaievich, fol. 137. 
4 Zmaievich, fol. 157. 
5 Zmaievich, fol. 11, 159.                          
6 Zmaievich, fol. 13. 
7 Bizzi, fol. 38. b.    Farlati, vol. vii. p. 158. 
8 Zmaievich, fol. 13-14. 
9 Informatione circa la missione d'Albania, fol. 196. 
10 Crisio, fol. 204. 
11 Fra Bonaventura, fol. 201. 
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vviicciioouuss  lliiffee,,  aanndd  hhaadd  aappppooiinntteedd  aass  hhiiss  vviiccaarr  aann  iiggnnoorraanntt  pprriieesstt  wwhhoo  wwaass  aa  

nnoottoorriioouuss  eevviill--lliivveerr::  tthhiiss  mmaann  hhaadd  1122,,440000  ssoouullss  uunnddeerr  hhiiss  cchhaarrggee,,  aanndd,,  ssaayyss  tthhee  

eecccclleessiiaassttiiccaall  vviissiittoorr,,  ""  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  aabbsseennccee  ooff  tthhee  bbiisshhoopp  tthheerree  iiss  ddaannggeerr  ooff  hhiiss  

lloossiinngg  hhiiss  oowwnn  ssoouull  aanndd  ccoommppaassssiinngg  tthhee  ddeessttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ssoouullss  uunnddeerr  hhiimm  aanndd  

ooff  tthhee  pprrooppeerrttyy  ooff  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh..""
11
  TThhee  bbiisshhoopp  ooff  SSccuuttaarrii  wwaass  llooookkeedd  uuppoonn  aass  aa  

ttyyrraanntt  bbyy  hhiiss  cclleerrggyy  aanndd  ppeeooppllee,,  aanndd  oonnllyy  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  iinn  kkeeeeppiinngg  hhiiss  ppoosstt  tthhrroouugghh  

tthhee  aaiidd  ooff  tthhee  TTuurrkkss;;
22
  aanndd  ZZmmaaiieevviicchh  ccoommppllaaiinnss  ooff  tthhee  bbiisshhooppss  ggeenneerraallllyy  tthhaatt  

tthheeyy  bbuurrddeenneedd  tthhee  ppaarriisshheess  iinn  tthheeiirr  ddiioocceessee  wwiitthh  ffoorrcceedd  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonnss..
33
  IItt  aappppeeaarrss  

aappppeeaarrss  tthhaatt  CChhrriissttiiaann  eecccclleessiiaassttiiccss  wweerree  aauutthhoorriisseedd  bbyy  tthhee  SSuullttaann  ttoo  lleevvyy  

ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonnss  oonn  tthheeiirr  fflloocckkss..  TThhuuss  tthhee  AArrcchhbbiisshhoopp  ooff  AAnnttiivvaarrii  ((11559999--11660077))  wwaass  

aalllloowweedd  ttoo  ""  eexxaacctt  aanndd  rreecceeiivvee  ""  ttwwoo  aassppeerrss  ffrroomm  eeaacchh  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaammiillyy,,  ttwweellvvee  

ffoorr  eevveerryy  ffiirrsstt  mmaarrrriiaaggee  ((aanndd  ddoouubbllee  tthhee  aammoouunntt  ffoorr  aa  sseeccoonndd,,  aanndd  qquuaaddrruuppllee  ffoorr  

aa  tthhiirrdd  mmaarrrriiaaggee)),,  aanndd  oonnee  ggoolldd  ppiieeccee  ffrroomm  eeaacchh  ppaarriisshh  aannnnuuaallllyy,,  aanndd  iitt  sseeeemmss  ttoo  

hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ppoossssiibbllee  ttoo  oobbttaaiinn  tthhee  aassssiissttaannccee  ooff  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  aauutthhoorriittiieess  iinn  lleevvyyiinngg  

tthheessee  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonnss..
44
  

TThhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ooff  AAllbbaanniiaa  tthheerree  wwaass  nnoott  aa  ssiinnggllee  CChhrriissttiiaann  sscchhooooll,,
55
  

sscchhooooll,,
55
  aanndd  tthhee  pprriieessttss  wweerree  pprrooffoouunnddllyy  iiggnnoorraanntt::  ssoommee  wweerree  sseenntt  ttoo  ssttuuddyy  iinn  

IIttaallyy,,  bbuutt  MMaarrccoo  CCrriissiioo  ccoonnddeemmnnss  tthhiiss  pprraaccttiiccee,,  aass  ssuucchh  pprriieessttss  wweerree  iinn  ddaannggeerr  ooff  

ffiinnddiinngg  lliiffee  iinn  IIttaallyy  ssoo  pplleeaassaanntt  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  rreeffuusseedd  ttoo  rreettuurrnn  ttoo  tthheeiirr  nnaattiivvee  ccoouunnttrryy..  

WWiitthh  aa  pprriieesstthhoooodd  ssoo  iiggnnoorraanntt  aanndd  ssoo  ccaarreelleessss  ooff  tthheeiirr  ssaaccrreedd  dduuttiieess,,  iitt  iiss  nnoott  

ssuurrpprriissiinngg  ttoo  lleeaarrnn  tthhaatt  tthhee  ccoommmmoonn  ppeeooppllee  hhaadd  nnoo  kknnoowwlleeddggee  eevveenn  ooff  tthhee  rruuddii--

mmeennttss  ooff  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  nnuummeerroouuss  aabbuusseess  aanndd  ccoorrrruuppttiioonnss  sspprraanngg  uupp  aammoonngg  

tthheemm,,  wwhhiicchh  ""wwrroouugghhtt  tthhee  uuttmmoosstt  ddeessoollaattiioonn  ttoo  tthhiiss  vviinneeyyaarrdd  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd..""
66
  

MMaannyy  CChhrriissttiiaannss  lliivveedd  iinn  ooppeenn  ccoonnccuubbiinnaaggee  ffoorr  yyeeaarrss,,  ssttiillll,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  bbeeiinngg  

aaddmmiitttteedd  ttoo  tthhee  ssaaccrraammeennttss,,
77
  wwhhiillee  ootthheerrss  hhaadd  aa  pplluurraalliittyy  ooff  wwiivveess..

88
  IInn  tthhiiss  llaatttteerr  

llaatttteerr  pprraaccttiiccee  wwee  nnoottiiccee  aann  aassssiimmiillaattiioonn  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  hhaabbiittss  ooff  tthhee  ttwwoo  

ccoommmmuunniittiieess——tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  aanndd  tthhee  MMuusslliimm——wwhhiicchh  iiss  ffuurrtthheerr  iilllluussttrraatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  

aaddmmiissssiioonn  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  aass  ssppoonnssoorrss  aatt  tthhee  bbaappttiissmm  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  cchhiillddrreenn,,  

wwhhiillee  tthhee  oolldd  ssuuppeerrssttiittiioouuss  ccuussttoomm  ooff  bbaappttiissiinngg  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  cchhiillddrreenn  wwaass  ssttiillll  

ssaannccttiioonneedd  bbyy  tthhee  pprriieessttss..
99
        

  

SSuucchh  bbeeiinngg  tthhee  ssttaattee  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  CChhuurrcchh  iinn  AAllbbaanniiaa  iinn  tthhee  llaatttteerr  hhaallff  

ooff  tthhee  sseevveenntteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  ssoommee  vveerryy  ttrriifflliinngg  iinncceennttiivvee  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  eennoouugghh  

ttoo  bbrriinngg  aabboouutt  aa  wwiiddeesspprreeaadd  aappoossttaassyy;;  aanndd  tthhee  ppuunniisshhmmeenntt  iinnfflliicctteedd  oonn  tthhee  rree--

bbeelllliioouuss  CCaatthhoolliiccss  iinn  tthhee  llaatttteerr  hhaallff  ooff  tthhee  cceennttuurryy  wwaass  aa  ddeetteerrmmiinniinngg  ffaaccttoorr  mmoorree  

tthhaann  ssuuffffiicciieenntt  ttoo  ccoonnssuummmmaattee  tthhee  tteennddeenncciieess  tthhaatt  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ddrraawwiinngg  tthheemm  

                                                           
1 Marco Crisio, fol. 202, 205. 
2 Id. fol. 205. 
3 Zmaievich, fol. 13. 
4 Farlati, tom. vii. p. 109.    Bizzi, fol. 19, b. 
5 Marco Crisio, fol. 205. 
6 Zmaievich, fol. 11. 
7 Id. fol. 32. 
8 Crisio, fol. 204. 
9 Zmaievich, fol. 11.    Farlati, vol. vii. p. 151. 
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ttoowwaarrddss  IIssllaamm  aanndd  ttoo  ccaauussee  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  tthheemm  ttoo  ffaallll  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaann  CChhuurrcchh..  TThhee  rreebbeelllliioouuss  mmoovveemmeenntt  rreeffeerrrreedd  ttoo  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  

iinnssttiiggaatteedd  bbyy  GGeeoorrggee,,  tthhee  tthhiirrttyy--nniinntthh  AArrcchhbbiisshhoopp  ooff  AAnnttiivvaarrii  ((11663355--11664444)),,  wwhhoo  

tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  bbiisshhooppss  ooff  DDuurraazzzzoo,,  SSccooddrraa  aanndd  AAlleessssiioo  ttrriieedd  ttoo  iinndduuccee  tthhee  lleeaaddeerrss  

ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ttoo  ccoonnssppiirree  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  rruullee  aanndd  hhaanndd  oovveerr  

tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  ttoo  tthhee  nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppoowweerr,,  tthhee  RReeppuubblliicc  ooff  VVeenniiccee..  AAss  iinn  

hhiiss  ttiimmee  VVeenniiccee  wwaass  aatt  ppeeaaccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  TTuurrkkss  aa  ffiittttiinngg  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ffoorr  tthhee  

hhaattcchhiinngg  ooff  tthhiiss  pplloott  ddiidd  nnoott  ooccccuurr,,  bbuutt  iinn  11664455  wwaarr  bbrrookkee  oouutt  bbeettwweeeenn  TTuurrkkeeyy  

aanndd  tthhee  RReeppuubblliicc,,  aanndd  tthhee  VVeenneettiiaannss  mmaaddee  aann  uunnssuucccceessssffuull  aatttteemmpptt  ttoo  ccaappttuurree  tthhee  

cciittyy  ooff  AAnnttiivvaarrii,,  wwhhiicchh  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  ccoonnqquueesstt  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  iinn  tthheeiirr  ppoosssseessssiioonn  

ffoorr  mmoorree  tthhaann  tthhrreeee  cceennttuurriieess  ((11226622--11557711))..  TThhee  AAllbbaanniiaann  CCaatthhoolliiccss  wwhhoo  hhaadd  

ssiiddeedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  eenneemmyy  aanndd  sseeccrreettllyy  ggiivveenn  tthheemm  aassssiissttaannccee  wweerree  sseevveerreellyy  ppuunniisshheedd  

aanndd  ddeepprriivveedd  ooff  tthheeiirr  pprriivviilleeggeess,,  wwhhiillee  tthhee  GGrreeeekk  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ((wwhhoo  hhaadd  eevveerryytthhiinngg  

ttoo  ffeeaarr  iinn  tthhee  eevveenntt  ooff  tthhee  rreessttoorraattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  VVeenneettiiaann  rruullee  aanndd  hhaadd  rreemmaaiinneedd  

ffaaiitthhffuull  ttoo  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt))  wweerree  lliibbeerraallllyy  rreewwaarrddeedd  aanndd  wweerree  llaauuddeedd  aass  

tthhee  ssaavviioouurrss  ooff  tthheeiirr  ccoouunnttrryy..  MMaannyy  ooff  tthhee  CCaatthhoolliiccss  eeiitthheerr  bbeeccaammee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  oorr  jjooiinneedd  tthhee  GGrreeeekk  CChhuurrcchh..  TThhee  llaatttteerr  ffaacctt  iiss  vveerryy  ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  aass  

sshhoowwiinngg  tthhaatt  tthheerree  wwaass  nnoo  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  aass  ssuucchh,,  nnoorr  aannyy  aatttteemmpptt  

ttoo  ffoorrccee  tthhee  aacccceeppttaannccee  ooff  IIssllaamm  uuppoonn  tthheemm..  TThhee  CCaatthhoolliiccss  wwhhoo  bbeeccaammee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ddiidd  ssoo  ttoo  aavvooiidd  tthhee  ooddiiuumm  ooff  tthheeiirr  ppoossiittiioonn  aafftteerr  tthhee  ffaaiilluurree  ooff  

tthheeiirr  pplloott,,  aanndd  ccoouulldd  hhaavvee  ggaaiinneedd  tthhee  ssaammee  eenndd  aanndd  hhaavvee  aatt  tthhee  ssaammee  ttiimmee  

rreettaaiinneedd  tthheeiirr  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh  bbyy  jjooiinniinngg  tthhee  GGrreeeekk  CChhuurrcchh,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  nnoott  oonnllyy  

ooffffiicciiaallllyy  rreeccooggnniisseedd  bbyy  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  bbuutt  iinn  hhiigghh  ffaavvoouurr  iinn  AAnnttiivvaarrii  aatt  

tthhiiss  ttiimmee::  ssoo  tthhaatt  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  nneegglleecctteedd  ttoo  ddoo  ssoo,,  ccoouulldd  hhaavvee  hhaadd  vveerryy  lliittttllee  

aattttaacchhmmeenntt  ttoo  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  rreelliiggiioonn..  TThhee  ssaammee  rreemmaarrkk  hhoollddss  ggoooodd  ooff  tthhee  

nnuummeerroouuss  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss  ttoo  IIssllaamm  iinn  tthhee  ssuucccceeeeddiinngg  yyeeaarrss::  ZZmmaaiieevviicchh  aattttrriibbuutteess  

tthheemm  iinn  ssoommee  ccaasseess  ttoo  tthhee  ddeessiirree  ttoo  aavvooiidd  tthhee  ppaayymmeenntt  ooff  ttrriibbuuttee,,  bbuutt,,  ffrroomm  wwhhaatt  

hhaass  bbeeeenn  ssaaiidd  aabboovvee,,  iitt  iiss  vveerryy  uunnlliikkeellyy  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  wwaass  tthhee  ssoollee  ddeetteerrmmiinniinngg  

mmoottiivvee..  

IInn  11664499  aa  ssttiillll  mmoorree  wwiiddeesspprreeaadd  iinnssuurrrreeccttiioonn  bbrrookkee  oouutt,,  aann  AArrcchhbbiisshhoopp  ooff  

AAnnttiivvaarrii,,  JJoosseepphh  MMaarriiaa  BBoonnaallddoo  ((11664466--11665544)),,  bbeeiinngg  aaggaaiinn  tthhee  mmaaiinn  iinnssttiiggaattoorr  ooff  

tthhee  mmoovveemmeenntt;;  aanndd  tthhee  lleeaaddiinngg  cciittiizzeennss  ooff  AAnnttiivvaarrii,,  SSccooddrraa  aanndd  ootthheerr  ttoowwnnss  

ccoonnssppiirreedd  ttoo  tthhrrooww  ooppeenn  tthheeiirr  ggaatteess  ttoo  tthhee  aarrmmyy  ooff  tthhee  VVeenneettiiaann  RReeppuubblliicc..  BBuutt  

tthhiiss  pplloott  aallssoo  ffaaiilleedd  aanndd  tthhee  iinnssuurrrreeccttiioonn  wwaass  ffoorrcciibbllyy  ccrruusshheedd  bbyy  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  

ttrrooooppss,,  aaiiddeedd  bbyy  tthhee  ddiisssseennssiioonnss  tthhaatt  aarroossee  aammoonngg  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  tthheemmsseellvveess..  

MMaannyy  AAllbbaanniiaannss  wwhhoossee  iinnfflluueennccee  wwaass  ffeeaarreedd  wweerree  ttrraannssppoorrtteedd  ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  

ccoouunnttrryy  iinnttoo  tthhee  iinntteerriioorr  ooff  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  ddoommiinniioonnss;;  aa  bbooddyy  ooff  33000000  mmeenn  ccrroosssseedd  

tthhee  bboorrddeerr  iinnttoo  VVeenneettiiaann  tteerrrriittoorryy;;  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  rreemmaaiinneedd  wweerree  oovveerraawweedd  bbyy  tthhee  

eerreeccttiioonn  ooff  ffoorrttrreesssseess  aanndd  tthhee  mmaarrcchhiinngg  ooff  ttrrooooppss  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  ddiissaaffffeecctteedd  

ddiissttrriiccttss,,  wwhhiillee  hheeaavvyy  ffiinneess  wweerree  iimmppoosseedd  uuppoonn  tthhee  mmaallccoonntteennttss..
11
    

UUnnffoorrttuunnaatteellyy  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  wwrriitteerrss  wwhhoo  ccoommppllaaiinn  ooff  tthhee  ""uunnjjuusstt  ttrriibbuutteess  

                                                           
1 Farlati, vol. vii. pp. 126-32.    Zmaievich, fol. 4-5, fol. 20. 
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aanndd  vveexxaattiioonnss""  wwiitthh  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  TTuurrkkss  oopppprreesssseedd  tthhee  AAllbbaanniiaannss,,  ssoo  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  

aappoossttaattiisseedd  ttoo  IIssllaamm,,
11
  mmaakkee  uussee  oonnllyy  ooff  ggeenneerraall  eexxpprreessssiioonnss,,  aanndd  ggiivvee  uuss  nnoo  

ddeettaaiillss  ttoo  eennaabbllee  uuss  ttoo  jjuuddggee  wwhheetthheerr  oorr  nnoott  ssuucchh  ccoommppllaaiinnttss  wweerree  jjuussttiiffiieedd  bbyy  tthhee  

ffaaccttss..  ZZmmaaiieevviicchh  pprreeffaacceess  hhiiss  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  tthhee  aappoossttaassyy  ooff  22000000  ppeerrssoonnss  wwiitthh  aann  

eennuummeerraattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ttaaxxeess  aanndd  ootthheerr  bbuurrddeennss  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  hhaadd  ttoo  bbeeaarr,,  bbuutt  aallll  

tthheessee,,  hhee  ssaayyss,,  wweerree  ccoommmmoonn  aallssoo  ttoo  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss,,  wwiitthh  tthhee  eexxcceeppttiioonn  ooff  

tthhee  ccaappiittaattiioonn--ttaaxx  ooff  ssiixx  rreeaallss  aa  yyeeaarr  ffoorr  eeaacchh  mmaallee,,  aanndd  aannootthheerr  ttaaxx,,  tteerrmmeedd  

sscciiaattaarraacccciioo,,  ooff  tthhrreeee  rreeaallss  aa  yyeeaarr..
22
  HHee  ccoonncclluuddeess  wwiitthh  tthhee  wwoorrddss::  ""TThhee  nnaattiioonn,,  

wwoouunnddeedd  bbyy  tthheessee  ttaaxxeess  iinn  iittss  wweeaakkeesstt  ppaarrtt,,  nnaammeellyy,,  wwoorrllddllyy  iinntteerreesstt,,  ttoo  tthhee  

ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn  ooff  wwhhiicchh  iitt  hhaass  aa  ssiinngguullaarr  lleeaanniinngg  eeiitthheerr  bbyy  nnaattuurree  oorr  bbyy  nneecceessssiittyy,,  

hhaass  ggiivveenn  jjuusstt  ccaauussee  ffoorr  llaammeennttiinngg  tthhee  ddeepplloorraabbllee  lloossss  ooff  aabboouutt  22000000  ssoouullss  wwhhoo  

aappoossttaattiisseedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  ttrruuee  ffaaiitthh  ssoo  aass  nnoott  ttoo  bbee  ssuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  tthhee  ttrriibbuuttee..""
33
    TThheerree  iiss  

nnootthhiinngg  iinn  hhiiss  rreeppoorrtt  ttoo  sshhooww  tthhaatt  tthhee  ttaaxxeess  tthhee  CCaatthhoolliiccss  hhaadd  ttoo  ppaayy  ccoonnssttiittuutteedd  

ssoo  iinnttoolleerraabbllee  aa  bbuurrddeenn  aass  ttoo  ffoorrccee  tthheemm  ttoo  rreennoouunnccee  tthheeiirr  ccrreeeedd,,  aanndd  tthhoouugghh  hhee  

aattttrriibbuutteess  mmaannyy  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss  ttoo  IIssllaamm  ttoo  tthhee  ddeessiirree  ooff  eessccaappiinngg  tthhee  ttrriibbuuttee,,  hhee  

ssaayyss  eexxpprreessssllyy  tthhaatt  tthheessee  aappoossttaassiieess  ffrroomm  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh  aarree  mmaaiinnllyy  ttoo  bbee  

aassccrriibbeedd  ttoo  tthhee  eexxttrreemmee  iiggnnoorraannccee  ooff  tthhee  cclleerrggyy,,
44
  iinn  ggrreeaatt  mmeeaassuurree  aallssoo  ttoo  tthheeiirr  

pprraaccttiiccee  ooff  aaddmmiittttiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  ssaaccrraammeennttss  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ooppeennllyy  pprrooffeesssseedd  IIssllaamm  wwhhiillee  

iinn  sseeccrreett  aaddhheerriinngg  ttoo  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh  ::
55
  iinn  aannootthheerr  ppllaaccee  hhee  ssaayyss,,  ssppeeaakkiinngg  ooff  

tthhee  cclleerrggyy  wwhhoo  wweerree  nnoott  ffiitt  ttoo  bbee  ppaarriisshh  pprriieessttss  aanndd  tthheeiirr  pprraaccttiiccee  ooff  

aaddmmiinniisstteerriinngg  tthhee  ssaaccrraammeennttss  ttoo  aappoossttaatteess  aanndd  sseeccrreett  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ::  ""  TThheessee  aarree  

pprreecciisseellyy  tthhee  ttwwoo  ccaauusseess  ffrroomm  wwhhiicchh  hhaavvee  ccoommee  aallll  tthhee  lloosssseess  tthhaatt  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  

CChhuurrcchh  hhaass  ssuussttaaiinneedd  iinn  AAllbbaanniiaa..""
66
  TThheerree  iiss  vveerryy  lliittttllee  ddoouubbtt  tthhaatt  tthhee  wwiiddeesspprreeaadd  

aappoossttaassyy  aatt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee  wwaass  tthhee  rreessuulltt  ooff  aa  lloonngg  sseerriieess  ooff  iinnfflluueenncceess  ssiimmiillaarr  ttoo  tthhoossee  

mmeennttiioonneedd  iinn  tthhee  pprreecceeddiinngg  ppaaggeess,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  tthhee  ddeelliivveerraannccee  ffrroomm  tthhee  ppaayymmeenntt  ooff  

tthhee  ttrriibbuuttee  wwaass  tthhee  llaasstt  lliinnkk  iinn  tthhee  cchhaaiinn..  

WWhhaatt  aaccttiivvee  eeffffoorrttss  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  tthheemmsseellvveess  wweerree  mmaakkiinngg  ttoo  ggaaiinn  oovveerr  

tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ttoo  IIssllaamm,,  wwee  ccaann  hhaarrddllyy  eexxppeecctt  ttoo  lleeaarrnn  ffrroomm  tthhee  rreeppoorrtt  ooff  aann  

eecccclleessiiaassttiiccaall  vviissiittoorr..  BBuutt  wwee  ffiinndd  mmeennttiioonn  ooff  aa  ddiissttrriicctt,,  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  wwhhiicchh,,  

ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  iinntteerrccoouurrssee  wwiitthh  tthhee  TTuurrkkss,,  hhaadd  ""ccoonnttrraacctteedd  tthhee  vviicceess  ooff  tthheessee  

iinnffiiddeellss,,""  aanndd  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  cchhiieeff  ccaauusseess  ooff  tthheeiirr  ffaalllliinngg  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  

ffaaiitthh  wwaass  tthheeiirr  ccoonnttrraaccttiinngg  mmaarrrriiaaggeess  wwiitthh  TTuurrkkiisshh  wwoommeenn..
77
  TThheerree  wweerree  nnoo  ddoouubbtt  

ssttrroonngg  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  iinnfflluueenncceess  aatt  wwoorrkk  hheerree,,  aass  aallssoo  iinn  tthhee  ttwwoo  ppaarriisshheess  ooff  

BBiissccaasscciiaa  aanndd  BBaassiiaa,,  wwhhoossee  jjooiinntt  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  nneeaarrllyy  aa  tthhoouussaanndd  ssoouullss  wwaass  

""eexxppoosseedd  ttoo  tthhee  oobbvviioouuss  rriisskk  ooff  aappoossttaattiissiinngg  tthhrroouugghh  llaacckk  ooff  aannyy  ppaassttoorr,,""  aanndd  

wweerree  ""mmuucchh  tteemmpptteedd  iinn  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh,,  aanndd  nneeeeddeedd  ttoo  bbee  ssttrreennggtthheenneedd  iinn  iitt  bbyy  wwiissee  

                                                           
1 "Plerique, ut se iniquis tributis et vexationibus eximerent, paullatim a Christiana religione deficere coeperunt."    

(Farlati, tom. vii. p. 311.) 
2 Zmaievich fol. 5. 
3 Id. fol. 5. 
4 Zmaievich, fol. 15, 197. 
5 Id. fol. 11. 
6 Id. fol. 137. 
7 Id. fol. 149. 
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aanndd  zzeeaalloouuss  ppaassttoorrss..""
11
  

ZZmmaaiieevviicchh  ssppeeaakkss  ooff  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  oolldd  nnoobbllee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaammiilliieess  iinn  tthhee  

nneeiigghhbboouurrhhoooodd  ooff  AAnnttiivvaarrii  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  rreepprreesseenntteedd  aatt  tthhaatt  ttiimmee  bbyy  ttwwoo  bbrrootthheerrss;;  

tthhee  eellddeerr  ooff  tthheessee  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ""wwhheeeeddlleedd""  bbyy  tthhee  pprroommiinneenntt  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ooff  tthhee  

ppllaaccee,,  wwhhoo  wweerree  cclloosseellyy  rreellaatteedd  ttoo  hhiimm,,  iinnttoo  ddeennyyiinngg  hhiiss  ffaaiitthh;;  tthhee  yyoouunnggeerr  

wwiisshheedd  ttoo  ssttuuddyy  ffoorr  tthhee  pprriieesstthhoooodd,,  iinn  wwhhiicchh  ooffffiiccee  ""  hhee  wwoouulldd  bbee  ooff  mmuucchh  

aassssiissttaannccee  ttoo  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  CChhuurrcchh  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  hhiigghh  eesstteeeemm  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  TTuurrkkss  

hheelldd  hhiiss  ffaammiillyy;;  wwhhiicchh  tthhoouugghh  ppoooorr  wwaass  uunniivveerrssaallllyy  rreessppeecctteedd..""
22
  TThhiiss  iinnddeeeedd  iiss  

aannootthheerr  iinnddiiccaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ddiidd  nnoott  iillll--ttrreeaatt  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  mmeerreellyy  aass  ssuucchh,,  bbuutt  oonnllyy  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  sshhoowweedd  tthheemmsseellvveess  ttoo  bbee  

ppoolliittiiccaallllyy  ddiissaaffffeecctteedd..  ZZmmaaiieevviicchh,,  wwhhoo  wwaass  hhiimmsseellff  aann  AAllbbaanniiaann,,  aanndd  ttooookk  uupp  

hhiiss  rreessiiddeennccee  iinn  hhiiss  ddiioocceessee  iinnsstteeaadd  ooff  iinn  VVeenneettiiaann  tteerrrriittoorryy,,  aass  mmaannyy  ooff  tthhee  

AArrcchhbbiisshhooppss  ooff  AAnnttiivvaarrii  sseeeemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  ddoonnee,,
33
  wwaass  rreecceeiivveedd  wwiitthh  ""  eexxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy  

hhoonnoouurrss  ""  aanndd  wwiitthh  ""  mmaarrvveelllloouuss  ccoouurrtteessyy,,""  nnoott  oonnllyy  bbyy  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  ooffffiicciiaallss  

ggeenneerraallllyy,,  bbuutt  aallssoo  bbyy  tthhee  SSuupprreemmee  PPaasshhaa  ooff  AAllbbaanniiaa  hhiimmsseellff,,  wwhhoo  ggaavvee  hhiimm  tthhee  

ppllaaccee  ooff  hhoonnoouurr  iinn  hhiiss  DDiivvaann,,  aallwwaayyss  aaccccoommppaannyyiinngg  hhiimm  ttoo  tthhee  ddoooorr  oonn  hhiiss  

ddeeppaarrttuurree  aanndd  rreecceeiivviinngg  hhiimm  tthheerree  oonn  hhiiss  aarrrriivvaall..
44
  TThhiiss  ""bbaarrbbaarriiaann""  wwhhoo  ""sshhoowweedd  

""sshhoowweedd  hhiimmsseellff  mmoorree  lliikkee  aa  ggeenneerroouuss--hheeaarrtteedd  CChhrriissttiiaann  tthhaann  aa  TTuurrkk,,""  ggaavvee  

mmoorree  ssuubbssttaannttiiaall  mmaarrkkss  ooff  ggoooodd  ffeeeelliinngg  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  bbyy  rreemmiittttiinngg——aatt  

tthhee  AArrcchhbbiisshhoopp''ss  rreeqquueesstt——tthhee  ttrriibbuuttee  dduuee  ffoorr  tthhee  eennssuuiinngg  yyeeaarr  ffrroomm  ffoouurr  

sseeppaarraattee  ttoowwnnss..
55
  IIff  aannyy  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  cclleerrggyy  wweerree  rroouugghhllyy  ttrreeaatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  TTuurrkkss,,  

TTuurrkkss,,  iitt  sseeeemmss  ggeenneerraallllyy  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  dduuee  ttoo  tthhee  ssuussppiicciioonn  ooff  ttrreeaassoonnaabbllee  

ccoorrrreessppoonnddeennccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  eenneemmiieess  ooff  tthhee  TTuurrkkss;;  eecccclleessiiaassttiiccaall  vviissiittss  ttoo  IIttaallyy  sseeeemm  

aallssoo  ttoo  hhaavvee  eexxcciitteedd——aanndd  iinn  mmaannyy  ccaasseess,,  jjuussttllyy——ssuucchh  ssuussppiicciioonnss..  OOtthheerrwwiissee  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaann  cclleerrggyy  sseeeemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  hhaadd  nnoo  rreeaassoonn  ttoo  ccoommppllaaiinn  ooff  tthhee  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  tthheeyy  

rreecceeiivveedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss;;  ZZmmaaiieevviicchh  eevveenn  ssppeeaakkss  ooff  oonnee  ppaarriisshh  pprriieesstt  bbeeiinngg  ""  

mmuucchh  bbeelloovveedd  bbyy  tthhee  pprriinncciippaall  TTuurrkkss,,""
66
    aanndd  ddoouubbttlleessss  tthheerree  wweerree  ppaarraalllleellss  iinn  

AAllbbaanniiaa  ttoo  tthhee  ccaassee  ooff  aa  pprriieesstt  iinn  tthhee  ddiioocceessee  ooff  TTrreebbiinnjjee  iinn  HHeerrzzeeggoovviinnaa,,  wwhhoo  iinn  

tthhee  eeaarrllyy  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  eeiigghhtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  wwaass  ssuussppeecctteedd,,  oonn  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  hhiiss  ffaammiilliiaarr  

iinntteerrccoouurrssee  wwiitthh  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss,,  ooff  hhaavviinngg  ffoorrmmeedd  aann  iinntteennttiioonn  ttoo  eemmbbrraaccee  

IIssllaamm,,  aanndd  wwaass  aaccccoorrddiinnggllyy  sseenntt  bbyy  hhiiss  bbiisshhoopp  ttoo  RRoommee  uunnddeerr  ssaaffee  ccuussttooddyy..
77
    

NNoo  ssuubbsseeqquueenntt  ppeerriioodd  ooff  AAllbbaanniiaann  hhiissttoorryy  aappppeeaarrss  ttoo  hhaavvee  wwiittnneesssseedd  ssuucchh  

wwiiddeesspprreeaadd  aappoossttaassyy  aass  tthhee  sseevveenntteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  bbuutt  tthheerree  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ooccccaassiioonnaall  

aacccceessssiioonnss  ttoo  IIssllaamm  uupp  ttoo  mmoorree  rreecceenntt  ttiimmeess..  IInn  SSoouutthheerrnn  AAllbbaanniiaa,,  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  ooff  

tthhee  TToosskkss,,  tthhee  pprreeppoonnddeerraannccee  ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ppllaacceedd  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaannss  aatt  aa  ddiissaaddvvaannttaaggee,,  aanndd  aa  ssttoorryy  iiss  ttoolldd  ooff  tthhee  KKaarraammuurrttaaddss,,  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  

ooff  tthhiirrttyy--ssiixx  vviillllaaggeess  nneeaarr  PPooggoonniiaannii,,  tthhaatt  uupp  ttoo  tthhee  cclloossee  ooff  tthhee  eeiigghhtteeeenntthh  

                                                           
1 Id. fol. 143-4. 
2 Zmaievich, fol. 22. 
3 Farlati, tom. vii. p. 141. 
4 Zmaievich, fol. 7, 17. 
5 Id. fol. 9. 
6 Id. fol. 141. 
7 Farlati, vol. vi. p. 317. 
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cceennttuurryy  tthheeyy  wweerree  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  bbuutt  ffiinnddiinngg  tthheemmsseellvveess  uunnaabbllee  ttoo  rreeppeell  tthhee  

ccoonnttiinnuuaall  aattttaacckkss  ooff  tthhee  nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  LLeesskkoovviikkii,,  

tthheeyy  mmeett  iinn  aa  cchhuurrcchh  aanndd  pprraayyeedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  ssaaiinnttss  mmiigghhtt  wwoorrkk  ssoommee  mmiirraaccllee  oonn  

tthheeiirr  bbeehhaallff;;  tthheeyy  sswwoorree  ttoo  ffaasstt  ttiillll  EEaasstteerr  iinn  eexxppeeccttaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ddiivviinnee  aassssiissttaannccee;;  

bbuutt  EEaasstteerr  ccaammee  aanndd  nnoo  mmiirraaccllee  wwaass  wwrroouugghhtt,,  ssoo  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  eemmbbrraacceedd  

IIssllaamm;;  ssoooonn  aafftteerrwwaarrddss  tthheeyy  oobbttaaiinneedd  tthhee  aarrmmss  tthheeyy  rreeqquuiirreedd  aanndd  mmaassssaaccrreedd  tthheeiirr  

oolldd  eenneemmiieess  iinn  LLeesskkoovviikkii  aanndd  ttooookk  ppoosssseessssiioonn  ooff  tthheeiirr  llaannddss..
11
  CCoommmmuunniittyy  ooff  

ffaaiitthh  iinn  AAllbbaanniiaa  iiss  nneevveerr  aalllloowweedd  ttoo  ssttaanndd  iinn  tthhee  wwaayy  ooff  aa  ttrriibbaall  ffeeuudd..  EEvveenn  uupp  ttoo  

tthhee  nniinneetteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  AAllbbaanniiaann  ttrriibbeess  aanndd  vviillllaaggeess  hhaavvee  cchhaannggeedd  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  

ffoorr  vveerryy  ttrriivviiaall  rreeaassoonnss;;  ppaarrtt  ooff  oonnee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ttrriibbee  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  ttuurrnneedd  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  bbeeccaauussee  tthheeiirr  pprriieesstt,,  wwhhoo  sseerrvveedd  sseevveerraall  vviillllaaggeess  aanndd  vviissiitteedd  tthheemm  

ffiirrsstt,,  iinnssiisstteedd  oonn  ssaayyiinngg  mmaassss  aatt  aann  uunnrreeaassoonnaabbllyy  eeaarrllyy  hhoouurr..
22
  

AAtt  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddaayy  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  iinn  AAllbbaanniiaa  aarree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  nnuummbbeerr  aabboouutt  

11,,000000,,000000  aanndd  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  448800,,000000,,  bbuutt  tthhee  aaccccuurraaccyy  ooff  tthheessee  ffiigguurreess  iiss  nnoott  

cceerrttaaiinn..  TThhee  MMiirrddiitteess  aarree  eennttiirreellyy  CChhrriissttiiaann;;  tthheeyy  ssuubbmmiitttteedd  ttoo  tthhee  SSuullttaann  oonn  

ccoonnddiittiioonn  tthhaatt  nnoo  MMuusslliimm  wwoouulldd  bbee  aalllloowweedd  ttoo  sseettttllee  iinn  tthheeiirr  tteerrrriittoorryy,,  bbuutt  

aaddhheerreennttss  ooff  bbootthh  tthhee  rriivvaall  ccrreeeeddss  aarree  ffoouunndd  iinn  aallmmoosstt  aallll  tthhee  ootthheerr  ttrriibbeess..  CCeennttrraall  

AAllbbaanniiaa  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  bbee  aallmmoosstt  eennttiirreellyy  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann,,  aanndd  tthhee  ffoolllloowweerrss  ooff  IIssllaamm  

ffoorrmm  aabboouutt  ssiixxttyy  ppeerr  cceenntt..  ooff  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  NNoorrtthheerrnn  AAllbbaanniiaa;;  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  

ppooppuullaattiioonn  aattttaaiinnss  iittss  llaarrggeesstt  pprrooppoorrttiioonn  iinn  SSoouutthheerrnn  AAllbbaanniiaa,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  iinn  tthhee  

ddiissttrriiccttss  bboorrddeerriinngg  uuppoonn  GGrreeeeccee..  

TThhee  kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  SSeerrvviiaa  ffiirrsstt  ppaaiidd  ttrriibbuuttee  ttoo  tthhee  OOttttoommaannss  iinn  11337755  aanndd  lloosstt  

iittss  iinnddeeppeennddeennccee  aafftteerr  tthhee  ddiissaassttrroouuss  ddeeffeeaatt  ooff  KKoossssoovvoo  ((11338899)),,  wwhheerree  bbootthh  tthhee  

kkiinngg  ooff  SSeerrvviiaa  aanndd  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  ssuullttaann  wweerree  lleefftt  ddeeaadd  uuppoonn  tthhee  ffiieelldd..  TThhee  

ssuucccceessssoorrss  ooff  tthhee  ttwwoo  ssoovveerreeiiggnnss  eenntteerreedd  iinnttoo  aa  ffrriieennddllyy  ccoommppaacctt,,  tthhee  yyoouunngg  

SSeerrvviiaann  pprriinnccee,,  SStteepphheenn,,  aacckknnoowwlleeddggeedd  tthhee  ssuuzzeerraaiinnttyy  ooff  TTuurrkkeeyy,,  ggaavvee  hhiiss  ssiisstteerr  

iinn  mmaarrrriiaaggee  ttoo  tthhee  nneeww  ssuullttaann,,  BBāāyyaazzīīdd,,  aanndd  ffoorrmmeedd  wwiitthh  hhiimm  aa  lleeaagguuee  ooff  

bbrrootthheerrhhoooodd..  AAtt  tthhee  bbaattttllee  ooff  NNiikkooppoolliiss  ((11339944)),,  wwhhiicchh  ggaavvee  ttoo  tthhee  TTuurrkkss  aassssuurreedd  

ppoosssseessssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  wwhhoollee  BBaallkkaann  ppeenniinnssuullaa,,  eexxcceepptt  tthhee  ddiissttrriicctt  ssuurrrroouunnddiinngg  

CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee,,  tthhee  SSeerrvviiaann  ccoonnttiinnggeenntt  ttuurrnneedd  tthhee  wwaavveerriinngg  ffoorrttuunnee  ooff  tthhee  bbaattttllee  

aanndd  ggaavvee  tthhee  vviiccttoorryy  ttoo  tthhee  TTuurrkkss..  OOnn  tthhee  ffiieelldd  ooff  AAnnggoorraa  ((11440022)),,  wwhheenn  tthhee  

TTuurrkkiisshh  ppoowweerr  wwaass  aannnniihhiillaatteedd  aanndd  BBāāyyaazzīīdd  hhiimmsseellff  ttaakkeenn  pprriissoonneerr  bbyy  TTīīmmūūrr,,  

SStteepphheenn  wwaass  pprreesseenntt  wwiitthh  hhiiss  SSeerrvviiaann  ttrrooooppss  aanndd  ffoouugghhtt  bbrraavveellyy  ffoorr  hhiiss  bbrrootthheerr--

iinn--llaaww,,  aanndd  iinnsstteeaadd  ooff  ttaakkiinngg  tthhiiss  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ooff  sseeccuurriinngg  hhiiss  iinnddeeppeennddeennccee,,  

rreemmaaiinneedd  ffaaiitthhffuull  ttoo  hhiiss  eennggaaggeemmeenntt,,  aanndd  ssttoooodd  bbyy  tthhee  ssoonnss  ooff  BBāāyyaazzīīdd  uunnttiill  tthheeyy  

rreeccoovveerreedd  tthheeiirr  ffaatthheerr''ss  tthhrroonnee..  UUnnddeerr  tthhee  ssuucccceessssoorr  ooff  SStteepphheenn,,  GGeeoorrggee  

BBrraannkkoovviicchh,,  SSeerrvviiaa  eennjjooyyeedd  aa  sseemmii--iinnddeeppeennddeennccee,,  bbuutt  wwhheenn  iinn  11443388  hhee  rraaiisseedd  

tthhee  ssttaannddaarrdd  ooff  rreevvoolltt,,  hhiiss  ccoouunnttrryy  wwaass  aaggaaiinn  oovveerrrruunn  bbyy  tthhee  TTuurrkkss..  TThheenn  ffoorr  aa  

ttiimmee  SSeerrvviiaa  hhaadd  ttoo  aacckknnoowwlleeddggee  tthhee  ssuuzzeerraaiinnttyy  ooff  HHuunnggaarryy,,  bbuutt  tthhee  ddeeffeeaatt  ooff  

JJoohhnn  HHuunnyyaaddyy  aatt  VVaarrnnaa  iinn  11444444  bbrroouugghhtt  hheerr  oonnccee  mmoorree  uunnddeerr  ttrriibbuuttee,,  aanndd  iinn  

11445599  sshhee  ffiinnaallllyy  bbeeccaammee  aa  TTuurrkkiisshh  pprroovviinnccee..  

                                                           
1 Eliot, p. 401. 
2 Id. p. 392. 
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IItt  iiss  nnoott  iimmppoossssiibbllee  tthhaatt  tthhee  SSeerrvviiaannss  wwhhoo  hhaadd  eemmbbrraacceedd  IIssllaamm  aafftteerr  tthhee  

bbaattttllee  ooff  KKoossssoovvoo  hhaadd  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthhee  ffaattee  ooff  tthhee  lliittttllee  MMuusslliimm  ccoommmmuunniittyy  tthhaatt  

hhaadd  bbeeeenn  rrooootteedd  oouutt  ooff  HHuunnggaarryy  aabboouutt  aa  cceennttuurryy  bbeeffoorree,,  aanndd  tthheerreeffoorree  pprreeffeerrrreedd  

tthhee  ddoommiinnaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  TTuurrkkss  ttoo  tthhaatt  ooff  tthhee  HHuunnggaarriiaannss..  YYāāqqūūtt  ggiivveess  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  

aaccccoouunntt  ooff  hhiiss  mmeeeettiinngg,,  aabboouutt  tthhee  yyeeaarr  11222288,,  wwiitthh  ssoommee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhiiss  ggrroouupp  

ooff  ffoolllloowweerrss  ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett  iinn  mmeeddiieevvaall  EEuurrooppee,,  wwhhoo  hhaadd  oowweedd  tthheeiirr  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  

ttoo  MMuusslliimmss  wwhhoo  hhaadd  sseettttlleedd  aammoonngg  tthheemm..  ""  IInn  tthhee  cciittyy  ooff  AAlleeppppoo,,  II  mmeett  aa  llaarrggee  

nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ppeerrssoonnss  ccaalllleedd  BBaasshhkkiirrss,,  wwiitthh  rreeddddiisshh  hhaaiirr  aanndd  rreeddddiisshh  ffaacceess..  TThheeyy  

wweerree  ssttuuddyyiinngg  llaaww  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  sscchhooooll  ooff  AAbbūū  HHaannīīffaahh  ((mmaayy  GGoodd  bbee  wweellll  

pplleeaasseedd  wwiitthh  hhiimm!!))  II  aasskkeedd  oonnee  ooff  tthheemm  wwhhoo  sseeeemmeedd  ttoo  bbee  aann  iinntteelllliiggeenntt  ffeellllooww  

ffoorr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ccoonncceerrnniinngg  tthheeiirr  ccoouunnttrryy  aanndd  tthheeiirr  ccoonnddiittiioonn..  HHee  ttoolldd  mmee,,  ''  OOuurr  

ccoouunnttrryy  iiss  ssiittuuaatteedd  oonn  tthhee  ootthheerr  ssiiddee  ooff  CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee,,  iinn  aa  kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  aa  ppeeooppllee  

ooff  tthhee  FFrraannkkss  ccaalllleedd  tthhee  HHuunnggaarriiaannss..  WWee  aarree  MMuusslliimmss,,  ssuubbjjeeccttss  ooff  tthheeiirr  kkiinngg,,  aanndd  

lliivvee  oonn  tthhee  bboorrddeerr  ooff  hhiiss  tteerrrriittoorryy,,  ooccccuuppyyiinngg  aabboouutt  tthhiirrttyy  vviillllaaggeess,,  wwhhiicchh  aarree  

aallmmoosstt  lliikkee  ssmmaallll  ttoowwnnss..  BBuutt  tthhee  kkiinngg  ooff  tthhee  HHuunnggaarriiaannss  ddooeess  nnoott  aallllooww  uuss  ttoo  

bbuuiilldd  wwaallllss  rroouunndd  aannyy  ooff  tthheemm,,  lleesstt  wwee  sshhoouulldd  rreevvoolltt  aaggaaiinnsstt  hhiimm..  WWee  aarree  

ssiittuuaatteedd  iinn  tthhee  mmiiddsstt  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  ccoouunnttrriieess,,  hhaavviinngg  tthhee  llaanndd  ooff  tthhee  SSllaavvss  oonn  tthhee  

nnoorrtthh,,  oonn  tthhee  ssoouutthh,,  tthhaatt  ooff  tthhee  PPooppee,,  ii..  ee..  RRoommee  ((nnooww  tthhee  PPooppee  iiss  tthhee  hheeaadd  ooff  tthhee  

FFrraannkkss,,  tthhee  vviiccaarr  ooff  tthhee  MMeessssiiaahh  iinn  tthheeiirr  eeyyeess,,  lliikkee  tthhee  ccoommmmaannddeerr  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthhffuull  

iinn  tthhee  eeyyeess  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss;;  hhiiss  aauutthhoorriittyy  eexxtteennddss  oovveerr  aallll  mmaatttteerrss  ccoonnnneecctteedd  wwiitthh  

rreelliiggiioonn  aammoonngg  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ooff  tthheemm));;  oonn  tthhee  wweesstt,,  AAnnddaalluussiiaa;;  oonn  tthhee  eeaasstt,,  tthhee  llaanndd  

ooff  tthhee  GGrreeeekkss,,  CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee  aanndd  iittss  pprroovviinncceess..''  HHee  aaddddeedd,,  ''  OOuurr  llaanngguuaaggee  iiss  tthhee  

llaanngguuaaggee  ooff  tthhee  FFrraannkkss,,  wwee  ddrreessss  aafftteerr  tthheeiirr  ffaasshhiioonn,,  wwee  sseerrvvee  wwiitthh  tthheemm  iinn  tthhee  

aarrmmyy,,  aanndd  wwee  jjooiinn  tthheemm  iinn  aattttaacckkiinngg  aallll  tthheeiirr  eenneemmiieess,,  bbeeccaauussee  tthheeyy  oonnllyy  ggoo  ttoo  

wwaarr  wwiitthh  tthhee  eenneemmiieess  ooff  IIssllaamm..''  II  tthheenn  aasskkeedd  hhiimm  hhooww  iitt  wwaass  tthheeyy  hhaadd  aaddoopptteedd  

IIssllaamm  iinn  ssppiittee  ooff  tthheeiirr  ddwweelllliinngg  iinn  tthhee  mmiiddsstt  ooff  tthhee  uunnbbeelliieevveerrss..  HHee  aannsswweerreedd,,  ''  II  

hhaavvee  hheeaarrdd  sseevveerraall  ooff  oouurr  ffoorreeffaatthheerrss  ssaayy  tthhaatt  aa  lloonngg  ttiimmee  aaggoo  sseevveenn  MMuusslliimmss  

ccaammee  ffrroomm  BBuullggaarriiaa  aanndd  sseettttlleedd  aammoonngg  uuss..  IInn  kkiinnddllyy  ffaasshhiioonn  tthheeyy  ppooiinntteedd  oouutt  ttoo  

uuss  oouurr  eerrrroorrss  aanndd  ddiirreecctteedd  uuss  iinnttoo  tthhee  rriigghhtt  wwaayy,,  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  IIssllaamm..  TThheenn  GGoodd  

gguuiiddeedd  uuss  aanndd  ((pprraaiissee  bbee  ttoo  GGoodd!!))  wwee  aallll  bbeeccaammee  MMuusslliimmss  aanndd  GGoodd  ooppeenneedd  oouurr  

hheeaarrttss  ttoo  tthhee  ffaaiitthh..  WWee  hhaavvee  ccoommee  ttoo  tthhiiss  ccoouunnttrryy  ttoo  ssttuuddyy  llaaww;;  wwhheenn  wwee  rreettuurrnn  ttoo  

oouurr  oowwnn  llaanndd,,  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  wwiillll  ddoo  uuss  hhoonnoouurr  aanndd  ppuutt  uuss  iinn  cchhaarrggee  ooff  tthheeiirr  

rreelliiggiioouuss  aaffffaaiirrss..''  ""
11
  IIssllaamm  kkeepptt  iittss  ggrroouunndd  aammoonngg  tthhee  BBaasshhkkiirrss  ooff  HHuunnggaarryy  uunnttiill  

11334400,,  wwhheenn  KKiinngg  CChhaarrlleess  RRoobbeerrtt  ccoommppeelllleedd  aallll  hhiiss  ssuubbjjeeccttss  tthhaatt  wweerree  nnoott  yyeett  

CChhrriissttiiaannss  ttoo  eemmbbrraaccee  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh  oorr  qquuiitt  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy..
22
  

TThhee  SSeerrvviiaann  MMuusslliimmss  mmaayy,,  tthheerreeffoorree,,  wweellll  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  pplleeaasseedd  ttoo  eessccaappee  

ffrroomm  tthhee  rruullee  ooff  HHuunnggaarryy,,  lliikkee  tthheeiirr  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffeellllooww--ccoouunnttrryymmeenn,,  ffoorr  wwhheenn  tthheessee  

wweerree  ggiivveenn  tthhee  cchhooiiccee  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliicc  rruullee  ooff  HHuunnggaarryy  aanndd  tthhee  

MMuusslliimm  rruullee  ooff  tthhee  TTuurrkkss,,  tthhee  ddeevvoottiioonn  ooff  tthhee  SSeerrvviiaannss  ttoo  tthhee  GGrreeeekk  CChhuurrcchh  lleedd  

tthheemm  ttoo  pprreeffeerr  tthhee  ttoolleerraannccee  ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ttoo  tthhee  uunnccoommpprroommiissiinngg  

pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  ssppiirriitt  ooff  tthhee  LLaattiinnss..  AAnn  oolldd  lleeggeenndd  tthhuuss  rreepprreesseennttss  tthheeiirr  ffeeeelliinnggss  aatt  
                                                           

11YYāāqqūūtt,,  vvooll..  ii..  pp..  446699  ssqq.  
2
Géographie d'Aboulféda, traduite par M. Reinaud, tome ii. pp 294-5.  
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tthhiiss  ttiimmee  ::——TThhee  TTuurrkkss  aanndd  tthhee  HHuunnggaarriiaannss  wweerree  aatt  wwaarr;;  GGeeoorrggee  BBrraannkkoovviicchh  

ssoouugghhtt  oouutt  JJoohhnn  HHuunnyyaaddyy  aanndd  aasskkeedd  hhiimm,,  ""  IIff  yyoouu  aarree  vviiccttoorriioouuss,,  wwhhaatt  wwiillll  yyoouu  

ddoo  ??  ""  ""  EEssttaabblliisshh  tthhee  RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliicc  ffaaiitthh,,""  wwaass  tthhee  aannsswweerr..  TThheenn  hhee  ssoouugghhtt  

oouutt  tthhee  ssuullttaann  aanndd  aasskkeedd  hhiimm,,  ""IIff  yyoouu  ccoommee  oouutt  vviiccttoorriioouuss,,  wwhhaatt  wwiillll  yyoouu  ddoo  wwiitthh  

oouurr  rreelliiggiioonn??  ""BByy  tthhee  ssiiddee  ooff  eevveerryy  mmoossqquuee  sshhaallll  ssttaanndd  aa  cchhuurrcchh,,  aanndd  eevveerryy  mmaann  

sshhaallll  bbee  ffrreeee  ttoo  pprraayy  iinn  wwhhiicchheevveerr  hhee  cchhoooosseess..""
11
    TThhee  ttrreeaacchheerryy  ooff  ssoommee  SSeerrvviiaann  

pprriieessttss  ffoorrcceedd  tthhee  ggaarrrriissoonn  ooff  BBeellggrraaddee  ttoo  ccaappiittuullaattee  ttoo  tthhee  TTuurrkkss;;
22
    ssiimmiillaarrllyy  tthhee  

SSeerrvviiaannss  ooff  SSeemmeennddrriiaa,,  oonn  tthhee  DDaannuubbee,,  wweellccoommeedd  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  ttrrooooppss  wwhhoo  iinn  

11660000  ddeelliivveerreedd  tthheemm  ffrroomm  tthhee  rruullee  ooff  tthheeiirr  CCaatthhoolliicc  nneeiigghhbboouurrss..
33
  

TThhee  sspprreeaadd  ooff  IIssllaamm  aammoonngg  tthhee  SSeerrvviiaannss  bbeeggaann  iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy  aafftteerr  tthhee  

bbaattttllee  ooff  KKoossssoovvoo,,  wwhheenn  aa  llaarrggee  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  oolldd  ffeeuuddaall  nnoobbiilliittyy,,  ssuucchh  aass  ssttiillll  

rreemmaaiinneedd  aalliivvee  aanndd  ddiidd  nnoott  ttaakkee  rreeffuuggee  iinn  nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  CChhrriissttiiaann  ccoouunnttrriieess,,  wweenntt  

oovveerr  vvoolluunnttaarriillyy  ttoo  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett,,  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  kkeeeepp  tthheeiirr  oolldd  pprriivviilleeggeess  

uunnddiissttuurrbbeedd..
44
  IInn  tthheessee  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  nnoobblleess  tthhee  ssuullttaannss  ffoouunndd  tthhee  mmoosstt  zzeeaalloouuss  

pprrooppaaggaannddiissttss  ooff  tthhee  nneeww  ffaaiitthh..
55
  BBuutt  tthhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  SSeerrvviiaann  ppeeooppllee  cclluunngg  

ffiirrmmllyy  ttoo  tthheeiirr  oolldd  rreelliiggiioonn  tthhrroouugghh  aallll  tthheeiirr  ttrroouubblleess  aanndd  ssuuffffeerriinnggss,,  aanndd  oonnllyy  iinn  

SSttaarraa  SSeerrbbiiaa  oorr  OOlldd  SSeerrvviiaa,,
66
  wwhhiicchh  nnooww  ffoorrmmss  tthhee  nnoorrtthh--eeaasstteerrnn  ppoorrttiioonn  ooff  

mmooddeerrnn  AAllbbaanniiaa,,  hhaass  tthheerree  bbeeeenn  aannyy  vveerryy  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss..  

EEvveenn  hheerree  tthhee  sspprreeaadd  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaanniissmm  pprroocceeeeddeedd  vveerryy  sslloowwllyy  uunnttiill  tthhee  

sseevveenntteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  wwhheenn  tthhee  AAuussttrriiaannss  iinndduucceedd  tthhee  SSeerrvviiaannss  ttoo  rriissee  iinn  rreevvoolltt  

aanndd,,  aafftteerr  tthhee  iillll--ssuucccceessss  ooff  tthhiiss  rriissiinngg,,  tthhee  tthheenn  PPaattrriiaarrcchh,,  AArrsseenniiuuss  IIIIII  

TTsseerrnnoo??eevviicchh,,  iinn  11669900  eemmiiggrraatteedd  wwiitthh  4400,,000000  SSeerrvviiaann  ffaammiilliieess  aaccrroossss  tthhee  bboorrddeerr  

iinnttoo  HHuunnggaarryy;;  aannootthheerr  eexxoodduuss  iinn  11773399  ooff  1155,,000000  ffaammiilliieess  uunnddeerr  tthhee  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  ooff  

AArrsseenniiuuss  IIVV  JJoovvaannoovviicchh,,  wweellll  nniigghh  ddeennuuddeedd  tthhiiss  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  ooff  iittss  

oorriiggiinnaall  SSeerrvviiaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn..
77
  

AAllbbaanniiaann  ccoolloonniissttss  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssoouutthh  pprreesssseedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  vvaaccaatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  

ffuuggiittiivveess  ::  tthheessee  AAllbbaanniiaannss  aatt  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  tthheeiirr  aarrrriivvaall  wweerree  RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliiccss  ffoorr  

tthhee  mmoosstt  ppaarrtt,,  bbuutt  aafftteerr  tthheeyy  sseettttlleedd  iinn  OOlldd  SSeerrvviiaa  tthheeyy  ggrraadduuaallllyy  aaddoopptteedd  IIssllaamm  

aanndd  aatt  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ttiimmee  tthhee  rreemmnnaanntt  ooff  RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliicc  AAllbbaanniiaannss  iiss  bbuutt  ssmmaallll,,  

tthhoouugghh  ffrroomm  ttiimmee  ttoo  ttiimmee  iitt  iiss  rreeccrruuiitteedd  bbyy  ffrreesshh  aarrrriivvaallss  ffrroomm  tthhee  mmoouunnttaaiinnss  ::  

tthhee  nneeww--ccoommeerrss,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  uussuuaallllyy  ffoollllooww  tthhee  eexxaammppllee  ooff  tthheeiirr  pprreeddeecceessssoorrss,,  aanndd  

aafftteerr  aa  wwhhiillee  bbeeccoommee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss..
88
  

AAfftteerr  tthhiiss  AAllbbaanniiaann  iimmmmiiggrraattiioonn,,  IIssllaamm,,  bbeeggaann  ttoo  sspprreeaadd  mmoorree  rraappiiddllyy  

aammoonngg  tthhee  rreemmnnaanntt  ooff  tthhee  SSeerrvviiaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn..  TThhee  SSeerrvviiaann  cclleerrggyy  wweerree  vveerryy  

iiggnnoorraanntt  aanndd  uunnlleetttteerreedd,,  tthheeyy  ccoouulldd  oonnllyy  mmaannaaggee  wwiitthh  ddiiffffiiccuullttyy  ttoo  rreeaadd  tthheeiirr  

sseerrvviiccee--bbooookkss  aanndd  hhaarrddllyy  aannyy  hhaadd  lleeaarrnneedd  ttoo  wwrriittee;;  tthheeyy  nneeiitthheerr  pprreeaacchheedd  ttoo  tthhee  

                                                           
1 Enrique Dupuy de Lôme;   Los  Esclavos   y Turquía, pp. 17-18. (Madrid, 1877,)  
2 De la Jonquière, p. 215. 
3
Id. p. 290.  

4 Kanitz, p. 37. 
5 Id. pp. 37-8. 
6 A map of this country is given by Mackenzie and Irby (p. 243) :   it contains Prizren, the old Servian capital, 

Ipek, the seat of the Servian Patriarch, and the battle-field of Kossovo.              
7 Kanitz, p. 37. 
8 Mackenzie and Irby, pp. 250-1. 
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ppeeooppllee  nnoorr  ttaauugghhtt  tthheemm  tthhee  ccaatteecchhiissmm,,  ccoonnsseeqquueennttllyy  iinn  wwhhoollee  vviillllaaggeess  ssccaarrcceellyy  aa  

mmaann  ccoouulldd  bbee  ffoouunndd  wwhhoo  kknneeww  tthhee  LLoorrdd''ss  PPrraayyeerr  oorr  hhooww  mmaannyy  ccoommmmaannddmmeennttss  

tthheerree  wweerree;;  eevveenn  tthhee  pprriieessttss  tthheemmsseellvveess  wweerree  qquuiittee  aass  iiggnnoorraanntt..
11
  AAfftteerr  tthhee  

iinnssuurrrreeccttiioonn  ooff  11668899,,  tthhee  PPaattrriiaarrcchh  ooff  IIppeekk,,  tthhee  eecccclleessiiaassttiiccaall  ccaappiittaall  ooff  SSeerrvviiaa,,  

wwaass  aappppooiinntteedd  bbyy  tthhee  PPoorrttee,,  bbuutt  iinn  11773377,,  aass  tthhee  rreessuulltt  ooff  aannootthheerr  rreebbeelllliioonn,,  tthhee  

SSeerrvviiaann  PPaattrriiaarrcchhaattee  wwaass  eennttiirreellyy  ssuupppprreesssseedd  aanndd  tthhee  SSeerrvviiaann  CChhuurrcchh  mmaaddee  

ddeeppeennddeenntt  uuppoonn  tthhee  GGrreeeekk  PPaattrriiaarrcchh  ooff  CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee..  TThhee  cchhuurrcchheess  wweerree  ffiilllleedd  

wwiitthh  GGrreeeekk  bbiisshhooppss,,  wwhhoo  mmaaddee  ccoommmmoonn  ccaauussee  wwiitthh  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  BBeeyyss  aanndd  

PPaasshhaass  iinn  bblleeeeddiinngg  tthhee  uunnffoorrttuunnaattee  CChhrriissttiiaannss::  tthheeiirr  nnaattiioonnaall  llaanngguuaaggee  wwaass  

pprroossccrriibbeedd  aanndd  tthhee  OOlldd  SSllaavvoonniicc  sseerrvviiccee--bbooookkss,,  eettcc..,,  wweerree  ccoolllleecctteedd  aanndd  sseenntt  ooffff  

ttoo  CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee..
22
  WWiitthh  ssuucchh  aa  cclleerrggyy  iitt  iiss  nnoott  ssuurrpprriissiinngg  tthhaatt  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh  

ffaaiitthh  sshhoouulldd  ddeecclliinnee  ::  ee..  gg..  iinn  tthhee  ccoommmmuunnee  ooff  GGoorraa  ((iinn  tthhee  ddiissttrriicctt  ooff  PPrriizzrreenn)),,  

wwhhiicchh  hhaadd  bbeegguunn  ttoo  bbeeccoommee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaanniisseedd  ssoooonn  aafftteerr  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  eexxoodduuss  ooff  

11669900,,  tthhee  SSeerrvviiaannss  tthhaatt  ssttiillll  cclluunngg  ttoo  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh,,  aappppeeaalleedd  aaggaaiinn  aanndd  

aaggaaiinn  ttoo  tthhee  GGrreeeekk  bbiisshhoopp  ooff  PPrriizzrreenn  ttoo  sseenndd  tthheemm  pprriieessttss,,  aatt  lleeaasstt  ooccccaassiioonnaallllyy,,  

bbuutt  aallll  iinn  vvaaiinn;;  tthheeiirr  cchhiillddrreenn  rreemmaaiinneedd  uunnbbaappttiisseedd,,  wweeddddiinnggss  aanndd  bbuurriiaallss  wweerree  

ccoonndduucctteedd  wwiitthhoouutt  tthhee  bblleessssiinngg  ooff  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh,,  aanndd  tthhee  ccoonnsseeccrraatteedd  bbuuiillddiinnggss  ffeellll  

iinnttoo  ddeeccaayy..
33
  IInn  tthhee  nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  ddiissttrriicctt  ooff  OOppoolljjee,,  ssiimmiillaarrllyy,,  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  MMuusslliimm  

MMuusslliimm  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  99550000  ssoouullss  iiss  pprroobbaabbllyy  ffoorr  tthhee  mmoosstt  ppaarrtt  ddeesscceennddeedd  ffrroomm  

tthhee  oorriiggiinnaall  SSllaavv  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  tthhee  ppllaaccee..
44
  AAtt  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  sseevveenntteeeenntthh  

cceennttuurryy,,  BBiizzzzii  ffoouunndd  iinn  tthhee  cciittyy  ooff  JJaaggnneevvoo,,  112200  RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliicc  hhoouusseehhoollddss,,  

220000  GGrreeeekk  aanndd  118800  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann;;
55
  lleessss  tthhaann  aa  hhuunnddrreedd  yyeeaarrss  llaatteerr,,  eevveerryy  hhoouussee  

iinn  tthhee  cciittyy  wwaass  llooookkeedd  uuppoonn  aass  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann,,  aass  tthhee  hheeaadd  ooff  eeaacchh  ffaammiillyy  

pprrooffeesssseedd  tthhiiss  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  tthhee  wwoommeenn  oonnllyy,,  wwiitthh  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn,,  wweerree  

CChhrriissttiiaann..
66
  AAbboouutt  tthhee  mmiiddddllee  ooff  tthhee  eeiigghhtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  tthhee  vviillllaaggee  ooff  LLjjuurrss  wwaass  

eennttiirreellyy  CCaatthhoolliicc;;  iinn  11886633  tthheerree  wweerree  9900  MMuusslliimm  aanndd  2233  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaammiilliieess,,  bbuutt  aatt  

tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddaayy  tthhiiss  vviillllaaggee,,  ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  tthhee  ssuurrrroouunnddiinngg  vviillllaaggeess,,  hhaass  wwhhoollllyy  

ggiivveenn  uupp  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy..
77
  UUnnttiill  rreecceennttllyy  ssoommee  lliinnggeerriinngg  ssuurrvviivvaallss  ooff  tthheeiirr  oolldd  

CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh,,  ssuucchh  aass  tthhee  bbuurrnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  YYuullee--lloogg  aatt  CChhrriissttmmaass,,  eettcc..,,  wweerree  ssttiillll  

ttoo  bbee  mmeett  wwiitthh  iinn  cceerrttaaiinn  vviillllaaggeess,,  bbuutt  ssuucchh  ccuussttoommss  aarree  nnooww  ffaasstt  ddyyiinngg  oouutt..  

AAfftteerr  tthhee  bbaattttllee  ooff  KKoossssoovvoo  aanndd  tthhee  ddoowwnnffaallll  ooff  tthhee  SSeerrvviiaann  eemmppiirree,,  tthhee  

wwiilldd  hhiigghhllaannddss  ooff  MMoonntteenneeggrroo  aaffffoorrddeedd  aa  rreeffuuggee  ttoo  tthhoossee  SSeerrvviiaannss  wwhhoo  wwoouulldd  

nnoott  ssuubbmmiitt  ttoo  tthhee  TTuurrkkss  bbuutt  wweerree  ddeetteerrmmiinneedd  ttoo  mmaaiinnttaaiinn  tthheeiirr  iinnddeeppeennddeennccee..  IItt  

iiss  nnoott  tthhee  ppllaaccee  hheerree  ttoo  rreellaattee  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  hheerrooiicc  ssttrruugggglleess  ooff  tthhiiss  bbrraavvee  

ppeeooppllee  aaggaaiinnsstt  oovveerrwwhheellmmiinngg  ooddddss,,  hhooww  tthhrroouugghh  cceennttuurriieess  ooff  ccoonnttiinnuuaall  wwaarrffaarree,,  

uunnddeerr  tthhee  rruullee  ooff  tthheeiirr  pprriinnccee--bbiisshhooppss,,
88
  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  kkeepptt  aalliivvee  aa  ffrreeee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ssttaattee  

ssttaattee  wwhheenn  aallll  tthheeiirr  bbrreetthhrreenn  ooff  tthhee  ssaammee  rraaccee  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ccoommppeelllleedd  ttoo  ssuubbmmiitt  ttoo  
                                                           
1 Farlati, vol. vii. pp. 127-8. 
2 Mackenzie and Irby, pp. 374-5.     Kanitz, p. 39. 
3 Id. pp. 39-40. 
4 Kanitz, p. 38. 
5 Bizzi, fol. 48, b. 
6 Zmaievich, fol. 182. 
7 Kanitz, p. 38. 
8 Montenegro was ruled by bishops from 1516 to 1852. 
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MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  rruullee..  WWhhiillee  tthhee  vveerryy  bbaassiiss  ooff  tthheeiirr  sseeppaarraattee  eexxiisstteennccee  aass  aa  nnaattiioonn  

wwaass  tthheeiirr  ffiirrmm  aaddhheerreennccee  ttoo  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh  iitt  ccoouulldd  hhaarrddllyy  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  

eexxppeecctteedd  tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  mmaaddee  iittss  wwaayy  aammoonngg  tthheemm,,  bbuutt  iinn  tthhee  

sseevveenntteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  mmaannyy  MMoonntteenneeggrriinnss  iinn  tthhee  ffrroonnttiieerr  ddiissttrriiccttss  bbeeccaammee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  aanndd  ttooookk  sseerrvviiccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  PPaasshhaass..  BBuutt  iinn  11770033,,  

DDaanniieell  PPeettrroovviicchh,,  tthhee  tthheenn  rreeiiggnniinngg  bbiisshhoopp,,  ccaalllleedd  tthhee  ttrriibbeess  ttooggeetthheerr  aanndd  ttoolldd  

tthheemm  tthhaatt  tthhee  oonnllyy  hhooppee  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  ccoouunnttrryy  aanndd  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh  llaayy  iinn  tthhee  ddeessttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  

tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  lliivviinngg  aammoonngg  tthheemm..  AAccccoorrddiinnggllyy,,  oonn  CChhrriissttmmaass  EEvvee,,  aallll  tthhee  

ccoonnvveerrtteedd  MMoonntteenneeggrriinnss  wwhhoo  wwoouulldd  nnoott  ffoorrsswweeaarr  IIssllaamm  aanndd  eemmbbrraaccee  

CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  wweerree  mmaassssaaccrreedd  iinn  ccoolldd  bblloooodd..
11
  

TToo  ppaassss  nnooww  ttoo  BBoossnniiaa  ::——iinn  tthhiiss  ccoouunnttrryy  tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  aanndd  ssoocciiaall  

ccoonnddiittiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee,,  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  ccoonnqquueesstt,,  mmeerriitt  eessppeecciiaall  aatttteennttiioonn..  

TThhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  bbeelloonnggeedd  ttoo  aa  hheerreettiiccaall  CChhrriissttiiaann  sseecctt,,  ccaalllleedd  

BBooggoommiilleess,,  wwhhoo  ffrroomm  tthhee  tthhiirrtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  eexxppoosseedd  ttoo  tthhee  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  

ooff  tthhee  RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliiccss  aanndd  aaggaaiinnsstt  wwhhoomm  PPooppeess  hhaadd  oonn  sseevveerraall  ooccccaassiioonnss  

pprreeaacchheedd  aa  CCrruussaaddee..
22
  IInn  11332255,,  PPooppee  JJoohhnn  XXXXIIII  wwrroottee  tthhuuss  ttoo  tthhee  kkiinngg  ooff  BBoossnniiaa  ::  

::  ""  TToo  oouurr  bbeelloovveedd  ssoonn  aanndd  nnoobblleemmaann,,  SStteepphheenn,,  PPrriinnccee  ooff  BBoossnniiaa,,——kknnoowwiinngg  tthhaatt  

tthhoouu  aarrtt  aa  ffaaiitthhffuull  ssoonn  ooff  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh,,  wwee  tthheerreeffoorree  cchhaarrggee  tthheeee  ttoo  eexxtteerrmmiinnaattee  tthhee  

hheerreettiiccss  iinn  tthhyy  ddoommiinniioonn,,  aanndd  ttoo  rreennddeerr  aaiidd  aanndd  aassssiissttaannccee  ttoo  FFaabbiiaann,,  oouurr  

IInnqquuiissiittoorr,,  ffoorraassmmuucchh  aass  aa  llaarrggee  mmuullttiittuuddee  ooff  hheerreettiiccss  ffrroomm  mmaannyy  aanndd  ddiivveerrss  

ppaarrttss  ccoolllleecctteedd  hhaatthh  fflloowweedd  ttooggeetthheerr  iinnttoo  tthhee  pprriinncciippaalliittyy  ooff  BBoossnniiaa,,  ttrruussttiinngg  tthheerree  

ttoo  ssooww  tthheeiirr  oobbsscceennee  eerrrroorrss  aanndd  ddwweellll  tthheerree  iinn  ssaaffeettyy..  TThheessee  mmeenn,,  iimmbbuueedd  wwiitthh  

tthhee  ccuunnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  OOlldd  FFiieenndd,,  aanndd  aarrmmeedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  vveennoomm  ooff  tthheeiirr  ffaallsseenneessss,,  

ccoorrrruupptt  tthhee  mmiinnddss  ooff  CCaatthhoolliiccss  bbyy  oouuttwwaarrdd  sshhooww  ooff  ssiimmpplliicciittyy  aanndd  tthhee  sshhaamm  

aassssuummppttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaannss;;  tthheeiirr  ssppeeeecchh  ccrraawwlleetthh  lliikkee  aa  ccrraabb,,  aanndd  tthheeyy  

ccrreeeepp  iinn  wwiitthh  hhuummiilliittyy,,  bbuutt  iinn  sseeccrreett  tthheeyy  kkiillll,,  aanndd  aarree  wwoollvveess  iinn  sshheeeepp''ss  ccllootthhiinngg,,  

ccoovveerriinngg  tthheeiirr  bbeessttiiaall  ffuurryy  aass  aa  mmeeaannss  ttoo  ddeecceeiivvee  tthhee  ssiimmppllee  sshheeeepp  ooff  CChhrriisstt..""  IInn  

tthhee  ffiifftteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  tthhee  ssuuffffeerriinnggss  ooff  tthhee  BBooggoommiilleess  bbeeccaammee  ssoo  iinnttoolleerraabbllee  tthhaatt  

tthheeyy  aappppeeaalleedd  ttoo  tthhee  TTuurrkkss  ttoo  ddeelliivveerr  tthheemm  ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  uunnhhaappppyy  ccoonnddiittiioonn,,  ffoorr  tthhee  

kkiinngg  ooff  BBoossnniiaa  aanndd  tthhee  pprriieessttss  wweerree  ppuusshhiinngg  tthhee  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  BBooggoommiilleess  ttoo  

aann  eexxttrreemmee  wwhhiicchh  ppeerrhhaappss  iitt  hhaadd  nneevveerr  rreeaacchheedd  bbeeffoorree;;  aass  mmaannyy  aass  ffoorrttyy  

tthhoouussaanndd  ooff  tthheemm  fflleedd  ffrroomm  BBoossnniiaa  aanndd  ttooookk  rreeffuuggee  iinn  nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  ccoouunnttrriieess;;  

ootthheerrss  wwhhoo  ddiidd  nnoott  ssuucccceeeedd  iinn  mmaakkiinngg  tthheeiirr  eessccaappee,,  wweerree  sseenntt  iinn  cchhaaiinnss  ttoo  RRoommee..  

BBuutt  eevveenn  tthheessee  vviioolleenntt  mmeeaassuurreess  ddiidd  lliittttllee  ttoo  ddiimmiinniisshh  tthhee  ssttrreennggtthh  ooff  tthhee  

BBooggoommiilleess  iinn  BBoossnniiaa,,  aass  iinn  11446622  wwee  aarree  ttoolldd  tthhaatt  hheerreessyy  wwaass  aass  ppoowweerrffuull  aass  eevveerr  

iinn  tthhiiss  ccoouunnttrryy..  TThhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  yyeeaarr,,  wwhheenn  BBoossnniiaa  wwaass  iinnvvaaddeedd  bbyy  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  

IIII,,  tthhee  CCaatthhoolliicc  kkiinngg  ffoouunndd  hhiimmsseellff  ddeesseerrtteedd  bbyy  hhiiss  ssuubbjjeeccttss  ::  tthhee  kkeeyyss  ooff  tthhee  

pprriinncciippaall  ffoorrttrreessss,,  tthhee  rrooyyaall  cciittyy  ooff  BBoobboovvaattzz,,  wweerree  hhaannddeedd  oovveerr  ttoo  tthhee  TTuurrkkss  bbyy  

tthhee  BBooggoommiillee  ggoovveerrnnoorr;;  tthhee  ootthheerr  ffoorrttrreesssseess  aanndd  ttoowwnnss  hhaasstteenneedd  ttoo  ffoollllooww  tthhiiss  

eexxaammppllee,,  aanndd  wwiitthhiinn  aa  wweeeekk  sseevveennttyy  cciittiieess  ppaasssseedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  hhaannddss  ooff  tthhee  SSuullttaann,,  

                                                           
1 E. L. Clark, pp. 362-3. 
2 Honorius III in 1221, Gregory IX in 1238, Innocent IV in 1246, Benedict XII in 1337. The Inquisition was 

established in 1291. 
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aanndd  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  IIII  aaddddeedd  BBoossnniiaa  ttoo  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  hhiiss  nnuummeerroouuss  ccoonnqquueessttss..
11
  

FFrroomm  tthhiiss  ttiimmee  ffoorrtthh  wwee  hheeaarr  bbuutt  lliittttllee  ooff  tthhee  BBooggoommiilleess;;  tthheeyy  sseeeemm  ttoo  

hhaavvee  wwiilllliinnggllyy  eemmbbrraacceedd  IIssllaamm  iinn  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerrss  iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy  aafftteerr  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  

ccoonnqquueesstt,,  aanndd  tthhee  rreesstt  sseeeemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  ggrraadduuaallllyy  ffoolllloowweedd  llaatteerr,,  wwhhiillee  tthhee  BBoossnniiaann  

RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliiccss  eemmiiggrraatteedd  iinnttoo    tthhee  nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  tteerrrriittoorriieess  ooff  HHuunnggaarryy  aanndd  

AAuussttrriiaa..  IItt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ssuuppppoosseedd  bbyy  ssoommee
22
  tthhaatt  aa  llaarrggee  pprrooppoorrttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  BBooggoommiilleess,,  

aatt  lleeaasstt  iinn  tthhee  eeaarrlliieerr  ppeerriioodd  ooff  tthhee  ccoonnqquueesstt,,  eemmbbrraacceedd  IIssllaamm  wwiitthh  tthhee  iinntteennttiioonn  

ooff  rreettuurrnniinngg  ttoo  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh  wwhheenn  aa  ffaavvoouurraabbllee  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  pprreesseenntteedd  iittsseellff;;  aass,,  

bbeeiinngg  ccoonnssttaannttllyy  ppeerrsseeccuutteedd  tthheeyy  mmaayy  hhaavvee  lleeaarrnntt  ttoo  ddeennyy  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh  ffoorr  tthhee  ttiimmee  

bbeeiinngg;;  bbuutt  tthhaatt,,  wwhheenn  tthhiiss  ffaavvoouurraabbllee  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  nneevveerr  aarrrriivveedd,,  tthhiiss  iinntteennttiioonn  

mmuusstt  hhaavvee  ggrraadduuaallllyy  bbeeeenn  lloosstt  ssiigghhtt  ooff  aanndd  aatt  lleennggtthh  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  eennttiirreellyy  ffoorrggootttteenn  

bbyy  tthheeiirr  ddeesscceennddaannttss..  SSuucchh  aa  ssuuppppoossiittiioonn  iiss,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  aa  ppuurree  ccoonnjjeeccttuurree  aanndd  hhaass  

nnoo  ddiirreecctt  eevviiddeennccee  ttoo  ssuuppppoorrtt  iitt..  WWee  mmaayy  rraatthheerr  ffiinndd  tthhee  rreeaassoonn  ffoorr  tthhee  

wwiilllliinnggnneessss  ooff  tthhee  BBooggoommiilleess  ttoo  aallllooww  tthheemmsseellvveess  ttoo  bbee  mmeerrggeedd  iinn  tthhee  ggeenneerraall  

mmaassss  ooff  tthhee  MMuussaallmmaann  bbeelliieevveerrss,,  iinn  tthhee  nnuummeerroouuss  ppooiinnttss  ooff  lliikkeenneessss  bbeettwweeeenn  

tthheeiirr  ppeeccuulliiaarr  bbeelliieeffss  aanndd  tthhee  tteenneettss  ooff  IIssllaamm..TThheeyy  rreejjeecctteedd  tthhee  wwoorrsshhiipp  ooff  tthhee  

VViirrggiinn  MMaarryy,,  tthhee  iinnssttiittuuttiioonn  ooff  BBaappttiissmm  aanndd  eevveerryy  ffoorrmm  ooff  pprriieesstthhoooodd..
33
      TThheeyy  

aabboommiinnaatteedd  tthhee  ccrroossss  aass  aa  rreelliiggiioouuss  ssyymmbbooll,,  aanndd  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  iitt  iiddoollaattrryy  ttoo  bbooww  

ddoowwnn  bbeeffoorree  rreelliiggiioouuss  ppiiccttuurreess  aanndd  tthhee  iimmaaggeess  aanndd  rreelliiccss  ooff  tthhee  ssaaiinnttss..  TThheeiirr  

hhoouusseess  ooff  pprraayyeerr  wweerree  vveerryy  ssiimmppllee  aanndd  uunnaaddoorrnneedd,,  iinn  ccoonnttrraasstt  ttoo  tthhee  ggaauuddiillyy  

ddeeccoorraatteedd  RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliicc  cchhuurrcchheess,,  aanndd  tthheeyy  sshhaarreedd  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ddiisslliikkee  

ooff  bbeellllss,,  wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  ssttyylleedd  ""tthhee  ddeevviill''ss  ttrruummppeettss..""      TThheeyy  bbeelliieevveedd  tthhaatt  CChhrriisstt  wwaass  

nnoott  hhiimmsseellff  ccrruucciiffiieedd  bbuutt  tthhaatt  ssoommee  pphhaannttoomm  wwaass  ssuubbssttiittuutteedd  iinn  hhiiss  ppllaaccee  ::  iinn  tthhiiss  

rreessppeecctt  aaggrreeeeiinngg  ppaarrttiiaallllyy  wwiitthh  tthhee  tteeaacchhiinngg  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''āānn..
44
  TThheeiirr  ccoonnddeemmnnaattiioonn  

ooff  wwiinnee  aanndd  tthhee  ggeenneerraall  aauusstteerriittyy  ooff  tthheeiirr  mmooddee  ooff  lliiffee  aanndd  tthhee  sstteerrnn  sseevveerriittyy  ooff  

tthheeiirr  oouuttwwaarrdd  ddeemmeeaannoouurr  wwoouulldd  sseerrvvee  aass  ffuurrtthheerr  lliinnkkss  ttoo  bbiinndd  tthheemm  ttoo  IIssllaamm,,
55
  ffoorr  

iitt  wwaass  ssaaiidd  ooff  tthheemm::  ""  YYoouu  wwiillll  sseeee  hheerreettiiccss  qquuiieett  aanndd  ppeeaacceeffuull  aass  llaammbbss  wwiitthhoouutt,,  

ssiilleenntt,,  aanndd  wwaann  wwiitthh  hhyyppooccrriittiiccaall  ffaassttiinngg,,  wwhhoo  ddoo  nnoott  ssppeeaakk  mmuucchh  nnoorr  llaauugghh  lloouudd,,  

wwhhoo  lleett  tthheeiirr  bbeeaarrdd  ggrrooww,,  aanndd  lleeaavvee  tthheeiirr  ppeerrssoonn  iinnccoommpptt..""
66
  TThheeyy  pprraayyeedd  ffiivvee  

ttiimmeess  aa  ddaayy  aanndd  ffiivvee  ttiimmeess  aa  nniigghhtt,,  rreeppeeaattiinngg  tthhee  LLoorrdd''ss  PPrraayyeerr  wwiitthh  ffrreeqquueenntt  

kknneeeelliinnggss,,
77
  aanndd  wwoouulldd  tthhuuss  ffiinndd  iitt  vveerryy  lliittttllee  cchhaannggee  ttoo  jjooiinn  iinn  tthhee  sseerrvviicceess  ooff  tthhee  

mmoossqquuee..  II  hhaavvee  bbrroouugghhtt  ttooggeetthheerr  hheerree  tthhee  mmaannyy  ppooiinnttss  ooff  lliikkeenneessss  ttoo  tthhee  

tteeaacchhiinnggss  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  wwhhiicchh  wwee  ffiinndd  iinn  tthhiiss  BBooggoommiilliiaann  hheerreessyy,,  bbuutt  tthheerree  wweerree,,  ooff  

ccoouurrssee,,  ssoommee  ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  aa  ddiissttiinnccttllyy  CChhrriissttiiaann  cchhaarraacctteerr  wwhhiicchh  aann  oorrtthhooddooxx  

                                                           
1 Asboth, pp. 42-95.    Evans, pp. xxxvi-xlii. 
2 Asboth, pp. 96-7. 
3 " They revile the ceremonies of the church and all church dignitaries, and they call orthodox priests blind 

Pharisees, and bay at them as dogs at horses.    As to the Lord's Supper, they assert that it is not kept according to 

God's commandment, and that it is not the body of God, but ordinary bread."    (Kosmas, quoted by Evans, pp. 

xxx-xxxi.) 
4 Sūrah iv. 156. 
5 Cf. the admiration of the Turks for Charles XII of Sweden. " Son opiniâtreté à s'abstenir du vin, et sa régularité 

à assister deux fois par jour aux prières publiques, leur fesaient dire: C'est un vrai musulman." (Œuvres de 

Voltaire, tome 23, p. 200.) (Paris, 1785.) 
6
Kosmas, quoted by Evans, p. xxxi.  

7 Asboth, p. 36.    Wetzer und Welte, vol. ii. p. 975. 
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MMuusslliimm  ccoouulldd  nnoott  hhoolldd;;  ssttiillll,,  wwiitthh  ssoo  mmuucchh  iinn  ccoommmmoonn,,  iitt  ccaann  eeaassiillyy  bbee  

uunnddeerrssttoooodd  hhooww  tthhee  BBooggoommiilleess  mmaayy  ggrraadduuaallllyy  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ppeerrssuuaaddeedd  ttoo  ggiivvee  uupp  

tthhoossee  ddooccttrriinneess  tthhaatt  wweerree  rreeppuuggnnaanntt  ttoo  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ffaaiitthh..  TThheeiirr  MMaanniicchh?? aann  

dduuaalliissmm  wwaass  eeqquuaallllyy  iirrrreeccoonncciillaabbllee  wwiitthh  MMuusslliimm  tthheeoollooggyy,,  bbuutt  IIssllaamm  hhaass  aallwwaayyss  

sshhoowwnn  iittsseellff  ttoolleerraanntt  ooff  ssuucchh  tthheeoollooggiiccaall  ssppeeccuullaattiioonnss  pprroovviiddeedd  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  ddiidd  nnoott  

iissssuuee  iinn  aa  sscchhiissmm  aanndd  tthhaatt  aa  ggeenneerraall  aasssseenntt  aanndd  ccoonnsseenntt  wweerree  ggiivveenn  ttoo  tthhee  mmaaiinn  

pprriinncciipplleess  ooff  iittss  tthheeoorryy  aanndd  pprraaccttiiccee..  

TThhee  TTuurrkkss,,  aass  wwaass  tthheeiirr  uussuuaall  ccuussttoomm,,  ooffffeerreedd  eevveerryy  aaddvvaannttaaggee  ttoo  iinndduuccee  

tthhee  BBoossnniiaannss  ttoo  aacccceepptt  tthheeiirr  ccrreeeedd..  AAllll  wwhhoo  eemmbbrraacceedd  IIssllaamm  wweerree  aalllloowweedd  ttoo  

rreettaaiinn  tthheeiirr  llaannddss  aanndd  ppoosssseessssiioonnss,,  aanndd  tthheeiirr  ffiieeffss  wweerree  eexxeemmpptt  ffrroomm  aallll  ttaaxxaattiioonn,,
11
  

aanndd  iitt  iiss  pprroobbaabbllee  tthhaatt  mmaannyy  rriigghhttffuull  hheeiirrss  ooff  aanncciieenntt  hhoouusseess  wwhhoo  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  

ddiissppoosssseesssseedd  ffoorr  hheerreettiiccaall  ooppiinniioonnss  bbyy  tthhee  CCaatthhoolliicc  ffaaccttiioonn  aammoonngg  tthhee  nnoobbiilliittyy,,  

nnooww  eemmbbrraacceedd  tthhee  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ooff  rreeggaaiinniinngg  tthheeiirr  oolldd  ppoossiittiioonn  bbyy  ssuubbmmiissssiioonn  ttoo  

tthhee  ddoommiinnaanntt  ccrreeeedd..  TThhee  BBoossnniiaann  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  rreettaaiinneedd  tthheeiirr  nnaattiioonnaalliittyy  aanndd  

ssttiillll  ffoorr  tthhee  mmoosstt  ppaarrtt  bbeeaarr  SSeerrbb  nnaammeess  aanndd  ssppeeaakk  oonnllyy  tthheeiirr  nnaattiioonnaall  ttoonngguuee;;
22
  aatt  

tthhee  ssaammee  ttiimmee  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  aallwwaayyss  eevviinncceedd  aa  lliivveellyy  zzeeaall  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  nneeww  ffaaiitthh,,  aanndd  bbyy  

tthheeiirr  mmiilliittaarryy  pprroowweessss,,  tthheeiirr  ddeevvoottiioonn  ttoo  IIssllaamm  aanndd  tthhee  ppoowweerrffuull  iinnfflluueennccee  tthheeyy  

eexxeerrcciisseedd,,  tthhee  BBoossnniiaann  nnoobbiilliittyy  rraappiiddllyy  rroossee  iinnttoo  hhiigghh  ffaavvoouurr  iinn  CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee  

aanndd  mmaannyy  wweerree  eennttrruusstteedd  wwiitthh  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ooffffiicceess  ooff  ssttaattee,,  ee..  gg..  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  yyeeaarrss  

11554444  aanndd  11661111  nniinnee  ssttaatteessmmeenn  ooff  BBoossnniiaann  oorriiggiinn  ffiilllleedd  tthhee  ppoosstt  ooff  GGrraanndd  VViizziieerr..  

TThhee  llaatteesstt  tteerrrriittoorriiaall  aaccqquuiissiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  OOttttoommaann  ccoonnqquueessttss  wwaass  tthhee  iissllaanndd  

ooff  CCrreettee,,  wwhhiicchh  iinn  11666699  wwaass  wwrreesstteedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  hhaannddss  ooff  tthhee  VVeenneettiiaann  RReeppuubblliicc  

bbyy  tthhee  ccaappttuurree  ooff  tthhee  cciittyy  ooff  CCaannddiiaa  aafftteerr  aa  lloonngg  aanndd  ddeessppeerraattee  ssiieeggee  ooff  nneeaarrllyy  

tthhrreeee  yyeeaarrss,,  wwhhiicchh  cclloosseedd  aa  ssttrruuggggllee  ooff  ttwweennttyy--ffiivvee  yyeeaarrss  bbeettwweeeenn  tthheessee  rriivvaall  

ppoowweerrss  ffoorr  tthhee  ppoosssseessssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  iissllaanndd..  

TThhiiss  wwaass  nnoott  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ttiimmee  tthhaatt  CCrreettee  hhaadd  ccoommee  uunnddeerr  MMuusslliimm  rruullee..  EEaarrllyy  

iinn  tthhee  nniinntthh  cceennttuurryy  tthhee  iissllaanndd  wwaass  ssuuddddeennllyy  sseeiizzeedd  bbyy  aa  bbaanndd  ooff  SSaarraacceenn  

aaddvveennttuurreerrss  ffrroomm  SSppaaiinn,,  aanndd  iitt  rreemmaaiinneedd  iinn  tthheeiirr  ppoowweerr  ffoorr  nneeaarrllyy  aa  cceennttuurryy  aanndd  

aa  hhaallff  ((AA..DD..  882255--996611))..
33
  DDuurriinngg  tthhiiss  ppeerriioodd  wweellll  nniigghh  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

tthhee  iissllaanndd  hhaadd  bbeeccoommee  MMuusslliimm,,  aanndd  tthhee  cchhuurrcchheess  hhaadd  eeiitthheerr  ffaalllleenn  iinnttoo  rruuiinnss  oorr  

bbeeeenn  ttuurrnneedd  iinnttoo  mmoossqquueess;;  bbuutt  wwhheenn  tthhee  aauutthhoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  BByyzzaannttiinnee  eemmppiirree  wwaass  

oonnccee  rree--eessttaabblliisshheedd  hheerree,,  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  wweerree  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  aaggaaiinn  ttoo  tthheeiirr  aanncciieenntt  ffaaiitthh  

tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  sskkiillffuull  pprreeaacchhiinngg  ooff  aann  AArrmmeenniiaann  mmoonnkk,,  aanndd  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  rreelliiggiioonn  

bbeeccaammee  tthhee  oonnllyy  oonnee  pprrooffeesssseedd  oonn  tthhee  iissllaanndd..
44
  IInn  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  tthhiirrtteeeenntthh  

cceennttuurryy,,  tthhee  VVeenneettiiaannss  ppuurrcchhaasseedd  tthhee  iissllaanndd  ffrroomm  BBoonniiffaaccee,,  DDuukkee  ooff  MMoonnttsseerrrraatt,,  

ttoo  wwhhoossee  lloott  iitt  hhaadd  ffaalllleenn  aafftteerr  tthhee  ppaarrttiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  BByyzzaannttiinnee  eemmppiirree,,  aanndd  tthheeyy  

rruulleedd  iitt  wwiitthh  aa  hheeaavvyy  hhaanndd,,  aappppaarreennttllyy  llooookkiinngg  uuppoonn  iitt  oonnllyy  iinn  tthhee  lliigghhtt  ooff  aa  

ppuurrcchhaassee  tthhaatt  wwaass  ttoo  bbee  eexxppllooiitteedd  ffoorr  tthhee  bbeenneeffiitt  ooff  tthhee  hhoommee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  aanndd  iittss  

ccoolloonniissttss..  TThheeiirr  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn  wwaass  ssoo  oopppprreessssiivvee  aanndd  ttyyrraannnniiccaall  aass  ttoo  eexxcciittee  

                                                           
1 Olivier, pp. 17-8. 
2 Olivier, p. 113. 
3 Amari, vol. i. p. 163;  vol. ii. p. 260. 

 
4 Cornaro, vol. i. pp. 205-8. 
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sseevveerraall  rreevvoollttss,,  wwhhiicchh  wweerree  ccrruusshheedd  wwiitthh  ppiittiilleessss  sseevveerriittyy;;  oonn  oonnee  ooff  tthheessee  

ooccccaassiioonnss  wwhhoollee  ccaannttoonnss  iinn  tthhee  pprroovviinncceess  ooff  SSffaakkiiaa  aanndd  LLaassssiittii  wweerree  

ddeeppooppuullaatteedd,,  aanndd  iitt  wwaass  ffoorrbbiiddddeenn  uunnddeerr  ppaaiinn  ooff  ddeeaatthh  ttoo  ssooww  aannyy  ccoorrnn  tthheerree,,  ssoo  

tthhaatt  tthheessee  ddiissttrriiccttss  rreemmaaiinneedd  bbaarrrreenn  aanndd  uunnccuullttiivvaatteedd  ffoorr  nneeaarrllyy  aa  cceennttuurryy..
11
  TThhee  

tteerrrriiffiicc  ccrruueellttyy  wwiitthh  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  VVeenneettiiaann  sseennaattee  ssuupppprreesssseedd  tthhee  llaasstt  ooff  tthheessee  

aatttteemmppttss  aatt  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  ssiixxtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  aaddddeedd  aa  ccrroowwnniinngg  hhoorrrroorr  ttoo  tthhee  

mmiisseerraabbllee  ccoonnddiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  uunnhhaappppyy  CCrreettaannss..  HHooww  tteerrrriibbllee  wwaass  tthheeiirr  lloott  aatt  tthhiiss  

ttiimmee  wwee  lleeaarrnn  ffrroomm  tthhee  rreeppoorrttss  ooff  tthhee  ccoommmmiissssiioonneerrss  sseenntt  bbyy  tthhee  VVeenneettiiaann  sseennaattee  

iinn  tthhee  llaatttteerr  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  ssaammee  cceennttuurryy,,  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  iinnqquuiirree  iinnttoo  tthhee  ccoonnddiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

iissllaannddeerrss..  TThhee  ppeeaassaannttss  wweerree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  bbee  ccrruusshheedd  ddoowwnn  bbyy  tthhee  ccrruueelleesstt  oopppprreessssiioonn  

aanndd  ttyyrraannnnyy  oonn  tthhee  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  VVeenneettiiaann  nnoobblleess,,  tthheeiirr  ffeeuuddaall  lloorrddss,,  bbeeiinngg  rreedduucceedd  

ttoo  aa  wwoorrssee  ccoonnddiittiioonn  tthhaann  tthhaatt  ooff  ssllaavveess,,  ssoo  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  nneevveerr  ddaarreedd  eevveenn  ttoo  

ccoommppllaaiinn  ooff  aannyy  iinnjjuussttiiccee..  EEaacchh  ppeeaassaanntt  hhaadd  ttoo  ddoo  ttwweellvvee  ddaayyss''  ffoorrcceedd  llaabboouurr  ffoorr  

hhiiss  ffeeuuddaall  lloorrdd  eevveerryy  yyeeaarr  wwiitthhoouutt  ppaayymmeenntt,,  aanndd  ccoouulldd  tthheenn  bbee  ccoommppeelllleedd  ttoo  ggoo  

oonn  wwoorrkkiinngg  ffoorr  aass  lloonngg  aass  hhiiss  lloorrdd  rreeqquuiirreedd  hhiiss  sseerrvviicceess  aatt  tthhee  nnoommiinnaall  rraattee  ooff  aa  

ppeennnnyy  aa  ddaayy;;  hhiiss  vviinneeyyaarrddss  wweerree  mmuullcctteedd  iinn  aa  ffuullll  tthhiirrdd  ooff  tthheeiirr  pprroodduuccee,,  bbuutt  

ffrraauudd  aanndd  ffoorrccee  ccoommbbiinneedd  ggeenneerraallllyy  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  iinn  aapppprroopprriiaattiinngg  aass  mmuucchh  aass  ttwwoo--

tthhiirrddss;;  hhiiss  ooxxeenn  aanndd  mmuulleess  ccoouulldd  bbee  sseeiizzeedd  ffoorr  tthhee  sseerrvviiccee  ooff  tthhee  lloorrdd,,  wwhhoo  hhaadd  aa  

tthhoouussaanndd  ootthheerr  ddeevviicceess  ffoorr  ssqquueeeezziinngg  tthhee  uunnffoorrttuunnaattee  ppeeaassaanntt..
22
  TThhee  pprrootteessttss  ooff  

tthheessee  ccoommmmiissssiioonneerrss  pprroovveedd  iinneeffffeeccttuuaall  ttoo  iinndduuccee  tthhee  VVeenneettiiaann  sseennaattee  ttoo  

aalllleevviiaattee  tthhee  uunnhhaappppyy  ccoonnddiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  CCrreettaannss  aanndd  ppuutt  aa  ssttoopp  ttoo  tthhee  ccrruueellttyy  aanndd  

ttyyrraannnnyy  ooff  tthhee  nnoobblleess  ::  iitt  pprreeffeerrrreedd  ttoo  lliisstteenn  ttoo  tthhee  aaddvviiccee  ooff  FFrraa  PPaaoolloo  SSaarrppii  wwhhoo  

iinn  11661155  tthhuuss  aaddddrreesssseedd  tthhee  RReeppuubblliicc  oonn  tthhee  ssuubbjjeecctt  ooff  iittss  GGrreeeekk  ccoolloonniieess  ::  ""  IIff  

tthhee  ggeennttlleemmeenn  ooff  tthheessee  CCoolloonniieess  ddoo  ttyyrraannnniizzee  oovveerr  tthhee  vviillllaaggeess  ooff  tthheeiirr  

ddoommiinniioonn,,  tthhee  bbeesstt  wwaayy  iiss  nnoott  ttoo  sseeeemm  ttoo  sseeee  iitt,,  tthhaatt  tthheerree  mmaayy  bbee  nnoo  kkiinnddnneessss  

bbeettwweeeenn  tthheemm  aanndd  tthheeiirr  ssuubbjjeeccttss..""
33
  

IItt  iiss  nnoott  ssuurrpprriissiinngg  ttoo  lleeaarrnn  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssaammee  ssoouurrcceess  tthhaatt  tthhee  CCrreettaannss  lloonnggeedd  

ffoorr  aa  cchhaannggee  ooff  rruulleerrss,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  ""  tthheeyy  wwoouulldd  nnoott  mmuucchh  ssttiicckk  aatt  ssuubbmmiittttiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  

TTuurrkk,,  hhaavviinngg  tthhee  eexxaammppllee  ooff  aallll  tthhee  rreesstt  ooff  tthheeiirr  nnaattiioonn  bbeeffoorree  tthheeiirr  eeyyeess..""  

IInnddeeeedd,,  mmaannyy  aatt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee  fflleedd  iinnttoo  TTuurrkkeeyy  ttoo  eessccaappee  tthhee  iinnttoolleerraabbllee  bbuurrddeenn  ooff  

ttaaxxaattiioonn,,  ffoolllloowwiinngg  iinn  tthhee  ffoooottsstteeppss  ooff  ccoouunnttlleessss  ootthheerrss,,  wwhhoo  ffrroomm  ttiimmee  ttoo  ttiimmee  

hhaadd  ttaakkeenn  rreeffuuggee  tthheerree..
44
  LLaarrggee  nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  tthheemm  aallssoo  eemmiiggrraatteedd  ttoo  EEggyypptt,,  wwhheerree  

mmaannyy  eemmbbrraacceedd  IIssllaamm..
55
  EEssppeecciiaallllyy  ggaalllliinngg  ttoo  tthhee  CCrreettaannss  wweerree  tthhee  eexxaaccttiioonnss  ooff  

tthhee  LLaattiinn  cclleerrggyy  wwhhoo  aapppprroopprriiaatteedd  tthhee  eennddoowwmmeennttss  tthhaatt  bbeelloonnggeedd  ooff  rriigghhtt  ttoo  tthhee  

GGrreeeekk  eecccclleessiiaassttiiccss,,  aanndd  ddiidd  eevveerryytthhiinngg  tthheeyy  ccoouulldd  ttoo  iinnssuulltt  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ooff  tthhee  

GGrreeeekk  rriittee,,  wwhhoo  ccoonnssttiittuutteedd  nniinnee--tteenntthhss  ooff  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  iissllaanndd..
66
  TThhee  

TTuurrkkss,,  oonn  tthhee  ootthheerr  hhaanndd,,  ccoonncciilliiaatteedd  tthheeiirr  ggoooodd--wwiillll  bbyy  rreessttoorriinngg  tthhee  GGrreeeekk  

hhiieerraarrcchhyy..  TThhiiss,,  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  aa  VVeenneettiiaann  wwrriitteerr,,  wwaass  bbrroouugghhtt  aabboouutt  iinn  tthhee  

                                                           
1 Perrot, p. 151. 
2 Pashley, vol. i. p. 30; vol. ii. pp. 284, 291-2. 
3 Id. vol. ii. p. 298. 
4 Pashley, vol. ii. p. 285. 
5 Id. vol. i. p. 319. 
6 Perrot, p. 151. 
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ffoolllloowwiinngg  mmaannnneerr  ::  ""  AA  cceerrttaaiinn  ppaappaass  oorr  pprriieesstt  ooff  CCaanneeaa  wweenntt  ttoo  CCuusssseeiimm  tthhee  

TTuurrkkiisshh  ggeenneerraall,,  aanndd  ttoolldd  hhiimm  tthhaatt  iiff  hhee  ddeessiirreedd  ttoo  ggaaiinn  tthhee  ggoooodd--wwiillll  ooff  tthhee  

CCrreettaann  ppeeooppllee,,  aanndd  bbrriinngg  ddeetteessttaattiioonn  uuppoonn  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  VVeenniiccee,,  iitt  wwaass  nneecceessssaarryy  

ffoorr  hhiimm  ttoo  bbeeaarr  iinn  mmiinndd  tthhaatt  tthhee  ssttaauunncchheesstt  ooff  tthhee  lliinnkkss  wwhhiicchh  kkeeeepp  cciivviilliisseedd  

ssoocciieettyy  ffrroomm  ffaalllliinngg  aassuunnddeerr  iiss  rreelliiggiioonn..  IItt  wwoouulldd  bbee  nneeeeddffuull  ffoorr  hhiimm  ttoo  aacctt  iinn  aa  

wwaayy  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ffrroomm  tthhee  lliinnee  ffoolllloowweedd  bbyy  tthhee  VVeenneettiiaannss..  TThheessee  ddiidd  tthheeiirr  uuttmmoosstt  ttoo  

rroooott  oouutt  tthhee  GGrreeeekk  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  eessttaabblliisshh  tthhaatt  ooff  RRoommee  iinn  iittss  ppllaaccee,,  wwiitthh  wwhhiicchh  

iinntteerreesstt  tthheeyy  hhaadd  mmaaddee  aann  iinnjjuunnccttiioonn  tthhaatt  tthheerree  sshhoouulldd  bbee  nnoo  GGrreeeekk  bbiisshhooppss  iinn  tthhee  

iissllaanndd..  BByy  tthhuuss  rreemmoovviinngg  tthheessee  vveenneerraatteedd  aanndd  aauutthhoorriittaattiivvee  sshheepphheerrddss,,  tthheeyy  

tthhoouugghhtt  tthhee  mmoorree  eeaassiillyy  ttoo  ggaaiinn  ccoonnttrrooll  oovveerr  tthhee  ssccaatttteerreedd  fflloocckkss..  TThhiiss  

pprroohhiibbiittiioonn  hhaadd  ccaauusseedd  ssuucchh  ddiissttrreessss  iinn  tthhee  mmiinnddss  ooff  tthhee  CCrreettaannss  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  wweerree  

rreeaaddyy  ttoo  wweellccoommee  wwiitthh  jjooyy  aanndd  oobbeeddiieennccee  aannyy  ssoovveerreeiiggnnttyy  tthhaatt  wwoouulldd  lleenndd  iittss  

wwiillll  ttoo  tthhee  rree--iinnssttiittuuttiioonn  ooff  tthhiiss  oorrddeerr  iinn  tthheeiirr  hhiieerraarrcchhyy——aann  oorrddeerr  ssoo  eesssseennttiiaall  ffoorr  

tthhee  pprrooppeerr  eexxeerrcciissee  ooff  tthheeiirr  ddiivviinnee  wwoorrsshhiipp..  HHee  aaddddeedd,,  tthhaatt  iitt  wwoouulldd  bbee  aa  ffuurrtthheerr  

mmeeaannss  ooff  ccoonncciilliiaattiinngg  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  iiff  tthheeyy  wweerree  aassssuurreedd  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  wwoouulldd  nnoott  oonnllyy  

bbee  ccoonnffiirrmmeedd  iinn  tthhee  oolldd  pprriivviilleeggeess  ooff  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn,,  bbuutt  tthhaatt  nneeww  pprriivviilleeggeess  

wwoouulldd  bbee  ggrraanntteedd  tthheemm..  TThheessee  aarrgguummeennttss  sseeeemmeedd  ttoo  CCuusssseeiimm  ssoo  ppllaauussiibbllee  tthhaatt  

hhee  wwrroottee  aatt  oonnccee  ttoo  CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee  wwiitthh  aa  ssttaatteemmeenntt  ooff  tthheemm..  HHeerree  tthheeyy  wweerree  

aapppprroovveedd,,  aanndd  tthhee  GGrreeeekk  PPaattrriiaarrcchh  wwaass  bbiiddddeenn  ttoo  iinnssttiittuuttee  aann  aarrcchhbbiisshhoopp  wwhhoo  

sshhoouulldd  bbee  mmeettrrooppoollee  ooff  tthhee  PPrroovviinnccee  ooff  CCaannddiiaa..  UUnnddeerr  tthhee  mmeettrrooppoolliittaann  sseevveenn  

ootthheerr  bbiisshhooppss  wweerree  aallssoo  ttoo  bbee  nnoommiinnaatteedd..""
11
      

TThhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  ccoonnqquueesstt  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  vveerryy  rraappiiddllyy  ffoolllloowweedd  bbyy  tthhee  

ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  CCrreettaannss  ttoo  IIssllaamm..  IItt  iiss  nnoott  iimmpprroobbaabbllee  tthhaatt  tthhee  

ssaammee  ppaattrriioottiissmm  aass  mmaaddee  tthheemm  cclliinngg  ttoo  tthheeiirr  oolldd  ffaaiitthh  uunnddeerr  tthhee  ffoorreeiiggnn  

ddoommiinnaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  VVeenneettiiaannss  wwhhoo  kkeepptt  tthheemm  aatt  aarrmm''ss  lleennggtthh  aanndd  rreeggaarrddeedd  aannyy  

aatttteemmpptt  aatt  aassssiimmiillaattiioonn  aass  aann  uunnppaarrddoonnaabbllee  iinnddiiggnniittyy,,
22
  aanndd  aallwwaayyss  ttrriieedd  ttoo  

iimmpprreessss  oonn  tthheeiirr  ssuubbjjeeccttss  aa  sseennssee  ooff  tthheeiirr  iinnffeerriioorriittyy——mmaayy  hhaavvee  lleedd  tthheemm  ttoo  

aacccceepptt  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  tthheeiirr  nneeww  mmaasstteerrss,,  wwhhiicchh  aatt  oonnccee  rraaiisseedd  tthheemm  ffrroomm  tthhee  

ppoossiittiioonn  ooff  ssuubbjjeeccttss  ttoo  tthhaatt  ooff  eeqquuaallss  aanndd  ggaavvee  tthheemm  aa  sshhaarree  iinn  tthhee  ppoolliittiiccaall  lliiffee  

aanndd  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ooff  tthheeiirr  ccoouunnttrryy..  WWhhaatteevveerr  mmaayy  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  tthhee  ccaauusseess  ooff  tthhee  

wwiiddeesspprreeaadd  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  CCrreettaannss,,  iitt  sseeeemmss  aallmmoosstt  iinnccrreeddiibbllee  tthhaatt  vviioolleennccee  

sshhoouulldd  hhaavvee  cchhaannggeedd  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  aa  ppeeooppllee  wwhhoo  hhaadd  ffoorr  cceennttuurriieess  bbeeffoorree  cclluunngg  

ffiirrmmllyy  ttoo  tthheeiirr  oolldd  ffaaiitthh  ddeessppiittee  tthhee  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  ooff  aa  hhoossttiillee  aanndd  aa  ffoorreeiiggnn  ccrreeeedd..  

WWhhaatteevveerr  mmaayy  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  tthhee  mmeeaannss  bbyy  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  rraannkkss  ooff  IIssllaamm  wweerree  ffiilllleedd,,  

tthhiirrttyy  yyeeaarrss  aafftteerr  tthhee  ccoonnqquueesstt  wwee  aarree  ttoolldd  tthhaatt  tthhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  wweerree  

rreenneeggaaddeess  oorr  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  ooff  rreenneeggaaddeess,,
33
  aanndd  iinn  lliittttllee  mmoorree  tthhaann  aa  cceennttuurryy  hhaallff  tthhee  

ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  CCrreettee  hhaadd  bbeeccoommee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann..  FFrroomm  oonnee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  iissllaanndd  ttoo  

tthhee  ootthheerr,,  nnoott  oonnllyy  iinn  tthhee  ttoowwnnss  bbuutt  aallssoo  iinn  tthhee  vviillllaaggeess,,  iinn  tthhee  iinnllaanndd  ddiissttrriiccttss  aanndd  

iinn  tthhee  vveerryy  hheeaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  mmoouunnttaaiinnss,,  wweerree  ((aanndd  aarree  ssttiillll))  ffoouunndd  CCrreettaann  MMuusslliimmss  

wwhhoo  iinn  ffiigguurree,,  hhaabbiittss  aanndd  ssppeeeecchh  aarree  tthhoorroouugghhllyy  GGrreeeekk..  TThheerree  nneevveerr  hhaass  bbeeeenn,,  

                                                           
1 Charles Edwardes : Letters from Crete, pp. 90-2.    (London, 1887.) 
2 Pashley, vol. ii. pp. 151-2.               
3 Id. vol. i. p. 9. 
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aanndd  ttoo  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddaayy  tthheerree  iiss  nnoott,,  aannyy  ootthheerr  llaanngguuaaggee  ssppookkeenn  oonn  tthhee  iissllaanndd  ooff  

CCrreettee  eexxcceepptt  GGrreeeekk;;  eevveenn  tthhee  ffeeww  TTuurrkkss  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  hheerree  hhaadd  ttoo  aaddoopptt  tthhee  

llaanngguuaaggee  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  aanndd  aallll  tthhee  ffiirrmmaannss  ooff  tthhee  PPoorrttee  aanndd  ddeeccrreeeess  ooff  tthhee  

PPaasshhaass  wweerree  rreeaadd  aanndd  ppuubblliisshheedd  iinn  GGrreeeekk..
11
  TThhee  bbiitttteerr  ffeeeelliinnggss  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaannss  aanndd  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ooff  CCrreettee  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  mmaaddee  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhiiss  iissllaanndd  

dduurriinngg  tthhee  nniinneetteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  ssoo  ssaadd  aa  oonnee,,  wwaass  bbyy  nnoo  mmeeaannss  ssoo  vviirruulleenntt  bbeeffoorree  

tthhee  oouuttbbrreeaakk  ooff  tthhee  GGrreeeekk  rreevvoolluuttiioonn,,  iinn  ddaayyss  wwhheenn  tthhee  CCrreettaann  MMuusslliimmss  wweerree  

vveerryy  ggeenneerraallllyy  iinn  tthhee  hhaabbiitt  ooff  ttaakkiinngg  aass  tthheeiirr  wwiivveess  CChhrriissttiiaann  mmaaiiddeennss,,  tthhee  

cchhiillddrreenn  ooff  tthheeiirr  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffrriieennddss..
22
  TThhee  ssoocciiaall  ccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  ttwwoo  

ccoommmmuunniittiieess  wwaass  ffuurrtthheerr  ssiiggnniiffiieedd  bbyy  tthheeiirr  ccoommmmoonn  ddrreessss,,  aass  tthhee  CCrreettaannss  ooff  bbootthh  

ccrreeeeddss  ddrreesssseedd  ssoo  mmuucchh  aalliikkee  tthhaatt  tthhee  ddiissttiinnccttiioonn  wwaass  oofftteenn  nnoott  eevveenn  rreeccooggnniisseedd  

bbyy  rreessiiddeennttss  ooff  lloonngg  ssttaannddiinngg  oorr  bbyy  GGrreeeekkss  ooff  tthhee  nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  iissllaannddss..
33
  

RReecceenntt  ppoolliittiiccaall  eevveennttss  hhaavvee  bbrroouugghhtt  aabboouutt  aa  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  ddiimmiinnuuttiioonn  iinn  

tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  CCrreettee..  IInn  11888811  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  iinn  

tthhee  iissllaanndd  wwaass  7733,,223344;;  iinn  11990099,,  iinn  ccoonnsseeqquueennccee  ooff  ccoonnttiinnuuaall  eemmiiggrraattiioonnss,,  iitt  hhaadd  

bbeeeenn  rreedduucceedd  ttoo  3333,,449966..
44
      

                                                           
1 Perrot, p. 159.                                  
2 Pashley, vol. i. pp. 10, 195. 
3 T. A. B. Spratt:   Travels and Researches in Crete, vol. i. p. 47. (London, 1865.)    
4 R. du M. M. vii. p. 99. 
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CCHHAAPPTTEERR    VVIIII..  

  

TTHHEE  SSPPRREEAADD  OOFF  IISSLLAAMM  IINN  PPEERRSSIIAA  AANNDD  CCEENNTTRRAALL  AASSIIAA..  

  

IInn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  ffoollllooww  tthhee  ccoouurrssee  ooff  tthhee  sspprreeaadd  ooff  IIssllaamm  wweessttwwaarrdd  iinnttoo  CCeennttrraall  

AAssiiaa,,  wwee  mmuusstt  rreettrraaccee  oouurr  sstteeppss  ttoo  tthhee  ppeerriioodd  ooff  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  AArraabb  ccoonnqquueessttss..  BByy  tthhee  

mmiiddddllee  ooff  tthhee  sseevveenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  ddyynnaassttyy  ooff  tthhee  SSāāssāānniiddss  hhaadd  ffaalllleenn,,  aanndd  

tthhee  vvaasstt  eemmppiirree  ooff  PPeerrssiiaa  tthhaatt  ffoorr  ffoouurr  cceennttuurriieess  hhaadd  wwiitthhssttoooodd  tthhee  mmiigghhtt  ooff  

RRoommee  aanndd  BByyzzaannttiiuumm,,  nnooww  bbeeccaammee  tthhee  hheerriittaaggee  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss..  WWhheenn  tthhee  

aarrmmiieess  ooff  tthhee  ssttaattee  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  rroouutteedd,,  tthhee  mmaassss  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooffffeerreedd  lliittttllee  

rreessiissttaannccee;;  tthhee  rreeiiggnnss  ooff  tthhee  llaasstt  rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess  ooff  tthhee  SSāāssāānniidd  ddyynnaassttyy  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  

mmaarrkkeedd  bbyy  tteerrrriibbllee  aannaarrcchhyy,,  aanndd  tthhee  ssyymmppaatthhiieess  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ffuurrtthheerr  

aalliieennaatteedd  ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  rruulleerrss  oonn  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  tthhee  ssuuppppoorrtt  tthheeyy  ggaavvee  ttoo  tthhee  ppeerrsseeccuuttiinngg  

ppoolliiccyy  ooff  tthhee  ssttaattee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  ZZoorrooaassttrriiaanniissmm..  TThhee  ZZoorrooaassttrriiaann  pprriieessttss  hhaadd  

aaccqquuiirreedd  aann  eennoorrmmoouuss  iinnfflluueennccee  iinn  tthhee  ssttaattee;;  tthheeyy  wweerree  wweellll--nniigghh  aallll--ppoowweerrffuull  iinn  

tthhee  ccoouunncciillss  ooff  tthhee  kkiinngg  aanndd  aarrrrooggaatteedd  ttoo  tthheemmsseellvveess  aa  vveerryy  llaarrggee  sshhaarree  iinn  tthhee  

cciivviill  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn..  TThheeyy  ttooookk  aaddvvaannttaaggee  ooff  tthheeiirr  ppoossiittiioonn  ttoo  ppeerrsseeccuuttee  aallll  tthhoossee  

rreelliiggiioouuss  bbooddiieess——((aanndd  tthheeyy  wweerree  mmaannyy))——tthhaatt  ddiisssseenntteedd  ffrroomm  tthheemm..  BBeessiiddeess  tthhee  

nnuummeerroouuss  aaddhheerreennttss  ooff  oollddeerr  ffoorrmmss  ooff  tthhee  PPeerrssiiaann  rreelliiggiioonn,,  tthheerree  wweerree  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  

JJeewwss,,  SSaabb?? aannss  aanndd  nnuummeerroouuss  sseeccttss  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  ssppeeccuullaattiioonnss  ooff  GGnnoossttiiccss,,  

MMaanniicchh?? aannss  aanndd  BBuuddddhhiissttss  ffoouunndd  eexxpprreessssiioonn..  IInn  aallll  ooff  tthheessee,,  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  hhaadd  

ssttiirrrreedd  uupp  ffeeeelliinnggss  ooff  bbiitttteerr  hhaattrreedd  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  eessttaabblliisshheedd  rreelliiggiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  

ddyynnaassttyy  tthhaatt  ssuuppppoorrtteedd  iittss  oopppprreessssiioonnss,,  aanndd  ssoo  ccaauusseedd  tthhee  AArraabb  ccoonnqquueesstt  ttoo  

aappppeeaarr  iinn  tthhee  lliigghhtt  ooff  aa  ddeelliivveerraannccee..
11
  TThhee  ffoolllloowweerrss  ooff  aallll  tthheessee  vvaarriieedd  ffoorrmmss  ooff  

ffaaiitthh  ccoouulldd  bbrreeaatthhee  aaggaaiinn  uunnddeerr  aa  rruullee  tthhaatt  ggrraanntteedd  tthheemm  rreelliiggiioouuss  ffrreeeeddoomm  aanndd  

eexxeemmppttiioonn  ffrroomm  mmiilliittaarryy  sseerrvviiccee,,  oonn  ppaayymmeenntt  ooff  aa  lliigghhtt  ttrriibbuuttee..  FFoorr  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  

llaaww  ggrraanntteedd  ttoolleerraattiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  rriigghhtt  ooff  ppaayyiinngg  jjiizzyyaahh  nnoott  oonnllyy  ttoo  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  

aanndd  JJeewwss,,  bbuutt  ttoo  ZZoorrooaassttrriiaannss  aanndd  SSaabb?? aannss,,  ttoo  wwoorrsshhiippppeerrss  ooff  iiddoollss,,  ooff  ffiirree  aanndd  

ooff  ssttoonnee..
22
  IItt  wwaass  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  tthhee  PPrroopphheett  hhiimmsseellff  hhaadd  ddiissttiinnccttllyy  ggiivveenn  ddiirreeccttiioonnss  tthhaatt  

tthhee  ZZoorrooaassttrriiaannss  wweerree  ttoo  bbee  ttrreeaatteedd  eexxaaccttllyy  lliikkee  ""  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  tthhee  bbooookk,,""  ii..  ee..  

tthhee  JJeewwss  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  jjiizzyyaahh  mmiigghhtt  aallssoo  bbee  ttaakkeenn  ffrroomm  tthheemm  iinn  rreettuurrnn  

ffoorr  pprrootteeccttiioonn,,
33
  ——aa  ttrraaddiittiioonn  tthhaatt  pprroobbaabbllyy  aarroossee  iinn  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  cceennttuurryy  ooff  tthhee  

HHiijjrraahh,,  wwhheenn  aappoossttoolliicc  ssaannccttiioonn  wwaass  ssoouugghhtt  ffoorr  tthhee  ttoolleerraattiioonn  tthhaatt  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  

eexxtteennddeedd  ttoo  aallll  tthhee  ffoolllloowweerrss  ooff  tthhee  vvaarriioouuss  ffaaiitthhss  tthhaatt  AArraabbss  hhaadd  ffoouunndd  iinn  tthhee  

ccoouunnttrriieess  tthheeyy  hhaadd  ccoonnqquueerreedd,,  wwhheetthheerr  ssuucchh  nnoonn--MMuusslliimmss  ccaammee  uunnddeerr  tthhee  

ccaatteeggoorryy  AAhhll  aall--KKiittāābb  oorr  nnoott..
44
  

TToo  tthhee  ddiissttrraacctteedd  CChhrriissttiiaann  CChhuurrcchh  iinn  PPeerrssiiaa  tthhee  cchhaannggee  ooff  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  

bbrroouugghhtt  rreelliieeff  ffrroomm  tthhee  oopppprreessssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  SSāāssāānniidd  kkiinnggss,,  wwhhoo  hhaadd  ffoommeenntteedd  tthhee  

                                                           

1 Caetani, vol. ii. pp. 910-11.   A. de Gobineau (1), pp. 55-6.  
2
 Abū Yūsuf: Kitāb al-Kharāj, p. 73. 

3
 Id. p. 74 and Balādhurī, pp. 71 (fin.), 79, 80. 

4
 Caetani, vol. v. pp. 361 (§ 611 n. 1), 394-5, 457.             
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bbiitttteerr  ssttrruugggglleess  ooff  JJaaccoobbiitteess  aanndd  NNeessttoorriiaannss  aanndd  aaddddeedd  ttoo  tthhee  ccoonnffuussiioonn  ooff  

wwaarrrriinngg  sseeccttss..  SSoommee  rreeffeerreennccee  hhaass  aallrreeaaddyy
11
  bbeeeenn  mmaaddee  ttoo  eeaarrlliieerr  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonnss,,  

aanndd  eevveenn  dduurriinngg  tthhee  eexxppiirriinngg  aaggoonnyy  ooff  tthhee  SSāāssāānniidd  ddyynnaassttyy,,  KKhhuussrraauu  IIII,,  

eexxaassppeerraatteedd  aatt  tthhee  ddeeffeeaatt  hhee  hhaadd  ssuuffffeerreedd  aatt  tthhee  hhaannddss  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  eemmppeerroorr,,  

HHeerraacclliiuuss,,  oorrddeerreedd  aa  ffrreesshh  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  wwiitthhiinn  hhiiss  ddoommiinniioonnss,,  aa  

ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  ffrroomm  wwhhiicchh  aallll  tthhee  vvaarriioouuss  CChhrriissttiiaann  sseeccttss  aalliikkee  hhaadd  ttoo  ssuuffffeerr..  TThheessee  

tteerrrriibbllee  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  mmaayy  wweellll  hhaavvee  pprreeppaarreedd  mmeenn''ss  mmiinnddss  ffoorr  tthhaatt  rreevvuullssiioonn  ooff  

ffeeeelliinngg  tthhaatt  ffaacciilliittaatteess  aa  cchhaannggee  ooff  ffaaiitthh..  ""SSiiddee  bbyy  ssiiddee  wwiitthh  tthhee  ppoolliittiiccaall  cchhaaooss  iinn  

tthhee  ssttaattee  wwaass  tthhee  mmoorraall  ccoonnffuussiioonn  tthhaatt  ffiilllleedd  tthhee  mmiinnddss  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss;;  

ddiissttrraacctteedd  bbyy  ssuucchh  aann  aaccccuummuullaattiioonn  ooff  ddiissaasstteerrss  aanndd  bbyy  tthhee  mmoorraall  aaggoonnyy  wwrroouugghhtt  

bbyy  tthhee  ffuurriioouuss  ccoonnfflliicctt  ooff  ssoo  mmaannyy  wwaarrrriinngg  ddooccttrriinneess  aammoonngg  tthheemm,,  tthheeyy  tteennddeedd  

ttoowwaarrddss  tthhaatt  ppeeccuulliiaarr  ffrraammee  ooff  mmiinndd  iinn  wwhhiicchh  aa  nneeww  ddooccttrriinnee  ffiinnddss  iitt  eeaassyy  ttoo  ttaakkee  

rroooott,,  mmaakkiinngg  aa  cclleeaann  sswweeeepp  ooff  ssuucchh  aa  bbeewwiillddeerriinngg  bbaabbeell  aanndd  ssttrriivviinngg  ttoo  

rreeccoonnssttrruucctt  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  ssoocciieettyy  oonn  aa  nneeww  bbaassiiss..  IInn  ootthheerr  wwoorrddss  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  PPeerrssiiaa,,  

aanndd  eessppeecciiaallllyy  tthhee  SSeemmiittiicc  rraacceess,,  wweerree  jjuusstt  iinn  tthhee  vveerryy  mmeennttaall  ccoonnddiittiioonn  

ccaallccuullaatteedd  ttoo  mmaakkee  tthheemm  wweellccoommee  tthhee  IIssllaammiicc  rreevvoolluuttiioonn  aanndd  uurrggee  tthheemm  oonn  ttoo  

eenntthhuussiiaassttiiccaallllyy  eemmbbrraaccee  tthhee  nneeww  aanndd  rruuggggeedd  ccrreeeedd,,  wwhhiicchh  wwiitthh  iittss  ccoommpplleettee  aanndd  

vviirriillee  ssiimmpplliicciittyy  sswweepptt  aawwaayy  aatt  oonnee  ssttrrookkee  aallll  tthhoossee  ddaarrkk  mmiissttss,,  ooppeenneedd  tthhee  ssoouull  

ttoo  nneeww,,  aalllluurriinngg  aanndd  ttaannggiibbllee  hhooppeess,,  aanndd  pprroommiisseedd  iimmmmeeddiiaattee  rreelleeaassee  ffrroomm  aa  

mmiisseerraabbllee  ssttaattee  ooff  sseerrvviittuuddee..""
22
  

BBuutt  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ccrreeeedd  wwaass  mmoosstt  eeaaggeerrllyy  wweellccoommeedd  bbyy  tthhee  ttoowwnnssffoollkk,,  tthhee  

iinndduussttrriiaall  ccllaasssseess  aanndd  tthhee  aarrttiissaannss,,  wwhhoossee  ooccccuuppaattiioonnss  mmaaddee  tthheemm  iimmppuurree  

aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  ZZoorrooaassttrriiaann  ccrreeeedd,,  bbeeccaauussee  iinn  tthhee  ppuurrssuuaannccee  ooff  tthheeiirr  ttrraaddee  oorr  

ooccccuuppaattiioonnss  tthheeyy  ddeeffiilleedd  ffiirree,,  eeaarrtthh  oorr  wwaatteerr,,  aanndd  wwhhoo  tthhuuss,,  oouuttccaassttss  iinn  tthhee  eeyyeess  

ooff  tthhee  llaaww  aanndd  ttrreeaatteedd  wwiitthh  ssccaanntt  ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn  iinn  ccoonnsseeqquueennccee,,  eemmbbrraacceedd  wwiitthh  

eeaaggeerrnneessss  aa  ccrreeeedd  tthhaatt  mmaaddee  tthheemm  aatt  oonnccee  ffrreeee  mmeenn,,  aanndd  eeqquuaall  iinn  aa  bbrrootthheerrhhoooodd  

ooff  ffaaiitthh..
33
  NNoorr  wweerree  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss  ffrroomm  ZZoorrooaassttrriiaanniissmm  iittsseellff  lleessss  ssttrriikkiinngg  ::  tthhee  

ffaabbrriicc  ooff  tthhee  NNaattiioonnaall  CChhuurrcchh  hhaadd  ffaalllleenn  wwiitthh  aa  ccrraasshh  iinn  tthhee  ggeenneerraall  rruuiinn  ooff  tthhee  

ddyynnaassttyy  tthhaatt  hhaadd  bbeeffoorree  uupphheelldd  iitt;;  hhaavviinngg  nnoo  ootthheerr  cceennttrree  rroouunndd  wwhhiicchh  ttoo  rraallllyy,,  

tthhee  ffoolllloowweerrss  ooff  tthhiiss  ccrreeeedd  wwoouulldd  ffiinndd  tthhee  ttrraannssiittiioonn  ttoo  IIssllaamm  aa  ssiimmppllee  aanndd  eeaassyy  

oonnee,,  oowwiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  nnuummeerroouuss  ppooiinnttss  ooff  ssiimmiillaarriittyy  iinn  tthhee  oolldd  ccrreeeedd  aanndd  tthhee  nneeww..  

FFoorr  tthhee  PPeerrssiiaann  ccoouulldd  ffiinndd  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''āānn  mmaannyy  ooff  tthhee  ffuunnddaammeennttaall  ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  

hhiiss  oolldd  ffaaiitthh,,  tthhoouugghh  iinn  aa  rraatthheerr  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ffoorrmm  ::  hhee  wwoouulldd  mmeeeett  aaggaaiinn  

AAhhuurraammaazzddaa  aanndd  AAhhrriimmaann  uunnddeerr  tthhee  nnaammeess  ooff  AAllllaahh  aanndd  IIbblliiss;;  tthhee  ccrreeaattiioonn  ooff  

tthhee  wwoorrlldd  iinn  ssiixx  ppeerriiooddss;;  tthhee  aannggeellss  aanndd  tthhee  ddeemmoonnss;;  tthhee  ssttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  pprriimmiittiivvee  

iinnnnoocceennccee  ooff  mmaann;;  tthhee  rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  bbooddyy  aanndd  tthhee  ddooccttrriinnee  ooff  hheeaavveenn  aanndd  

hheellll..
44
  EEvveenn  iinn  tthhee  ddeettaaiillss  ooff  ddaaiillyy  wwoorrsshhiipp  tthheerree  wweerree  ssiimmiillaarriittiieess  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  aanndd  

tthhee  ffoolllloowweerrss  ooff  ZZoorrooaasstteerr  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  aaddoopptteedd  IIssllaamm  wweerree  eennjjooiinneedd  bbyy  tthheeiirr  nneeww  

ffaaiitthh  ttoo  pprraayy  ffiivvee  ttiimmeess  aa  ddaayy  jjuusstt  aass  tthheeyy  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  bbyy  tthhee  AAvveessttaa..
55
  TThhoossee  ttrriibbeess  

                                                           
1
 pp. 68-9. 

2
 Caetani, vol. ii. p. 910. 

3
 A de Gobineau (2), pp. 306-10. 

4
 Dozy (1), p. 157. 

5
 Haneberg, p. 5. 
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iinn  tthhee  nnoorrtthh  ooff  PPeerrssiiaa  tthhaatt  hhaadd  ssttuubbbboorrnnllyy  rreessiisstteedd  tthhee  eecccclleessiiaassttiiccaall  oorrggaanniissaattiioonn  

ooff  tthhee  ssttaattee  rreelliiggiioonn,,  oonn  tthhee  ggrroouunndd  tthhaatt  eeaacchh  mmaann  wwaass  aa  pprriieesstt  iinn  hhiiss  oowwnn  

hhoouusseehhoolldd  aanndd  hhaadd  nnoo  nneeeedd  ooff  aannyy  ootthheerr,,  aanndd  bbeelliieevviinngg  iinn  aa  ssuupprreemmee  bbeeiinngg  aanndd  

tthhee  iimmmmoorrttaalliittyy  ooff  tthhee  ssoouull,,  ttaauugghhtt  tthhaatt  aa  mmaann  sshhoouulldd  lloovvee  hhiiss  nneeiigghhbboouurr,,  

ccoonnqquueerr  hhiiss  ppaassssiioonnss,,  aanndd  ssttrriivvee  ppaattiieennttllyy  aafftteerr  aa  bbeetttteerr  lliiffee——ssuucchh  mmeenn  ccoouulldd  

hhaavvee  nneeeeddeedd  vveerryy  lliittttllee  ppeerrssuuaassiioonn  ttoo  iinndduuccee  tthheemm  ttoo  aacccceepptt  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  tthhee  

PPrroopphheett..
11
  IIssllaamm  hhaadd  ssttiillll  mmoorree  ppooiinnttss  ooff  ccoonnttaacctt  wwiitthh  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  hheerreettiiccaall  sseeccttss  

ooff  PPeerrssiiaa,,  tthhaatt  hhaadd  ccoommee  uunnddeerr  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy..  

IInn  aaddddiittiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  ccaauusseess  aabboovvee  eennuummeerraatteedd  ooff  tthhee  rraappiidd  sspprreeaadd  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  

PPeerrssiiaa,,  iitt  sshhoouulldd  bbee  rreemmeemmbbeerreedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  ppoolliittiiccaall  aanndd  nnaattiioonnaall  ssyymmppaatthhiieess  ooff  tthhee  

ccoonnqquueerreedd  rraaccee  wweerree  aallssoo  eennlliisstteedd  oonn  bbeehhaallff  ooff  tthhee  nneeww  rreelliiggiioonn  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  

mmaarrrriiaaggee  ooff  ḤḤuussaayynn,,  tthhee  ssoonn  ooff  ''AAllīī  wwiitthh  SShhāāhhbbāānnūū,,  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ddaauugghhtteerrss  ooff  

YYaazzddaaggiirrdd,,  tthhee  llaasstt  mmoonnaarrcchh  ooff  tthhee  SSāāssāānniidd  ddyynnaassttyy..  IInn  tthhee  ddeesscceennddaannttss  ooff  

SShhāāhhbbāānnūū  aanndd  ḤḤuussaayynn  tthhee  PPeerrssiiaannss  ssaaww  tthhee  hheeiirrss  ooff  tthheeiirr  aanncciieenntt  kkiinnggss  aanndd  tthhee  

iinnhheerriittoorrss  ooff  tthheeiirr  nnaattiioonnaall  ttrraaddiittiioonnss,,  aanndd  iinn  tthhiiss  ppaattrriioottiicc  ffeeeelliinngg  mmaayy  bbee  ffoouunndd  

tthhee  eexxppllaannaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  iinntteennssee  ddeevvoottiioonn  ooff  tthhee  PPeerrssiiaannss  ttoo  tthhee  ''AAlliidd  ffaaccttiioonn  aanndd  

tthhee  ffiirrsstt  bbeeggiinnnniinnggss  ooff  SShhīī’’iissmm  aass  aa  sseeppaarraattee  sseecctt..
22
  

TThhaatt  tthhiiss  wwiiddeesspprreeaadd  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  wwaass  nnoott  dduuee  ttoo  ffoorrccee  oorr  vviioolleennccee  iiss  

eevviiddeenncceedd  bbyy  tthhee  ttoolleerraattiioonn  eexxtteennddeedd  ttoo  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ssttiillll  cclluunngg  ttoo  tthheeiirr  aanncciieenntt  

ffaaiitthh..  EEvveenn  ttoo  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddaayy  tthheerree  aarree  ssoommee  ssmmaallll  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  ooff  ffiirree--

wwoorrsshhiippppeerrss  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  iinn  cceerrttaaiinn  ddiissttrriiccttss  ooff  PPeerrssiiaa,,  aanndd  tthhoouugghh  tthheessee  hhaavvee  iinn  

llaatteerr  yyeeaarrss  oofftteenn  hhaadd  ttoo  ssuuffffeerr  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn,,
33
  tthheeiirr  aanncceessttoorrss  iinn  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  cceennttuurriieess  

ooff  tthhee  HHiijjrraahh  eennjjooyyeedd  aa  rreemmaarrkkaabbllee  ddeeggrreeee  ooff  ttoolleerraattiioonn,,  tthheeiirr  ffiirree--tteemmpplleess  wweerree  

rreessppeecctteedd,,  aanndd  wwee  eevveenn  rreeaadd  ooff  aa  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ggeenneerraall  ((iinn  tthhee  rreeiiggnn  ooff  aall--

MMuu''ttaaṣṣ iimm,,  AA..DD..  883333--884422)),,  wwhhoo  oorrddeerreedd  aann  iimmāāmm  aanndd  aa  mmuu''aaddhhddhhiinn  ttoo  bbee  

ffllooggggeedd  bbeeccaauussee  tthheeyy  hhaadd  ddeessttrrooyyeedd  aa  ffiirree--tteemmppllee  iinn  SSuugghhdd  aanndd  bbuuiilltt  aa  mmoossqquuee  iinn  

iittss  ppllaaccee..
44
  IInn  tthhee  tteenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  tthhrreeee  cceennttuurriieess  aafftteerr  tthhee  ccoonnqquueesstt  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  

ffiirree--tteemmpplleess  wweerree  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  iinn  ''IIrrāāqq,,  FFāārrss,,  KKiirrmmāānn,,  SSiijjiissttāānn,,  KKhhuurrāāssāānn,,  JJiibbāāll,,  

ĀĀddhhaarrbbaayyjjāānn  aanndd  AArrrrāānn,,  ii..  ee..  iinn  aallmmoosstt  eevveerryy  pprroovviinnccee  ooff  PPeerrssiiaa..
55
  IInn  FFāārrss  iittsseellff  

tthheerree  wweerree  hhaarrddllyy  aannyy  cciittiieess  oorr  ddiissttrriiccttss  iinn  wwhhiicchh  ffiirree--tteemmpplleess  aanndd  MMaaggiiaannss  wweerree  

nnoott  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd..
66
  AAll--SShhaarraassttāānnīī  aallssoo  ((wwrriittiinngg  aass  llaattee  aass  tthhee  ttwweellfftthh  cceennttuurryy))  ,,  

mmaakkeess  mmeennttiioonn  ooff  aa  ffiirree--tteemmppllee  aatt  IIssffīīnniiyyāā,,  iinn  tthhee  nneeiigghhbboouurrhhoooodd  ooff  BBaagghhddāādd  

iittsseellff..
77
  

IInn  tthhee  ffaaccee  ooff  ssuucchh  ffaaccttss,,  iitt  iiss  ssuurreellyy  iimmppoossssiibbllee  ttoo  aattttrriibbuuttee  tthhee  ddeeccaayy  ooff  

                                                           
1 Dozy (1), p. 191.   A. de Gobineau (1), p. 55. 
2
 Les croyances Mazdéennes dans la religion Chiite, par Ahmed-Bey Agaeff. (Transactions of the Ninth 

International Congress of Orientalists, vol. ii. pp. 509-11. London, 1893.) For other points of contact, see 

Goldziher: Islamisme et Parsisme. (Revue de l’Histoire des Religions, xliii. p. i. sqq.) 
3
 Dosabhai Framji Karaka:   History of the Parsis, vol. i. pp. 56-9, 62-7.    (London, 1884.)    Nicolas de 

Khanikoff says that there were 12,000 families of fire-worshippers in Kirmān at the end of the 18th century. 

(Mémoire sur la partie méridionale de l'Asie centrale, p. 193.    Paris, 1861.) 
4
 Chwolsohn, vol. i. pi 287. 

5
 Mas'ūdī, vol. iv. p. 86. 

6
 Iṣ takhrī , pp. 100, 118.    Ibn Ḥawqal, pp. 189-190. 

7
 Kitāb al-milal wa'1-niḥ al, edited by Cureton, part i. p. 198. 
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ZZoorrooaassttrriiaanniissmm  eennttiirreellyy  ttoo  vviioolleenntt  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss  mmaaddee  bbyy  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ccoonnqquueerroorrss..  

TThhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  PPeerrssiiaannss  wwhhoo  eemmbbrraacceedd  IIssllaamm  iinn  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  ddaayyss  ooff  tthhee  AArraabb  rruullee  

wwaass  pprroobbaabbllyy  vveerryy  llaarrggee  ffrroomm  tthhee  vvaarriioouuss  rreeaassoonnss  ggiivveenn  aabboovvee,,  bbuutt  tthhee  llaattee  

ssuurrvviivvaall  ooff  tthheeiirr  aanncciieenntt  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  tthhee  ooccccaassiioonnaall  rreeccoorrdd  ooff  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss  iinn  tthhee  

ccoouurrssee  ooff  ssuucccceessssiivvee  cceennttuurriieess,,  rreennddeerr  iitt  pprroobbaabbllee  tthhaatt  tthhee  aacccceeppttaannccee  ooff  IIssllaamm  

wwaass  bbootthh  ppeeaacceeffuull  aanndd  vvoolluunnttaarryy..  AAbboouutt  tthhee  cclloossee  ooff  tthhee  eeiigghhtthh  cceennttuurryy,,  SSāāmmāānn,,  

aa  nnoobbllee  ooff  BBaallkkhh,,  hhaavviinngg  rreecceeiivveedd  aassssiissttaannccee  ffrroomm  AAssaadd  bb..  ''AAbbdd--AAllllāāhh,,  tthhee  

ggoovveerrnnoorr  ooff  KKhhuurrāāssāānn,,  rreennoouunncceedd  ZZoorrooaassttrriiaanniissmm,,  eemmbbrraacceedd  IIssllaamm  aanndd  nnaammeedd  

hhiiss  ssoonn  AAssaadd  aafftteerr  hhiiss  pprrootteeccttoorr  ::  iitt  iiss  ffrroomm  tthhiiss  ccoonnvveerrtt  tthhaatt  ddyynnaassttyy  ooff  tthhee  

SSāāmmāānniiddss  ((AA..DD..  887744--999999))  ttooookk  iittss  nnaammee..  AAbboouutt  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  nniinntthh  

cceennttuurryy,,  KKaarrīīmm  bb..  SShhaahhrriiyyāārr  wwaass  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  kkiinngg  ooff  tthhee  QQāābbūūssiiyyyyaahh  ddyynnaassttyy  wwhhoo  

bbeeccaammee  aa  MMuussaallmmaann,,  aanndd  iinn  887733  aa  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ffiirree--wwoorrsshhiippppeerrss  wweerree  

ccoonnvveerrtteedd  ttoo  IIssllaamm  iinn  DDaayyllaamm  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  NNāāṣṣ iirr  aall--HHaaqqqq  AAbbūū  

MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd..  IInn  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  cceennttuurryy,,  aabboouutt  AA..DD..  991122,,  ḤḤ aassaann  bb..  AAllīī,,  ooff  tthhee  

''AAlliidd  ddyynnaassttyy  oonn  tthhee  ssoouutthheerrnn  sshhoorree  ooff  tthhee  CCaassppiiaann  SSeeaa,,  wwhhoo  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  

aa  mmaann  ooff  lleeaarrnniinngg  aanndd  iinntteelllliiggeennccee  aanndd  wweellll  aaccqquuaaiinntteedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  

ooppiinniioonnss  ooff  ddiiffffeerreenntt  sseeccttss,,  iinnvviitteedd  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  ṬṬ aabbaarriissttāānn  aanndd  DDaayyllaamm,,  

wwhhoo  wweerree  ppaarrttllyy  iiddoollaatteerrss  aanndd  ppaarrttllyy  MMaaggiiaannss,,  ttoo  aacccceepptt  IIssllaamm;;  mmaannyy  ooff  tthheemm  

rreessppoonnddeedd  ttoo  hhiiss  ccaallll,,  wwhhiillee  ootthheerrss  ppeerrssiisstteedd  iinn  tthheeiirr  ffoorrmmeerr  ssttaattee  ooff  uunnbbeelliieeff..
11
  IInn  

tthhee  yyeeaarr  AA..HH..  339944  ((AA..DD..  11000033--11000044)),,  aa  ffaammoouuss  ppooeett,,  AAbbuu''ll  ḤḤ aassaann  MMiihhyyāārr,,  aa  

nnaattiivvee  ooff  DDaayyllaamm,,  wwhhoo  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  aa  ffiirree--wwoorrsshhiippppeerr,,  wwaass  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  ttoo  IIssllaamm  bbyy  aa  

ssttiillll  mmoorree  ffaammoouuss  ppooeett,,  tthhee  SShhaarrīīff  aall--RRiiḍḍ āā,,  wwhhoo  wwaass  hhiiss  mmaasstteerr  iinn  tthhee  ppooeettiicc  aarrtt..
22
  

IItt  wwaass  pprroobbaabbllyy  aabboouutt  tthhee  ssaammee  ppeerriioodd  tthhaatt  tthhee  ggrraannddffaatthheerr  ooff  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  

ggeeooggrraapphheerr,,  IIbbnn  KKhhūūrrddāāddbbiihh,,  wwaass  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  

BBaarrmmeecciiddeess,,
33
  wwhhoossee  aanncceessttoorr  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  lliikkeewwiissee  aa  MMaaggiiaann  aanndd  hhiigghh  pprriieesstt  ooff  tthhee  

ggrreeaatt  FFiirree  TTeemmppllee  ooff  NNaawwbbaahhāārr  aatt  BBaallkkhh..  

SSccaannttyy  aass  tthheessee  nnoottiicceess  ooff  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  aarree,,  tthheeyy  aappppeeaarr  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  

vvoolluunnttaarryy,,  aanndd  tthhee  ZZoorrooaassttrriiaannss  wwoouulldd  sseeeemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  eennjjooyyeedd  oonn  tthhee  wwhhoollee  

ttoolleerraattiioonn  ffoorr  tthhee  eexxeerrcciissee  ooff  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  uupp  ttoo  tthhee  cclloossee  ooff  tthhee  ''AAbbbbaassiidd  ppeerriioodd..  

WWiitthh  tthhee  MMoonnggooll  iinnvvaassiioonn  aa  ddaarrkkeerr  ppeerriioodd  iinn  tthheeiirr  hhiissttoorryy  bbeeggiinnss,,  aanndd  tthhee  

mmiisseerriieess  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  PPeerrssiiaann  MMuusslliimmss  tthheemmsseellvveess  ssuuffffeerreedd  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  

ggeenneerraatteedd  iinn  tthheemm  aa  ssppiirriitt  ooff  ffaannaattiiccaall  iinnttoolleerraannccee  wwhhiicchh  eexxppoosseedd  tthhee  

ZZoorrooaassttrriiaannss  aatt  ttiimmeess  ttoo  ccrruueell  ssuuffffeerriinnggss..
44
  

IInn  tthhee  mmiiddddllee  ooff  tthhee  eeiigghhtthh  cceennttuurryy,,  PPeerrssiiaa  ggaavvee  bbiirrtthh  ttoo  aa  mmoovveemmeenntt  tthhaatt  

iiss  ooff  iinntteerreesstt  iinn  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  vviizz..  tthhee  sseecctt  ooff  tthhee  IIssmmāā''īīlliiaannss..  

TThhiiss  iiss  nnoott  tthhee  ppllaaccee  ttoo  eenntteerr  iinnttoo  aa  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhiiss  sseecctt  oorr  ooff  tthhee  tthheeoollooggiiccaall  

ppoossiittiioonn  ttaakkeenn  uupp  bbyy  iittss  ffoolllloowweerrss,,  oorr  ooff  tthhee  ssoocciiaall  aanndd  ppoolliittiiccaall  ffaaccttoorrss  tthhaatt  lleenntt  iitt  

ssttrreennggtthh,,  bbuutt  iitt  ddeemmaannddss  aatttteennttiioonn  hheerree  oonn  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  tthhee  mmaarrvveelllloouuss  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  

                                                           
1
 Mas'ūdī, vol. viii. p. 279; vol. ix. pp. 4-5. 

2 Ibn Khallikān, vol. iii. p. 517.. 
3
 Kitāb al-Fihrist, ed. Flügel, p. 149 (1. 2). 

4
 For a comprehensive sketch of their condition under Muslim rule, see D. Menant: Les Zoroastriens de Perse. 

(R. du M. M. iii. pp. 193 sqq., p. 421 sqq.) 
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oorrggaanniissaattiioonn  wwhheerreebbyy  iitt  wwaass  pprrooppaaggaatteedd..  TThhee  ffoouunnddeerr  ooff  tthhiiss  oorrggaanniissaattiioonn——

wwhhiicchh  rriivvaallss  tthhaatt  ooff  tthhee  JJeessuuiittss  ffoorr  tthhee  kkeeeenn  iinnssiigghhtt  iinnttoo  hhuummaann  nnaattuurree  iitt  ddiissppllaayyss  

aanndd  tthhee  ccoonnssuummmmaattee  sskkiillll  wwiitthh  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  tthhee  sseecctt  wweerree  

aaccccoommmmooddaatteedd  ttoo  vvaarryyiinngg  ccaappaacciittiieess  aanndd  pprreejjuuddiicceess——wwaass  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  ''AAbbdd  AAllllāāhh  

bb..  MMaayymmūūnn,,  wwhhoo  eeaarrllyy  iinn  tthhee  nniinntthh  cceennttuurryy  iinnffuusseedd  nneeww  lliiffee  iinnttoo  tthhee  IIssmmāā''īīlliiaannss..  

HHee  sseenntt  oouutt  hhiiss  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  iinn  aallll  ddiirreeccttiioonnss  uunnddeerr  vvaarriioouuss  gguuiisseess,,  vveerryy  

ffrreeqquueennttllyy  aass  ṣṣ ūūffiiss  bbuutt  aallssoo  aass  mmeerrcchhaannttss  aanndd  ttrraaddeerrss  aanndd  tthhee  lliikkee;;  tthheeyy  wweerree  

iinnssttrruucctteedd  ttoo  bbee  aallll  tthhiinnggss  ttoo  aallll  mmeenn  aanndd  ttoo  wwiinn  oovveerr  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ccllaasssseess  ooff  mmeenn  ttoo  

aalllleeggiiaannccee  ttoo  tthhee  ggrraannddmmaasstteerr  ooff  tthheeiirr  sseecctt,,  bbyy  ssppeeaakkiinngg  ttoo  eeaacchh  mmaann,,  aass  iitt  wweerree,,  

iinn  hhiiss  oowwnn  llaanngguuaaggee,,  aanndd  aaccccoommmmooddaattiinngg  tthheeiirr  tteeaacchhiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  vvaarryyiinngg  ccaappaacciittiieess  

aanndd  ooppiinniioonnss  ooff  tthheeiirr  hheeaarreerrss..  TThheeyy  ccaappttiivvaatteedd  tthhee  iiggnnoorraanntt  mmuullttiittuuddee  bbyy  tthhee  

ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee  ooff  mmaarrvveellss  tthhaatt  wweerree  ttaakkeenn  ffoorr  mmiirraacclleess  aanndd  bbyy  mmyysstteerriioouuss  

uutttteerraanncceess  tthhaatt  eexxcciitteedd  tthheeiirr  ccuurriioossiittyy..  TToo  tthhee  ddeevvoouutt  tthheeyy  aappppeeaarreedd  aass  mmooddeellss  ooff  

vviirrttuuee  aanndd  rreelliiggiioouuss  zzeeaall;;  ttoo  tthhee  mmyyssttiiccss  tthheeyy  rreevveeaalleedd  tthhee  hhiiddddeenn  mmeeaanniinngg  ooff  

ppooppuullaarr  tteeaacchhiinnggss  aanndd  iinniittiiaatteedd  tthheemm  iinnttoo  vvaarriioouuss  ggrraaddeess  ooff  ooccccuullttiissmm  aaccccoorrddiinngg  

ttoo  tthheeiirr  ccaappaacciittyy..  TTaakkiinngg  aaddvvaannttaaggee  ooff  tthhee  eeaaggeerr  llooookkiinngg--ffoorrwwaarrdd  ttoo  aa  ddeelliivveerreerr  

tthhaatt  wwaass  ccoommmmoonn  ttoo  ssoo  mmaannyy  ffaaiitthhss  ooff  tthhee  ttiimmee,,  tthheeyy  ddeeccllaarreedd  ttoo  tthhee  MMuussaallmmaannss  

tthhee  aapppprrooaacchhiinngg  aaddvveenntt  ooff  tthhee  IImmāāmm  MMaahhddīī,,  ttoo  tthhee  JJeewwss  tthhaatt  ooff  tthhee  MMeessssiiaahh,,  aanndd  

ttoo  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  tthhaatt  ooff  tthhee  CCoommffoorrtteerr,,  bbuutt  ttaauugghhtt  tthhaatt  tthhee  aassppiirraattiioonnss  ooff  eeaacchh  

ccoouulldd  aalloonnee  bbee  rreeaalliisseedd  iinn  tthhee  ccoommiinngg  ooff  ''AAllīī  aass  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  ddeelliivveerreerr..  WWiitthh  tthhee  

SShhīī''aahh,,  tthhee  IIssmmāā''īīlliiaann  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  wwaass  ttoo  ppuutt  hhiimmsseellff  ffoorrwwaarrdd  aass  tthhee  zzeeaalloouuss  

ppaarrttiissaann  ooff  aallll  tthhee  SShhīī''aahh  ddooccttrriinnee,,  wwaass  ttoo  ddwweellll  uuppoonn  tthhee  ccrruueellttyy  aanndd  iinnjjuussttiiccee  ooff  

tthhee  SSuunnnnīīss  ttoowwaarrddss  ''AAllīī  aanndd  hhiiss  ssoonnss,,  aanndd  lliibbeerraallllyy  aabbuussee  tthhee  SSuunnnnīī  KKhhaallīīffaahhss;;  

hhaavviinngg  tthhuuss  pprreeppaarreedd  tthhee  wwaayy,,  hhee  wwaass  ttoo  iinnssiinnuuaattee,,  aass  tthhee  nneecceessssaarryy  ccoommpplleettiioonn  

ooff  tthhee  SShhīī''aahh  ssyysstteemm  ooff  ffaaiitthh,,  tthhee  mmoorree  eessootteerriicc  ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  tthhee  IIssmmāā''īīlliiaann  sseecctt..  IInn  

ddeeaalliinngg  wwiitthh  tthhee  JJeeww,,  hhee  wwaass  ttoo  ssppeeaakk  wwiitthh  ccoonntteemmpptt  ooff  bbootthh  CChhrriissttiiaannss  aanndd  

MMuusslliimmss  aanndd  aaggrreeee  wwiitthh  hhiiss  iinntteennddeedd  ccoonnvveerrtt  iinn  ssttiillll  llooookkiinngg  ffoorrwwaarrdd  ttoo  aa  

pprroommiisseedd  MMeessssiiaahh,,  bbuutt  ggrraadduuaallllyy  lleeaadd  hhiimm  ttoo  bbeelliieevvee  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  pprroommiisseedd  MMeessssiiaahh  

ccoouulldd  bbee  nnoonnee  ootthheerr  tthhaann  ''AAllīī,,  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  MMeessssiiaahh  ooff  tthhee  IIssmmāā''īīlliiaann  ssyysstteemm..  IIff  hhee  

ssoouugghhtt  ttoo  wwiinn  oovveerr  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann,,  hhee  wwaass  ttoo  ddwweellll  uuppoonn  tthhee  oobbssttiinnaaccyy  ooff  tthhee  JJeewwss  

aanndd  tthhee  iiggnnoorraannccee  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss,,  ttoo  pprrooffeessss  rreevveerreennccee  ffoorr  tthhee  cchhiieeff  aarrttiicclleess  ooff  

tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ccrreeeedd,,  bbuutt  ggeennttllyy  hhiinntt  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  wweerree  ssyymmbboolliicc  aanndd  ppooiinntteedd  ttoo  aa  

ddeeeeppeerr  mmeeaanniinngg,,  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  IIssmmāā''īīlliiaann  ssyysstteemm  aalloonnee  ccoouulldd  ssuuppppllyy  tthhee  kkeeyy;;  hhee  

wwaass  aallssoo  ccaauuttiioouussllyy  ttoo  ssuuggggeesstt  tthhaatt  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  hhaadd  ssoommeewwhhaatt  mmiissiinntteerrpprreetteedd  

tthhee  ddooccttrriinnee  ooff  tthhee  PPaarraacclleettee  aanndd  tthhaatt  iitt  wwaass  iinn  ''AAllīī  tthhaatt  tthhee  ttrruuee  PPaarraacclleettee  wwaass  ttoo  

bbee  ffoouunndd..  SSiimmiillaarrllyy  tthhee  IIssmmāā''īīlliiaann  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  wwhhoo  mmaaddee  tthheeiirr  wwaayy  iinnttoo  IInnddiiaa  

eennddeeaavvoouurreedd  ttoo  mmaakkee  tthheeiirr  ddooccttrriinneess  aacccceeppttaabbllee  ttoo  tthhee  HHiinndduuss,,  bbyy  rreepprreesseennttiinngg  

''AAllīī  aass  tthhee  pprroommiisseedd  tteenntthh  AAvvaattāārr  ooff  VViiṣṣ ṇṇ uu  wwhhoo  wwaass  ttoo  ccoommee  ffrroomm  tthhee  WWeesstt,,  ii..  

ee..  ((tthheeyy  aavveerrrreedd))  ffrroomm  AAllaammūūtt..  TThheeyy  aallssoo  wwrroottee  aa  MMaahhddīī  PPuurrāāṇṇ aa  aanndd  ccoommppoosseedd  

hhyymmnnss  iinn  iimmiittaattiioonn  ooff  tthhoossee  ooff  tthhee  VVāāmmāāccāārriinnss  oorr  lleefftt--hhaanndd  ŚŚāākkttaass,,  wwhhoossee  

mmyyssttiicciissmm  aallrreeaaddyy  pprreeddiissppoosseedd  tthheeiirr  mmiinnddss  ttoo  tthhee  aacccceeppttaannccee  ooff  tthhee  eessootteerriicc  

ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  tthhee  IIssmmāā''īīlliiaannss..
11
  

                                                           
1
 Khojā Vrittānt, pp.  141-8.     For a further account of Ismā'īlian missionaries in India, see chap. ix. 
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BByy  ssuucchh  mmeeaannss  aass  tthheessee  aann  eennoorrmmoouuss  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ppeerrssoonnss  ooff  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ffaaiitthhss  

wweerree  uunniitteedd  ttooggeetthheerr  ttoo  ppuusshh  ffoorrwwaarrdd  aann  eenntteerrpprriissee,,  tthhee  rreeaall  aaiimm  ooff  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  

kknnoowwnn  ttoo  vveerryy  ffeeww..  TThhee  aassppiirraattiioonnss  ooff  ''AAbbdd  AAllllāāhh  bb..  MMaayymmūūnn  sseeeemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  

eennttiirreellyy  ppoolliittiiccaall,,  bbuutt  aass  tthhee  mmeeaannss  hhee  aaddoopptteedd  wweerree  rreelliiggiioouuss  aanndd  tthhee  oonnee  

ccoommmmoonn  bboonndd——iiff  aannyy——tthhaatt  bboouunndd  hhiiss  ffoolllloowweerrss  ttooggeetthheerr  wwaass  tthhee  ddeevvoouutt  

eexxppeeccttaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ccoommiinngg  ooff  tthhee  IImmāāmm  MMaahhddīī,,  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  aaccttiivviittyy  ccoonnnneecctteedd  

wwiitthh  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhiiss  sseecctt  ddeesseerrvveess  tthhiiss  bbrriieeff  mmeennttiioonn  iinn  tthheessee  ppaaggeess..
11
  

TThhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  sspprreeaadd  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  tthhee  ccoouunnttrriieess  ooff  CCeennttrraall  AAssiiaa  ttoo  tthhee  

nnoorrtthh  ooff  PPeerrssiiaa  pprreesseennttss  lliittttllee  iinn  tthhee  wwaayy  ooff  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  aaccttiivviittyy..  WWhheenn  QQuuttaayybbaahh  

bb..  MMuusslliimm  wweenntt  ttoo  SSaammaarrqqaanndd,,  hhee  ffoouunndd  mmaannyy  iiddoollss  tthheerree,,  wwhhoossee  wwoorrsshhiippppeerrss  

mmaaiinnttaaiinneedd  tthhaatt  aannyy  mmaann  wwhhoo  ddaarreedd  oouuttrraaggee  tthheemm  wwoouulldd  ppeerriisshh;;  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  

ccoonnqquueerroorr,,  uunnddeetteerrrreedd  bbyy  ssuucchh  ssuuppeerrssttiittiioouuss  ffeeaarrss,,  sseett  ffiirree  ttoo  tthhee  iiddoollss;;  

wwhheerreeuuppoonn  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ppeerrssoonnss  eemmbbrraacceedd  IIssllaamm..
22
  TThheerree  iiss,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  bbuutt  ssccaannttyy  

rreeccoorrdd  ooff  ssuucchh  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss  iinn  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  aaddvvaannccee  iinnttoo  

CCeennttrraall  AAssiiaa;;  mmoorreeoovveerr  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  tthhiiss  ccoouunnttrryy  sseeeemm  oofftteenn  ttoo  hhaavvee  pprreetteennddeedd  

ttoo  eemmbbrraaccee  IIssllaamm  ffoorr  aa  ttiimmee  aanndd  tthheenn  ttoo  hhaavvee  tthhrroowwnn  ooffff  tthhee  mmaasskk  aanndd  rreennoouunncceedd  

tthheeiirr  aalllleeggiiaannccee  ttoo  tthhee  ccaalliipphh  aass  ssoooonn  aass  tthhee  ccoonnqquueerriinngg  aarrmmiieess  wweerree  wwiitthhddrraawwnn,,
33
  

aanndd  iitt  wwaass  nnoott  uunnttiill  QQuuttaayybbaahh  hhaadd  ffoorrcciibbllyy  ooccccuuppiieedd  BBuukkhhāārrāā  ffoorr  tthhee  ffoouurrtthh  ttiimmee  

tthhaatt  hhee  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  iinn  ccoommppeelllliinngg  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ttoo  ccoonnffoorrmm  ttoo  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  tthheeiirr  

ccoonnqquueerroorrss..  

IInn  BBuukkhhāārrāā  aanndd  SSaammaarrqqaanndd  tthhee  ooppppoossiittiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  nneeww  ffaaiitthh  wwaass  ssoo  vviioolleenntt  

aanndd  oobbssttiinnaattee  tthhaatt  nnoonnee  bbuutt  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  hhaadd  eemmbbrraacceedd  IIssllaamm  wweerree  aalllloowweedd  ttoo  ccaarrrryy  

aarrmmss,,  aanndd  ffoorr  mmaannyy  yyeeaarrss  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  ddaarreedd  nnoott  aappppeeaarr  uunnaarrmmeedd  iinn  tthhee  mmoossqquueess  

oorr  ootthheerr  ppuubblliicc  ppllaacceess,,  wwhhiillee  ssppiieess  hhaadd  ttoo  bbee  sseett  ttoo  kkeeeepp  aa  wwaattcchh  oonn  tthhee  nneeww  

ccoonnvveerrttss..  TThhee  ccoonnqquueerroorrss  mmaaddee  vvaarriioouuss  eeffffoorrttss  ttoo  ggaaiinn  pprroosseellyytteess,,  aanndd  eevveenn  ttrriieedd  

ttoo  eennccoouurraaggee  aatttteennddaannccee  aatt  tthhee  FFrriiddaayy  pprraayyeerrss  iinn  tthhee  mmoossqquueess  bbyy  rreewwaarrddss  ooff  

mmoonneeyy,,  aanndd  aalllloowweedd  tthhee  QQuurr''āānn  ttoo  bbee  rreecciitteedd  iinn  PPeerrssiiaann  iinnsstteeaadd  ooff  iinn  AArraabbiicc,,  iinn  

oorrddeerr  tthhaatt  iitt  mmiigghhtt  bbee  iinntteelllliiggiibbllee  ttoo  aallll..
44
  

TThhee  pprrooggrreessss  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  TTrraannssooxxaanniiaa  wwaass  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  vveerryy  ssllooww::  ssoommee  ooff  

tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  aacccceepptteedd  tthhee  iinnvviittaattiioonn  ooff  ''UUmmaarr  IIII  ((AA..DD..  771177--772200))  ttoo  eemmbbrraaccee  

IIssllaamm,,
55
  aanndd  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerrss  wweerree  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  pprreeaacchhiinngg  ooff  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  

AAbbūū  SSaayyddāā  wwhhoo  ccoommmmeenncceedd  tthhiiss  mmiissssiioonn  iinn  SSaammaarrqqaanndd  iinn  tthhee  rreeiiggnn  ooff  HHiisshhāāmm  

((772244--774433)),,
66
  bbuutt  iitt  wwaass  nnoott  uunnttiill  tthhee  rreeiiggnn  ooff  AAll--MMuu''ttaaṣṣ iimm  ((AA..DD..  883333--884422))  tthhaatt  

IIssllaamm  wwaass  ggeenneerraallllyy  aaddoopptteedd  tthheerree,,
77
  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  rreeaassoonn  pprroobbaabbllyy  bbeeiinngg  tthhee  mmoorree  

iinnttiimmaattee  rreellaattiioonnss  eessttaabblliisshheedd  aatt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee  wwiitthh  tthhee  tthheenn  ccaappiittaall  ooff  tthhee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  wwoorrlldd,,  BBaagghhddāādd,,  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  eennoorrmmoouuss  nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  TTuurrkkss  tthhaatt  

hhaadd  fflloocckkeedd  iinn  tthhoouussaannddss  ttoo  jjooiinn  tthhee  aarrmmyy  ooff  tthhee  ccaalliipphh..
88
  IIssllaamm  hhaavviinngg  tthhuuss  

                                                           
1
 Le Bon Silvestre De Sacy: Exposé de la Religion des Druzes, tome i. pp. lxvii-lxxvi, cxlviii-clxii. 

2
 Balādhurī, p. 421.                                          

3
 Narshakhi, p. 46. 

4
 Id. p. 47. 

5
 Balādhurī, p. 426.                   

6
 Ṭ abarī, ii. pp. 1507 sqq. 

7
 Balādhurī, p. 431. 

8
 August Müller, vol. i. p. 520. 
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ggaaiinneedd  aa  ffoooottiinngg  aammoonngg  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  ttrriibbeess  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  mmaaddee  bbuutt  ssllooww  pprrooggrreessss  

uunnttiill  tthhee  mmiiddddllee  ooff  tthhee  tteenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  wwhheenn  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  ssoommee  ooff  tthheeiirr  

cchhiieeffttaaiinnss  ttoo  IIssllaamm,,  lliikkee  tthhaatt  ooff  CClloovviiss  aanndd  ootthheerr  bbaarrbbaarriiaann  kkiinnggss  ooff  NNoorrtthheerrnn  

EEuurrooppee  ttoo  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy,,  lleedd  tthheeiirr  ccllaannssmmeenn  ttoo  ffoollllooww  tthheeiirr  eexxaammppllee  iinn  aa  bbooddyy..  

PPiioouuss  lleeggeennddss  hhaavvee  ggrroowwnn  uupp  ttoo  ssuuppppllyy  tthhee  llaacckk  ooff  ssoobbeerr  hhiissttoorriiccaall  rreeccoorrdd  

ooff  ssuucchh  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss..  TThhee  cciittyy  ooff  KKhhīīvvaa  rreevveerreess  aass  iittss  nnaattiioonnaall  ssaaiinntt  aa  MMuusslliimm  

wwrreessttlleerr——PPaahhllaavvāānn——  wwhhoo  wwaass  iinn  tthhee  sseerrvviiccee  ooff  aa  hheeaatthheenn  kkiinngg  ooff  KKhhwwāārriizzmm..  

TThhee  kkiinngg  ooff  IInnddiiaa,,  hheeaarriinngg  ooff  tthhee  ffaammee  ooff  tthhiiss  PPaahhllaavvāānn,,  sseenntt  hhiiss  oowwnn  ccoouurrtt  

wwrreessttlleerr  wwiitthh  aa  cchhaalllleennggee  ttoo  tthhee  kkiinngg  ooff  KKhhwwāārriizzmm..  AA  ddaayy  wwaass  ffiixxeedd  ffoorr  tthhee  ttrriiaall  

ooff  ssttrreennggtthh  aanndd  tthhee  nnoobblleess  aanndd  ppeeooppllee  ooff  KKhhīīvvaa  wweerree  ssuummmmoonneedd  ttoo  vviieeww  tthhee  

ssppeeccttaaccllee;;  tthhee  vvaannqquuiisshheedd  mmaann  wwaass  ttoo  hhaavvee  hhiiss  hheeaadd  ccuutt  ooffff..  OOnn  tthhee  ddaayy  bbeeffoorree,,  

tthhee  ssaaiinnttllyy  PPaahhllaavvāānn  wwaass  pprraayyiinngg  iinn  tthhee  mmoossqquuee  wwhheenn  hhee  oovveerrhheeaarrdd  tthhee  pprraayyeerr  ooff  

aann  oolldd  wwoommaann  ::  ""  OO  GGoodd,,  ssuuffffeerr  nnoott  mmyy  ssoonn  ttoo  bbee  bbeeaatteenn  bbyy  tthhiiss  iinnvviinncciibbllee  

PPaahhllaavvāānn,,  ffoorr  II  hhaavvee  nnoo  ootthheerr  cchhiilldd..""  TToouucchheedd  wwiitthh  ccoommppaassssiioonn  ffoorr  tthhee  mmootthheerr,,  

PPaahhllaavvāānn  lleettss  tthhee  IInnddiiaann  wwrreessttlleerr  wwiinn  tthhee  ddaayy;;  tthhee  eennrraaggeedd  kkiinngg  oorrddeerrss  hhiiss  hheeaadd  

ttoo  bbee  ccuutt  ooffff,,  bbuutt  aatt  tthhaatt  vveerryy  mmoommeenntt  tthhee  hhoorrssee  oonn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  kkiinngg  iiss  ssiittttiinngg,,  

bboollttss,,  ccaarrrryyiinngg  hhiiss  mmaasstteerr  ssttrraaiigghhtt  ttoowwaarrddss  aa  ddaannggeerroouuss  pprreecciippiiccee..  PPaahhllaavvāānn  

sspprriinnggss  ffoorrwwaarrdd,,  ccaattcchheess  tthhee  hhoorrssee  aanndd  rreessccuueess  tthhee  kkiinngg  ffrroomm  aa  hhoorrrriibbllee  ddeeaatthh..  IInn  

ggrraattiittuuddee  tthhee  kkiinngg  eemmbbrraacceess  tthhee  ttrruuee  ffaaiitthh,,  aanndd  tthhee  ssaaiinnttllyy  wwrreessttlleerr,,  ffuullll  ooff  jjooyy,,  

ggooeess  aawwaayy  iinnttoo  tthhee  ddeesseerrtt  aanndd  bbeeccoommeess  aa  hheerrmmiitt..
11
  

AA  ssttrraannggee  lleeggeenndd  iiss  ttoolldd  ooff  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  SSāāttūūqq  BBuugghhrrāā  KKhhāānn,,  tthhee  

ffoouunnddeerr  ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ddyynnaassttyy  ooff  tthhee  IIlliikk--KKhhāānnss  ooff  KKāāsshhggaarr,,  aabboouutt  tthhee  

mmiiddddllee  ooff  tthhee  tteenntthh  cceennttuurryy..  AA  pprriinnccee  ooff  tthhee  SSāāmmāānniidd  hhoouussee,,  KKhhwwāājjaahh  AAbbuu''11--

NNaassrr  SSāāmmāānnii,,  aa  mmaann  ooff  ggrreeaatt  ppiieettyy  aanndd  hhuummiilliittyy  ooff  cchhaarraacctteerr,,  ffiinnddiinngg  nnoo  ssccooppee  

ffoorr  tthhee  eexxeerrcciissee  ooff  hhiiss  ttaalleenntt  ffoorr  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn,,  rreessoollvveedd  ttoo  bbeeccoommee  aa  mmeerrcchhaanntt,,  

wwiitthh,,  tthhee  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  sspprreeaaddiinngg  tthhee  ttrruuee  ffaaiitthh  iinn  tthhee  llaannddss  ooff  tthhee  uunnbbeelliieevveerrss..  

IInnsstteeaadd  ooff  ttrryyiinngg  ttoo  aaccqquuiirree  aa  ffoorrttuunnee  bbyy  hhiiss  ccoommmmeerrcciiaall  eenntteerrpprriisseess,,  hhee  ddeevvootteedd  

aallll  hhiiss  ggaaiinnss  ttoo  tthhee  ffuurrtthheerraannccee  ooff  hhiiss  pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  eeffffoorrttss..  OOnnee  nniigghhtt  tthhee  PPrroopphheett  

aappppeeaarreedd  ttoo  hhiimm  iinn  aa  ddrreeaamm,,  ssaayyiinngg::  ""AArriissee,,  aanndd  ggoo  iinnttoo  TTuurrkkiissttaann  wwhheerree  tthhee  

pprriinnccee  SSāāttūūqq  BBuugghhrrāā  KKhhāānn  oonnllyy  aawwaaiittss  yyoouurr  ccoommiinngg  ttoo  bbee  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  ttoo  IIssllaamm..""  

TThhee  yyoouunngg  pprriinnccee  hhaadd  iinn  aa  ssiimmiillaarr  mmaannnneerr  bbeeeenn  wwaarrnneedd  iinn  aa  vviissiioonn  ttoo  eexxppeecctt  tthhee  

aarrrriivvaall  ooff  aann  iinnssttrruuccttoorr  iinn  tthhee  ffaaiitthh,,  aanndd  wwhheenn  ssoommee  ddaayyss  llaatteerr  hhee  mmeett  AAbbuu''11--

NNaaṣṣ rr  SSāāmmāānnīī  hhee  wwaass  pprreeppaarreedd  ttoo  aacccceepptt  hhiiss  tteeaacchhiinngg  aanndd  bbeeccoommee  aa  MMuussaallmmaann..  

TThhiiss  lleeggeenndd  wwoouulldd  aappppeeaarr  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  bbaasseedd  oonn  tthhee  hhiissttoorriicc  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  

mmaaddee  iittss  wwaayy  ffrroomm  tthhee  SSāāmmāānniidd  kkiinnggddoomm  iinnttoo  tthhee  nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  ccoouunnttrryy  ooff  

TTuurrkkiissttaann,,  aanndd  tthhee  eexxaammppllee  ooff  tthhee  rruulleerr  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ffoolllloowweedd  bbyy  hhiiss  

ssuubbjjeeccttss,,  ffoorr  iinn  AA..DD..  996600  aass  mmaannyy  aass  220000,,000000  tteennttss  ooff  tthhee  TTuurrkkss,,  ii..ee..  pprroobbaabbllyy  tthhee  

ggrreeaatteerr  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  BBuuggkkrrāā  KKhhāānn''ss  kkiinnggddoomm,,  pprrooffeesssseedd  tthhee  

ffaaiitthh  ooff  IIssllaamm..
22
  LLeeggeenndd  ccrreeddiittss  hhiimm  wwiitthh  mmiirraaccuulloouuss  ppoowweerrss  iinn  hhiiss  wwaarrss  aaggaaiinnsstt  

tthhee  hheeaatthheenn,,  wwhheenn  aa  ddeevvoouurriinngg  ffllaammee  wwoouulldd  iissssuuee  ffrroomm  hhiiss  mmoouutthh  aanndd  tthhee  sswwoorrdd  

tthhaatt  hhee  bbrraannddiisshheedd  wwoouulldd  bbeeccoommee  ffoorrttyy  ffeeeett  lloonngg..  BByy  tthhee  ttiimmee  hhee  hhaadd  rreeaacchheedd  tthhee  

                                                           
1
 Cahun, p. 150. 

2
 Ibn al-Athīr, vol. viii. p. 396 (11. 19-20.)    Grenard, pp. 7 sq., 42-3. 
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aaggee  ooff  nniinneettyy--ssiixx,,  tthhee  tteerrrroorr  ooff  hhiiss  sswwoorrdd  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  tthhee  

uunnbbeelliieevveerrss  ffrroomm  tthhee  bbaannkkss  ooff  tthhee  OOxxuuss  iinn  tthhee  ssoouutthh  ttoo  QQuurrāāqquurraamm  iinn  tthhee  nnoorrtthh,,  

aanndd  jjuusstt  bbeeffoorree  hhiiss  ddeeaatthh  hhee  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  lleedd  hhiiss  vviiccttoorriioouuss  aarrmmyy  iinnttoo  CChhiinnaa,,  

aanndd  sspprreeaadd  IIssllaamm  aass  ffaarr  aass  TTuurrffaann..
11
  TThhiiss  ppiiccttuurreessqquuee  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  aa  ddyynnaassttiicc  

ssttrruuggggllee  wwiitthh  tthhee  BBuuddddhhiisstt  kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  KKhhoottaann  ccrreeddiittss  tthhee  hheerroo  wwiitthh  aa  mmeeaassuurree  

ooff  ssuucccceessss  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  nnoott  rreeaallllyy  aacchhiieevveedd  uunnttiill  tthhee  ffoouurrtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy..  HHooww  

lliimmiitteedd  tthhee  ssuucccceessss  ooff  SSāāttūūqq  BBuugghhrrāā  KKhhāānn  rreeaallllyy  wwaass,,  mmaayy  bbee  jjuuddggeedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  

ffaacctt  tthhaatt  wwhheenn  hhiiss  ssuucccceessssoorrss  aammoonngg  tthhee  ĪĪlliikk--KKhhāānnss  ssoouugghhtt  iinn  11002266  ttoo  ccoonnttrraacctt  

mmaattrriimmoonniiaall  aalllliiaanncceess  wwiitthh  pprriinncceesssseess  ooff  tthhee  hhoouussee  ooff  MMaaḥḥ mmūūdd  ooff  GGhhaazznnaa,,  

MMaaḥḥ mmūūdd  rreepplliieedd  tthhaatt  hhee  wwaass  aa  MMuussaallmmaann,,  wwhhiillee  tthheeyy  wweerree  uunnbbeelliieevveerrss,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  

iitt  wwaass  nnoott  tthhee  ccuussttoomm  ttoo  ggiivvee  tthhee  ssiisstteerrss  aanndd  ddaauugghhtteerrss  ooff  MMuussaallmmaannss  iinn  mmaarrrriiaaggee  

ttoo  uunnbbeelliieevveerrss,,  bbuutt  tthhaatt,,  iiff  tthheeyy  wwoouulldd  eemmbbrraaccee  IIssllaamm,,  tthhee  mmaatttteerr  wwoouulldd  bbee  

ccoonnssiiddeerreedd..
22
  AA  ffeeww  yyeeaarrss  llaatteerr,,  iinn  11004411--11004422,,  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  TTuurrkkss  wwhhoo  wweerree  ssttiillll  

hheeaatthheenn  aanndd  lliivviinngg  iinn  TTiibbeettaann  tteerrrriittoorryy  ssoouugghhtt  ppeerrmmiissssiioonn  ffrroomm  AArrssllāānn  KKhhāānn  bb..  

QQaaddrr  KKhhāānn  ttoo  sseettttllee  iinn  hhiiss  ddoommiinniioonnss,,  hhaavviinngg  hheeaarrdd  ooff  tthhee  jjuussttiiccee  aanndd  mmiillddnneessss  

ooff  hhiiss  rruullee;;  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  aarrrriivveedd  iinn  tthhee  nneeiigghhbboouurrhhoooodd  ooff  BBāāllāāssāāgghhūūnn
33
  hhee  sseenntt  aa  

mmeessssaaggee  ttoo  tthheemm  uurrggiinngg  tthheemm  ttoo  aacccceepptt  IIssllaamm;;  bbuutt  tthheeyy  rreeffuusseedd,,  aanndd  aass  hhee  ffoouunndd  

tthheemm  ttoo  bbee  ppeeaacceeaabbllee  aanndd  oobbeeddiieenntt  ssuubbjjeeccttss,,  hhee  lleefftt  tthheemm  aalloonnee..  TThheerree  iiss  nnoo  

rreeccoorrdd  ooff  tthheeiirr  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn,,  wwhhiicchh  pprroobbaabbllyy  eennssuueedd  iinn  ccoouurrssee  ooff  ttiimmee;;  bbuutt  tthheeyy  

ccaann  hhaarrddllyy  bbee  iiddeennttiiffiieedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  ggrroouupp  ooff  tteenn  tthhoouussaanndd  tteennttss  ooff  iinnffiiddeell  TTuurrkkss  

wwhhoo  eemmbbrraacceedd  IIssllaamm  iinn  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  yyeeaarr,,  aass  tthheessee  llaatttteerr  aarree  eexxpprreessssllyy  ssttaatteedd  ttoo  

hhaavvee  hhaarrrriieedd  aanndd  pplluunnddeerreedd  tthhee  MMuussaallmmaannss  bbeeffoorree  tthheeiirr  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn..
44
  TThhee  

iinnvvaassiioonn  ooff  tthhee  QQaarrāā  KKhhiittāāyy  iinnttoo  TTuurrkkiissttaann
55
  ddeeaalltt  aa  sseevveerree  bbllooww  ttoo  tthhee  ppoowweerr  ooff  

IIssllaamm,,  aanndd  aass  llaattee  aass  tthhee  tthhiirrtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  tthhee  rreeppoorrttss  ooff  EEuurrooppeeaann  ttrraavveelllleerrss  

sshhooww  tthhaatt  tthheerree  wweerree  ssttiillll  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ggrroouuppss  ooff  BBuuddddhhiissttss,,  MMaanniicchh?? aannss  aanndd  

CChhrriissttiiaannss  iinn  tthheessee  ppaarrttss..
66
  

OOff  ssuupprreemmee  iimmppoorrttaannccee  ttoo  IIssllaamm  wwaass  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  SSaalljjūūqq  TTuurrkkss,,  

bbuutt  nnoo  rreeccoorrdd  ooff  tthheeiirr  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  rreemmaaiinnss  bbeeyyoonndd  tthhee  ssttaatteemmeenntt  tthhaatt  iinn  AA..DD..  995566  

SSaalljjūūqq  mmiiggrraatteedd  ffrroomm  TTuurrkkiissttaann  wwiitthh  hhiiss  ccllaann  ttoo  tthhee  pprroovviinnccee  ooff  BBuukkhhāārrāā,,  wwhheerree  

hhee  aanndd  hhiiss  ppeeooppllee  eenntthhuussiiaassttiiccaallllyy  eemmbbrraacceedd  IIssllaamm..
77
  TThhiiss  wwaass  tthhee  oorriiggiinn  ooff  tthhee  

ffaammoouuss  SSaalljjūūqq  TTuurrkkss,,  wwhhoossee  wwaarrss  aanndd  ccoonnqquueessttss  rreevviivveedd  tthhee  ffaaddiinngg  gglloorryy  ooff  tthhee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  aarrmmss  aanndd  uunniitteedd  iinnttoo  oonnee  eemmppiirree  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  kkiinnggddoommss  ooff  

WWeesstteerrnn  AAssiiaa..  

WWhheenn  aatt  tthhee  cclloossee  ooff  tthhee  ttwweellfftthh  cceennttuurryy,,  tthhee  SSaalljjūūqq  eemmppiirree  hhaadd  lloosstt  aallll  

                                                           
1
 Grenard, pp. 9-10. "D'une guerre d'ambition [la tradition] fait une guerre sainte, elle attribue à Satoḳ  Boghra 

Khân une conquête qui a été accomplie réellement par son douzième successeur; par une confusion absurde, elle 

donne le nom de ce dernier à l'oncle infidèle de Satoḳ . Non contente de réduire deux personnages en un seul, 

elle prête au même prince une marche sur Tourfân, c'est- à -dire contre les Ouigour, qui est en effet l'œuvre d'un 

troisième." (Id. p. 50.) 
2
 Raverty, p. 905. 

3
 This was the capital of the Khāns of Turkistan during the tenth and eleventh centuries, but the exact site is 

uncertain. 
4
 Narshakhī, pp. 234-5. 

5
 Raverty, pp. 925-7. 

6
 Grenard, p. 76. 

7
 Raverty, p. 117. 
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ppoowweerr  eexxcceepptt  iinn  AAssiiaa  MMiinnoorr,,  aanndd  wwhheenn  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  GGhhūūrrīī  wwaass  eexxtteennddiinngg  hhiiss  

eemmppiirree  ffrroomm  KKhhuurrāāssāānn  eeaassttwwaarrdd  aaccrroossss  tthhee  nnoorrtthh  ooff  IInnddiiaa,,  tthheerree  wwaass  aa  ggrreeaatt  

rreevviivvaall  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ffaaiitthh  aammoonngg  tthhee  AAffgghhāānnss  aanndd  tthheeiirr  ccoouunnttrryy  wwaass  oovveerrrruunn  bbyy  

AArraabb  pprreeaacchheerrss  aanndd  ccoonnvveerrttss  ffrroomm  IInnddiiaa,,  wwhhoo  sseett  aabboouutt  tthhee  ttaasskk  ooff  pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  

wwiitthh  rreemmaarrkkaabbllee  eenneerrggyy  aanndd  bboollddnneessss..
11
  TThhee  ttrraaddiittiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  AAffgghhāānnss  rreepprreesseenntt  

IIssllaamm  aass  hhaavviinngg  bbeeeenn  ppeeaacceeaabbllyy  iinnttrroodduucceedd  aammoonngg  tthheemm..  TThheeyy  ssaayy  tthhaatt  iinn  tthhee  

ffiirrsstt  cceennttuurryy  ooff  tthhee  HHiijjrraahh  tthheeyy  ooccccuuppiieedd  tthhee  GGhhūūrr  ccoouunnttrryy  ttoo  tthhee  eeaasstt  ooff  HHeerrāātt,,  

aanndd  tthhaatt  KKhhāālliidd  bb..  WWaallīīdd  ccaammee  ttoo  tthheemm  tthheerree  wwiitthh  tthhee  ttiiddiinnggss  ooff  IIssllaamm  aanndd  

iinnvviitteedd  tthheemm  ttoo  jjooiinn  tthhee  ssttaannddaarrdd  ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett;;  hhee  rreettuurrnneedd  ttoo  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  

aaccccoommppaanniieedd  bbyy  aa  ddeeppuuttaattiioonn  ooff  ssiixx  oorr  sseevveenn  rreepprreesseennttaattiivvee  mmeenn  ooff  tthhee  AAffgghhaann  

ppeeooppllee,,  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  ffoolllloowweerrss,,  aanndd  tthheessee,,  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  wweenntt  bbaacckk  ttoo  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  

ccoouunnttrryy,,  sseett  ttoo  wwoorrkk  ttoo  ccoonnvveerrtt  tthheeiirr  ffeellllooww--ttrriibbeessmmeenn..
22
  TThhiiss  ttrraaddiittiioonn  iiss,,  

hhoowweevveerr,,  ddeevvooiidd  ooff  aannyy  hhiissttoorriiccaall  ffoouunnddaattiioonn,,  aanndd  tthhee  eeaarrlliieesstt  aauutthheennttiicc  rreeccoorrdd  ooff  

ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ttoo  IIssllaamm  ffrroomm  aammoonngg  tthhee  AAffgghhaannss  sseeeemmss  ttoo  bbee  tthhaatt  ooff  aa  kkiinngg  ooff  

KKāābbuull  iinn  tthhee  rreeiiggnn  ooff  aall--MMaa''mmūūnn..
33
  HHiiss  ssuucccceessssoorrss,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  sseeeemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  

rreellaappsseedd  ttoo  BBuuddddhhiissmm,,  ffoorr  wwhheenn  YYaa''qqūūbb  bb..  LLaayytthh,,  tthhee  ffoouunnddeerr  ooff  tthhee  ṢṢ aaffffāārriidd  

ddyynnaassttyy,,  eexxtteennddeedd  hhiiss  ccoonnqquueessttss  aass  ffaarr  aass  KKāābbuull  iinn  887711,,  hhee  ffoouunndd  tthhee  rruulleerr  ooff  tthhee  

llaanndd  ttoo  bbee  aann  ""  iiddoollaatteerr,,""  aanndd  KKāābbuull  nnooww  bbeeccaammee  rreeaallllyy  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ffoorr  tthhee  

ffiirrsstt  ttiimmee,,  tthhee  AAffgghhaannss  pprroobbaabbllyy  bbeeiinngg  qquuiittee  wwiilllliinngg  ttoo  ttaakkee  sseerrvviiccee  iinn  tthhee  aarrmmyy  

ooff  ssoo  rreeddoouubbttaabbllee  aa  ccoonnqquueerroorr  aass  YYaa''qqūūbb  bb..  LLaayytthh,,
44
  bbuutt  iitt  wwaass  nnoott  uunnttiill  aafftteerr  tthhee  

ccoonnqquueessttss  ooff  SSaabbaakkttiiggīīnn  aanndd  MMaahhmmūūdd  ooff  GGhhaazznnaa  tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  bbeeccaammee  eessttaabblliisshheedd  

tthhrroouugghhoouutt  AAffgghhaanniissttaann..  
OOff  tthhee  ffuurrtthheerr  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  PPeerrssiiaa  aanndd  CCeennttrraall  AAssiiaa  ssoommee  ddeettaaiillss  wwiillll  bbee  

ffoouunndd  iinn  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  cchhaapptteerr..        

                                                           
1
 Bellew, p. 96. 

2
 Id. pp. 15-16. 

3
 Balādhurī, p. 402. 

4
 August Müller, vol. ii. p. 29. 
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CCHHAAPPTTEERR    VVIIIIII..  

  

TTHHEE    SSPPRREEAADD    OOFF    IISSLLAAMM    AAMMOONNGG    TTHHEE    MMOONNGGOOLLSS  AANNDD    TTAATTAARRSS..  

  

TThheerree  iiss  nnoo  eevveenntt  iinn  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  IIssllaamm  tthhaatt  ffoorr  tteerrrroorr  aanndd  ddeessoollaattiioonn  ccaann  

bbee  ccoommppaarreedd  ttoo  tthhee  MMoonnggooll  ccoonnqquueesstt..  LLiikkee  aann  aavvaallaanncchhee,,  tthhee  hhoossttss  ooff  CChhiinnggīīzz  

KKhhāānn  sswweepptt  oovveerr  tthhee  cceennttrreess  ooff  MMuusslliimm  ccuullttuurree  aanndd  cciivviilliissaattiioonn,,  lleeaavviinngg  bbeehhiinndd  

tthheemm  bbaarree  ddeesseerrttss  aanndd  sshhaappeelleessss  rruuiinnss  wwhheerree  bbeeffoorree  hhaadd  ssttoooodd  tthhee  ppaallaacceess  ooff  

ssttaatteellyy  cciittiieess,,  ggiirrtt  aabboouutt  wwiitthh  ggaarrddeennss  aanndd  ffrruuiittffuull  ccoorrnn--llaanndd..  WWhheenn  tthhee  MMoonnggooll  

aarrmmyy  hhaadd  mmaarrcchheedd  oouutt  ooff  tthhee  cciittyy  ooff  HHeerrāātt,,  aa  mmiisseerraabbllee  rreemmnnaanntt  ooff  ffoorrttyy  ppeerrssoonnss  

ccrreepptt  oouutt  ooff  tthheeiirr  hhiiddiinngg--ppllaacceess  aanndd  ggaazzeedd  hhoorrrroorr--ssttrriicckkeenn  oonn  tthhee  rruuiinnss  ooff  tthheeiirr  

bbeeaauuttiiffuull  cciittyy——aallll  tthhaatt  wweerree  lleefftt  oouutt  ooff  aa  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  oovveerr  110000,,000000..  IInn  

BBuukkhhāārrāā,,  ssoo  ffaammeedd  ffoorr  iittss  mmeenn  ooff  ppiieettyy  aanndd  lleeaarrnniinngg,,  tthhee  MMoonnggoollss  ssttaabblleedd  tthheeiirr  

hhoorrsseess  iinn  tthhee  ssaaccrreedd  pprreecciinnccttss  ooff  tthhee  mmoossqquueess  aanndd  ttoorree  uupp  tthhee  QQuurr''āānnss  ttoo  sseerrvvee  aass  

lliitttteerr;;  tthhoossee  ooff  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  wwhhoo  wweerree  nnoott  bbuuttcchheerreedd  wweerree  ccaarrrriieedd  aawwaayy  iinnttoo  

ccaappttiivviittyy  aanndd  tthheeiirr  cciittyy  rreedduucceedd  ttoo  aasshheess..  SSuucchh  ttoooo  wwaass  tthhee  ffaattee  ooff  SSaammaarrqqaanndd,,  

BBaallkkhh  aanndd  mmaannyy  aannootthheerr  cciittyy  ooff  CCeennttrraall  AAssiiaa,,  wwhhiicchh  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  tthhee  gglloorriieess  ooff  

IIssllaammiicc  cciivviilliissaattiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  ddwweelllliinngg--ppllaacceess  ooff  hhoollyy  mmeenn  aanndd  tthhee  sseeaattss  ooff  ssoouunndd  

lleeaarrnniinngg  ——ssuucchh  ttoooo  tthhee  ffaattee  ooff  BBaagghhddāādd  tthhaatt  ffoorr  cceennttuurriieess  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  tthhee  ccaappiittaall  ooff  

tthhee  ''AAbbbbāāssiidd  ddyynnaassttyy..  

WWeellll  mmiigghhtt  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  hhiissttoorriiaann  sshhuuddddeerr  ttoo  rreellaattee  ssuucchh  hhoorrrroorrss;;  

wwhheenn  IIbbnn  aall--AAtthhīīrr  ccoommeess  ttoo  ddeessccrriibbee  tthhee  iinnrrooaaddss  ooff  tthhee  MMoonnggoollss  iinnttoo  tthhee  

ccoouunnttrriieess  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  ""  ffoorr  mmaannyy  yyeeaarrss,,""  hhee  tteellllss  uuss,,  ""  II  sshhrraannkk  ffrroomm  ggiivviinngg  aa  rreecciittaall  

ooff  tthheessee  eevveennttss  oonn  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  tthheeiirr  mmaaggnniittuuddee  aanndd  mmyy  aabbhhoorrrreennccee..  EEvveenn  nnooww  II  

ccoommee  rreelluuccttaanntt  ttoo  tthhee  ttaasskk,,  ffoorr  wwhhoo  wwoouulldd  ddeeeemm  iitt  aa  lliigghhtt  tthhiinngg  ttoo  ssiinngg  tthhee  ddeeaatthh--

ssoonngg  ooff  IIssllaamm  aanndd  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss,,  oorr  ffiinndd  iitt  eeaassyy  ttoo  tteellll  tthhiiss  ttaallee  ??  OO  tthhaatt  mmyy  

mmootthheerr  hhaadd  nnoott  ggiivveenn  mmee  bbiirrtthh  !!  ''  OOhh  wwoouulldd  tthhaatt  II  hhaadd  ddiieedd  eerree  tthhiiss,,  aanndd  bbeeeenn  aa  

tthhiinngg  ffoorrggootttteenn,,  ffoorrggootttteenn  qquuiittee  !!''
11
    MMaannyy  ffrriieennddss  hhaavvee  uurrggeedd  mmee  aanndd  ssttiillll  II  ssttoooodd  

iirrrreessoolluuttee;;  bbuutt  II  ssaaww  tthhaatt  iitt  wwaass  ooff  nnoo  pprrooffiitt  ttoo  ffoorreeggoo  tthhee  ttaasskk  aanndd  ssoo  II  tthhuuss  

rreessuummee..  II  sshhaallll  hhaavvee  ttoo  ddeessccrriibbee  eevveennttss  ssoo  tteerrrriibbllee  aanndd  ccaallaammiittiieess  ssoo  ssttuuppeennddoouuss  

tthhaatt  nneeiitthheerr  ddaayy  nnoorr  nniigghhtt  hhaavvee  eevveerr  bbrroouugghhtt  ffoorrtthh  tthhee  lliikkee;;  tthheeyy  ffeellll  oonn  aallll  

nnaattiioonnss,,  bbuutt  oonn  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  mmoorree  tthhaann  aallll;;  aanndd  wweerree  oonnee  ttoo  ssaayy  tthhaatt  ssiinnccee  GGoodd  

ccrreeaatteedd  AAddaamm  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  hhaass  nnoott  sseeeenn  tthhee  lliikkee,,  hhee  wwoouulldd  bbuutt  tteellll  tthhee  ttrruutthh,,  ffoorr  

hhiissttoorryy  hhaass  nnootthhiinngg  ttoo  rreellaattee  tthhaatt  aatt  aallll  aapppprrooaacchheess  iitt..  AAmmoonngg  tthhee  ggrreeaatteesstt  

ccaallaammiittiieess  iinn  hhiissttoorryy  iiss  tthhee  ssllaauugghhtteerr  tthhaatt  NNeebbuucchhaaddnneezzzzaarr  wwrroouugghhtt  aammoonngg  tthhee  

cchhiillddrreenn  ooff  IIssrraaeell  aanndd  hhiiss  ddeessttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  TTeemmppllee;;  bbuutt  wwhhaatt  iiss  JJeerruussaalleemm  iinn  

ccoommppaarriissoonn  ttoo  tthhee  ccoouunnttrriieess  tthhaatt  tthheessee  aaccccuurrsseedd  oonneess  llaaiidd  wwaassttee,,  eevveerryy  ttoowwnn  ooff  

wwhhiicchh  wwaass  ffaarr  ggrreeaatteerr  tthhaann  JJeerruussaalleemm,,  aanndd  wwhhaatt  wweerree  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  ooff  IIssrraaeell  iinn  

ccoommppaarriissoonn  ttoo  tthhoossee  tthheeyy  sslleeww,,  ssiinnccee  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  cciittiieess  tthheeyy  

ddeessttrrooyyeedd  wweerree  ggrreeaatteerr  iinn  nnuummbbeerrss  tthhaann  aallll  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  ooff  IIssrraaeell  ??  LLeett  uuss  hhooppee  
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tthhaatt  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  mmaayy  nneevveerr  sseeee  tthhee  lliikkee  aaggaaiinn..""
11
  BBuutt  IIssllaamm  wwaass  ttoo  rriissee  aaggaaiinn  ffrroomm  

tthhee  aasshheess  ooff  iittss  ffoorrmmeerr  ggrraannddeeuurr  aanndd  tthhrroouugghh  iittss  pprreeaacchheerrss  wwiinn  oovveerr  tthheessee  ssaavvaaggee  

ccoonnqquueerroorrss  ttoo  tthhee  aacccceeppttaannccee  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh..  TThhiiss  wwaass  aa  ttaasskk  ffoorr  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  

eenneerrggiieess  ooff  IIssllaamm  tthhaatt  wwaass  rreennddeerreedd  mmoorree  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  ffrroomm  tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  tthheerree  wweerree  

ttwwoo  ppoowweerrffuull  ccoommppeettiittoorrss  iinn  tthhee  ffiieelldd..  TThhee  ssppeeccttaaccllee  ooff  BBuuddddhhiissmm,,  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  

aanndd  IIssllaamm  eemmuulloouussllyy  ssttrriivviinngg  ttoo  wwiinn  tthhee  aalllleeggiiaannccee  ooff  tthhee  ffiieerrccee  ccoonnqquueerroorrss  tthhaatt  

hhaadd  sseett  tthheeiirr  ffeeeett  oonn  tthhee  nneecckkss  ooff  aaddhheerreennttss  ooff  tthheessee  ggrreeaatt  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  rreelliiggiioonnss,,  iiss  

oonnee  tthhaatt  iiss  wwiitthhoouutt  ppaarraalllleell  iinn  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd..  

BBeeffoorree  eenntteerriinngg  oonn  aa  rreecciittaall  ooff  tthhiiss  ssttrruuggggllee,,  iitt  wwiillll  bbee  wweellll  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  tthhee  

ccoommpprreehheennssiioonn  ooff  wwhhaatt  iiss  ttoo  ffoollllooww  bbrriieeffllyy  ttoo  ggllaannccee  aatt  tthhee  ppaarrttiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

MMoonnggooll  eemmppiirree  aafftteerr  tthhee  ddeeaatthh  ooff  CChhiinnggīīzz  KKhhāānn,,  wwhheenn  iitt  wwaass  sspplliitt  uupp  iinnttoo  ffoouurr  

sseeccttiioonnss  aanndd  ddiivviiddeedd  aammoonngg  hhiiss  ssoonnss..  HHiiss  tthhiirrdd  ssoonn,,  OOggoottāāyy,,  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  hhiiss  ffaatthheerr  

aass  KKhhāāqqāānn  aanndd  rreecceeiivveedd  aass  hhiiss  sshhaarree  tthhee  eeaasstteerrnn  ppoorrttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  eemmppiirree,,  iinn  wwhhiicchh  

QQūūbbīīllāāyy  aafftteerrwwaarrddss  iinncclluuddeedd  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ooff  CChhiinnaa..  CChhaagghhaattāāyy  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  ssoonn  ttooookk  

tthhee  mmiiddddllee  kkiinnggddoomm..  BBāāttūū,,  tthhee  ssoonn  ooff  hhiiss  ffiirrsstt--bboorrnn  JJūūjjīī,,  rruulleedd  tthhee  wweesstteerrnn  

ppoorrttiioonn  aass  KKhhāānn  ooff  tthhee  GGoollddeenn  HHoorrddee;;  TTuullūūyy  tthhee  ffoouurrtthh  ssoonn  ttooookk  PPeerrssiiaa,,  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  

HHūūllāāggūū,,  wwhhoo  ffoouunnddeedd  tthhee  ddyynnaassttyy  ooff  tthhee  ĪĪllkkhhāānnss,,  aaddddeedd  aa  ggrreeaatt  ppaarrtt  ooff  AAssiiaa  

MMiinnoorr..  

TThhee  pprriimmiittiivvee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  tthhee  MMoonnggoollss  wwaass  SShhaammaanniissmm,,  wwhhiicchh  wwhhiillee  

rreeccooggnniissiinngg  aa  ssuupprreemmee  GGoodd,,  ooffffeerreedd  nnoo  pprraayyeerrss  ttoo  HHiimm,,  bbuutt  wwoorrsshhiippppeedd  aa  

nnuummbbeerr  ooff  iinnffeerriioorr  ddiivviinniittiieess,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  tthhee  eevviill  ssppiirriittss  wwhhoossee  ppoowweerrss  ffoorr  hhaarrmm  

hhaadd  ttoo  bbee  ddeepprreeccaatteedd  bbyy  mmeeaannss  ooff  ssaaccrriiffiicceess,,  aanndd  tthhee  ssoouullss  ooff  aanncceessttoorrss  wwhhoo  wweerree  

ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ttoo  eexxeerrcciissee  aann  iinnfflluueennccee  oonn  tthhee  lliivveess  ooff  tthheeiirr  ddeesscceennddaannttss..  TToo  

pprrooppiittiiaattee  tthheessee  ppoowweerrss  ooff  tthhee  hheeaavveenn  aanndd  ooff  tthhee  lloowweerr  wwoorrlldd,,  rreeccoouurrssee  wwaass  hhaadd  

ttoo  tthhee  SShhaammaannss,,  wwiizzaarrddss  oorr  mmeeddiicciinnee--mmeenn,,  wwhhoo  wweerree  ccrreeddiitteedd  wwiitthh  ppoosssseessssiinngg  

mmyysstteerriioouuss  iinnfflluueennccee  oovveerr  tthhee  eelleemmeennttss  aanndd  tthhee  ssppiirriittss  ooff  tthhee  ddeeppaarrtteedd..  TThheeiirr  

rreelliiggiioonn  wwaass  nnoott  oonnee  tthhaatt  wwaass  ccaallccuullaatteedd  ttoo  wwiitthhssttaanndd  lloonngg  tthhee  eeffffoorrttss  ooff  aa  

pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  ffaaiitthh,,  ppoosssseesssseedd  ooff  aa  ssyysstteemmaattiicc  tthheeoollooggyy  ccaappaabbllee  ooff  ssaattiissffyyiinngg  tthhee  

ddeemmaannddss  ooff  tthhee  rreeaassoonn  aanndd  aann  oorrggaanniisseedd  bbooddyy  ooff  rreelliiggiioouuss  tteeaacchheerrss,,  wwhheenn  oonnccee  

tthhee  MMoonnggoollss  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  bbrroouugghhtt  iinnttoo  ccoonnttaacctt  wwiitthh  cciivviilliisseedd  rraacceess,,  hhaadd  rreessppoonnddeedd  

ttoo  tthheeiirr  cciivviilliissiinngg  iinnfflluueenncceess  aanndd  bbeegguunn  ttoo  ppaassss  oouutt  ooff  tthheeiirr  nnoommaaddiicc  bbaarrbbaarriissmm..  IItt  

ssoo  hhaappppeenneedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  cciivviilliisseedd  rraacceess  wwiitthh  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  ccoonnqquueesstt  ooff  tthhee  MMoonnggoollss  

bbrroouugghhtt  tthheemm  iinn  ccoonnttaacctt  ccoommpprriisseedd  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  BBuuddddhhiissttss,,  CChhrriissttiiaannss  aanndd  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss,,  aanndd  tthhee  aaddhheerreennttss  ooff  tthheessee  tthhrreeee  ggrreeaatt  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  ffaaiitthhss  eenntteerreedd  

iinnttoo  rriivvaallrryy  wwiitthh  oonnee  aannootthheerr  ffoorr  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthheeiirr  ccoonnqquueerroorrss..  WWhheenn  nnoott  

ccaarrrriieedd  aawwaayy  bbyy  tthhee  ffuurriioouuss  mmaaddnneessss  ffoorr  ddeessttrruuccttiioonn  aanndd  iinnssuulltt  tthhaatt  uussuuaallllyy  

cchhaarraacctteerriisseedd  tthheeiirr  ccaammppaaiiggnnss,,  tthhee  SShhaammaanniisstt  MMoonnggoollss  sshhoowweedd  tthheemmsseellvveess  

rreemmaarrkkaabbllyy  ttoolleerraanntt  ooff  ootthheerr  rreelliiggiioonnss,,  wwhhoossee  pprriieessttss  wweerree  eexxeemmpptteedd  ffrroomm  

ttaaxxaattiioonn  aanndd  aalllloowweedd  ppeerrffeecctt  ffrreeeeddoomm  ooff  wwoorrsshhiipp..  BBuuddddhhiisstt  pprriieessttss  hheelldd  ccoonn--

ttrroovveerrssiieess  wwiitthh  tthhee  SShhaammaannss  iinn  tthhee  pprreesseennccee  ooff  CChhiinnggīīzz  KKhhaann;;  aanndd  aatt  tthhee  ccoouurrttss  

ooff  MMaannggūū  KKhhāānn  aanndd  QQūūbbīīllāāyy  tthhee  BBuuddddhhiisstt  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaann  pprriieessttss  aanndd  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  
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IImmāāmmss  aalliikkee  eennjjooyyeedd  tthhee  ppaattrroonnaaggee  ooff  tthhee  MMoonnggooll  pprriinnccee..
11
  IInn  tthhee  rreeiiggnn  ooff  tthhee  

llaatttteerr  mmoonnaarrcchh  tthhee  MMoonnggoollss  iinn  CChhiinnaa  bbeeggaann  ttoo  yyiieelldd  ttoo  tthhee  ppoowweerrffuull  iinnfflluueenncceess  

ooff  tthhee  ssuurrrroouunnddiinngg  BBuuddddhhiissmm,,  aanndd  bbyy  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  ffoouurrtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  tthhee  

BBuuddddhhiisstt  ffaaiitthh  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  ggaaiinneedd  aa  ccoommpplleettee  aasscceennddaannccyy  oovveerr  tthheemm..
22
  IItt  wwaass  

tthhee  LLaammaass  ooff  TTiibbeett  wwhhoo  sshhoowweedd  tthheemmsseellvveess  mmoosstt  zzeeaalloouuss  iinn  tthhiiss  wwoorrkk  ooff  

ccoonnvveerrssiioonn,,  aanndd  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  MMoonnggoolliiaa  ttoo  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddaayy  cclliinngg  ttoo  tthhee  ssaammee  

ffaaiitthh,,  aass  ddoo  tthhee  KKaallmmuukkss  wwhhoo  mmiiggrraatteedd  ttoo  RRuussssiiaa  iinn  tthhee  sseevveenntteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy..  

AAlltthhoouugghh  BBuuddddhhiissmm  mmaaddee  iittsseellff  ffiinnaallllyy  ssuupprreemmee  iinn  tthhee  eeaasstteerrnn  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  

eemmppiirree,,  aatt  ffiirrsstt  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  CChhuurrcchh  wwaass  bbyy  nnoo  mmeeaannss  

iinnccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  aanndd  ggrreeaatt  hhooppeess  wweerree  eenntteerrttaaiinneedd  ooff  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

MMoonnggoollss..  TThhee  NNeessttoorriiaann  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  iinn  tthhee  sseevveenntthh  cceennttuurryy  hhaadd  ccaarrrriieedd  tthhee  

kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh  ffrroomm  wweesstt  ttoo  eeaasstt  aaccrroossss  AAssiiaa  aass  ffaarr  aass  tthhee  nnoorrtthh  

ooff  CChhiinnaa,,  aanndd  ssccaatttteerreedd  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  wweerree  ssttiillll  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  iinn  tthhee  tthhiirrtteeeenntthh  

cceennttuurryy..  TThhee  ffaammoouuss  PPrreesstteerr  JJoohhnn,,  aarroouunndd  wwhhoossee  nnaammee  cclluusstteerr  ssoo  mmaannyy  lleeggeennddss  

ooff  tthhee  MMiiddddllee  AAggeess,,  iiss  ssuuppppoosseedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  tthhee  cchhiieeff  ooff  tthhee  KKaarraa??ttss,,  aa  

CChhrriissttiiaann  TTaarrttaarr  ttrriibbee  lliivviinngg  ttoo  tthhee  ssoouutthh  ooff  LLaakkee  BBaaiikkaall..  WWhheenn  tthhiiss  ttrriibbee  wwaass  

ccoonnqquueerreedd  bbyy  CChhiinnggīīzz  KKhhāānn,,  hhee  mmaarrrriieedd  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ddaauugghhtteerrss  ooff  tthhee  tthheenn  cchhiieeff  ooff  

tthhee  ttrriibbee,,  wwhhiillee  hhiiss  ssoonn  OOggoottāāyy  ttooookk  aa  wwiiffee  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssaammee  ffaammiillyy..  OOggoottāāyy''ss  ssoonn,,  

KKuuyyūūkk,,  aalltthhoouugghh  hhee  ddiidd  nnoott  hhiimmsseellff  bbeeccoommee  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann,,  sshhoowweedd  ggrreeaatt  ffaavvoouurr  

ttoowwaarrddss  tthhiiss  ffaaiitthh,,  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  hhiiss  cchhiieeff  mmiinniisstteerr  aanndd  oonnee  ooff  hhiiss  sseeccrreettaarriieess  

bbeelloonnggeedd..  TThhee  NNeessttoorriiaann  pprriieessttss  wweerree  hheelldd  iinn  hhiigghh  ffaavvoouurr  aatt  hhiiss  ccoouurrtt  aanndd  hhee  

rreecceeiivveedd  aann  eemmbbaassssyy  ffrroomm  PPooppee  IInnnnoocceenntt  IIVV..
33
  TThhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppoowweerrss  bbootthh  ooff  tthhee  

EEaasstt  aanndd  tthhee  WWeesstt  llooookkeedd  ttoo  tthhee  MMoonnggoollss  ttoo  aassssiisstt  tthheemm  iinn  tthheeiirr  wwaarrss  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  

MMuussaallmmaannss..  IItt  wwaass  HHaayyttoonn,,  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  KKiinngg  ooff  AArrmmeenniiaa,,  wwhhoo  wwaass  mmaaiinnllyy  

iinnssttrruummeennttaall  iinn  ppeerrssuuaaddiinngg  MMaannggūū  KKhhāānn  ttoo  ddeessppaattcchh  tthhee  eexxppeeddiittiioonn  tthhaatt  ssaacckkeedd  

BBaagghhddāādd  uunnddeerr  tthhee  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  ooff  HHūūllāāggūū,,
44
  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  wwhhoossee  CChhrriissttiiaann  wwiiffee  

lleedd  hhiimm  ttoo  sshhooww  mmuucchh  ffaavvoouurr  ttoo  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  aanndd  eessppeecciiaallllyy  ttoo  tthhee  NNeessttoorriiaannss..  

MMaannyy  ooff  tthhee  MMoonnggoollss  wwhhoo  ooccccuuppiieedd  tthhee  ccoouunnttrriieess  ooff  AArrmmeenniiaa  aanndd  GGeeoorrggiiaa  wweerree  

ccoonnvveerrtteedd  bbyy  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ooff  tthheessee  ccoouunnttrriieess  aanndd  rreecceeiivveedd  bbaappttiissmm..
55
  TThhee  

mmaarrvveelllloouuss  ttaalleess  ooff  tthhee  ggrreeaattnneessss  aanndd  mmaaggnniiffiicceennccee  ooff  PPrreesstteerr  JJoohhnn,,  tthhaatt  ffiirreedd  tthhee  

iimmaaggiinnaattiioonn  ooff  mmeeddiiaaeevvaall  EEuurrooppee,,  hhaadd  ggiivveenn  rriissee  ttoo  aa  bbeelliieeff  tthhaatt  tthhee  MMoonnggoollss  

wweerree  CChhrriissttiiaannss——aa  bbeelliieeff  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  ffuurrtthheerr  ssttrreennggtthheenneedd  bbyy  tthhee  ffaallssee  rreeppoorrttss  

tthhaatt  rreeaacchheedd  EEuurrooppee  ooff  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  vvaarriioouuss  MMoonnggooll  pprriinncceess  aanndd  tthheeiirr  zzeeaall  

ffoorr  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ccaauussee..  IItt  wwaass  uunnddeerr  tthhiiss  ddeelluussiioonn  tthhaatt  SStt..  LLoouuiiss  sseenntt  aann  

aammbbaassssaaddoorr,,  WWiilllliiaamm  ooff  RRuubbrruucckk,,  ttoo  eexxhhoorrtt  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  KKhhāāqqāānn  ttoo  ppeerrsseevveerree  iinn  hhiiss  

ssuuppppoosseedd  eeffffoorrttss  ffoorr  tthhee  sspprreeaadd  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh..  BBuutt  tthheessee  rreeppoorrttss  wweerree  

ssoooonn  ddiissccoovveerreedd  ttoo  bbee  wwiitthhoouutt  aannyy  ffoouunnddaattiioonn  iinn  ffaacctt,,  tthhoouugghh  WWiilllliiaamm  ooff  

RRuubbrruucckk  ffoouunndd  tthhaatt  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  rreelliiggiioonn  wwaass  ffrreeeellyy  ttoolleerraatteedd  aatt  tthhee  ccoouurrtt  ooff  

MMaannggūū  KKhhāānn,,  aanndd  tthhee  aaddhheessiioonn  ooff  ssoommee  ffeeww  MMoonnggoollss  ttoo  tthhiiss  ffaaiitthh  mmaaddee  tthhee  
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CChhrriissttiiaann  pprriieessttss  hhooppeeffuull  ooff  ssttiillll  ffuurrtthheerr  ccoonnqquueessttss..  BBuutt  ssoo  lloonngg  aass  LLaattiinnss,,  GGrreeeekkss,,  

NNeessttoorriiaannss  aanndd  AArrmmeenniiaannss  ccaarrrriieedd  tthheeiirr  tthheeoollooggiiccaall  ddiiffffeerreenncceess  iinnttoo  tthhee  vveerryy  

mmiiddsstt  ooff  tthhee  MMoonnggooll  ccaammpp,,  tthheerree  wwaass  vveerryy  lliittttllee  hhooppee  ooff  mmuucchh  pprrooggrreessss  bbeeiinngg  

mmaaddee,,  aanndd  iitt  iiss  pprroobbaabbllyy  tthhiiss  vveerryy  wwaanntt  ooff  uunniioonn  aammoonngg  tthhee  pprreeaacchheerrss  ooff  

CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  tthhaatt  ccaauusseedd  tthheeiirr  eeffffoorrttss  ttoo  mmeeeett  wwiitthh  ssoo  lliittttllee  ssuucccceessss  aammoonngg  tthhee  

MMoonnggoollss;;  ssoo  tthhaatt  wwhhiillee  tthheeyy  wweerree  ffiigghhttiinngg  aammoonngg  oonnee  aannootthheerr,,  BBuuddddhhiissmm  aanndd  

IIssllaamm  wweerree  ggaaiinniinngg  aa  ffiirrmm  ffoooottiinngg  ffoorr  tthheemmsseellvveess..  TThhee  hhaauugghhttyy  pprreetteennssiioonnss  ooff  

tthhee  RRoommaann  PPoonnttiiffff  ssoooonn  ccaauusseedd  tthhee  pprroouudd  ccoonnqquueerroorrss  ooff  hhaallff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  ttoo  

wwiitthhddrraaww  ffrroomm  hhiiss  eemmiissssaarriieess  wwhhaatt  lliittttllee  ffaavvoouurr  tthheeyy  mmiigghhtt  aatt  ffiirrsstt  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  

iinncclliinneedd  ttoo  sshhooww,,  aanndd  mmaannyy  ootthheerr  cciirrccuummssttaanncceess  ccoonnttrriibbuutteedd  ttoo  tthhee  ffaaiilluurree  ooff  tthhee  

RRoommaann  mmiissssiioonn..
11
  

AAss  ffoorr  tthhee  NNeessttoorriiaannss,,  wwhhoo  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ffiirrsstt  iinn  tthhee  ffiieelldd,,  tthheeyy  aappppeeaarr  ttoo  hhaavvee  

bbeeeenn  ttoooo  ddeeggrraaddeedd  aanndd  aappaatthheettiicc  ttoo  ttaakkee  mmuucchh  aaddvvaannttaaggee  ooff  tthheeiirr  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess..  

OOff  tthhee  NNeessttoorriiaannss  iinn  CChhiinnaa,,  WWiilllliiaamm  ooff  RRuubbrruucckk
22
  ssaayyss  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  wweerree  vveerryy  

iiggnnoorraanntt  aanndd  ccoouulldd  nnoott  eevveenn  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  tthheeiirr  sseerrvviiccee  bbooookkss,,  wwhhiicchh  wweerree  wwrriitttteenn  

iinn  SSyyrriiaacc..  HHee  aaccccuusseess  tthheemm  ooff  ddrruunnkkeennnneessss,,  ppoollyyggaammyy  aanndd  ccoovveettoouussnneessss,,  aanndd  

mmaakkeess  aann  uunnffaavvoouurraabbllee  ccoommppaarriissoonn  bbeettwweeeenn  tthheeiirr  lliivveess  aanndd  tthhoossee  ooff  tthhee  

BBuuddddhhiisstt  pprriieessttss..  TThheeiirr  bbiisshhoopp  ppaaiidd  tthheemm  vveerryy  rraarree  vviissiittss——ssoommeettiimmeess  oonnllyy  oonnccee  

iinn  ffiiffttyy  yyeeaarrss  ::  oonn  ssuucchh  ooccccaassiioonnss  hhee  wwoouulldd  oorrddaaiinn  aallll  tthhee  mmaallee  cchhiillddrreenn,,  eevveenn  tthhee  

bbaabbiieess  iinn  tthheeiirr  ccrraaddlleess..  TThhee  pprriieessttss  wweerree  eeaatteenn  uupp  wwiitthh  ssiimmoonnyy,,  mmaaddee  aa  ttrraaffffiicc  ooff  

tthhee  ssaaccrreedd  rriitteess  ooff  tthheeiirr  CChhuurrcchh  aanndd  ccoonncceerrnneedd  tthheemmsseellvveess  mmoorree  wwiitthh  mmoonneeyy--

mmaakkiinngg  tthhaann  wwiitthh  tthhee  pprrooppaaggaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh..
33
  

IInn  tthhee  wweesstteerrnn  ppaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  MMoonnggooll  eemmppiirree,,  wwhheerree  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  llooookkeedd  ttoo  

tthhee  nneewwllyy--rriisseenn  ppoowweerr  ttoo  hheellpp  tthheemm  iinn  tthheeiirr  wwaarrss  wwiitthh  tthhee  MMuussaallmmaannss  aanndd  ttoo  

sseeccuurree  ffoorr  tthheemm  tthhee  ppoosssseessssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  HHoollyy  LLaanndd,,  tthhee  aalllliiaannccee  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaannss  aanndd  tthhee  ĪĪllkkhhāānnss  ooff  PPeerrssiiaa  wwaass  sshhoorrtt--lliivveedd,,  aass  tthhee  vviiccttoorriieess  ooff  BBaayybbaarrss,,  

tthhee  MMaammllūūkk  SSuullttaann  ooff  EEggyypptt  ((11226600——11227777))  aanndd  hhiiss  aalllliiaannccee  wwiitthh  BBaarraakkaa  KKhhāānn,,  

ggaavvee  tthhee  ĪĪllkkhhāānnss  qquuiittee  eennoouugghh  ttoo  ddoo  ttoo  llooookk  aafftteerr  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  iinntteerreessttss..  TThhee  

eexxcceesssseess  tthhaatt  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ooff  DDaammaassccuuss  aanndd  ootthheerr  cciittiieess  ccoommmmiitttteedd  dduurriinngg  tthhee  

bbrriieeff  ppeerriioodd  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  eennjjooyyeedd  tthhee  ffaavvoouurr  ooff  tthhiiss  MMoonnggooll  ddyynnaassttyy  ooff  PPeerrssiiaa,,  

ddiidd  mmuucchh  ttoo  ddiissccrreeddiitt  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  nnaammee  iinn  WWeesstteerrnn  AAssiiaa..
44
  

IInn  tthhee  ccoouurrssee  ooff  tthhee  ssttrruuggggllee,,  tthhee  aaddhheerreennttss  ooff  eeiitthheerr  ffaaiitthh  wweerree  aatt  ttiimmeess  

gguuiillttyy  ooff  mmuucchh  bbrruuttaalliittyy..  OOnnee  eexxaammppllee  mmaayy  bbee  ttaakkeenn  ffrroomm  tthhee  mmiiddddllee  ooff  tthhee  

tthhiirrtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  aass  ttoolldd  bbyy  aall--JJūūzzjjāānnīī,,  wwhhoo  ccllaaiimmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  hheeaarrdd  tthhee  ssttoorryy,,  

wwhhiillee  iinn  DDeellhhii,,  ffrroomm  tthhee  lliippss  ooff  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  SSaayyyyiidd  AAsshhrraaff  aall--DDīīnn  wwhhoo  hhaadd  ccoommee  

tthheerree  ffrroomm  SSaammaarrqqaanndd..  ""TThhee  eemmiinneenntt  SSaayyyyiidd  tthhuuss  rreellaatteedd,,  tthhaatt  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriiss--

ttiiaannss  ooff  SSaammaarrqqaanndd  aattttaaiinneedd  uunnttoo  tthhee  ffeelliicciittyy  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  aanndd  tthhee  MMuussaallmmaannss  ooff  

                                                           
1
 C. d'Ohsson, tome ii. Pp. 226-7.    Cahun, p. 408 sq. 

22  OOff  tthhiiss  wwrriitteerr  YYuullee  ssaayyss,,  ""  HHee  ggiivveess  aann  uunnffaavvoouurraabbllee  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  tthhee  lliitteerraattuurree  aanndd  mmoorraallss  ooff  tthheeiirr  cclleerrggyy,,  wwhhiicchh  

ddeesseerrvveess  mmoorree  wweeiigghhtt  tthhaann  ssuucchh  ssttaatteemmeennttss  rreeggaarrddiinngg  tthhoossee  llooookkeedd  uuppoonn  aass  sscchhiissmmaattiiccss  ggeenneerraallllyy  ddoo;;  ffoorr  tthhee  

nnaarrrraattiivvee  ooff  RRuubbrruuqquuiiss  ggiivveess  oonnee  tthhee  iimmpprreessssiioonn ooff  bbeeiinngg  wwrriitttteenn  bbyy  aa  tthhoorroouugghhllyy  hhoonneesstt  aanndd  iinntteelllliiggeenntt  ppeerrssoonn..  

((CCaatthhaayy  aanndd  tthhee  WWaayy  TThhiitthheerr,,  vvooll..  ii..  pp..  xxccvviiiiii..)) 
3
 William of Rubruck, pp. 158-9. 

4
 Maqrīzī (2), tome i. 1

re
 partie, pp. 98, 106. 
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SSaammaarrqqaanndd,,  wwhhoo  aarree  ssttaauunncchh  iinn  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh,,  ppaaiidd  hhiimm  ggrreeaatt  hhoonnoouurr  aanndd  rreevveerreennccee,,  

aanndd  ccoonnffeerrrreedd  ggrreeaatt  bbeenneeffiittss  uuppoonn  hhiimm..  UUnneexxppeecctteeddllyy,,  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  hhaauugghhttyy  

MMoonnggooll  iinnffiiddeellss  ooff  CChhiinnaa,,  wwhhoo  ppoosssseesssseedd  ppoowweerr  aanndd  iinnfflluueennccee,,  aanndd  tthhee  

iinncclliinnaattiioonnss  ooff  wwhhiicchh  aaccccuurrsseedd  oonnee  wweerree  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh,,  aarrrriivveedd  aatt  

SSaammaarrqqaanndd..  TThhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ooff  tthhaatt  cciittyy  rreeppaaiirreedd  ttoo  tthhaatt  MMoonnggooll,,  aanndd  ccoommppllaaiinneedd  

ssaayyiinngg::  ''  TThhee  MMuussaallmmaannss  aarree  eennjjooiinniinngg  oouurr  cchhiillddrreenn  ttoo  ttuurrnn  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  ffrroomm  sseerrvviinngg  JJeessuuss——oonn  wwhhoomm  bbee  ppeeaaccee——aanndd  ccaalllliinngg  uuppoonn  

tthheemm  ttoo  ffoollllooww  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  MMuuṣṣ ṭṭ aaffặặ
11
——oonn  wwhhoomm  bbee  ppeeaaccee——  aanndd,,  iinn  ccaassee  

tthhaatt  ggaattee  bbeeccoommeess  uunncclloosseedd,,  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ooff  oouurr  ddeeppeennddeennttss  wwiillll  ttuurrnn  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  

tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh..  BByy  tthhyy  ppoowweerr  aanndd  aauutthhoorriittyy  ddeevviissee  aa  sseettttlleemmeenntt  ooff  oouurr  ccaassee..  

TThhee  MMoonnggooll  ccoommmmaannddeedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  yyoouutthh,,  wwhhoo  hhaadd  ttuurrnneedd  MMuussaallmmaann,,  sshhoouulldd  bbee  

pprroodduucceedd,,  aanndd  tthheeyy  ttrriieedd  wwiitthh  bbllaannddiisshhmmeenntt  aanndd  kkiinnddnneessss,,  aanndd  mmoonneeyy  aanndd  wweeaalltthh  

ttoo  iinndduuccee  tthhee  nneewwllyy--ccoonnvveerrtteedd  MMuussaallmmaann  ttoo  rreeccaanntt,,  bbuutt  hhee  rreeffuusseedd  ttoo  rreeccaanntt,,  aanndd  

ppuutt  nnoott  ooffff  ffrroomm  hhiiss  hheeaarrtt  aanndd  ssppiirriitt  tthhaatt  ggaarrmmeenntt  ooff  ffrreesshhnneessss——tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ffaaiitthh..  

TThhee  MMoonnggooll  rruulleerr  tthheenn  ttuurrnneedd  oovveerr  aa  lleeaaff  iinn  hhiiss  tteemmppeerr,,  aanndd  bbeeggaann  ttoo  ssppeeaakk  ooff  

sseevveerree  ppuunniisshhmmeenntt;;  aanndd  eevveerryy  ppuunniisshhmmeenntt,,  wwhhiicchh  iitt  wwaass  iinn  hhiiss  ppoowweerr  ttoo  iinnfflliicctt,,  

oorr  hhiiss  sseevveerriittyy  ttoo  ddeevviissee,,  hhee  iinnfflliicctteedd  uuppoonn  tthhee  yyoouutthh,,  wwhhoo,,  ffrroomm  hhiiss  ggrreeaatt  zzeeaall  ffoorr  

tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  ddiidd  nnoott  rreeccaanntt,,  aanndd  ddiidd  nnoott  iinn  aannyy  wwaayy  ccaasstt  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  hhiiss  

hhaanndd  tthhee  sswweeeett  ddrraauugghhtt  ooff  rreelliiggiioonn  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  bbllooww  ooff  iinnffiiddeell  ppeerrvveerrsseenneessss..  AAss  

tthhee  yyoouutthh  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ffiirrmm  iinn  tthhee  ttrruuee  ffaaiitthh,,  aanndd  ppaaiidd  nnoo  hheeeedd  ttoo  tthhee  pprroommiisseess  aanndd  

tthhrreeaattss  ooff  tthhaatt  ddeepprraavveedd  ccoommppaannyy,,  tthhee  aaccccuurrsseedd  MMoonnggooll  ccoommmmaannddeedd  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  

sshhoouulldd  bbrriinngg  tthhee  yyoouutthh  ttoo  ppuubblliicc  ppuunniisshhmmeenntt;;  aanndd  hhee  ddeeppaarrtteedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  iinn  

tthhee  ffeelliicciittyy  ooff  rreelliiggiioonn——mmaayy  GGoodd  rreewwaarrdd  aanndd  rreeqquuiittee  hhiimm  !!——aanndd  tthhee  MMuussaallmmaann  

ccoommmmuunniittyy  iinn  SSaammaarrqqaanndd  wweerree  oovveerrccoommee  wwiitthh  ddeessppoonnddeennccyy  aanndd  ccoonnsstteerrnnaattiioonn  

iinn  ccoonnsseeqquueennccee..  AA  ppeettiittiioonn  wwaass  ggoott  uupp,,  aanndd  wwaass  aatttteesstteedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  tteessttiimmoonnyy  ooff  

tthhee  cchhiieeff  mmeenn  aanndd  ccrreeddiibbllee  ppeerrssoonnss  ooff  tthhee  MMuussaallmmaann  rreelliiggiioonn  ddwweelllliinngg  aatt  

SSaammaarrqqaanndd,,  aanndd  wwee  pprroocceeeeddeedd  wwiitthh  tthhaatt  ppeettiittiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  ccaammpp  ooff  BBaarraakkaa  KKhhāānn,,  

aanndd  pprreesseenntteedd  ttoo  hhiimm  aann  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  tthhee  pprroocceeeeddiinnggss  aanndd  ddiissppoossiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaannss  ooff  tthhaatt  cciittyy..  ZZeeaall  ffoorr  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  rreelliiggiioonn  wwaass  mmaanniiffeesstteedd  iinn  tthhee  mmiinndd  

ooff  tthhaatt  mmoonnaarrcchh  ooff  eexxeemmppllaarryy  ffaaiitthh,,  aanndd  tthhee  ddeeffeennccee  ooff  tthhee  ttrruutthh  bbeeccaammee  

pprreeddoommiinnaanntt  iinn  hhiiss  ddiissppoossiittiioonn..  AAfftteerr  ssoommee  ddaayyss,,  hhee  sshhoowweedd  hhoonnoouurr  ttoo  tthhiiss  

SSaayyyyiidd,,  aappppooiinntteedd  aa  bbooddyy  ooff  TTuurrkkss  aanndd  ccoonnffiiddeennttiiaall  ppeerrssoonnss  aammoonngg  tthhee  cchhiieeff  

MMuussaallmmaannss,,  aanndd  ccoommmmaannddeedd  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  sshhoouulldd  ssllaauugghhtteerr  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ccoommppaannyy  

wwhhoo  hhaadd  ccoommmmiitttteedd  tthhaatt  ddiirree  oopppprreessssiioonn,,  aanndd  ddeessppaattcchh  tthheemm  ttoo  hheellll..  WWhheenn  tthhaatt  

mmaannddaattee  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  oobbttaaiinneedd,,  iitt  wwaass  pprreesseerrvveedd  uunnttiill  tthhaatt  wwrreettcchheedd  sseecctt  hhaadd  

aasssseemmbblleedd  iinn  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh,,  tthheenn  tthheeyy  sseeiizzeedd  tthheemm  aallll  ttooggeetthheerr,,  aanndd  ddeessppaattcchheedd  tthhee  

wwhhoollee  ooff  tthheemm  ttoo  hheellll,,  aanndd  rreedduucceedd  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  aaggaaiinn  ttoo  bbrriicckkss..""
22
  

FFoorr  IIssllaamm  ttoo  eenntteerr  iinnttoo  ccoommppeettiittiioonn  wwiitthh  ssuucchh  ppoowweerrffuull  rriivvaallss  aass  

BBuuddddhhiissmm  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  wweerree  aatt  tthhee  oouuttsseett  ooff  tthhee  ppeerriioodd  ooff  MMoonnggooll  rruullee,,  mmuusstt  

hhaavvee  aappppeeaarreedd  aa  wweellll--nniigghh  hhooppeelleessss  uunnddeerrttaakkiinngg..  FFoorr  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  hhaadd  ssuuffffeerreedd  

mmoorree  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssttoorrmm  ooff  tthhee  MMoonnggooll  iinnvvaassiioonnss  tthhaann  tthhee  ootthheerrss..  TThhoossee  cciittiieess  tthhaatt  

                                                           
1 The Chosen One—Muḥ ammad. 
2
 Jūzjānī, pp. 448-50.    Raverty, pp. 1288-90. 
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hhaadd  hhiitthheerrttoo  bbeeeenn  tthhee  rraallllyyiinngg  ppooiinnttss  ooff  ssppiirriittuuaall  oorrggaanniissaattiioonn  aanndd  lleeaarrnniinngg  ffoorr  

IIssllaamm  iinn  AAssiiaa,,  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ffoorr  tthhee  mmoosstt  ppaarrtt  llaaiidd  iinn  aasshheess::  tthhee  tthheeoollooggiiaannss  aanndd  ppiioouuss  

ddooccttoorrss  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh,,  eeiitthheerr  ssllaaiinn  oorr  ccaarrrriieedd  aawwaayy  iinnttoo  ccaappttiivviittyy..
11
  AAmmoonngg  tthhee  

MMoonnggooll  rruulleerrss——uussuuaallllyy  ssoo  ttoolleerraanntt  ttoowwaarrddss  aallll  rreelliiggiioonnss——tthheerree  wweerree  ssoommee  wwhhoo  

eexxhhiibbiitteedd  vvaarryyiinngg  ddeeggrreeeess  ooff  hhaattrreedd  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ffaaiitthh..  CChhiinnggīīzz  KKhhāānn  

oorrddeerreedd  aallll  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  kkiilllleedd  aanniimmaallss  iinn  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ffaasshhiioonn  ttoo  bbee  ppuutt  ttoo  

ddeeaatthh,,  aanndd  tthhiiss  oorrddiinnaannccee  wwaass  rreevviivveedd  bbyy  QQūūbbīīllāāyy,,  wwhhoo  bbyy  ooffffeerriinngg  rreewwaarrddss  ttoo  

iinnffoorrmmeerrss  sseett  oonn  ffoooott  aa  sshhaarrpp  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  tthhaatt  llaasstteedd  ffoorr  sseevveenn  yyeeaarrss,,  aass  mmaannyy  

ppoooorr  ppeerrssoonnss  ttooookk  aaddvvaannttaaggee  ooff  tthhiiss  rreeaaddyy  mmeeaannss  ooff  ggaaiinniinngg  wweeaalltthh,,  aanndd  ssllaavveess  

aaccccuusseedd  tthheeiirr  mmaasstteerrss  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  ggaaiinn  tthheeiirr  ffrreeeeddoomm..
22
  DDuurriinngg  tthhee  rreeiiggnn  ooff  KKuuyyūūkk  

((11224466--11224488)),,  wwhhoo  lleefftt  tthhee  ccoonndduucctt  ooff  aaffffaaiirrss  eennttiirreellyy  ttoo  hhiiss  ttwwoo  CChhrriissttiiaann  

mmiinniisstteerrss  aanndd  wwhhoossee  ccoouurrtt  wwaass  ffiilllleedd  wwiitthh  CChhrriissttiiaann  mmoonnkkss,,  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  

wweerree  mmaaddee  ttoo  ssuuffffeerr  ggrreeaatt  sseevveerriittiieess..
33
  

AA  ccoonntteemmppoorraarryy  hhiissttoorriiaann,,  aall--JJūūzzjjāānnīī,,  ggiivveess  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  tthhee  

kkiinndd  ooff  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  aa  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  tthheeoollooggiiaann  mmiigghhtt  bbee  eexxppoosseedd  aatt  tthhee  

ccoouurrtt  ooff  KKuuyyūūkk..  ""TTrruussttwwoorrtthhyy  ppeerrssoonnss  hhaavvee  rreellaatteedd  tthhaatt  KKuuyyūūkk  wwaass  ccoonnssttaannttllyy  

bbeeiinngg  iinncciitteedd  bbyy  tthhee  BBuuddddhhiisstt  pprriieessttss  ttoo  aaccttss  ooff  oopppprreessssiioonn  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  

MMuussaallmmaannss  aanndd  tthhee  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthhffuull..  TThheerree  wwaass  aann  IImmāāmm  iinn  tthhaatt  

ccoouunnttrryy,,  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  mmeenn  ooff  lleeaarrnniinngg  aammoonngg  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  ..  ..  ..  nnaammeedd  NNūūrr--aall--DDīīnn,,  

aall--KKhhwwāārraazzmmīī..  AA  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  llaayymmeenn  aanndd  pprriieessttss  aanndd  aa  bbaanndd  ooff  iiddooll--

wwoorrsshhiippppiinngg  BBuuddddhhiisstt  pprriieessttss  mmaaddee  aa  rreeqquueesstt  ttoo  KKuuyyūūkk,,  aasskkiinngg  hhiimm  ttoo  ssuummmmoonn  

tthhaatt Imām of the Musalmans that they might hold a controversy with him and 

get him to prove the superiority of the faith of Muḥ ammad and his prophetic 

mission—otherwise, he should be put to death. The Khan agreed, the 

Imām was sent for, and a discussion ensued upon the claim of Muḥ ammad to 

be a prophet and the manner of his life as compared with that of other prophets. 

At length, as the arguments of those accursed ones were weak and devoid of 

the force of truth, they withdrew their hand from contradiction and drew the 

mark of oppression and outrage on the pages of the business and asked 

Kuyūk Khān to tell the Imām to perform two genuflexions in prayer, 

according to the rites and ordinances of the Muhammadan law, in order that his 

unbecoming movements in the performance of this act of worship might become 

manifest to them and to the Khān." Kuyūk gave the order accordingly, and 

the Imam and another Musalman who was with him performed the ritual of 

the prayer according to the prescribed forms. "When the godly Imam and the 

other Musalman who was with him, had placed their foreheads on the ground 

in the act of prostration, some infidels whom Kuyūk had summoned, greatly 
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annoyed them and knocked their heads with force upon the ground, and 

committed other abominable acts against them. But that godly Imām 

endured all this oppression and annoyance and performed all the required 

forms and ceremonies of the prayer and in no way curtailed it. When he had 

repeated the salutation, he lifted up his face towards heaven and observed the 

form of ' Invoke your Lord with humility and in secret,' and having asked 

permission to depart, he returned unto his own house."
1
 

Arghūn (1284-1291) the fourth Īlkhān persecuted the Musalmans and 

took away from them all posts in the departments of justice and finance, and 

forbade them to appear at his court.
2
 

In spite of all difficulties, however, the Mongols and the savage tribes 

that followed in their wake
3
 were at length brought to submit to the faith of 

those Muslim peoples whom they had crushed beneath their feet. Unfortunately 

history sheds little light on the progress of this missionary movement and only a 

few details relating to the conversion of the more prominent converts have been 

preserved to us. Scattered up and down throughout the length and breadth of the 

Mongol empire, there must have been many of the followers of the Prophet who 

laboured successfully and unknown, to win unbelievers to the faith. In the reign 

of Ogotāy (1229-1241), we read of a certain Buddhist governor of Persia, named 

Kurguz, who in his later years abjured Buddhism and became a Musalman.
4
 In 

the reign of Tīmūr Khān (1323-1328), Ānanda, a grandson of Qūbīlāy and 

viceroy of Kan-Su, was a zealous Musalman and had converted a great many 

persons in Tangut and won over a large number of the troops under his 

command to the same faith. He was summoned to court and efforts were made 

to induce him to conform to Buddhism, and on his refusing to abandon his faith 

he was cast into prison. But he was shortly after set at liberty, for fear of an in-

surrection among the inhabitants of Tangut, who were much attached to him.
5
 

The author of the Muntakhab al-Tawārīkh asserts that Ānanda built four 

mosques in Khānbāligh (the modern Peking), which provided accommodation 

for 1,000,000 men at the time of the Friday prayer; but no credence can be given 

to this or to his other statements regarding the spread of Islam in China, in view 

of the fact that he represents Ānanda to have been the successor of Tīmūr Khān 

on the imperial throne and gives an entirely fictitious account of his 

descendants, several of whom are represented as having professed Islam, though 

none of the five had any existence except in the imagination of the writer.
6
 

The first Mongol ruling prince who professed Islam was Baraka Khān, 

who was chief of the Golden Horde from 1256 to 1267.
7
 According to Abu'l-
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Ghazi he was converted after he had come to the throne. He is said one day to 

have fallen in with a caravan coming from Bukhārā, and taking two of the 

merchants aside, to have questioned them on the doctrines of Islam, and they 

expounded to him their faith so persuasively that he became converted in all sin-

cerity. He first revealed his change of faith to his youngest brother, whom he 

induced to follow his example, and then made open profession of his new 

belief.
1
 But, according to al-Jūzjanī, Baraka Khān was brought up as a 

Musalman from infancy, and, as soon as he was old enough to learn, was taught 

the Qur'an by one of the 'Ulamā of the city of Khujand.
2
 The same author (who 

compiled his history during the lifetime of Baraka Khān), states that the whole 

of his army was Musalman. "Trustworthy persons have also related that, 

throughout his whole army, it is the etiquette for every horseman to have a 

prayer-carpet with him, so that, when the time for prayer arrives, they may 

occupy themselves in their devotions. Not a person in his whole army takes any 

intoxicating drink whatever; and great 'Ulamā, consisting of commentators, 

traditionists, jurists, and disputants, are in his society. He has a great number of 

religious books, and most of his receptions and debates are with 'Ulamā. In his 

place of audience debates on ecclesiastical law constantly take place; and, in his 

faith, as a Musalman, he is exceedingly strict and orthodox."
3 

Baraka Khān 

entered into a close alliance with the Mamlūk Sultan of Egypt, Rukn al-Dīn 

Baybars. The initiative came from the latter, who had given a hospitable 

reception to a body of troops, two hundred in number, belonging to the Golden 

Horde; these men, observing the growing enmity between their Khān and 

Hūlāgū, the conqueror of Baghdād, in whose army they were serving, took flight 

into Syria, whence they were honourably conducted to Cairo to the court of 

Baybars, who persuaded them to embrace Islam.
4
 Baybars himself was at war 

with Hulagu, whom he had recently, defeated and driven out of Syria. He sent 

two of the Mongol fugitives, with some other envoys, to bear a letter to Baraka 

Khān. On their return these envoys reported that each princess and amir at the 

court of Baraka Khān had an imām and a mu'adhdhin, and the children were 

taught the Qur'an in the schools.
5
 These friendly relations between Baybars and 

Baraka Khān brought many of the Mongols of the Golden Horde into Egypt, 

where they were prevailed upon to become Musalmans.
6
 

In Persia, where Hūlāgū founded the dynasty of the Ilkhāns, the progress 

of Islam among the Mongols was much slower. In order to strengthen himself 

against the attacks of Baraka Khān and the Sultan of Egypt, Hūlāgū accepted the 

alliance of the Christian powers of the East, such as the king of Armenia and the 
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Crusaders. His favourite wife was a Christian and favourably disposed the mind 

of her husband towards her co-religionists, and his son Abāqā Khān married the 

daughter of the Emperor of Constantinople. Though Abāqā Khān did not himself 

become a Christian, his court was filled with Christian priests, and he sent 

envoys to several of the princes of Europe—St. Louis of France, King Charles 

of Sicily and King James of Aragon—to solicit their alliance against the 

Muhammadans; to the same end also, an embassy of sixteen Mongols was sent 

to the Council of Lyons in 1274, where the spokesman of this embassy 

embraced Christianity and was baptised with some of his companions. Great 

hopes were entertained of the conversion of Abāqā, but they proved fruitless. 

His brother Takūdār,
1
 who succeeded him, was the first of the Īlkhāns who 

embraced Islam. He had been brought up as a Christian, for (as a contemporary 

Christian writer
2
 tells us), "he was baptised when young and called by the name 

of Nicholas. But when he was grown up, through his intercourse with Saracens 

of whom he was very fond, he became a base Saracen, and, renouncing the 

Christian faith, wished to be called Maḥ ammad Khān, and strove with all his 

might that the Tartars should be converted to the faith and sect of Muḥ ammad, 

and when they proved obstinate, not daring to force them, he brought about their 

conversion by giving them honours and favours and gifts, so that in his time 

many Tartars were converted to the faith of the Saracens." This prince sent the 

news of his conversion to the Sultan of Egypt in the following letter:—" By the 

power of God Almighty, the mandate of Aḥ mad to the Sultan of Egypt. God 

Almighty (praised be His name!) by His grace preventing us and by the light of 

His guidance, hath guided us in our early youth and vigour into the true path of 

the knowledge of His deity and the confession of His unity, to bear witness that 

Muḥ ammad (on whom rest the highest blessings !) is the Prophet of God, and to 

reverence His saints and His pious servants. 'Whom God shall please to guide, 

that man's breast will He open to Islam.
3
 We ceased not to incline our heart to 

the promotion of the faith and the improvement of the condition of Islam and the 

Muslims, up to the time when the succession to the empire came to us from our 

illustrious father and brother, and God spread over us the glory of His grace and 

kindness, so that in the abundance of His favours our hopes were realised, and 

He revealed to us the bride of the kingdom, and she was brought forth to us a 

noble spouse. A Qūriltāy or general assembly was convened, wherein our 

brothers, our sons, great nobles, generals of the army and captains of the forces, 

met to hold council; and they were all agreed on carrying out the order of our 

elder brother, viz. to summon here a vast levy of our troops whose numbers 

would make the earth, despite its vastness, appear too narrow, whose fury and 

fierce onset would fill the hearts of men with fear, being animated with a 

courage before which the mountain peaks bow down, and a firm purpose that 
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makes the hardest rocks grow soft. We reflected on this their resolution which 

expressed the wish of all, and we concluded that it ran counter to the aim we had 

in view—to promote the common weal, i.e. to strengthen the ordinance of Islam; 

never, as far as lies in our power, to issue any order that will not tend to prevent 

bloodshed, remove the ills of men, and cause the breeze of peace and prosperity 

to blow on all lands, and the kings of other countries to rest upon the couch of 

affection and benevolence, whereby the commands of God will be honoured and 

mercy be shown to the people of God. Herein, God inspired us to quench this 

fire and put an end to these terrible calamities, and make known to those who 

advanced this proposal (of a levy) what it is that God has put into our hearts to 

do, namely, to employ all possible means for the healing of all the sickness of 

the world, and putting off what should only be appealed to as the last remedy. 

For we desire not to hasten to appeal to arms, until we have first declared the 

right path, and will permit it only after setting forth the truth and establishing it 

with proofs. Our resolve to carry out whatever appears to us good and 

advantageous has been strengthened by the counsels of the Shaykh al-Islām, the 

model of divines, who has given us much assistance in religious matters. We 

have appointed our chief justice, Qutb al-Dīn and the Atābak, Bahā al-Dīn, both 

trustworthy persons of this flourishing kingdom, to make known to you our 

course of action and bear witness to our good intentions for the common weal of 

the Muslims; and to make it known that God has enlightened us, and that Islam 

annuls all that has gone before it, and that God Almighty has put it into our 

hearts to follow the truth and those who practice it. ... If some convincing proof 

be required, let men observe our actions. By the grace of God, we have raised 

aloft the standards of the faith, and borne witness to it in all our orders and our 

practice, so that the ordinances of the law of Muḥ ammad may be brought to the 

fore and firmly established in accordance with the principles of justice laid down 

by Aḥ mad. Whereby we have filled the hearts of the people with joy, have 

granted free pardon to all offenders, and shown them indulgences, saying, ‘May 

God pardon the past!’ We have reformed all matters concerning the pious 

endowments of Muslims given for mosques, colleges, charitable institutions, and 

the rebuilding of caravanserais; we have restored their incomes to those to 

whom they were due according to the terms laid down by the donors. . . . We 

have ordered the pilgrims to be treated with respect, provision to be made for 

their caravans and for securing their safety on the pilgrim routes; we have given 

perfect freedom to merchants, travelling from one country to another, that they 

may go wherever they please; and we have strictly prohibited our soldiers and 

police from interfering with them in their comings or goings." He seeks the 

alliance of the Sultan of Egypt " so that these countries and cities may again be 

populated, these terrible calamities be put down, the sword be returned to the 

scabbard; that all peoples may dwell in peace and quietness, and the necks of the 

Muslims be freed from the ills of humiliation and disgrace."
1
 

                                                           
1
 Waṣ ṣ āf, pp. 231-4. 



 178 

To the student of the history of the Mongols it is a relief to pass from the 

recital of nameless horrors and continual bloodshed to a document emanating 

from a Mongol prince and giving expression to such humane and benevolent 

sentiments, which sound strange indeed coming from such lips. 

This conversion of their chief and the persecutions that he inflicted on the 

Christians gave great offence to the Mongols, who, although not Christians 

themselves, had been long accustomed to intercourse with the Christians, and 

they denounced their chief to Qūbīlāy Khān as one who had abandoned the 

footsteps of his forefathers. A revolt broke out against him, headed by his 

nephew Arghun, who compassed his death and succeeded him on the throne. 

During his brief reign (1284-1291), the Christians were once more restored to 

favour, while the Musalmans had to suffer persecution in their turn, were 

dismissed from their posts and driven away from the court.
1
 

The successors of Takūdār were all heathen, until, in 1295, Ghāzān, the 

seventh and greatest of the Īlkhāns, became a Musalman and made Islam the 

ruling religion of Persia. During the last three reigns the Christians had 

entertained great hopes of the conversion of the ruling family of Persia, who had 

shown them such distinguished favour and entrusted them with so many 

important offices of state. His immediate predecessor, the insurgent Baydu 

Khān, who occupied the throne for a few months only in 1295, carried his 

predilection for Christianity so far as to try to put a stop to the spread of Islam 

among the Mongols, and accordingly forbade any one to preach the doctrines of 

this faith among them.
2
 

Ghāzān himself before his conversion had been brought up as a Buddhist 

and had erected several Buddhist temples in Khurāsān, and took great pleasure 

in the company of the priests of this faith, who had come into Persia in large 

numbers since the establishment of the Mongol supremacy over that country.
3
 

He appears to have been naturally of a religious turn of mind, for he studied the 

creeds of the different religions of his time, and used to hold discussions with 

the learned doctors of each faith.
4
 Rashīd al-Dīn, his learned minister and the 

historian of his reign, maintained the genuineness of his conversion to Islam, the 

religious observances of which he zealously kept throughout his whole reign, 

though his contemporaries (and later writers have often re-echoed the 

imputation) represented him as having only yielded to the solicitations of some 

Amīrs and Shaykhs.
5
 "Besides, what interested motive," asks his apologist, 

"could have led so powerful a sovereign to change his faith : much less, a prince 

whose pagan ancestors had conquered the world ? " His conversion, however, 

certainly won over to his side the hearts of the Persians, when he was 

contending with Baydū for the throne, and the Muhammadan Mongols in the 
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army of his rival deserted to support the cause of their co-religionist. These were 

the very considerations that were urged upon Ghāzān by Nawruz, a 

Muhammadan Amīr who had espoused his cause and who hailed him as the 

prince who, according to a prophecy, was to appear about this time to protect the 

faith of Islam and restore it to its former splendour : if he embraced Islam, he 

could become the ruler of Persia: the Musalmans, delivered from the grievous 

yoke of the Pagan Mongols, would espouse his cause, and God, recognising in 

him the saviour of the true faith from utter destruction, would bless his arms 

with victory.
1
 After hesitating a little, Ghāzān made a public profession of the 

faith, and his officers and soldiers followed his example : he distributed alms to 

men of piety and learning and visited the mosques and tombs of the saints and in 

every way showed himself an exemplary Muslim ruler. His brother, Uljāytu, 

who succeeded him in 1304, under the name of Muḥ ammad Khudābandah, had 

been brought up as a Christian in the faith of his mother and had been baptised 

under the name of Nicholas, but after his mother's' death, while he was still a 

young man, he became a convert to Islam through the persuasions of his wife.
2
 

Ibn Baṭ ūṭ ah says that his example exercised a great influence on the 

Mongols.
3
 From this time forward Islam became the paramount faith in the 

kingdom of the Īlkhāns. 

The details that we possess of the progress of Islam in the Middle 

Kingdom, which fell to the lot of Chaghatāy and his descendants, are still more 

meagre. Several of the princes of this line had a Muhammadan minister in their 

service, but they showed themselves unsympathetic to the faith of Islam. 

Chaghatāy harassed his Muhammadan subjects by regulations that restricted 

their ritual observances in respect of the killing of animals for food and of 

ceremonial washings. Al-Jūzjānī says that he was the bitterest enemy of the 

Muslims among all the Mongol rulers and did not wish any one to utter the word 

Musalman before him except with evil purpose.
4
 Orghana, the wife of his 

grandson and successor, Qarā-Hūlāgū, brought up her son as a Musalman, and 

under the name of Mubarak Shah he came forward in 1264 as one of the 

claimants of the disputed succession to the Chaghatāy Khānate; but he was soon 

driven from the throne by his cousin Burāq Khān, and appears to have exercised 
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no influence on behalf of his faith, indeed judging from their names it would not 

appear that any of his own children even adopted the religion of their father.
1
 

Burāq Khān is said to have "had the blessedness of receiving the light of the 

faith" a few days before his death in 1270, and to have taken the name of Sultan 

Ghiyāth al-Dīn,
2
 but he was buried according to the ancient funeral rites of the 

Mongols, and not as a Musalman, and those who had been converted during his 

reign relapsed into their former heathenism. It was not until the next century that 

the conversion of Ṭ armāshīrīn Khān, about 1326, caused Islam to be at all 

generally adopted by the Chaghatāy Mongols, who when they followed the 

example of their chief this time remained true to their new faith. But even now 

the ascendancy of Islam was not assured, for Būzun who was Khān in the next 

decade— the chronology is uncertain—drove Ṭ armāshīrīn from his throne, and 

persecuted the Muslims,
3
 and it was not until some years later that we hear of 

the first Musalman king of Kāshgar, which the break-up of the Chaghatāy 

dynasty had erected into a separate kingdom. This prince, Tūqluq Timūr Khān 

(1347-1363), is said to have owed his conversion to a holy man from Bukhārā, 

by name Shaykh Jamāl al-Dīn. This Shaykh, in company with a number of 

travellers, had unwittingly trespassed on the game-preserves of the prince, who 

ordered them to be bound hand and foot and brought before him. In reply to his 

angry question, how they had dared interfere with his hunting, the Shaykh 

pleaded that they were strangers and were quite unaware that they were 

trespassing on forbidden ground. Learning that they were Persians, the prince 

said that a dog was worth more than a Persian. "Yes," replied the Shaykh, "if we 

had not the true faith, we should indeed be worse than the dogs." Struck with his 

reply, the Khan ordered this bold Persian to be brought before him on his return 

from hunting, and taking him aside asked him to explain what he meant by these 

words and what was "faith." The Shaykh then set before him the doctrines of 

Islam with such fervour and zeal that the heart of the Khān that before had been 

hard as a stone was melted like wax, and so terrible a picture did the holy man 

draw of the state of unbelief, that the prince was convinced of the blindness of 

his own errors, but said, "Were I now to make profession of the faith of Islam, I 

should not be able to lead my subjects into the true path. But bear with me a 

little; and when I have entered into the possession of the kingdom of my 

forefathers, come to me again." For the empire of Chaghtāy had by this time 

been broken up into a number of petty princedoms, and it was many years 

before Tūqluq Tīmūr succeeded in uniting under his sway the whole empire as 

before. Meanwhile Shaykh Jamāl al-Dīn had returned to his home, where he fell 

dangerously ill: when at the point of death, he said to his son Rashīd al-Dīn, 

"Tūqluq Tīmūr will one day become a great monarch; fail not to go and salute 

him in my name and fearlessly remind him of the promise he made me." Some 
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years later, when Tūqluq Tīmūr had re-won the empire of his fathers, Rashid al-

Din made his way to the camp of the Khān to fulfil the last wishes of his father, 

but in spite of all his efforts he could not gain an audience of the Khān. At 

length he devised the following expedient: one day in the early morning, he 

began to chant the call to prayers, close to the Khān's tent. Enraged at having his 

slumbers disturbed in this way, the prince ordered him to be brought into his 

presence, whereupon Rashīd al-Dīn delivered his father's message. Tūqluq Khān 

was not unmindful of his promise, and said: “Ever since I ascended the throne I 

have had it on my mind that I made that promise, but the person to whom I gave 

the pledge never came. Now you are welcome." He then repeated the profession 

of faith and became a Muslim. "On that morn the sun of bounty rose out of the 

east of divine favour and effaced the dark night of unbelief. . . . They then 

decided that for the propagation of Islam they should interview the princes one 

by one, and it should be well for those who accepted the faith, but those who 

refused should be slain as heathens and idolaters." The first to be examined was 

a noble named Amīr Tūlik. The Khān asked him, "Will you embrace Islam?” 

Amir Tulik burst into tears and said: " Three years ago I was converted by some 

holy men at Kāshgar and became a Musalman, but from fear of you I did not 

openly declare it." Then Tūqluq Khān rose up and embraced him, and the three 

sat down again together. In this manner they examined the princes one by one, 

and they all accepted Islam, with the exception of one named Jaras, who 

suggested a trial of strength between the Shaykh and his servant, an infidel who 

was above the ordinary stature of man and so strong that he could lift a two-

year-old camel. The Shaykh accepted the challenge, saying: "If I do not throw 

him, I will not require you to become a Musalman. If it is God's wish that the 

Mongols become honoured with the blessed state of Islam, He will doubtless 

give me sufficient power to overcome this man. "Tūqluq Khān and those who 

had become Musalmans with him tried to dissuade the holy man, but he 

persisted in his purpose. "A large crowd assembled, the infidel was brought in, 

and he and the Shaykh advanced towards one another. The infidel, proud of his 

own strength, advanced with a conceited air. The Shaykh looked very small' and 

weak beside him. When they came to blows, the Shaykh struck the infidel full in 

the chest, and he fell senseless. After a little he came to again, and having raised 

himself, fell again at the feet of the Shaykh, crying out and uttering words of 

belief. The people raised loud shouts of applause, and on that day 160,000 

persons cut off the hair of their heads and became Musalmans. The Khān was 

circumcised, and the lights of Islam dispelled the shades of unbelief." From that 

time Islam became the established faith in the settled countries under the rule of 

the descendants of Chaghatāy.
1
 But many of the nomad Mongols appear to have 

remained outside the pale of Islam up to the early part of the fifteenth century, 

judging from the violent methods adopted for their conversion by Muhammad 
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Khān, who was Khān of Mughalistān
1
 about 1416. "Muḥ ammad Khān was a 

wealthy prince and a good Musalman. He persisted in following the road of 

justice and equity, and was so unremitting in his exertions, that during his 

blessed reign most of the tribes of the Mongols became Musalmans. It is well 

known what severe measures he had recourse to, in bringing the Mongols to be 

believers in Islam. If, for instance, a Mongol did not wear a turban, a horseshoe 

nail was driven into his head: and treatment of this kind was common. May God 

recompense him with good."
2
 

 Even such drastic measures were ineffectual in bringing about a 

general acceptance of Islam, for as late as at the close of the following century,
3
 

a dervish named Ishaq Wali found scope for his proselytising activities in 

Kashgar, Yarkand and Khotan, where he spent twelve years in spreading the 

faith;
4
 he also worked among the Kirghiz and Kazaks, from among whom he 

made 180 convert and destroyed eighteen temples of idols.
5
 

 In the preceding pages some attempt has been made to indicate 

some of the steps by which the Muslims won over to their faith the savage 

hordes who had destroyed their centres of culture. By slow degrees, Islam thus 

began to emerge out of the ruins of its former ascendancy and take its place 

again as a dominant faith, after more than a century of depression. In the course 

of the struggle between the followers of rival creeds for the adherence of the 

Mongols, considerations of political expediency undoubtedly operated in favour 

of the Muslim party, and the intrigues of Western Christendom caused the 

Christians to become suspect, as agents of a foreign power; but at the beginning 

such of the Mongols as were Nestorians could put forward a better claim to be 

the national party and could attack the Musalmans as adherents of a foreign 

faith. Ahmad Takūdār was denounced by Arghūn as a traitor to the law of his 

fathers, in that he had followed the way of the Arabs which none of his ancestors 

had known.
6
 The insurrection that caused Ṭ armāshīrīn to be driven into exile, 

gained strength from the complaint that this monarch had disregarded the 

Yassāq or ancient code of Mongol institutes.
7
 But though the issue of the 

struggle long remained doubtful, Islam gradually gained ground in the lands of 

which it had been dispossessed. The means whereby this success was achieved 

are obscure, and the scanty details set forth above leave much of the tale untold, 

but enough has been recorded to indicate some of the proselytising agencies that 

led to individual conversions. Ānanda drank in Islam with his foster-mother's 
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milk;
1
 and the remnant of the faithful, especially the older families of 

Muhammadan Turks, exercised an almost insensible influence on the Mongols 

who settled down in their midst. But of special importance among the 

proselytising agencies at work was the influence of the pīr and his spiritual 

disciples. In the midst of the profound discouragement which filled the 

Musalmans after the flood of the Mongol conquest had poured over them, their 

first refuge was in mysticism, and the pīr, or spiritual guide, and religious 

orders—such as the Naqshbandī, which in the fourteenth century entered on a 

new period of its development—breathed new life into the Muslim community 

and inspired it with fresh fervour. "In the hands of the pīr and his monks, the 

Musalman in Asia came to be an agent, at first passive and unconscious, later on 

the adherent of a party—the party of the national faith, in opposition to the rule 

of the Mongols, which was at once foreign, barbaric and secular."
2
 

 Let us now return to the history of Islam in the Golden Horde. The 

chief camping ground of this section of the Mongols was the grassy plain 

watered by the Volga, on the bank of which they founded their capital city Serai, 

whither the Russian princes sent their tribute to the khān. The conversion of 

Baraka Khan, of which mention has been made above, and the close intercourse 

with Egypt that subsequently sprang up, contributed considerably to the progress 

of Islam, and his example seems to have been gradually followed by those of the 

aristocracy and leaders of the Golden Horde that were of Mongol descent. But 

many tribes of the Golden Horde appear to have resented the introduction of 

Islam into their midst, and when the conversion of Baraka Khān was openly 

proclaimed, they sent to offer the crown, of which they considered him now 

unworthy, to his rival Hūlāgū. Indeed, so strong was this opposition, that it 

seems to have largely contributed to the formation of the Nogais as a separate 

tribe. They took their name from Nogāy, who was the chief commander of the 

Mongol forces under Baraka Khān. When the other princes of the Golden Horde 

became Musalmans Nogāy remained a Shamanist and thus became a rallying 

point for those who refused to abandon the old religion of the Mongols. His 

daughter, however, who was married to a Shamanist, became converted to Islam 

some time after her marriage and had to endure the ill-treatment and contempt of 

her husband in consequence.
3
 

To Ūzbek Khān, who was leader of the Golden Horde from 1313 to 1340, 

and who distinguished himself by his proselytising zeal, it was said, "Content 

yourself with our obedience, what matters our religion to you? Why should we 

abandon the faith of Chingīz Khān for that of the Arabs" But in spite of the 

strong opposition to his efforts, Ūzbek Khān succeeded in winning many 

converts to the faith of which he was so ardent a follower and which owed to his 
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efforts its firm establishment in the country under his sway.
1
 A further sign of 

his influence is found in the tribes of the Ūzbeks of Central Asia, who take their 

name from him and were probably converted during his reign. He is said to have 

formed the design of spreading the faith of Islam throughout the whole of 

Russia,
2
 but here he met with no success. Indeed, though the Mongols were 

paramount in Russia for two centuries, they appear to have exercised very little 

influence on the people of that country, and least of all in the matter of religion. 

It is noticeable, moreover, that in spite of his zeal for the spread of his own faith, 

Ūzbek Khān was very tolerant towards his Christian subjects, who were left 

undisturbed in the exercise of their religion and even allowed to pursue their 

missionary labours in his territory. One of the most remarkable documents of 

Muhammadan toleration is the charter that Ūzbek Khān granted to the 

Metropolitan Peter in 1313:—"By the will and power, the greatness and mercy 

of the most High! Ūzbek to all our princes, great and small, etc., etc. Let no man 

insult the metropolitan church of which Peter is the head, or his servants or his 

churchmen; let no man seize their property, goods or people, let no man meddle 

with the affairs of the metropolitan church, since they are divine. Whoever shall 

meddle therein and transgress our edict, will be guilty before God and feel His 

wrath and be punished by us with death. Let the metropolitan dwell in the path 

of safety and rejoice, with a just and upright heart let him (or his deputy) decide 

and regulate all ecclesiastical matters. We solemnly declare that neither we nor 

our children nor the princes of our realm nor the governors of our provinces will 

in any way interfere with the affairs of the church and the metropolitan, or in 

their towns, districts, villages, chases and fisheries, their hives, lands, meadows, 

forests, towns and places under their bailiffs, their vineyards, mills, winter 

quarters for cattle, or any of the properties and goods of the church. Let the mind 

of the metropolitan be always at peace and free from trouble, with uprightness of 

heart let him pray to God for us, our children and our nation. Whoever, shall lay 

hands on anything that is sacred, shall be held guilty, he shall incur the wrath of 

God and the penalty of death, that others may be dismayed at his fate. When the 

tribute or other dues, such as custom duties, plough-tax, tolls or relays are 

levied, or when we wish to raise troops among our subjects, let nothing be 

exacted from the cathedral churches under the metropolitan Peter, or from any 

of his clergy: . . . whatever may be exacted from the clergy, shall be returned 

threefold. . . Their laws, their churches, their monasteries and chapels shall be 

respected; whoever condemns or blames this religion, shall not be allowed to 

excuse himself under any pretext, but shall be punished with death. The brothers 

and sons of priests and deacons, living at the same table and in the same house, 

shall enjoy the same privileges."
3
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That these were no empty words and that the toleration here promised 

became a reality, may be judged from a letter sent to the Khān by Pope John 

XXII in 1318, in which he thanks the Muslim prince for the favour he showed to 

his Christian subjects and the kind treatment they received at his hands.
1 

The 

successors of Ūzbek Khān do not appear to have been animated by the same zeal 

for the spread of Islam as he had shown, and could not be expected to succeed 

where he failed. So long as the Russians paid their taxes, they were left free to 

worship according to their own desires, and the Christian religion had become 

too closely intertwined with the life of the people to be disturbed, even had 

efforts been made to turn them from the faith of their fathers; for Christianity 

had been the national religion of the Russian people for well-nigh three centuries 

before the Mongols established themselves in Russian territory. 

Another race many years before had tried to win the Russians to Islam but 

had likewise failed, viz. the Muslim Bulgarians who were found in the tenth 

century on the banks of the Volga, and who probably owed their conversion to 

the Muslim merchants, trading in furs and other commodities of the North; their 

conversion must have taken place some time before A.D. 921, when the caliph 

al-Muqtadir sent an envoy to confirm them in the faith and instruct them in the 

tenets and ordinances of Islam.
2
 

 These Bulgarians attempted the conversion of Vladimir, the then 

sovereign of Russia, who (the Russian chronicler tells us) had found it necessary 

to choose some religion better than his pagan creed, but they failed to overcome 

his objections to the rite of circumcision and to the prohibition of wine, the use 

of which, he declared, the Russians could never give up, as it was the very joy of 

their life. Equally unsuccessful were the Jews who came from the country of the 

Khazars on the Caspian Sea and had won over the king of that people to the 

Mosaic faith.
3
 After listening to their arguments, Vladimir asked them where 

their country was. "Jerusalem" they replied, "but God in His anger has scattered 

us over the whole world."  "Then you are cursed of God,” cried the king, " and 

yet want to teach others: begone ! we have no wish, like you, to be without a 

country." The most favourable impression was made by a Greek priest who, 

after a brief criticism of the other religions, set forth the whole scheme of 

Christian teaching beginning with the creation of the world and the story of the 

fall of man and ending with the seven oecumenical councils accepted by the 

Greek Church; then he showed the prince a picture of the Last Judgment with 

the righteous entering paradise and the wicked being thrust down into hell, and 

promised him the heritage of heaven, if he would be baptised. But Vladimir was 

unwilling to make a rash choice of a substitute for his pagan religion, so he 

called his boyards together and having told them of the accounts he had received 
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of the various religions, asked them for their advice. " Prince," they replied, " 

every man praises his own religion, and if you would make choice of the best, 

send wise men into the different countries to discover which of all the nations 

honours God in the manner most worthy of Him." So the prince chose out for 

this purpose ten men who were eminent for their wisdom. These ambassadors 

found among the Bulgarians mean-looking places of worship, gloomy prayers 

and solemn faces; among the German Catholics religious ceremonies that lacked 

both grandeur and magnificence. At length they reached Constantinople: " Let 

them see the glory of our God," said the Emperor. So they were taken to the 

church of Santa Sophia, where the Patriarch, clad in his pontifical robes, was 

celebrating mass. The magnificence of the building, the rich vestments of the 

priests, the ornaments of the altars, the sweet odour of the incense, the reverent 

silence of the people, and the mysterious solemnity of the ceremonial filled the 

savage Russians with wonder and amazement. It seemed to them that this church 

must be the dwelling of the Most High, and that He manifested His glory therein 

to mortals. On their return to Kief, the ambassadors gave the prince an account 

of their mission; they spoke with contempt of the religion of the Prophet and had 

little to say for the Roman Catholic faith, but were enthusiastic in their eulogies 

of the Greek Church. "Every man," they said, "who has put his lips to a sweet 

draught, henceforth abhors anything bitter; wherefore we having come to the 

knowledge of the faith of the Greek Church desire none other." Vladimir once 

more consulted his boyards, who said unto him, " Had not the Greek faith been 

best of all, Olga, your grandmother, the wisest of mortals, would never have 

embraced it." Whereupon Vladimir hesitated no longer and in A.D. 988 declared 

himself a Christian. On the day after his baptism he threw down the idols his 

forefathers had worshipped, and issued an edict that all the Russians, masters 

and slaves, rich and poor, should submit to be baptised into the Christian faith.
1
 

 Thus Christianity became the national religion of the Russian 

people, and after the Mongol conquest, the distinctive national characteristics of 

Russians and Tatars that have kept the two races apart to the present day, the 

bitter hatred of the Tatar yoke, the devotion of the Russians to their own faith 

and the want of religious zeal on the part of the Tatars, kept the conquered race 

from adopting the religion of the conqueror. Especially has the prohibition of 

spirituous liquors by the laws of Islam been supposed to have stood in the way 

of the adoption of this religion by the Russian people. 

It would appear that not until after the promulgation of the edict of 

religious toleration in 1905 throughout the Russian empire and the active 

Muslim propaganda that followed it, were cases observed of Russians being 

converted to Islam, and those that have occurred are ascribed to the strong 

attraction of the material help offered by the Tatars to such converts and the 

influence of the moral strength of the Muslims themselves.
2
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 Not that the Tatars in Russia had been altogether inoperative in 

promoting the spread of Islam during the preceding centuries. The distinctly 

Hellenic type of face that is to be found among the so-called Tatars of the 

Crimea has led to the conjecture that these Muhammadans have absorbed into 

their community the Greek and Italian populations that they found settled on the 

Crimean peninsula, and that we find among them the Muhammadanised 

descendants of the indigenous inhabitants, and of the Genoese colonists.
1
 A 

traveller of the seventeenth century tells us that the Tatars of the Crimea tried to 

induce their slaves to become Muhammadans, and won over many of them to 

this faith by promising them their liberty if they would be persuaded.
2
 

Conversions to Islam from among the Tatars of the Crimea are also reported 

after the proclamation of religious liberty in 1905.
3
 

 A brief reference may here be made to the Tatars in Lithuania, 

where small groups of them have been settled since the early part of the fifteenth 

century; these Muslim immigrants, dwelling in the midst of a Christian 

population, have preserved their old faith, but (probably for political reasons) do 

not appear to have attempted to proselytize. But they have been in the habit of 

marrying Lithuanian and Polish women, whose children were always brought up 

as Muslims, whereas no Muhammadan girl was permitted to marry a Christian. 

The grand dukes of Lithuania in the fifteenth century encouraged the marriage 

of Christian women with their Tatar troops, on whom they bestowed grants of 

land and other privileges.
4
 

 One of the most curious incidents in the missionary history of Islam 

is the conversion of the Kirghiz of Central Asia by Tatar mullas, who preached 

Islam among them in the eighteenth century, as emissaries of the Russian 

government. The Kirghiz began to come under Russian rule about 1731, and for 

120 years all diplomatic correspondence was carried on with them in the Tatar 

language under the delusion that they were ethnographically the same as the 

Tatars of the Volga. Another misunderstanding on the part of the Russian 

government was that the Kirghiz were Musalmans, whereas in the eighteenth 

century they were nearly all Shamanists, as a large number of them were still up 

to the middle of the nineteenth century. At the time of the annexation of their 

country to the Russian empire only a few of their Khāns and Sulṭ āns had any 

knowledge of the faith of Islam - and that very confused and vague. Not a single 

mosque was to be found throughout the whole of the Kirghiz Steppes, or a 

single religious teacher of the faith of the Prophet, and the Kirghiz owed their 

conversion to Islam to the fact that the Russians, taking them for 

Muhammadans, insisted on treating them as such. Large sums of money were 

given for the building of mosques, and mullās were sent to open schools and 
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instruct the young in the tenets of the Muslim faith: the Kirghiz scholars were to 

receive every day a small sum to support themselves on, and the fathers were to 

be induced to send their children to the schools by presents and other means of 

persuasion. An incontrovertible proof that the Musalman propaganda made its 

way into the Kirghiz Steppes from the side of Russia, is the circumstance that it 

was especially those Kirghiz who were more contiguous to Europe that first 

became Musalmans, and the old Shamanism lingered up to the nineteenth 

century among those who wandered in the neighbourhood of Khiva, Bukhārā 

and Khokand, though these for centuries had been Muhammadan countries.
1
 

This is probably the only instance of a Christian government co-operating 

in the promulgation of Islam, and is the more remarkable inasmuch as the 

Russian government of this period was attempting to force Christianity on its 

Muslim subjects in Europe, in continuation of the efforts made in the sixteenth 

century soon after the conquest of the Khanate of Kazan. 

At the beginning of the nineteenth century many of the Kirghiz dwelling 

in the vast plains stretching southwards from the district of Tobolsk towards 

Turkistan were still heathen, and the Russian government was approached for 

permission for a Christian mission to be established among them. But this 

request was not granted, on the ground that "these people were as yet too wild 

and savage to be accessible to the Gospel. But soon after other missionaries, not 

depending on the good-will of any government, and having more zeal and 

understanding, occupied this field and won the whole of the Kirghis tribe to the 

faith of Islam." 
2
 

After the conquest of Kazan by the Russians in the sixteenth century, the 

occupation of the former Tatar Khanate was followed up by an official Christian 

missionary movement, and a number of the heathen population of the Khanate 

were baptised, the labours of the clergy being actively seconded by the police 

and the civil authorities, but as the Russian priests did not understand the 

language of their converts and soon neglected them, it had to be admitted that 

the new converts "shamelessly retain many horrid Tartar customs, and neither 

hold nor know the Christian faith." When spiritual exhortations failed, the 

government ordered its officials to "pacify, imprison, put in irons, and thereby 

unteach and frighten from the Tartar faith those who, though baptised, do not 

obey the admonitions of the Metropolitan." 

 In the eighteenth century the Russian government made fresh 

efforts to convert the heathen tribes and the relapsed Tatars, and held out many 

inducements to them to become baptised. Catherine II in 1778 ordered that all 

the new converts should sign a written promise to the effect that "they would 

completely forsake their infidel errors, and, avoiding all intercourse with 

unbelievers, would hold firmly and unwaveringly the Christian faith and its 
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dogmas." But in spite of all, these so-called "baptised Tartars " were Christians 

only in name, and soon began to try to escape from the propagandist efforts of 

the Orthodox Church and abandoned Christianity for Islam, their so-called 

conversion merely serving as a stepping-stone to their entrance into the faith of 

the Prophet. 

 They may, indeed, have been inscribed in the official registers as 

Christians, but they resolutely stood out against any efforts that were made to 

Christianise them. In a semi-official article, published in 1872, the writer says : " 

It is a fact worthy of attention that a long series of evident apostasies coincides 

with the beginning of measures to confirm the converts in the Christian faith. 

There must be, therefore, some collateral cause producing those cases of 

apostasy precisely at the moment when the contrary might be expected." The 

fact seems to be that these Tatars having all the tune remained Muhammadan at 

heart, resisted the active measures taken to make their nominal profession of 

Christianity in any way a reality.
1
 But in the latter part of the nineteenth century 

efforts were made to Christianise these heathen and Muslim tribes by means of 

schools established in their midst. In this way it was hoped to win the younger 

generation, since otherwise it seemed impossible to gain an entrance for 

Christianity among the Tatars, for, as a Russian professor said, "The citizens of 

Kazan are hard to win, but we get some little folk from the villages on the 

steppe, and train them in the fear of God. Once they are with us they can never 

turn back."
2
 For the Russian criminal code used to contain severe enactments 

against those who fell away from the Orthodox Church,
33 

and sentenced any 

person convicted of converting a Christian to Islam to the loss of all civil rights 

and to imprisonment with hard labour for a term varying from eight to ten years. 

In spite, however, of the edicts of the government, Muslim propagandism 

succeeded in winning over whole villages to the faith of Islam, especially among 

the tribes of northeastern Russia.
4
 

The town of Kazan is the chief centre of this missionary activity; a large 

number of Muslim publications are printed here every year, and mullās go forth 

from the University to convert the pagans in the villages and bring back to Islam 

the Tatars who have allowed themselves to be baptised. The increasing number 

of these Christian Tatars, who have gone to swell the ranks of Islam, has 

alarmed the clergy of the Orthodox Church, but their efforts have failed to check 

the success of the mullās.
5
 Especially since the edict of toleration in 1905, mass 

conversions have been reported, e.g. in 1909, ninety-one families in the village 
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of Atomva are said to have become Muhammadan,
1
 and as many as 53,000 

persons between 1906 and 1910.
2
 This propaganda is said to owe much of its 

success to the higher moral level of life in Muslim society, as well as to the 

stronger feeling of solidarity that prevails in it;
3
 moreover, the methods adopted 

by the Russian clergy, supported by the government, to make the so-called 

Christian Tatars more orthodox, have caused the Christian faith to become un-

popular among them.
4
 On the other hand, the propaganda of Islam is very 

zealously carried forward; "every simple, untaught Moslem is a missionary of 

his religion, and the poor, dark, untaught heathen or half-heathen tribes cannot 

resist their force. In many villages of baptised aborigines the men go away for 

the winter to work as tailors in Moslem villages. There they are converted to 

Islam, and they return to their villages as fanatics bringing with them Moslem 

ideas with which to influence their homes."
5
 

The tribes that have chiefly come under the influence of this missionary 

movement are the Votiaks, the greater part of whom are baptised Christians, but 

many became Muslims in the eighteenth and the beginning of the nineteenth 

centuries; and the influence of Islam is continually growing both among those 

that are Christian and among the small remnant that is still heathen. The 

Cheremiss, like the Votiaks, are a Finnish tribe, about a quarter of whom are still 

heathen, but many have already embraced Islam and it is probable that most of 

them will soon adopt the same religion. The movement of the Cheremiss 

towards Islam made itself manifest in the nineteenth century and though many 

of them were nominally Christian, whole villages of them became 

Muhammadan despite the laws forbidding conversion except to the Orthodox 

Church.
6
 They became Muhammadan through their immediate contact with the 

Bashkirs and Tatars, whose family and social customs were very similar to their 

own. The process sometimes began with intermarriages with Muhammadans—e. 

g. in one village a Cheremiss family intermarried with some Bashkirs and 

adopted their faith; the converts being persecuted as " circumcised dogs " in 

their own village, moved away and founded a new settlement some miles off, 

some wealthy Bashkirs helping them with money; but as they were officially 

registered as heathen, they could not get permission for the building of a 

mosque, so a few Bashkir families in the neighbourhood moved into the new 

settlement, in order to make up the number requisite for obtaining the necessary 

official permission.
7
 A similar process has several times occurred in other 

villages in which Muhammadans have come to settle and have intermarried with 

Cheremiss.
8
 In other cases there has been a definite missionary movement—e. g. 
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g. in the beginning of the nineteenth century the village of Karakul was 

inhabited by Christian Cheremiss, but shortly after the middle of the century 

some families were converted to Islam by a Cheremiss who had become a 

mullā; on his death he was succeeded by a Bashkir from another village. Later 

on, the converts moved away to Tatar and Bashkir villages, their place being 

taken by Tatars, until the whole village became practically Tatar, few of the 

younger generation retaining any knowledge of the Cheremiss language, and 

intermarriages taking place only with Tatars.
1
 Apart from this proselytising 

activity, there has been a very distinct spread of Tatar influence in speech and 

manners among the Cheremiss. The Tatar language has spread among them, 

bringing with it the moral and religious ideas of Islam; the adoption of the Tatar 

dress is held to be a sign of superior culture, and if a Cheremiss does not dress 

like a Tatar he runs the risk of being laughed at by the first Tatar he meets or by 

his fellow Cheremiss; all this cultural movement tends to the ultimate adoption 

of the Tatar religion.
2
 After their conversion, the Cheremiss are said to be very 

zealous in the propagation of their new faith and receive the assistance of 

wealthy Tatars;
3
 on the other hand, the Russians despise the Cheremiss as an 

inferior race and apply opprobrious epithets even to those among them who are 

Christians.
4 

About one-fourth of the Cheremiss are still heathen, but Muslim 

influences are so powerful among them that it is probable that in course of time 

they will for the most part become Muhammadans.
5
 The Chuvash, who number 

about 1,000,000, have nearly all been baptised; there are about 20,000 of them 

that are still heathen but these are gradually being absorbed by Islam, while 

some of the Christian Chuvash have become Muhammadans and the rest are 

coming under Muslim influences. The extent of their zeal for their converts may 

be judged from the instance of a Christian Chuvash village, the priest of which 

had spent several years in collecting the 300 roubles necessary for the repair of 

the church; eight Chuvash families became Muhammadan and in the course of a 

few months 2000 roubles were collected for the building of a mosque.
6
 Such 

ready activity is characteristic of the Muslim propaganda now being carried 

among the aboriginal tribes. Each family that accepts Islam receives help either 

in money or in kind: a house is built for one; a field, cattle, etc., are purchased 

for another; when several families in a village are converted, a mosque is built 

for them and a school established for their children.
7
 

Of the spread of Islam among the Tatars of Siberia, we have a few 

particulars. It was not until the latter half of  the sixteenth century that it gained 

a footing in this country, but even before this period Muhammadan missionaries 
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had from time to time made their way into Siberia with the hope of winning the 

heathen population over to the acceptance of their faith, but the majority of them 

met with a martyr's death. When Siberia came under Muhammadan rule, in the 

reign of Kūchum Khān, the graves of seven of these missionaries were 

discovered by an aged Shaykh who came from Bukhārā to search them out, 

being anxious that some memorial should be kept of the devotion of these 

martyrs to the faith : he was able to give the names of this number, and up to the 

last century their memory was still revered by the Tatars of Siberia.
1
 When 

Kūchum Khān (who was descended from Jūjī Khān, the eldest son of Chingīz 

khān) became Khān of Siberia (about the year 1570), either by right of conquest 

or (according to another account) at the invitation of the people whose Khān had 

died without issue,
2 

he made every effort for the conversion of his subjects, and 

sent to Bukhārā asking for missionaries to assist him in this pious undertaking. 

One of the missionaries who was sent from Bukhārā has left us an account of 

how he set out with a companion to the capital of Kūchum Khān, on the bank of 

the Irtish. Here, after two years, his companion died, and, for some reasons that 

the writer does not mention, he went back again; but soon afterwards returned to 

the scene of his labours, bringing with him another coadjutor, when Kuchum 

Khan had appealed for help once more to Bukhara.
3 

Missionaries also came to 

Siberia from Kazan. But the advancing tide of Russian conquest soon brought 

the proselytising efforts of Kūchum Khān to an end before much had been 

accomplished, especially as many of the tribes under his rule offered a strong 

opposition to all attempts made to convert them. 

But though interrupted by the Russian conquest, the progress of Islam was 

by no means stopped. Mullās from Bukhārā and other cities of Central Asia and 

merchants from Kazan were continually active as missionaries of Islam in 

Siberia. In 1745 an entrance was first effected among the Baraba Tatars 

(between the Irtish and the Ob), and though at the beginning of the nineteenth 

century many were still heathen, they have now all become Musalmans.
4
 The 

conversion of the Kirghiz has already been spoken of above: the history of most 

of the other Muslim tribes of Siberia is very obscure, but their conversion is 

probably of a recent date. Among the instruments of Muhammadan propaganda 

at the present time, it is interesting to note the large place taken by the folk-

songs of the Kirghiz, in which, interwoven with tale and legend, the main truths 

of Islam make their way into the hearts of the common people.
5
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CHAPTER IX. 

 

THE  SPREAD  OF ISLAM  IN   INDIA. 

 

THE Muhammadan invasions of India and the foundation and growth of 

the Muhammadan power in that country, have found many historians, both 

among contemporary and later writers. But hitherto no one has attempted to 

write a history of the spread of Islam in India, considered apart from the military 

successes and administrative achievements of its adherents. Indeed, to many, 

such a task must appear impossible. For India has often been picked out as a 

typical instance of a country in which Islam owes its existence and continuance 

in existence to the settlement in it of foreign, conquering Muhammadan races, 

who have transmitted their faith to their descendants, and only succeeded in 

spreading it beyond their own circle by means of persecution and forced 

conversions. Thus the missionary spirit of Islam is supposed to show itself in its 

true light in the brutal massacres of Brahmans by Mahmūd of Ghaznặ, in the 

persecutions of Aurangzeb, the forcible circumcisions effected by Ḥaydar 'Alī, 

Tīpū Sulṭ ān and the like. 

But among the sixty-six millions of Indian Musalmans there are vast 

numbers of converts or descendants of converts, in whose conversion force 

played no part and the only influences at work were the teaching and persuasion 

of peaceful missionaries. This class of converts forms a very distinct group by 

itself which can be distinguished from that of the forcibly converted and the 

other heterogeneous elements of which Muslim India is made up. The entire 

community may be roughly divided into those of foreign race who brought their 

faith into the country along with them, and those who have been converted from 

one of the previous religions of the country under various inducements and at 

many different periods of history. The foreign settlement consists of three main 

bodies: first, and numerically the most important, are the immigrants from 

across the north-west frontier, who are found chiefly in Sind and the Panjab; 

next come the descendants of the court and armies of the various Muhammadan 

dynasties, mainly in Upper India and to a much smaller extent in the Deccan; 

lastly, all along the west coast are settlements probably of Arab descent, whose 

original founders came to India by sea.
1
 But the number of families of foreign 

origin that actually settled in India is nowhere great except in the Panjāb and its 

neighbourhood. More than half the Muslim population of India has indeed 

assumed appellations of distinctly foreign races, such as Shaykh, Beg, Khān, 

and even Sayyid, but the greater portion of them are local converts or 

descendants of converts, who have taken the title of the person of highest rank 

amongst those by whom they were converted or have affiliated themselves to the 

aristocracy of Islam on even less plausible grounds.
2
 Of this latter section of the 
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community—the converted natives of the country—part no doubt owed their 

change of religion to force and official pressure, but by far the majority of them 

entered the pale of Islam of their own free will. The history of the proselytising 

movements and the social influences that brought about their conversion has 

hitherto received very little attention, and most of the commonly accessible 

histories of the Muhammadans in India, whether written by European or by 

native authors, are mere chronicles of wars, campaigns and the achievements of 

princes, in which little mention of the religious life of the time finds a place, 

unless it has taken the form of fanaticism or intolerance. From the biographies of 

the Muslim saints, however, and from local traditions, something may be 

learned of the missionary work that was carried on quite independently of the 

political life of the country. But before dealing with these it is proposed to give 

an account of the official propagation of Islam and of the part played by the 

Muhammadan rulers in the spread of their faith.  

 From the fifteenth year after the death of the Prophet, when an Arab 

expedition was sent into Sind, up to the eighteenth century, a series of 

Muhammadan invaders, some founders of great empires, others mere 

adventurers, poured into India from the north-west. While some came only to 

plunder and retired laden with spoils, others remained to found kingdoms that 

have had a lasting influence to the present day. But of none of these do we learn 

that they were accompanied by any missionaries or preachers. Not that they 

were indifferent to their religion. TO many of them, their invasion of India 

appeared in the light of a holy war. Such was evidently the thought in the minds 

of Maḥ mūd of Ghaznặ and Tīmūr. The latter, after his capture of Dehli, writes 

as follows in his autobiography:— "I had been at Dehli fifteen days, which time 

I passed in pleasure and enjoyment, holding royal Courts and giving great feasts. 

I then reflected that I had come to Hindustān to war against infidels, and my 

enterprise had been so blessed that wherever I had gone I had been victorious. I 

had triumphed over my adversaries, I had put to death some lacs of infidels and 

idolaters, and I had stained my proselyting sword with the blood of the enemies 

of the faith. Now this crowning victory had been won, and I felt that I ought not 

to indulge in ease, but rather to exert myself in warring against .the infidels of 

Hindustan."
1
 Though he speaks much of his "proselyting sword," it seems, 

however, to have served no other purpose than that of sending infidels to hell. 

Most of the Muslim invaders seem to have acted in a very similar way; in the 

name of Allāh, idols were thrown down, their priests put to the sword, and their 

temples destroyed; while mosques were often erected in their place. It is true 

that the offer of Islam was generally made to the unbelieving Hindus before any 

attack was made upon them.
2
 Fear occasionally dictated a timely acceptance of 

such offers and led to conversions which, in the earlier days of the Muham-
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madan invasion at least, were generally short-lived and ceased to be effective 

after the retreat of the invader. An illustration in point is furnished by the story 

of Hardatta, a ra'is of Bulandshahr, whose submission to Maḥ mūd of Ghaznặ is 

thus related in the history of that conqueror's campaigns written by his secretary. 

"At length (about A.D. 1019) he (i.e. Maḥ mūd) arrived at the fort of Barba,
1 

in 

the country of Hardat, who was one of the rā'īs, that is "kings," in the Hindī 

language. When Hardat heard of this invasion by the protected warriors of God, 

who advanced like the waves of the sea, with the angels around them on all 

sides, he became greatly agitated, his steps trembled, and he feared for his life, 

which was forfeited under the law of God. So he reflected that his safety would 

best be secured by conforming to the religion of Islam, since God's sword was 

drawn from the scabbard, and the whip of punishment was uplifted. He came 

forth, therefore, with ten thousand men, who all proclaimed their anxiety for 

conversion and their rejection of idols."
2
  

These new converts probably took the earliest opportunity of apostatising 

presented to them by the retreat of the conqueror—a kind of action which we 

find the early Muhammadan historians of India continually complaining of. For 

when Quṭ b al-Dīn Ībak attacked Baran in 1193, he was stoutly opposed by 

Chandrasen, the then Rājā, who was a lineal descendant of Hardatta and whose 

very name betrays his Hindu faith : nor do we hear of there being any 

Musalmans remaining under his rule.
3
 

But these conquerors would appear to have had very little of that " love 

for souls " which animates the true missionary and which has achieved such 

great conquests for Islam. The Khiljīs (1290-1320), the Tughlaqs (1320-1412), 

and the Lodis (1451-1526) were generally too busily engaged in fighting to pay 

much regard to the interests of religion, or else thought more of the exaction of 

tribute than of the work of conversion.
4
 Not that they were entirely lacking in 

religious zeal: e. g. the Ghakkars, a barbarous people in the mountainous 

districts of the North of the Panjab, who gave the early invaders much trouble, 

are said to have been converted through the influence of Muḥ ammad Ghorī at 

the end of the twelfth century. Their chieftain had been taken prisoner by the 

Muhammadan monarch, who induced him to become a Musalman, and then 

confirming him in his title of chief of this tribe, sent him back to convert his 
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followers, many of whom having little religion of their own were easily 

prevailed upon to embrace Islam.
1
 According to Ibn Baṭ ūṭ ah, the Khiljīs 

offered some encouragement to conversion by making it a custom to have the 

new convert presented to the sultan, who clad him in a robe of honour and gave 

him a collar and bracelets of gold, of a value proportionate to his rank.
2
 But the 

monarchs of the earlier Muhammadan dynasties as a rule evinced very little 

proselytising zeal, and it would be hard to find a parallel in their history to the 

following passage from the autobiography of Fīrūz Shāh Tughlaq (1351-1388): 

" I encouraged my infidel subjects to embrace the religion of the Prophet, and I 

proclaimed that every one who repeated the creed and became a Musalman 

should be exempt from the jizyah, or poll tax. Information of this came to the 

ears of the people at large and great numbers of Hindus presented themselves, 

and were admitted to the honour of Islam. Thus they came forward day by day 

from every quarter, and, adopting the faith, were exonerated from the jizyah, and 

were favoured with presents and honours."
3
 

As the Muhammadan power became consolidated, and particularly under 

the Mughal dynasty, the religious influences of Islam naturally became more 

permanent and persistent. These influences are certainly apparent in the Hindu 

theistic movements that arose in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, and 

Bishop Lefroy has conjectured that the positive character of Muslim teaching 

attracted minds that were dissatisfied with the vagueness and subjectivity of a 

Pantheistic system of thought. "When Mohammedanism, with its strong grasp of 

the reality of the Divine existence and, as flowing from this, of the absolutely 

fixed and objective character of truth, came into conflict with the haziness of 

Pantheistic thought and the subjectivity of its belief, it necessarily followed, not 

only that it triumphed in the struggle, but also that it came as a veritable tonic to 

the life and thought of Upper India, quickening into a fresh and more vigorous 

life many minds which never accepted for themselves its intellectual sway."
4
 

A powerful incentive to conversion was offered, when adherence to an 

idolatrous system stood in the way of advancement at the Muhammadan courts; 

and though a spirit of tolerance, which reached its culmination under the eclectic 

Akbar, was very often shown towards Hinduism, and respected even, for the 

most part, the state endowments of that religion;
5
 and though the dread of 

unpopularity and the desire of conciliation dictated a policy of non-interference 

and deprecated such deeds of violence and such outbursts of fanaticism as had 

characterised the earlier period of invasion and triumph, still such motives of 

self-interest gained many converts from Hinduism to the Muhammadan faith. 

Many Rajputs became converts in this way, and their descendants are to this day 
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to be found among the landed aristocracy. The most important perhaps among 

these is the Musalman branch of the great Bachgoti clan, the head of which is 

the premier Muhammadan noble of Oudh. According to one tradition, their 

ancestor Tilok Chand was taken prisoner by the Emperor Bābar, and to regain 

his liberty adopted the faith of Islam;
1
 but another legend places his conversion 

in the reign of Humāyūn. This prince having heard of the marvellous beauty of 

Tilok Chand's wife, had her carried off while she was at a fair. No sooner, 

however, was she brought to him than his conscience smote him and he sent for 

her husband. Tilok Chand had despaired of ever seeing her again, and in 

gratitude he and his wife embraced the faith "which taught such generous 

purity."
2
 These converted Rajputs are very zealous in the practice of their 

religion, yet often betray their Hindu origin in a very striking manner. In the 

district of Bulandshahr, for example, a large Musalman family, which is known 

as the Lālkhānī Paṭ hāns, still (with some exceptions) retains its old Hindu titles 

and family customs of marriage, while Hindu branches of the same clan still 

exist side by side with it.
3
 In the Mirzapur district, the Gaharwar Rajputs, who 

are now Muslim, still retain in all domestic matters Hindu laws and customs and 

prefix a Hindu honorific title to their Muhammadan names.
4
 

Official pressure is said never to have been more persistently brought to 

bear upon the Hindus than in the reign of Aurangzeb. In the eastern districts of 

the Panjāb, there are many cases in which the ancestor of the Musalman branch 

of the village community is said to have changed his religion in the reign of this 

zealot, "in order to save the land of the village." In Gurgaon, near Dehli, there is 

a Hindu family of Banyas who still bear the title of Shaykh (which is commonly 

adopted by converted Hindus), because one of the members of the family, whose 

line is now extinct, became a convert in order to save the family property from 

confiscation.
5
 Many Rajput landowners, in the Cawnpore district, were 

compelled to embrace Islam for the same reason.
6
 In other cases the ancestor is 

said to have been carried as a prisoner or hostage to Dehli, and there forcibly 

circumcised and converted.
7
 It should be noted that the only authority for these 

forced conversions is family or local tradition, and no mention of such (as far as 

I have been able to discover) is made in the historical accounts of Aurangzeb's 
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reign.
1
 It is established without doubt that forced conversions have been made 

by Muhammadan rulers, and it seems probable that Aurangzeb's well-known 

zeal on behalf of his faith has caused many families of Northern India (the 

history of whose conversion has been forgotten) to attribute their change of faith 

to this, the most easily assignable cause. Similarly in the Deccan, Aurangzeb 

shares with Ḥaydar 'Alī and Tīpū Sulṭ ān (these being the best known of 

modern Muhammadan rulers) the reputation of having forcibly converted sundry 

families and sections of the population, whose conversion undoubtedly dates 

from a much earlier period, from which no historical record of the circumstances 

of the case has come down.
2
 

Tīpū Sulṭ ān is probably the Muhammadan monarch who most 

systematically engaged in the work of forcible conversion. In 1788 he issued the 

following proclamation to the people of Malabar: " From the period of the 

conquest until this day, during twenty-four years, you have been a turbulent and 

refractory people, and in the wars waged during your rainy season, you have 

caused numbers of our warriors to taste the draught of martyrdom. Be it so. 

What is past is past. Hereafter you must proceed in an opposite manner, dwell 

quietly and pay your dues like good subjects; and since it is the practice with 

you for one woman to associate with ten men, and you leave your mothers and 

sisters unconstrained in their obscene practices, and are thence all born in 

adultery, and are more shameless in your connections than the beasts of the 

field, I hereby require you to forsake these sinful practices and to be like the rest 

of mankind; and if you are disobedient to these commands, I have made 

repeated vows to honour the whole of you with Islam and to march all the chief 

persons to the seat of Government." This proclamation stirred up a general 

revolt in Malabar, and early in 1789 Tīpū Sulṭ ān prepared to enforce his 

proclamation with an army of more than twenty thousand men, and issued 

general orders that " every being in the district without distinction should be 

honoured with Islam, that the houses of such as fled to avoid that honour should 

be burned, that they should be traced to their lurking places, and that all means 

of truth and falsehood, force or fraud should be employed to effect their 

universal conversion." Thousands of Hindus were accordingly circumcised and 

made to eat beef; but by the end of 1790 the British army had destroyed the last 

remnant of Tīpū Sulṭ ān's power in Malabar, and this monarch himself perished 

early in 1799 at the capture of Seringapatam. Most of the Brahmans and Nayars 

who had been forcibly converted, subsequently disowned their new religion.
3
 

How little was effected towards the spread of Islam by violence on the 

part of the Muhammadan rulers may be judged from the fact that even in the 

centres of the Muhammadan power, such as Dehli and Agra, the Muhammadans 
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in modern times in the former district hardly exceeded one-tenth, and in the 

latter they did not form one-fourth of the population.
1
 A remarkable example of 

the worthlessness of forced conversion is exhibited in the case of Bodh Mal, 

Raja of Majhauli, in the district of Gorakhpur; he was arrested by Akbar in 

default of revenue, carried to Dehli, and there converted to Islam, receiving the 

name of Muḥ ammad Salīm. But on his return his wife refused to let him into 

the ancestral castle, and, as apparently she had the sympathy of his subjects on 

her side, she governed his territories during the minority of his son Bhawāni 

Mal, so that the Hindu succession remained undisturbed.
2
 Until recently there 

were some strange survivals of a similarly futile false conversion, noticeable in 

certain customs of a Hindu sect called the Bishnois, the principal tenet of whose 

faith is the renunciation of all Hindu deities, except Viṣ ṇ u. They used recently 

to bury their dead, instead of burning them, to adopt Ghulām Muḥ ammad and 

other Muhammadan names, and use the Muslim form of salutation. They ex-

plained their adoption of these Muhammadan customs by saying that having 

once slain a Qāḍ ī, who had interfered with their rite of widow-burning, they had 

compounded for the offence by embracing Islam. They have now, however, 

renounced these practices in favour of Hindu customs.
3
 

But though some Muhammadan rulers may have been more successful in 

forcing an acceptance of Islam on certain of their Hindu subjects than in the last-

mentioned cases, and whatever truth there may be in the assertion
4
 that " it is 

impossible even to approach the religious side of the Mahomedan position in 

India without surveying first its political aspect," we undoubtedly find that Islam 

has gained its greatest and most lasting missionary triumphs in times and places 

in which its political power has been weakest, as in Southern India and Eastern 

Bengal. Of such missionary movements it is now proposed to essay some 

account, commencing with Southern India and the Deccan, then after reviewing 

the history of Sind, Cutch and Gujarat, passing to Bengal, and finally noticing 

some missionaries whose work lay outside the above geographical limits. Of 

several of the missionaries to be referred to, little is recorded beyond their names 

and the sphere of their labours; accordingly, in view of the general dearth of 

such missionary annals, any available details have been given at length. 

The first advent of Islam in South India dates as far back as the eighth 

century, when a band of refugees, to whom the Mappillas trace their descent, 

came from 'Iraq and settled in the country.
5
 The trade in spices, ivory, gems, 

etc., between India and Europe, which for many hundred years was conducted 

by the Arabs and Persians, caused a continual stream of Muhammadan influence 

to flow in upon the west coast of Southern India. From this constant influx of 

foreigners there resulted a mixed population, half Hindu and half Arab or 
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Persian, in the trading centres along the coast. Very friendly relations appear to 

have existed between these Muslim traders and the Hindu rulers, who extended 

to them their protection and patronage in consideration of the increased 

commercial activity and consequent prosperity of the country, that resulted from 

their presence in it,
1
 and no obstacles were placed in the way of proselytising, 

the native converts receiving the same consideration and respect as the foreign 

merchants, even though before their conversion they had belonged to the lowest 

grades of society.
2
 

The traditionary account of the introduction of Islam into Malabar, as 

given by a Muhammadan historian of the sixteenth century, represents the first 

missionaries to have been a party of pilgrims on their way to visit the foot-print 

of Adam in Ceylon; on their arrival at Cranganore the Raja sent for them and the 

leader of the party, Shaykh Sharaf b. Mālik, who was accompanied by his 

brother, Mālik b. Dīnār, and his nephew, Mālik b. Ḥabīb, took the opportunity 

of expounding to him the faith of Islam and the mission of Muḥ ammad, " and 

God caused the truth of the Prophet's teaching to enter into the king's heart and 

he believed therein; and his heart became filled with love for the Prophet and he 

bade the Shaykh and companions come back to him again on their return from 

their pilgrimage to Adam's foot-print."
3
 On the return of the pilgrims from 

Ceylon, the king secretly departed with them in a ship bound for the coast of 

Arabia, leaving his kingdom in the hand of viceroys. Here he remained for some 

time, and was just about to return to his own country, with the intention of 

erecting mosques there and spreading the faith of Islam, when he fell sick and 

died. On his death-bed he solemnly enjoined on his companions not to abandon 

their proposed missionary journey to Malabar, and to assist them in their 

labours, he gave them letters of recommendation to his viceroys, at the same 

time bidding them conceal the fact of his death. Armed with these letters, Sharaf 

b. Mālik and his companions sailed for Cranganore, where the king's letter 

secured for them a kindly welcome and a grant of land, on which they built a 

mosque. Malik b. Dīnār decided to settle there, but Mālik b. Ḥabīb set out on a 

missionary tour with the object of building mosques throughout Malabar. " So 

Mālik b. Ḥabīb set out for Quilon with his worldly goods and his wife and some 

of his children, and he built a mosque there; then leaving his wife there, he went 

on to Hīlī Mārāwī,
4
 where he built a mosque "; and so the narrative continues, 

giving a list of seven other places at which the missionary erected mosques, 

finally returning to Cranganore. Later on, he visited all these places again to 

pray in the mosque at each of them, and came back "praising and giving thanks 

to God for the manifestation of the faith of Islam in a land filled with 

unbelievers."
5
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In spite of the circumstantial character of this narrative, there is no 

evidence of its historicity. Popular belief puts the date of the events recorded as 

far back as the lifetime of the Prophet; with a mild scepticism Zayn al-Dīn 

thought that they could not have been earlier than the third century of the 

Hijrah;
1
 but there is no more authority for the one date than for the other, or for 

the common Mappilla tradition of the existence of the tomb of a Hindu king at 

Zafār, on the coast of Arabia, bearing the inscription, " 'Abd al-Raḥ mān al-

Sāmirī, arrived A.H. 212, died A.H. 216 ";
2
 and the mosque at Madāyi, said to 

have been founded by Malik b. Dīnār, bears an inscription commemorating its 

erection in A.D.1124.
3
 

But the legend certainly bears witness to the peaceful character of the 

proselytising influences that were at work on the Malabar coast for centuries. 

The agents in this work were chiefly Arab merchants, but Ibn Baṭ ūṭ ah makes 

mention of several professed theologians from Arabia and elsewhere, whom he 

met in various towns on the Malabar coast.
4
 The Zamorin of Calicut, who was 

one of the chief patrons of Arab trade, is said to have encouraged conversion to 

Islam, in order to man the Arab ships on which he depended for his 

aggrandisement, and to have ordered that in every family of fishermen in his 

dominion one or more of the male members should be brought up as 

Muhammadans.
5
 At the beginning of the sixteenth century the Mappillas were 

estimated to have formed one-fifth of the population of Malabar, spoke the same 

language as the Hindus, and were only distinguished from them by their long 

beards and peculiar head-dress. But for the arrival of the Portuguese, the whole 

of this coast would have become Muhammadan, because of the frequent 

conversions that took place and the powerful influence exercised by the Muslim 

merchants from other parts of India, such as Gujarāt and the Deccan, and from 

Arabia and Persia.
6
 

But there would appear to be no record of the individuals who took part in 

the propaganda, except in the case of the historian 'Abd al-Razzaq, who has 

himself left an account of his unsuccessful mission to the court of the Zamorin 

of Calicut. He was sent on this mission in the year 1441 by the Timurid Shah 

Rukh Bahadur, in response to an appeal made by an ambassador who had been 
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sent by the Zamorin of Calicut to this monarch. The ambassador was himself a 

Musalman and represented to the Sultan how excellent and meritorious an action 

it would be to send a special envoy to the Zamorin, " to invite him to accept 

Islam in accordance with the injunction ' Summon thou to the ways of thy Lord 

with wisdom and with kindly warning,'
1
 and open the bolt of darkness and error 

that locked his benighted heart, and let the splendour of the light of the faith and 

the brightness of the sun of knowledge shine into the window of his soul." 'Abd 

al-Razzāq was chosen for this task and after an adventurous journey reached 

Calicut, but appears to have met with a cold reception, and after remaining there 

for about six months abandoned his original purposes and made his way back to 

Khurāsān, which he reached after an absence of three years.
2
 

Another community of Musalmans in Southern India, the Ravuttans,
3
 

ascribe their conversion to the preaching of. missionaries whose tombs are held 

in veneration by them to the present day. The most famous of these was Sayyid 

Nathar Shah
4
 (A.D. 969-1039) who after many wanderings in Arabia, Persia and 

Northern India, settled down .in Trichinopoly, where he spent the remaining 

years of his life in prayer and works of charity, and converted a large number of 

Hindus to the faith of Islam; his tomb is much resorted to as a place of 

pilgrimage and the Muhammadans re-named Trichinopoly Natharnagar, after 

the name of their saint.
5
 Sayyid Ibrāhīm Shahīd (said to have been born about 

the middle of the twelfth century), Whose tomb is at Ervadi, was a militant hero 

who led an expedition into the Pandyan kingdom, occupied the country for 

about twelve years, but was at length slain; his son's life was, however, spared in 

consideration of the beneficent rule of his father, and a grant of land given to 

him, which his descendants enjoy to the present day. The latest of these saints, 

Shāh al-Ḥamīd"(1532-1600), was born at Manikpur in Northern India, and spent 

most of his life in visiting the holy shrines of Islam and in missionary tours 

chiefly throughout Southern India; he finally settled in Nagore, where the 

descendants of his adopted son are still in charge of his tomb.
6
 

Another group of Muhammadans in Southern India, the Dudekulas, who 

live by cotton cleaning (as their name denotes) and by weaving coarse fabrics, 

attribute their conversion to Bābā Fakhr al-Dīn, whose tomb they revere at 

Penukonda. Legend says that he was originally a king of Sīstān, who abdicated 

his throne in favour of his brother and became a religious mendicant. After 

making the pilgrimage to Mecca and Medina, he was bidden by the Prophet in a 

dream to go to India; here he met Nathar Shah, of Trichinopoly, and became his 
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disciple and was sent by him in company with 200 religious mendicants on a 

proselytising mission. The legend goes on to say that they finally settled at 

Penukonda in the vicinity of a Hindu temple, where their presence was 

unwelcome to the Raja of the place, but instead of appealing to force he applied 

several tests to discover whether the Muhammadan saint or his own priest was 

the better qualified by sanctity to possess the temple. As a final test, he had them 

both tied up in sacks filled with lime and thrown into tanks. The Hindu priest 

never re-appeared, but Bābā Fakhr al-Dīn asserted the superiority of his faith by 

being miraculously transported to a hill outside the town. The Raja hereupon 

became a Musalman, and his example was followed by a large number of the 

inhabitants of the neighbourhood, and the temple was turned into a mosque.
1
 

The history of Islam in Southern India by no means always continued to 

be of so peaceful a character, but it does not appear that the forcible conversions 

of the Hindus and others to Islam which were perpetrated when the 

Muhammadan power became paramount under Ḥaydar 'Alī (1767-1782) and 

Tīpū Sulṭ ān (1782-1799), can be paralleled in the earlier history of this part of 

India. However this may be, there is no reason to doubt that constant 

conversions by peaceful methods were made to Islam from among the lower 

castes,
2
 as is the case at the present day when accessions to Islam from time to 

time occur from among the Tiyans, who are said to form one of the most 

progressive communities in India, the Mukkuvans or fisherman caste, as well as 

from the Cherumans or agricultural labourers, and other serf castes, to whom 

Islam brings deliverance from the disabilities attaching to the outcasts of the 

Hindu social system; occasionally, also, converts are drawn from among the 

Nayars and the native Christians. In Ponnani, the residence of the spiritual head 

of the majority of the Muhammadans of Malabar, there is an association entitled 

Minnat al-Islam Sabha, where converts are instructed in the tenets of their new 

faith and material assistance rendered to those under instruction; the average 

number of converts received in this institution in the course of the first three 

years of the twentieth century, was 750.
3 

So numerous have these conversions 

from Hinduism been, that the tendency of the Muhammadans of the west as well 

as the east coast of Southern India has been to reversion to the Hindu or 

aboriginal type, and, except in the case of some of the nobler families, they now 

in great part present all the characteristics of an aboriginal people, with very 

little of the original foreign blood in them.
4
 In the western coast districts the 

tyranny of caste intolerance is peculiarly oppressive ; to give but one instance, in 

Travancore certain of the lower castes may not come nearer than seventy-four 

paces to a Brahman, and have to make a grunting noise as they pass along the 

road, in order to give warning of their approach. Similar instances might be 
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abundantly multiplied. What wonder, then, that the Musalman population is fast 

increasing through conversion from these lower castes, who thereby free 

themselves from such degrading oppression, and raise themselves and their 

descendants in the social scale? 

In fact the Mappilas on the west coast are said to be increasing so 

considerably through accessions from the lower classes of Hindus, as to render it 

possible that in a few years the whole of the lower races of the west coast may 

become Muhammadans.
1
 

It was most probably from Malabar that Islam crossed over to the 

Laccadive and Maldive Islands, the population of which is now entirely Muslim. 

The inhabitants of these islands owed their conversion to the Arab and Persian 

merchants, who established themselves in the country, intermarrying with the 

natives, and thus smoothing the way for the work of active proselytism. The date 

of the conversion of the first Muhammadan Sultan of the Maldive Islands, 

Aḥ mad Shanūrāzah,
2
 has been conjectured to have occurred about A.D. 1200, 

but it is very possible that the Muhammadan merchants had introduced their 

religion into the island as much as three centuries before, and the process of 

conversion must undoubtedly have been a gradual one.
3 

No details, however, 

have come down to us. 

At Mālē, the seat of government, is found the tomb of Shaykh Yūsuf 

Shams al-Din, a native of Tabrīz, in Persia, who is said to have been a successful 

missionary of Islam in these islands. His tomb is still held in great veneration, 

and always kept in good repair, and in the same part of the island are buried 

some of his countrymen who came in search of him, and remained in the 

Maldives until their death.
4
 

The introduction of Islam into the neighbouring Laccadive Islands is 

attributed to an Arab preacher, known to the islanders by the name of Mumba 

Mulyaka; his tomb is still shown at Androth and as the present qāḍ ī of that 

place claims to be twenty-sixth in descent from him, he probably reached these 

islands some time in the twelfth century.
5
 

The Deccan also was the scene of the successful labours of many Muslim 

missionaries. It has already been pointed out that from very early times Arab 

traders had visited the towns on the west coast; in the tenth century we are told 

that the Arabs were settled in large numbers in the towns of the Konkan, having 

intermarried with the women of the country and living under their own laws and 
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religion.
1 

Under the Muhammadan dynasties of the Bahmanid (1347-1490) and 

Bījāpūr (1489-1686) kings, a fresh impulse was given to Arab immigration, and 

with the trader and the soldier of fortune came the missionaries seeking to make 

spiritual conquests in the cause of Islam, and win over the unbelieving people of 

the country by their preaching and example, for of forcible conversions we have 

no record under the early Deccan dynasties, whose rule was characterised by a 

striking toleration.
2
 

One of these Arab preachers, Pīr Mahābīr Khamdāyat, came as a 

missionary to the Deccan as early as A.D. 1304, and among the cultivating 

classes of Bījāpūr are to be found descendants of the Jains who were converted 

by him.
3 

About the close of the same century a celebrated saint of Gulbarga, 

Sayyid Muḥ ammad Gīsūdarāz,
4
 converted a number of Hindus of the Poona 

district, and twenty years later his labours were crowned with a like success in 

Belgaum.
5 

At Dahanu still reside the descendants of a relative of one of the 

greatest saints of Islam, Sayyid 'Abd al-Qādir Jīlānī of Baghdād; he came to 

Western India about the fifteenth century, and after making many converts in the 

Konkan, died and was buried at Dahanu.
6
 In the district of Dharwar, there are 

large numbers of weavers whose ancestors were converted by Hāshim Pīr 

Gujarātī, the religious teacher of the Bījāpūr king, Ibrāhīm 'Ādil Shāh II, about 

the close of the sixteenth century. These men still regard the saint with special 

reverence and pay great respect to his descendants.
7
 The descendants of another 

saint, Shāh Muḥ ammad Ṣ ādiq Sarmast Ḥusaynī, are still found in Nasik; he is 

said to have been the most successful of Muhammadan missionaries; having 

come from Medina in 1568, he travelled over the greater part of Western India 

and finally settled at Nasik—in which district another very successful Muslim 

missionary, Khwājah Khunmir Ḥusaynī, had begun to labour about fifty years 

before.
8
 Two other Arab missionaries may be mentioned, the scene of whose 

proselytising efforts was laid in the district of Belgaum, namely Sayyid 

Muḥ ammad b. Sayyid 'Alī and Sayyid 'Umar 'Aydrūs Basheban.
9
 

Another missionary movement may be said roughly to centre round the 

city of Multan.
10

 This in the early days of the Arab conquest was one of the 

outposts of Islam, when Muḥ ammad b. Qāsim had established Muhammadan 

supremacy over Sind (A.D. 714). During the three centuries of Arab rule there 

were naturally many accessions to the faith of the conquerors. Several Sindian 
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princes responded to the invitation of the Caliph 'Umar b. 'Abd al-'Azīz to 

embrace Islam.
1
 The people of Sāwandari—who submitted to Muḥ ammad b. 

Qāsim and had peace granted to them on the condition that they would entertain 

the Musalmans and furnish guides—are spoken of by al-Balādhurī (writing 

about a hundred years later) as professing Islam in his time; and the despatches 

of the conqueror frequently refer to the conversion of .the unbelievers. 

That these conversions were in the main voluntary, may be judged from 

the toleration that the Arabs, after the first violence of their onslaught, showed 

towards their idolatrous subjects. The people of Brahmanābād, for example, 

whose city had been taken by storm, were allowed to repair their temple, which 

was a means of livelihood to the Brahmans, and nobody was to be forbidden or 

prevented from following his own religion,
2
 and generally, where submission 

was made, quarter was readily given, and the people were permitted the exercise 

of their own creeds and laws. 

During the troubles that befell the caliphate in the latter half of the ninth 

century, Sind, neglected by the central government, came to be divided among 

several petty princes, the most powerful of whom were the Amīrs of Multan and 

Mansūra. Such disunion naturally weakened the political power of the 

Musalmans, which had in fact begun to decline earlier in the century. For in the 

reign of al-Mu'taṣ im (A.D. 833-842), the Indians of Sindān
3
 declared themselves 

themselves independent, but they spared the mosque, in which the Musalmans 

were allowed to perform their devotions undisturbed.
4
 The Muhammadans of 

Multan succeeded in maintaining their political independence, and kept 

themselves from being conquered by the neighbouring Hindu princes, by 

threatening, if attacked, to destroy an idol which was held in great veneration by 

the Hindus and was visited by pilgrims from the most distant parts.
5
 But in the 

hour of its political decay, Islam was still achieving missionary successes. Al-

Balādhurī
6
 tells the following story of the conversion of a king of 'Usayfān, a 

country between Kashmir and Multan and Kabul. The people of this country 

worshipped an idol for which they had built a temple. The son of the king fell 

sick, and he desired the priests of the temple to pray to the idol for the recovery 

of his son. They retired for a short time, and then returned saying: "We have 

prayed and our supplications have been accepted." But no long time passed 

before the youth died. Then the king attacked the temple, destroyed and broke in 

pieces the idol, and slew the priests. He afterwards invited a party of 

Muhammadan traders, who made known to him the unity of God; whereupon he 

believed in the unity and became a Muslim. A similar missionary influence was 

doubtless exercised by the numerous communities of Muslim merchants who 
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carried their religion with them into the infidel cities of Hindustan. Arab 

geographers of the tenth and twelfth centuries mention the names of many such 

cities, both on the coast and inland, where the Musalmans built their mosques, 

and were safe under the protection of the native princes, who even granted them 

the privilege of living under their own laws.
1
 The Arab merchants at this time 

formed the medium of commercial communication between Sind and the 

neighbouring countries of India and the outside world. They brought the produce 

of China and Ceylon to the sea-ports of Sind and from there conveyed them by 

way of Multan to Turkistan and Khurāsān.
2
 

It would be strange if these traders, scattered about in the cities of the 

unbelievers, failed to exhibit the same proselytising zeal as we find in the 

Muhammadan trader elsewhere. To the influence of such trading communities 

was most probably due the conversion of the Sammas, who ruled over Sind from 

A.D. 1351 to 1521. While the reign of Nanda b. Bābiniyyah of this dynasty is 

specially mentioned as one of such " peace and security, that never was this 

prince called upon to ride forth to battle, and never did a foe take the field 

against him,"
3
 it is at the same time described as being " remarkable for its 

justice and an increase of Islam." This increase could thus only have been 

brought about by peaceful missionary methods. One of the most famous of these 

missionaries was the celebrated saint, Sayyid Yūsuf al-Dīn, a descendant of 

'Abd al-Qādir Jīlānī, who was bidden in a dream to leave Baghdād for India and 

convert its inhabitants to Islam. He came to Sind in 1422 and after labouring 

there for ten years, he succeeded in winning over to Islam 700 families of the 

Lohāna caste, who followed the example of two of their number, by name 

Sundarjī and Hansrāj; these men embraced Islam, after seeing some miracles 

performed by the saint, and on their conversion received the names of Adamjī 

and Taj Muhammad respectively. Under the leadership of the grandson of the 

former, these people afterwards migrated to Cutch, where their numbers were 

increased by converts from among the Cutch Lohānas.
4
 

 Sind was also the scene of the labours of Pīr Ṣ adr al-Dīn, an 

Ismā'īlī missionary, who was head of the Khojah sect about the year 1430. In 

accordance with the principles of accommodation practised by this sect, he took 

a Hindu name and made certain concessions to the religious beliefs of the 

Hindus whose conversion he sought to achieve, and introduced among them a 

book entitled Dasavatār in which 'Alī was made out to be the tenth Avatār or 

incarnation of Viṣ ṇ u; this book has been from the beginning the accepted 

scripture of the Khojah sect, and it is always read by the bedside of the dying 

and periodically at many festivals; it assumes the nine incarnations of Viṣ ṇ u to 

be true as far as they go, but to fall short of the perfect truth, and supplements 
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this imperfect Vaiṣ ṇ av system by the cardinal doctrine of the Ismā'īlians, the 

incarnation and coming manifestation of 'Alī. Further, he made out Brahmā to be 

Muḥ ammad, Viṣ ṇ u to be ' Alī and Adam Siva. The first of Pīr Ṣ adr al-Dīn's 

converts were won in the villages and towns of Upper Sind: he preached also in 

Cutch and from these parts the doctrines of this sect spread southwards through 

Gujarāt to Bombay; and at the present day Khojah communities are to be found 

in almost all the large trading towns of Western India and on the seaboard of the 

Indian Ocean,
1
 

 Pīr Ṣ adr al-Dīn was not however the first of the Ismā'īlian 

missionaries who came into India. He was preceded by 'Abd Allāh, a missionary 

sent from Yaman about 1067; he is said to have been a man of great learning, 

and is credited with the performance of many miracles, whereby he convinced a 

large number of Hindus of the truth of his religion.
2
 The second Ismā'īlī 

missionary, Nūr al-Dīn, generally known by the Hindu name he adopted, Nūr 

Satāgar, was sent into India from Alamūt, the stronghold of the Grand Master of 

the Ismā'īlīs, and reached Gujarāt in the reign of the Hindu king, Siddhā Rāj 

(A.D. 1094-1143).
3
 He adopted a Hindu name but told the Muhammadans that 

his real name was Sayyid Sa'ādat; he is said to have converted the Kanbīs, 

Khārwās and Korīs, low castes of Gujarāt.
4
 

 As Nūr Satāgar is revered .as the first missionary of the Khojahs, so 

is 'Abd Allah believed by some to have been the founder of the sect of the 

Bohras, a large and important community of Shī'ahs, mainly of Hindu origin, 

who are found in considerable numbers in the chief commercial centres of the 

Bombay Presidency. But others ascribe the honour of being the first Bohra 

missionary to Mullā 'Alī, of whose proselytising methods the following account 

is given by a Shi'ah historian: "As the people of Gujarāt in those days were 

infidels and accepted as their religious leader an old man whose teaching they 

blindly followed Mullā 'Alī saw no alternative but to go to the old man and ask 

to become his disciple, intending to set before him such convincing arguments 

that he would become a Musalman, and afterwards to attempt the conversion of 

others. He accordingly spent some years in the service of the old man, and 

having learned the language of the people of the country, read their books and 

acquired a knowledge of their sciences. Step by step he unfolded to the 

enlightened mind of the old man the truth of the faith of Islam and persuaded 

him to become a Musalman. After his conversion, some of his disciples 

followed the old man's example. Finally, the chief minister of the king of that 

country became aware of the old man's conversion to Islam, and going to see 

him submitted to his spiritual guidance and likewise became a Musalman. For a 
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long time, the old man, the minister and the rest of the converts to Islam, kept 

the fact of their conversion concealed and through fear of the king always took 

care to prevent it coming to his knowledge; but at length the king received a 

report of the minister's having adopted Islam and began to make inquiries. One 

day, without giving previous notice, he went to the minister's house and found 

him bowing his head in prayer and was vexed with him. The minister recognised 

the purpose of the king's visit, and realised that his displeasure had been excited 

by suspicions aroused by his prayer, with its bowing and prostrations; but the 

guidance of God and divine grace befitting the occasion, he said that he was 

making these movements because he was watching a serpent in the corner of the 

room. When the king turned towards the corner of the room, by divine 

providence he saw a snake there, and accepted the minister's excuse and his 

mind was cleared of all suspicions. In the end the king also secretly became a 

Musalman, but for reasons of state concealed his change of mind; when 

however, the hour of his death drew near, he gave orders that his body was not 

to be burnt, as is the custom of the infidels. Subsequently to his decease, when 

Sulṭ ān Ẓ afar, one of the trusty nobles of Sulṭ ān Fīrūz Shāh, king of Dehlī, 

conquered Gujarat, some of the Sunnī nobles who accompanied him used 

arguments to make the people join the Sunnī sect of the Muslim faith; so some 

of the Bohras are Sunnīs, but the greater part remain true to their original faith."
1
  

Several small groups of Musalmans in Cutch and Gujarāt trace their 

conversion to Imām Shāh of Pīrāna,
2
 who was actively engaged in missionary 

work during the latter half of the fifteenth century. He is said to have converted 

a large body of Hindu cultivators, by bringing about a fall of rain after two 

seasons of scarcity. On another occasion meeting a band of Hindu pilgrims 

passing through Pīrāna on their way to Benares, he offered to take them there; 

they agreed and in a moment were in the holy city, where they bathed in the 

Ganges and paid their vows; they then awoke to find themselves still in Pīrāna 

and adopted the faith of the saint who could perform such a miracle. He died in 

1512 and his tomb in Pīrāna is still an object of pilgrimage for Hindus as well as 

for Muhammadans.
3
 

Many of the Cutch Musalmans that are of Hindu descent reverence as 

their spiritual leader Dāwal Shāh Pīr, whose real name was Malik 'Abd al-Latif,
4
 

the son of one of the nobles of Maḥ mūd Bīgarah (1459-1511), the famous 

monarch of the Muhammadan dynasty of Gujarat, to whose reign popular 

tradition assigns the date of the conversion of many Hindus.
5
 

It is in Bengal, however, that the Muhammadan missionaries in India have 

achieved their greatest success, as far as numbers are concerned. A 

Muhammadan kingdom was first founded here at the end of the twelfth century 

                                                           
1
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by Muḥ ammad Bakhtiyār Khiljī, who conquered Bihar and Bengal and made 

Gaur the capital of the latter province. The long continuance of the 

Muhammadan rule would naturally assist the spread of Islam, and though the 

Hindu rule was restored for ten years under the tolerant Rājā Kāns, whose rule is 

said to have been popular with his Muhammadan subjects,
1 

his son, Jatmall, 

renounced the Hindu religion and became a Musalman. After his father's death 

in 1414 he called together all the officers of the state and announced his inten-

tion of embracing Islam, and proclaimed that if the chiefs would not permit him 

to ascend the throne, he was ready to give it up to his brother; whereupon they 

declared that they would accept him as their king, whatever religion he might 

adopt. Accordingly, several learned men of the Muslim faith were summoned to 

witness the Raja renounce the Hindu religion and publicly profess his 

acceptance of Islam: he took the name of Jalal al-Dīn Muḥ ammad Shāh, and 

according to tradition numerous conversions were made during his reign.
2
 Many 

of these were however due to force, for his reign is signalised as being the only 

one in which any wholesale persecution of the subject Hindus is recorded, 

during the five centuries and a half of Muhammadan rule in Eastern Bengal.
3
 

Conversions, however, often took place at other times under pressure 

from the Muhammadan government. The Rajas of Kharagpur were originally 

Hindus, and became Muhammadans because, having been defeated by one of 

Akbar's generals, they were only allowed to retain the family estates on the 

condition that they embraced Islam. The Hindu ancestor of the family of Asad 

'Ali Khān, in Chittagong, was deprived of his caste by being forced to smell beef 

and had perforce to become a Muhammadan, and several other instances of the 

same kind might be quoted.
4
 

Murshid Qulī Khān (son of a converted Brahman), who was made 

governor of Bengal by the Emperor Aurangzeb at the beginning of the 

eighteenth century, enforced a law that any official or landord, who failed to pay 

the revenue, that was due or was unable to make good the loss, should with his 

wife and children be compelled to become Muhammadans. Further, it was the 

common law that any Hindu who forfeited his caste by a breach of regulations 

could only be reinstated by the Muhammadan government; if the government 

refused to interfere, the outcast had no means of regaining his position in the 

social system of the Hindus, and would probably find no resource but to become 

a Musalman.
5
 

The Afghān adventurers who settled in this province also appear to have 

been active in the work of proselytising, for besides the children that they had by 

Hindu women, they used to purchase a number of boys in times of scarcity, and 
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educate them in the tenets of Islam.
1
 But it is not in the ancient centres of the 

Muhammadan government that the Musalmans of Bengal are found in large 

numbers, but in the country districts, in districts where there are no traces of 

settlers from the West, and in places where low-caste Hindus and outcasts most 

abound.
2
 The similarity of manners between these low-caste Hindus and the 

followers of the Prophet, and the caste distinctions which they still retain, as 

well as their physical likeness, all bear the same testimony and identify the 

Bengal Musalmans with the aboriginal tribes of the country. Here Islam met 

with no consolidated religious system to bar its progress, as in the north-west of 

India, where the Muhammadan invaders found Brahmanism full of fresh life and 

vigour after its triumphant struggle with Buddhism; where, in spite of 

persecutions, its influence was an inspiring force in the opposition offered by the 

Hindus, and retained its hold on them in the hour of their deepest distress and 

degradation. But in Bengal the Muslim missionaries were welcomed with open 

arms by the aborigines and the low castes on the very outskirts of Hinduism, 

despised and condemned by their proud Aryan rulers. "To these poor people, 

fishermen, hunters, pirates, and low-caste tillers of the soil, Islam came as a 

revelation from on high. It was the creed of the ruling race, its missionaries were 

men of zeal who brought the Gospel of the unity of God and the equality of men 

in its sight to a despised and neglected population. The initiatory rite rendered 

relapse impossible, and made the proselyte and his posterity true believers for 

ever. In this way Islam settled down on the richest alluvial province of India, the 

province which was capable of supporting the most rapid and densest increase of 

population. Compulsory conversions are occasionally recorded. But it was not to 

force that Islam owed its permanent success in Lower Bengal. It appealed to the 

people, and it derived the great mass of its converts from the poor. It brought in 

a higher conception of God, and a nobler idea of the brotherhood of man. It 

offered to the teeming low castes of Bengal, who had sat for ages abject on the 

outermost pale of the Hindu community, a free entrance into a new social 

organisation."
3
 

The existence in Bengal of definite missionary efforts is said to be attested 

by certain legends of the zeal of private individuals on behalf of their religion, 

and the graves of some of these missionaries are still honoured, and are annually 

visited by hundreds of pilgrims.
4
 One of the earliest of these was Shaykh Jalāl 

al-Dīn Tabrīzī, who died in A.D. 1244. He was a pupil of the great saint, Shihāb 

al-Dīn Suhrawardī. In the course of his missionary journeys he visited Bengal, 

where a shrine to which is attached a rich endowment was erected in his honour, 
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the real site of his tomb being unknown. Many miracles are ascribed to him; 

among others, that he converted a Hindu milkman to Islam by a single look.
1
 

In the nineteenth century there was a remarkable revival of the 

Muhammadan religion in Bengal, and several sects that owe their origin to the 

influence of the Wahhābī reformation, have sent their missionaries through the 

province purging out the remnants of Hindu superstitions, awakening religious 

zeal and spreading the faith among unbelievers.
2
 

Some account still remains to be given of Muslim missionaries who have 

laboured in parts of India other than those mentioned above. One of the earliest 

of these is Shaykh Ismā'īl, one of the most famous of the Sayyids of Bukhārā, 

distinguished alike for his secular and religious learning; he is said to have been 

the first Muslim missionary who preached the faith of Islam in the city of 

Lahore, whither he came in the year A.D. 1005. Crowds flocked to listen to his 

sermons, and the number of his converts swelled rapidly day by day, and it is 

said that no unbeliever ever came into personal contact with him without being 

converted to the faith of Islam.
3
 

The conversion of the inhabitants of the western plains of the Panjāb is 

said to have been effected through the preaching of Bahā al-Ḥaqq of Multan
4
 

and Bābā Farīd al-Dīn of Pakpattan, who flourished about the end of the 

thirteenth and beginning of the fourteenth centuries.
5
 A biographer of the latter 

saint gives a list of sixteen tribes who were won over to Islam through his 

preaching, but unfortunately provides us with no details of this work of 

conversion.
6
 

One of the most famous of the Muslim saints of India and a pioneer of 

Islam in Rajputana was Khwājah Mu'īn al-Dīn Chishtī, who died in Ajmīr in 

A.D. 1234. He was a native of Sajistān to the east of Persia, and is said to have 

received his call to preach Islam to the unbelievers in India while on a 

pilgrimage to Medina. Here the Prophet appeared to him in a dream and thus 

addressed him: " The Almighty has entrusted the country of India to thee. Go 

thither and settle in Ajmīr. By God's help, the faith of Islam shall, through thy 

piety and that of thy followers, be spread in that land." He obeyed the call and 

made his way to Ajmir which was then under Hindu rule and idolatry prevailed 

throughout the land. Among the first of his converts here was a Yogī, who was 

the spiritual preceptor of the Raja himself: gradually he gathered around him a 

large body of disciples whom his teachings had won from the ranks of infidelity, 

and his fame as a religious leader became very widespread and attracted to 

Ajmīr great numbers of Hindus whom he persuaded to embrace Islam.
7
 On his 
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way to Ajmīr he is said to have converted as many as 700 persons in the city of 

Dehli. 

Of immense importance in the history of Islam in India was the arrival in 

that country of Sayyid Jalāl al-Dīn, who is said to have been born at Bukhārā in 

1199. He settled in Uch, now in the Bahawalpur territory, in 1244, and 

converted numbers of persons in the neighbourhood to Islam; he died in 1291, 

and his descendants, many of whom are also revered as saints, have remained as 

guardians of his shrine up to the present day and form the centre of a widespread 

religious influence. His grandson, Sayyid Aḥ mad Kabīr, known as Makhdūm-i-

Jahāniyān, is credited with having effected the conversion of several tribes in the 

Punjab.
1
 About a mile to the east of Uch is situated the shrine of Ḥasan Kabīr al-

Dīn, son of Sayyid Ṣ adr al-Dīn, who was a contemporary of Jalāl-al-Dīn; both 

father and son are said to have made many converts, and such was the influence 

attributed to Ḥasan Kabīr al-Dīn that it was said as soon as his glance fell upon 

any Hindu, the latter would accept Islam.
2
 

 Rather later in the same century, a native of Persian 'Irāq, by name 

Abū 'Alī Qalandar, came into India and took up his residence at Panipat, where 

he died at the ripe age of 100, in A.D. 1324. The Muslim Rajputs of this city, 

numbering about 300 males, are descended from a certain Amir Singh who was 

converted by this saint. His tomb is still held in honour and is visited by many 

pilgrims. 

Another such was Shaykh Jalāl al-Dīn, a Persian who came into India 

about the latter half of the fourteenth century and settled down at Silhat, in 

Lower Assam, in order to convert the people of these parts to Islam. He 

achieved a great reputation as a holy man, and his proselytising labours were 

crowned with eminent success.
3
 

 In more recent years there have been abundant witnesses for Islam 

seeking to spread this faith in India—and with very considerable success; the 

second half of the nineteenth century especially witnessed a great revival of 

missionary activity, the number of annual conversions being variously estimated 

at ten, fifty, one hundred and six hundred thousand.
4 

But it is difficult to obtain 

accurate information on account of the peculiarly individualistic character of 

Muslim missionary work and the absence of any central organisation or of 

anything in the way of missionary reports, and the success that attends the 

labours of Muslim preachers is sometimes much exaggerated, e. g. in the Panjab 

a certain Hājī Muḥ ammad is said to have converted as many as 200,000 

Hindus,
5
 and a mawlavī in Bangalore boasted that in five years he had made as 
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many as 1000 converts in this city and its suburbs. But that there are Muslim 

missionaries engaged in active and successful propagandist labours is 

undoubted, and the following examples are typical of the period referred to. 

Mawlavī Baqā Ḥusayn Khān, an itinerant preacher, in the course of 

several years converted 228 persons, residents of Bombay, Cawnpore, Ajmir, 

and other cities. Mawlavī Ḥasan 'Alī converted twenty-five persons, twelve in 

Poona, the rest in Ḥaydarabad and other parts of India.
1
 In the district of 

Khandesh, in the Bombay Presidency, the preaching of the Qāḍ ī of Nasirabad, 

Sayyid Safdar 'Alī, won over to Islam a large body of artisans, who follow the 

trade of armourers or blacksmiths,
2
 A number of persons of the same trade, who 

form a small community of about 200 souls in the district of Nasik, were 

converted in a curious way about 1870. The Presbyterian missionaries of Nasik 

had for a long time been trying to convert them from Hinduism, and they were 

in a state of hesitation as to whether or not to embrace Christianity when a 

Muhammadan faqīr from Bombay, who was well acquainted with their habits of 

thought, expounded to them the doctrines of Islam and succeeded in winning 

them over to that faith.
3
 

In Patiala, Mawlavī 'Ubayd Allāh, a converted Brahman of great learning, 

proved himself to be a zealous preacher of Islam, and in spite of the obstacles 

that were at first thrown in his way by his relatives, achieved so great a success 

that his converts almost filled an entire ward of the city. He wrote controversial 

works, which have passed through several editions, directed against the 

Christian and Hindu religions. In one of these books he thus speaks of his own 

conversion: " I, Muḥ ammad 'Ubayd Allāh, the son of Munshi Koṭ ā Mal, 

resident of Payal, in the Patiala State, declare that this poor man in his childhood 

and during the lifetime of his father was held in the bondage of idol-worship, but 

the mercy of God caught me by the hand and drew me towards Islam, i. e. I 
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came to know the excellence of Islam and the deficiencies of Hinduism, and I 

accepted Islam heart and soul and counted myself one of the servants of the 

Prophet of God (peace be upon him !). At that time intelligence, which is the gift 

of God, suggested to me that it was mere folly and laziness to blindly follow the 

customs of one's forefathers and be misled by them and not make researches into 

matters of religion and faith, whereon depend our eternal bliss or misery. With 

these thoughts I began to study the current faiths and investigated each of them 

impartially. I thoroughly explored the Hindu religion and conversed with 

learned Pandits, gained a thorough knowledge of the Christian faith, read the 

books of Islam and conversed with learned men. In all of them I found errors 

and fallacies, with the exception of Islam, the excellence of which became 

clearly manifest to me; its leader, Muḥ ammad the Prophet, possesses such 

moral excellences that no tongue can describe them, and he alone who knows 

the beliefs and the liturgy, and the moral teachings and practice of this faith, can 

fully realise them. Praise be to God! So excellent is this religion that everything 

in it leads the soul to God. In short, by the grace of God, the distinction between 

truth and falsehood became as clear to me as night and day, darkness and light. 

But although my heart had long been enlightened by the brightness of Islam and 

my mouth fragrant with the profession of faith, yet my evil passions and Satan 

had bound me with the fetters of the luxury and ease of this fleeting world, and I 

was in evil case because of the outward observances of idolatry. At length, the 

grace of God thus admonished me : ' How long wilt thou keep this priceless 

pearl hidden within the shell and this refreshing perfume shut up in the casket ? 

thou shouldest wear this pearl about thy neck and profit by this perfume; 

Moreover the learned have declared that to conceal one's faith in Islam and 

retain the dress and habits of infidels brings a man to Hell. So (God be praised !) 

on the 'Id al-Fiṭ r 1264 the sun of my conversion emerged from its screen of 

clouds, and I performed my devotions in public with my Muslim brethren."
1
 

Many Muhammadan preachers have adopted the methods of Christian 

missionaries, such as street preaching, tract distribution, and other agencies. In 

many of the large cities of India, Muslim preachers may be found daily 

expounding the teachings of Islam in some principal thoroughfare. In Bangalore 

this practice is very general, and one of these preachers, who was the imam of 

the mosque about the year 1890, was so popular that he was even sometimes 

invited to preach by Hindus: he preached in the market-place, and in the course 

of seven or eight years gained forty-two converts. In Bombay a Muhammadan 

missionary preaches almost daily near the chief market of the city, and in 

Calcutta there are several preaching-stations that are kept constantly supplied. 

Among the converts are occasionally to be found some Europeans, mostly 

persons in indigent circumstances; the mass, however, are Hindus.
2 

Some of the 
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numerous Anjumans that have of recent years sprung up in the chief centres of 

Musalman life in India, include among their objects the sending of missionaries 

to preach in the bazars; such are the Anjuman Ḥ imāyat-i-Islām of Lahore, and 

the Anjuman Ḥāmī Islām of Ajmīr. These particular Anjumans appoint paid 

agents, but much of the work of preaching in the bazaars is performed by 

persons who are engaged in some trade or business during the working hours of 

the day and devote their leisure time in the evenings to this pious work. 

Much of the missionary zeal of the Indian Musalmans is directed towards 

counteracting the anti-Islamic tendencies of the instruction given by Christian 

missionaries and the preachers of the Ārya Samāj, and the efforts made are thus 

defensive rather than directly proselytising.. Some preachers too turn their 

attention rather to the strengthening of the foundation already laid, and en-

deavour to rid their ignorant co-religionists of their Hindu superstitions, and 

instil in them a purer form of faith, such efforts being in many cases the 

continuation of earlier missionary activity. The work of conversion has indeed 

been often very imperfect. Of many, nominally Muslims, it may be said that 

they are half Hindus : they observe caste rules, they join in Hindu festivals and 

practise numerous idolatrous ceremonies. In certain districts also, e. g. in Mewāt 

and Gurgaon, large numbers of Muhammadans may be found who know nothing 

of their religion but its name; they have no mosques, nor do they observe the 

hours of prayer. This is especially the case among the Muhammadans of the 

villages or in parts of the country where they are isolated from the mass of 

believers; but in the towns the presence of learned religious men tends, in great 

measure, to counteract the influence of former superstitions, and makes for a 

purer and more intelligent form of religious life. In recent years, however, there 

has been, speaking generally, a movement noticeable among the Indian Muslims 

towards a religious life more strictly in accordance with the laws of Islam. The 

influence of the Christian mission schools has also been very great in 

stimulating among some Muhammadans of the younger generation a study of 

their own religion and in bringing about a consequent awakening of religious 

zeal. Indeed, the spread of education generally, has led to a more intelligent 

grasp of religious principles and to an increase of religious teachers in outlying 

and hitherto neglected districts. This missionary movement of reform (from 

whatever cause it may originate), may be observed in very different parts of 

India. In the eastern districts of the Panjab, for example, after the Mutiny, a great 

religious revival took place. Preachers travelled far and wide through the 

country, calling upon believers to abandon their idolatrous practices and 

expounding the true tenets of the faith. Now, in consequence, most villages, in 

which Muhammadans own any considerable portion, have a mosque, while the 

grosser and more open idolatries are being discontinued.
1
 In Rajputana also, the 

Hindu tribes who have been from time to time converted to Islam in the rural 
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districts, are now becoming more orthodox and regular in their religious 

observances, and are abandoning the ancient customs which hitherto they had 

observed in common with their idolatrous neighbours. The Merāts, for example, 

now follow the orthodox Muhammadan form of marriage instead of the Hindu 

ritual they formerly observed, and have abjured the flesh of the wild boar.
1
 A 

similar revival in Bengal has already been spoken of above. 

Such movements and the efforts of individual missionaries are, however, 

quite inadequate to explain the rapid increase of the Muhammadans of India, 

and one is naturally led to inquire what are the causes other than the normal 

increase of population,
2
 which add so enormously to their numbers. The answer 

is to be found in the social conditions of life among Hindus. The insults and 

contempt heaped upon the lower castes of Hindus by their co-religionists, and 

the impassable obstacles placed in the way of any member of these castes 

desiring to better his condition, show up in striking contrast the benefits of a 

religious system which has no outcasts, and gives free scope for the indulgence 

of any ambition. In Bengal, for example, the weavers of cotton piece-goods, 

who are looked upon as vile by their Hindu co-religionists, embrace Islam in 

large numbers to escape from the low position to which they are otherwise 

degraded.
3
 A very remarkable instance of a similar kind occurs in the history of 

the north-eastern part of the same province. Here in the year 1550 the aboriginal 

tribe of the Kocch established a dynasty under their great leader, Haju; in the 

reign of his grandson, when the higher classes in the state were received into the 

pale of Hinduism,
4
 the mass of the people finding themselves despised as 

outcasts, became Muhammadans.
5
 

The escape that Islam offers to Hindus from the oppression of the higher 

castes was strikingly illustrated in Tinnevelli at the close of the nineteenth 

century. A very low caste, the Shanars, had in recent years become prosperous 

and many of them had built fine houses; they asserted that they had the right to 

worship in temples, from which they had hitherto been excluded. A riot ensued, 

in the course of which the Shanars suffered badly at the hands of Hindus of a 

higher caste, and they took refuge in the pale of Islam. Six hundred Shanars in 

one village became Muslims in one day, and their example was quickly 

followed in other places.
6
 

Similar instances might be given from other parts of India. A Hindu who 

has in any way lost caste and been in consequence repudiated by his relations 

and by the society of which he has been accustomed to move, would naturally 

be attracted towards a religion that receives all without distinction, and offers to 

him a grade of society equal in the social scale to that from which he has been 

                                                           

1 The Rajputana Gazetteer, vol. I p. 90; vol. ii. p. 47.    (Calcutta, 1879.) 

2 On these as they affect the Muhammadans, see the Census of India, 1901. Vol. vi p. 172. 

3 E. T. Dalton, p. 324. 

4 For an account of such Hinduising of the aboriginal tribes see Sir Alfred Lyall: Asiatic Studies, pp. 102-4. 

5 E. T. Dalton, p. 89. 

6 The Missionary Review of the World. N. S. vol. xiii, pp. 72-3. (New York, 1900.) 



 218 

banished. Such a change of religion might well be accompanied with sincere 

conviction, but men also who might be profoundly indifferent to the number or 

names of the deities they were called upon to worship, would feel very keenly 

the social ostracism entailed by their loss of caste, and become Muhammadan 

without any religious feelings at all. The influence of the study of Muhammadan 

literature also, and the habitual contact with Muhammadan society, must often 

make itself insensibly felt. Among the Rajput princes of the nineteenth century 

in Rajputana and Bundelkhand, such tendencies towards Islamism were to be 

observed,
1
 tendencies which, had the Mughal empire lasted, would probably 

have led to their ultimate conversion. They not only respected Muhammadan 

saints, but had Muhammadan tutors for their sons; they also had their food killed 

in accordance with the regulations laid down by the Muhammadan law, and 

joined in the Muhammadan festivals dressed as faqīrs, and praying like true 

believers. On the other hand, it has been conjectured that the present position of 

affairs, under a government perfectly impartial in matters religious, is much 

more likely to promote conversions among the Hindus generally than was the 

case under the rule of the Muhammadan kingdoms, when Hinduism gained 

union and strength from the constant struggle with an aggressive enemy.
2
 

Hindus, too, often flock in large numbers to the tombs of Muslim saints on the 

day appointed to commemorate them, and a childless father, with the feeling that 

prompts a polytheist to leave no God unaddressed, will present his petition to the 

God of the Muhammadans, and if children are born to him, apparently in answer 

to this prayer, the whole family will in such a case (and examples are not 

infrequent) embrace Islam.
3
 

 Love for a Muhammadan woman is occasionally the cause of the 

conversion of a Hindu, since the marriage of a Muslim woman to an unbeliever 

is absolutely forbidden by the Muslim law. Hindu children, if adopted by 

wealthy Musalmans, would be brought up in the religion of their new parents; 

and a Hindu wife, married to a follower of the Prophet, would be likely to adopt 

the faith of her husband.
4
 As the contrary process can rarely take place, the 

number of Muhammadans is bound to increase in proportion to that of the 

Hindus. Hindus, who for some reason or other have been driven out of their 

caste; the poor who have become the recipients of Muhammadan charity, or 

                                                           

1 Sir Alfred Lyall (Asiatic Studies, p. 29) speaks of the perceptible proclivity towards the faith of Islam 

occasionally exhibited by some of the Hindu chiefs.  

22    GGaazzeetttteeeerr  ooff  tthhee  PPrroovviinnccee  ooff  OOuuddhh,,  vvooll..  ii..  pp..  xxiixx..  

33  TToo  ggiivvee  oonnee  iinnssttaannccee  oonnllyy  ::  iinn  GGhhāāttaammppuurr,,  iidd  tthhee  ddiissttrriicctt  ooff  CCaawwnnppoorree,,  oonnee  bbrraanncchh  ooff  aa  llaarrggee  ffaammiillyy  iiss  MMuusslliimm  

iinn  oobbeeddiieennccee  ttoo  tthhee  vvooww  ooff  tthheeiirr  aanncceessttoorr,,  GGhhāāttaamm  DDeeoo  BBaaiiss,,  wwhhoo  wwhhiillee  pprraayyiinngg  ffoorr  aa  ssoonn  aatt  tthhee  sshhrriinnee  ooff  aa  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ssaaiinntt,,  MMaaddāārr  SShhāāhh,,  pprroommiisseedd  tthhaatt  iiff  hhiiss  pprraayyeerr  wweerree  ggrraanntteedd,,  hhaallff  hhiiss  ddeesscceennddaannttss  sshhoouulldd  bbee  

bbrroouugghhtt  uupp  aass  MMuusslliimmss..  ((GGaazzeetttteeeerr  ooff  tthhee  NN..WW..PP..  vvooll..  vvii..  pppp..  6644,,  223388..))  

TThhee  wwoorrsshhiipp  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ssaaiinnttss  iiss  ssoo  ccoommmmoonn  aammoonngg  cceerrttaaiinn  llooww--ccaassttee  HHiinndduuss  tthhaatt  iinn  tthhee  CCeennssuuss  ooff  11889911,,  

iinn  tthhee  NNoorrtthh--WWeesstteerrnn  PPrroovviinncceess  aanndd  OOuuddhh  aalloonnee,,  22,,333333,,664433  HHiinndduuss  ((oorr  55..7788  ppeerr  cceenntt..  ooff  tthhee  ttoottaall  HHiinndduu  

ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  tthheessee  pprroovviinncceess))  rreettuurrnneedd  tthheemmsseellvveess  aass  wwoorrsshhiippppeerrss  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ssaaiinnttss..  ((CCeennssuuss  ooff  IInnddiiaa,,  

11889911,,  vvooll..  xxvvii..  ppaarrtt  ii..  pppp..  221177,,224444))..  ((AAllllaahhaabbaadd,,  11889944..))    

44  IInnssttaanncceess  ooff  ssuucchh  ccaauusseess  ooff  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  aarree  ggiivveenn  iinn  tthhee  CCeennssuuss  ooff  IInnddiiaa,,  11990011..  VVooll..  vvii..  BBeennggaall,,  ppaarrtt,,  ii..  

AAppppeennddiixx  IIII.. 
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women and children who have been protected when their parents have died or 

deserted them—(such cases would naturally be frequent in times of famine)—

form a continuous though small stream of additions from the Hindus.
1 

There are 

often local circumstances favourable to the growth of Islam; for example, it has 

been pointed out
2
 that in the villages of the Terai, in which the number of 

Hindus and Muhammadans happen to be equally balanced, any increase in the 

predominance of the Muhammadans is invariably followed by disputes about the 

killing of cows and other practices offensive to Hindu feeling. The Hindus 

gradually move away from the village, leaving behind of their creed only the 

Chamar ploughman in the service of the Muhammadan peasants. These latter 

eventually adopt the religion of their masters, not from any conviction of its 

truth, but from the inconvenience their isolation entails. 

Some striking instances of conversions from the lower castes of Hindus 

are also found in the agricultural districts of Oudh. Although the Muhammadans 

of this province form only .one-tenth of the whole population, still the small 

groups of Muhammadan cultivators form scattered centres of revolt against the 

degrading oppression to which their religion hopelessly consigns these lower 

castes."
3
 The advantages Islam holds out to such classes as the Korīs and 

Chamars, who stand at the lowest level of Hindu society, and the deliverance 

which conversion to Islam brings them, may be best understood from the 

following passage descriptive of their social condition as Hindus.
4
 " The lowest 

depth of misery and degradation is reached by the Koris and Chamars, the 

weavers and leather-cutters to the rest. Many of these in the northern districts are 

actually bond-slaves, having hardly ever the spirit to avail themselves of the 

remedy offered by our courts, and descend with their children from generation 

to generation as the value of an old purchase. They hold the plough for the 

Brahman or Chhattri master, whose pride of caste forbids him to touch it, and 

live with the pigs, less unclean than themselves, in separate quarters apart from 

the rest of the village. Always on the verge of starvation, their lean, black, and 

ill-formed figures, their stupid faces, and their repulsively filthy habits reflect 

the wretched destiny which condemns them to be lower than the beast among 

their fellow-men, and yet that they are far from incapable of improvement is 

proved by the active and useful stable servants drawn from among them, who 

receive good pay and live well under European masters. A change of religion is 

the only means of escape open to them, and they have little reason to be faithful 

to their present creed." 

 It is this absence of class prejudices which constitutes the real 

strength of Islam in India, and enables it to win so many converts from 

Hinduism. 

                                                           

11  RReeppoorrtt  oonn  tthhee  CCeennssuuss  ooff  tthhee  NN..WW..PP..  aanndd  OOuuddhh,,  11888811,,  bbyy  EEddwwaarrdd  WWhhiittee,,  pp..  6622..  ((AAllllaahhaabbaadd,,  11888822..))  

22  IIdd..  pp..  6633.. 

33  GGaazzeetttteeeerr  ooff  tthhee  PPrroovviinnccee  ooff  OOuuddhh,,  vvooll..  ii..  pp..  xxiixx..  

44  GGaazzeetttteeeerr  ooff  tthhee  PPrroovviinnccee  ooff  OOuuddhh,,  vvooll..  ii..pppp..  xxxxiiiiii--xxxxiivv.. 
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To complete this survey of Islam in India, some account still remains to 

be given of the spread of this faith in Kashmīr and thence beyond the borders of 

India into Tibet. Of all the provinces and states of India (with the exception of 

Sind) Kashmīr contains the largest number of Muhammadans (namely 70 per 

cent.) in proportion to the whole population; but unfortunately historical facts 

that should explain the existence in this state of so many Musalmans, almost 

entirely of Hindu or Tibetan origin, are very scanty. But all the evidence leads us 

to attribute it on the whole to a long-continued missionary movement 

inaugurated and carried out mainly by faqīrs and dervishes, among whom were 

Isma'ilian preachers sent from Alamut.
1
 

It is difficult to say when this Islamising influence first made itself felt in 

the country. The first Muhammadan king of Kashmīr, Ṣ adr al-Dīn,
2
 is said to 

have owed his conversion to a certain Darwesh Bulbul Shāh in the early part of 

the fourteenth century. This saint was the only religious teacher who could 

satisfy his craving for religious truth when, dissatisfied with his own Hindu 

faith, he looked for a more acceptable form of doctrine. Towards the end of the 

same century (in 1388) the progress of Islam was most materially furthered by 

the advent of Sayyid 'Alī Hamadānī, a fugitive from his native city of Hamadan 

in Persia, where he had incurred the wrath of Tīmūr. He was accompanied by 

700 Sayyids, who established hermitages all over the country and by their 

influence appear to have assured the acceptance of the new religion. Their 

advent appears, however, to have also stirred up considerable fanaticism, as 

Sultan Sikandar (1393-1417) acquired the name of Butshikan from his 

destruction of Hindu idols and temples, and his prime minister, a converted 

Hindu, set on foot a fierce persecution of the adherents of his old faith, but on 

his death toleration was again made the rule of the kingdom.
3
 Towards the close 

of the fifteenth century, a missionary, by name Mīr Shams al-Dīn, belonging to a 

Shi’ah sect, came from 'Irāq, and, with the aid of his disciples, won over a large 

number of converts in Kashmīr. 

When under Akbar, Kashmīr became a province of the Mughal empire, 

the Muhammadan influence was naturally strengthened and many men of 

learning came into the country. In the reign of Aurangzeb, the Rajput Raja of 

Kishtwar was converted by the miracles of a certain Sayyid Shāh Farīd al-Dīn 

and his conversion seems to have been followed by that of the majority of his 

subjects, and along the route which the Mughal emperors took on their pro-

gresses into Kashmīr we still find Rajas who are the descendants of 

Muhammadanised Rajputs.
4
 

To the north and north-east of Kashmir, the provinces of Baltistan and 

Ladakh are inhabited by a mixed Tibetan race, among whom Islam has been 

                                                           

1 Khojā Vṛ ttānt, p. 141. 

2 Or Shams al-Dīn, according to another account, see Muḥ ammad Haydar, p. 433 (n. 2). 

3 Firishtah, vol. iv. pp. 464. 469.  

4 F. Drew; The Jummoo and Kashmir Territories, pp. 58,155.    (London,1875) 
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firmly established for several centuries, but the date and manner of its 

introduction is unknown. The Muhammadans of Baltistan tell of four brothers 

who came from Khurasan and brought about a revival of the faith, but appear to 

have no tradition regarding the earliest propagandists.
1
 Up to the middle of the 

nineteenth century Islam appeared to be making progress, but this tendency was 

counteracted by the encouragement which Maharaja Ranbir Singh gave to the 

followers of the Buddhist faith. In Ladakh there are a number of half-castes, 

called Arghons,
2
 born of Tibetan mothers and Muhammadan fathers, traders 

who have come to Leh and persuaded the Tibetan women they marry to accept 

Islam. These Arghons are all Musalmans and, like their fathers, marry Tibetan 

wives; they are said to be increasing in numbers more rapidly than the pure 

Tibetan stock.
3
 Islam has also been carried into Tibet Proper by Kashmiri 

merchants. Settlements of such merchants are to be found in all the chief cities 

of Tibet; they marry Tibetan wives, who often adopt the religion of their 

husbands; and there are now said to be as many as 2000 Muhammadan families 

in Lhasa.
4
 Islam has made its way into Tibet also from Yunnan,

5
 and at Su-

ching, on the border of the Sze-chwan province and Tibet, converts are being 

won from among the Tibetan inhabitants.
6
 Muhammadan influences are also 

said to have come from Persia
7 
 and from Turkestan.

8
 

                                                           

1 Drew, op. cit. p. 359. 

2 On this word see Yule's Marco Polo, vol. i. p. 290. 

3 Aḥ mad Shāh: Four years in Tibet, pp. 45, 74. (Benares,1906.) 

4 Broomhall, p. 206.    Tu Wen-sin, the leader of the Panthay rebellion from 1856 to 1873, who for sixteen years 

was practically Sultan of half the province of Yunnan, issued a proclamation in Lhasa itself, at the outset of his 

revolt, in order to gain Muhammadan recruits.    (Id. p. 132.) 

5 Mission d'Ollone, pp. 207, 226, 233. 

6 Broomhall, p. 206. 

7 A. Bastian : Die Geschichte der Indochinesen, p.159. (Leipzig, 1866) 

8 R. du M. M., tome i, p. 275. (1907)  
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CCHHAAPPTTEERR  XX..  

  

TTHHEE  SSPPRREEAADD  OOFF  IISSLLAAMM  IINN  CCHHIINNAA..  

  

TTRRAADDIITTIIOONN  aassccrriibbeess  ttoo  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  tthhee  ssaayyiinngg,,  ""SSeeeekk  ffoorr  kknnoowwlleeddggee,,  eevveenn  

uunnttoo  CChhiinnaa..""
11
  TThhoouugghh  tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  hhiissttoorriiccaall  eevviiddeennccee  ffoorr  tthheessee  wwoorrddss  hhaavviinngg  eevveerr  

bbeeeenn  uutttteerreedd  bbyy  tthhee  PPrroopphheett,,  iitt  iiss  nnoott  iimmppoossssiibbllee  tthhaatt  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  tthhiiss  ccoouunnttrryy  

mmaayy  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  kknnoowwnn  ttoo  hhiimm,,  ffoorr  ccoommmmeerrcciiaall  rreellaattiioonnss  bbeettwweeeenn  AArraabbiiaa  aanndd  

CChhiinnaa  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  eessttaabblliisshheedd  lloonngg  bbeeffoorree  hhiiss  bbiirrtthh..  IItt  wwaass  tthhrroouugghh  AArraabbiiaa,,  iinn  ggrreeaatt  

mmeeaassuurree,,  tthhaatt  SSyyrriiaa  aanndd  tthhee  ppoorrttss  ooff  tthhee  LLeevvaanntt  rreecceeiivveedd  tthhee  pprroodduuccee  ooff  tthhee  EEaasstt..  

IInn  tthhee  ssiixxtthh  cceennttuurryy,,  tthheerree  wwaass  aa  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  ttrraaddee  bbeettwweeeenn  CChhiinnaa  aanndd  AArraabbiiaa  

bbyy  wwaayy  ooff  CCeeyylloonn,,  aanndd  aatt  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  sseevveenntthh  cceennttuurryy  tthhee  ccoommmmeerrccee  

bbeettwweeeenn  CChhiinnaa,,  PPeerrssiiaa  aanndd  AArraabbiiaa  vvaass  ssttiillll  ffuurrtthheerr  eexxtteennddeedd,,  tthhee  ttoowwnn  ooff  SSīīrrāāff  oonn  

tthhee  PPeerrssiiaann  GGuullff  bbeeiinngg  tthhee  cchhiieeff  eemmppoorriiuumm  ffoorr  tthhee  CChhiinneessee  ttrraaddeerrss..  IItt  wwaass  aatt  tthhiiss  

ppeerriioodd,,  aatt  tthhee  ccoommmmeenncceemmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  TT''aanngg  ddyynnaassttyy  ((661188--990077))  tthhaatt  mmeennttiioonn  iiss  

ffiirrsstt  mmaaddee  ooff  tthhee  AArraabbss  iinn  tthhee  CChhiinneessee  AAnnnnaallss;;
22
  tthheeyy  nnoottee  tthhee  rriissee  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  

ppoowweerr  iinn  MMeeddiinnaa  aanndd  bbrriieeffllyy  ddeessccrriibbee  tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  oobbsseerrvvaanncceess  ooff  tthhee  nneeww  ffaaiitthh..  

  TThhee  AAnnnnaallss  ooff  KKwwaannggttuunngg  tthhuuss  rreeccoorrdd  tthhee  ccoommiinngg  ooff  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  

MMuusslliimmss  iinnttoo  CChhiinnaa  ::——""  AAtt  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  TT''aanngg  ddyynnaassttyy  tthheerree  ccaammee  ttoo  

CCaannttoonn  aa  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ssttrraannggeerrss,,  ffrroomm  tthhee  kkiinnggddoommss  ooff  AAnnnnaamm,,  CCaammbbooddiiaa,,  

MMeeddiinnaa  aanndd  sseevveerraall  ootthheerr  ccoouunnttrriieess..  TThheessee  ssttrraannggeerrss  wwoorrsshhiippppeedd  hheeaavveenn  ((ii..  ee..  

GGoodd))  aanndd  hhaadd  nneeiitthheerr  ssttaattuuee,,  iiddooll  nnoorr  iimmaaggee  iinn  tthheeiirr  tteemmpplleess..  TThhee  kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  

MMeeddiinnaa  iiss  cclloossee  ttoo  tthhaatt  ooff  IInnddiiaa,,  aanndd  iitt  iiss  iinn  tthhiiss  kkiinnggddoomm  tthhaatt  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  

tthheessee  ssttrraannggeerrss,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ttoo  tthhaatt  ooff  BBuuddddhhaa,,  oorriiggiinnaatteedd..  TThheeyy  ddoo  nnoott  eeaatt  

ppoorrkk  oorr  ddrriinnkk  wwiinnee,,  aanndd  tthheeyy  rreeggaarrdd  aass  uunncclleeaann  tthhee  fflleesshh  ooff  aannyy  aanniimmaall  nnoott  kkiilllleedd  

bbyy  tthheemmsseellvveess..  TThheeyy  aarree  nnoowwaaddaayyss  ccaalllleedd  HHuuii  HHuuii..
33
  ..  ..  ..  HHaavviinngg  aasskkeedd  aanndd  

oobbttaaiinneedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  eemmppeerroorr  ppeerrmmiissssiioonn  ttoo  rreessiiddee  iinn  CCaannttoonn,,  tthheeyy  bbuuiilltt  mmaaggnniiffii--

cceenntt  hhoouusseess  ooff  aa  ssttyyllee  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ttoo  tthhaatt  ooff  oouurr  ccoouunnttrryy..      TThheeyy  wweerree  vveerryy  rriicchh  aanndd  

oobbeeyyeedd  aa  cchhiieeff  cchhoosseenn  bbyy  tthheemmsseellvveess..""
44
  TThhoouugghh  ddiirreecctt  hhiissttoorriiccaall  eevviiddeennccee  iiss  

llaacckkiinngg,,
55
  iitt  iiss  mmoosstt  pprroobbaabbllee  tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  wwaass  ffiirrsstt  iinnttrroodduucceedd  iinnttoo  CChhiinnaa  bbyy  

mmeerrcchhaannttss  wwhhoo  ffoolllloowweedd  tthhee  oolldd--eessttaabblliisshheedd  sseeaa  rroouuttee..  BBuutt  tthhee  eeaarrlliieesstt  rreeccoorrdd  wwee  

ccaann  ttrruusstt  rreeffeerrss  ttoo  ddiipplloommaattiicc  rreellaattiioonnss  ccaarrrriieedd  oonn  bbyy  llaanndd,,  tthhrroouugghh  PPeerrssiiaa..      WWhheenn  

YYaazzddaaggiirrdd,,  tthhee  llaasstt  SSāāssāānniidd  kkiinngg  ooff  PPeerrssiiaa,,  hhaadd  ppeerriisshheedd,,  hhiiss  ssoonn,,  FFiirruuzz,,  aappppeeaalleedd  

ttoo  CChhiinnaa  ffoorr  hheellpp  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  AArraabb  iinnvvaaddeerrss;;
66
  bbuutt  tthhee  eemmppeerroorr  rreepplliieedd  tthhaatt  PPeerrssiiaa  

                                                           
1
 KKaannzz  aall--''UUmmmmāāll,,  vvooll..  vv..  pp..  220022.. 

2
 BBrreettsscchhnneeiiddeerr  ((22)),,  pp..  66..  

3
 OOnn  tthhee  oorriiggiinn  ooff  tthhiiss  nnaammee,,  sseeee  DDeevveerriiaa,,  pp..  331111;;  MMiissssiioonn  dd''OOlllloonnee,,  pp..  442200  ssqqqq.. 

4
 DDee  TThhiieerrssaanntt,,  vvooll..  ii..  pppp..  1199--2200.. 

5
 DD''OOlllloonnee  ggiivveess  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  wwaarrnniinngg  aass  ttoo  tthhee  uunncceerrttaaiinnttyy  ooff  oouurr  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  CChhiinnaa::——  ''  OOrr  rriieenn  

nn''eesstt  mmooiinnss  ccoonnnnuu  qquuee  11''IIssllaamm  cchhiinnooiiss..  OOnn  nnee  ssaaiitt  eexxaacctteemmeenntt  nnii  ccoommmmeenntt  iill  ss''eesstt  pprrooppaagg??  ddaannss  11''EEmmppiirree,,  nnii  

ccoommbbiinnee--dd''aaddeepptteess  iill  aa  rr??uunniiss,,  nnii  ssii  ssaa  ddooccttrriinnee  eesstt  ppuurree,,  nnii  qquueellllee  eesstt  ssoonn  oorrggaanniissaattiioonn,,  nnii  ss''  iill  ppoossss??ddee  ddeess  

rreellaattiioonnss  aavveecc  llee  rreessttee  dduu  mmoonnddee  mmuussuullmmaann..""  ((MMiissssiioonn  dd''OOlllloonnee,,  pp..  ii..))  TThhee  rreeffeerreenncceess  ttoo  CChhiinnaa  iinn  AArraabbiicc  aanndd  

PPeerrssiiaann  wwrriitteerrss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ccoolllleecctteedd  bbyy  SScchheeffeerr,,  ""  NNoottiiccee  ssuurr  lleess  rreellaattiioonnss  ddeess  ppeeuupplleess  mmuussuullmmaannss  aavveecc  lleess  

CChhiinnooiiss.."" 
6
 CChhaavvaannnneess,,  pp..  117722.. 
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wwaass  ttoooo  ffaarr  ddiissttaanntt  ffoorr  hhiimm  ttoo  sseenndd  tthhee  rreeqquuiirreedd  ttrrooooppss..  BBuutt  hhee  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  

ddeessppaattcchheedd  aann  aammbbaassssaaddoorr  ttoo  tthhee  AArraabb  ccoouurrtt  ttoo  pplleeaadd  tthhee  ccaauussee  ooff  tthhee  ffuuggiittiivvee  

pprriinnccee——pprroobbaabbllyy  aallssoo  wwiitthh  iinnssttrruuccttiioonnss  ttoo  aasscceerrttaaiinn  tthhee  eexxtteenntt  aanndd  ppoowweerr  ooff  tthhee  

nneeww  kkiinnggddoomm  tthhaatt  hhaadd  aarriisseenn  iinn  tthhee  WWeesstt,,  aanndd  tthhee  ccaalliipphh  ''UUtthhmmāānn  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  

sseenntt  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  AArraabb  ggeenneerraallss  ttoo  aaccccoommppaannyy  tthhee  CChhiinneessee  aammbbaassssaaddoorr  oonn  hhiiss  

rreettuurrnn  iinn  665511,,  aanndd  tthhiiss  ffiirrsstt  MMuusslliimm  eennvvooyy  wwaass  hhoonnoouurraabbllyy  rreecceeiivveedd  bbyy  tthhee  

eemmppeerroorr..    IInn  tthhee  rreeiiggnn  ooff  WWaallīīdd  ((770055--771155)),,  tthhee  ffaammoouuss  AArraabb  ggeenneerraall,,  QQuuttaayybbaahh  

bb..  MMuusslliimm,,  hhaavviinngg  bbeeeenn  aappppooiinntteedd  ggoovveerrnnoorr  ooff  KKhhuurrāāssāānn,,  ccrroosssseedd  tthhee  OOxxuuss  aanndd  

bbeeggaann  aa  sseerriieess  ooff  ssuucccceessssffuull  ccaammppaaiiggnnss,,  iinn  wwhhiicchh  hhee  ssuucccceessssiivveellyy  ssuubbjjuuggaatteedd  

BBuukkhhāārrāā,,  SSaammaarrqqaanndd  aanndd  ootthheerr  cciittiieess,,  aanndd  ccaarrrriieedd  hhiiss  ccoonnqquueessttss  uupp  ttoo  tthhee  eeaasstteerrnn  

ffrroonnttiieerr  ooff  tthhee  CChhiinneessee  eemmppiirree..  IInn  771133  hhee  sseenntt  eennvvooyyss  ttoo  tthhee  eemmppeerroorr,,  wwhhoo  

((aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  AArraabb  aaccccoouunnttss))  ddiissmmiisssseedd  tthheemm  wwiitthh  vvaalluuaabbllee  pprreesseennttss..  AA  ffeeww  

yyeeaarrss  llaatteerr,,  tthhee  CChhiinneessee  AAnnnnaallss  mmaakkee  mmeennttiioonn  ooff  aann  aammbbaassssaaddoorr,,  nnaammeedd  

SSuullaayymmāānn,,  wwhhoo  ccaammee  ffrroomm  tthhee  ccaalliipphh  HHiisshhāāmm  iinn  772266  ttoo  tthhee  EEmmppeerroorr  HHssuuaann  

TTssuunngg..  TThheessee  ddiipplloommaattiicc  rreellaattiioonnss  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  AArraabb  aanndd  tthhee  CChhiinneessee  eemmppiirreess  

aassssuummeedd  aa  nneeww  iimmppoorrttaannccee  aatt  tthhee  cclloossee  ooff  tthhiiss  eemmppeerroorr''ss  rreeiiggnn,,  wwhheenn,,  ddrriivveenn  

ffrroomm  hhiiss  tthhrroonnee  bbyy  aa  uussuurrppeerr,,  hhee  aabbddiiccaatteedd  iinn  ffaavvoouurr  ooff  hhiiss  ssoonn,,  SSuu  TTssuunngg  ((AA..DD,,  

775566))..  TThhee  llaatttteerr  ssoouugghhtt  tthhee  hheellpp  ooff  tthhee  ''AAbbbbāāssīīdd  ccaalliipphh,,  aall--MMaannṣṣ ūūrr,,  wwhhoo  

rreessppoonnddeedd  ttoo  tthhiiss  aappppeeaall  bbyy  sseennddiinngg  aa  bbooddyy  ooff  AArraabb  ttrrooooppss,,  aanndd  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr--  

aassssiissttaannccee  tthhee  eemmppeerroorr  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  iinn  rreeccoovveerriinngg  hhiiss  ttwwoo  ccaappiittaallss,,  SSii--nnggaann--ffuu  aanndd  

HHoo--nnaann--ffuu,,  ffrroomm  tthhee  rreebbeellss..  AAtt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  wwaarr,,  tthheessee  AArraabb  ttrrooooppss  ddiidd  nnoott  

rreettuurrnn  ttoo  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  ccoouunnttrryy,,  bbuutt  mmaarrrriieedd  aanndd  sseettttlleedd  iinn  CChhiinnaa..  VVaarriioouuss  rreeaassoonnss  

aarree  aassssiiggnneedd  ffoorr  tthhiiss  aaccttiioonn  oonn  tthheeiirr  ppaarrtt;;  oonnee  aaccccoouunntt  rreepprreesseennttss  tthheemm  aass  hhaavviinngg  

rreettuurrnneedd  ttoo  tthheeiirr  nnaattiivvee  llaanndd  bbuutt,,  bbeeiinngg  rreeffuusseedd  ppeerrmmiissssiioonn  ttoo  rreemmaaiinn  oonn  tthhee  

ggrroouunndd  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ssoo  lloonngg  iinn  aa  llaanndd  wwhheerree  ppoorrkk  wwaass  eeaatteenn,,  tthheeyy  wweenntt  

bbaacckk  aaggaaiinn  ttoo  CChhiinnaa;;  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  aannootthheerr  aaccccoouunntt  tthheeyy  wweerree  pprreeppaarreedd  ttoo  eemmbbaarrkk  

ffoorr  AArraabbiiaa,,  aatt  CCaannttoonn,,  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  wweerree  ttaauunntteedd  wwiitthh  hhaavviinngg  eeaatteenn  ppoorrkk  dduurriinngg  

tthheeiirr  ccaammppaaiiggnn,,  aanndd  iinn  ccoonnsseeqquueennccee  tthheeyy  rreeffuusseedd  ttoo  rreettuurrnn  hhoommee  aanndd  rruunn  tthhee  rriisskk  

ooff  ssiimmiillaarr  ttaauunnttss  ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  ppeeooppllee;;  wwhheenn  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnoorr  ooff  CCaannttoonn  ttrriieedd  ttoo  

ccoommppeell  tthheemm,,  tthheeyy  jjooiinneedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  AArraabb  aanndd  PPeerrssiiaann  mmeerrcchhaannttss,,  tthheeiirr  ccoo--

rreelliiggiioonniissttss,,  aanndd  ppiillllaaggeedd  tthhee  pprriinncciippaall  ccoommmmeerrcciiaall  hhoouusseess  iinn  tthhee  cciittyy;;  tthhee  

ggoovveerrnnoorr  ssaavveedd  hhiimmsseellff  bbyy  ttaakkiinngg  rreeffuuggee  oonn  tthhee  cciittyy  wwaallll,,  aanndd  wwaass  oonnllyy  aabbllee  ttoo  

rreettuurrnn  aafftteerr  hhee  hhaadd  oobbttaaiinneedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  eemmppeerroorr  ppeerrmmiissssiioonn  ffoorr  tthheessee  AArraabb  ttrrooooppss  

ttoo  rreemmaaiinn  iinn  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy;;  hhoouusseess  aanndd  llaannddss  wweerree  aassssiiggnneedd  ttoo  tthheemm  iinn  ddiiffffeerreenntt  

cciittiieess,,  wwhheerree  tthheeyy  sseettttlleedd  ddoowwnn  aanndd  iinntteerrmmaarrrriieedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  wwoommeenn  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy..
11
  

  TThhee  CChhiinneessee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  hhaavvee  aa  lleeggeenndd  tthhaatt  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh  wwaass  ffiirrsstt  

pprreeaacchheedd  iinn  CChhiinnaa  bbyy  aa  mmaatteerrnnaall  uunnccllee  ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett,,  aanndd  hhiiss  rreeppuutteedd  ttoommbb  aatt  

CCaannttoonn  iiss  hhiigghhllyy  vveenneerraatteedd  bbyy  tthheemm..  BBuutt  tthheerree  iiss  nnoott  tthhee  sslliigghhtteesstt  hhiissttoorriiccaall  bbaassee  

ffoorr  tthhiiss  lleeggeenndd,,  aanndd  iitt  aappppeeaarrss  ttoo  bbee  ooff  llaattee  ggrroowwtthh..
22
  IItt  ddoouubbttlleessss  aarroossee  ffrroomm  aa  

ddeessiirree  ttoo  ccoonnnneecctt  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  iinn  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  llaanndd  aass  cclloosseellyy  aass  ppoossssiibbllee  

wwiitthh  aappoossttoolliicc  ttiimmeess——aa  ffrruuiittffuull  ssoouurrccee  ooff  lleeggeennddss  iinn  ccoouunnttrriieess  ffaarr  rreemmoovveedd  ffrroomm  

                                                           
1
 DDee  TThhiieerrssaanntt,,  vvooll..  ii..  pppp..  7700--11.. 

2
 TThhiiss  lleeggeenndd  hhaass  bbeeeenn  eexxhhaauussttiivveellyy  ddiissccuusssseedd  bbyy  BBrroooommhhaallll::  IIssllaamm  iinn  CChhiinnaa,,  ccaapp..  iivv,,  vviiii.. 
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tthhee  cceennttrreess  ooff  MMuusslliimm  hhiissttoorryy..
11
  BBuutt  ooff  tthhee  eexxiisstteennccee  ooff  MMuusslliimmss  iinn  CChhiinnaa,,  

eessppeecciiaallllyy  ooff  mmeerrcchhaannttss  iinn  tthhee  ppoorrtt  ttoowwnnss,,  dduurriinngg  tthhee  TT''aanngg  ddyynnaassttyy  tthheerree  iiss  cclleeaarr  

eevviiddeennccee..  TThhee  CChhiinneessee  aannnnaalliisstt  ooff  tthhiiss  ppeerriioodd  ((AA..DD..  771133--774422))  ssaayyss  tthhaatt  ""  tthhee  

bbaarrbbaarriiaannss  ooff  tthhee  WWeesstt  ccaammee  iinnttoo  tthhee  MMiiddddllee  KKiinnggddoomm  iinn  ccrroowwddss,,  lliikkee  aa  ddeelluuggee,,  

ffrroomm  aa  ddiissttaannccee  ooff  aatt  lleeaasstt  11000000  lleeaagguueess  aanndd  ffrroomm  mmoorree  tthhaann  110000  kkiinnggddoommss,,  

bbrriinnggiinngg  aass  ttrriibbuuttee  tthheeiirr  ssaaccrreedd  bbooookkss,,  wwhhiicchh  wweerree  rreecceeiivveedd  aanndd  ddeeppoossiitteedd  iinn  tthhee  

hhaallll  sseett  aappaarrtt  ffoorr  ttrraannssllaattiioonnss  ooff  ssaaccrreedd  aanndd  ccaannoonniiccaall  bbooookkss,,  iinn  tthhee  iimmppeerriiaall  

ppaallaaccee::  ffrroomm  tthhiiss  ppeerriioodd  tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  tthheessee  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ccoouunnttrriieess  wweerree  

tthhuuss  ddiiffffuusseedd  aanndd  ooppeennllyy  pprraaccttiisseedd  iinn  tthhee  eemmppiirree  ooff  TT''aanngg..""
22
  AAnn  AArraabb  

ggeeooggrraapphheerr,,  wwrriittiinngg  aabboouutt  tthhee  yyeeaarr  885511,,  ddeessccrriibbeess  tthheessee  sseettttlleemmeennttss  aanndd  tthhee  

mmoossqquueess  wwhhiicchh  tthheessee  mmeerrcchhaannttss  wweerree  aalllloowweedd  ttoo  bbuuiilldd  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioouuss  

eexxeerrcciisseess;;
33
  hhee  ssttaatteess  tthhaatt  hhee  kknneeww  ooff  nnoo  CChhiinnaammaann  hhaavviinngg  eemmbbrraacceedd  IIssllaamm,,  bbuutt  

aass  hhee  mmaakkeess  tthhee  ssaammee  rreemmaarrkk  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  IInnddiiaa,,  iitt  mmaayy  bbee  tthhaatt  hhee  wwaass  aass  iillll--

iinnffoorrmmeedd  iinn  tthhee  oonnee  ccaassee  aass  tthhee  ootthheerr..
44
    

  BBuutt  tthheerree  iiss  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  nnoo  ddiissttiinncctt  eevviiddeennccee  ooff  aannyy  pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  

aaccttiivviittyy  oonn  tthhee  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  iinn  CChhiinnaa,,  aanndd  iinnddeeeedd  vveerryy  lliittttllee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  

aabboouutt  tthheemm  aatt  aallll  uunnttiill  tthhee  ppeerriioodd  ooff  MMoonnggooll  ccoonnqquueessttss,,  iinn  tthhee  tthhiirrtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy..  

TThheessee  ccoonnqquueessttss  rreessuulltteedd  iinn  aa  vvaasstt  iimmmmiiggrraattiioonn  ooff  MMuussaallmmaannss  ooff  vvaarriioouuss  

nnaattiioonnaalliittiieess,,  AArraabbss,,  PPeerrssiiaannss,,  TTuurrkkss  aanndd  ootthheerrss  iinnttoo      tthhee      CChhiinneessee    eemmppiirree..
55
  

SSoommee      ccaammee      aass      mmeerrcchhaannttss,,  aarrttiissaannss,,  ssoollddiieerrss  oorr  ccoolloonniissttss,,  ootthheerrss  wweerree  bbrroouugghhtt  

iinn  aass  pprriissoonneerrss  ooff  wwaarr..      AA  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  tthheemm  sseettttlleedd  ppeerrmmaanneennttllyy  iinn  tthhee  

ccoouunnttrryy  aanndd  ddeevveellooppeedd  iinnttoo  aa  ppooppuulloouuss  aanndd  fflloouurriisshhiinngg  ccoommmmuunniittyy,,  wwhhiicchh  

ggrraadduuaallllyy  lloosstt  iittss  oorriiggiinnaall  rraacciiaall      ppeeccuulliiaarriittiieess      tthhrroouugghh      iinntteerrmmaarrrriiaaggee    wwiitthh  

CChhiinneessee  wwoommeenn..  SSeevveerraall  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ooccccuuppiieedd  hhiigghh  ppoossttss  uunnddeerr  tthhee  MMoonnggooll  

rruulleerrss,,  ee..  gg..  ''AAbbdd  aall--RRaahhmmaann,,  wwhhoo  iinn  11224444  wwaass  aappppooiinntteedd  hheeaadd  ooff  tthhee  IImmppeerriiaall  

ffiinnaanncceess  aanndd  aalllloowweedd  ttoo  ffaarrmm  tthhee  ttaaxxeess  iimmppoosseedd  uuppoonn  CChhiinnaa,,
66
  aanndd  ''UUmmaarr  SShhaammss  

aall--DDīīnn,,  ccoommmmoonnllyy  kknnoowwnn  aass  SSaayyyyiidd  AAjjaallll,,  aa  nnaattiivvee  ooff  BBuukkhhāārrāā,,  ttoo  wwhhoomm  

QQūūbbīīllāāyy  KKhhāānn,,  oonn  hhiiss  aacccceessssiioonn  iinn  11225599,,  eennttrruusstteedd  tthhee  mmaannaaggeemmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  

IImmppeerriiaall  ffiinnaanncceess;;  hhee  wwaass  ssuubbsseeqquueennttllyy  ggoovveerrnnoorr  ooff  YYuunnnnaann,,  aafftteerr  tthhiiss  pprroovviinnccee  

hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ccoonnqquueerreedd  aanndd  aaddddeedd  ttoo  tthhee  CChhiinneessee  eemmppiirree..
77
  SSaayyyyiidd  AAjjaallll  ddiieedd  iinn  

11227700,,  lleeaavviinngg  bbeehhiinndd  hhiimm  aa  rreeppuuttaattiioonn  aass  aann  eennlliigghhtteenneedd  aanndd  uupprriigghhtt  

aaddmmiinniissttrraattoorr;;  hhee  bbuuiilltt  CCoonnffuucciiaann  tteemmpplleess  aass  wweellll  aass  mmoossqquueess  iinn  YYuunnnnaann  cciittyy..
88
  

                                                           
1
 TThhuuss  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  KKhhoottaann  ccllaaiimm  tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  wwaass  ffiirrsstt  bbrroouugghhtt  ttoo  tthheeiirr  llaanndd  bbyy  JJaa''ffaarr,,  aa  ccoouussiinn  ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett  

((GGrreennaarrdd  ::  MMiissssiioonn  DDuuttrreeuuiill  ddee  RRhhiinnss,,  tt..  iiiiii..  pp..  22)),,  aanndd  tthhee  CChhaamm  ooff  CCaammbbooddiiaa  aassccrriibbee  tthheeiirr  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ttoo  oonnee  ooff  

tthhee  ffaatthheerrss--iinn--llaaww  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd..  ((RR..  dduu  MM..  MM..,,  vvooll..  iiii..  pp..  113388..)) 
2
 DDee  TThhiieerrssaanntt,,  vvooLL  ii..  pp..  115533.. 

3
 RReeiinnaauudd  ::  RReellaattiioonn  ddeess  VVooyyaaggeess  ffaaiittss  ppaarr  lleess  AArraabbeess  eett  lleeaa  PPeerrssaannss  ddaannss  11''IInnddee  eett  aa  llaa  CChhiinnee,,  ii..  pppp..  1133,,  6644..        

((PPaarriiss,,  11884455..)) 
4
 IIdd..  pp..  5588.. 

5
 TThhaatt  tthheerree  wwaass  ssoommee  mmiiggrraattiioonn  wweessttwwaarrdd  aallssoo  ooff  CChhiinneessee  iinnttoo  tthhee  ccoonnqquueerreedd  ccoouunnttrriieess  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  wwhheerree  tthheeyy  

wwoouulldd  ccoommee  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  sspphheerree  ooff  iittss  rreelliiggiioouuss  iinnfflluueennccee,,  wwee  lleeaarrnn  ffrroomm  tthhee  ddiiaarryy  ooff  aa  CChhiinneessee  mmoonnkk  wwhhoo  ttrraavveelleedd  

tthhrroouugghh  CCeennttrraall  AAssiiaa  ttoo  PPeerrssiiaa  iinn  tthhee  yyeeaarrss  11222211--44;;  ssppeeaakkiinngg  ooff  SSaammaarrqqaanndd,,  hhee  ssaayyss,,  ""CChhiinneessee  WWoorrkkmmeenn  aarree  

lliivviinngg  eevveerryywwhheerree..""  ((BBrreett--sscchhnneeiiddeerr  ((II)),,  vvooll..  ii..  pp..  7788..)) 
6
 HHoowwoorrtthh,,  vvooll..  ii..  pp..  116611. 

7
 FFoorr  CChhiinneessee  bbiiooggrraapphhiieess  ooff  SSaayyyyiidd  AAjjaallll,,  sseeee  RR..  dduu  MM..  MM..,,  vviiiiii..  pp..  334444,,  ssqqqq,,  aanndd  xxii..  pp..  33  ssqqqq..;;  MMiissssiioonn  dd''OOlllloonnee,,  

pp..  2255  ssqqqq.. 
8
 BBrroooommhhaallll,,  pp..  112277..  
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TThhee  ddeesscceennddaannttss  ooff  SSaayyyyiidd  AAjjaallll  ppllaayyeedd  aa  ggrreeaatt  ppaarrtt  iinn  tthhee  eessttaabblliisshhiinngg  ooff  

IIssllaamm  iinn  CChhiinnaa;;  iitt  wwaass  hhiiss  ggrraannddssoonn  wwhhoo  iinn  11333355  oobbttaaiinneedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  eemmppeerroorr  tthhee  

rreeccooggnniittiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm  aass  tthhee  ""  TTrruuee  aanndd  PPuurree  RReelliiggiioonn  ""——aa  nnaammee  wwhhiicchh  iitt  hhaass  

kkeepptt  ttoo  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddaayy,,——aanndd  aannootthheerr  ddeesscceennddaanntt  ooff  SSaayyyyiidd  AAjjaallll  wwaass  aauutthhoorriisseedd  

bbyy  tthhee  eemmppeerroorr  iinn  11442200  ttoo  bbuuiilldd  mmoossqquueess  iinn  tthhee  ccaappiittaallss,,  SSii--nnggaann--ffuu  aanndd  NNaann--

kkiinn..
11
  

TThhee  CChhiinneessee  hhiissttoorriiaannss  ooff  tthhee  rreeiiggnn  ooff  QQūūbbīīllāāyy  KKhhāānn  mmaakkee  iitt  aa  ggrroouunndd  ooff  

ccoommppllaaiinntt  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhiiss  mmoonnaarrcchh  tthhaatt  hhee  ddiidd  nnoott  eemmppllooyy  CChhiinneessee  ooffffiicciiaallss  iinn  ppllaaccee  

ooff  tthhee  iimmmmiiggrraanntt  TTuurrkkss  aanndd  PPeerrssiiaannss..
22
  TThhee  eexxaalltteedd  ppoossiittiioonn  ooccccuuppiieedd  bbyy  SSaayyyyiidd  

AAjjaallll  aanndd  tthhee  ffaacciilliittiieess  ooff  ccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn  bbeettwweeeenn  CChhiinnaa  aanndd  tthhee  WWeesstt  

eessttaabblliisshheedd  bbyy  MMoonnggooll  ccoonnqquueesstt,,  aattttrraacctteedd  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ssuucchh  ppeerrssoonnss  iinnttoo  tthhee  

nnoorrtthh  ooff  CChhiinnaa,,  aanndd  iitt  wwaass  pprroobbaabbllyy  aass  aa  rreessuulltt  ooff  tthheessee  iimmmmiiggrraattiioonnss  tthhaatt  tthhoossee  

ssccaatttteerreedd  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  bbeeggaann  ttoo  bbee  ffoorrmmeedd,,  wwhhiicchh  hhaavvee  ggrroowwnn  ttoo  

llaarrggee  pprrooppoorrttiioonnss  iinn  mmoosstt  ooff  tthhee  pprroovviinncceess  ooff  CChhiinnaa..  MMaarrccoo  PPoolloo,,  wwhhoo  eennjjooyyeedd  

tthhee  ffaavvoouurr  ooff  QQūūbbīīllāāyy  KKhhāānn  aanndd  lliivveedd  iinn  CChhiinnaa  ffrroomm  11227755  ttoo  11229922,,  nnootteess  tthhee  

pprreesseennccee  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  iinn  vvaarriioouuss  ppaarrttss  ooff  YYuunnnnaann..
33
  AAtt  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  

ffoouurrtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  aallll  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  TTaalliiffuu,,  tthhee  ccaappiittaall  ooff  YYuunnnnaann,,  aarree  ssaaiidd  

bbyy  aa  ccoonntteemmppoorraarryy  hhiissttoorriiaann  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  MMuussaallmmaannss;;
44
  aanndd  IIbbnn  BBaaṭṭ ūūṭṭ aahh,,  wwhhoo  

vviissiitteedd  sseevveerraall  ccooaasstt  ttoowwnnss  iinn  CChhiinnaa  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  mmiiddddllee  ooff  tthhee  ffoouurrtteeeenntthh  

cceennttuurryy,,  ssppeeaakkss  ooff  tthhee  hheeaarrttyy  wweellccoommee  hhee  rreecceeiivveedd  ffrroomm  hhiiss  ccoo--rreelliiggiioonniissttss,,
55
  aanndd  

rreeppoorrttss  tthhaatt""  IInn  eevveerryy  ttoowwnn  tthheerree  iiss  aa  ssppeecciiaall  qquuaarrtteerr  ffoorr  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss,,  iinnhhaabbiitteedd  

ssoolleellyy  bbyy  tthheemm,,  wwhheerree  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  tthheeiirr  mmoossqquueess;;  tthheeyy  aarree  hhoonnoouurreedd  aanndd  rreessppeecctteedd  

bbyy  tthhee  CChhiinneessee..""  
66
  

  UUpp  ttoo  tthhiiss  ppeerriioodd  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  aappppeeaarr  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  llooookkeedd  

uuppoonn  aass  aa  ffoorreeiiggnn  ccoommmmuunniittyy  iinn  CChhiinnaa,,  bbuutt  aafftteerr  tthhee  eexxppuullssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  MMoonnggooll  

ddyynnaassttyy  iinn  tthhee  llaatttteerr  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  ffoouurrtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  tthheeyy  rreecceeiivveedd  nnoo  ffrreesshh  

aaddddiittiioonn  ttoo  tthheeiirr  nnuummbbeerrss  ffrroomm  aabbrrooaadd,,  iinn  ccoonnsseeqquueennccee  ooff  tthhee  ppoolliiccyy  ooff  iissoollaattiioonn  

wwhhiicchh  tthhee  CChhiinneessee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  nnooww  aaddoopptteedd;;  aanndd  bbeeiinngg  tthhuuss  ccuutt  ooffff  ffrroomm  

ccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  ccoorreelliiggiioonniissttss  iinn  ootthheerr  ccoouunnttrriieess,,  tthheeyy  tteennddeedd,,  iinn  mmoosstt  

ppaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  eemmppiirree,,  ggrraadduuaallllyy  ttoo  bbeeccoommee  mmeerrggeedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  mmaassss  ooff  tthhee  nnaattiivvee  

ppooppuullaattiioonn,,  tthhrroouugghh  tthheeiirr  mmaarrrriiaaggeess  wwiitthh  CChhiinneessee  wwoommeenn  aanndd  tthheeiirr  aaddooppttiioonn  ooff  

CChhiinneessee  hhaabbiittss  aanndd  mmaannnneerrss..  TThhee  ffoouunnddeerr  ooff  tthhee  nneeww  MMiinngg  ddyynnaassttyy,,  tthhee  eemmppeerroorr  

HHuunngg--wwuu,,  eexxtteennddeedd  ttoo  tthheemm  mmaannyy  pprriivviilleeggeess,,  aanndd  tthheeiirr  fflloouurriisshhiinngg  ccoonnddiittiioonn  

dduurriinngg  tthhee  ppeerriioodd  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  ddyynnaassttyy  llaasstteedd  ((11336688--11664444))  iiss  sshhoowwnn  bbyy  tthhee  llaarrggee  

nnuummbbeerr  ooff  mmoossqquueess  eerreecctteedd..  

  TThhee  eemmppeerroorrss  ooff  tthhiiss  ddyynnaassttyy  ccuullttiivvaatteedd  ffrriieennddllyy  rreellaattiioonnss  wwiitthh  tthhee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  pprriinncceess  oonn  tthheeiirr  wweesstteerrnn  ffrroonnttiieerr,,  aanndd  tthheerree  wwaass  aa  ffrreeqquueenntt  

iinntteerrcchhaannggee  ooff  eemmbbaassssiieess  bbeettwweeeenn  tthheemm  aanndd  tthhee  TTiimmuurriidd  pprriinncceess..  OOnnee  ooff  tthheessee  iiss  

                                                           
1
 MMiissssiioonn  dd''OOlllloonnee,,  pppp..  443355--66.. 

2
 HHoowwoorrtthh,,  vvooll..  ii..  pp..  225577.. 

3
 MMaarrccoo  PPoolloo,,  vvooll..  II..  pppp..  221199,,  227744;;      vvooll  iiii..  pp..  6666..  

4
 RRaasshhiidd  aall--DDīīnn  ((YYuullee''ss  CCaatthhaayy,,  pp..  99))..  

5
 VVooLL  iivv..  pppp..  227700,,  338833.. 

6
 IIdd..  pp..  225588.. 
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ooff  iinntteerreesstt  iinn  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  iinnaassmmuucchh  aass  SShhāāhh  RRuukkhh  BBaahhāādduurr  

iinn  11441122  ttooookk  aaddvvaannttaaggee  ooff  tthhee  aarrrriivvaall  ooff  aa  CChhiinneessee  eemmbbaassssyy  aatt  hhiiss  ccoouurrtt  iinn  

SSaammaarrqqaanndd,,  ttoo  iinncclluuddee  iinn  hhiiss  aannsswweerr  aann  iinnvviittaattiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  eemmppeerroorr  ttoo  eemmbbrraaccee  

IIssllaamm..  HHee  sseenntt  wwiitthh  hhiiss  eennvvooyy,,  wwhhoo  aaccccoommppaanniieedd  tthhee  CChhiinneessee  aammbbaassssaaddoorrss  oonn  

tthheeiirr  rreettuurrnn,,  ttwwoo  lleetttteerrss,,  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ooff  wwhhiicchh,,  wwrriitttteenn  iinn  AArraabbiicc,,  wwaass  ttoo  tthhee  

ffoolllloowwiinngg  eeffffeecctt::——""  IInn  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  GGoodd,,  tthhee  MMeerrcciiffuull,,  tthhee  CCoommppaassssiioonnaattee..  

TThheerree  iiss  nnoo  ggoodd  ssaavvee  GGoodd::  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  iiss  tthhee  AAppoossttllee  ooff  GGoodd..  TThhee  AAppoossttllee  ooff  

GGoodd,,  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  ((ppeeaaccee  bbee  oonn  hhiimm!!))  ssaaiidd::  ''  TThheerree  sshhaallll  nnoott  cceeaassee  ttoo  bbee  iinn  mmyy  

cchhuurrcchh  aa  ppeeooppllee  aabbiiddiinngg  iinn  tthhee  ccoommmmaannddmmeennttss  ooff  GGoodd;;  wwhhoossooeevveerr  ffaaiillss  ttoo  hheellpp  

tthheemm  oorr  ooppppoosseess  tthheemm,,  sshhaallll  nneevveerr  pprroossppeerr,,  uunnttiill  tthhee  ccoommmmaannddmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd  

ccoommeetthh..''  WWhheenn  tthhee  MMoosstt  HHiigghh  GGoodd  ppuurrppoosseedd  ttoo  ccrreeaattee  AAddaamm  aanndd  hhiiss  rraaccee,,  hhee  

ssaaiidd  ''  II  wwaass  aa  hhiiddddeenn  ttrreeaassuurree,,  bbuutt  iitt  wwaass  mmyy  pplleeaassuurree  ttoo  bbeeccoommee  kknnoowwnn;;  II  

tthheerreeffoorree  ccrreeaatteedd  mmaann  tthhaatt  II  mmiigghhtt  bbee  kknnoowwnn;;  IItt  iiss  mmaanniiffeesstt  ffrroomm  hheennccee  tthhaatt  tthhee  

ddiivviinnee  ppuurrppoossee  ((ggrreeaatt  iiss  HHiiss  ppoowweerr  aanndd  eexxaalltteedd  iiss  HHiiss  wwoorrdd!!))  iinn  tthhee  ccrreeaattiioonn  ooff  

mmaann  wwaass  ttoo  mmaakkee  HHiimmsseellff  KKnnoowwnn  aanndd  uupplliifftt  tthhee  bbaannnneerrss  ooff  rriigghhtt  gguuiiddaannccee  aanndd  

ffaaiitthh..  WWhheerreeffoorree  HHee  sseenntt  HHiiss  AAppoossttllee  wwiitthh  gguuiiddaannccee  aanndd  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  ttrruutthh  tthhaatt  

iitt  mmiigghhtt  pprreevvaaiill  oovveerr  aallll  ootthheerr  ffaaiitthhss,,  tthhoouugghh  tthhee  ppoollyytthheeiissttss  ttuurrnn  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  iitt,,  

tthhaatt  hhee  mmiigghhtt  mmaakkee  kknnoowwnn  tthhee  llaawwss  aanndd  tthhee  oorrddiinnaanncceess  aanndd  tthhee  oobbsseerrvvaanncceess  ooff  

wwhhaatt  iiss  llaawwffuull  aanndd  uunnllaawwffuull,,  aanndd  HHee  ggaavvee  hhiimm  tthhee  hhoollyy  QQuurr''āānn  mmiirraaccuulloouussllyy  tthhaatt  

tthheerreebbyy  hhee  mmiigghhtt  ppuutt  ttoo  ssiilleennccee  tthhee  uunnbbeelliieevveerrss  aanndd  ssttoopp  tthheeiirr  mmoouutthhss  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  

ddiissccuusssseedd  aanndd  ddiissppuutteedd  wwiitthh  hhiimm,,  aanndd  bbyy  HHiiss  ppeerrffeecctt  ggrraaccee  aanndd  HHiiss  aallll--ppeerrvvaaddiinngg  

gguuiiddaannccee  HHee  hhaass  ccaauusseedd  iitt  ttoo  rreemmaaiinn  eevveenn  uunnttoo  tthhee  ddaayy  ooff  jjuuddggmmeenntt..  BByy  HHiiss  

ppoowweerr  HHee  hhaatthh  eessttaabblliisshheedd  iinn  aallll  aaggeess  aanndd  ttiimmeess  aanndd  iinn  aallll  ppaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd,,  iinn  

eeaasstt  aanndd  wweesstt,,  aanndd  iinn  CChhiinnaa,,  aa  mmiigghhttyy  mmoonnaarrcchh,,  lloorrdd  ooff  ggrreeaatt  aarrmmiieess  aanndd  

aauutthhoorriittyy,,  ttoo  aaddmmiinniisstteerr  jjuussttiiccee  aanndd  mmeerrccyy  aanndd  sspprreeaadd  tthhee  wwiinnggss  ooff  ppeeaaccee  aanndd  

sseeccuurriittyy  oovveerr  tthhee  hheeaaddss  ooff  mmeenn;;  ttoo  eennjjooiinn  uuppoonn  tthheemm  rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss  aanndd  wwaarrnn  

tthheemm  aaggaaiinnsstt  eevviill  aanndd  ddiissoobbeeddiieennccee  aanndd  lliifftt  uupp  aammoonngg  tthheemm  tthhee  bbaannnneerrss  ooff  tthhee  

nnoobbllee  rreelliiggiioonn;;  aanndd  hhee  ddrriivveess  aawwaayy  iiddoollaattrryy  aanndd  iinnffiiddeelliittyy  ffrroomm  aammoonngg  tthheemm  

tthhrroouugghh  bbeelliieeff  iinn  tthhee  uunniittyy  ooff  GGoodd..  TThhee  MMoosstt  HHiigghh  GGoodd  tthhuuss  ddiissppoosseetthh  oouurr  hheeaarrttss  

bbyy  HHiiss  ppaasstt  mmeerrcciieess  aanndd  HHiiss  eennssuuiinngg  ggrraaccee  ttoo  ssttrriivvee  ffoorr  tthhee  ssttaabblliisshhiinngg  ooff  tthhee  

llaawwss  ooff  ppuurree  rreelliiggiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  ccoonnttiinnuuaannccee  ooff  tthhee  oorrddiinnaanncceess  ooff  tthhee  sshhiinniinngg  ppaatthh..  

HHee  aallssoo  bbiiddss  uuss  aaddmmiinniisstteerr  jjuussttiiccee  ttoo  oouurr  ssuubbjjeeccttss  iinn  aallll  ssuuiittss  aanndd  ccaasseess  iinn  

aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett  aanndd  tthhee  oorrddiinnaanncceess  ooff  tthhee  CChhoosseenn  

OOnnee,,  aanndd  bbuuiilldd  mmoossqquueess  aanndd  ccoolllleeggeess  aanndd  mmoonnaasstteerriieess  aanndd  hheerrmmiittaaggeess  aanndd  ppllaacceess  

ooff  wwoorrsshhiipp,,  tthhaatt  tthhee  tteeaacchhiinngg  ooff  tthhee  sscciieenncceess  aanndd  tthhee  sscchhoooollss  ooff  lleeaarrnniinngg  mmaayy  nnoott  

cceeaassee  nnoorr  tthhee  mmeemmoorriiaallss  aanndd  iinnjjuunnccttiioonnss  ooff  rreelliiggiioonn  bbee  sswweepptt  aawwaayy..  SSeeeeiinngg  tthhaatt  

tthhee  ccoonnttiinnuuaannccee  ooff  wwoorrllddllyy  pprroossppeerriittyy  aanndd  ddoommiinniioonn,,  aanndd  tthhee  ppeerrmmaanneennccee  ooff  

aauutthhoorriittyy  aanndd  rruullee  ddeeppeenndd  uuppoonn  tthhee  aassssiissttaannccee  ggiivveenn  ttoo  ttrruutthh  aanndd  rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss  

aanndd  tthhee  eexxttiirrppaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  eevviillss  ccaauusseedd  bbyy  iiddoollaattrryy  aanndd  uunnbbeelliieeff  ffrroomm  tthhee  eeaarrtthh,,  iinn  

tthhee  eexxppeeccttaattiioonn  ooff  bblleessssiinngg  aanndd  rreewwaarrdd,,  wwee,,  tthheerreeffoorree,,  hhooppee  tthhaatt  yyoouurr  MMaajjeessttyy  

aanndd  tthhee  nnoobblleess  ooff  yyoouurr  rreeaallmm  wwiillll  aaggrreeee  wwiitthh  uuss  iinn  tthheessee  mmaatttteerrss  aanndd  jjooiinn  uuss  iinn  

ssttrreennggtthheenniinngg  tthhee  ffoouunnddaattiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  eessttaabblliisshheedd  llaaww..""  TThhee  ootthheerr  lleetttteerr,,  wwrriitttteenn  iinn  

PPeerrssiiaann,,  mmaakkeess  aa  mmoorree  ddiirreecctt  aappppeeaall,,  wwiitthhoouutt  tthhee  rrhheettoorriiccaall  eemmbbeelllliisshhmmeennttss  ooff  
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tthhee  AArraabbiicc::——""  TThhee  MMoosstt  HHiigghh  GGoodd,,  hhaavviinngg  iinn  tthhee  ddeepptthh  ooff  HHiiss  wwiissddoomm  aanndd  tthhee  

ppeerrffeeccttiioonn  ooff  HHiiss  ppoowweerr  ccrreeaatteedd  AAddaamm  ((ppeeaaccee  bbee  uuppoonn  hhiimm  !!)),,  mmaaddee  ssoommee  ooff  hhiiss  

ssoonnss  pprroopphheettss  aanndd  aappoossttlleess  aanndd  sseenntt  tthheemm  aammoonngg  mmeenn  ttoo  ssuummmmoonn  tthheemm  ttoo  tthhee  

ttrruutthh..  TToo  cceerrttaaiinn  ooff  tthheessee  pprroopphheettss,,  ssuucchh  aass  AAbbrraahhaamm,,  MMoosseess,,  DDaavviidd  aanndd  

MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  ((ppeeaaccee  bbee  uuppoonn  tthheemm  !!))  HHee  ggaavvee  aa  bbooookk  aanndd  ttaauugghhtt  aa  llaaww,,  aanndd  HHee  

bbaaddee  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  tthheeiirr  ttiimmeeffoollllooww  tthhee  llaaww  aanndd  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  eeaacchh  ooff  tthheemm..  AAllll  

tthheessee  aappoossttlleess  iinnvviitteedd  mmeenn  ttoo  ffaaiitthh  iinn  tthhee  uunniittyy  aanndd  ttoo  tthhee  wwoorrsshhiipp  ooff  GGoodd  aanndd  

ffoorrbbaaddee  tthhee  aaddoorraattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ssuunn,,  mmoooonn  aanndd  ssttaarrss,,  ooff  kkiinnggss  aanndd  iiddoollss;;  aanndd  tthhoouugghh  

eeaacchh  oonnee  ooff  tthheessee  aappoossttlleess  hhaadd  aa  sseeppaarraattee  llaaww,,  yyeett  tthheeyy  wweerree  aallll  aaggrreeeedd  iinn  tthhee  

ddooccttrriinnee  ooff  tthhee  uunniittyy  ooff  tthhee  MMoosstt  HHiigghh  GGoodd..  AAtt  lleennggtthh,,  wwhheenn  tthhee  aappoossttoolliicc  aanndd  

pprroopphheettiicc  ooffffiiccee  ddeevvoollvveedd  oonn  tthhee  AAppoossttllee  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  MMuuṣṣ ṭṭ aaffặặ  ((tthhee  ppeeaaccee  aanndd  

bblleessssiinngg  ooff  GGoodd  bbee  uuppoonn  hhiimm  !!))  aallll  ootthheerr  ssyysstteemmss  ooff  llaaww  wweerree  aabbrrooggaatteedd..  HHee  wwaass  

tthhee  aappoossttllee  aanndd  tthhee  pprroopphheett  ooff  tthhee  llaatttteerr  aaggee,,  aanndd  iitt  bbeehhoovveess  tthhee  wwhhoollee  wwoorrlldd——

lloorrddss  aanndd  kkiinnggss  aanndd  mmiinniisstteerrss,,  rriicchh  aanndd  ppoooorr,,  ssmmaallll  aanndd  ggrreeaatt,,——ttoo  oobbsseerrvvee  hhiiss  

llaaww  aanndd  ffoorrssaakkee  aallll  ppaasstt  ccrreeeeddss  aanndd  llaawwss..  TThhiiss  iiss  tthhee  ttrruuee  aanndd  ppeerrffeecctt  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  iiss  

ccaalllleedd  IIssllaamm..  SSoommee  yyeeaarrss  aaggoo,,  CChhiinnggīīzz  KKhhāānn  ttooookk  uupp  aarrmmss  aanndd  sseenntt  hhiiss  ssoonnss  iinnttoo  

vvaarriioouuss  ccoouunnttrriieess  aanndd  kkiinnggddoommss——JJūūjjīī  KKhhāānn  ttoo  tthhee  ccoonnffiinneess  ooff  SSaarrāāyy,,  QQrriimm  aanndd  

DDaasshhtt  QQaaffcchhāāqq,,  wwhheerree  ssoommee  mmoonnaarrcchhss,,  ssuucchh  aass  ŪŪzzbbeekk  KKhhāānn,,  CChhāānnīī  KKhhāānn  aanndd  

UUrruuss  KKhhāānn,,  bbeeccaammee  MMuussaallmmaannss  aanndd  oobbsseerrvveedd  tthhee  llaaww  ooff  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  ((ppeeaaccee  bbee  

uuppoonn  hhiimm!!))..  HHūūllāāggūū  KKhhāānn  wwaass  sseett  oovveerr  KKhhuurrāāssāānn,,  ''IIrrāāqq  aanndd  tthhee  nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  

ccoouunnttrriieess,,  aanndd  ssoommee  ooff  hhiiss  ssoonnss  wwhhoo  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  hhiimm  rreecceeiivveedd  iinnttoo  tthheeiirr  hheeaarrttss  tthhee  

lliigghhtt  ooff  tthhee  llaaww  ooff  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  ((ppeeaaccee  bbee  uuppoonn  hhiimm!!)),,  aanndd  iinn  lliikkee  mmaannnneerr  

bbeeccaammee  MMuussaallmmaannss,,  aanndd  hhoonnoouurreedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  bblleesssseeddnneessss  ooff  IIssllaamm  ppaasssseedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  

ootthheerr  wwoorrlldd,,  ssuucchh  aass  tthhee  ttrruutthhffuull  kkiinngg,,  GGhhāāzzāānn,,  aanndd  UUlljjāāyyttūū  SSuullṭṭ āānn  aanndd  tthhee  

ffoorrttuunnaattee  kkiinngg,,  AAbbūū  SSaa''īīdd  BBaahhāādduurr,,  uunnttiill  mmyy  hhoonnoouurreedd  ffaatthheerr,,  AAmmīīrr  TTīīmmūūrr  

GGūūrrggāānn,,  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  ttoo  tthhee  tthhrroonnee..  HHee  ttoooo  oobbsseerrvveedd  tthhee  llaaww  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ((ppeeaaccee  

bbee  uuppoonn  hhiimm  !!))  iinn  aallll  tthhee  ccoouunnttrriieess  uunnddeerr  hhiiss  rruullee,,  aanndd  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  hhiiss  rreeiiggnn  tthhee  

ffoolllloowweerrss  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  IIssllaamm  eennjjooyyeedd  ccoommpplleettee  pprroossppeerriittyy..  NNooww  tthhaatt  bbyy  tthhee  

ggooooddnneessss  aanndd  ffaavvoouurr  ooff  GGoodd  tthhiiss  KKiinnggddoomm  ooff  KKhhuurrāāssāānn,,  ''IIrrāāqq,,  MMāā--wwaarrāā''--aall--nnaahhrr,,  

eettcc..,,  hhaass  ppaasssseedd  iinnttoo  mmyy  hhaannddss,,  tthhee  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn  iiss  ccaarrrriieedd  oonn  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  

wwhhoollee  kkiinnggddoomm  iinn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  ppuurree  llaaww  ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett;;  rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss  iiss  

eennjjooiinneedd  aanndd  wwrroonngg  ffoorrbbiiddddeenn,,  aanndd  tthhee  YYaarrgghhūū  aanndd  tthhee  iinnssttiittuutteess  ooff  CChhiinnggiizz  

KKhhāānn  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aabboolliisshheedd..  

SSiinnccee,,  tthheenn,,  iitt  iiss  ssuurree  aanndd  cceerrttaaiinn  tthhaatt  ssaallvvaattiioonn  aanndd  ddeelliivveerraannccee  iinn  tthhee  ddaayy  

ooff  jjuuddggmmeenntt,,  aanndd  ssoovveerreeiiggnnttyy  aanndd  ffeelliicciittyy  iinn  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  wwoorrlldd,,  ddeeppeenndd  uuppoonn  ttrruuee  

ffaaiitthh  aanndd  IIssllaamm,,  aanndd  tthhee  ffaavvoouurr  ooff  tthhee  MMoosstt  HHiigghh  GGoodd,,  iitt  iiss  iinnccuummbbeenntt  uuppoonn  uuss  ttoo  

ttrreeaatt  oouurr  ssuubbjjeeccttss  wwiitthh  jjuussttiiccee  aanndd  eeqquuiittyy..  II  hhooppee  tthhaatt  bbyy  tthhee  bboouunnttyy  aanndd  

bbeenneevvoolleennccee  ooff  GGoodd  yyoouu  ttoooo  wwiillll  oobbsseerrvvee  tthhee  llaaww  ooff  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd,,  tthhee  AAppoossttllee  ooff  

GGoodd  ((ppeeaaccee  bbee  uuppoonn  hhiimm  II))  aanndd  ssttrreennggtthheenn  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  ssoo  tthhaatt  yyoouu  mmaayy  

eexxcchhaannggee  tthhee  ttrraannssiittoorryy  ssoovveerreeiiggnnttyy  ooff  tthhiiss  wwoorrlldd  ffoorr  tthhee  ssoovveerreeiiggnnttyy  ooff  tthhee  

wwoorrlldd  ttoo  ccoommee..""
11
  

  IItt  iiss  nnoott  iimmpprroobbaabbllee  tthhaatt  tthheessee  lleetttteerrss  ggaavvee  rriissee  ttoo  tthhee  llaatteerr  lleeggeenndd  ooff  
                                                           
1
 AAbbdd  aall--RRaazzzzaaqq  aall--SSaammaarrqqaannddii::  MMaaṭṭ iiaa''  aall--ssaa''ddaayynn,,  ffoollll  6600--11..  ((BBlloocchheett,,  pppp..  224499--5522..)) 
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oonnee  ooff  tthhee  CChhiinneessee  eemmppeerroorrss  hhaavviinngg  bbeeccoommee  aa  ccoonnvveerrtt  ttoo  IIssllaamm..
11
  TThhiiss  lleeggeenndd  iiss  

rreeffeerrrreedd  ttoo,,  aammoonngg  ootthheerrss,,  bbyy  aa  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  mmeerrcchhaanntt,,  SSaayyyyiidd  ''AAllīī  AAkkbbaarr,,  wwhhoo  

ssppeenntt  ssoommee  yyeeaarrss  iinn  PPeekkiinngg  aatt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  ffiifftteeeenntthh  aanndd  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  

ssiixxtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy;;  hhee  ssppeeaakkss  ooff  tthhee  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  MMuussaallmmaannss  wwhhoo  hhaadd  sseettttlleedd  

iinn  CChhiinnaa;;  iinn  tthhee  cciittyy  ooff  KKeennjjaannffuu  tthheerree  wweerree  aass  mmaannyy  aass  3300,,000000  MMuusslliimm  ffaammiilliieess;;  

tthheeyy  ppaaiidd  nnoo  ttaaxxeess  aanndd  eennjjooyyeedd  tthhee  ffaavvoouurr  ooff  tthhee  eemmppeerroorr,,  wwhhoo  ggaavvee  tthheemm  ggrraannttss  

ooff  llaanndd;;  tthheeyy  eennjjooyyeedd  ccoommpplleettee  ttoolleerraattiioonn  ffoorr  tthhee  eexxeerrcciissee  ooff  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn,,  wwhhiicchh  

wwaass  ffaavvoouurraabbllyy  vviieewweedd  bbyy  tthhee  CChhiinneessee,,  aanndd  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss  wweerree  ffrreeeellyy  ppeerrmmiitttteedd;;  

iinn  tthhee  ccaappiittaall  iittsseellff  tthheerree  wweerree  ffoouurr  ggrreeaatt  mmoossqquueess  aanndd  aabboouutt  nniinneettyy  mmoorree  iinn  ootthheerr  

pprroovviinncceess  ooff  tthhee  eemmppiirree,,——aallll  eerreecctteedd  aatt  tthhee  ccoosstt  ooff  tthhee  eemmppeerroorr..
22
  

  UUpp  ttoo  tthhee  eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  MMaanncchhuu  ddyynnaassttyy  iinn  11664444  tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  

rreeccoorrdd  ooff  aannyy  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  uupprriissiinngg,,  aanndd  tthhee  ffoolllloowweerrss  ooff  IIssllaamm  aappppeeaarr  ttoo  hhaavvee  

bbeeeenn  eennttiirreellyy  ccoonntteenntt  wwiitthh  tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  lliibbeerrttyy  tthheeyy  eennjjooyyeedd;;  bbuutt  ddiiffffiiccuullttiieess  

aarroossee  ssoooonn  aafftteerr  tthhee  aaddvveenntt  ooff  tthhee  nneeww  rruulliinngg  ppoowweerr,,  aanndd  aann  iinnssuurrrreeccttiioonn  iinn  tthhee  

pprroovviinnccee  ooff  KKaannssuu  iinn  11664488  wwaass  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ooccccaassiioonn  oonn  wwhhiicchh  aannyy  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  

rroossee  iinn  aarrmmss  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  CChhiinneessee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt,,  tthhoouugghh  iitt  wwaass  nnoott  uunnttiill  tthhee  

nniinneetteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  tthhaatt  aannyy  ssuucchh  rreevvoolltt  eennttaaiilleedd  vveerryy  ddiissaassttrroouuss  ccoonnsseeqquueenncceess,,  oorr  

sseerriioouussllyy  iinntteerrrruupptteedd  tthhee  aammiiccaabbllee  rreellaattiioonnss  tthhaatt  hhaadd  ssuubbssiisstteedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  

bbeeggiinnnniinngg  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  CChhiinneessee  MMuusslliimmss  aanndd  tthheeiirr  rruulleerrss..  TThhee  ooffffiicciiaall  vviieeww  ooff  

tthhee  CChhiinneessee  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ooff  tthheessee  rreellaattiioonnss  iiss  sseett  ffoorrtthh  iinn  aann  eeddiicctt  ppuubblliisshheedd  bbyy  

tthhee  eemmppeerroorr  YYuunngg  CChheenn  iinn  11773311::——""  IInn  eevveerryy  pprroovviinnccee  ooff  tthhee  eemmppiirree,,  ffoorr  mmaannyy  

cceennttuurriieess  ppaasstt,,  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ffoouunndd  aa  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  wwhhoo  ffoorrmm  ppaarrtt  

ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  wwhhoomm  II  rreeggaarrdd  aass  mmyy  oowwnn  cchhiillddrreenn  jjuusstt  aass  II  ddoo  mmyy  ootthheerr  ssuubbjjeeccttss..  II  

mmaakkee  nnoo  ddiissttiinnccttiioonn  bbeettwweeeenn  tthheemm  aanndd  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ddoo  nnoott  bbeelloonngg  ttoo  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn..  

II  hhaavvee  rreecceeiivveedd  ffrroomm  cceerrttaaiinn  ooffffiicciiaallss  sseeccrreett  ccoommppllaaiinnttss  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  oonn  tthhee  ggrroouunndd  tthhaatt  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  ddiiffffeerrss  ffrroomm  tthhaatt  ooff  tthhee  ootthheerr  

CChhiinneessee,,  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  ddoo  nnoott  ssppeeaakk  tthhee  ssaammee  llaanngguuaaggee,,  aanndd  wweeaarr  aa  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ddrreessss  ttoo  

tthhee  rreesstt  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee..  TThheeyy  aarree  aaccccuusseedd  ooff  ddiissoobbeeddiieennccee,,  hhaauugghhttiinneessss,,  aanndd  

rreebbeelllliioouuss  ffeeeelliinnggss,,  aanndd  II  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aasskkeedd  ttoo  eemmppllooyy  sseevveerree  mmeeaassuurreess  aaggaaiinnsstt  

tthheemm..  AAfftteerr  eexxaammiinniinngg  tthheessee  ccoommppllaaiinnttss  aanndd  aaccccuussaattiioonnss,,  II  hhaavvee  ddiissccoovveerreedd  tthhaatt  

tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  ffoouunnddaattiioonn  ffoorr  tthheemm..  IInn  ffaacctt,,  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ffoolllloowweedd  bbyy  tthhee  MMuussaallmmaannss  

iiss  tthhaatt  ooff  tthheeiirr  aanncceessttoorrss;;  iitt  iiss  ttrruuee  tthheeiirr  llaanngguuaaggee  iiss  nnoott  tthhee  ssaammee  aass  tthhaatt  ooff  tthhee  

rreesstt  ooff  tthhee  CChhiinneessee,,  bbuutt  wwhhaatt  aa  mmuullttiittuuddee  ooff  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ddiiaalleeccttss  tthheerree  aarree  iinn  CChhiinnaa..  

AAss  ttoo  tthheeiirr  tteemmpplleess,,  ddrreessss  aanndd  mmaannnneerr  ooff  wwrriittiinngg,,  wwhhiicchh  ddiiffffeerr  ffrroomm  tthhoossee  ooff  tthhee  

ootthheerr  CChhiinneessee——tthheessee  aarree  mmaatttteerrss  ooff  aabbssoolluutteellyy  nnoo  iimmppoorrttaannccee..  TThheessee  aarree  mmeerree  

mmaatttteerrss  ooff  ccuussttoomm..  TThheeyy  bbeeaarr  aass  ggoooodd  aa  cchhaarraacctteerr  aass  mmyy  ootthheerr  ssuubbjjeeccttss,,  aanndd  tthheerree  

iiss  nnootthhiinngg  ttoo  sshhooww  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  iinntteenndd  ttoo  rreebbeell..  IItt  iiss  mmyy  wwiisshh,,  tthheerreeffoorree,,  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  

sshhoouulldd  bbee  lleefftt  iinn  tthhee  ffrreeee  eexxeerrcciissee  ooff  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn,,  wwhhoossee  oobbjjeecctt  iiss  ttoo  tteeaacchh  mmeenn  

tthhee  oobbsseerrvvaannccee  ooff  aa  mmoorraall  lliiffee,,  aanndd  tthhee  ffuullffiillmmeenntt  ooff  ssoocciiaall  aanndd  cciivviill  dduuttiieess..  TThhiiss  

rreelliiggiioonn  rreessppeeccttss  tthhee  ffuunnddaammeennttaall  bbaassiiss  ooff  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt,,  aanndd  wwhhaatt  mmoorree  ccaann  bbee  

                                                           
1
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aasskkeedd  ffoorr??  IIff  tthheenn  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ccoonnttiinnuuee  ttoo  ccoonndduucctt  tthheemmsseellvveess  aass  ggoooodd  

aanndd  llooyyaall  ssuubbjjeeccttss,,  mmyy  ffaavvoouurr  wwiillll  bbee  eexxtteennddeedd  ttoowwaarrddss  tthheemm  jjuusstt  aass  mmuucchh  aass  

ttoowwaarrddss  mmyy  ootthheerr  cchhiillddrreenn  FFrroomm  aammoonngg  tthheemm  hhaavvee  ccoommee  mmaannyy  cciivviill  aanndd  mmiilliittaarryy  

ooffffiicceerrss,,  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  rriisseenn  ttoo  tthhee  vveerryy  hhiigghheesstt  rraannkkss..  TThhiiss  iiss  tthhee  bbeesstt  pprrooooff  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  

hhaavvee  aaddoopptteedd  oouurr  hhaabbiittss  aanndd  ccuussttoommss,,  aanndd  hhaavvee  lleeaarrnneedd  ttoo  ccoonnffoorrmm  tthheemmsseellvveess  

ttoo  tthhee  pprreecceeppttss  ooff  oouurr  ssaaccrreedd  bbooookkss..  TThheeyy  ppaassss  tthheeiirr  eexxaammiinnaattiioonnss  iinn  lliitteerraattuurree  

jjuusstt  lliikkee  eevveerryy  oonnee  eellssee,,  aanndd  ppeerrffoorrmm  tthhee  ssaaccrriiffiicceess  eennjjooiinneedd  bbyy  llaaww..  IInn  aa  wwoorrdd,,  

tthheeyy  aarree  ttrruuee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  CChhiinneessee  ffaammiillyy  aanndd  eennddeeaavvoouurr  aallwwaayyss  ttoo  

ffuullffiill  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioouuss,,  cciivviill  aanndd  ppoolliittiiccaall  dduuttiieess..  WWhheenn  tthhee  mmaaggiissttrraatteess  hhaavvee  aa  cciivviill  

ccaassee  bbrroouugghhtt  bbeeffoorree  tthheemm,,  tthheeyy  sshhoouulldd  nnoott  ccoonncceerrnn  tthheemmsseellvveess  wwiitthh  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  

ooff  tthhee  lliittiiggaannttss..  TThheerree  iiss  bbuutt  oonnee  ssiinnggllee  llaaww  ffoorr  aallll  mmyy  ssuubbjjeeccttss..  TThhoossee  wwhhoo  ddoo  

ggoooodd  sshhaallll  bbee  rreewwaarrddeedd,,  aanndd  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ddoo  eevviill  sshhaallll  bbee  ppuunniisshheedd..""
11
  

  AAbboouutt  tthhiirrttyy  yyeeaarrss  llaatteerr,,  hhiiss  ssuucccceessssoorr,,  tthhee  EEmmppeerroorr  KK''iieenn  LLuunngg,,  

sshhoowweedd  ddiissttiinngguuiisshheedd  mmaarrkkss  ooff  hhiiss  ffaavvoouurr  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  bbyy  

eennnnoobblliinngg  ttwwoo  TTuurrkkii  BBeeggss  wwhhoo  hhaadd  mmaatteerriiaallllyy  hheellppeedd  iinn  ssuupppprreessssiinngg  aa  rreevvoolltt  iinn  

tthhee  nnoorrtthh--wweesstt  aanndd  KKaasshhggaarr,,  aanndd  bbuuiillddiinngg  ppaallaacceess  ffoorr  tthheemm  iinn  PPeekkiinngg;;  hhee  aallssoo  

eerreecctteedd  aa  mmoossqquuee  ffoorr  tthhee  uussee  ooff  tthhee  TTuurrkkii  BBeeggss  wwhhoo  vviissiitteedd  tthhee  IImmppeerriiaall  ccoouurrtt  

aanndd  ffoorr  tthhee  pprriissoonneerrss  ooff  wwaarr  wwhhoo  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  bbrroouugghhtt  ttoo  tthhee  ccaappiittaall  ffrroomm  KKāāsshhggaarr..  

AAmmoonngg  tthheessee  pprriissoonneerrss  wwaass  aa  bbeeaauuttiiffuull  ggiirrll  wwhhoo  bbeeccaammee  aa  ffaavvoouurriittee  ccoonnccuubbiinnee  

ooff  tthhee  eemmppeerroorr,,  aanndd  iitt  iiss  ssttaatteedd  tthhaatt  ffoorr  lloovvee  ooff  hheerr  hhee  bbuuiilltt  tthhiiss  mmoossqquuee  

iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy  ooppppoossiittee  hhiiss  oowwnn  ppaallaaccee  aanndd  eerreecctteedd  aa  ppaavviilliioonn  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  ppaallaaccee  

ggrroouunnddss,,  ffrroomm  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  ccoonnccuubbiinnee  ccoouulldd  wwaattcchh  hheerr  ffeellllooww--ccoouunnttrryymmeenn  aatt  

pprraayyeerr  aanndd  ccoouulldd  jjooiinn  iinn  tthheeiirr  ddeevvoottiioonnss..  TThhiiss  mmoossqquuee  wwaass  bbuuiilltt  iinn  tthhee  yyeeaarrss  

11776633--11776644  aanndd  ccoonnttaaiinnss  aann  iinnssccrriippttiioonn  iinn  ffoouurr  llaanngguuaaggeess,,  tthhee  CChhiinneessee  tteexxtt  ooff  

wwhhiicchh  wwaass  wwrriitttteenn  bbyy  tthhee  eemmppeerroorr  hhiimmsseellff..
22
    

  AAfftteerr  ccrruusshhiinngg  tthhee  rreevvoolltt  iinn  ZZuunnggaarriiaa,,  tthhiiss  ssaammee  eemmppeerroorr  KK''iieenn  

LLuunngg,,  iinn  11777700  ttrraannssppoorrtteedd  tthhiitthheerr  ffrroomm  ootthheerr  ppaarrttss  ooff  CChhiinnaa  tteenn  tthhoouussaanndd  

mmiilliittaarryy  ccoolloonniissttss,,  wwhhoo  wweerree  ffoolllloowweedd  bbyy  tthheeiirr--  ffaammiilliieess  aanndd  ootthheerr  ppeerrssoonnss,,  ttoo  rree--

ppeeooppllee  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  aanndd  tthheeyy  aarree  aallll  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  eemmbbrraacceedd  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

ssuurrrroouunnddiinngg  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn..
33
  WWhheetthheerr  ssuucchh  mmaassss  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss  

ooccccuurrrreedd  iinn  ootthheerr  ppaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  eemmppiirree  aallssoo,,  wwee  hhaavvee  nnoo  mmeeaannss  ooff  tteelllliinngg,,  bbuutt  tthhee  

eexxiisstteennccee  ooff  aa  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn  iinn  eevveerryy  pprroovviinnccee  ooff  CChhiinnaa  

ccaann  hhaarrddllyy  bbee  eexxppllaaiinneedd  mmeerreellyy  bbyy  rreeffeerreennccee  ttoo  ffoorreeiiggnn  iimmmmiiggrraattiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  

nnaattuurraall  ggrroowwtthh  ooff  ppooppuullaattiioonn,,
44
  tthhoouugghh  tthhee  nnuummbbeerrss  aarree  llaarrggeerr  iinn  tthhoossee  pprroovviinncceess  

iinn  wwhhiicchh  ffoorreeiiggnn Muhammadans have settled.
5
 It is unlikely that the 

Muhammadans in China during the many centuries of their residence in this 
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country, in the enjoyment of religious freedom and the liberal patronage of 

several of the emperors, should have been entirely devoid of that proselytising 

zeal which modem observers have noted in their descendants at the present day.
1
 

To such direct proselytising efforts must have been due the conversion of 

Chinese Jews to Islam; their establishment in this country dates from an early 

period, they held employments under the Government and were in possession of 

large estates; but by the close of the seventeenth century a great part of them had 

been converted to Islam..
2
 Such propaganda must have been quite quiet and 

unobtrusive, and indeed more public methods might have excited suspicions on 

the part of the Government, as is shown by an interesting report which was sent 

to the Emperor K'ien Lung in 1783 by a governor of the province of  

Khwang-Se. It runs as follows : "I have the honour respectfully to inform your 

Majesty that an adventurer Han-Fo-Yun, of the province of Khwang-Se, has 

been arrested on a charge of vagrancy. This adventurer when  interrogated as to 

his occupation, confessed that for the last ten years he had been travelling 

through the different provinces of the Empire in order to obtain information 

about his religion. In one of his boxes were found thirty books, some of which 

had been written by himself, while others were in a language that no one here 

understands. These books praise in an extravagant and ridiculous manner a 

Western king, called Muḥ ammad. The above-mentioned Han-Fo-Yun, when 

put to the torture, at last confessed that the real object of his journey was to 

propagate the false religion taught in these books, and that he remained in the 

province of Shen-Si for a longer time than anywhere else. I have examined these 

books myself. Some are certainly written in a foreign language; for I have not 

been able to understand them: the others that are written in Chinese  aarree  vveerryy  

bbaadd,,  II  mmaayy  aadddd,,  eevveenn  rriiddiiccuulloouuss  oonn  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  tthhee  eexxaaggggeerraatteedd  pprraaiissee  ggiivveenn  iinn  

tthheemm  ttoo  ppeerrssoonnss  wwhhoo  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  ddoo  nnoott  ddeesseerrvvee  iitt,,  bbeeccaauussee  II  hhaavvee  nneevveerr  eevveenn  

hheeaarrdd  ooff  tthheemm..  PPeerrhhaappss  tthhee  aabboovvee--mmeennttiioonneedd  HHaann--FFoo--YYuunn  iiss  aa  rreebbeell  ffrroomm  KKaann--

SSuu..  HHiiss  ccoonndduucctt  iiss  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  ssuussppiicciioouuss,,  ffoorr  wwhhaatt  wwaass  hhee  ggooiinngg  ttoo  ddoo  iinn  tthhee  

pprroovviinncceess  tthhrroouugghh  wwhhiicchh  hhee  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ttrraavveelllliinngg  ffoorr  tthhee  llaasstt  tteenn  yyeeaarrss??  II  iinntteenndd  ttoo  

mmaakkee  aa  sseerriioouuss  iinnqquuiirryy  iinnttoo  tthhee  mmaatttteerr..  MMeeaannwwhhiillee,,  II  wwoouulldd  rreeqquueesstt  yyoouurr  

MMaajjeessttyy  ttoo  oorrddeerr  tthhee  sstteerreeoottyyppeedd  ppllaatteess,,  tthhaatt  aarree  iinn  tthhee  ppoosssseessssiioonn  ooff  hhiiss  ffaammiillyy,,  

ttoo  bbee  bbuurrnntt,,  aanndd  tthhee  eennggrraavveerrss  ttoo  bbee  aarrrreesstteedd,,  aass  wweellll  aass  tthhee  aauutthhoorrss  ooff  tthhee  bbooookkss,,  

wwhhiicchh  II  hhaavvee  sseenntt  ttoo  yyoouurr  MMaajjeessttyy  ddeessiirriinngg  ttoo  kknnooww  yyoouurr  pplleeaassuurree  iinn  tthhee  mmaatttteerr..""  
33
  

TThhiiss  rreeppoorrtt  bbeeaarrss  tteessttiimmoonnyy  ttoo  tthhee  aaccttiivviittyy  ooff  aatt  lleeaasstt  oonnee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  

mmiissssiioonnaarryy  iinn  tthhee  eeiigghhtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  aanndd  tthhee  ggrroowwtthh  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  JJeessuuiitt  

mmiissssiioonnaarriieess
44
  nnootteedd  iinn  tthhee  eeiigghhtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  wwaass  pprroobbaabbllyy  nnoott  ssoo  lliittttllee  

ccoonnnneecctteedd  wwiitthh  ddiirreecctt  pprroosseellyyttiissmm  aass  ssoommee  ooff  tthheemm  ssuuppppoosseedd..  DDuu  HHaallddee,,  iinn  oonnee  

                                                           
1
 Vide infra,  pp. 309-310. 

2
 Clark Abel: Narrative of a  journey the interior of China, p. 361. (London, 1818). 

3
 DDee  TThhiieerrssaanntt,,  ttoommee  iiii..  pppp..  336611--33.. 

4
 OOnnee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy,,  wwrriittiinngg  ffrroomm  PPeekkiinngg  iinn  11772211,,  ssaayyss,,  ""  LLee  sseeccttee  ddeess  MMaahhoomm??ttaannss  ss''??tteenndd  ddee  pplluuss  eenn  pplluuss,,""  

((LLeettttrreess  eeddiiffiiaanntteess  eett  ccuurriieeuusseess,,  ttoommee  zziixx..  pp..  114400..)) 
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ooff  tthhee  ffeeww  ppaassssaaggeess  hhee  ddeevvootteess  ttoo  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  iinn  hhiiss  ggrreeaatt  wwoorrkk,,
11
  

aattttrriibbuutteess  tthhee  iinnccrreeaassee  iinn  tthheeiirr  nnuummbbeerrss  llaarrggeellyy  ttoo  tthheeiirr  hhaabbiitt  ooff  ppuurrcchhaassiinngg  

cchhiillddrreenn  iinn  ttiimmeess  ooff  ffaammiinnee..  ""  TThhee  MMaahhoommeettaannss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  sseettttlleedd  ffoorr  mmoorree  tthhaann  

ssiixx  hhuunnddrreedd  yyeeaarrss  iinn  vvaarriioouuss  pprroovviinncceess,,  wwhheerree  tthheeyy  lliivvee  qquuiittee  qquuiieettllyy,,  bbeeccaauussee  

tthheeyy  ddoo  nnoott  mmaakkee  aannyy  ggrreeaatt  eeffffoorrttss  ttoo  sspprreeaadd  tthheeiirr  ddooccttrriinneess  aanndd  ggaaiinn  pprroosseellyytteess,,  

aanndd  bbeeccaauussee  iinn  ffoorrmmeerr  ttiimmeess  tthheeyy  oonnllyy  iinnccrreeaasseedd  iinn  nnuummbbeerrss  bbyy  tthhee  aalllliiaanncceess  aanndd  

mmaarrrriiaaggeess  tthheeyy  ccoonnttrraacctteedd..  BBuutt  ffoorr  sseevveerraall  yyeeaarrss  ppaasstt  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ttoo  

mmaakkee  vveerryy  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  pprrooggrreessss  bbyy  mmeeaannss  ooff  tthheeiirr  wweeaalltthh..  TThheeyy  bbuuyy  uupp  hheeaatthheenn  

cchhiillddrreenn  eevveerryywwhheerree  ;;  aanndd  tthhee  ppaarreennttss,,  bbeeiinngg  oofftteenn  uunnaabbllee  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  tthheemm  wwiitthh  

ffoooodd,,  hhaavvee  nnoo  ssccrruupplleess  iinn  sseelllliinngg  tthheemm..  DDuurriinngg  aa  ffaammiinnee  tthhaatt  ddeevvaassttaatteedd  tthhee  

PPrroovviinnccee  ooff  CChhaannttoonngg,,  tthheeyy  bboouugghhtt  mmoorree  tthhaann  1100,,000000  ooff  tthheemm..  TThheeyy  mmaarrrryy  tthheemm,,  

aanndd  eeiitthheerr  ppuurrcchhaassee  oorr  bbuuiilldd  ffoorr  tthheemm  sseeppaarraattee  qquuaarrtteerrss  iinn  aa  ttoowwnn,,  oorr  eevveenn  wwhhoollee  

vviillllaaggeess;;  ggrraadduuaallllyy  iinn  sseevveerraall  ppllaacceess  tthheeyy  ggaaiinn  ssuucchh  iinnfflluueennccee  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  ddoo  nnoott  lleett  

aannyy  oonnee  lliivvee  aammoonngg  tthheemm  wwhhoo  ddooeess  nnoott  ggoo  ttoo  tthhee  mmoossqquuee..  BByy  ssuucchh  mmeeaannss  tthheeyy  

hhaavvee  mmuullttiipplliieedd  eexxcceeeeddiinnggllyy  dduurriinngg  tthhee  llaasstt  cceennttuurryy..""  

SSiimmiillaarrllyy,,  iinn  tthhee  ffaammiinnee  tthhaatt  ddeevvaassttaatteedd  tthhee  pprroovviinnccee  ooff  KKwwaannggttuunngg  iinn  

11779900,,  aass  mmaannyy  aass  tteenn  tthhoouussaanndd  cchhiillddrreenn  aarree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ppuurrcchhaasseedd  bbyy  tthhee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ffrroomm  ppaarreennttss  wwhhoo,,  ttoooo  ppoooorr  ttoo  ssuuppppoorrtt  tthheemm,,  wweerree  wwiilllliinngg  ttoo  ppaarrtt  

wwiitthh  tthheemm  ttoo  ssaavvee  tthheemm  ffrroomm  ssttaarrvvaattiioonn;;  tthheessee  wweerree  aallll  bbrroouugghhtt  uupp  iinn  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  

IIssllaamm..
22
  AA  CChhiinneessee  MMuussaallmmaann,,  ffrroomm  YYuunnnnaann,,  nnaammeedd  SSaayyyyiidd  SSuullaayymmaann,,  wwhhoo  

vviissiitteedd  CCaaiirroo  iinn  11889944  aanndd  wwaass  tthheerree  iinntteerrvviieewweedd  bbyy  tthhee  rreepprreesseennttaattiivvee  ooff  aann  

AArraabbiicc  jjoouurrnnaall,,
33
  ddeeccllaarreedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  aacccceessssiioonnss  ttoo  IIssllaamm  ggaaiinneedd  iinn  tthhiiss  

wwaayy  eevveerryy  yyeeaarr  wwaass  bbeeyyoonndd  ccoouunnttiinngg..  SSiimmiillaarr  tteessttiimmoonnyy  iiss  ggiivveenn  bbyy  MM..  

dd''OOlllloonnee,,  wwhhoo  rreeppoorrttss  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  pprraaccttiiccee  ooff  bbuuyyiinngg  cchhiillddrreenn  iinn  ttiimmeess  ooff  ffaammiinnee  

pprreevvaaiillss  aammoonngg  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ooff  CChhiinnaa  ttoo  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  

ddaayy;;  iinn  tthhee  ssaammee  wwaayy,,  tthheeyy  ppuurrcchhaasseedd  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppaarreennttss  wwhhoo  wweerree  

mmaassssaaccrreedd  bbyy  tthhee  BBooxxeerrss  iinn  11990000,,  aanndd  bbrroouugghhtt  tthheemm  uupp  aass  MMuussaallmmaannss..
44
  

TThhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  iinn  CChhiinnaa  tteenndd  ttoo  lliivvee  ttooggeetthheerr  iinn  sseeppaarraattee  vviillllaaggeess  aanndd  

ttoowwnnss  oorr  ttoo  ffoorrmm  sseeppaarraattee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  qquuaarrtteerrss  iinn  tthhee  ttoowwnnss,,  wwhheerree  tthheeyy  wwiillll  

nnoott  aallllooww  aannyy  ppeerrssoonn  ttoo  ddwweellll  aammoonngg  tthheemm  wwhhoo  ddooeess  nnoott  ggoo  ttoo  tthhee  mmoossqquuee..
55  

TThhoouugghh  tthheeyy  tthhuuss  iinn  ssoommee  mmeeaassuurree  hhoolldd  tthheemmsseellvveess  aappaarrtt,,  tthheeyy  aarree  ccaarreeffuull  ttoo  

aavvooiidd  tthhee  ooppeenn  eexxhhiibbiittiioonn  ooff  aannyy  ssppeecciiaallllyy  ddiissttiinngguuiisshhiinngg  ffeeaattuurreess  ooff  tthhee  

rreelliiggiioouuss  oobbsseerrvvaanncceess  ooff  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh,,  wwhhiicchh  mmaayy  ooffffeenndd  tthheeiirr  nneeiigghhbboouurrss,,  aanndd  tthheeyy  

hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ccaarreeffuull  ttoo  mmaakkee  ccoonncceessssiioonnss  ttoo  tthhee  pprreejjuuddiicceess  ooff  tthheeiirr  CChhiinneessee  ffeellllooww--

ccoouunnttrryymmeenn..  IInn  tthheeiirr  oorrddiinnaarryy  lliiffee  tthheeyy  aarree  ccoommpplleetteellyy  iinn  ttoouucchh  wwiitthh  tthhee  ccuussttoommss  

aanndd  hhaabbiittss  tthhaatt  pprreevvaaiill  aarroouunndd  tthheemm;;  tthheeyy  wweeaarr  tthhee  ppiiggttaaiill  aanndd  tthhee  oorrddiinnaarryy  ddrreessss  

ooff  tthhee  CChhiinneessee,,  aanndd  ppuutt  oonn  aa  ttuurrbbaann,,  aass  aa  rruullee,,  oonnllyy  iinn  tthhee  mmoossqquuee..  TToo  aavvooiidd  

ooffffeennddiinngg  aaggaaiinnsstt  aa  ssuuppeerrssttiittiioouuss  pprreejjuuddiiccee  oonn  tthhee  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  CChhiinneessee,,  tthheeyy  aallssoo  

                                                           
1
 JJ..  BB..  dduu  HHaallddee::  DDeessccrriippttiioonn  ggeeooggrraapphhiiqquuee,,  hhiissttoorriiqquuee,,  cchhrroonnoottooggiiqquuee,,  ppoolliittiiqquuee  eett  pphhyyssiiqquuee  ddee  11''EEmmppiirree  ddee  llaa  

CChhiinnee,,  ttoommee  iiiiii..  pp..  6644..  ((PPaarriiss,,  11773355..)) 
2
 AAnnddeerrssoonn,,  pp..  115511..        CCrroossiieerr,,  ttoommee  iivv..  pp..  550077.. 

3
 TThhaammaarraatt  aall--FFuunnuunn,,  1177tthh  SShhaawwwwāāll,,  pp..  33..    ((BBaayyrrūūtt,,  AA..HH..  11331111..))  

4
 MMiissssiioonn  dd''OOlllloonnee,,  pp..  227799..        RR..  dduu  MM..MM..,,  ttoommee  iixx..  pppp..  557777,,  557788..  

5
 BBrroooommhhaallll,,  pp..  222266..  GGrroossiieerr,,  ttoommee  iivv..  pp..  550088.. 
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rreeffrraaiinn  ffrroomm  bbuuiillddiinngg  ttaallll  mmiinnaarreettss,,  wwhheerreevveerr  tthheeyy  bbuuiilldd  tthheemm  aatt  aallll..
11  

BBuutt  ffoorr  tthhee  

mmoosstt  ppaarrtt,,  tthheeiirr  mmoossqquueess  ccoonnffoorrmm  ttoo  tthhee  CChhiinneessee  ttyyppee  ooff  aarrcchhiitteeccttuurree,,  oofftteenn  wwiitthh  

nnootthhiinngg  ttoo  ddiissttiinngguuiisshh  tthheemm  ffrroomm  aann  oorrddiinnaarryy  tteemmppllee  oorr  ddwweelllliinngg..
22
  EEvveerryy  mmoossqquuee  

iiss  oobblliiggeedd  bbyy  llaaww  ttoo  hhaavvee  aa  ttaabblleett  ttoo  tthhee  eemmppeerroorr,,  wwiitthh  tthhee  iinnssccrriippttiioonn  oonn  iitt,,  ""  TThhee  

eemmppeerroorr,,  tthhee  iimmmmoorrttaall,,  mmaayy  hhee  lliivvee  ffoorr  eevveerr,,""  aanndd  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  pprroossttrraattee  

tthheemmsseellvveess  bbeeffoorree  iitt  iinn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  rreegguullaarr  CChhiinneessee  ccuussttoomm,,  tthhoouugghh  wwiitthh  

vvaarriioouuss  eexxppeeddiieennttss  ttoo  ssaattiissffyy  tthheeiirr  ccoonnsscciieenncceess  aanndd  aavvooiidd  tthhee  iimmppuuttaattiioonn  ooff  

iiddoollaattrryy..
33
  EEvveenn  iinn  CChhiinneessee  TTaarrttaarryy,,  wwhheerree  tthhee  ssppeecciiaall  pprriivviilleeggee  iiss  aalllloowweedd  ttoo  tthhee  

MMuussaallmmaann  ssoollddiieerrss,,  ooff  rreemmaaiinniinngg  uunnmmiixxeedd,,  aanndd  ooff  ffoorrmmiinngg  aa  sseeppaarraattee  bbooddyy,,  tthhee  

hhiigghheerr  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ooffffiicciiaallss  wweeaarr  tthhee  ddrreessss  pprreessccrriibbeedd  ttoo  tthheeiirr  rraannkk,,  lloonngg  

mmoouussttaacchheess  aanndd  tthhee  ppiiggttaaiill,,  aanndd  oonn  hhoolliiddaayyss  tthheeyy  ppeerrffoorrmm  tthhee  uussuuaall  hhoommaaggee  

ddeemmaannddeedd  ffrroomm  ooffffiicciiaallss,,  ttoo  aa  ppoorrttrraaiitt  ooff  tthhee  eemmppeerroorr,,  bbyy  ttoouucchhiinngg  tthhee  ggrroouunndd  

tthhrreeee  ttiimmeess  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  ffoorreehheeaadd..
44  

SSiimmiillaarrllyy  aallll  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  mmaannddaarriinnss  aanndd  

ootthheerr  ooffffiicciiaallss  iinn  ootthheerr  pprroovviinncceess  ppeerrffoorrmm  tthhee  rriitteess  pprreessccrriibbeedd  ttoo  tthheeiirr  ooffffiicciiaall  

ppoossiittiioonn,,  iinn  tthhee  tteemmpplleess  ooff  CCoonnffuucciiuuss  oonn  ffeessttiivvaall  ddaayyss;;  iinn  ffaacctt  eevveerryy  pprreeccaauuttiioonn  iiss  

ttaakkeenn  bbyy  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  ttoo  pprreevveenntt  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh  ffrroomm  aappppeeaarriinngg  ttoo  bbee  iinn  ooppppoossiittiioonn  ttoo  

tthhee  ssttaattee  rreelliiggiioonn,,  aanndd  hheerreebbyy  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  iinn  aavvooiiddiinngg  tthhee  ooddiiuumm  wwiitthh  

wwhhiicchh  tthhee  aaddhheerreennttss  ooff  ffoorreeiiggnn  rreelliiggiioonnss,,  ssuucchh  aass  JJuuddaaiissmm  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  aarree  

rreeggaarrddeedd..  TThheeyy  eevveenn  rreepprreesseenntt  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  ttoo  tthheeiirr  CChhiinneessee  ffeellllooww--ccoouunnttrryymmeenn  

aass  bbeeiinngg  iinn  aaggrreeeemmeenntt  wwiitthh  tthhee  tteeaacchhiinnggss  ooff  CCoonnffuucciiuuss,,  wwiitthh  oonnllyy  tthhiiss  ddiiffffeerreennccee,,  

tthhaatt  tthheeyy  ffoollllooww  tthhee  ttrraaddiittiioonnss  ooff  tthheeiirr  aanncceessttoorrss  wwiitthh  rreeggaarrdd  ttoo  mmaarrrriiaaggeess,,  

ffuunneerraallss,,  tthhee  pprroohhiibbiittiioonn  ooff  ppoorrkk,,  wwiinnee,,  ttoobbaaccccoo,,  aanndd  ggaammeess  ooff  cchhaannccee,,  aanndd  tthhee  

wwaasshhiinngg  ooff  tthhee  hhaannddss  bbeeffoorree  mmeeaallss..
55
  SSiimmiillaarrllyy  tthhee  wwrriittiinnggss  ooff  tthhee  CChhiinneessee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ttrreeaatt  tthhee  wwoorrkkss  ooff  CCoonnffuucciiuuss  aanndd  ootthheerr  CChhiinneessee  ccllaassssiiccss  wwiitthh  

ggrreeaatt  rreessppeecctt,,  aanndd  wwhheerree  ppoossssiibbllee,,  ppooiinntt  oouutt  tthhee  hhaarrmmoonnyy  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  tteeaacchhiinnggss  

ccoonnttaaiinneedd  tthheerreeiinn  aanndd  tthhee  ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  IIssllaamm
66
  

  TThhee  CChhiinneessee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt,,  iinn  iittss  ttuurrnn,,  hhaass  aallwwaayyss  ggiivveenn  ttoo  iittss  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ssuubbjjeeccttss  ((eexxcceepptt  wwhheenn  iinn  rreevvoolltt))  tthhee  ssaammee  pprriivviilleeggeess  aanndd  

aaddvvaannttaaggeess  aass  aarree  eennjjooyyeedd  bbyy  tthhee  rreesstt  ooff  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn..  NNoo  ooffffiiccee  ooff  ssttaattee  iiss  

cclloosseedd  ttoo  tthheemm;;  aanndd  aass  ggoovveerrnnoorrss  ooff  pprroovviinncceess,,  ggeenneerraallss,,  mmaaggiissttrraatteess  aanndd  

mmiinniisstteerrss  ooff  ssttaattee  tthheeyy  eennjjooyy  tthhee  ccoonnffiiddeennccee  aanndd  rreessppeecctt  bbootthh  ooff  tthhee  rruulleerrss  aanndd  

tthhee  ppeeooppllee..  NNoott  oonnllyy  ddoo  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  nnaammeess  aappppeeaarr  iinn  tthhee  CChhiinneessee  aarrmm;;  IIss  aass  

tthhoossee  ooff  ffaammoouuss  ooffffiicceerrss  ooff  ssttaattee,,  wwhheetthheerr  mmiilliittaarryy  oorr  cciivviill,,  bbuutt  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  aallssoo  

ddiissttiinngguuiisshheedd  tthheemmsseellvveess  iinn  tthhee  mmeecchhaanniiccaall  aarrttss  aanndd  iinn  sscciieenncceess  ssuucchh  aass  

mmaatthheemmaattiiccss  aanndd  aassttrroonnoommyy..
77
  

TThhee  CChhiinneessee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  aarree  aallssoo  ssaaiidd  ttoo  bbee  kkeeeenn  mmeenn  ooff  bbuussiinneessss  aanndd  

ssuucccceessssffuull  ttrraaddeerrss;;  tthheeyy  mmoonnooppoolliissee  tthhee  bbeeeeff  ttrraaddee  aanndd  ccaarrrryy  oonn  ootthheerr  ttrraaddeess  wwiitthh  
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ggrreeaatt  ssuucccceessss..
11
  TThheeyy  aarree  tthhuuss  iinn  ttoouucchh  wwiitthh  eevveerryy  sseeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  nnaattiioonnaall  lliiffee  aanndd  

hhaavvee  eevveerryy  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ffoorr  ccaarrrryyiinngg  oonn  aa  pprrooppaaggaannddaa,,  bbuutt  tthhee  ffeeww  CChhrriissttiiaann  

mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  ccoonncceerrnneedd  tthheemmsseellvveess  wwiitthh  tthhiiss  mmaatttteerr  aarree  ooff  ooppiinniioonn  tthhaatt  

tthheeyy  aarree  nnoott  aanniimmaatteedd  wwiitthh  aannyy  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr  pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  zzeeaall..
22
  SSttiillll,,  mmaannyy  rreecceenntt  

ccoonnvveerrttss  aarree  ttoo  bbee  mmeett  wwiitthh,,  aanndd  tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  aa  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  CChhiinneessee  MMuusslliimmss  

ccaann  cciittee  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  tthhee  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr  aanncceessttoorr  wwhhoo  ffiirrsstt  eemmbbrraacceedd  IIssllaamm  ppooiinnttss  ttoo  aa  

ccoonnttiinnuuoouuss  pprroocceessss  ooff  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn..
33
  AAppppaarreennttllyy  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  aarree  nnoott  aalllloowweedd  ttoo  

pprreeaacchh  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh  iinn  tthhee  ssttrreeeettss,,  aass  PPrrootteessttaanntt  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  ddoo,,
44  

bbuutt  ((aass  wwee  hhaavvee  

sseeeenn  aabboovvee))
55
  tthheeyy  ddoo  nnoott  ffaaiill  ttoo  mmaakkee  uussee  ooff  ssuucchh  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  aass  pprreesseenntt  

tthheemmsseellvveess  ffoorr  aaddddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  tthheeiirr  sseecctt..  OOnnee  ooff  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioouuss  tteexxtt--

bbooookkss,,  ""  AA  GGuuiiddee  ttoo  tthhee  RRiitteess  ooff  tthhee  TTrruuee  RReelliiggiioonn  ""  ((ppuubblliisshheedd  iinn  CCaannttoonn  iinn  

11666688)),,  ccoommmmeennddss  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ooff  pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  aanndd  mmaakkeess  rreeffeerreennccee  ttoo  ssuucchh  aass  mmaayy  

hhaavvee  rreecceennttllyy  bbeeccoommee  ccoonnvveerrttss  ffrroomm  aammoonngg  tthhee  hheeaatthheenn..
66
  TThhee  ffuunnddaammeennttaall  

ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  IIssllaamm  aarree  ttaauugghhtt  ttoo  tthhee  nneeww  ccoonnvveerrttss  bbyy  mmeeaannss  ooff  mmeettrriiccaall  pprriimmeerrss,,
77
  

aanndd  ttoo  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  bbooookkss  ooff  tthhee  CChhiinneessee  MMuusslliimmss,,  SSaayyyyiidd  

SSuullaayymmaann  aattttrriibbuutteess  mmaannyy  ooff  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss  mmaaddee  iinn  rreecceenntt  yyeeaarrss..
88
  TThhee  MMuusslliimm  

MMuusslliimm  sseemmiinnaarryy  aatt  HHoocchhooww  iinn  KKaannssuu  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  ttrraaiinn  tthheeoollooggiiccaall  ssttuuddeennttss  wwhhoo  

rreettuurrnn  ttoo  tthheeiirr  sseevveerraall  pprroovviinncceess,,  aatt  tthhee  ccoommpplleettiioonn  ooff  tthheeiirr  ssttuuddiieess,,  ttoo  

pprroommuullggaattee  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh  tthheerree,,
99
  aanndd  iinn  uuppwwaarrddss  ooff  tteenn  pprroovviinncceess  cceennttrreess  aarree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  

hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ssttaarrtteedd  wwhheerree  mmuullllaass  aarree  ttoo  bbee  ttrraaiinneedd  ffoorr  MMuusslliimm  pprrooppaaggaannddaa..
1100

  

MMiilliittaarryy  ooffffiicceerrss  ccoonnvveerrtt  mmaannyy  ooff  tthhee  ssoollddiieerrss  sseerrvviinngg  uunnddeerr  tthheemm,,  ttoo  IIssllaamm,,  aanndd  

MMuusslliimm  mmaannddaarriinnss  ttaakkee  aaddvvaannttaaggee  ooff  tthhee  aauutthhoorriittyy  tthheeyy  eennjjooyy,,  ttoo  wwiinn  ccoonnvveerrttss,,  

bbuutt  aass  tthheeyy  aarree  ffrreeqquueennttllyy  ttrraannssffeerrrreedd  ffrroomm  oonnee  ppllaaccee  ttoo  aannootthheerr,,  tthheeyy  aarree  nnoott  

aabbllee  ttoo  eexxeerrcciissee  ssoo  mmuucchh  iinnfflluueennccee  aass  MMuusslliimm  mmiilliittaarryy  ooffffiicceerrss..
1111

  CCoonnvveerrssiioonnss  

mmaayy  aallssoo  ooccccaassiioonnaallllyy  ooccccuurr,,  wwhhiicchh  aarree  nnoott  tthhee  rreessuulltt  ooff  aa  ddiirreecctt  pprrooppaaggaannddiisstt  

aappppeeaall,,  ee..  gg..  aa  TTuurrkkiisshh  ttrraavveelllleerr  wwhhoo  vviissiitteedd  PPeekkiinngg  iinn  11889955  rreeppoorrtteedd  tthhaatt  hhee  

ffoouunndd  tthhiirrttyy  mmoossqquueess  tthheerree,,  aammoonngg  tthheemm  oonnee  tthhaatt  hhaadd  oorriiggiinnaallllyy  bbeeeenn  aa  tteemmppllee;;  

tthhiiss  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  tthhee  ffaammiillyy  tteemmppllee  ooff  aa  wweeaalltthhyy  CChhiinnaammaann,,  wwhhoossee  lliiffee  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  

ssaavveedd  dduurriinngg  tthhee  BBooxxeerr  iinnssuurrrreeccttiioonn  bbyy  tthhee  MMuuffttii  WWaa--AAhhoonnaadd  ((''AAbbdd  aall--

RRaahhmmaann));;  aass  aa  ttookkeenn  ooff  hhiiss  ggrraattiittuuddee,,  hhee  eemmbbrraacceedd  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  hhiiss  ddeelliivveerreerr..
1122

  

  TTuurrkkiisshh  aanndd  ootthheerr  MMuusslliimm  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  hhaavvee  iinn  rreecceenntt  yyeeaarrss  bbeeeenn  

vviissiittiinngg  CChhiinnaa  aanndd  eennddeeaavvoouurriinngg  ttoo  ssttiirr  uupp  aammoonngg  tthhee  CChhiinneessee  MMuusslliimmss  aa  mmoorree  

tthhoorroouugghh  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  ttoo  aawwaakkeenn  tthheeiirr  zzeeaall,,  bbuutt  tthheeiirr  eeffffoorrttss  

                                                           
1
 BBrroooommhhaallll,,  pp..  222244.. 

2
 DDuu  HHaallddee,,  lloocc..  cciitt..  BBrroooommhhaallll,,  pp..  228822..  

3
 MMiissssiioonn  dd''OOlllloonnee,,  pppp..  221100,,  443311.. 

4
 BBrroooommhhaallll,,  pppp..  227744,,  228822.. 

5
 pp..  330077.. 

6
 BBrroooommhhaallll,,  pppp..  223311--22.. 

7
 WW..  JJ..  SSmmiitthh,,  pp..  117755..  MMiissssiioonn  dd''OOlllloonnee,,  pp..  440077  ssqqqq.. 

8
 TThhaammaarrāātt  aall--FFuunnūūnn,,  lloocc..  cciitt.. 

9
 BBrroooommhhaallll,,  pp..  224400.. 

10
 TThhee  MMiissssiioonnaarryy  RReevviieeww  ooff  tthhee  WWoorrlldd,,  vvooll..  xxxxvv..  pp..  778866  ((11991122)).. 

11
 MMiissssiioonn  dd''OOlllloonnee,,  pp..  443311.. 

12
 RR..  dduu  MM..  MM..,,  iiiiii..  pp..  112244  ((11990077)).. 
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sseeeemm  ssoo  ffaarr  ttoo  hhaavvee  bboorrnnee  bbuutt  lliittttllee  ffrruuiitt..
11
  

IInn  11886677  aa  RRuussssiiaann  wwrriitteerr,,
22
  iinn  aa  rreemmaarrkkaabbllee  wwoorrkk  oonn  IIssllaamm  iinn  CChhiinnaa,,  

eexxpprreesssseedd  tthhee  ooppiinniioonn  tthhaatt  iitt  wwaass  ddeessttiinneedd  ttoo  bbeeccoommee  tthhee  nnaattiioonnaall  ffaaiitthh  ooff  tthhee  

CChhiinneessee  eemmppiirree  aanndd  tthheerreebbyy  eennttiirreellyy  cchhaannggee  tthhee  ppoolliittiiccaall  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  

EEaasstteerrnn  wwoorrlldd..  NNeeaarrllyy  hhaallff  aa  cceennttuurryy  hhaass  eellaappsseedd  ssiinnccee  tthhiiss  nnoottee  ooff  aallaarrmm  wwaass  

ssoouunnddeedd,,  bbuutt  nnootthhiinngg  hhaass  ooccccuurrrreedd  ssiinnccee  ttoo  vveerriiffyy  tthheessee  pprrooggnnoossttiiccaattiioonnss..  OOnn  tthhee  

ccoonnttrraarryy,,  iitt  wwoouulldd  aappppeeaarr  tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  hhaass  bbeeeenn  lloossiinngg  rraatthheerr  tthhaann  ggaaiinniinngg  ggrroouunndd  

dduurriinngg  tthhee  llaasstt  cceennttuurryy,,  ssiinnccee  tthhee  wwhhoolleessaallee  mmaassssaaccrreess  tthhaatt  aaccccoommppaanniieedd  tthhee  

ssuupppprreessssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  PPaanntthhaayy  rriissiinnggss  iinn  YYuunnnnaann  ffrroomm  11885555  ttoo  11887733  aanndd  tthhee  TTuunnggaann  

rreebbeelllliioonn  iinn  SShheenn--ssii  aanndd  KKaann--ssuu  iinn  11886644--11887777  aanndd  11889955--11889966,,rreedduucceedd  tthhee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn  bbyy  mmiilllliioonnss..
33
  TThhee  eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  nneeww  RReeppuubblliicc  

hhaass  ggiivveenn  ttoo  tthhee  CChhiinneessee  MMuusslliimmss  aa  ffrreeeeddoomm  ooff  aaccttiivviittyy  uunnkknnoowwnn  uunnddeerr  aannyy  

pprreecceeddiinngg  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt,,  bbuutt  iitt  iiss  ttoooo  eeaarrllyy  yyeett  ttoo  ddiissccoovveerr  hhooww  ffaarr  tthheeyy  aarree  lliikkeellyy  

ttoo  aavvaaiill  tthheemmsseellvveess  ooff  tthhee  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  ooffffeerreedd  bbyy  tthhee  aalltteerreedd  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  ooff  lliiffee..  

TThhee  pprroosseellyyttiissmm  tthhaatt  ssttiillll  ggooeess  oonn,,  rreessttrriicctteedd  aass  iittss  sspphheerree  mmaayy  bbee,,  iinnddiiccaatteess  aa  ssttiillll  

cchheerriisshheedd  hhooppee  ooff  eexxppaannssiioonn..  TThhoouugghh  ffoouurr  cceennttuurriieess  hhaavvee  eellaappsseedd  ssiinnccee  aa  

MMuusslliimm  ttrraavveelllleerr
44
  iinn  CChhiinnaa  ccoouulldd  ddiissccuussss  tthhee  ppoossssiibbiilliittyy  ooff  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

eemmppeerroorr  bbeeiinngg  ffoolllloowweedd  bbyy  tthhaatt  ooff  hhiiss  ssuubbjjeeccttss,,  iitt  wwaass  ssttiillll  ppoossssiibbllee  ffoorr  aa  CChhiinneessee  

MMuusslliimm  ooff  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ggeenneerraattiioonn  ttoo  ssttaattee  tthhaatt  hhiiss  ccoo--rreelliiggiioonniissttss  iinn  tthhaatt  ccoouunnttrryy  

llooookkeedd  ffoorrwwaarrdd  wwiitthh  ccoonnffiiddeennccee  ttoo  tthhee  ddaayy  wwhheenn  IIssllaamm  wwoouulldd  bbee  ttrriiuummpphhaanntt  

tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  lleennggtthh  aanndd  bbrreeaaddtthh  ooff  tthhee  CChhiinneessee  eemmppiirree..
55
  

                                                           
1
 BBrroooommhhaallll  pppp..  224422,,  228866,,  229922  ssqqqq.. 

2
 VVaassiill''eevv,,  pppp..  33,,  55,,  1144,,  1177..  

3
 FFoorr  aa  lloonnggeerr  lliisstt  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  iinnssuurrrreeccttiioonnss,,  sseeee  MMiissssiioonn  dd’’OOlllloonnee,,  PP..  443366 

4
 SSaayyyyiidd  ''AAllīī  AAkkbbaarr  ::  KKhhiittāāyy  NNāāmmaahh,,  pp..  8833..  ""  IIff  tthhee  eemmppeerroorr  ooff  CChhiinnaa  eemmbbrraacceess  IIssllaamm,,  hhiiss  ssuubbjjeeccttss  mmuusstt  

iinneevviittaabbllyy  bbeeccoommee  MMuusslliimmss  ttoooo,,  bbeeccaauussee  tthheeyy  aallll  wwoorrsshhiipp  hhiimm  ttoo  ssuucchh  aann  eexxtteenntt  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  aacccceepptt  wwhhaatteevveerr  hhee  

ssaayyss,,  aanndd  wwhheenn  tthhaatt  lliigghhtt  ccoommiinngg  ffrroomm  tthhee  WWeesstt  ggrroowwss  iinn  ssttrreennggtthh,,  tthhee  uunnbbeelliieevveerrss  ooff  tthhee  EEaasstt  wwiillll  ccoommee  fflloocckkiinngg  

iinnttoo  IIssllaamm  wwiitthhoouutt  sshhoowwiinngg  aannyy  ccoonntteennttiioonn,,  bbeeccaauussee  tthheeyy  aarree  ffrreeee  ffrroomm  aallll  ffaannaattiicciissmm  iinn  mmaatttteerrss  ooff  rreelliiggiioonn''  
5
 TThhaammaarrāātt  aall--FFuunnūūnn,,  2266tthh  SShhaawwwwaall,,  pp..  33..  ((AA..HH..  11331111..))  
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CCHHAAPPTTEERR  XXII  

  

TTHHEE  SSPPRREEAADD  OOFF  IISSLLAAMM    IINN  AAFFRRIICCAA..  

    

TTHHEE  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  AAffrriiccaa,,  ccoovveerriinngg  aass  iitt  ddooeess  aa  ppeerriioodd  ooff  wweellll--nniigghh  

tthhiirrtteeeenn  cceennttuurriieess  aanndd  eemmbbrraacciinngg  ttwwoo--tthhiirrddss  ooff  tthhiiss  vvaasstt  ccoonnttiinneenntt,,  wwiitthh  iittss  

nnuummeerroouuss  aanndd  ddiivveerrssee  ttrriibbeess  aanndd  rraacceess,,  pprreesseennttss  eessppeecciiaall  ddiiffffiiccuullttiieess  iinn  tthhee  wwaayy  

ooff  ssyysstteemmaattiicc  ttrreeaattmmeenntt,,  aass  iitt  iiss  iimmppoossssiibbllee  ttoo  ggiivvee  aa  ssiimmuullttaanneeoouuss  aaccccoouunntt  iinn  

cchhrroonnoollooggiiccaall  oorrddeerr  ooff  tthhee  sspprreeaadd  ooff  tthhiiss  ffaaiitthh  iinn  aallll  tthhee  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ppaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  

ccoonnttiinneenntt..  IIttss  rreellaattiioonnss  ttoo  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  CChhuurrcchheess  ooff  EEggyypptt  aanndd  tthhee  rreesstt  ooff  NNoorrtthh  

AAffrriiccaa,,  ooff  NNuubbiiaa  aanndd  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa  hhaavvee  aallrreeaaddyy  bbeeeenn  ddeeaalltt  wwiitthh  iinn  aa  ffoorrmmeerr  cchhaapptteerr;;  

iinn  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  cchhaapptteerr  iitt  iiss  pprrooppoosseedd  ttoo  ttrraaccee  iittss  pprrooggrreessss  ffiirrsstt  aammoonngg  tthhee  hheeaatthheenn  

ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  NNoorrtthh  AAffrriiccaa,,  tthheenn  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  SSuuddaann  aanndd  aalloonngg  tthhee  WWeesstt  ccooaasstt,,  

aanndd  llaassttllyy  aalloonngg  tthhee  EEaasstt  ccooaasstt  aanndd  iinn  CCaappee  CCoolloonnyy..
11
  

  TThhee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  wwee  ppoosssseessss  ooff  tthhee  sspprreeaadd  ooff  IIssllaamm  aammoonngg  tthhee  hheeaatthheenn  

ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  NNoorrtthh  AAffrriiccaa  iiss  hhaarrddllyy  lleessss  mmeeaaggrree  tthhaann  tthhee  ffeeww  ffaaccttss  rreeccoorrddeedd  

aabboovvee  rreeggaarrddiinngg  tthhee  ddiissaappppeeaarraannccee  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  CChhuurrcchh..  TThhee  BBeerrbbeerrss  ooffffeerreedd  

aa  vviiggoorroouuss  rreessiissttaannccee  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooggrreessss  ooff  tthhee  AArraabb  aarrmmss,,  aanndd  ffoorrccee  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  

hhaadd  mmoorree  iinnfflluueennccee  tthhaann  ppeerrssuuaassiioonn  iinn  tthheeiirr  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn..  WWhheenneevveerr  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  

pprreesseenntteedd  iittsseellff,,  tthheeyy  rreebbeelllleedd  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  aass  wweellll  aass  tthhee  rruullee  ooff  tthheeiirr  

ccoonnqquueerroorrss,,  aanndd  AArraabb  hhiissttoorriiaannss  ddeeccllaarree  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  aappoossttaassiisseedd  aass  mmaannyy  aass  ttwweellvvee  

ttiimmeess..
2222

  IInn  tthhee  aannnnaallss  ooff  tthhee  lloonngg  ssttrruuggggllee  aa  ffeeww  ssccaannttyy  rreeffeerreenncceess  ttoo  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss  

aarree  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd..  TThheessee  wwoouulldd  aappppeeaarr  ssoommeettiimmeess  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  pprroommpptteedd  bbyy  tthhee  

rreeccooggnniittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  ffuurrtthheerr  rreessiissttaannccee  ttoo  tthhee  AArraabb  aarrmmss  wwaass  uusseelleessss..  

WWhheenn  iinn  770033  tthhee  BBeerrbbeerrss  mmaaddee  tthheeiirr  llaasstt  ssttaanndd  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  iinnvvaaddeerrss,,  tthheeiirr  iinnttrreeppiidd  

lleeaaddeerr  aanndd  pprroopphheetteessss,,  aall--KKaahhiinnaahh,,
33
  ffoorreesseeeeiinngg  tthhaatt  tthhee  ffoorrttuunnee  ooff  bbaattttllee  wwaass  ttoo  

ttuurrnn  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthheemm,,  sseenntt  hheerr  ssoonnss  iinnttoo  tthhee  ccaammpp  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ggeenneerraall  wwiitthh  

iinnssttrruuccttiioonnss  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  wweerree  ttoo  eemmbbrraaccee  IIssllaamm  aanndd  mmaakkee  ccoommmmoonn  ccaauussee  wwiitthh  tthhee  

eenneemmyy;;  sshhee  hheerrsseellff  eelleecctteedd  ttoo  ffaallll  ffiigghhttiinngg  wwiitthh  hheerr  ccoouunnttrryymmeenn  iinn  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  

bbaattttllee  tthhaatt  ccrruusshheedd  tthhee  ppoolliittiiccaall  ppoowweerr  ooff  tthhee  BBeerrbbeerrss  aanndd  ggaavvee  NNoorrtthheerrnn  AAffrriiccaa  

iinnttoo  tthhee  hhaannddss  ooff  tthhee  AArraabbss..  PPeeaaccee  wwaass  mmaaddee  oonn  ccoonnddiittiioonn  tthhaatt  tthhee  BBeerrbbeerrss  

wwoouulldd  ffuurrnniisshh  1122,,000000  ccoommbbaattaannttss  ttoo  tthhee  rraannkkss  ooff  tthhee  AArraabb  ttrrooooppss,,  aanndd  ooff  tthheessee  

mmeenn  ttwwoo  aarrmmyy--ccoorrppss  wweerree  ffoorrmmeedd,,  eeaacchh  ooff  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  ppllaacceedd  uunnddeerr  tthhee  

ccoommmmaanndd  ooff  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ssoonnss  ooff  aall--KKāāhhiinnaahh
44
..
  
BByy  tthhiiss  ddeevviiccee  ooff  eennlliissttiinngg  tthhee  

BBeerrbbeerrss  iinn  tthheeiirr  aarrmmiieess,,  tthhee  AArraabb  ggeenneerraallss  hhooppeedd  ttoo  wwiinn  tthheemm  ttoo  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  

rreelliiggiioonn  bbyy  tthhee  hhooppee  ooff  bboooottyy..  

  TThhee  aarrmmyy  ooff  sseevveenn  tthhoouussaanndd  BBeerrbbeerrss  tthhaatt  ssaaiilleedd  ffrroomm  AAffrriiccaa  iinn  771111  uunnddeerr  

tthhee  ccoommmmaanndd  ooff  ṬṬ āārriiqq  ((hhiimmsseellff  aa  BBeerrbbeerr))  ttoo  tthhee  ccoonnqquueesstt  ooff  SSppaaiinn,,  wwaass  

ccoommppoosseedd  ooff  rreecceenntt  ccoonnvveerrttss  ttoo  IIssllaamm,,  aanndd  tthheeiirr  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  iiss  eexxpprreessssllyy  ssaaiidd  ttoo  
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 AAnn  eexxcceelllleenntt  mmaapp  ooff  tthhee  eexxtteenntt  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  AAffrriiccaa  iiss  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  iinn  TThhee  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  RReevviieeww  ooff  MMiissssiioonnss,,""  vvooll..  
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hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ssiinncceerree::  lleeaarrnneedd  AArraabbss  aanndd  tthheeoollooggiiaannss  wweerree  aappppooiinntteedd,,  ""  ttoo  rreeaadd  aanndd  

eexxppllaaiinn  ttoo  tthheemm  tthhee  ssaaccrreedd  wwoorrddss  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''āānn,,  aanndd  iinnssttrruucctt  tthheemm  iinn  aallll  aanndd  

eevveerryy  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  dduuttiieess  eennjjooiinneedd  bbyy  tthheeiirr  nneeww  rreelliiggiioonn..""
11
    MMūūssặặ,,  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  ccoonn--

qquueerroorr  ooff  AAffrriiccaa,,  sshhoowweedd  hhiiss  zzeeaall  ffoorr  tthhee  pprrooggrreessss  ooff  IIssllaamm  bbyy  ddeevvoottiinngg  tthhee  llaarrggee  

ssuummss  ooff  mmoonneeyy  ggrraanntteedd  hhiimm  bbyy  tthhee  ccaalliipphh  ''''AAbbdd  aall--MMaalliikk  ttoo  tthhee  ppuurrcchhaassee  ooff  ssuucchh  

ccaappttiivveess  aass  ggaavvee  pprroommiissee  ooff  sshhoowwiinngg  tthheemmsseellvveess  wwoorrtthhyy  cchhiillddrreenn  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ::  ""  

ffoorr  wwhheenneevveerr  aafftteerr  aa  vviiccttoorryy  tthheerree  wwaass  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ssllaavveess  ppuutt  uupp  ffoorr  ssaallee,,  hhee  

uusseedd  ttoo  bbuuyy  aallll  tthhoossee  wwhhoomm  hhee  tthhoouugghhtt  wwoouulldd  wwiilllliinnggllyy  eemmbbrraaccee  IIssllaamm,,  wwhhoo  

wweerree  ooff  nnoobbllee  oorriiggiinn,,  aanndd  wwhhoo  llooookkeedd,,  bbeessiiddeess,,  aass  iiff  tthheeyy  wweerree  aaccttiivvee  yyoouunngg  

mmeenn..  TToo  tthheessee  hhee  ffiirrsstt  pprrooppoosseedd  tthhee  eemmbbrraacciinngg  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  aanndd  iiff,,  aafftteerr  cclleeaannssiinngg  

tthheeiirr  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  aanndd  mmaakkiinngg  tthheemm  ffiitt  ttoo  rreecceeiivvee  iittss  ssuubblliimmee  ttrruutthhss,,  tthheeyy  wweerree  

ccoonnvveerrtteedd  ttoo  tthhee  bbeesstt  ooff  rreelliiggiioonnss,,  aanndd  tthheeiirr  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  wwaass  aa  ssiinncceerree  oonnee,,  hhee  

tthheenn  wwoouulldd,,  bbyy  wwaayy  ooff  ppuuttttiinngg  tthheeiirr  aabbiilliittiieess  ttoo  ttrriiaall,,  eemmppllooyy  tthheemm..  IIff  tthheeyy  

eevviinncceedd  ggoooodd  ddiissppoossiittiioonn  aanndd  ttaalleennttss  hhee  wwoouulldd  iinnssttaannttllyy  ggrraanntt  tthheemm  lliibbeerrttyy  

aappppooiinntt  tthheemm  ttoo  hhiigghh  ccoommmmaannddss  iinn  hhiiss  aarrmmyy,,  aanndd  pprroommoottee  tthheemm  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  

tthheeiirr  mmeerriittss;;  iiff,,  oonn  tthhee  ccoonnttrraarryy,,  tthheeyy  sshhoowweedd  nnoo  aappttiittuuddee  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  aappppooiinnttmmeennttss,,  

hhee  wwoouulldd  sseenndd  tthheemm  bbaacckk  ttoo  tthhee  ccoommmmoonn  ddeepp??tt  ooff  ccaappttiivveess  bbeelloonnggiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  

aarrmmyy,,  ttoo  bbee  aaggaaiinn  ddiissppoosseedd  ooff  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  ggeenneerraall  ccuussttoomm  ooff  ddrraawwiinngg  oouutt  

tthhee  ssppooiill  bbyy  aarrrroowwss..""
22
  

  HHooww  ssuuppeerrffiicciiaall  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  BBeerrbbeerrss  wwaass  mmaayy  bbee  jjuuddggeedd  ffrroomm  

tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  wwhheenn  tthhee  ppiioouuss  ''UUmmaarr  bb..  ''AAbbdd  aall--''AAzzīīzz  iinn  AA..HH..  110000  ((AA..DD..  771188))  

aappppooiinntteedd  IIssmmāā''īīll  bb..  ''AAbbdd  AAllllāāhh  ggoovveerrnnoorr  ooff  NNoorrtthh  AAffrriiccaa,,  tteenn  lleeaarrnneedd  

tthheeoollooggiiaannss  wweerree  sseenntt  wwiitthh  hhiimm  ttoo  iinnssttrruucctt  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  BBeerrbbeerrss  iinn  tthhee  oorrddiinnaanncceess  

ooff  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh,,  ssiinnccee  uupp  ttoo  tthhaatt  ttiimmee  tthheeyy  ddoo  nnoott  sseeeemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  rreeccooggnniisseedd  tthhaatt  tthheeiirr  

nneeww  rreelliiggiioonn  ffoorrbbaaddee  ttoo  tthheemm  iinndduullggeennccee  iinn  wwiinnee..  TThhee  nneeww  ggoovveerrnnoorr  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  

hhaavvee  sshhoowwnn  ggrreeaatt  zzeeaall  iinn  iinnvviittiinngg  tthhee  BBeerrbbeerrss  ttoo  aacccceepptt  IIssllaamm,,  bbuutt  tthhee  ssttaatteemmeenntt  

tthhaatt  hhiiss  eeffffoorrttss  wweerree  ccrroowwnneedd  wwiitthh  ssuucchh  ssuucccceessss  tthhaatt  nnoott  aa  ssiinnggllee  BBeerrbbeerr  

rreemmaaiinneedd  uunnccoonnvveerrtteedd  iiss  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  nnoott  ccoorrrreecctt..
33
  FFoorr  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  BBeerrbbeerrss  

wwaass  uunnddoouubbtteeddllyy  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ooff  sseevveerraall  cceennttuurriieess;;  eevveenn  ttoo  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddaayy  tthheeyy  

rreettaaiinn  mmaannyy  ooff  tthheeiirr  pprriimmiittiivvee  iinnssttiittuuttiioonnss  wwhhiicchh  aarree  iinn  ooppppoossiittiioonn  ttoo  MMuusslliimm  

llaaww..
44
  IIssllaamm  ttooookk  nnoo  ffiirrmm  rroooott  aammoonngg  tthheemm  uunnttiill  iitt  aassssuummeedd  tthhee  ffoorrmm  ooff  aa  nnaattiioonnaall  

mmoovveemmeenntt  aanndd  bbeeccaammee  ccoonnnneecctteedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt  ooff  nnaattiivvee  ddyynnaassttiieess,,  

uunnddeerr  wwhhiicchh  mmaannyy  BBeerrbbeerrss  ccaammee  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  ppaallee  ooff  IIssllaamm  wwhhoo  bbeeffoorree  hhaadd  llooookkeedd  

uuppoonn  tthhee  aacccceeppttaannccee  ooff  tthhiiss  ffaaiitthh  aass  aa  ssiiggnn  ooff  lloossss  ooff  ppoolliittiiccaall  iinnddeeppeennddeennccee..  OOff  

tthheessee  vvaarriioouuss  cchhaannggeess  ooff  ppoolliittiiccaall  ccoonnddiittiioonn  iitt  iiss  nnoott  tthhee  ppllaaccee  ttoo  ssppeeaakk  hheerree,,  bbuutt  

iinn  aa  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  MMuusslliimm  pprrooppaaggaannddaa  tthhee  rriissee  ooff  tthhee  AAllmmoorraavviiddss  ddeesseerrvveess  ssppeecciiaall  

mmeennttiioonn  aass  aa  ggrreeaatt  nnaattiioonnaall  mmoovveemmeenntt  tthhaatt  aattttrraacctteedd  aa  ggrreeaatt  mmaannyy  ooff  tthhee  BBeerrbbeerr  

ttrriibbeess  ttoo  jjooiinn  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ccoommmmuunniittyy..  IInn  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  eelleevveenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  

YYaaḥḥ yyặặ  bb..  IIbbrrāāhhīīmm,,  aa  cchhiieeff  ooff  tthhee  ṢṢ aannhhāājjaa,,  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  BBeerrbbeerr  ttrriibbeess  ooff  tthhee  
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SSaahhaarraa,,  oonn  hhiiss  rreettuurrnn  ffrroomm  aa  ppiillggrriimmaaggee  ttoo  MMeeccccaa,,  ssoouugghhtt  iinn  tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  cceennttrreess  

ooff  NNoorrtthheerrnn  AAffrriiccaa  ffoorr  aa  lleeaarrnneedd  aanndd  ppiioouuss  tteeaacchheerr,,  wwhhoo  sshhoouulldd  aaccccoommppaannyy  hhiimm  

aass  aa  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  ooff  IIssllaamm  ttoo  hhiiss  bbeenniigghhtteedd  aanndd  iiggnnoorraanntt  ttrriibbeessmmeenn::  aatt  ffiirrsstt  hhee  

ffoouunndd  iitt  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  ttoo  ffiinndd  aa  mmaann  wwiilllliinngg  ttoo  lleeaavvee  hhiiss  sscchhoollaarrllyy  rreettrreeaatt  aanndd  bbrraavvee  

tthhee  ddaannggeerrss  ooff  tthhee  SSaahhaarraa,,  bbuutt  aatt  lleennggtthh  hhee  mmeett  iinn  ''AAbbdd  AAllllāāhh  bb..  YYāāssīīnn  tthhee  ffiitt  

ppeerrssoonn,,  bboolldd  eennoouugghh  ttoo  uunnddeerrttaakkee  ssoo  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  aa  mmiissssiioonn,,  ppiioouuss  aanndd  aauusstteerree  iinn  hhiiss  

lliiffee,,  aanndd  lleeaarrnneedd  iinn  tthheeoollooggyy,,  llaaww  aanndd  ootthheerr  sscciieenncceess..  SSoo  ffaarr  bbaacckk  aass  tthhee  nniinntthh  

cceennttuurryy  tthhee  pprreeaacchheerrss  ooff  IIssllaamm  hhaadd  mmaaddee  tthheeiirrwwaayy  aammoonngg  tthhee  BBeerrbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  

SSaahhaarraa  aanndd  eessttaabblliisshheedd  aammoonngg  tthheemm  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett,,  bbuutt  tthhiiss  ffaaiitthh  hhaadd  

ffoouunndd  vveerryy  lliittttllee  aacccceeppttaannccee  tthheerree,,  aanndd  ''AAbbdd  AAllllāāhh  bb..  YYāāssīīnn  ffoouunndd  eevveenn  tthhee  

pprrooffeesssseedd  MMuusslliimmss  ttoo  bbee  vveerryy  llaaxx  iinn  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioouuss  oobbsseerrvvaanncceess  aanndd  ggiivveenn  uupp  ttoo  

aallll  kkiinnddss  ooff  vviicciioouuss  pprraaccttiicceess..  HHee  aarrddeennttllyy  tthhrreeww  hhiimmsseellff  iinnttoo  tthhee  ttaasskk  ooff  

ccoonnvveerrttiinngg  tthheemm  ttoo  tthhee  rriigghhtt  ppaatthh  aanndd  iinnssttrruuccttiinngg  tthheemm  iinn  tthhee  dduuttiieess  ooff  rreelliiggiioonn;;  

bbuutt  tthhee  sstteerrnnnneessss  wwiitthh  wwhhiicchh  hhee  rreebbuukkeedd  tthheeiirr  vviicceess  aanndd  ssoouugghhtt  ttoo  rreeffoorrmm  tthheeiirr  

ccoonndduucctt,,  aalliieennaatteedd  tthheeiirr  ssyymmppaatthhiieess  ffrroomm  hhiimm,,  aanndd  tthhee  iillll--ssuucccceessss  ooff  hhiiss  mmiissssiioonn  

aallmmoosstt  ddrroovvee  hhiimm  ttoo  aabbaannddoonn  tthhiiss  ssttiiffff--nneecckkeedd  ppeeooppllee  aanndd  ddeevvoottee  hhiiss  eeffffoorrttss  ttoo  

tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  SSuuddaann..  BBeeiinngg  ppeerrssuuaaddeedd,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  nnoott  ttoo  ddeesseerrtt  tthhee  wwoorrkk  

hhee  hhaadd  oonnccee  uunnddeerrttaakkeenn,,  hhee  rreettiirreedd  wwiitthh  ssuucchh  ddiisscciipplleess  aass  hhiiss  pprreeaacchhiinngg  hhaadd  

ggaatthheerreedd  aarroouunndd  hhiimm,,  ttoo  aann  iissllaanndd  iinn  tthhee  rriivveerr  SSeenneeggaall,,  wwhheerree  tthheeyy  ffoouunnddeedd  aa  

mmoonnaasstteerryy  aanndd  ggaavvee  tthheemmsseellvveess  uupp  uunncceeaassiinnggllyy  ttoo  ddeevvoottiioonnaall  eexxeerrcciisseess..  TThhee  

mmoorree  ddeevvoouutt--mmiinnddeedd  aammoonngg  tthhee  BBeerrbbeerrss,,  ssttuunngg  ttoo  rreeppeennttaannccee  bbyy  tthhee  tthhoouugghhtt  ooff  

tthhee  wwiicckkeeddnneessss  tthhaatt  hhaadd  ddrriivveenn  tthheeiirr  hhoollyy  tteeaacchheerr  ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  mmiiddsstt,,  ccaammee  hhuummbbllyy  

ttoo  hhiiss  iissllaanndd  ttoo  iimmpplloorree  hhiiss  ffoorrggiivveenneessss  aanndd  rreecceeiivvee  hhiiss  iinnssttrruuccttiioonnss  iinn  tthhee  ssaavviinngg  

ttrruutthhss  ooff  rreelliiggiioonn..  TThhuuss  ddaayy  bbyy  ddaayy  tthheerree  ggaatthheerreedd  aarroouunndd  hhiimm  aann  iinnccrreeaassiinngg  bbaanndd  

ooff  ddiisscciipplleess,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  ffrroomm  aammoonngg  tthhee  LLaammṭṭ ūūnnaa,,  aa  bbrraanncchh  ooff  tthhee  SSaannhhāājjaa  ccllaann,,  

wwhhoossee  nnuummbbeerrss  sswweelllleedd  aatt  lleennggtthh  ttoo  aabboouutt  aa  tthhoouussaanndd..  ''AAbbdd  AAllllāāhh  bb..  YYaassīīnn  tthheenn  

rreeccooggnniisseedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  ttiimmee  hhaadd  ccoommee  ffoorr  llaauunncchhiinngg  oouutt  uuppoonn  aa  wwiiddeerr  sspphheerree  ooff  

aaccttiioonn,,  aanndd  hhee  ccaalllleedd  uuppoonn  hhiiss  ffoolllloowweerrss  ttoo  sshhooww  tthheeiirr  ggrraattiittuuddee  ttoo  GGoodd  ffoorr  tthhee  

rreevveellaattiioonn  hhee  hhaadd  vvoouucchhssaaffeedd  tthheemm,,  bbyy  ccoommmmuunniiccaattiinngg  tthhee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  iitt  ttoo  

ootthheerrss::  ""  GGoo  ttoo  yyoouurr  ffeellllooww--ttrriibbeessmmeenn,,  tteeaacchh  tthheemm  tthhee  llaaww  ooff  GGoodd  aanndd  tthhrreeaatteenn  

tthheemm  wwiitthh  HHiiss  cchhaassttiisseemmeenntt..  IIff  tthheeyy  rreeppeenntt,,  aammeenndd  tthheeiirr  wwaayyss  aanndd  aacccceepptt  tthhee  

ttrruutthh,,  lleeaavvee  tthheemm  iinn  ppeeaaccee::  iiff  tthheeyy  rreeffuussee  aanndd  ppeerrssiisstt  iinn  tthheeiirr  eerrrroorrss  aanndd  eevviill  lliivveess,,  

iinnvvookkee  tthhee  aaiidd  ooff  GGoodd  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthheemm,,  aanndd  lleett  uuss  mmaakkee  wwaarr  uuppoonn  tthheemm  uunnttiill  GGoodd  

ddeecciiddee  bbeettwweeeenn  uuss..""  HHeerreeuuppoonn  eeaacchh  mmaann  wweenntt  ttoo  hhiiss  oowwnn  ttrriibbee  aanndd  bbeeggaann  ttoo  

eexxhhoorrtt  tthheemm  ttoo  rreeppeenntt  aanndd  bbeelliieevvee,,  bbuutt  wwiitthhoouutt  ssuucccceessss::  eeqquuaallllyy  uunnssuucccceessssffuull  

wweerree  tthhee  eeffffoorrttss  ''AAbbdd  AAllllāāhh  bb..  YYāāssīīnn  hhiimmsseellff,,  wwhhoo  lleefftt  hhiiss  mmoonnaasstteerryy  iinn  tthhee  hhooppee  

ooff  ffiinnddiinngg  tthhee  BBeerrbbeerr  cchhiieeffss  mmoorree  wwiilllliinngg  nnooww  ttoo  lliisstteenn  ttoo  hhiiss  pprreeaacchhiinngg..  AAtt  

lleennggtthh  iinn  11004422  hhee  ppuutt  hhiimmsseellff  aatt  tthhee  hheeaadd  ooff  hhiiss  ffoolllloowweerrss,,  ttoo  wwhhoomm  hhee  hhaadd  ggiivveenn  

tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  aall--MMuurrāābbiiṭṭ īīnn  ((tthhee  ssoo--ccaalllleedd  AAllmmoorraavviiddss))——aa  nnaammee  ddeerriivveedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  

ssaammee  rroooott  aass  tthhee  rriibbāāṭṭ 11
  oorr  mmoonnaasstteerryy  oonn  hhiiss  iissllaanndd  iinn  tthhee  SSeenneeggaall,,——aanndd  aattttaacckkeedd  

tthhee  nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  ttrriibbeess  aanndd  ffoorrcceedd  tthhee  aacccceeppttaannccee  ooff  IIssllaamm  uuppoonn  tthheemm..  TThhee  

ssuucccceessss  tthhaatt  aatttteennddeedd  hhiiss  wwaarrlliikkee  eexxppeeddiittiioonnss  aappppeeaarreedd  ttoo  tthhee  ttrriibbeess  ooff  tthhee  SSaahhaarraa  
                                                           
1
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aa  mmoorree  ppeerrssuuaassiivvee  aarrgguummeenntt  tthhaann  aallll  hhiiss  pprreeaacchhiinngg,,  aanndd  tthheeyy  vveerryy  ssoooonn  ccaammee  

ffoorrwwaarrdd  vvoolluunnttaarriillyy  ttoo  eemmbbrraaccee  aa  ffaaiitthh  tthhaatt  sseeccuurreedd  ssuucchh  bbrriilllliiaanntt  ssuucccceesssseess  ttoo  tthhee  

aarrmmss  ooff  iittss  aaddhheerreennttss..  ''AAbbdd  AAllllāāhh  bb..  YYāāssīīnn  ddiieedd  iinn  II005599,,  bbuutt  tthhee  mmoovveemmeenntt  hhee  

hhaadd  iinniittiiaatteedd  lliivveedd  aafftteerr  hhiimm  aanndd  mmaannyy  hheeaatthheenn  ttrriibbeess  ooff  BBeerrbbeerrss  ccaammee  ttoo  sswweellll  

tthhee  nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  tthheeiirr  MMuusslliimm  ffeellllooww--ccoouunnttrryymmeenn,,  eemmbbrraacciinngg  tthheeiirr""  rreelliiggiioonn  aatt  tthhee  

ssaammee  ttiimmee  aass  tthhee  ccaauussee  tthheeyy  cchhaammppiioonneedd,,  aanndd  ppoouurreedd  oouutt  ooff  tthhee  SSaahhaarraa  oovveerr  

NNoorrtthh  AAffrriiccaa  aanndd  llaatteerr  oonn  mmaaddee  tthheemmsseellvveess  mmaasstteerrss  ooff  SSppaaiinn  aallssoo..
11
  

  IItt  iiss  nnoott  iimmpprroobbaabbllee  tthhaatt  tthhee  ootthheerr  ggrreeaatt  nnaattiioonnaall  mmoovveemmeenntt  tthhaatt  oorriiggiinnaatteedd  

aammoonngg  tthhee  BBeerrbbeerr  ttrriibbeess,,  vviizz..  tthhee  rriissee  ooff  tthhee  AAllmmoohhaaddss  aatt  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  

ttwweellfftthh  cceennttuurryy,,  mmaayy  hhaavvee  aattttrraacctteedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  

ttrriibbeess  tthhaatt  hhaadd  uupp  ttoo  tthhaatt  ttiimmee  ssttiillll  ssttoooodd  aallooooff..  TThheeiirr  ffoouunnddeerr,,  IIbbnn  TTūūmmaarrtt,,  

ppooppuullaarriisseedd  tthhee  sstteerrnnllyy  UUnniittaarriiaann  tteenneettss  ooff  tthhiiss  sseecctt  bbyy  mmeeaannss  ooff  wwoorrkkss  iinn  tthhee  

BBeerrbbeerr  llaanngguuaaggee  wwhhiicchh  eexxppoouunnddeedd  ffrroomm  hhiiss  oowwnn  ppooiinntt  ooff  vviieeww  tthhee  ffuunnddaammeennttaall  

ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  aanndd  hhee  mmaaddee  aa  ssttiillll  ffuurrtthheerr  ccoonncceessssiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  nnaattiioonnaalliisstt  ssppiirriitt  

ooff  tthhee  BBeerrbbeerrss  bbyy  oorrddeerriinngg  tthhee  ccaallll  ttoo  pprraayyeerr  ttoo  bbee  mmaaddee  iinn  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  llaanngguuaaggee..
22
  

  SSoommee  ooff  tthhee  BBeerrbbeerr  ttrriibbeess,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  rreemmaaiinneedd  hheeaatthheenn  uupp  ttoo  tthhee  cclloossee  ooff  

tthhee  ffiifftteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,
33
  bbuutt  tthhee  ggeenneerraall  tteennddeennccyy  wwaass  nnaattuurraallllyy  ttoowwaarrddss  aann  

aabbssoorrppttiioonn  ooff  tthheessee  ssmmaalllleerr  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  iinnttoo  tthhee  llaarrggeerr..  

  TThhee  ssiixxtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  wwiittnneesssseedd  tthhee  bbiirrtthh  ooff  aa  mmoovveemmeenntt  ooff  aaccttiivvee  

pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  iinn  tthhee  MMaagghhrriibb,,  wwhhiicchh  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ttrraacceedd  ttoo  tthhee  rreeaaccttiioonn  eexxcciitteedd  bbyy  

tthhee  ssuucccceesssseess  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppoowweerrss  iinn  SSppaaiinn  aanndd  NNoorrtthh  AAffrriiccaa..  TThhiiss  ggaavvee  aann  

iimmmmeennssee  iimmppuullssee  ttoo  tthhee  iinnssttiittuuttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ""  mmaarraabboouuttss,,""
44
  aanndd  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  

tthheemm  sseett  oouutt  ffrroomm  tthhee  mmoonnaassttiicc  sseettttlleemmeennttss  iinn  tthhee  ssoouutthh  ooff  MMoorrooccccoo  ttoo  ccaarrrryy  aa  

ppeeaacceeffuull  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  ccaammppaaiiggnn  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  MMaagghhrriibb,,  rreenneewwiinngg  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  tthhee  

lluukkeewwaarrmm  aaddhheerreennttss  ooff  IIssllaamm  aanndd  ccoonnvveerrttiinngg  tthheeiirr  hheeaatthheenn  nneeiigghhbboouurrss..
55  

TToo  tthhiiss  

pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  mmoovveemmeenntt  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  rreeffuuggeeeess  ffrroomm  SSppaaiinn  ccoonnttrriibbuutteedd  tthheeiirr  ppaarrtt,,  

aass  hhaass  bbeeeenn  sshhoowwnn  aabboovvee  ((pp..  112277)),,  ccoommiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  aaiidd  ooff  tthhee  SShhuurraaffāā''  oorr  

ddeesscceennddaannttss  ooff  IIddrrīīss  bb..  ''AAbbdd  AAllllāāhh,,  wwhhoo  hhaadd  fflleedd  ttoo  MMoorrooccccoo  ttoo  eessccaappee  tthhee  wwrraatthh  

ooff  HHāārrūūnn  aall--RRaasshhīīdd..
66
  

  FFrroomm  tthhee  SSaahhaarraa  tthhee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  IIssllaamm  ffiirrsstt  sspprreeaadd  aammoonngg  tthhee  NNeeggrrooeess  

ooff  tthhee  SSuuddaann..  TThhee  eeaarrllyy  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhiiss  mmoovveemmeenntt  iiss  wwrraappppeedd  iinn  oobbssccuurriittyy,,  bbuutt  

tthheerree  sseeeemmss  lliittttllee  ddoouubbtt  tthhaatt  iitt  wwaass  tthhee  BBeerrbbeerrss  wwhhoo  ffiirrsstt  iinnttrroodduucceedd  IIssllaamm  iinnttoo  

tthhee  llaannddss  wwaatteerreedd  bbyy  tthhee  SSeenneeggaall  aanndd  tthhee  NNiiggeerr;;  hheerree  tthheeyy  ccaammee  iinn  ccoonnttaacctt  wwiitthh  

ppaaggaann  kkiinnggddoommss,,  ssoommee  ooff  tthheemm  ((ee..  gg..  GGhhāānnaa  aanndd  SSoonngghhaayy))  ooff  ggrreeaatt  aannttiiqquuiittyy..
77
  

                                                           
1
 IIbbnn  aabbīī  ZZaarr,,  pppp..  116688--7733..  AA..  MMuulllleerr,,  vvooll..  iiii..  pppp..  661111--1133.. 

2
 IIbbnn  aabbīī  ZZaarr'',,  pp..  225500..    GGoollddzziihheerr,,  oopp..  llaauudd..,,  pp..  7711.. 

3
 LLeeoo  AAffrriiccaannuuss..  ((RRaammuussiioo,,  ttoomm..  ii..  pp..  IIII))    

4
    مرابطمرابط .

5
 DDoouutttt??,,  xxll..  pp..  335544;;  xxllii..  pppp..  2266--77.. 

6
 DDeeppoonntt  eett  CCooppppoollaannii,,  pp..  112277  ssqq.. 

7
 IItt  iiss  nnoott  tthhee  ppllaaccee  hheerree  ttoo  ddeeaall  wwiitthh  tthhee  rriissee  aanndd  ppoolliittiiccaall  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  vvaarriioouuss  kkiinnggddoommss  ooff  tthhee  WWeesstteerrnn  SSuuddaann;;  

tthhiiss  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ddoonnee  mmoosstt  ffuullllyy  ffoorr  tthhee  EEnngglliisshh  rreeaaddeerr  bbyy  LLaaddyy  LLuuggaarrdd  iinn  hheerr  wwoorrkk  eennttiittlleedd,,  ""  AA  TTrrooppiiccaall  

DDeeppeennddeennccyy..  AAnn  OOuuttlliinnee  ooff  tthhee  AAnncciieenntt  HHiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  WWeesstteerrnn  SSuuddaann,,  wwiitthh  aann  AAccccoouunntt  ooff  tthhee  MMooddeerrnn  

SSeettttlleemmeenntt  ooff  NNoorrtthheerrnn  NNiiggeerriiaa..""  ((LLoonnddoonn,,  11990055..))  SSeeee  aallssoo  HH..  FF..  HHeellmmoolltt::  TThhee  WWoorrlldd''ss  HHiissttoorryy,,  vvooll..  iiiiii..  cchhaapp..  iixx..  

((LLoonnddoonn,,  11990033..)) 
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TThhee  ttwwoo  BBeerrbbeerr  ttrriibbeess,,  tthhee  LLaammṭṭ ūūuunnaa  aanndd  tthhee  JJaaddāāllaa,,  bbeelloonnggiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  ṢṢ aannhhāājjaa  

ccllaann,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  ddiissttiinngguuiisshheedd  tthheemmsseellvveess  bbyy  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioouuss  zzeeaall  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ooff  

ccoonnvveerrssiioonn,,
11
  aanndd  tthhrroouugghh  tthheeiirr  aaggeennccyy  tthhee  AAllmmoorraavviidd  mmoovveemmeenntt  rreeaacctteedd  oonn  tthhee  

ppaaggaann  ttrriibbeess  ooff  tthhee  SSuuddaann..  TThhee  rreeiiggnn  ooff  YYūūssuuff  bb..  TTāāsshhffīīnn,,  tthhee  ffoouunnddeerr  ooff  

MMoorrooccccoo  ((AA..DD..  11006622))  aanndd  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  aammiirr  ooff  tthhee  AAllmmoorraavviidd  ddyynnaassttyy,,  wwaass  vveerryy  

ffrruuiittffuull  iinn  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss,,  aanndd  mmaannyy  NNeeggrrooeess  uunnddeerr  hhiiss  rruullee  ccaammee  ttoo  kknnooww  ooff  tthhee  

ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd..
22
  IInn  11007766  tthhee  BBeerrbbeerrss  wwhhoo  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  sspprreeaaddiinngg  IIssllaamm  iinn  

tthhee  kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  GGhhāānnaa  ffoorr  ssoommee  ttiimmee,,  ddrroovvee  oouutt  tthhee  rreeiiggnniinngg  ddyynnaassttyy,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  

pprroobbaabbllyy  FFuullbbee,,  aanndd  tthhiiss  aanncciieenntt  kkiinnggddoomm  bbeeccaammee  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann;;  aatt  

tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  tthhiirrtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  iitt  lloosstt  iittss  iinnddeeppeennddeennccee  aanndd  wwaass  

ccoonnqquueerreedd  bbyy  tthhee  MMaannddiinnggooss..
33
  

  OOff  tthhee  iinnttrroodduuccttiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinnttoo  tthhee  aanncciieenntt  kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  SSoonngghhaayy,,  wwhhiicchh  

iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  iinn  eexxiisstteennccee  aass  eeaarrllyy  aass  AA..DD..  770000,,  wwee  hhaavvee  oonnllyy  tthhee  rreeccoorrdd  

tthhaatt  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  kkiinngg  wwaass  nnaammeedd  ZZāā--kkaassssii,,  tthhee  ffiifftteeeenntthh  mmoonnaarrcchh  ooff  

tthhee  ZZaa  ddyynnaassttyy;;  hhiiss  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ttooookk  ppllaaccee  iinn  tthhee  yyeeaarr  AA..HH..  440000  ((AA..DD..  11000099--11001100)),,  

aanndd  iinn  tthhee  SSoonngghhaayy  llaanngguuaaggee  hhee  wwaass  ssttyylleedd  MMuusslliimm--ddaamm,,  wwhhiicchh  iimmpplliieedd  tthhaatt  hhee  

hhaadd  aaddoopptteedd  IIssllaamm  ooff  hhiiss  oowwnn  ffrreeee  wwiillll  aanndd  nnoott  bbyy  ccoommppuullssiioonn,,  bbuutt  tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  

mmeennttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  iinnfflluueenncceess  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  hhee  oowweedd  hhiiss  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn..
44
  

  IInn  tthhee  ssaammee  cceennttuurryy  tthheerree  wweerree  ffoouunnddeedd  oonn  tthhee  uuppppeerr  NNiiggeerr  ttwwoo  cciittiieess,,  

ddeessttiinneedd  iinn  ssuucccceeeeddiinngg  cceennttuurriieess  ttoo  eexxeerrcciissee  aann  iimmmmeennssee  iinnfflluueennccee  oonn  tthhee  

ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  tthhee  WWeesstteerrnn  SSuuddaann,,——JJeennnnee,,
55
  ffoouunnddeedd  iinn  AA..HH..  443355  ((AA..DD..  

11004433--11004444)),,
66
  aanndd  ddeessttiinneedd  ttoo  bbeeccoommee  aann  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ttrraaddiinngg  cceennttrree,,  aanndd  TTiimmbbuukkttuu,,  

TTiimmbbuukkttuu,,  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  eemmppoorriiuumm  ffoorr  tthhee  ccaarraavvaann  ttrraaddee  wwiitthh  tthhee  nnoorrtthh,,  ffoouunnddeedd  

aabboouutt  tthhee  yyeeaarr  AA..DD,,  11110000..  TThhee  kkiinngg  ooff  JJeennnnee,,  KKuunnbbuurruu,,  bbeeccaammee  aa  MMuusslliimm  

ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  ssiixxtthh  cceennttuurryy  ooff  tthhee  HHiijjrraahh  ((ii..  ee..  aabboouutt  AA..DD..  11220000))  aanndd  hhiiss  

eexxaammppllee  wwaass  ffoolllloowweedd  bbyy  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  tthhee  cciittyy;;  wwhheenn  hhee  hhaadd  mmaaddee  uupp  hhiiss  

mmiinndd  ttoo  eemmbbrraaccee  IIssllaamm,,  hhee  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  ccoolllleecctteedd  ttooggeetthheerr  aallll  tthhee  ''uullaammāā  iinn  hhiiss  

kkiinnggddoomm,,  ttoo  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  44220000——((hhoowweevveerr  eexxaaggggeerraatteedd  tthhiiss  nnuummbbeerr  mmaayy  bbee,,  

tthhee  ssttoorryy  wwoouulldd  sseeeemm  ttoo  iimmppllyy  tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  hhaadd  aallrreeaaddyy  mmaaddee  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  

pprrooggrreessss  iinn  hhiiss  ddoommiinniioonnss))——aanndd  ppuubblliiccllyy  iinn  tthheeiirr  pprreesseennccee  ddeeccllaarreedd  hhiimmsseellff  aa  

MMuusslliimm  aanndd  eexxhhoorrtteedd  tthheemm  ttoo  pprraayy  ffoorr  tthhee  pprroossppeerriittyy  ooff  hhiiss  cciittyy;;  hhee  tthheenn  hhaadd  hhiiss  

ppaallaaccee  ppuulllleedd  ddoowwnn  aanndd  bbuuiilltt  aa  ggrreeaatt  mmoossqquuee
77  

iinn  iittss  ppllaaccee..
88
  TTiimmbbuukkttuu,,  oonn  tthhee  

ootthheerr  hhaanndd,,  wwaass  aa  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  cciittyy  ffrroomm  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg;;  ""  nneevveerr  ddiidd  tthhee  

wwoorrsshhiipp  ooff  iiddoollss  ddeeffiillee  iitt,,  nneevveerr  ddiidd  aannyy  mmaann  pprroossttrraattee  hhiimmsseellff  oonn  iittss  ssooiill  eexxcceepptt  

iinn  pprraayyeerr  ttoo  GGoodd  tthhee  MMeerrcciiffuull..""
99
  IInn  llaatteerr  yyeeaarrss  iitt  bbeeccaammee  iinnfflluueennttiiaall  aass  aa  sseeaatt  ooff  

                                                           
1
 BBllaauu,,  pp..  332222.. 

2
 LLeeoo  AAffrriiccaannuuss..    ((RRaammuussiioo,,  ttoomm..  ii..  pppp..  77,,  7777..)) 

3
 MMeeyyeerr,,  pp..  9911.. 

4
  TTaa''rrīīkkhh  aall--SSūūddāānn,,  pp..  33..  

5
 JJiinnnnii  oorr  DDiieennnn??..  

6
 SSoo  MMeeyyeerr  ffoolllloowwiinngg  BBaarrtthh;;  tthhee  TTaa''rrīīkkhh  aall--  SSūūddāānn  ((pp..  1122))  ppllaacceess  tthhee  ddaattee  aabboouutt  tthhrreeee  cceennttuurriieess  eeaarrlliieerr..  

7
 FFeelliixx  DDuubbooiiss  ggiivveess  aa  ppllaann  aanndd  rreeccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  tthhiiss  mmoossqquuee,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  ddeessttrrooyyeedd  bbyy  oorrddeerr  ooff  SShhaayykkhhuu  

AAḥḥ mmaadduu  aabboouutt  11883300,,  iinn  ""  TToommbboouuccttoouu  llaa  MMyysstt??rriieeuussee,,""  cchhaapp..iixx.. 
8
 TTaa''rriikkhh  aall--SSūūddāānn,,  pppp..  1122--1133.. 

9
 TTaa''rrīīkkhh  aall--  SSūūddāānn,,  pp..  2211.. 
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MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  lleeaarrnniinngg  aanndd  ppiieettyy,,  aanndd  ssttuuddeennttss  aanndd  ddiivviinneess  fflloocckkeedd  tthheerree  iinn  llaarrggee  

nnuummbbeerrss,,  aattttrraacctteedd  bbyy  tthhee  eennccoouurraaggeemmeenntt  aanndd  ppaattrroonnaaggee  tthheeyy  rreecceeiivveedd..  IIbbnn  

BBaaṭṭ ūūṭṭ aahh,,  wwhhoo  ttrraavveelllleedd  tthhrroouugghh  tthhiiss  ccoouunnttrryy  iinn  tthhee  mmiiddddllee  ooff  tthhee  ffoouurrtteeeenntthh  

cceennttuurryy,,  pprraaiisseess  tthhee  NNeeggrrooeess  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  zzeeaall  iinn  tthhee  ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee  ooff  tthheeiirr  ddeevvoottiioonnss  

aanndd  iinn  tthhee  ssttuuddyy  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''āānn  ::  uunnlleessss  oonnee  wweenntt  vveerryy  eeaarrllyy  ttoo  tthhee  mmoossqquuee  oonn  

FFrriiddaayy,,  hhee  tteellllss  uuss,,  iitt  wwaass  iimmppoossssiibbllee  ttoo  ffiinndd  aa  ppllaaccee,,  ssoo  ccrroowwddeedd  wwaass  tthhee  

aatttteennddaannccee..
11
  IInn  hhiiss  ttiimmee,,  tthhee  mmoosstt  ppoowweerrffuull  ssttaattee  ooff  tthhee  WWeesstteerrnn  SSuuddaann  wwaass  tthhaatt  

ooff  MMeellllee  oorr  MMāāllllīī,,  wwhhiicchh  hhaadd  rriisseenn  ttoo  iimmppoorrttaannccee  aabboouutt  aa  cceennttuurryy  bbeeffoorree,,  aafftteerr  

tthhee  ccoonnqquueesstt  ooff  GGhhāānnaa  bbyy  tthhee  MMaannddiinnggooss,,  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ffiinneesstt  rraacceess  ooff  AAffrriiccaa::  LLeeoo  

AAffrriiccaannuuss
22
  ccaallllss  tthheemm  tthhee  mmoosstt  cciivviilliisseedd,,  tthhee  mmoosstt  iinntteelllleeccttuuaall  aanndd  mmoosstt  

rreessppeecctteedd  ooff  aallll  tthhee  NNeeggrrooeess,,  aanndd  mmooddeerrnn  ttrraavveelllleerrss  pprraaiissee  tthheemm  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  

iinndduussttrryy,,  cclleevveerrnneessss  aanndd  ttrruussttwwoorrtthhiinneessss..
33
  TThheessee  MMaannddiinnggooss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aammoonngg  

tthhee  mmoosstt  aaccttiivvee  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  wwhhiicchh  hhaass  bbeeeenn  sspprreeaadd  bbyy  tthheemm  aammoonngg  tthhee  

nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  ppeeoopplleess..
44
  

  AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  KKaannoo  CChhrroonniiccllee  iitt  wwaass  tthhee  MMaannddiinnggooss  wwhhoo  bbrroouugghhtt  tthhee  

kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  IIssllaamm  ttoo  tthhee  HHaauussaa  ppeeooppllee;;  tthhee  ddaattee  iiss  uunncceerrttaaiinn,,
55
  aass  aarree  mmoosstt  ddaatteess  

ddaatteess  ccoonnnneecctteedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  HHaauussaa  ssttaatteess,,  bbeeccaauussee  tthhee  FFuullbbee,,  wwhhoo  

ccoonnqquueerreedd  tthheemm  aatt  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  nniinneetteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  ddeessttrrooyyeedd  mmoosstt  ooff  

tthheeiirr  hhiissttoorriiccaall  rreeccoorrddss..  BBuutt  tthhee  iimmppoorrttaannccee  ooff  tthhee  aaddooppttiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm  bbyy  tthhee  

HHaauussaass  ccaannnnoott  bbee  eexxaaggggeerraatteedd;;  tthheeyy  aarree  aann  eenneerrggeettiicc  aanndd  iinntteelllliiggeenntt  ppeeooppllee,,  aanndd  

tthheeiirr  rreemmaarrkkaabbllee  aappttiittuuddee  ffoorr  ttrraaddee  hhaass  wwoonn  ffoorr  tthheemm  aann  iimmmmeennssee  iinnfflluueennccee  

aammoonngg  tthhee  vvaarriioouuss  ppeeoopplleess  wwiitthh  wwhhoomm  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  ccoommee  iinn  ccoonnttaacctt;;  tthheeiirr  llaanngguuaaggee  

hhaass  bbeeccoommee  tthhee  llaanngguuaaggee  ooff  ccoommmmeerrccee  ffoorr  tthhee  WWeesstteerrnn  SSuuddaann,,  aanndd  wwhheerreevveerr  tthhee  

HHaauussaa  ttrraaddeerrss  ggoo——aanndd  tthheeyy  aarree  ffoouunndd  ffrroomm  tthhee  ccooaasstt  ooff  GGuuiinneeaa  ttoo  CCaaiirroo——tthheeyy  

ccaarrrryy  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  IIssllaamm  wwiitthh  tthheemm..  RReeffeerreenncceess  ttoo  tthheeiirr  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  aaccttiivviittyy  wwiillll  bbee  

ffoouunndd  iinn  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ppaaggeess..  BBuutt  ooff  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  aaddooppttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh,,  aass  wweellll  aass  

ooff  tthhee  rriissee  ooff  tthhee  sseevveenn  HHaauussaa  ssttaatteess  aanndd  tthheeiirr  ddeeppeennddeenncciieess,,
66
  hhiissttoorriiccaall  eevviiddeennccee  

iiss  aallmmoosstt  eennttiirreellyy  wwaannttiinngg;;
77  

oonnee  ooff  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  ooff  IIssllaamm  ttoo  KKaannoo  aanndd  

KKaattsseennaa  wwoouulldd  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  sseeeemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aa  lleeaarrnneedd  aanndd  ppiioouuss  tteeaacchheerr  ffrroomm  

TTlleemmsseenn,,  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  bb..  ''AAbbdd  aall--KKaarrīīmm  bb..  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  aall--MMaajjīīllīī,,  wwhhoo  

fflloouurriisshheedd  aabboouutt  tthhee  yyeeaarr  11550000;;
88
  ppoossssiibbllyy  tthheeyy  wweerree  aaffffeecctteedd  bbyy  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  wwaavvee  

ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  iinnfflluueennccee  wwhhiicchh  mmoovveedd  ssoouutthhwwaarrdd  ffrroomm  EEggyypptt  iinn  tthhee  ttwweellfftthh  
                                                           
1
 IIbbnn  BBaaṭṭ ūūṭṭ aahh,,  ttoommee  iivv..  pppp..  442211--22..  

2
 RRaammuussiioo,,  ttoomm..  ii..  pp..  7788.. 

3
 WWiinnwwoooodd  RReeaaddee  ddeessccrriibbeess  tthheemm  aass  ""  aa  ttaallll,,  hhaannddssoommee,,  lliigghhtt--ccoolloouurreedd  rraaccee,,  MMoosslleemmss  iinn  rreelliiggiioonn,,  ppoosssseessssiinngg  

hhoorrsseess  aanndd  llaarrggee  hheerrddss  ooff  ccaattttllee,,  bbuutt  aallssoo  ccuullttiivvaattiinngg  ccoottttoonn,,  ggrroouunndd--nnuuttss,,  aanndd  vvaarriioouuss  kkiinnddss  ooff  ccoorrnn..  II  wwaass  mmuucchh  

pplleeaasseedd  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  kkiinndd  aanndd  hhoossppiittaabbllee  mmaannnneerrss,,  tthhee  ggrraavvee  aanndd  ddeeccoorroouuss  aassppeecctt  ooff  tthheeiirr  wwoommeenn,,  tthhee  cclleeaannlliinneessss  

aanndd  ssiilleennccee  ooff  tthheeiirr  vviillllaaggeess..""  ((WW..  WWiinnwwoooodd  RReeaaddee::  AAffrriiccaann  SSkkeettcchhbbooookk,,  vvooll..  ii..  pp..  330033..)) 
4
 WWaaiittzz,,  IIII

eerr
  TThheeiill,,  pppp..  1188--1199..  

5
 PPaallmmeerr  ((pp..  5599))  ppllaacceess  iittss  iinnttrroodduuccttiioonn  iinnttoo  KKaannoo  bbeettwweeeenn  AA..DD..  11334499  aanndd  11338855,,  aannootthheerr  HHaauussaa  cchhrroonniiccllee  mmaakkeess  

tthhee  rreeiiggnn  ooff  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  kkiinngg  ooff  ZZoozzoo  bbeeggiinn  aabboouutt  11445566..  ((JJoouurrnnaall  ooff  tthhee  AAffrriiccaann  SSoocciieettyy,,  vvooll..  iixx..  pp..  

116611..)) 
6
 FFoorr  tthhee  vvaarriioouuss  eennuummeerraattiioonnss  ooff  tthheessee,,  sseeee  MMeeyyeerr,,  pp..  2277.. 

7
 AAss  iinn  ootthheerr  ppaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  wwoorrlldd,,  ttrraaddiittiioonn  ppllaacceess  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  iinnttrroodduuccttiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  tthhee  lliiffeettiimmee  ooff  tthhee  

ffoouunnddeerr  aanndd  ggiivveess  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  aall--FFaazzāāīī,,  aa  rreeppuutteedd  ccoommppaanniioonn  ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett,,  aass  tthhee  aappoossttllee  ooff  tthhee  HHaauussaa  ppeeooppllee..        

((JJ..  LLiippppeerrtt::  SSuuddaanniiccaa..    MMSSOOSS,,  iiiiii..  ppaarrttss,,  PP..  220044..    ((BBeerrlliinn,,  11990000..)) 
8
 MMiisscchhlliicchh  aanndd  LLiippppeerrtt,,  pppp..  113388--99..  
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cceennttuurryy..
11
  TThhee  mmeerrcchhaannttss  ooff  KKoorrddooffaann  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  EEaasstteerrnn  SSuuddaann  ggeenneerraallllyy,,  bbooaasstt  

tthhaatt  tthheeyy  aarree  ddeesscceennddeedd  ffrroomm  AArraabbss  wwhhoo  mmaaddee  tthheeiirr  wwaayy  tthhiitthheerr  aafftteerr  tthhee  ffaallll  ooff  

tthhee  FFāāṭṭ iimmiidd  ccaalliipphhaattee  ooff  EEggyypptt  iinn  11117711..  BBuutt  tthheerree  wweerree  pprroobbaabbllyy  ssttiillll  eeaarrlliieerr  

iinnssttaanncceess  ooff  MMuusslliimm  iinnfflluueennccee  ccoommiinngg  iinnttoo  CCeennttrraall  AAffrriiccaa  ffrroomm  tthhee  nnoorrtthh--eeaasstt..  IItt  

wwaass  ffrroomm  EEggyypptt  tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  sspprreeaadd  iinnttoo  KKaanneemm,,  aa  kkiinnggddoomm  oonn  tthhee  NN..  aanndd  NN..EE..  ooff  

LLaakkee  CChhaadd,,  wwhhiicchh  sshhoorrttllyy  aafftteerr  tthhee  aaddooppttiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm  rroossee  ttoo  bbee  aa  ssttaattee  ooff  

ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  iimmppoorrttaannccee  aanndd  eexxtteennddeedd  iittss  sswwaayy  oovveerr  tthhee  ttrriibbeess  ooff  tthhee  EEaasstteerrnn  

SSuuddaann  ttoo  tthhee  bboorrddeerrss  ooff  EEggyypptt  aanndd  NNuubbiiaa;;  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  kkiinngg  ooff  KKaanneemm  

iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  rreeiiggnneedd  eeiitthheerr  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  cclloossee  ooff  tthhee  eelleevveenntthh  oorr  iinn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  hhaallff  

ooff  tthhee  ttwweellfftthh  cceennttuurryy..
22
  BBuutt  tthhee  ddeettaaiillss  wwee  ppoosssseessss  ooff  tthhee  sspprreeaadd  ooff  IIssllaamm  ffrroomm  

tthhee  nnoorrtthh--eeaasstt  aarree  eevveenn  mmoorree  ssccaannttyy  tthhaann  tthhoossee  aallrreeaaddyy  ggiivveenn  ffoorr  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  

tthhee  ssttaatteess  ooff  tthhee  WWeesstteerrnn  SSuuddaann..  TThhee  mmeerree  ddaatteess  ooff  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  kkiinnggss  aanndd  

tthhee  eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ddyynnaassttiieess  tteellll  uuss  vveerryy  lliittttllee;;  bbuutt  oonnee  ffaacctt  

ssttaannddss  oouutt  cclleeaarrllyy  ffrroomm  tthhiiss  mmeeaaggrree  rreeccoorrdd,,  nnaammeellyy  tthhee  eexxttrreemmee  sslloowwnneessss  ooff  tthhee  

pprroocceessss..  TThhee  ssuurrvviivvaall  ooff  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  ggrroouuppss  ooff  ffeettiisshh--wwoorrsshhiippppeerrss  iinn  tthhee  mmiiddsstt  

ooff  tteerrrriittoorriieess  wwhhiicchh  ffoorr  cceennttuurriieess  wweerree  uunnddeerr  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  rruullee,,  wwoouulldd  sseeeemm  ttoo  

iinnddiiccaattee  tthhaatt  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  IIssllaamm  wwaass  lloonngg  ccoonnffiinneedd  ttoo  tthhee  ttoowwnnss  aanndd  oonnllyy  bbyy  

ddeeggrreeeess  mmaaddee  iittss  wwaayy  aammoonngg  tthhee  ppaaggaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn,,  iiff  iinnddeeeedd  iitt  ddiidd  nnoott  mmeeeett  wwiitthh  

ssuucchh  ssttuubbbboorrnn  rreessiissttaannccee  aass  hhaass  kkeepptt  tthhee  BBaammbbaarraa  ppaaggaann,,  tthhoouugghh  ((ddwweelllliinngg  

bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  UUppppeerr  SSeenneeggaall  aanndd  tthhee  UUppppeerr  NNiiggeerr))  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  hheemmmmeedd  iinn  bbyy  

aa  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ffoorr  cceennttuurriieess..  

  AAnn  uunnssuucccceessssffuull  aatttteemmpptt  ttoo  ccoonnvveerrtt  tthhee  BBaammbbaarraa  wwaass  mmaaddee  bbyy  aa  

mmaarraabboouutt,,  nnaammeedd  ''UUmmaarruu  KKaabbaa,,  eeaarrllyy  iinn  tthhee  ttwweennttiieetthh  cceennttuurryy..  TThhiiss  mmaann  hhaadd  

ffoouunnddeedd  aa  nneeww  rreelliiggiioouuss  ccoonnffrraatteerrnniittyy,,  ccoonnnneecctteedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  QQāāddiirriiyyyyaahh,,  aanndd  

hhaavviinngg  ffaaiilleedd  ttoo  aattttrraacctt  hhiiss  ccoo--rreelliiggiioonniissttss  ttoo  iitt,,  hhee  ttuurrnneedd  hhiiss  aatttteennttiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  

ppaaggaann  BBaammbbaarraa,,  aanndd  eennddeeaavvoouurreedd  ttoo  ccoonnvveerrtt  tthheemm  ttoo  IIssllaamm  aanndd  eennrrooll  tthheemm  iinn  hhiiss  

oorrddeerr..  HHee  sseeeemmeedd  ttoo  bbee  oonn  tthhee  rrooaadd  ttoo  ssuucccceessss  aanndd  hhaadd  aallrreeaaddyy  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  aa  ppaaggaann  

vviillllaaggee  iinn  tthhee  pprroovviinnccee  ooff  SSaannssaannddiinngg,,  wwhheenn  tthhee  cchhiieeff  ooff  tthhee  pprroovviinnccee  ddrroovvee  tthhee  

mmiissssiioonnaarryy  aaccrroossss  tthhee  ffrroonnttiieerr  aanndd  oorrddeerreedd  tthhee  nneewwllyy--ccoonnvveerrtteedd  BBaammbbaarraa  ttoo  

rreettuurrnn  ttoo  tthheeiirr  oolldd  rreelliiggiioouuss  oobbsseerrvvaanncceess..
33
  

  WWhheerree  iinntteerrmmaarrrriiaaggeess  wwiitthh  ssuucchh  rraacceess  aass  AArraabbss  aanndd  BBeerrbbeerrss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  

ffrreeqquueenntt,,  aa  sstteeaaddyy  pprroocceessss  ooff  iinnffiillttrraattiioonn  hhaass  ggoonnee  oonn,,  aanndd  tthhiiss,,  aaddddeedd  ttoo  tthhee  

pprrooppaaggaannddiisstt  aaccttiivviittiieess  ooff  tthhoossee  rraacceess——FFuullbbee,,  HHaauussaa  aanndd  MMaannddiinnggoo——wwhhoo  hhaavvee  

ddiissttiinngguuiisshheedd  tthheemmsseellvveess  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  zzeeaall  oonn  bbeehhaallff  ooff  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn,,  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  

ccoonnttrriibbuutteedd  ttoo  tthhee  mmoorree  rraappiidd  ggrroowwtthh  ooff  aa  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn,,  hhaadd  iitt  nnoott  

bbeeeenn  ffoorr  tthhee  iinntteerrnneecciinnee  wwaarrss  tthhaatt  ccaauusseedd  oonnee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ssttaattee  ttoo  wwoorrkk  tthhee  

ddeessttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  aannootthheerr..  MMeellllee  rroossee  oonn  tthhee  rruuiinnss  ooff  GGhhaannaa  iinn  tthhee  tthhiirrtteeeenntthh  

cceennttuurryy,,  ttoo  bbee  ccrruusshheedd  aatt  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  ssiixxtteeeenntthh  bbyy  SSoonngghhaayy,,  wwhhiicchh  iinn  iittss  

                                                           
1
 MMeeyyeerr,,  lloocc..  cciitt..  AArrttiinn  PPaasshhaa  ((pp..  6622))  ppuuttss  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhiiss  iinnffiillttrraattiioonn  ooff  MMuusslliimm  AArraabbss  aass  eeaarrllyy  aass  tthhee  eeiigghhtthh  

cceennttuurryy.. 
2
BBeecckkeerr,,  GGeesscchhiicchhttee  ddeess  oossttlliicchheenn  SSuuddaann,,  pp..  116622--33..  BBllaauu,,  pp..  332222  OOppppeell..  pp..  228899..  AAtt  tthhee  cclloossee  ooff  tthhee  ffoouurrtteeeenntthh  

cceennttuurryy  ''UUmmaarr  bb..  IIddrriiss  mmoovveedd  hhiiss  ccaappiittaall  ttoo  tthhee  wweesstt  ooff  LLaakkee  CChhaadd  iinn  tthhee  tteerrrriittoorryy  ooff  BBoorrnnuu,,  bbyy  wwhhiicchh  nnaammee  tthhee  

kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  KKaanneemm  bbeeccaammee  hheenncceeffoorrtthh  kknnoowwnn.. 
3
 MMaauurriiccee  DDeellaaffoossssee,,  pp..  8877.. 
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ttuurrnn  wwaass  ddeessoollaatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  MMoooorrss  aa  cceennttuurryy  llaatteerr..  AAss  tthheessee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  eemmppiirreess  

ddeecclliinneedd,,  wwiitthh  tthhee  wwhhoolleessaallee  mmaassssaaccrreess  cchhaarraacctteerriissttiicc  ooff  wwaarrffaarree  iinn  tthhee  SSuuddaann,,  

ffeettiisshhiissmm  rreeggaaiinneedd  mmuucchh  ooff  tthhee  ggrroouunndd  iitt  hhaadd  lloosstt;;  aanndd  aass  iinn  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann,,  ssoo  iinn  

tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  wwoorrlldd,,  tthheerree  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ppeerriiooddss  wwhheenn  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  zzeeaall  hhaass  

ssuunnkk  ttoo  aa  llooww  eebbbb,,  aanndd  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  iinn  ssoommee  ppaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  SSuuddaann  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  

ccoonntteenntt  ttoo  lleeaavvee  tthhee  ppaaggaanniissmm  tthhaatt  ssuurrrroouunnddeedd  tthheemm  uunnttoouucchheedd  bbyy  aannyy  

pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  eeffffoorrttss..  

  IInn  tthhee  ffoouurrtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  tthhee  TTuunnjjaarr  AArraabbss,,  eemmiiggrraattiinngg  ssoouutthh  ffrroomm  TTuunniiss,,  

mmaaddee  tthheeiirr  wwaayy  tthhrroouugghh  BBoorrnnuu  aanndd  WWaaddaaii  ttoo  DDaarrffuurr;;  ootthheerrss  ccaammee  iinn  llaatteerr  ffrroomm  

tthhee  eeaasstt;;
11
  oonnee  ooff  tthheeiirr  nnuummbbeerr  nnaammeedd  AAḥḥ mmaadd  mmeett  wwiitthh  aa  kkiinndd  rreecceeppttiioonn  ffrroomm  tthhee  

hheeaatthheenn  kkiinngg  ooff  DDaarrffuurr,,  wwhhoo  ttooookk  aa  ffaannccyy  ttoo  hhiimm,,  mmaaddee  hhiimm  ddiirreeccttoorr  ooff  hhiiss  

hhoouusseehhoolldd  aanndd  ccoonnssuulltteedd  hhiimm  oonn  aallll  ooccccaassiioonnss..  HHiiss  eexxppeerriieennccee  ooff  mmoorree  cciivviilliisseedd  

mmeetthhooddss  ooff  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  eennaabblleedd  hhiimm  ttoo  iinnttrroodduuccee  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  rreeffoorrmmss  bbootthh  iinnttoo  

tthhee  eeccoonnoommyy  ooff  tthhee  kkiinngg''ss  hhoouusseehhoolldd  aanndd  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  ssttaattee..  BByy  

jjuuddiicciioouuss  mmaannaaggeemmeenntt,,  hhee  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbrroouugghhtt  tthhee  uunnrruullyy  cchhiieeffttaaiinnss  iinnttoo  

ssuubbjjeeccttiioonn,,  aanndd  bbyy  ppoorrttiioonniinngg  oouutt  tthhee  llaanndd  aammoonngg  tthhee  ppoooorreerr  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ttoo  hhaavvee  

ppuutt  aann  eenndd  ttoo  tthhee  ccoonnssttaanntt  iinntteerrnnaall  rraaiiddss,,  tthheerreebbyy  iinnttrroodduucciinngg  aa  ffeeeelliinngg  ooff  sseeccuurriittyy  

aanndd  ccoonntteennttmmeenntt  bbeeffoorree  uunnkknnoowwnn..  TThhee  kkiinngg  hhaavviinngg  nnoo  mmaallee  hheeiirr  ggaavvee  AAḥḥ mmaadd  

hhiiss  ddaauugghhtteerr  iinn  mmaarrrriiaaggee  aanndd  aappppooiinntteedd  hhiimm  hhiiss  ssuucccceessssoorr,,——  aa  cchhooiiccee  tthhaatt  wwaass  

rraattiiffiieedd  bbyy  tthhee  aaccccllaammaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee,,  aanndd  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ddyynnaassttyy  tthhuuss  

iinnssttiittuutteedd  hhaass  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ddoowwnn  ttoo  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  cceennttuurryy..  TThhee  cciivviilliissiinngg  iinnfflluueenncceess  

eexxeerrcciisseedd  bbyy  tthhiiss  cchhiieeff  aanndd  hhiiss  ddeesscceennddaannttss  wweerree  ddoouubbttlleessss  aaccccoommppaanniieedd  bbyy  

ssoommee  wwoorrkk  ooff  pprroosseellyyttiissmm,,  bbuutt  tthheessee  AArraabb  iimmmmiiggrraannttss  sseeeemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  ddoonnee  vveerryy  

lliittttllee  ffoorr  tthhee  sspprreeaadd  ooff  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  aammoonngg  tthheeiirr  hheeaatthheenn  nneeiigghhbboouurrss..  DDaarrffuurr  

oonnllyy  ddeeffiinniitteellyy  bbeeccaammee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  eeffffoorrttss  ooff  oonnee  ooff  iittss  kkiinnggss  

nnaammeedd  SSuullaayymmāānn  wwhhoo  bbeeggaann  ttoo  rreeiiggnn  iinn  11559966,,
22
  aanndd  iitt  wwaass  nnoott  uunnttiill  tthhee  ssiixxtteeeenntthh  

cceennttuurryy  tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  ggaaiinneedd  aa  ffoooottiinngg  iinn  tthhee  ootthheerr  kkiinnggddoommss  llyyiinngg  bbeettwweeeenn  

KKoorrddooffaann  aanndd  LLaakkee  CChhaadd,,  ssuucchh  aass  WWaaddaaii  aanndd  BBaagghhiirrmmii..  TThhee  ffiirrsstt  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  

kkiinngg  ooff  BBaagghhiirrmmii  wwaass  SSuullttaann  ''AAbbdd  AAllllāāhh,,  wwhhoo  rreeiiggnneedd  ffrroomm  11556688  ttoo  11660088,,  bbuutt  

tthhee  cchhiieeff  cceennttrree  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  iinnfflluueennccee  aatt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee  wwaass  tthhee  kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  

WWaaddaaii,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  ffoouunnddeedd  bbyy  ''AAbbdd  aall--KKaarrīīmm  aabboouutt  AA..DD..  11661122,,  aanndd  iitt  wwaass  nnoott  

uunnttiill  tthhee  llaatttteerr  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  eeiigghhtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  tthhaatt  tthhee  mmaassss  ooff      tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff      

BBaagghhiirrmmii  wweerree  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  ttoo  IIssllaamm..
33
  

  BBuutt  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  pprrooppaaggaannddaa  iinn  AAffrriiccaa  dduurriinngg  tthhee  

sseevveenntteeeenntthh  aanndd  eeiigghhtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurriieess  iiss  vveerryy  sslliigghhtt  aanndd  wwhhoollllyy  iinnssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  

wwhheenn  ccoommppaarreedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  rreemmaarrkkaabbllee  rreevviivvaall  ooff  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  aaccttiivviittyy  dduurriinngg  tthhee  

pprreesseenntt  cceennttuurryy..  SSoommee  ppoowweerrffuull  iinnfflluueennccee  wwaass  nneeeeddeedd  ttoo  aarroouussee  tthhee  ddoorrmmaanntt  

eenneerrggiieess  ooff  tthhee  AAffrriiccaann  MMuusslliimmss,,  wwhhoossee  ccoonnddiittiioonn  dduurriinngg  tthhee  eeiigghhtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  

sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aallmmoosstt  oonnee  ooff  rreelliiggiioouuss  iinnddiiffffeerreennccee..  TThheeiirr  ssppiirriittuuaall  aawwaakkeenn--

iinngg  oowweedd  iittsseellff  ttoo  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  tthhee  WWaahhhhāābbīī  rreeffoorrmmaattiioonn  aatt  tthhee  cclloossee  ooff  tthhee  

                                                           
1
 BBeecckkeerr::  GGeesscchhiicchhttee  ddeess  ōōssttlliicchheenn  SSūūddāānn,,  pppp..  116611--22.. 

2  RR..  CC..  SSllaattiinn  PPaasshhaa::    FFiirree  aanndd  SSwwoorrdd  iinn  tthhee  SSuuddaann,,  pppp..  3388,,  4400--22..  ((LLoonnddoonn,,  11889966)) 
3
 WWeesstteerrmmaannnn,,  pp..  662288.. 
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eeiigghhtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy;;  wwhheennccee  iitt  ccoommeess  tthhaatt  iinn  mmooddeerrnn  ttiimmeess  wwee  mmeeeett  wwiitthh  ssoommee  

aaccccoouunnttss  ooff  pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  mmoovveemmeennttss  aammoonngg  tthhee  NNeeggrrooeess  tthhaatt  aarree  nnoott  qquuiittee  ssoo  

ffoorrbbiiddddiinnggllyy  mmeeaaggrree  aass  tthhoossee  jjuusstt  rreeccoouunntteedd,,  bbuutt  pprreesseenntt  uuss  wwiitthh  aammppllee  ddeettaaiillss  ooff  

tthhee  rriissee  aanndd  pprrooggrreessss  ooff  sseevveerraall  iimmppoorrttaanntt  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  eenntteerrpprriisseess..  

  TToowwaarrddss  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  eeiigghhtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  aa  rreemmaarrkkaabbllee  mmaann,,  SShhaayykkhh  

''UUtthhmmāānn  DDaannffooddiioo,,
11
  aarroossee  ffrroomm  aammoonngg  tthhee  FFuullbbee

22
  aass  aa  rreelliiggiioouuss  rreeffoorrmmeerr  aanndd  

wwaarrrriioorr--mmiissssiioonnaarryy..  FFrroomm  tthhee  SSuuddaann  hhee  mmaaddee  tthhee  ppiillggrriimmaaggee  ttoo  MMeeccccaa,,  wwhheennccee  

hhee  rreettuurrnneedd  ffuullll  ooff  zzeeaall  aanndd  eenntthhuussiiaassmm  ffoorr  tthhee  rreeffoorrmmaattiioonn  aanndd  pprrooppaaggaattiioonn  ooff  

IIssllaamm..  IInnfflluueenncceedd  bbyy  tthhee  ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  tthhee  WWaahhhhāābbīīss,,  wwhhoo  wweerree  ggrroowwiinngg  ppoowweerrffuull  

aatt  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  hhiiss  vviissiitt  ttoo  MMeeccccaa,,  hhee  ddeennoouunncceedd  tthhee  pprraaccttiiccee  ooff  pprraayyeerrss  ffoorr  tthhee  

ddeeaadd  aanndd  tthhee  hhoonnoouurr  ppaaiidd  ttoo  ddeeppaarrtteedd  ssaaiinnttss,,  aanndd  ddeepprreeccaatteedd  tthhee  eexxcceessssiivvee  

vveenneerraattiioonn  ooff  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  hhiimmsseellff;;  aatt  tthhee  ssaammee  ttiimmee  hhee  aattttaacckkeedd  tthhee  ttwwoo  

pprreevvaaiilliinngg  ssiinnss  ooff  tthhee  SSuuddaann,,  ddrruunnkkeennnneessss  aanndd  iimmmmoorraalliittyy..  

  UUpp  ttoo  tthhaatt  ttiimmee  tthhee  FFuullbbee  hhaadd  ccoonnssiisstteedd  ooff  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ssmmaallll  ssccaatttteerreedd  

ccllaannss  lliivviinngg  aa  ppaassttoorraall  lliiffee;;  tthheeyy  hhaadd  eeaarrllyy  eemmbbrraacceedd  IIssllaamm,,  aanndd  hhiitthheerrttoo  hhaadd  

ccoonntteenntteedd  tthheemmsseellvveess  wwiitthh  ffoorrmmiinngg  ccoolloonniieess  ooff  sshheepphheerrddss  aanndd  ppllaanntteerrss  iinn  

ddiiffffeerreenntt  ppaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  SSuuddaann..  TThhee  aaccccoouunnttss  wwee  hhaavvee  ooff  tthheemm  iinn  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  ppaarrtt  ooff  

tthhee  eeiigghhtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  rreepprreesseenntt  tthheemm  ttoo  bbee  aa  ppeeaacceeffuull  aanndd  iinndduussttrriioouuss  ppeeooppllee;;  

oonnee
33
    wwhhoo  vviissiitteedd  tthheeiirr  sseettttlleemmeennttss  oonn  tthhee  GGaammbbiiaa  iinn  11773311  ssppeeaakkss  ooff  tthheemm  tthhuuss::  

""IInn  eevveerryy  kkiinnggddoomm  aanndd  ccoouunnttrryy  oonn  eeaacchh  ssiiddee  ooff  tthhee  rriivveerr  aarree  ppeeooppllee  ooff  aa  ttaawwnnyy  

ccoolloouurr,,  ccaalllleedd  PPhhoolleeyyss  ((ii..ee..  FFuullbbee)),,  wwhhoo  rreesseemmbbllee  tthhee  AArraabbss,,  wwhhoossee  llaanngguuaaggee  

mmoosstt  ooff  tthheemm  ssppeeaakk;;      ffoorr  iitt      iiss  ttaauugghhtt  iinn    tthheeiirr  sscchhoooollss,,  aanndd    tthhee  KKoorraann,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  

aallssoo  tthheeiirr  llaaww,,  iiss  iinn  tthhaatt  llaanngguuaaggee..  TThheeyy  aarree  mmoorree  ggeenneerraallllyy  lleeaarrnneedd  iinn  tthhee  

AArraabbiicc,,  tthhaann  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  EEuurrooppee  aarree  iinn  LLaattiinn;;  ffoorr  tthheeyy  ccaann  mmoosstt  ooff  tthheemm  ssppeeaakk  

iitt;;  tthhoouugghh  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  aa  vvuullggaarr  ttoonngguuee  ccaalllleedd  PPhhoolleeyy..  TThheeyy  lliivvee  iinn  hhoorrddeess  oorr  ccllaannss,,  

bbuuiilldd  ttoowwnnss,,  aanndd  aarree  nnoott  ssuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  aannyy  ooff  tthhee  kkiinnggss  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  tthhoo''  tthheeyy  lliivvee  

iinn  tthheeiirr  tteerrrriittoorriieess;;  ffoorr  iiff  tthheeyy  aarree  uusseedd  iillll  iinn  oonnee  nnaattiioonn  tthheeyy  bbrreeaakk  uupp  tthheeiirr  ttoowwnnss  

aanndd  rreemmoovvee  ttoo  aannootthheerr..        TThheeyy  hhaavvee  cchhiieeffss  ooff  tthheeiirr  oowwnn,,  wwhhoo  rruullee  wwiitthh  ssuucchh  

mmooddeerraattiioonn,,  tthhaatt  eevveerryy  aacctt  ooff  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  sseeeemmss  rraatthheerr  aann  aacctt  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  tthhaann  

ooff  oonnee  mmaann..        TThhiiss    ffoorrmm    ooff  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  iiss    eeaassiillyy  aaddmmiinniisstteerreedd,,  bbeeccaauussee  tthhee  

ppeeooppllee  aarree  ooff  aa  ggoooodd  aanndd  qquuiieett  ddiissppoossiittiioonn,,  aanndd  ssoo  wweellll  iinnssttrruucctteedd  iinn  wwhhaatt  iiss  jjuusstt  

aanndd  rriigghhtt,,  tthhaatt  aa  mmaann  wwhhoo  ddooeess  iillll  iiss    tthhee    aabboommiinnaattiioonn    ooff  aallll..  ..  ..  ..  TThheeyy  aarree    vveerryy  

iinndduussttrriioouuss  aanndd  ffrruuggaall,,  aanndd  rraaiissee  mmuucchh  mmoorree  ccoorrnn  aanndd  ccoottttoonn  tthhaann  tthheeyy  ccoonnssuummee,,  

wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  sseellll  aatt  rreeaassoonnaabbllee  rraatteess,,  aanndd  aarree  ssoo  rreemmaarrkkaabbllee  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  hhoossppiittaalliittyy  

tthhaatt  tthhee  nnaattiivveess  eesstteeeemm  iitt  aa  bblleessssiinngg  ttoo  hhaavvee  aa  PPhhoolleeyy  ttoowwnn  iinn  tthheeiirr  nneeiigghh--

bboouurrhhoooodd;;      bbeessiiddeess,,  tthheeiirr  bbeehhaavviioouurr  hhaass  ggaaiinneedd  tthheemm  ssuucchh  rreeppuuttaattiioonn  tthhaatt  iitt  iiss  

eesstteeeemmeedd  iinnffaammoouuss  ffoorr  aannyy  oonnee  ttoo  ttrreeaatt  tthheemm  iinn  aann  iinnhhoossppiittaabbllee  mmaannnneerr..        

TThhoouugghh  tthheeiirr  hhuummaanniittyy  eexxtteennddss  ttoo  aallll,,  tthheeyy  aarree  ddoouubbllyy  kkiinndd  ttoo  ppeeooppllee  ooff  tthheeiirr  

oowwnn  rraaccee;;    aanndd  iiff  tthheeyy  kknnooww  ooff  aannyy  ooff  tthheeiirr  bbooddyy  bbeeiinngg  mmaaddee  aa  ssllaavvee,,  aallll  tthhee  
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PPhhoolleeyyss  wwiillll  uunniittee  ttoo  rreeddeeeemm  hhiimm..        AAss  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  pplleennttyy  ooff  ffoooodd  tthheeyy  nneevveerr  

ssuuffffeerr  aannyy  ooff  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  wwaanntt;;  bbuutt  ssuuppppoorrtt  tthhee  oolldd,,  tthhee  bblliinndd,,  aanndd  tthhee  

llaammee,,  eeqquuaallllyy  wwiitthh  tthhee  ootthheerrss..      TThheeyy  aarree  sseellddoomm  aannggrryy,,  aanndd  II  nneevveerr  hheeaarrdd  tthheemm  

aabbuussee  oonnee  aannootthheerr;;  yyeett  tthhiiss  mmiillddnneessss  ddooeess  nnoott  pprroocceeeedd  ffrroomm  wwaanntt  ooff  ccoouurraaggee,,  ffoorr  

tthheeyy  aarree  aass  bbrraavvee  aass  aannyy  ppeeooppllee  ooff  AAffrriiccaa,,  aanndd  aarree  vveerryy  eexxppeerrtt  iinn  tthhee  uussee  ooff  tthheeiirr  

aarrmmss,,  wwhhiicchh  aarree  tthhee  aassssaaggaayy..  sshhoorrtt  ccuuttllaasssseess,,  bboowwss  aanndd  aarrrroowwss  aanndd  eevveenn  gguunnss    

uuppoonn    ooccccaassiioonn..  ..  ..  ..  TThheeyy  aarree  ssttrriicctt    MMaahhoommeettaannss;;  aanndd  ssccaarrcceellyy  aannyy  ooff  tthheemm  wwiillll  

ddrriinnkk  bbrraannddyy,,  oorr  aannyytthhiinngg  ssttrroonnggeerr  tthhaann  wwaatteerr..""  

  DDaannffooddiioo  uunniitteedd  iinnttoo  oonnee  ppoowweerrffuull  oorrggaanniissaattiioonn  tthheessee sseeppaarraattee  

ccoommmmuunniittiieess,,  ssccaatttteerreedd  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  vvaarriioouuss  HHaauussaa  ssttaatteess..  TThhee  ffiirrsstt  oouuttbbrreeaakk  

ooccccuurrrreedd  iinn  tthhee  yyeeaarr  11880022,,  iinn  tthhee  ssttiillll  ppaaggaann  kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  GGoobbeerr,,  wwhhiicchh  hhaadd  

ggaaiinneedd  aasscceennddaannccyy  oovveerr  tthhee  nnoorrtthheerrnnmmoosstt  ooff  tthhee  HHaauussaa  ssttaatteess;;  tthhee  aatttteemmpptt  ooff  tthhee  

kkiinngg  ooff  GGoobbeerr  ttoo  cchheecckk  tthhee  ggrroowwiinngg  ppoowweerr  ooff  tthhee  FFuullbbee  iinn  hhiiss  ddoommiinniioonnss  ccaauusseedd  

DDaannffooddiioo  ttoo  rraaiissee  tthhee  ssttaannddaarrdd  ooff  rreevvoolltt;;  hhee  ssoooonn  ffoouunndd  hhiimmsseellff  aatt  tthhee  hheeaadd  ooff  aa  

ppoowweerrffuull  aarrmmyy,,  wwhhiicchh  aattttaacckkeedd  nnoott  oonnllyy  tthhee  ppaaggaann  ttrriibbeess,,  ffoorrcciinngg  uuppoonn  tthheemm  tthhee  

ffaaiitthh  ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett,,  bbuutt  aallssoo  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  HHaauussaa  ssttaatteess..  TThheessee  ffeellll  oonnee  aafftteerr  

aannootthheerr  aanndd  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ooff  HHaauussaallaanndd  ccaammee  uunnddeerr  tthhee  rruullee  ooff  DDaannffooddiioo  bbeeffoorree  hhiiss  

ddeeaatthh  iinn  11881166..  HHiiss  ggrraavvee  iinn  SSookkoottoo  iiss  ssttiillll  aann  oobbjjeecctt  ooff  rreevveerreennccee  ttoo  llaarrggee  

nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  ppiillggrriimmss..  HHee  ddiivviiddeedd  hhiiss  kkiinnggddoomm  aammoonngg  hhiiss  ttwwoo  ssoonnss,,  wwhhoo  ssttiillll  

ffuurrtthheerr  eexxtteennddeedd  tthhee  bboouunnddaarryy  ooff  FFuullbbee  rruullee;;  AAddaammaauuaa,,  ffoouunnddeedd  iinn  11883377  oonn  tthhee  

rruuiinnss  ooff  sseevveerraall  ppaaggaann  kkiinnggddoommss,,  mmaarrkkss  tthhee  lliimmiitt  ooff  tthheeiirr  ccoonnqquueessttss  ttoo  tthhee  ssoouutthh--

eeaasstt;;  aanndd  tthhee  cciittyy  ooff  IIlloorriinn,,  iinn  tthhee  YYoorruubbaa  ccoouunnttrryy,,  ffoouunnddeedd  iinn  tthhee  lliiffeettiimmee  ooff  

DDaannffooddiioo,,  wwaass  tthhee  bbuullwwaarrkk  ooff  tthhee  PPuull  eemmppiirree  ttoo  tthhee  ssoouutthh--wweesstt..  WWiitthh  vvaarryyiinngg  

ffoorrttuunneess  tthhee  ddoommiinnaanntt  ppoowweerr  rreemmaaiinneedd  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  nniinneetteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  iinn  tthhee  

hhaannddss  ooff  tthhee  FFuullbbee,,  wwhhoo  sshhoowweedd  tthheemmsseellvveess  ccrruueell  aanndd  ffaannaattiiccaall  pprrooppaaggaannddiissttss  ooff  

IIssllaamm,,  uunnttiill  BBrriittiisshh  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn  wwaass  eessttaabblliisshheedd  iinn  NNiiggeerriiaa  iinn  11990000..    

TThhee  iinnttrroodduuccttiioonn  ooff  llaaww  aanndd  oorrddeerr  iinnttoo  SSoouutthheerrnn  NNiiggeerriiaa  hhaass  ffaavvoouurreedd  tthhee  

pprrooppaaggaannddaa  ooff  IIssllaamm  aass  iinn  ootthheerr  ppaarrttss  ooff  AAffrriiccaa  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  ccoommee  uunnddeerr  EEuurrooppeeaann  

rruullee..  TThhee  HHaauussaa  MMuusslliimmss,,  ssoommee  ooff  wwhhoomm  bbeelloonngg  ttoo  tthhee  TTiijjaanniiyyyyaahh  oorrddeerr,,  hhaavvee  

bbeeeenn  aabbllee  ttoo  mmoovvee  ffrreeeellyy  aabboouutt  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  aanndd  ttoo  ppeenneettrraattee  aammoonngg  ppaaggaann  ttrriibbeess  

wwhhiicchh  hhaadd  hhiitthheerrttoo  kkeepptt  aallll  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  iinnfflluueenncceess  rriiggiiddllyy  aatt  bbaayy..  IInn  tthhee  

YYoorruubbaa  ccoouunnttrryy  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  IIssllaamm  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  bbee  rraappiiddllyy  ggaaiinniinngg  ggrroouunndd..  TThheerree  iiss  

aa  lleeggeenndd  ooff  aann  uunnssuucccceessssffuull  aatttteemmpptt  mmaaddee  bbyy  aa  MMuusslliimm  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  aass  eeaarrllyy  aass  

tthhee  eelleevveenntthh  oorr  ttwweellfftthh  cceennttuurryy;;  hhee  wwaass  aa  HHaauussaa  wwhhoo  ccaammee  ttoo  IIffee,,  tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  

ccaappiittaall  ooff  tthhee  ppaaggaann  YYoorruubbaa  ccoouunnttrryy,,  aanndd  uusseedd  ttoo  ccaallll  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ttooggeetthheerr  aanndd  

rreeaadd  tthheemm  ppaassssaaggeess  ffrroomm  tthhee  QQuurr''āānn;;  hhee  ccoouulldd  oonnllyy  ssppeeaakk  tthhee  YYoorruubbaa  llaanngguuaaggee  

iimmppeerrffeeccttllyy,,  aanndd  wwiitthh  aa  ffoorreeiiggnn  aacccceenntt  hhee  wwoouulldd  rreeppeeaatt  ttoo  hhiiss  lliisstteenneerrss,,  ""  LLeett  uuss  

wwoorrsshhiipp  AAllllaahh  ::  HHee  ccrreeaatteedd  tthhee  mmoouunnttaaiinn,,  HHee  ccrreeaatteedd  tthhee  lloowwllaanndd,,  HHee  ccrreeaatteedd  

eevveerryytthhiinngg,,  HHee  ccrreeaatteedd  uuss..""  HHee  ddiidd tthhiiss  ffrroomm  ttiimmee  ttoo  ttiimmee  wwiitthhoouutt  ssuucccceeeeddiinngg  iinn  

wwiinnnniinngg  aa  ssiinnggllee  ccoonnvveerrtt,,  aanndd  ddiieedd  aa  ffeeww  mmoonntthhss  aafftteerr  hhiiss  aarrrriivvaall  iinn  IIffee..  AAfftteerr  hhiiss  

ddeeaatthh  hhiiss  QQuurr''aann  wwaass  ffoouunndd  hhaannggiinngg  oonn  aa  ppeegg  iinn  tthhee  wwaallll  ooff  hhiiss  rroooomm,,  aanndd  iitt  

ccaammee  ttoo  bbee  wwoorrsshhiippppeedd  aass  aa  ffeettiisshh..
11
  WWhheerree  tthhiiss  eeaarrllyy  aappoossttllee  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ffaaiilleedd,,  

                                                           
1
 RR..  EE..  DDeennnneetttt::  NNiiggeerriiaann  SSttuuddiieess,,  pppp..  1122,,  7755..        ((LLoonnddoonn,,  11991100..)) 



 245 

hhiiss  mmooddeerrnn  ccoo--rreelliiggiioonniissttss  hhaavvee  aacchhiieevveedd  aa  rreemmaarrkkaabbllee  ssuucccceessss..  DDuurriinngg  tthhee  

ppeerriioodd  ooff  aannaarrcchhyy  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  BBrriittiisshh  ooccccuuppaattiioonn,,  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  wweerree  ffoorr  tthhee  mmoosstt  

ppaarrtt  ccoonnggrreeggaatteedd  iinn  llaarrggee,,  wwaalllleedd  ttoowwnnss,,  bbuutt  uunnddeerr  tthhee  nneeww  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  ooff  sseeccuurriittyy  

tthheeyy  aarree  aabbllee  ttoo  rreessiiddee  ppeerrmmaanneennttllyy  iinn  vviillllaaggeess,,  aanndd  nneeaarr  tthhee  sscceenneess  ooff  tthheeiirr  

aaggrriiccuullttuurraall  llaabboouurrss,,  aanndd  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  iinnfflluueenncceess  hhaavvee  tthhuuss  bbeeccoommee  mmoorree  

wwiiddeellyy  eexxtteennddeedd  oovveerr  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy..  AAss  iinn  GGeerrmmaann  EEaasstt  AAffrriiccaa,,  tthhee  pprreesseennccee  ooff  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  aammoonngg  tthhee  nnaattiivvee  ttrrooooppss  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ffoouunndd  ttoo  bbee  ffaavvoouurraabbllee  ttoo  tthhee  

eexxtteennssiioonn  ooff  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh,,  aanndd  tthhee  ppaaggaann  rreeccrruuiittss  oofftteenn  aaddoopptt  IIssllaamm  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  

eessccaappee  rriiddiiccuullee  aanndd  ggaaiinn  iinn  sseellff--rreessppeecctt..
11
  IInn  tthhee  IIjjeebbuu  ccoouunnttrryy  aallssoo,,  iinn  SSoouutthheerrnn  

NNiiggeerriiaa,,  aa  qquuiittee  rreecceenntt  pprrooppaaggaannddiisstt  mmoovveemmeenntt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  oobbsseerrvveedd;;  IIssllaamm  wwaass  

oonnllyy  iinnttrroodduucceedd  iinnttoo  tthhiiss  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  iinn  11889933,,  aanndd  iinn  11990088  tthheerree  wwaass  oonnee  

ttoowwnn  wwiitthh  ttwweennttyy,,  aanndd  aannootthheerr  wwiitthh  ttwweellvvee  mmoossqquueess..
22
  TThhiiss  rraappiidd  sspprreeaadd  ooff  tthhee  

MMuusslliimm  ffaaiitthh  iiss  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  nnoottiicceeaabbllee  aalloonngg  tthhee  bbaannkkss  ooff  tthhee  rriivveerr  NNiiggeerr  iinn  

SSoouutthheerrnn  NNiiggeerriiaa;;  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  rreeppoorrttss::  ""  WWhheenn  II  ccaammee  oouutt  iinn  11889988  

tthheerree  wweerree  ffeeww  MMoohhaammmmeeddaannss  ttoo  bbee  sseeeenn  bbeellooww  IIddddaahh..
33
  NNooww  tthheeyy  aarree  

eevveerryywwhheerree,,  eexxcceeppttiinngg  bbeellooww  AAbboo,,  aanndd  aatt  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  rraattee  ooff  pprrooggrreessss  tthheerree  wwiillll  

ssccaarrcceellyy  bbee  aa  hheeaatthheenn  vviillllaaggee  oonn  tthhee  rriivveerr--bbaannkkss  bbyy  11991100..""
44 

  TThheerree  hhaass  tthhuuss  bbeeeenn  mmuucchh  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  wwoorrkk  ddoonnee  ffoorr  IIssllaamm  iinn  tthhiiss  ppaarrtt  ooff  

AAffrriiccaa  bbyy  mmeenn  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  nneevveerr  ttaakkeenn  uupp  tthhee  sswwoorrdd  ttoo  ffuurrtthheerr  tthheeiirr  eenndd,,——tthhee  

ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  hheeaatthheenn..  SSuucchh  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  rreelliiggiioouuss  oorrddeerrss,,  wwhhiicchh  ffoorrmm  ssuucchh  aa  pprroommiinneenntt  ffeeaattuurree  ooff  tthhee  

rreelliiggiioouuss  lliiffee  ooff  NNoorrtthheerrnn  AAffrriiccaa..  TThheeiirr  eeffffoorrttss  hhaavvee  aacchhiieevveedd  ggrreeaatt  rreessuullttss  dduurriinngg  

tthhee  nniinneetteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  aanndd  tthhoouugghh  ddoouubbttlleessss  mmuucchh  ooff  tthheeiirr  wwoorrkk  hhaass  nneevveerr  bbeeeenn  

rreeccoorrddeedd,,  ssttiillll  wwee  hhaavvee  aaccccoouunnttss  ooff  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  mmoovveemmeennttss  iinniittiiaatteedd  bbyy  tthheemm..  

  OOff  tthheessee  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  eeaarrlliieesstt  oowweedd  iittss  iinncceeppttiioonn  ttoo  SSīī  AAḥḥ mmaadd  bb..  IIddrrīīss,,
55
  wwhhoo  

eennjjooyyeedd  aa  wwiiddee  rreeppuuttaattiioonn  aass  aa  rreelliiggiioouuss  tteeaacchheerr  iinn  MMeeccccaa  ffrroomm  11779977  ttoo  11883333,,  

aanndd  wwaass  tthhee  ssppiirriittuuaall  cchhiieeff  ooff  tthhee  KKhhaaḍḍ rriiyyyyaahh;;  bbeeffoorree  hhiiss  ddeeaatthh  iinn  11883355  hhee  sseenntt  

oonnee  ooff  hhiiss  ddiisscciipplleess,,  bbyy  nnaammee  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  ''UUtthhmmāānn  aall--AAmmīīiirr  GGhhaannīī,,  oonn  aa  

pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  eexxppeeddiittiioonn  iinnttoo  AAffrriiccaa..  CCrroossssiinngg  tthhee  RReedd  SSeeaa  ttoo  KKoossssaayyrr,,  hhee  mmaaddee  

hhiiss  wwaayy  iinnllaanndd  ttoo  tthhee  NNiillee;;  hheerree,,  aammoonngg  aa  MMuusslliimm  ppooppuullaattiioonn,,  hhiiss  eeffffoorrttss  wweerree  

mmaaiinnllyy  ccoonnffiinneedd  ttoo  eennrroolllliinngg  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  oorrddeerr  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  hhee  bbeelloonnggeedd,,  bbuutt  iinn  

hhiiss  jjoouurrnneeyy  uupp  tthhee  rriivveerr  hhee  ddiidd  nnoott  mmeeeett  wwiitthh  mmuucchh  ssuucccceessss  uunnttiill  hhee  rreeaacchheedd  

AAṣṣ wwāānn;;  ffrroomm  tthhiiss  ppooiinntt  uupp  ttoo  DDoonnggoollaa,,  hhiiss  jjoouurrnneeyy  bbeeccaammee  qquuiittee  aa  ttrriiuummpphhaanntt  

pprrooggrreessss;;  tthhee  NNuubbiiaannss  hhaasstteenneedd  ttoo  jjooiinn  hhiiss  oorrddeerr,,  aanndd  tthhee  rrooyyaall  ppoommpp  wwiitthh  wwhhiicchh  

hhee  wwaass  ssuurrrroouunnddeedd  pprroodduucceedd  aann  iimmpprreessssiivvee  eeffffeecctt  oonn  tthhiiss  ppeeooppllee,,  aanndd  aatt  tthhee  ssaammee  

ttiimmee  tthhee  ffaammee  ooff  hhiiss  mmiirraacclleess  aattttrraacctteedd  ttoo  hhiimm  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  ffoolllloowweerrss..  AAtt  

DDoonnggoollaa  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  ''UUtthhmmāānn  lleefftt  tthhee  vvaalllleeyy  ooff  tthhee  NNiillee  ttoo  ggoo  ttoo  KKoorrddooffaann,,  

wwhheerree  hhee  mmaaddee  aa  lloonngg  ssttaayy,,  aanndd  iitt  wwaass  hheerree  tthhaatt  hhiiss  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  wwoorrkk  aammoonngg  

uunnbbeelliieevveerrss  bbeeggaann..  MMaannyy  ttrriibbeess  iinn  tthhiiss  ccoouunnttrryy  aanndd  aabboouutt  SSeennnnaaaarr  wweerree  ssttiillll  

                                                           
1
 IIssllaamm  aanndd  MMiissssiioonnss,,  pppp..  7711--33..        TThhee  MMoosslleemm  WWoorrlldd,,  pppp..  229966--77,,  335511 

2
 CChhuurrcchh  MMiissssiioonnaarryy  RReevviieeww  ((11990088)),,  pp..  664400.. 

3
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4
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5
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ppaaggaann,,  aanndd  aammoonngg  tthheessee  tthhee  pprreeaacchhiinngg  ooff  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  ''UUtthhmmāānn  aacchhiieevveedd  aa  vveerryy  

rreemmaarrkkaabbllee  ssuucccceessss,,  aanndd  hhee  ssoouugghhtt  ttoo  mmaakkee  hhiiss  iinnfflluueennccee  ppeerrmmaanneenntt  bbyy  

ccoonnttrraaccttiinngg  sseevveerraall  mmaarrrriiaaggeess,,  tthhee  iissssuuee  ooff  wwhhiicchh,,  aafftteerr  hhiiss  ddeeaatthh  iinn  11885533,,  ccaarrrriieedd  

oonn  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ooff  tthhee  oorrddeerr  hhee  ffoouunnddeedd——ccaalllleedd  aafftteerr  hhiiss  nnaammee  tthhee  AAmmīīrrgghhaanniiyyyyaahh..
11
  

  AA  ffeeww  yyeeaarrss  bbeeffoorree  tthhiiss  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  ttoouurr  ooff  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  ''UUtthhmmāānn,,  tthhee  

ttrrooooppss  ooff  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  ''AAllīī,,  tthhee  ffoouunnddeerr  ooff  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddyynnaassttyy  ooff  EEggyypptt,,  hhaadd  

bbeegguunn  ttoo  eexxtteenndd  tthheeiirr  ccoonnqquueessttss  iinnttoo  tthhee  EEaasstteerrnn  SSuuddaann,,  aanndd  tthhee  eemmiissssaarriieess  ooff  tthhee  

vvaarriioouuss  rreelliiggiioouuss  oorrddeerrss  iinn  EEggyypptt  wweerree  eennccoouurraaggeedd  bbyy  tthhee  EEggyyppttiiaann  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt,,  

iinn  tthhee  hhooppee  tthhaatt  tthheeiirr  llaabboouurrss  wwoouulldd  aassssiisstt  iinn  tthhee  ppaacciiffiiccaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  ttoo  

ccaarrrryy  oonn  aa  pprrooppaaggaannddaa  iinn  tthhiiss  nneewwllyy--aaccqquuiirreedd  tteerrrriittoorryy,,  wwhheerree  tthheeyy  llaabboouurreedd  wwiitthh  

ssoo  mmuucchh  ssuucccceessss,,  tthhaatt  tthhee  rreecceenntt  iinnssuurrrreeccttiioonn  iinn  tthhee  SSuuddaann  uunnddeerr  tthhee  MMaahhddii  hhaass  

bbeeeenn  aattttrriibbuutteedd  ttoo  tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  ffeerrvvoouurr  tthheeiirr  pprreeaacchhiinngg  eexxcciitteedd..
22
  

  IInn  tthhee  WWeesstt  ooff  AAffrriiccaa  ttwwoo  oorrddeerrss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  eessppeecciiaallllyy  iinnssttrruummeennttaall  iinn  tthhee  

sspprreeaadd  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  tthhee  QQāāddiirriiyyyyaahh  aanndd  tthhee  TTiijjāānniiyyyyaahh..  TThhee  ffoorrmmeerr,,  tthhee  mmoosstt  

wwiiddeesspprreeaadd  ooff  tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  oorrddeerrss  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  wwaass  ffoouunnddeedd  iinn  tthhee  ttwweellfftthh  cceennttuurryy  

bbyy  ''AAbbdd  aall--QQāāddiirr  aall--JJīīllāānnīī,,  ssaaiidd  ttoo  bbee  tthhee  mmoosstt  ppooppuullaarr  aanndd  mmoosstt  uunniivveerrssaallllyy  

rreevveerreedd  ooff  aallll  tthhee  ssaaiinnttss  ooff  IIssllaamm,,
33
——aanndd  wwaass  iinnttrroodduucceedd  iinnttoo  WWeesstteerrnn  AAffrriiccaa  iinn  

tthhee  ffiifftteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  bbyy  eemmiiggrraannttss  ffrroomm  TTuuaatt,,  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ooaasseess  iinn  tthhee  wweesstteerrnn  

hhaallff  ooff  tthhee  SSaahhaarraa;;  tthheeyy  mmaaddee  WWaallaattaa  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  cceennttrree  ooff  tthheeiirr  oorrggaanniissaattiioonn,,  bbuutt  

llaatteerr  oonn  tthheeiirr  ddeesscceennddaannttss  wweerree  ddrriivveenn  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  tthhiiss  ttoowwnn,,  aanndd  ttooookk  rreeffuuggee  iinn  

TTiimmbbuukkttuu,,  ffuurrtthheerr  ttoo  tthhee  eeaasstt..  IInn  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  nniinneetteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  tthhee  

ggrreeaatt  ssppiirriittuuaall  rreevviivvaall  tthhaatt  wwaass  ssoo  pprrooffoouunnddllyy  iinnfflluueenncciinngg  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  

wwoorrlldd,,  ssttiirrrreedd  uupp  tthhee  QQāāddiirriiyyyyaahh  ooff  tthhee  SSaahhaarraa  aanndd  tthhee  WWeesstteerrnn  SSuuddaann  ttoo  

rreenneewweedd  lliiffee  aanndd  eenneerrggyy,,  aanndd  bbeeffoorree  lloonngg,,  lleeaarrnneedd  tthheeoollooggiiaannss  oorr  ssmmaallll  ccoolloonniieess  

ooff  ppeerrssoonnss  aaffffiilliiaatteedd  ttoo  tthhee  oorrddeerr  wweerree  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  ssccaatttteerreedd  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  

WWeesstteerrnn  SSuuddaann  ffrroomm  tthhee  SSeenneeggaall  ttoo  tthhee  mmoouutthh  ooff  tthhee  NNiiggeerr..  TThhee  cchhiieeff  cceennttrreess  ooff  

tthheeiirr  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  oorrggaanniissaattiioonn  aarree  iinn  KKaannkkaa,,  TTiimmbboo  ((FFuuttaahh--JJaalllloonn))  aanndd  MMuussaarrdduu  

((iinn  tthhee  MMaannddiinnggoo  ccoouunnttrryy))..
44
  TThheessee  iinniittiiaatteess  ffoorrmmeedd  cceennttrreess  ooff  IIssllaammiicc  iinnfflluueennccee  

iinn  tthhee  mmiiddsstt  ooff  aa  ppaaggaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn,,  aammoonngg  wwhhoomm  tthheeyy  rreecceeiivveedd  aa  wweellccoommee  aass  

ppuubblliicc  ssccrriibbeess,,  lleeggiissttss,,  wwrriitteerrss  ooff  aammuulleettss,,  aanndd  sscchhoooollmmaasstteerrss  ::  ggrraadduuaallllyy  tthheeyy  

wwoouulldd  aaccqquuiirree  iinnfflluueennccee  oovveerr  tthheeiirr  nneeww  ssuurrrroouunnddiinnggss,,  aanndd  iissoollaatteedd  ccaasseess  ooff  

ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  wwoouulldd  ssoooonn  ggrrooww  iinnttoo  aa  lliittttllee  bbaanndd  ooff  ccoonnvveerrttss,,  tthhee  mmoosstt  pprroommiissiinngg  ooff  

wwhhoomm  wwoouulldd  oofftteenn  bbee  sseenntt  ttoo  ccoommpplleettee  tthheeiirr  ssttuuddiieess  aatt  tthhee  cchhiieeff  cceennttrreess  ooff  tthhee  

oorrddeerr,,  oorr  eevveenn  ttoo  tthhee  sscchhoooollss  ooff  KKaaiirrwwaann  oorr  TTrriippoollii,,  oorr  ttoo  tthhee  uunniivveerrssiittiieess  ooff  FFeezz  

aanndd  aall--AAzzhhaarr  iinn  CCaaiirroo..
55
  HHeerree  tthheeyy  mmiigghhtt  rreemmaaiinn  ffoorr  sseevveerraall  yyeeaarrss,,  uunnttiill  tthheeyy  hhaadd  

ppeerrffeecctteedd  tthheeiirr  tthheeoollooggiiccaall  ssttuuddiieess,,  aanndd  wwoouulldd  tthheenn  rreettuurrnn  ttoo  tthheeiirr  nnaattiivvee  ppllaaccee,,  

ffuullllyy  eeqquuiippppeedd  ffoorr  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ooff  sspprreeaaddiinngg  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  aammoonngg  tthheeiirr  ffeellllooww--ccoouunnttrryy--

mmeenn..  IInn  tthhiiss  wwaayy  aa  lleeaavveenn  hhaass  bbeeeenn  iinnttrroodduucceedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  mmiiddsstt  ooff  ffeettiisshh--

wwoorrsshhiippppeerrss  aanndd  iiddoollaatteerrss,,  wwhhiicchh  hhaass  ggrraadduuaallllyy  sspprreeaadd  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  IIssllaamm  ssuurreellyy  
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aanndd  sstteeaaddiillyy,,  tthhoouugghh  bbyy  aallmmoosstt  iimmppeerrcceeppttiibbllee  ddeeggrreeeess..  UUpp  ttoo  tthhee  mmiiddddllee  ooff  tthhee  

nniinneetteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  mmoosstt  ooff  tthhee  sscchhoooollss  iinn  tthhee  SSuuddaann  wweerree  ffoouunnddeedd  aanndd  

ccoonndduucctteedd  bbyy  tteeaacchheerrss  ttrraaiinneedd  uunnddeerr  tthhee  aauussppiicceess  ooff  tthhee  QQāāddiirriiyyyyaahh  aanndd  tthheeiirr  

oorrggaanniissaattiioonn  pprroovviiddeedd  ffoorr  aa  rreegguullaarr  aanndd  ccoonnttiinnuuoouuss  ssyysstteemm  ooff  pprrooppaaggaannddaa  aammoonngg  

tthhee  hheeaatthheenn  ttrriibbeess..  TThhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  wwoorrkk  ooff  tthhiiss  oorrddeerr  hhaass  bbeeeenn  eennttiirreellyy  ooff  aa  

ppeeaacceeffuull  cchhaarraacctteerr,,  aanndd  hhaass  rreelliieedd  wwhhoollllyy  oonn  ppeerrssoonnaall  eexxaammppllee  aanndd  pprreecceepptt,,  oonn  

tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  tthhee  tteeaacchheerr  oovveerr  hhiiss  ppuuppiillss,,  aanndd  oonn  tthhee  sspprreeaadd  ooff  eedduuccaattiioonn..
11
  IInn  

tthhiiss  wwaayy  tthhee  QQāāddiirriiyyyyaahh  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  ooff  tthhee  SSuuddaann  hhaavvee  sshhoowwnn  tthheemmsseellvveess  ttrruuee  

ttoo  tthhee  pprriinncciipplleess  ooff  tthheeiirr  ffoouunnddeerr  aanndd  tthhee  uunniivveerrssaall  ttrraaddiittiioonn  ooff  tthheeiirr  oorrddeerr..  FFoorr  

tthhee  gguuiiddiinngg  pprriinncciipplleess  tthhaatt  ggoovveerrnneedd  tthhee  lliiffee  ooff  ''AAbbdd  aall--QQāāddiirr  wweerree  lloovvee  ooff  hhiiss  

nneeiigghhbboouurr  aanndd  ttoolleerraattiioonn::  tthhoouugghh  kkiinnggss  aanndd  mmeenn  ooff  wweeaalltthh  sshhoowweerreedd  tthheeiirr  ggiiffttss  

uuppoonn  hhiimm,,  hhiiss  bboouunnddlleessss  cchhaarriittyy  kkeepptt  hhiimm  aallwwaayyss  ppoooorr,,  aanndd  iinn  nnoonnee  ooff  hhiiss  bbooookkss  

oorr  pprreecceeppttss  aarree  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  aannyy  eexxpprreessssiioonnss  ooff  iillll--wwiillll  oorr  eennmmiittyy  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaannss;;  wwhheenneevveerr  hhee  ssppookkee  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  tthhee  BBooookk,,  iitt  wwaass  oonnllyy  ttoo  eexxpprreessss  

hhiiss  ssoorrrrooww  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioouuss  eerrrroorrss,,  aanndd  ttoo  pprraayy  tthhaatt  GGoodd  mmiigghhtt  eennlliigghhtteenn  tthheemm..  

TThhiiss  ttoolleerraanntt  aattttiittuuddee  hhee  bbeeqquueeaatthheedd  aass  aa  lleeggaaccyy  ttoo  hhiiss  ddiisscciipplleess,,  aanndd  iitt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  aa  

ssttrriikkiinngg  cchhaarraacctteerriissttiicc  ooff  hhiiss  ffoolllloowweerrss  iinn  aallll  aaggeess..
22
  

  TThhee  TTiijjāānniiyyyyaahh,,  bbeelloonnggiinngg  ttoo  aann  oorrddeerr  ffoouunnddeedd  iinn  AAllggiieerrss  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  eenndd  

ooff  tthhee  eeiigghhtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  hhaavvee,,  ssiinnccee  tthheeiirr  eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt  iinn  tthhee  SSuuddaann  aabboouutt  tthhee  

mmiiddddllee  ooff  tthhee  nniinneetteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  ppuurrssuueedd  tthhee  ssaammee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  mmeetthhooddss  aass  tthhee  

QQāāddiirriiyyyyaahh,,  aanndd  tthheeiirr  nnuummeerroouuss  sscchhoooollss  hhaavvee  ccoonnttrriibbuutteedd  llaarrggeellyy  ttoo  tthhee  

pprrooppaaggaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh;;  bbuutt,,  uunnlliikkee  tthhee  ffoorrmmeerr,,  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  nnoott  rreeffrraaiinneedd  ffrroomm  

aappppeeaalliinngg  ttoo  tthhee  sswwoorrdd  ttoo  aassssiisstt  iinn  tthhee  ffuurrtthheerraannccee  ooff  tthheeiirr  sscchheemmee  ooff  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn,,  

aanndd,,  uunnffoorrttuunnaatteellyy  ffoorr  aa  ttrruuee  eessttiimmaattee  ooff  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  wwoorrkk  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  

WWeesstteerrnn  AAffrriiccaa,,  tthhee  ffaammee  ooff  tthheeiirr  JJiihhāāddss  oorr  rreelliiggiioouuss  wwaarrss  hhaass  tthhrroowwnn  iinnttoo  tthhee  

sshhaaddee  tthhee  ssuucccceesssseess  ooff  tthhee  ppeeaacceeffuull  pprrooppaaggaannddiisstt,,  tthhoouugghh  tthhee  llaabboouurrss  ooff  tthhee  llaatttteerr  

hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  mmoorree  eeffffeeccttuuaall  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  sspprreeaadd  ooff  IIssllaamm  tthhaann  tthhee  ccrreeaattiioonn  ooff  ppeettttyy,,  

sshhoorrtt--lliivveedd  ddyynnaassttiieess..  TThhee  rreeccoorrddss  ooff  ccaammppaaiiggnnss,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  

iinntteerrffeerreedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  ccoommmmeerrcciiaall  pprroojjeeccttss  oorr  sscchheemmeess  ooff  ccoonnqquueesstt  ooff  tthhee  wwhhiittee  

mmeenn,,  hhaavvee  nnaattuurraallllyy  aattttrraacctteedd  tthhee  aatttteennttiioonn  ooff  EEuurrooppeeaannss  mmoorree  tthhaann  tthhee  

uunnoobbttrruussiivvee  llaabboouurrss  ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  pprreeaacchheerr  aanndd  sscchhoooollmmaasstteerr..  BBuutt  tthhee  

hhiissttoorryy  ooff  ssuucchh  mmoovveemmeennttss  ppoosssseesssseess  tthhiiss  iimmppoorrttaannccee,,  tthhaatt——aass  hhaass  oofftteenn  hhaapp--

ppeenneedd  iinn  tthhee  ccaassee  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  mmiissssiioonnss  aallssoo——ccoonnqquueesstt  hhaass  ooppeenneedd  oouutt  nneeww  

ffiieellddss  ffoorr  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  aaccttiivviittyy,,  aanndd  ffoorrcciibbllyy  iimmpprreesssseedd  oonn  tthhee  mmiinnddss  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthhffuull  

tthhee  eexxiisstteennccee  ooff  llaarrggee  ttrraaccttss  ooff  ccoouunnttrryy  wwhhoossee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ssttiillll  rreemmaaiinneedd  

uunnccoonnvveerrtteedd..  

  TThhee  ffiirrsstt  ooff  tthheessee  mmiilliittaanntt  pprrooppaaggaannddiisstt  mmoovveemmeennttss  oonn  tthhee  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  

mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  TTiijjāānniiyyyyaahh  oorrddeerr  oowweess  iittss  iinncceeppttiioonn  ttoo  aall--ḤḤ āājjjj  ''UUmmaarr,,  wwhhoo  hhaadd  

bbeeeenn  iinniittiiaatteedd  iinnttoo  tthhiiss  oorrddeerr  bbyy  aa  lleeaaddeerr  ooff  tthhee  sseecctt  wwhhoossee  aaccqquuaaiinnttaannccee  hhee  mmaaddee  

iinn  MMeeccccaa..  HHee  wwaass  bboorrnn  iinn  11779977,,  nneeaarr  PPooddoorr  oonn  tthhee  LLoowweerr  SSeenneeggaall,,  aanndd  aappppeeaarrss  

ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aa  mmaann  ooff  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  eennddoowwmmeennttss  aanndd  ppeerrssoonnaall  iinnfflluueennccee,,  aanndd  ooff  

                                                           
1
 LLee  CChhaatteelliieerr  ((22)),,  pppp..  110000--99.. 

2
 RRiinnnn,,  pp..  117744.. 



 248 

aa  ccoommmmaannddiinngg  pprreesseennccee..  HHee  wwaass  tthhee  ssoonn  ooff  aa  mmaarraabboouutt  aanndd  rreecceeiivveedd  aa  ccaarreeffuull  

rreelliiggiioouuss  eedduuccaattiioonn;;  hhee  wwaass  aallrreeaaddyy  ffaammeedd  ffoorr  hhiiss  lleeaarrnniinngg  aanndd  ppiieettyy  wwhheenn  hhee  sseett  

oouutt  oonn  tthhee  ppiillggrriimmaaggee  ttoo  MMeeccccaa  iinn  11882277..  HHee  ddiidd  nnoott  rreettuurrnn  ttoo  hhiiss  oowwnn  ccoouunnttrryy  

uunnttiill  11883333,,  wwhheenn  hhee  ccoommmmeenncceedd  aann  aaccttiivvee  pprrooppaaggaannddaa  ooff  tthhee  tteeaacchhiinngg  ooff  tthhee  

TTiijjāānniiyyyyaahh  oorrddeerr,,  ffiieerrcceellyy  aattttaacckkiinngg  hhiiss  ccoo--rreelliiggiioonniissttss  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  iiggnnoorraannccee  aanndd  

tthheeiirr  lluukkeewwaarrmmnneessss,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  tthhee  aaddeeppttss  ooff  tthhee  QQaaddiirriiyyyyaahh  oorrddeerr,,  wwhhoossee  

ttoolleerraattiioonn  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  eexxcciitteedd  hhiiss  wwrraatthh..  HHee  ttrraavveerrsseedd  tthhee  CCeennttrraall  SSuuddaann,,  

wwiinnnniinngg  mmaannyy  aaddhheerreennttss  aanndd  rreecceeiivviinngg  hhoonnoouurr  aass  aa  nneeww  pprroopphheett,,  uunnttiill  aabboouutt  

11884411  hhee  rreeaacchheedd  FFuuttaahh--JJaalllloonn,,  wwhheerree  hhee  aarrmmeedd  hhiiss  ffoolllloowweerrss  aanndd  ccoommmmeenncceedd  aa  

sseerriieess  ooff  pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  eexxppeeddiittiioonnss  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhoossee  ttrriibbeess  tthhaatt  ssttiillll  rreemmaaiinneedd  ppaaggaann  

aabboouutt  tthhee  UUppppeerr  NNiiggeerr  aanndd  tthhee  SSeenneeggaall..  IItt  wwaass  iinn  oonnee  ooff  tthheessee  eexxppeeddiittiioonnss  tthhaatt  hhee  

mmeett  hhiiss  ddeeaatthh  iinn  11886655..  HHiiss  ssoonn,,  AAḥḥ mmaadduu  SShhaayykkhhuu,,  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  iinn  hhoollddiinngg  

ttooggeetthheerr  tthhee  vvaarriioouuss  pprroovviinncceess  ooff  hhiiss  ffaatthheerr''ss  kkiinnggddoomm  ffoorr  aa  ffeeww  yyeeaarrss  oonnllyy;;  

iinntteerrnnaall  ccoonnfflliiccttss  aanndd  tthhee  aaddvvaannccee  ooff  tthhee  FFrreenncchh  bbrrookkee  uupp  tthhee  TTiijjaanniiyyyyaahh  eemmppiirree,,  

aanndd  tthheeiirr  tteerrrriittoorriieess  ppaasssseedd  uunnddeerr  tthhee  rruullee  ooff  ffrraannccee..
11
  

  SSoommee  mmeennttiioonn  hhaass  aallrreeaaddyy  bbeeeenn  mmaaddee  ooff  tthhee  iinnttrroodduuccttiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinnttoo  

tthhiiss  ppaarrtt  ooff  AAffrriiccaa..  TThhee  sseeeedd  ppllaanntteedd  hheerree  bbyy  ''AAbbdd  AAllllaahh  bb..  YYaassiinn  aanndd  hhiiss  

ccoommppaanniioonnss,,  wwaass  ffrruuccttiiffiieedd  bbyy  ccoonnttiinnuuaall  ccoonnttaacctt  wwiitthh  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  mmeerrcchhaannttss  

aanndd  tteeaacchheerrss,,  aanndd  wwiitthh  tthhee  AArraabbss  ooff  tthhee  ooaassiiss  ooff  aall--ḤḤ aawwḍḍ   aanndd  ootthheerrss..  AA  ttrraavveelllleerr  

ooff  tthhee  ffiifftteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  tteellllss  hhooww  tthhee  AArraabbss  ssttrroovvee  ttoo  tteeaacchh  tthhee  NNeeggrroo  cchhiieeffss  tthhee  

llaaww  ooff  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd,,  ppooiinnttiinngg  oouutt  hhooww  sshhaammeeffuull  aa  tthhiinngg  iitt  wwaass  ffoorr  tthheemm,,  bbeeiinngg  

cchhiieeffss,,  ttoo  lliivvee  wwiitthhoouutt  aannyy  ooff  GGoodd''ss  llaawwss,,  aanndd  ttoo  ddoo  aass  tthhee  bbaassee  ffoollkk  ddiidd  wwhhoo  

lliivveedd  wwiitthhoouutt  aannyy  llaaww  aatt  aallll..  FFrroomm  wwhhiicchh  iitt  wwoouulldd  aappppeeaarr  tthhaatt  tthheessee  eeaarrllyy  

mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  ttooookk  aaddvvaannttaaggee  ooff  tthhee  iimmppoossiinngg  cchhaarraacctteerr  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  rreelliiggiioonn  

aanndd  ccoonnssttiittuuttiioonn  ttoo  iimmpprreessss  tthhee  mmiinnddss  ooff  tthheessee  uunncciivviilliisseedd  ssaavvaaggeess..
22
    

  WWee  hhaavvee  aammpplleerr  ddeettaaiillss  ooff  aa  mmoorree  rreecceenntt  mmoovveemmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  ssaammee  kkiinndd,,  

wwhhiicchh  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  sseett  oonn  ffoooott  iinn  tthhee  ssoouutthh  ooff  SSeenneeggaammbbiiaa  bbyy  aa  MMaannddiinnggoo,,  nnaammeedd  

ṢṢ aammuudduu,,  ccoommmmoonnllyy  kknnoowwnn  bbyy  tthhee  nnaammee  SSaammoorryy,,  aa  ppaaggaann  ssoollddiieerr  ooff  ffoorrttuunnee  

bboorrnn  aabboouutt  11884466,,  wwhhoo  bbeeccaammee  aa  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  eeaarrllyy  iinn  tthhee  ccoouurrssee  ooff  hhiiss  ccaarreeeerr  

aanndd  ffoouunnddeedd  aann  eemmppiirree,,  ssoouutthh  ooff  SSeenneeggaammbbiiaa,,  iinn  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  wwaatteerreedd  bbyy  tthhee  

uuppppeerr  bbaassiinn  ooff  tthhee  NNiiggeerr  aanndd  iittss  ttrriibbuuttaarriieess..  AAnn  AArraabbiicc  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  tthhee  ccaarreeeerr  ooff  

SSaammoorryy,,  wwrriitttteenn  bbyy  aa  nnaattiivvee  cchhrroonniicclleerr,,  ggiivveess  uuss  ssoommee  iinntteerreessttiinngg  ddeettaaiillss  ooff  hhiiss  

aacchhiieevveemmeennttss..  IItt  bbeeggiinnss  aass  ffoolllloowwss  ::  ""  TThhiiss  iiss  aann  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  tthhee  JJiihhāādd  ooff  tthhee  

IImmāāmm  AAḥḥ mmaadduu  ṢṢ aammuudduu,,  aa  MMaannddiinnggoo..  ..  ..  ..  GGoodd  ccoonnffeerrrreedd  uuppoonn  hhiimm  HHiiss  hheellpp  

ccoonnttiinnuuaallllyy  aafftteerr  hhee  bbeeggaann  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ooff  vviissiittiinngg  tthhee  iiddoollaattrroouuss  ppaaggaannss,,  wwhhoo  ddwweellll  

bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  sseeaa  aanndd  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  ooff  WWaassuulluu,,  wwiitthh  aa  vviieeww  ooff  iinnvviittiinngg  tthheemm  ttoo  

ffoollllooww  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  GGoodd,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  IIssllaamm..  KKnnooww  aallll  yyee  wwhhoo  rreeaadd  tthhiiss——  tthhaatt  tthhee  

ffiirrsstt  eeffffoorrtt  ooff  tthhee  IImmāāmm  ṢṢ aammuudduu  wwaass  aa  ttoowwnn  nnaammeedd  FFuulliinnddiiyyaahh..  FFoolllloowwiinngg  tthhee  

BBooookk  aanndd  tthhee  LLaaww  aanndd  tthhee  TTrraaddiittiioonnss,,  hhee  sseenntt  mmeesssseennggeerrss  ttoo  tthhee  kkiinngg  aatt  tthhaatt  

ttoowwnn,,  SSiinnddiidduu  bbyy  nnaammee,,  iinnvviittiinngg  hhiimm  ttoo  ssuubbmmiitt  ttoo  hhiiss  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt,,  aabbaannddoonn  tthhee  

wwoorrsshhiipp  ooff  iiddoollss  aanndd  wwoorrsshhiipp  oonnee  GGoodd,,  tthhee  EExxaalltteedd,,  tthhee  TTrruuee,,  wwhhoossee  sseerrvviiccee  iiss  
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pprrooffiittaabbllee  ttoo  HHiiss  ppeeooppllee  iinn  tthhiiss  wwoorrlldd  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  nneexxtt;;  bbuutt  tthheeyy  rreeffuusseedd  ttoo  ssuubbmmiitt..  

TThheenn  hhee  iimmppoosseedd  aa  ttrriibbuuttee  uuppoonn  tthheemm,,  aass  tthhee  QQuurr''āānn  ccoommmmaannddss  oonn  tthhiiss  ssuubbjjeecctt;;  

bbuutt  tthheeyy  ppeerrssiisstteedd  iinn  tthheeiirr  bblliinnddnneessss  aanndd  ddeeaaffnneessss..  TThhee  IImmāāmm  tthheenn  ccoolllleecctteedd  aa  

ssmmaallll  ffoorrccee  ooff  aabboouutt  ffiivvee  hhuunnddrreedd  mmeenn,,  bbrraavvee  aanndd  vvaalliiaanntt,,  ffoorr  tthhee  JJiihhāādd,,  aanndd  hhee  

ffoouugghhtt  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  ttoowwnn,,  aanndd  tthhee  LLoorrdd  hheellppeedd  hhiimm  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthheemm  aanndd  ggaavvee  hhiimm  tthhee  

vviiccttoorryy  oovveerr  tthheemm,,  aanndd  hhee  ppuurrssuueedd  tthheemm  wwiitthh  hhiiss  hhoorrsseess  uunnttiill  tthheeyy  ssuubbmmiitttteedd..  

NNoorr  wwiillll  tthheeyy  rreettuurrnn  ttoo  tthheeiirr  iiddoollaattrryy,,  ffoorr  nnooww  aallll  tthheeiirr  cchhiillddrreenn  aarree  iinn  sscchhoooollss  

bbeeiinngg  ttaauugghhtt  tthhee  QQuurr''āānn,,  aanndd  aa  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  rreelliiggiioonn  aanndd  cciivviilliissaattiioonn..  PPrraaiissee  bbee  

ttoo  GGoodd  ffoorr  tthhiiss..""
11
  IItt  iiss  nnoott  ppoossssiibbllee  hheerree  ttoo  ttrraaccee  tthhee  ccoouurrssee  ooff  hhiiss  ccoonnqquueessttss,,  

wwhhiicchh  wweerree  mmaarrkkeedd  bbyy  wwhhoollee--ssaallee  mmaassssaaccrreess  aanndd  ddeevvaassttaattiioonn..
22
  HHee  rreeaacchheedd  tthhee  

hheeiigghhtt  ooff  hhiiss  ppoowweerr  aabboouutt  11888811,,  sshhoorrttllyy  aafftteerr  wwhhiicchh  hhee  ccaammee  iinn  ccoonnfflliicctt  wwiitthh  tthhee  

FFrreenncchh,,  wwhhoo  ttooookk  hhiimm  pprriissoonneerr  iinn  11889988  aafftteerr  aa  sseerriieess  ooff  hhaarraassssiinngg  ccaammppaaiiggnnss..  HHee  

ddiieedd  iinn  11990000..  TThhoouugghh  tthhee  eeffffeecctt  ooff  hhiiss  ccoonnqquueessttss  wwaass  tthhee  ddeessttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  llaarrggee  

nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  ppaaggaannss  wwhhoo  wweerree  mmaassssaaccrreedd  bbyy  hhiiss  rruutthhlleessss  aarrmmiieess,,  wwhhiillee  ootthheerrss  

wweerree  tteerrrriiffiieedd  iinnttoo  aa  nnoommiinnaall  aacccceeppttaannccee  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  hhee  ddooeess  nnoott  aappppeeaarr  ttoo  hhaavvee  ppuutt  

bbeeffoorree  hhiimm  tthhee  ssaammee  ddiissttiinnccttllyy  rreelliiggiioouuss  aaiimm  aass  aall--ḤḤ āājjjj  ''UUmmaarr  ddiidd..
33
  HHee  lleefftt  ttoo  tthhee  

QQaaddiirriiyyyyaahh  mmaarraabboouuttss  tthhee  ttaasskk  ooff  pprrooppaaggaannddaa,,  aanndd  tthheeyy  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr--aaccccuussttoommeedd  

ttrraaddiittiioonnss  ooff  ttoolleerraattiioonn  aarree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  ddoonnee  mmuucchh  ttoo  mmiittiiggaattee  tthhee  ssaavvaaggeerryy  ooff  

hhiiss  pprroocceeeeddiinnggss..
44
  TThheeyy  OOppeenneedd  sscchhoooollss  iinn  tthhee  ccoonnqquueerreedd  ttoowwnnss,,  eessttaabblliisshheedd  

tthheerree  tthhee  oorrggaanniissaattiioonn  ooff  tthheeiirr  oorrddeerr,,  aanndd  bbootthh  iinnssttrruucctteedd  tthhee  nneeww  ccoonnvveerrttss  aanndd  

ssoouugghhtt  ttoo  wwiinn  ffrreesshh  oonneess..  

  WWiitthh  rreeggaarrdd  ttoo  tthheessee  mmiilliittaanntt  mmoovveemmeennttss  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  pprrooppaaggaannddiissmm,,  

iitt  iiss  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ttoo  nnoottiiccee  tthhaatt  iitt  iiss  nnoott  tthhee  mmiilliittaarryy  ssuucccceesssseess  aanndd  tteerrrriittoorriiaall  

ccoonnqquueessttss  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  mmoosstt  ccoonnttrriibbuutteedd  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooggrreessss  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  tthheessee  ppaarrttss;;  ffoorr  

iitt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ppooiinntteedd  oouutt  tthhaatt,,  oouuttssiiddee  tthhee  lliimmiittss  ooff  tthhoossee  ffrraaggmmeennttss  ooff  tthhee  eemmppiirree  

ooff  aall--ḤḤ āājjjj  ''UUmmaarr  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  ddeeffiinniittiivveellyy  rreemmaaiinneedd  iinn  tthhee  hhaannddss  ooff  hhiiss  ssuucccceessssoorrss,,  

tthhee  ffoorrcceedd  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss  tthhaatt  hhee  mmaaddee  hhaavvee  qquuiicckkllyy  bbeeeenn  ffoorrggootttteenn,,  aanndd  iinn  ssppiittee  ooff  

tthhee  mmoommeennttaarryy  ggrraannddeeuurr  ooff  hhiiss  ssuucccceesssseess  aanndd  tthhee  eenntthhuussiiaassmm  ooff  hhiiss  aarrmmiieess,,  vveerryy  

ffeeww  ttrraacceess  rreemmaaiinn  ooff  tthhiiss  aarrmmeedd  pprrooppaaggaannddaa..
55
  TThhee  rreeaall  iimmppoorrttaannccee  ooff  tthheessee  

mmoovveemmeennttss  iinn  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  WWeesstteerrnn  AAffrriiccaa  iiss  tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  

eenntthhuussiiaassmm  tthheeyy  ssttiirrrreedd  uupp,,  wwhhiicchh  eexxhhiibbiitteedd  iittsseellff  iinn  aa  wwiiddeesspprreeaadd  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  

aaccttiivviittyy  ooff  aa  ppuurreellyy  ppeeaacceeffuull  cchhaarraacctteerr  aammoonngg  tthhee  hheeaatthheenn  ppooppuullaattiioonnss..  TThheessee  

JJiihhāāddss,,  rriigghhttllyy  llooookkeedd  uuppoonn,,  aarree  bbuutt  iinncciiddeennttss  iinn  tthhee  mmooddeerrnn  IIssllaammiicc  rreevviivvaall  aanndd  

aarree  bbyy  nnoo  mmeeaannss  cchhaarraacctteerriissttiicc  ooff  tthhee  ffoorrcceess  aanndd  aaccttiivviittiieess  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  rreeaallllyy  

ooppeerraattiivvee  iinn  tthhee  pprroommuullggaattiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  AAffrriiccaa  ::  iinnddeeeedd,,  uunnlleessss  ffoolllloowweedd  uupp  bbyy  

ddiissttiinnccttllyy  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  eeffffoorrttss  tthheeyy  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  pprroovveedd  aallmmoosstt  wwhhoollllyy  iinneeffffeeccttuuaall  

iinn  tthhee  ccrreeaattiioonn  ooff  aa  ttrruuee  MMuusslliimm  ccoommmmuunniittyy..  IInn  ffaacctt,,  tthhee  ddeevvaassttaattiinngg  wwaarrss  aanndd  
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ccrruueell  vviioolleennccee  ooff  ccoonnqquueerroorrss  ssuucchh  aass  aall--ḤḤ āājjjj  ''UUmmaarr  aanndd  SSaammoorryy  aanndd  eessppeecciiaallllyy  

tthhee  eemmiissssaarriieess  ooff  tthhee  TTiijjāānniiyyyyaahh  hhaavvee  ccaauusseedd  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  IIssllaamm  ttoo  bbee  bbiitttteerrllyy  

hhaatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  ppaaggaann  ttrriibbeess  ooff  tthhee  SSuuddaann  iinn  tthhee  ccoouunnttrriieess  wwaatteerreedd  bbyy  tthhee  SSeenneeggaall  

aanndd  tthhee  NNiiggeerr..  HHoossttiilliittyy  ttoo  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ffaaiitthh  hhaass  aallmmoosstt  aassssuummeedd  wwiitthh  tthheemm  tthhee  

ffoorrmm  ooff  aa  nnaattiioonnaall  mmoovveemmeenntt,,  bbuutt  ssttiillll  tthhiiss  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  pprrooppaaggaannddaa  hhaass  sspprreeaadd  

tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett  iinn  mmaannyy  ppaarrttss  ooff  GGuuiinneeaa  aanndd  SSeenneeggaammbbiiaa,,  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  

FFuullbbee
11
  aanndd  mmeerrcchhaannttss  ffrroomm  tthhee  HHaauussaa  ccoouunnttrryy  iinn  tthheeiirr  ffrreeqquueenntt  ttrraaddiinngg  

eexxppeeddiittiioonnss  hhaavvee  bbrroouugghhtt  tthhee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn,,  aanndd  hhaavvee  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  

dduurriinngg  tthhee  llaasstt  aanndd  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  cceennttuurryy  iinn  wwiinnnniinngg  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  ccoonnvveerrttss..  

EEssppeecciiaallllyy  nnootteewwoorrtthhyy  iiss  tthhee  aaccttiivviittyy  ooff  tthhoossee  QQāāddiirriiyyyyaahh  pprreeaacchheerrss  aanndd  MMuusslliimm  

ttrraaddeerrss  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  wwoonn  ffrreesshh  ccoonnvveerrttss  ttoo  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh  ssiinnccee  tthhee  FFrreenncchh  ooccccuuppaattiioonn  

hhaass  bbrroouugghhtt  ppeeaaccee  ttoo  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy;;  tthhiiss  ppeeaacceeffuull  ppeenneettrraattiioonn  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ffaacciilliittaatteedd  iinn  

tthhee  FFrreenncchh  SSuuddaann,,  aass  iinn  ootthheerr  ppaarrttss  ooff  AAffrriiccaa  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  rreecceennttllyy  ccoommee  uunnddeerr  tthhee  

sswwaayy  ooff  EEuurrooppeeaann  ppoowweerrss,,  bbyy  tthhee  ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn  sshhoowwnn  bbyy  FFrreenncchh  ooffffiicciiaallss  ttoo  tthhee  

eedduuccaatteedd  ccllaasssseess,,  wwhhoo  aarree  ooff  ccoouurrssee  aallll  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss,,  aanndd  bbyy  tthhee  ooppeenn  

ccoonntteemmpptt  wwiitthh  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  ddeeggrraaddeedd  hhaabbiittss  aanndd  ssuuppeerrssttiittiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  ppaaggaann  ffeettiisshh--

wwoorrsshhiippppeerrss  aarree  rreeggaarrddeedd..
22
  

  BBuutt  tthhee  pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  wwoorrkk  ooff  tthhee  oorrddeerr  tthhaatt  iiss  nnooww  ttoo  bbee  ddeessccrriibbeedd  hhaass  

nneevveerr  iinn  aannyy  wwaayy  bbeeeenn  ccoonnnneecctteedd  wwiitthh  vviioolleennccee  oorr  wwaarr  aanndd  hhaass  eemmppllooyyeedd  iinn  tthhee  

sseerrvviiccee  ooff  rreelliiggiioonn  oonnllyy  tthhee  aarrttss  ooff  ppeeaaccee  aanndd  ppeerrssuuaassiioonn..  IInn  11883377  aa  rreelliiggiioouuss  

ssoocciieettyy  wwaass  ffoouunnddeedd  bbyy  aann  AAllggeerriiaann  jjuurriissccoonnssuulltt,,  nnaammeedd  SSīīddīī  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  bb..  ''AAllīī  

aall--SSaannūūssīī,,  wwiitthh  tthhee  oobbjjeecctt  ooff  rreeffoorrmmiinngg  IIssllaamm  aanndd  sspprreeaaddiinngg  tthhee  ffaaiitthh;;  bbeeffoorree  hhiiss  

ddeeaatthh  iinn  11885599,,  hhee  hhaadd  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  iinn  eessttaabblliisshhiinngg,,  bbyy  tthhee  sshheeeerr  ffoorrccee  ooff  hhiiss  ggeenniiuuss  

aanndd  wwiitthhoouutt  tthhee  sshheeddddiinngg  ooff  bblloooodd,,  aa  tthheeooccrraattiicc  ssttaattee,,  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  hhiiss  ffoolllloowweerrss  

rreennddeerr  ddeevvootteedd  aalllleeggiiaannccee  aanndd  tthhee  lliimmiittss  ooff  wwhhiicchh  aarree  eevveerryy  ddaayy  bbeeiinngg  eexxtteennddeedd  

bbyy  hhiiss  ssuucccceessssoorrss..
33
  TThhee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhiiss  sseecctt  aarree  bboouunndd  bbyy  rriiggiidd  rruulleess  ttoo  ccaarrrryy  

oouutt  ttoo  tthhee  ffuullll  tthhee  pprreecceeppttss  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''āānn  iinn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  mmoosstt  ssttrriiccttllyy  

mmoonnootthheeiissttiicc  pprriinncciipplleess,,  wwhheerreebbyy  wwoorrsshhiipp  iiss  ttoo  bbee  ggiivveenn  ttoo  GGoodd  aalloonnee,,  aanndd  

pprraayyeerrss  ttoo  ssaaiinnttss  aanndd  ppiillggrriimmaaggeess  ttoo  tthheeiirr  ttoommbbss  aarree  aabbssoolluutteellyy  iinntteerrddiicctteedd..  TThheeyy  

mmuusstt  aabbssttaaiinn  ffrroomm  ccooffffeeee  aanndd  ttoobbaaccccoo,,  aavvooiidd  aallll  iinntteerrccoouurrssee  wwiitthh  JJeewwss  oorr  

CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  ccoonnttrriibbuuttee  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  ppoorrttiioonn  ooff  tthheeiirr  iinnccoommee  ttoo  tthhee  ffuunnddss  ooff  tthhee  

ssoocciieettyy,,  iiff  tthheeyy  ddoo  nnoott  ggiivvee  tthheemmsseellvveess  uupp  eennttiirreellyy  ttoo  iittss  sseerrvviiccee,,  aanndd  ddeevvoottee  aallll  

tthheeiirr  eenneerrggiieess  ttoo  tthhee  aaddvvaanncceemmeenntt  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  rreessiissttiinngg  aatt  tthhee  ssaammee  ttiimmee  aannyy  

ccoonncceessssiioonnss  ttoo  EEuurrooppeeaann  iinnfflluueenncceess..  TThhiiss  sseecctt  iiss  sspprreeaadd  oovveerr  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ooff  NNoorrtthh  

AAffrriiccaa,,  hhaavviinngg  rreelliiggiioouuss  hhoouusseess  ssccaatttteerreedd  aabboouutt  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  ffrroomm  EEggyypptt  ttoo  

MMoorrooccccoo,,  aanndd  ffaarr  iinnttoo  tthhee  iinntteerriioorr,,  iinn  tthhee  ooaasseess  ooff  tthhee  SSaahhaarraa  aanndd  tthhee  SSuuddaann..  TThhee  

cceennttrree  ooff  iittss  oorrggaanniissaattiioonn  wwaass  iinn  tthhee  ooaassiiss  ooff  JJaagghhaabbūūbb
44
  iinn  tthhee  LLiibbyyaann  ddeesseerrtt  

                                                           
1
 ""TThhee  FFuullaanniiss  aarree  aallll  ffeerrvveenntt  MMoohhaammmmeeddaannss..  WWhheerreevveerr  tthheerree  aarree  FFuullaanniiss  tthheerree  wwiillll  bbee  ffoouunndd  aa  mmoossqquuee..""        

((HHaayywwoooodd,,  pp..  220000..)) 
2
 LLee  CChhaatteelliieerr  ((33))  pppp..  223311,,  227733,,  330033..    WWeesstteerrmmaannnn,,  pppp..  663322--33..  

3
 MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  bb..  ''UUtthhmmāānn  ḤḤ aasshhāā''iisshhīī,,  pp..  8844  ssqqqq..  

4
 IInn  11889955  SSiiddii  aall--MMaahhddīī,,  tthhee  ssoonn  aanndd  ssuucccceessssoorr  ooff  SSīīddīī  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  aall--SSaannūūssīī..  mmiiggrraatteedd  ttoo  KKuuffrraa,,  aass  bbeeiinngg  mmoorree  

cceennttrraall  tthhaann  JJaagghhaabbūūbb  ((MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  bb..  ''UUtthhmmāānn  aall--HHaasshhāā''iisshhīī..  pppp..  111111--1155)),,  bbuutt  llaatteerr  wweenntt  ffuurrtthheerr  ssoouutthh  ttoo  tthhee  

rreeggiioonn  ooff  BBoorrkkuu  aanndd  TTiibbeessttii,,  wwhheerree  hhee  ddiieedd  iinn  11990022..  TThhee  hheeaadd  ooff  tthhee  oorrddeerr  iinn  11990088  wwaass  SSiiddii  AAhhmmaadd,,  aa  rreellaattiivvee  ooff  

tthhee  ffoouunnddeerr..  ((JJ..  CC..  EE..  FFaallllss  ;;  DDrreeii  JJaahhrree  iinn  ddeerr  LLiibbyysscchheenn  WWūūssttee,,  pp..  227744..))  ((FFrreeiibbuurrgg,,  11991111..)) 
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bbeettwweeeenn  EEggyypptt  aanndd  TTrriippoollii,,  wwhheerree  eevveerryy  yyeeaarr  hhuunnddrreeddss  ooff  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  wweerree  

ttrraaiinneedd  aanndd  sseenntt  oouutt  aass  pprreeaacchheerrss  ooff  IIssllaamm  ttoo  aallll  ppaarrttss  ooff  nnoorrtthheerrnn  AAffrriiccaa..  IItt  iiss  ttoo  

tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  hhoouussee  iinn  tthhiiss  vviillllaaggee  tthhaatt  aallll  tthhee  bbrraanncchh  eessttaabblliisshhmmeennttss  ((ssaaiidd  ttoo  bbee  

112211  iinn  nnuummbbeerr))  llooookkeedd  ffoorr  ccoouunnsseell  aanndd  iinnssttrruuccttiioonn  iinn  aallll  mmaatttteerrss  ccoonncceerrnniinngg  tthhee  

mmaannaaggeemmeenntt  aanndd  eexxtteennssiioonn  ooff  tthhiiss  vvaasstt  tthheeooccrraaccyy,,  wwhhiicchh  eemmbbrraacceedd  iinn  aa  

mmaarrvveelllloouuss  oorrggaanniissaattiioonn  tthhoouussaannddss  ooff  ppeerrssoonnss  ooff  nnuummeerroouuss  rraacceess  aanndd  nnaattiioonnss,,  

ootthheerrwwiissee  sseeppaarraatteedd  ffrroomm  oonnee  aannootthheerr  bbyy  vvaasstt  ddiiffffeerreenncceess  ooff  ggeeooggrraapphhiiccaall  

ssiittuuaattiioonn  aanndd  wwoorrllddllyy  iinntteerreessttss..  FFoorr  tthhee  ssuucccceessss  tthhaatt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  aacchhiieevveedd  bbyy  tthhee  

zzeeaalloouuss  aanndd  eenneerrggeettiicc  eemmiissssaarriieess  ooff  tthhiiss  aassssoocciiaattiioonn  iiss  eennoorrmmoouuss  ;;  ccoonnvveennttss  ooff  

tthhee  oorrddeerr  aarree  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  nnoott  oonnllyy  aallll  oovveerr  tthhee  nnoorrtthh  ooff  AAffrriiccaa  ffrroomm  EEggyypptt  ttoo  

MMoorrooccccoo,,  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  SSuuddaann,,  iinn  SSeenneeggaammbbiiaa  aanndd  SSoommaalliillaanndd,,  bbuutt  mmeemmbbeerrss  

ooff  tthhee  oorrddeerr  aarree  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  aallssoo  iinn  AArraabbiiaa,,  MMeessooppoottaammiiaa  aanndd  tthhee  iissllaannddss  ooff  tthhee  

MMaallaayy  AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo..
11
  TThhoouugghh  pprriimmaarriillyy  aa  mmoovveemmeenntt  ooff  rreeffoorrmm  iinn  tthhee  mmiiddsstt  ooff  

IIssllaamm  iittsseellff,,  tthhee  SSaannuussiiyyyyaahh  sseecctt  iiss  aallssoo  aaccttiivveellyy  pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg,,  aanndd  sseevveerraall  

AAffrriiccaann  ttrriibbeess  tthhaatt  wweerree  pprreevviioouussllyy  ppaaggaann  oorr  mmeerreellyy  nnoommiinnaallllyy  MMuusslliimm,,  hhaavvee  

ssiinnccee  tthhee  aaddvveenntt  ooff  tthhee  eemmiissssaarriieess  ooff  tthhiiss  sseecctt  iinn  tthheeiirr  mmiiddsstt,,  bbeeccoommee  zzeeaalloouuss  

aaddhheerreennttss  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett..  TThhuuss,,  ffoorr  eexxaammppllee,,  tthhee  SSaannūūssīī  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  

llaabboouurreedd  ttoo  ccoonnvveerrtt  tthhaatt  ppoorrttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  BBaaeellee  ((aa  ttrriibbee  iinnhhaabbiittiinngg  tthhee  hhiillll  ccoouunnttrryy  

ooff  EEnnnneeddii,,  EE..  ooff  BBoorrkkuu))  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  ssttiillll  hheeaatthheenn,,  aanndd  ccoommmmuunniiccaatteedd  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  

rreelliiggiioouuss  zzeeaall  ttoo  ssuucchh  ootthheerr  sseeccttiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  ttrriibbee  aass  hhaadd  oonnllyy  aa  vveerryy  ssuuppeerrffiicciiaall  

kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  aanndd  wweerree  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  oonnllyy  iinn  nnaammee;;
22
    tthhee  TTeeddaass  ooff  TTuu  oorr  

TTiibbeessttii,,  iinn  tthhee  SSaahhaarraa,,  SS..  ooff  FFeezzzzaann,,  wwhhoo  wweerree  lliikkeewwiissee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  oonnllyy  iinn  

nnaammee  wwhheenn  tthhee  SSaannūūssiiyyyyaahh  ccaammee  aammoonngg  tthheemm,,  aallssoo  bbeeaarr  wwiittnneessss  ttoo  tthhee  ssuucccceessss  

ooff  tthheeiirr  eeffffoorrttss..
33
  TThhee  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  ooff  tthhiiss  sseecctt  aallssoo  ccaarrrryy  oonn  aann  aaccttiivvee  pprrooppaaggaannddaa  

iinn  tthhee  GGaallllaa  ccoouunnttrryy  aanndd  ffrreesshh  wwoorrkkeerrss  aarree  sseenntt  tthhiitthheerr  eevveerryy  yyeeaarr  ffrroomm  HHaarraarr,,  

wwhheerree  tthhee  SSaannuussiiyyyyaahh  aarree  vveerryy  ssttrroonngg  aanndd  iinncclluuddee  aammoonngg  tthheeiirr  nnuummbbeerrss  aallll  tthhee  

..cchhiieeffss  iinn  tthhee  ccoouurrtt  ooff  tthhee  AAmmīīrr  aallmmoosstt  wwiitthhoouutt  eexxcceeppttiioonn..
44
  IInn  tthhee  ffuurrtthheerraannccee  ooff  

tthheeiirr  pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  eeffffoorrttss  tthheessee  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  ooppeenn  sscchhoooollss,,  ffoorrmm  sseettttlleemmeennttss  iinn  

tthhee  ooaasseess  ooff  tthhee  ddeesseerrtt,,  aanndd  ——  nnoottiicceeaabbllyy  iinn  tthhee  ccaassee  ooff  tthhee  WWaaddaaii  ——  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  

ggaaiinneedd  llaarrggee  aacccceessssiioonnss  ttoo  tthheeiirr  nnuummbbeerrss  bbyy  tthhee  ppuurrcchhaassee  ooff  ssllaavveess,,  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  

bbeeeenn  eedduuccaatteedd  aatt  JJaagghhaabbūūbb  aanndd  wwhheenn  ddeeeemmeedd  ssuuffffiicciieennttllyy  wweellll  iinnssttrruucctteedd  iinn  tthhee  

tteenneettss  ooff  tthhee  sseecctt,,  eennffrraanncchhiisseedd  aanndd  tthheenn  sseenntt  bbaacckk  ttoo  tthheeiirr  nnaattiivvee  ccoouunnttrryy  ttoo  

ccoonnvveerrtt  tthheeiirr  bbrreetthhrreenn..
55
  IItt  wwoouulldd  aappppeeaarr,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  tthhaatt  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  tthhiiss  oorrddeerr  

iiss  nnooww  oonn  tthhee  ddeecclliinnee..
66
  

  SSlliigghhtt  aass  tthheessee  rreeccoorrddss  aarree  ooff  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  llaabboouurrss  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  

aammoonngg  tthhee  ppaaggaann  ttrriibbeess  ooff  tthhee  SSuuddaann,,  tthheeyy  aarree  ooff  iimmppoorrttaannccee  iinn  vviieeww  ooff  tthhee  

ggeenneerraall  ddeeaarrtthh  ooff  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  rreeggaarrddiinngg  tthhee  sspprreeaadd  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  tthhiiss  ppaarrtt  ooff  AAffrriiccaa..  
                                                           
1
 RRiieeddeell  ((II)),,  pppp..  77,,  5599,,  116622.. 

2
 GG..  NNaacchhttiiggaall::    SSaahhaarraa  aanndd  SSuuddaann,,  vvooll..  iiii..  pp..  117755..    ((BBeerrlliinn,,  11887799--8811..)) 

3
 DDuuvveeyyrriieerr  pp..  4455.. 

4
 PPaauulliittsscchhkkee,,  pp..  221144.. 

5
HH..  DDuuvveeyyrriieerr  ::  LLaa  CCoonnffrreerriiee  mmuussuullmmaannee  ddee  SSiiddii  MMoohhaammmmeedd  BBeenn  ''AAllii  EEss--SSeennoouussii..  ppaassssiimm,,        ((PPaarriiss,,  11888866..))        

LLoouuiiss  RRiinnnn  ::  MMaarraabboouuttss  eett  KKhhoouuaannss,,  pppp..  448811--551133..        NN..  SSlloouusscchh  ::  LLeess  SSeennoouussssiiyyaa  eenn  TTrriippoolliittaaiinnee..        ((RR..  dduu  MM..  MM..,,  

vvooll..  ii..pp..  116699  ssqqqq..))..        FFoorr  aa  bbiibblliiooggrraapphhyy  ooff  tthhee  SSaannūūssiiyyyyaahh  mmoovveemmeenntt,,  sseeee  DDeerr  IIssllaamm,,  iiiiii..  pppp..  114411--22,,  331122..  
6
 RR..  dduu  MM..  MM..,,  vvooll..  ii..  pp..  118811  ;;  vvooll  vviiiiii..  pppp..  6644--55.. 
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BBuutt  wwhhiillee  ddooccuummeennttaarryy  eevviiddeennccee  iiss  wwaannttiinngg,,  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  

ddwweelllliinngg  iinn  tthhee  mmiiddsstt  ooff  ffeettiisshh--wwoorrsshhiippppeerrss  aanndd  iiddoollaatteerrss,,  aass  rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess  ooff  aa  

hhiigghheerr  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  cciivviilliissaattiioonn,,  aarree  aa  lliivviinngg  tteessttiimmoonnyy  ttoo  tthhee  pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  llaabboouurrss  

ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess,,  aanndd  ((eessppeecciiaallllyy  oonn..  tthhee  ssoouutthh--wweesstteerrnn  

bboorrddeerrllaanndd  ooff  IIssllaammiicc  iinnfflluueennccee))  pprreesseenntt  aa  ssttrriikkiinngg  ccoonnttrraasstt  ttoo  tthhee  ppaaggaann  ttrriibbeess  

ddeemmoorraalliisseedd  bbyy  tthhee  EEuurrooppeeaann  ggiinn  ttrraaffffiicc..  TThhiiss  ccoonnttrraasstt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  wweellll  iinnddiiccaatteedd  

bbyy  aa  mmooddeerrnn  ttrraavveelllleerr,,
11
  iinn  ssppeeaakkiinngg  ooff  tthhee  ddeeggrraaddeedd  ccoonnddiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ttrriibbeess  ooff  tthhee  

LLoowweerr  NNiiggeerr  ::  ""  IInn  sstteeaammiinngg  uupp  tthhee  rriivveerr  ((ii..  ee..  tthhee  NNiiggeerr)),,  II  ssaaww  lliittttllee  iinn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  

220000  mmiilleess  ttoo  aalltteerr  mmyy  vviieewwss,,  ffoorr  tthheerree  lluuxxuurriiaatteedd  iinn  ccoonnggeenniiaall  uunniioonn  ffeettiisshhiissmm,,  

ccaannnniibbaalliissmm  aanndd  tthhee  ggiinn  ttrraaddee..  BBuutt  aass  II  lleefftt  bbeehhiinndd  mmee  tthhee  llooww--llyyiinngg  ccooaasstt  rreeggiioonn,,  

aanndd  ffoouunndd  mmyysseellff  nneeaarr  tthhee  ssoouutthheerrnn  bboouunnddaarryy  ooff  wwhhaatt  iiss  ccaalllleedd  tthhee  CCeennttrraall  

SSuuddaann,,  II  oobbsseerrvveedd  aann  eevveerr--iinnccrreeaassiinngg  iimmpprroovveemmeenntt  iinn  tthhee  aappppeeaarraannccee  ooff  tthhee  

cchhaarraacctteerr  ooff  tthhee  nnaattiivvee;;  ccaannnniibbaalliissmm  ddiissaappppeeaarreedd,,  ffeettiisshhiissmm  ffoolllloowweedd  iinn  iittss  wwaakkee,,  

tthhee  ggiinn  ttrraaddee  llaarrggeellyy  ddiissaappppeeaarreedd,,  wwhhiillee  oonn  tthhee  ootthheerr  hhaanndd,,  ccllootthheess  bbeeccaammee  mmoorree  

vvoolluummiinnoouuss  aanndd  ddeecceenntt,,  cclleeaannlliinneessss  tthhee  rruullee,,  wwhhiillee  tthheeiirr  oouuttwwaarrdd  mmoorree  ddiiggnniiffiieedd  

bbeeaarriinngg  ssttiillll  ffuurrtthheerr  bbeettookkeenneedd  aa  mmoorraall  rreeggeenneerraattiioonn..  EEvveerryytthhiinngg  iinnddiiccaatteedd  aa  

lleeaavveenniinngg  ooff  ssoommee  hhiigghheerr  eelleemmeenntt,,  aann  eelleemmeenntt  tthhaatt  wwaass  cclleeaarrllyy  ttaakkiinngg  aa  ddeeeepp  

hhoolldd  oonn  tthhee  nneeggrroo  nnaattuurree  aanndd  mmaakkiinngg  hhiimm  aa  nneeww  mmaann..  TThhaatt  eelleemmeenntt  yyoouu  wwiillll  

ppeerrhhaappss  bbee  ssuurrpprriisseedd  ttoo  lleeaarrnn  iiss  MMaahhoommmmeeddaanniissmm..  OOnn  ppaassssiinngg  LLookkoojjaa  aatt  tthhee  

ccoonnfflluueennccee  ooff  tthhee  BBeennuuee  wwiitthh  tthhee  NNiiggeerr,,  II  lleefftt  bbeehhiinndd  mmee  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  oouuttppoossttss  

ooff  IIssllaamm,,  aanndd  eenntteerriinngg  tthhee  CCeennttrraall  SSuuddaann,,  II  ffoouunndd  mmyysseellff  iinn  aa  ccoommppaarraattiivveellyy  

wweellll--ggoovveerrnneedd  eemmppiirree,,  tteeeemmiinngg  wwiitthh  aa  bbuussyy  ppooppuullaaccee  ooff  kkeeeenn  ttrraaddeerrss,,  eexxppeerrtt  

mmaannuuffaaccttuurreerrss  ooff  ccllootthh,,  bbrraassss  wwoorrkk  aanndd  lleeaatthheerr;;  aa  ppeeooppllee,,  iinn  ffaacctt,,  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  mmaaddee  

eennoorrmmoouuss  aaddvvaanncceess  ttoowwaarrddss  cciivviilliissaattiioonn,,""  

  IInn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  ffoorrmm  aa  jjuusstt  eessttiimmaattee  ooff  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  aaccttiivviittyy  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  

NNiiggrriittiiaa..  iitt  mmuusstt  bbee  bboorrnnee  iinn  mmiinndd  tthhaatt,,  wwhhiillee  oonn  tthhee  ccooaasstt  aanndd  aalloonngg  tthhee  ssoouutthheerrnn  

bboouunnddaarryy  ooff  tthhee  sspphheerree  ooff  IIssllaammiicc  iinnfflluueennccee,,  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  iiss  tthhee  

ppiioonneeeerr  ooff  hhiiss  rreelliiggiioonn,,  tthheerree  iiss  ssttiillll  lleefftt  bbeehhiinndd  hhiimm  aa  vvaasstt  ffiieelldd  ffoorr  MMuusslliimm  

pprrooppaaggaannddaa  iinn  tthhee  iinnllaanndd  ccoouunnttrriieess  tthhaatt  ssttrreettcchh  aawwaayy  ttoo  tthhee  nnoorrtthh  aanndd  tthhee  eeaasstt,,  

tthhoouugghh  iitt  iiss  lloonngg  ssiinnccee  IIssllaamm  ttooookk  ffiirrmm  rroooott  iinn  tthhiiss  ssooiill..  SSoommee  sseeccttiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  

FFūūnnjj,,  tthhee  pprreeddoommiinnaanntt  NNeeggrroo  rraaccee  ooff  SSeennnnaaaarr,,  aarree  ppaarrttllyy  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  aanndd  

ppaarrttllyy  hheeaatthheenn,,  aanndd  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  mmeerrcchhaannttss  ffrroomm  NNuubbiiaa  aarree  aatttteemmppttiinngg  tthhee  

ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  llaatttteerr..
22
  

  TThhee  ppaaggaann  ttrriibbee  ooff  tthhee  JJuukkuunn,,
33
  wwhhoossee  oonnccee  ppoowweerrffuull  kkiinnggddoomm  ddiissaappppeeaarreedd  

bbeeffoorree  tthhee  vviiccttoorriioouuss  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  FFuullbbee,,  hhaass  wwiitthhssttoooodd  tthhee  aaddvvaanncciinngg  

iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaanniissmm,,  tthhoouugghh  tthhee  ffoorreeiiggnn  mmiinniisstteerr  ooff  tthheeiirr  kkiinngg  hhaass  

aallwwaayyss  bbeeeenn  aa  MMuusslliimm  aanndd  ccoolloonniieess  ooff  HHaauussaass  aanndd  ootthheerr  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  hhaavvee  

sseettttlleedd  aammoonngg  tthheemm;;  bbuutt  tthheessee  MMuusslliimm  sseettttlleerrss  ddoo  nnoott  ssuucccceeeedd  iinn  mmaakkiinngg  aannyy  

ccoonnvveerrttss  ffrroomm  aammoonngg  tthhee  JJuukkuunn,,  wwhhoossee  ttrraaddiittiioonnss  ooff  tthheeiirr  ppaasstt  ggrreeaattnneessss  mmaakkee  
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tthheemm  cclliinngg  ttoo  tthhee  nnaattiioonnaall  ffaaiitthh  wwhhoossee  ssppiirriittuuaall..hheeaaddsshhiipp  iiss  vveesstteedd  iinn  tthheeiirr  kkiinngg..
11
  

  IItt  wwoouulldd  bbee  eeaassyy  aallssoo  ttoo  eennuummeerraattee  mmaannyy  sseeccttiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

SSuuddaann  aanndd  SSeenneeggaammbbiiaa,,  tthhaatt  ssttiillll  rreettaaiinn  tthheeiirr  hheeaatthheenn  hhaabbiittss  aanndd  bbeelliieeffss,,  oorr  ccoovveerr  

tthheessee  oonnllyy  wwiitthh  aa  sslliigghhtt  vveenneeeerr  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  oobbsseerrvvaannccee  eevveenn  tthhoouugghh  tthheeyy  

hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ((iinn  mmoosstt  ccaasseess))  ssuurrrroouunnddeedd  ffoorr  cceennttuurriieess  bbyy  tthhee  ffoolllloowweerrss  ooff  tthhee  

PPrroopphheett..  TThhee  KKoonnnnoohhss,,  aann  ooffffsshhoooott  ooff  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  ttrriibbee  ooff  tthhee  MMaannddiinnggooss,,  aarree  ssttiillll  

llaarrggeellyy  ppaaggaann,,  aanndd  iitt  iiss  oonnllyy  iinn  rreecceenntt  yyeeaarrss  tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  hhaass  bbeeeenn  mmaakkiinngg  pprrooggrreessss  

aammoonngg  tthheemm..
22
  CCoonnsseeqquueennttllyy,,  tthhee  rreemmaarrkkaabbllee  zzeeaall  ffoorr  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  wwoorrkk  tthhaatt  hhaass  

ddiissppllaayyeedd  iittsseellff  aammoonngg  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ooff  tthheessee  ppaarrttss  dduurriinngg  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  

cceennttuurryy,,  hhaass  nnoott  ffaarr  ttoo  ggoo  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  ffiinndd  aabbuunnddaanntt  ssccooppee  ffoorr  iittss  aaccttiivviittyy..  HHeennccee  

tthhee  iimmppoorrttaannccee,,  iinn  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  tthhiiss  ccoonnttiinneenntt,,  ooff  tthhee  

mmoovveemmeennttss  ooff  rreeffoorrmm  iinn  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  rreelliiggiioonn  iittsseellff  aanndd  tthhee  rreevviivvaallss  ooff  rreelliiggiioouuss  

lliiffee,,  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  aatttteennttiioonn  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ddrraawwnn  aabboovvee..    

TThhee  WWeesstt  CCooaasstt  iiss  aannootthheerr  ffiieelldd  ffoorr  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  eenntteerrpprriissee  

wwhheerree  IIssllaamm  ffiinnddss  iittsseellff  ccoonnffrroonntteedd  wwiitthh  aa  vvaasstt  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ssttiillll  uunnccoonnvveerrtteedd,,  iinn  

ssppiittee  ooff  tthhee  pprrooggrreessss  iitt  hhaass  mmaaddee  oonn  tthhee  GGuuiinneeaa  CCooaasstt,,  iinn  SSiieerrrraa  LLeeoonnee  aanndd  

LLiibbeerriiaa,,  iinn  wwhhiicchh  llaasstt  tthheerree  aarree  mmoorree  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  tthhaann  hheeaatthheenn..  OOnnee  ooff  tthhee  

eeaarrlliieesstt  nnoottiicceess  ooff  MMuusslliimm  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  aaccttiivviittyy  iinn  tthhee  nneeiigghhbboouurrhhoooodd  ooff  SSiieerrrraa  

LLeeoonnee  iiss  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  iinn  aa  ppeettiittiioonn  ffoorr  tthhee  ddiissssoolluuttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  SSiieerrrraa  LLeeoonnee  

CCoommppaannyy,,  oorrddeerreedd  ttoo  bbee  pprriinntteedd  bbyy  tthhee  HHoouussee  ooff  CCoommmmoonnss,,  oonn  tthhee  2255tthh  MMaayy,,  

11880022..  ""NNoott  mmoorree  tthhaann  sseevveennttyy  yyeeaarrss  aaggoo,,  aa  ssmmaallll  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  MMaahhoommeeddaannss  

eessttaabblliisshheedd  tthheemmsseellvveess  iinn  aa  ccoouunnttrryy  aabboouutt  ffoorrttyy  mmiilleess  ttoo  tthhee  nnoorrtthhwwaarrdd  ooff  SSiieerrrraa  

LLeeoonnee,,  ccaalllleedd  ffrroomm  tthheemm  tthhee  MMaannddiinnggoo  CCoouunnttrryy..  AAss  iiss  tthhee  pprraaccttiiccee  ooff  tthhee  

pprrooffeessssaarree  ooff  tthhaatt  rreelliiggiioonn  tthheeyy  ffoorrmmeedd  sscchhoooollss,,  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  AArraabbiicc  llaanngguuaaggee  

aanndd  tthhee  ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  MMaahhoommeett  wweerree  ttaauugghhtt,,  aanndd  tthhee  ccuussttoommss  ooff  MMaahhoommeeddaannss,,  

ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  tthhaatt  ooff  nnoott  sseelllliinngg  aannyy  ooff  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  rreelliiggiioonn  aass  ssllaavveess,,  wweerree  aaddoopptteedd..  

LLaawwss  ffoouunnddeedd  oonn  tthhee  KKoorraann  wweerree  iinnttrroodduucceedd..  TThhoossee  pprraaccttiicceess  wwhhiicchh  cchhiieeffllyy  

ccoonnttrriibbuuttee  ttoo  ddeeppooppuullaattee  tthhee  ccooaasstt  wweerree  eerraaddiiccaatteedd,,  aanndd  iinn  ssppiittee  ooff  mmaannyy  iinntteessttiinnee  

ccoonnvvuullssiioonnss,,  aa  ggrreeaatt  ccoommppaarraattiivvee  ddeeggrreeee  ooff  cciivviilliissaattiioonn,,  uunniioonn  aanndd  sseeccuurriittyy  wweerree  

iinnttrroodduucceedd..  PPooppuullaattiioonn,,  iinn  ccoonnsseeqquueennccee,,  rraappiiddllyy  iinnccrreeaasseedd  aanndd  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ppoowweerr  

ooff  tthhaatt  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  aarree  sseettttlleedd  hhaass  ggrraadduuaallllyy  ffaalllleenn  iinnttoo  tthheeiirr  

hhaannddss..  TThhoossee  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ttaauugghhtt  iinn  tthheeiirr  sscchhoooollss  aarree  ssuucccceeeeddiinngg  ttoo  wweeaalltthh  

aanndd  ppoowweerr  iinn  tthhee  nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  ccoouunnttrriieess,,  aanndd  ccaarrrryy  wwiitthh  tthheemm  aa  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  

ppoorrttiioonn  ooff  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  aanndd  llaawwss..  OOtthheerr  cchhiieeffss  aarree  aaddooppttiinngg  tthhee  nnaammee  aassssuummeedd  

bbyy  tthheessee  MMaahhoommeeddaannss,,  oonn  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  tthhee  rreessppeecctt  wwhhiicchh  aatttteennddss  iitt;;  aanndd  tthhee  

rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm  sseeeemmss  lliikkeellyy  ttoo  ddiiffffuussee  iittsseellff  ppeeaacceeaabbllyy  oovveerr  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ddiissttrriicctt  

iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  ccoolloonnyy  iiss  ssiittuuaatteedd,,  ccaarrrryyiinngg  wwiitthh  iitt  tthhoossee  aaddvvaannttaaggeess  wwhhiicchh  sseeeemm  

eevveerr  ttoo  hhaavvee  aatttteennddeedd  iittss  vviiccttoorryy  oovveerr  NNeeggrroo  ssuuppeerrssttiittiioonn..""
33
  IInn  tthhee  MMeennddii  

ccoouunnttrryy,,  aabboouutt  oonnee  hhuunnddrreedd  mmiilleess  ssoouutthh  ooff  SSiieerrrraa  LLeeoonnee,,  IIssllaamm  aappppeeaarrss  ttoo  hhaavvee  

ffoouunndd  aann  eennttrraannccee  oonnllyy  iinn  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  cceennttuurryy,,  bbuutt  ttoo  bbee  nnooww  mmaakkiinngg  sstteeaaddyy  
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pprrooggrreessss..  ""  TThhee  pprrooppaaggaannddiissmm  iiss  nnoott  ccoonndduucctteedd  bbyy  aannyy  ssppeecciiaall  oorrddeerr  ooff  pprriieessttss  

sseett  aappaarrtt  ffoorr  tthhee  ppuurrppoossee,,  bbuutt  eevveerryy  MMuussaallmmaann  iiss  aann  aaccttiivvee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy..  SSoommee  hhaallff  

aa  ddoozzeenn  ooff  tthheemm,,  mmoorree  oorr  lleessss,,  mmeeeettiinngg  iinn  aa  ttoowwnn,,  wwhheerree  tthheeyy  iinntteenndd  ttoo  rreessiiddee  ffoorr  

aannyy  lleennggtthh  ooff  ttiimmee,,  ssoooonn  rruunn  uupp  aa  mmoossqquuee  aanndd  bbeeggiinn  wwoorrkk..  TThheeyy  ffiirrsstt  aapppprrooaacchh  

tthhee  cchhiieeff  ooff  tthhee  ttoowwnn  aanndd  oobbttaaiinn  hhiiss  ccoonnsseenntt  ttoo  tthheeiirr  iinntteennddeedd  aacctt,,  aanndd  ppeerrhhaappss  hhiiss  

pprroommiissee  ttoo  bbeeccoommee  aann  aaddhheerreenntt..  TThheeyy  tteeaacchh  hhiimm  tthheeiirr  pprraayyeerrss  iinn  AArraabbiicc,,  oorr  aass  

mmuucchh  aass  hhee  ccaann,,  oorr  ccaarreess  ttoo,,  ccoommmmiitt  ttoo  mmeemmoorryy..  TThheeyy  ppuutt  hhiimm  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  ffoorrmmss  

aanndd  cceerreemmoonniieess  uusseedd  iinn  pprraayyiinngg,,  ffoorrbbiidd  hhiimm  tthhee  uussee  ooff  aallccoohhoolliicc  bbeevveerraaggeess——aa  

rreessttrriiccttiioonn  aass  oofftteenn  oobbsseerrvveedd  aass  nnoott——aanndd  lloo  !!  tthhee  mmaann  iiss  aa  ccoonnvveerrtt..""
11
  OOnn  tthhee  

GGuuiinneeaa  CCooaasstt,,  MMuusslliimm  iinnfflluueenncceess  aarree  sspprreeaadd  cchhiieeffllyy  bbyy  HHaauussaa  ttrraaddeerrss  wwhhoo  aarree  ttoo  

bbee  ffoouunndd  iinn  aallll  tthhee  ccoommmmeerrcciiaall  ttoowwnnss  oonn  tthhiiss  ccooaasstt;;  wwhheenneevveerr  tthheeyy  ffoorrmm  aa  

sseettttlleemmeenntt,,  tthheeyy  aatt  oonnccee  bbuuiilldd  aa  mmoossqquuee  aanndd  bbyy  tthheeiirr  ddeevvoouutt  bbeehhaavviioouurr,,  aanndd  tthheeiirr  

ssuuppeerriioorr  ccuullttuurree,,  tthheeyy  iimmpprreessss  tthhee  hheeaatthheenn  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss;;  wwhhoollee  ttrriibbeess  ooff  ffeettiisshh--

wwoorrsshhiippppeerrss  ppaassss  oovveerr  ttoo  IIssllaamm  aass  tthhee  rreessuulltt  ooff  tthheeiirr  iimmiittaattiioonn  ooff  wwhhaatt  tthheeyy  

rreeccooggnniissee  ttoo  bbee  aa  hhiigghheerr  cciivviilliissaattiioonn  tthhaann  tthheeiirr  oowwnn,,  wwiitthhoouutt  aannyy  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr  

eeffffoorrttss  bbeeiinngg  nneecceessssaarryy  ffoorr  ppeerrssuuaaddiinngg  tthheemm..
22
  

  IInn  AAsshhaannttii  tthheerree  wwaass  aa  nnuucclleeuuss  ooff  aa  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  

aass  eeaarrllyy  aass  11775500  aanndd  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  ooff  IIssllaamm  hhaavvee  llaabboouurreedd  tthheerree  eevveerr  ssiinnccee  

wwiitthh  ssllooww  bbuutt  ssuurree  ssuucccceessss,,
33
  aass  tthheeyy  ffiinndd  aa  rreeaaddyy  wweellccoommee  iinn  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  aanndd  

hhaavvee  ggaaiinneedd  ffoorr  tthheemmsseellvveess  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  iinnfflluueennccee  aatt  tthhee  ccoouurrtt;;  bbyy  mmeeaannss  ooff  

tthheeiirr  sscchhoooollss  tthheeyy  ggeett  aa  hhoolldd  oonn  tthhee  mmiinnddss  ooff  tthhee  yyoouunnggeerr  ggeenneerraattiioonn,,  aanndd  tthheerree  

aarree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  bbee  ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  ssiiggnnss  tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  wwiillll  bbeeccoommee  tthhee  pprreeddoommiinnaanntt  rreelliiggiioonn  

iinn  AAsshhaannttii,,  aass  aallrreeaaddyy  mmaannyy  ooff  tthhee  cchhiieeffss  hhaavvee  aaddoopptteedd  iitt..
44
  IInn  DDaahhoommeeyy  aanndd  tthhee  

GGoolldd  CCooaasstt,,  IIssllaamm  iiss  ddaaiillyy  mmaakkiinngg  ffrreesshh  pprrooggrreessss,,  aanndd  eevveenn  wwhheenn  tthhee  hheeaatthheenn  

cchhiieeffttaaiinnss  ddoo  nnoott  tthheemmsseellvveess  eemmbbrraaccee  iitt,,  tthheeyy  vveerryy  ffrreeqquueennttllyy  aallllooww  tthheemmsseellvveess  

ttoo  ccoommee  uunnddeerr  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  iittss  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess,,  wwhhoo  kknnooww  hhooww  ttoo  ttaakkee  

aaddvvaannttaaggee  ooff  tthhiiss  aasscceennddaannccyy  iinn  tthheeiirr  llaabboouurrss  aammoonngg  tthhee  ccoommmmoonn  ppeeooppllee..
55
  

DDaahhoommeeyy  aanndd  AAsshhaannttii  aarree  tthhee  mmoosstt  iimmppoorrttaanntt  kkiinnggddoommss  iinn  tthhiiss  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  

ccoonnttiinneenntt  tthhaatt  aarree  ssttiillll  ssuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  ppaaggaann  rruulleerrss,,  aanndd  tthheeiirr  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  bbee  aa  

qquueessttiioonn  ooff  aa  sshhoorrtt  ttiimmee  oonnllyy..
66
  IInn  LLaaggooss  tthheerree  aarree  wweellll--nniigghh  1100,,000000  MMuusslliimmss,,  aanndd  

aallll  tthhee  ttrraaddiinngg  ssttaattiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  WWeesstt  CCooaasstt  iinncclluuddee  iinn  tthheeiirr  ppooppuullaattiioonnss  nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  

MMuussaallmmaannss  bbeelloonnggiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  ssuuppeerriioorr  NNeeggrroo  ttrriibbeess,,  ssuucchh  aass  tthhee  FFuullbbee,,  tthhee  

MMaannddiinnggooss  aanndd  tthhee  HHaauussaa..  WWhheenn  tthheessee  mmeenn  ccoommee  ddoowwnn  ttoo  tthhee  cciittiieess  ooff  tthhee  

ccooaasstt,,  aass  tthheeyy  ddoo  iinn  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  nnuummbbeerrss,,  eeiitthheerr  aass  ttrraaddeerrss  oorr  ttoo  sseerrvvee  aass  ttrrooooppss  

iinn  tthhee  aarrmmiieess  ooff  tthhee  EEuurrooppeeaann  ppoowweerrss,,  tthheeyy  ccaannnnoott  ffaaiill  ttoo  iimmpprreessss  bbyy  tthheeiirr  bboolldd  

aanndd  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  bbeeaarriinngg  tthhee  NNeeggrroo  ooff  tthhee  ccooaasstt--llaanndd;;  hhee  sseeeess  tthhaatt  tthhee  bbeelliieevveerrss  

iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  aarree  eevveerryywwhheerree  rreessppeecctteedd  bbyy  EEuurrooppeeaann  ggoovveerrnnoorrss,,  ooffffiicciiaallss  aanndd  

                                                           
1
 IIssllaamm  aanndd  MMiissssiioonnss,,  pppp..  7733--44.. 

2
 LLiippppeerrtt::  ?? bbeerr  ddiiee  BBeeddeeuuttuunngg  ddeerr  HHaauussssaannaattiioonn  ff??rr  uunnsseerree  TTooggoo--  uunndd  KKaammeerruunnkkoolloonniiee,,  pp..  220000..        MMSSOOSS,,  BBaanndd  

xx..  ((11990077)),,  AAbbtteeiilluunngg  IIIIII.. 
3
 WWaaīīttzz  ::  IIII

eerr
  TThheeiill,,  pp..  225500.. 

4
 CC..  SS..  SSaallmmoonn,,  pp..  889911.. 

5
 PPiieerrrree  BBoouucchhee,,  pp..  225566.. 

6
 BBIIyyddeenn,,  pp..  335577.. 



 255 

mmeerrcchhaannttss;;  tthheeyy  aarree  nnoott  ssoo  ffaarr  rreemmoovveedd  ffrroomm  hhiimm  iinn  rraaccee,,  aappppeeaarraannccee,,  ddrreessss  oorr  

mmaannnneerrss  aass  ttoo  mmaakkee  aaddmmiissssiioonn  iinnttoo  tthheeiirr  bbrrootthheerrhhoooodd  iimmppoossssiibbllee  ttoo  hhiimm,,  aanndd  ttoo  

hhiimm  ttoooo  iiss  ooffffeerreedd  aa  sshhaarree  iinn  tthheeiirr  pprriivviilleeggeess  oonn  ccoonnddiittiioonn  ooff  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ttoo  tthheeiirr  

ffaaiitthh..
11
  AAss  ssoooonn  aass  tthhee  ppaaggaann  NNeeggrroo,,  hhoowweevveerr  oobbssccuurree  oorr  ddeeggrraaddeedd,,  sshhoowwss  hhiimmsseellff  

wwiilllliinngg  ttoo  aacccceepptt  tthhee  tteeaacchhiinnggss  ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett,,  hhee  iiss  aatt  oonnccee  aaddmmiitttteedd  aass  aann  eeqquuaall  

iinnttoo  tthheeiirr  ssoocciieettyy,,  aanndd  aaddmmiissssiioonn  iinnttoo  tthhee  bbrrootthheerrhhoooodd  ooff  IIssllaamm  iiss  nnoott  aa  pprriivviilleeggee  

ggrruuddggiinnggllyy  ggrraanntteedd,,  bbuutt  oonnee  ffrreeeellyy  ooffffeerreedd  bbyy  zzeeaalloouuss  aanndd  eeaaggeerr  pprroosseellyyttiisseerrss..  

FFoorr,,  ffrroomm  tthhee  mmoouutthh  ooff  tthhee  SSeenneeggaall  ttoo  LLaaggooss,,  oovveerr  ttwwoo  tthhoouussaanndd  mmiilleess,,  tthheerree  iiss  

ssaaiidd  ttoo  bbee  hhaarrddllyy  aannyy  ttoowwnn  ooff  iimmppoorrttaannccee  oonn  tthhee  sseeaabbooaarrdd  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthheerree  iiss  nnoott  aatt  

lleeaasstt  oonnee  mmoossqquuee,,  wwiitthh  aaccttiivvee  pprrooppaaggaannddiissttss  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  oofftteenn  wwoorrkkiinngg  ssiiddee  bbyy  ssiiddee  

wwiitthh  tthhee  tteeaacchheerrss  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy..
22
  

  WWee  mmuusstt  nnooww  ttuurrnn  ttoo  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  sspprreeaadd  ooff  IIssllaamm  oonn  tthhee  ootthheerr  ssiiddee  

ooff  tthhee  ccoonnttiinneenntt  ooff  AAffrriiccaa,,  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  wwhhiicchh  wweerree  iinn  cclloosseerr  pprrooxxiimmiittyy  ttoo  

tthhee  llaanndd  wwhheerree  tthhiiss  ffaaiitthh  hhaadd  iittss  bbiirrtthh..  TThhee  ffaaccttss  rreeccoorrddeedd  rreessppeeccttiinngg  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  

sseettttlleemmeennttss  ooff  tthhee  AArraabbss  oonn  tthhee  EEaasstt  CCooaasstt  aarree  vveerryy  mmeeaaggrree;;  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  aann  

AArraabbiicc  ccnnrroonniiccllee  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  PPoorrttuugguueessee  ffoouunndd  iinn  KKiillooaa
33
    wwhheenn  tthhaatt  ttoowwnn  wwaass  

ssaacckkeedd  bbyy  DDoonn  FFrraanncciissccoo  dd''AAllmmėėiiddaa  iinn  11550055,,  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  sseettttlleerrss  wweerree  aa  bbooddyy  ooff  

AArraabbss  wwhhoo  wweerree  ddrriivveenn  iinnttoo  eexxiillee  bbeeccaauussee  tthheeyy  ffoolllloowweedd  tthhee  hheerreettiiccaall  tteeaacchhiinnggss  

ooff  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  ZZaayydd,,
44
  aa  ddeesscceennddaanntt  ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett,,  aafftteerr  wwhhoomm  tthheeyy  wweerree  ccaalllleedd  

EEmmoozzaayyddiijj  ((pprroobbaabbllyy  أمة زيديةأمة زيدية  oorr  ppeeooppllee  ooff  ZZaayydd))..  TThhee  ZZaayydd  hheerree  rreeffeerrrreedd  ttoo  iiss  

pprroobbaabbllyy  ZZaayydd  bb..  ''AAllīī,,  aa  ggrraannddssoonn  ooff  ḤḤuussaayynn  aanndd  ssoo  ggrreeaatt--ggrraannddssoonn  ooff  ''AAllii,,  tthhee  

nneepphheeww  ooff  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  ::  iinn  tthhee  rreeiiggnn  ooff  tthhee  ccaalliipphh  HHiisshhāāmm  hhee  ccllaaiimmeedd  ttoo  bbee  tthhee  

IImmāāmm  MMaahhddīī  aanndd  ssttiirrrreedd  uupp  aa  rreevvoolltt  aammoonngg  tthhee  SShhīī''aahh  ffaaccttiioonn,,  bbuutt  wwaass  ddeeffeeaatteedd  

aanndd  ppuutt  ttoo  ddeeaatthh  iinn  AA..HH..  112222  ((AA..DD..  7744oo))..
55
  

  TThheeyy  sseeeemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  lliivveedd  iinn  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  ddrreeaadd  ooff  tthhee  oorriiggiinnaall  ppaaggaann  

iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  bbuutt  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  ggrraadduuaallllyy  iinn  eexxtteennddiinngg  tthheeiirr  

sseettttlleemmeennttss  aalloonngg  tthhee  ccooaasstt,,  uunnttiill  tthhee  aarrrriivvaall  ooff  aannootthheerr  bbaanndd  ooff  ffuuggiittiivveess  wwhhoo  

ccaammee  ffrroomm  tthhee  AArraabbiiaann  ssiiddee  ooff  tthhee  PPeerrssiiaann  GGuullff,,  nnoott  ffaarr  ffrroomm  tthhee  iissllaanndd  ooff  

BBaahhrraayynn..  TThheessee  ccaammee  iinn  tthhrreeee  sshhiippss  uunnddeerr  tthhee  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  ooff  sseevveenn  bbrrootthheerrss,,  iinn  

oorrddeerr  ttoo  eessccaappee  ffrroomm  tthhee  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  kkiinngg  ooff  LLaassaahh,,
66
  aa  cciittyy  hhaarrdd  bbyy  tthhee  

ddwweelllliinngg--ppllaaccee  ooff  tthheeiirr  ttrriibbee..  TThhee  ffiirrsstt  ttoowwnn  tthheeyy  bbuuiilltt  wwaass  MMaaggaaddaaxxoo,,
77
  wwhhiicchh  

aafftteerrwwaarrddss  rroossee  ttoo  ssuucchh  ppoowweerr  aass  ttoo  aassssuummee  lloorrddsshhiipp  oovveerr  aallll  tthhee  AArraabbss  ooff  tthhee  

ccooaasstt..  BBuutt  tthhee  oorriiggiinnaall  sseettttlleerrss,,  tthhee  EEmmoozzaayyddiijj,,  bbeelloonnggiinngg  aass  tthheeyy  ddiidd  ttoo  aa  

ddiiffffeerreenntt  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  sseecctt,,  bbeeiinngg  SShhīī’’aahhss,,  wwhhiillee  tthhee  nneeww--ccoommeerrss  wweerree  SSuunnnniiss,,  

wweerree  uunnwwiilllliinngg  ttoo  ssuubbmmiitt  ttoo  tthhee  aauutthhoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  rruulleerrss  ooff  MMaaggaaddaaxxoo,,  aanndd  rreettiirreedd  

iinnttoo  tthhee  iinntteerriioorr,,  wwhheerree  tthheeyy  bbeeccaammee  mmeerrggeedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  nnaattiivvee  ppooppuullaattiioonn,,  
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iinntteerrmmaarrrryyiinngg  wwiitthh  tthheemm  aanndd  aaddooppttiinngg  tthheeiirr  mmaannnneerrss  aanndd  ccuussttoommss..
11
  

  MMaaggaaddaaxxoo  wwaass  ffoouunnddeedd  aabboouutt  tthhee  mmiiddddllee  ooff  tthhee  tteenntthh  cceennttuurryy  aanndd  

rreemmaaiinneedd  tthhee  mmoosstt  ppoowweerrffuull  cciittyy  oonn  tthhiiss  ccooaasstt  ffoorr  mmoorree  tthhaann  sseevveennttyy  yyeeaarrss,,  wwhheenn  

tthhee  aarrrriivvaall  ooff  aannootthheerr  eexxppeeddiittiioonn  ffrroomm  tthhee  PPeerrssiiaann  GGuullff  lleedd  ttoo  tthhee  eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt  

ooff  aa  rriivvaall  sseettttlleemmeenntt  ffuurrtthheerr  ssoouutthh..  TThhee  lleeaaddeerr  ooff  tthhiiss  eexxppeeddiittiioonn  wwaass  nnaammeedd  ''AAllīī,,  

oonnee  ooff  tthhee  sseevveenn  ssoonnss  ooff  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  SSuullttaann  ḤḤ aassaann  ooff  SShhiirraazz::  bbeeccaauussee  hhiiss  mmootthheerr  

wwaass  aann  AAbbyyssssiinniiaann,,  hhee  wwaass  llooookkeedd  ddoowwnn  uuppoonn  wwiitthh  ccoonntteemmpptt  bbyy  hhiiss  bbrrootthheerrss,,  

wwhhoossee  ccrruueell  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  ooff  hhiimm  aafftteerr  tthhee  ddeeaatthh  ooff  tthheeiirr  ffaatthheerr,,  ddeetteerrmmiinneedd  hhiimm  ttoo  

lleeaavvee  hhiiss  nnaattiivvee  llaanndd  aanndd  sseeeekk  aa  hhoommee  eellsseewwhheerree..  AAccccoorrddiinnggllyy,,  wwiitthh  hhiiss  wwiiffee  aanndd  

cchhiillddrreenn  aanndd  aa  ssmmaallll  bbooddyy  ooff  ffoolllloowweerrss,,  hhee  sseett  ssaaiill  ffrroomm  tthhee  iissllaanndd  ooff  OOrrmmuuzz,,  aanndd  

aavvooiiddiinngg  MMaaggaaddaaxxoo,,  wwhhoossee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  bbeelloonnggeedd  ttoo  aa  ddiiffffeerreenntt  sseecctt,,  aanndd  hhaavviinngg  

hheeaarrdd  tthhaatt  ggoolldd  wwaass  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  oonn  tthhee  ZZaannzziibbaarr  ccooaasstt,,  hhee  ppuusshheedd  oonn  ttoo  tthhee  ssoouutthh  

aanndd  ffoouunnddeedd  tthhee  cciittyy  ooff  KKiillooaa,,  wwhheerree  hhee  ccoouulldd  mmaaiinnttaaiinn  aa  ppoossiittiioonn  ooff  

iinnddeeppeennddeennccee  aanndd  bbee  ffrreeee  ffrroomm  tthhee  iinntteerrffeerreennccee  ooff  hhiiss  pprreeddeecceessssoorrss  ffuurrtthheerr  

nnoorrtthh..
22
  

  IInn  tthhiiss  wwaayy  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  AArraabb  ttoowwnnss  sspprraanngg  uupp  aalloonngg  tthhee  eeaasstt  ccooaasstt  ffrroomm  

tthhee  GGuullff  ooff  AAddeenn  ttoo  tthhee  TTrrooppiicc  ooff  CCaapprriiccoorrnn,,  oonn  tthhee  ffrriinnggee  ooff  wwhhaatt  wwaass  ccaalllleedd  bbyy  

tthhee  mmeeddiiaaeevvaall  AArraabb  ggeeooggrraapphheerrss  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  ooff  tthhee  ZZaannjj..  WWhhaatteevveerr  eeffffoorrttss  mmaayy  

hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  mmaaddee  bbyy  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  sseettttlleerrss  ttoo  ccoonnvveerrtt  tthhee  ZZaannjj,,  nnoo  rreeccoorrdd  ooff  

tthheemm  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  ssuurrvviivveedd..  TThheerree  iiss  aa  ccuurriioouuss  ssttoorryy  pprreesseerrvveedd  iinn  aann  oolldd  

ccoolllleeccttiioonn  ooff  ttrraavveellss  wwrriitttteenn  pprroobbaabbllyy  iinn  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  tteenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  wwhhiicchh  

rreepprreesseennttss  IIssllaamm  aass  hhaavviinngg  bbeeeenn  iinnttrroodduucceedd  aammoonngg  oonnee  ooff  tthheessee  ttrriibbeess  bbyy  tthhee  

kkiinngg  ooff  iitt  hhiimmsseellff..  AAnn  AArraabb  ttrraaddiinngg  vveesssseell  wwaass  ddrriivveenn  oouutt  ooff  iittss  ccoouurrssee  bbyy  aa  

tteemmppeesstt  iinn  tthhee  yyeeaarr  AA..DD..  992222  aanndd  ccaarrrriieedd  ttoo  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  ooff  tthhee  mmaann--eeaattiinngg  ZZaannjj,,  

wwhheerree  tthhee  ccrreeww  eexxppeecctteedd  cceerrttaaiinn  ddeeaatthh..  OOnn  tthhee  ccoonnttrraarryy,,  tthhee  kkiinngg  ooff  tthhee  ppllaaccee  

rreecceeiivveedd  tthheemm  kkiinnddllyy  aanndd  eenntteerrttaaiinneedd  tthheemm  hhoossppiittaabbllyy  ffoorr  sseevveerraall  mmoonntthhss,,  wwhhiillee  

tthheeyy  ddiissppoosseedd  ooff  tthheeiirr  mmeerrcchhaannddiissee  oonn  aaddvvaannttaaggeeoouuss  tteerrmmss;;  bbuutt  tthhee  mmeerrcchhaannttss  

rreeppaaiidd  hhiiss  kkiinnddnneessss  wwiitthh  ffoouull  ttrreeaacchheerryy,,  bbyy  sseeiizziinngg  hhiimm  aanndd  hhiiss  aatttteennddaannttss  wwhheenn  

tthheeyy  ccaammee  oonn  bbooaarrdd  ttoo  bbiidd  tthheemm  ffaarreewweellll,,  aanndd  tthheenn  ccaarrrryyiinngg  tthheemm  ooffff  aass  ssllaavveess  ttoo  

OOmmaamm..  SSoommee  yyeeaarrss  llaatteerr  tthhee  ssaammee  mmeerrcchhaannttss  wweerree  ddrriivveenn  bbyy  aa  ssttoorrmm  ttoo  tthhee  ssaammee  

ppoorrtt,,  wwhheerree  tthheeyy  wweerree  rreeccooggnniisseedd  bbyy  tthhee  nnaattiivveess  wwhhoo  ssuurrrroouunnddeedd  tthheemm  iinn  tthheeiirr  

ccaannooeess;;  ggiivviinngg  tthheemmsseellvveess  uupp  ffoorr  lloosstt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee,,  tthheeyy  rreeppeeaatteedd  ffoorr  oonnee  aannootthheerr  tthhee  

pprraayyeerrss  ffoorr  tthhee  ddeeaadd..  TThheeyy  wweerree  ttaakkeenn  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  kkiinngg,,  wwhhoomm  tthheeyy  ddiissccoovveerreedd  ttoo  

tthheeiirr  ssuurrpprriissee  aanndd  ccoonnffuussiioonn  ttoo  bbee  tthhee  ssaammee  tthheeyy  hhaadd  ssoo  sshhaammeeffuullllyy  ttrreeaatteedd  ssoommee  

yyeeaarrss  bbeeffoorree..  IInnsstteeaadd,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  ooff  ttaakkiinngg  vveennggeeaannccee  uuppoonn  tthheemm  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  

ttrreeaacchheerroouuss  ccoonndduucctt,,  hhee  ssppaarreedd  tthheeiirr  lliivveess  aanndd  aalllloowweedd  tthheemm  ttoo  sseellll  tthheeiirr  ggooooddss,,  

bbuutt  rreejjeecctteedd  wwiitthh  ssccoorrnn  tthhee  rriicchh  pprreesseennttss  tthheeyy  ooffffeerreedd..  BBeeffoorree  tthheeyy  lleefftt,,  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  

ppaarrttyy  vveennttuurreedd  ttoo  aasskk  tthhee  kkiinngg  ttoo  tteellll  tthhee  ssttoorryy  ooff  hhiiss  eessccaappee..  HHee  ddeessccrriibbeedd  hhooww  

hhee  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ttaakkeenn  aass  aa  ssllaavvee  ttoo  BBaaṣṣ rraahh  aanndd  tthheennccee  ttoo  BBaagghhddāādd,,  wwhheerree  hhee  wwaass  

ccoonnvveerrtteedd  ttoo  IIssllaamm  aanndd  iinnssttrruucctteedd  iinn  tthhee  ffaaiitthh;;  eessccaappiinngg  ffrroomm  hhiiss  mmaasstteerr,,  hhee  
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jjooiinneedd  aa  ccaarraavvaann  ooff  ppiillggrriimmss  ggooiinngg  ttoo  MMeeccccaa,,  aanndd  aafftteerr  ppeerrffoorrmmiinngg  tthhee  pprreessccrriibbeedd  

rriitteess,,  rreeaacchheedd  CCaaiirroo  aanndd  mmaaddee  hhiiss  wwaayy  uupp  tthhee  NNiillee  iinn  tthhee  ddiirreeccttiioonn  ooff  hhiiss  oowwnn  

ccoouunnttrryy,,  wwhhiicchh  hhee  rreeaacchheedd  aatt  lleennggtthh  aafftteerr  eennccoouunntteerriinngg  mmaannyy  ddaannggeerrss  aanndd  hhaavviinngg  

bbeeeenn  mmoorree  tthhaann  oonnccee  eennssllaavveedd..  RReessttoorreedd  oonnccee  aaggaaiinn  ttoo  hhiiss  kkiinnggddoomm,,  hhee  ttaauugghhtt  

hhiiss  ppeeooppllee  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  IIssllaamm;;  ""  aanndd  nnooww  II  rreejjooiiccee  iinn  tthhaatt  GGoodd  hhaatthh  ggiivveenn  ttoo  mmee  

aanndd  ttoo  mmyy  ppeeooppllee  tthhee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  IIssllaamm  aanndd  tthhee  ttrruuee  ffaaiitthh;;  ttoo  nnoo  ootthheerr  iinn  tthhee  

llaanndd  ooff  tthhee  ZZaannjj  hhaatthh  tthhiiss  ggrraaccee  bbeeeenn  vvoouucchhssaaffeedd;;  aanndd  iitt  iiss  bbeeccaauussee  yyoouu  hhaavvee  

bbeeeenn  tthhee  ccaauussee  ooff  mmyy  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn,,  tthhaatt  II  ppaarrddoonn  yyoouu..  TTeellll  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  

mmaayy  ccoommee  ttoo  oouurr  ccoouunnttrryy,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  wwee——MMuusslliimmss  lliikkee  tthheemmsseellvveess——wwiillll  ttrreeaatt  

tthheemm  aass  bbrrootthheerrss..""  
11
  

  FFrroomm  tthhee  ssaammee  ssoouurrccee  wwee  lleeaarrnn  tthhaatt  eevveenn  aatt  tthhiiss  eeaarrllyy  ppeerriioodd,,  tthhiiss  ccooaasstt--

llaanndd  wwaass  ffrreeqquueenntteedd  bbyy  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  AArraabb  ttrraaddeerrss,,  yyeett  iinn  ssppiittee  ooff  cceennttuurriieess  

ooff  iinntteerrccoouurrssee  wwiitthh  tthhee  ffoolllloowweerrss  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  tthhee  oorriiggiinnaall  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  tthhiiss  ccooaasstt  

((wwiitthh  tthhee  eexxcceeppttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  SSoommaalliiss))  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  rreemmaarrkkaabbllyy  lliittttllee  iinnfflluueenncceedd  bbyy  

tthhiiss  rreelliiggiioonn..  EEvveenn  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  PPoorrttuugguueessee  ccoonnqquueessttss  ooff  tthhee  ssiixxtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  

wwhhaatt  ffeeww  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  mmaaddee,,  sseeeemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  wwhhoollllyy  ccoonnffiinneedd  ttoo  tthhee  

sseeaa--bboorrddeerr,,  aanndd  eevveenn  aafftteerr  tthhee  ddeecclliinnee  ooff  PPoorrttuugguueessee  iinnfflluueennccee  iinn  tthhiiss  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  

wwoorrlldd,,  aanndd  tthhee  rreessttoorraattiioonn  ooff  AArraabb  rruullee  uunnddeerr  tthhee  SSaayyyyiiddss  ooff  OOmmaamm,,  hhaarrddllyy  aannyy  

eeffffoorrttss  wweerree  mmaaddee  uunnttiill  tthhee  ttwweennttiieetthh  cceennttuurryy  ttoo  sspprreeaadd  tthhee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  IIssllaamm  

aammoonngg  tthhee  ttrriibbeess  ooff  tthhee  iinntteerriioorr,,  wwiitthh  tthhee  eexxcceeppttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  GGaallllaa  aanndd  SSoommaallii..  AAss  aa  

mmooddeerrnn  ttrraavveelllleerr  hhaass  ssaaiidd  ::  ""  DDuurriinngg  tthhee  tthhrreeee  eexxppeeddiittiioonnss  wwhhiicchh  II  ccoonndduucctteedd  iinn  

EEaasstt  CCeennttrraall  AAffrriiccaa  II  ssaaww  nnootthhiinngg  ttoo  ssuuggggeesstt  MMoohhaammmmeeddaanniissmm  aass  aa  cciivviilliissiinngg  

ppoowweerr..  WWhhaatteevveerr  lliivviinngg  ffoorrccee  mmiigghhtt  bbee  iinn  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  rreemmaaiinneedd  llaatteenntt..  TThhee  

AArraabbss,,  oorr  tthheeiirr  ddeesscceennddaannttss,,  iinn  tthheessee  ppaarrttss  wweerree  nnoott  pprrooppaaggaannddiissttss..  TThheerree  wweerree  

nnoo  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  ttoo  pprreeaacchh  IIssllaamm,,  aanndd  tthhee  nnaattiivveess  ooff  MMuussccaatt  wweerree  ccoonntteenntt  tthhaatt  

tthheeiirr  ssllaavveess  sshhoouulldd  ccoonnffoorrmm,,  ttoo  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  eexxtteenntt,,  ttoo  tthhee  ffoorrmmss  ooff  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn..  

TThheeyy  lleefftt  tthhee  EEaasstt  AAffrriiccaann  ttrriibbeess,,  wwhhoo  iinnddeeeedd,,  iinn  tthheeiirr  ggrroossss  ddaarrkknneessss,,  wweerree  

eevviiddeennttllyy  ccoonntteenntt  ttoo  rreemmaaiinn  iinn  hhaappppyy  iiggnnoorraannccee..  TThheeiirr  iinnaappttiittuuddee  ffoorr  cciivviilliissaattiioonn  

wwaass  ssttrriikkiinnggllyy  sshhoowwnn  iinn  tthhee  ssttrraannggee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  ffiivvee  hhuunnddrreedd  yyeeaarrss  ooff  ccoonnttaacctt  wwiitthh  

sseemmii--cciivviilliisseedd  ppeeooppllee  hhaadd  lleefftt  tthheemm  wwiitthhoouutt  tthhee  ffaaiinntteesstt  rreefflleeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  hhiigghheerr  

ttrraaiittss  wwhhiicchh  cchhaarraacctteerriisseedd  tthheeiirr  nneeiigghhbboouurrss——nnoott  aa  ssiinnggllee  ggoooodd  sseeeedd  dduurriinngg  aallll  

tthheessee  yyeeaarrss  hhaadd  ssttrruucckk  rroooott  aanndd  fflloouurriisshheedd..""
22
  GGiivveenn  uupp  wwhhoollllyy  ttoo  tthhee  ppuurrssuuiittss  ooff  

ccoommmmeerrccee  oorr  ttoo  ssllaavvee--hhuunnttiinngg,,  tthhee  AArraabbss  iinn  EEaasstteerrnn  AAffrriiccaa  eexxhhiibbiitteedd  aa  

lluukkeewwaarrmmnneessss  iinn  pprroommoottiinngg  tthhee  iinntteerreessttss  ooff  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  iinn  ssttrriikkiinngg  

ccoonnttrraasstt  ttoo  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  zzeeaall  ddiissppllaayyeedd  bbyy  tthheeiirr  ccoo--rreelliiggiioonniissttss  iinn  ootthheerr  ppaarrttss  ooff  

AAffrriiccaa..  

  AA  nnoottaabbllee  eexxcceeppttiioonn  iiss  tthhee  pprrooppaaggaannddiisstt  aaccttiivviittyy  ooff  tthhee  AArraabb  ttrraaddeerrss  wwhhoo  

wweerree  aaddmmiitttteedd  iinnttoo  UUggaannddaa  iinn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  hhaallff  ooff  tthhee  nniinneetteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy;;  tthheeyy  

pprroobbaabbllyy  rreeccooggnniisseedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  ssttuurrddyy  iinnddeeppeennddeennccee  ooff  tthhee  BBaaggaannddaa  mmaaddee  ssllaavvee--

rraaiiddiinngg  aammoonngg  tthheemm  iimmppoossssiibbllee,,  ssoo  tthheeyy  ssoouugghhtt  ttoo  ggaaiinn  tthheeiirr  ccoonnffiiddeennccee  bbyy  

wwiinnnniinngg  tthheemm  oovveerr  ttoo  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  ffaaiitthh..  MMaannyy  ooff  tthhee  BBaaggaannddaa  bbeeccaammee  

                                                           
1
 KKiittāābb  ''aajjāā''iibb  aall--HHiinndd  oouu  LLiivvrree  ddeess  MMeerrvveeiilllleess  ddee  11''IInnddee,,  ppuubbllii??  ppaarr  PP..  AA..  vvaann  ddeerr  LLiitthh..  pppp..  5511--6600..  ((LLeeiiddeenn..  11888833..)) 

2
 MMoohhaammmmeeddaanniissmm  iinn  CCeennttrraall  AAffrriiccaa,,  bbyy  JJoosseepphh  TThhoommssoonn,,  pp..  887777.. 
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MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  dduurriinngg  tthhee  rreeiiggnn  ooff  KKiinngg  MMuutteessaa,,  bbuutt  SSttaannlleeyy''ss  vviissiitt  ttoo  tthhiiss  

mmoonnaarrcchh  iinn  11887755  lleedd  ttoo  tthhee  iinnttrroodduuccttiioonn  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  mmiissssiioonnss  iinn  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  

yyeeaarr,,  aanndd  tthhee  ppoowweerr  ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  iinn  tthhee  ssttaattee  ddeecclliinneedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  rraappiidd  

iinnccrreeaassee  iinn  tthhee  nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ccoonnvveerrttss  aanndd  tthhee  eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt  ooff  aa  

BBrriittiisshh  PPrrootteeccttoorraattee..
11
  BBuutt  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ssttiillll  hhoolldd  iimmppoorrttaanntt  

ppoossiittiioonnss  iinn  UUggaannddaa,,  aanndd  iitt  iiss  ssttaatteedd  tthhaatt  tthheerree  iiss  aa  ppoossssiibbiilliittyy  ooff  tthhee  EEaasstteerrnn  

PPrroovviinnccee  bbeeccoommiinngg  MMuusslliimm..  IInn  tthhee  rriicchh  ttrriibbuuttaarryy  ccoouunnttrryy  ooff  BBuussooggaa,,  ttoo  tthhee  nnoorrtthh  

ooff  UUggaannddaa,,  aa  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  tthhoossee  iinn  aauutthhoorriittyy  wweerree  ssaaiidd,,  iinn  11990066,,  ttoo  bbee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss..
22
  BBuutt  wwiitthh  tthhiiss  eexxcceeppttiioonn  IIssllaamm  iinn  EEaasstt  EEqquuaattoorriiaall  AAffrriiccaa  wwaass  uupp  

ttoo  tthhee  llaatttteerr  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  nniinneetteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  ccoonnffiinneedd  ttoo  tthhee  ccooaasstt--llaannddss  aanndd  tthhee  

iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy  aaddjjooiinniinngg  ccoouunnttrryy..  TThhee  eexxppllaannaattiioonn  wwoouulldd  aappppeeaarr  ttoo  bbee  tthhaatt  iitt  wwaass  

nnoott  ttoo  tthhee  iinntteerreessttss  ooff  tthhee  ssllaavvee--ddeeaalleerrss  ttoo  sspprreeaadd  IIssllaamm  aammoonngg  tthhee  hheeaatthheenn  ttrriibbeess  

ffrroomm  aammoonngg  wwhhoomm  tthheeyy  oobbttaaiinneedd  tthheeiirr  uunnhhaappppyy  vviiccttiimmss;;  ffoorr,,  oonnccee  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  ttoo  

IIssllaamm,,  tthhee  nnaattiivvee  ttrriibbeess  wwoouulldd  eenntteerr  iinnttoo  tthhee  bbrrootthheerrhhoooodd  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  ccoouulldd  

nnoott  bbee  rraaiiddeedd  aanndd  ccaarrrriieedd  ooffff  aass  ssllaavveess..
33
  

  TThhee  ssuupppprreessssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ssllaavvee--ttrraaddee,,  wwiitthh  tthhee  eexxtteennssiioonn  ooff  EEuurrooppeeaann  rruullee  

oovveerr  EEaasstt  EEqquuaattoorriiaall  AAffrriiccaa,,  wwaass  ffoolllloowweedd  bbyy  aa  rreemmaarrkkaabbllee  eexxppaannssiioonn  ooff  MMuusslliimm  

mmiissssiioonnaarryy  aaccttiivviittyy;;  ppeeaaccee  aanndd  oorrddeerr  wweerree  eessttaabblliisshheedd  iinn  tthhee  iinntteerriioorr,,  rraaiillwwaayyss  

aanndd  hhiigghh  rrooaaddss  wweerree  mmaaddee,,  aanndd  tthhee  ppeeaacceeffuull  MMuusslliimm  ttrraaddeerr  ccoouulldd  nnooww  mmaakkee  hhiiss  

wwaayy  iinnttoo  ddiissttrriiccttss  hhiitthheerrttoo  cclloosseedd  ttoo  hhiimm..  TThhee  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn  sseelleecctteedd  iittss  ooffffiicciiaallss  

ffrroomm  aammoonngg  tthhee  mmoorree  ccuullttiivvaatteedd  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  sseeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn;;  

tthhoouussaannddss  ooff  ppoossttss  wweerree  ccrreeaatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ooff  GGeerrmmaann  EEaasstt  AAffrriiccaa  aanndd  

ggiivveenn  ttoo  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ooffffiicciiaallss,,  wwhhoossee  iinnfflluueennccee  wwaass  uusseedd  ttoo  bbrriinngg  oovveerr  wwhhoollee  

vviillllaaggeess  ttoo  IIssllaamm..
44
  TThhee  tteeaacchheerrss  ooff  tthhee  ssttaattee  sscchhoooollss  wweerree  lliikkeewwiissee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss,,  aanndd  aass  eeaarrllyy  aass  tthhee  llaasstt  ddeeccaaddeess  ooff  tthhee  nniinneetteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  

SSwwaahhiillii  sscchhoooollmmaasstteerrss  wweerree  oobbsseerrvveedd  ttoo  bbee  ccaarrrryyiinngg  oonn  aa  lliivveellyy  aanndd  ssuucccceessssffuull  

mmiissssiioonn  wwoorrkk  aammoonngg  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  BBoonndd??ii  aanndd  tthhee  WWaaddiiggoo  ((wwhhoo  ddwweellll  aa  lliittttllee  

iinnllaanndd  ffrroomm  tthhee  ccooaasstt))  iinn  GGeerrmmaann  EEaasstt  AAffrriiccaa..
55
  BBuutt  iitt  wwaass  iinn  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  

ttwweennttiieetthh  cceennttuurryy,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  aafftteerr  tthhee  ssuupppprreessssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  iinnssuurrrreeccttiioonn  ooff  11990055  iinn  

GGeerrmmaann  EEaasstt  AAffrriiccaa,,  tthhaatt  tthhee  aaccttiivviittyy  ooff  tthhiiss  nneeww  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  mmoovveemmeenntt  bbeeccaammee  

ssttrriikkiinnggllyy  nnoottiicceeaabbllee  iinn  tthhee  iinntteerriioorr..
66
  TThhiiss  mmoovveemmeenntt  ooff  eexxppaannssiioonn  hhaass  eessppeecciiaallllyy  

ffoolllloowweedd  tthhee  rraaiillrrooaaddss  aanndd  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  ttrraaddee  rroouutteess,,  aanndd  hhaass  sspprreeaadd  rriigghhtt  aaccrroossss  

GGeerrmmaann  EEaasstt  AAffrriiccaa  ttoo  iittss  wweesstteerrnn  bboouunnddaarryy  oonn  LLaakkee  TTaannggaannyyiikkaa,,  nnoorrtthhwwaarrdd  

ffrroomm  UUssaammbbaarraa  ttoo  tthhee  KKiilliimmaannjjaarroo  ddiissttrriicctt,,  aanndd  ssoouutthhwwaarrdd  ttoo  LLaakkee  NNyyaassaa..
77
  TThhee  

wwoorrkkeerrss  iinn  tthhiiss  pprrooppaaggaannddaa  aarree  mmeerrcchhaannttss,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  SSwwaahhiilliiss  ffrroomm  tthhee  ccooaasstt,,  

                                                           
1
 RRoossccooee,,  pp..  222299  ssqq.. 

2
 ZZwweemmeerr,,  pp..  223366..  GGaaiirrddnneerr  ((pp..  2266))  ggiivveess  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  aass  220000,,000000  oouutt  ooff  aa  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  ffoouurr  

mmiilllliioonnss,,  bbuutt  hhee  ddooeess  nnoott  ssttaattee  ffrroomm  wwhhaatt  ssoouurrccee  hhee  ddeerriivveess  tthheessee  ffiigguurreess..  RRoossccooee  ((pp..  66))  ggiivveess  tthhee  ttoottaall  ppooppuullaattiioonn  

ooff  UUggaannddaa  aass  aabboouutt  oonnee  mmiilllliioonn  oonnllyy.. 
3
 RRiicchhtteerr,,  pppp..  114466--77,,  115544..      MMeerreennsskkyy,,  pp..  115566..      KKllaammrrootthh,,  pp..  44.. 

4
 RR..  dduu  MM..  MM..,,  vvooll..  iixx..  ((11990099)),,  pp..  332222.. 

5
 OOssccaarr  BBaauummaannnn::    UUssaammbbaarraa  uunndd  sseeiinnee  NNaacchhbbaarrggeebbiieettee,,  pppp..  114411115533..  ((BBeerrlliinn,,  11889911..)) 

6
 BBeecckkeerr,,  IIssllaamm  iinn  DDeeuuttsscchh--OOssttaaffrriikkaa,,  pp..  1100..  

7
 IIdd..  pp..  1133  ssqqqq..  KKllaammrrootthh,,  pppp..  1144--2288.. 
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ssoollddiieerrss  aanndd  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ooffffiicciiaallss..
11
  TThhee  aacccceeppttaannccee  ooff  IIssllaamm  iiss  llooookkeedd  uuppoonn  aass  aa  

ssiiggnn  ooff  aann  eelleevvaattiioonn  ttoo  aa  hhiigghheerr  cciivviilliissaattiioonn  aanndd  ssoocciiaall  ssttaattuuss,,  aanndd  tthhee  rriiddiiccuullee  

wwiitthh  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  ppaaggaannss  aarree  rreeggaarrddeedd  bbyy  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  iiss  ssaaiidd  oofftteenn  ttoo  bbee  aa  

ddeetteerrmmiinniinngg  ffaaccttoorr  iinn  tthheeiirr  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn..
22
  AAnn  iinnssttaannccee  ooff  tthhee  ooppeerraattiioonn  ooff  tthhiiss  

ffeeeelliinngg  mmaayy  bbee  ttaakkeenn  ffrroomm  WWeesstt  UUssaammbbaarraa,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  ssaaiidd  iinn  11889911  ttoo  bbee  ssttiillll  

cclloosseedd  ttoo  IIssllaamm;;  tthhee  ffeeeelliinngg  ooff  bbootthh  cchhiieeffss  aanndd  ppeeooppllee  wwaass  hhoossttiillee  ttoo  tthhee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss,,  wwhhoo  wweerree  hhaatteedd  aanndd  ffeeaarreedd  aass  ssllaavvee--ddeeaalleerrss  ;;  bbuutt  wwhheenn  tthhee  ddaayyss  

ooff  tthhee  ssllaavvee--ttrraaddee  wweerree  oovveerr  aanndd  aann  oorrddeerreedd  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn  wwaass  eessttaabblliisshheedd,,  tthhee  

ffiirrsstt  nnaattiivvee  ooffffiicciiaallss  aappppooiinntteedd  wweerree  aallmmoosstt  eennttiirreellyy  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss;;  tthheeyy  

iimmpprreesssseedd  uuppoonn  tthhee  cchhiieeffss  aanndd  ootthheerr  nnoottaabblleess  wwhhoo  ccaammee  iinn  ttoouucchh  wwiitthh  tthheemm  tthhaatt  

iitt  wwaass  tthhee  ccoorrrreecctt  tthhiinngg  ffoorr  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  mmoovveedd  iinn  ooffffiicciiaall  cciirrcclleess  ttoo  bbee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss,,  aanndd  tthheerreebbyy  aacchhiieevveedd  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  ggrreeaatteerr  

cchhiieeffss,,  wwhhoo  aafftteerrwwaarrddss  eexxeerrcciisseedd  aa  ssiimmiillaarr  iinnfflluueennccee  oonn  cchhiieeffss  ooff  aann  iinnffeerriioorr  

ddeeggrreeee..
33
  TThheerree  sseeeemmss  ttoo  bbee  lliittttllee  eevviiddeennccee  ooff  tthhee  aaccttiivviittyy  ooff  pprrooffeessssiioonnaall  

mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  oorr  ooff  aannyy  ooff  tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  oorrddeerrss,,  bbuutt  tthheerree  aarree  nnoott  wwaannttiinngg  

eevviiddeenncceess  ooff  ssyysstteemmaattiicc  eeffffoorrttss,,  ssuucchh  aass  tthhoossee  ooff  aa  MMuusslliimm  tteeaacchheerr,,  wwhhoo  iiss  

rreeppoorrtteedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  rreegguullaarrllyy  vviissiitteedd  aa  ddiissttrriicctt  iinn  tthhee  KKiilliimmaannjjaarroo  ccoouunnttrryy  eevveerryy  

wweeeekk  ffoorr  ffiivvee  mmoonntthhss,,  pprreeaacchhiinngg  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  IIssllaamm;;  hhiiss  mmiinniissttrraattiioonnss  wweerree  

wweellccoommeedd  bbyy  tthhee  ppeeooppllee,,  wwhhoomm  hhee  eenntteerrttaaiinneedd  wwiitthh  ffeeaassttss  ooff  rriiccee,,  eettcc..
44
  IInn  tthhiiss  

zzeeaalloouuss  pprrooppaaggaannddaa  iitt  iiss  nnoottiicceeaabbllee  tthhaatt  tthhee  pprreeaacchheerrss  ooff  IIssllaamm  ddoo  nnoott  ccoonnffiinnee  

tthheeiirr  aatttteennttiioonn  ttoo  ppaaggaannss  oonnllyy,,  bbuutt  sseeeekk  aallssoo  ttoo  wwiinn  ccoonnvveerrttss  ffrroomm  aammoonngg  tthhee  

nnaattiivvee  CChhrriissttiiaannss..
55
  

  IIssllaamm  mmaaddee  iittss  wwaayy  iinnttoo  NNyyaassaallaanndd  aallssoo  ffrroomm  tthhee  EEaasstt  CCooaasstt,,  hhaavviinngg  bbeeeenn  

iinnttrroodduucceedd  bbyy  tthhee  ssllaavvee--rraaiiddiinngg  AArraabbss  aanndd  tthheeiirr  aalllliieess  tthhee  YYaaooss,,  wwhhoossee  aanncceessttoorrss  

ccaammee  ffrroomm  nneeaarr  tthhee  EEaasstt  CCooaasstt  wwhheerree  tthheeyy  hhaadd  lloonngg  ssiinnccee  aacccceepptteedd  IIssllaamm..  IItt  iiss  

ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  aann  AArraabb  iiss  nnooww  sseellddoomm  sseeeenn  iinn  NNyyaassaallaanndd,,  bbuutt  tthhee  YYaaooss  ccoonnssttiittuuttee  oonnee  

ooff  tthhee  mmoosstt  ppoowweerrffuull  nnaattiivvee  ttrriibbeess  iinn  NNyyaassaallaanndd,,  aanndd  llooookk  uuppoonn  IIssllaamm  aass  tthheeiirr  

nnaattiioonnaall  ffaaiitthh..  TThhoouugghh  tthheerree  aappppeeaarrss  ttoo  bbee  nnoo  oorrggaanniisseedd  pprrooppaaggaannddaa,,  IIssllaamm  hhaass  

sspprreeaadd  vveerryy  rraappiiddllyy  dduurriinngg  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ddeeccaaddee  ooff  tthhee  ttwweennttiieetthh  cceennttuurryy,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  

aammoonngg  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  mmoosstt  iinntteelllliiggeenntt  ttrriibbeess  iinn  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy..
66
  

  IIssllaamm  hhaass  aacchhiieevveedd  aa  ssiimmiillaarr  ssuucccceessss  aammoonngg  tthhee  GGaallllaa  aanndd  tthhee  SSoommaallii..  

MMeennttiioonn  hhaass  aallrreeaaddyy  bbeeeenn  mmaaddee  ooff  tthhee  GGaallllaa  sseettttlleemmeennttss  iinn  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa;;  tthheessee  

iimmmmiiggrraannttss,,  wwhhoo  aarree  ddiivviiddeedd  iinnttoo  sseevveenn  pprriinncciippaall  ccllaannss,,  wwiitthh  tthhee  ggeenneerriicc  nnaammee  ooff  

WWoolllloo--GGaallllaa,,  wweerree  pprroobbaabbllyy  aallll  hheeaatthheenn  aatt  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  tthheeiirr  iinnccuurrssiioonn  iinnttoo  tthhee  

ccoouunnttrryy,,
77
  aanndd  aa  llaarrggee  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthheemm  rreemmaaiinn  ssoo  ttoo  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddaayy..  AAfftteerr  sseettttlliinngg  iinn  

                                                           
1
 IIdd..  pp..  5533  

2
 KKllaammrrootthh..  pppp..  2211,,  2255,,  5544.. 

3
 IIdd..  pppp..  2233--44.. 

4
 IIdd,,  pp..  2266.. 

5
 IIdd..  pp..  6677.. 

6
 BBeecckkeerr::  IIssllaamm  iinn  DDeeuuttsscchh--OOssttaaffrriikkaa,,    pp..  1144..  TThhee    MMoosslleemm      WWoorrlldd,,  vvooll..    iiii..    pp..  33    ssqqqq..  

7
 AA  ccoonntteemmppoorraarryy  EEtthhiiooppiicc  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  tthheessee  ttrriibbeess,,——GGeesscchhiicchhttee  ddeerr  GGaallllaa..  BBeerriicchhtt  eeiinneess  aabbeessssiinniisscchheenn  MMōōcchheess  

?? bbeerr  ddiiee  IInnvvaassiioonn  ddeerr  GGaallllaa  iinn  sseeccbbzzeehhnntteenn  JJaahhrrhhuunnddeerrtt..  TTeexxtt  uunndd  ?? bbeerrsseettzzuunngg  hhrrssgg..  vvoonn  AA..  WW..  SScchhlleeiicchhlleerr  

((BBeerrlliinn,,  11889933)),,——sseeeemmss  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  ttoo  rreepprreesseenntt  tthheemm  aass  hheeaatthheenn,,  tthhoouugghh  nnoo  ddeettaaiilleedd  aaccccoouunntt  iiss  ggiivveenn  ooff  tthheeiirr  

rreelliiggiioonn..  RReecclluuss  ((ttoommee  xx..  PP--  333300))  hhoowweevveerr,,  ssuuppppoosseess  tthheemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  aatt  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  tthheeiirr  
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AAbbyyssssiinniiaa  tthheeyy  ssoooonn  bbeeccaammee  nnaattuurraalliisseedd  tthheerree,,  aanndd  iinn  mmaannyy  iinnssttaanncceess  aaddoopptteedd  

tthhee  llaanngguuaaggee,,  mmaannnneerrss  aanndd  ccuussttoommss  ooff  tthhee  oorriiggiinnaall  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy..
11
  

  TThhee  ssttoorryy  ooff  tthheeiirr  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  iiss  oobbssccuurree  ::  wwhhiillee  ssoommee  ooff  tthheemm  aarree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  

hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ffoorrcciibbllyy  bbaappttiisseedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh,,  tthhee  aabbsseennccee  ooff  aannyy  ppoolliittiiccaall  

ppoowweerr  iinn  tthhee  hhaannddss  ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  pprreecclluuddeess  tthhee  ppoossssiibbiilliittyy  ooff  aannyy  

ccoonnvveerrttss  ttoo  IIssllaamm  hhaavviinngg  bbeeeenn  mmaaddee  iinn  aa  ssiimmiillaarr  ffaasshhiioonn..  IInn  tthhee  eeiigghhtteeeenntthh  

cceennttuurryy,,  tthhoossee  iinn  tthhee  ssoouutthh  wweerree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  bbee  mmoossttllyy  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss,,  tthhoossee  ttoo  tthhee  

eeaasstt  aanndd  wweesstt  cchhiieeffllyy  ppaaggaannss..
22
  MMoorree  rreecceenntt  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ppooiinnttss  ttoo  aa  ffuurrtthheerr  

iinnccrreeaassee  iinn  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  ffoolllloowweerrss  ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett,,  aanndd  iinn  11886677  MMuunnzziinnggeerr  

pprroopphheessiieedd  tthhaatt  iinn  aa  sshhoorrtt  ttiimmee  aallll  tthhee  GGaallllaa  ttrriibbeess  wwoouulldd  bbee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann,,
33
  aanndd  

aass  tthheeyy  wweerree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  bbee  ""  vveerryy  ffaannaattiiccaall,,""  wwee  mmaayy  pprreessuummee  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  wweerree  bbyy  nnoo  

mmeeaannss  hhaallff--hheeaarrtteedd  oorr  lluukkeewwaarrmm  iinn  tthheeiirr  aaddhheerreennccee  ttoo  tthhiiss  rreelliiggiioonn..
44
  

  TThhee  GGaallllaa  ffrreeeeddmmaann  wwhhoomm  DDoouugghhttyy  mmeett  aatt  KKhhaayybbaarr  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  eexxhhiibbiitteedd  aa  

rreemmaarrkkaabbllee  ddeeggrreeee  ooff  zzeeaall  ffoorr  hhiiss  oowwnn  ffaaiitthh..  HHee  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ccaarrrriieedd  ooffff  ffrroomm  hhiiss  

hhoommee  wwhheenn  aa  cchhiilldd  aanndd  ssoolldd  aass  aa  ssllaavvee  iinn  JJiiddddaahh  ;;  wwhheenn  DDoouugghhttyy  aasskkeedd  hhiimm  

wwhheetthheerr  nnoo  aannggeerr  wwaass  lleefftt  iinn  hhiiss  hheeaarrtt  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  hhaadd  ssttoolleenn  hhiimm  aanndd  ssoolldd  

hhiiss  lliiffee  ttoo  sseerrvviittuuddee  iinn  tthhee  eennddss  ooff  tthhee  eeaarrtthh,,  ""  YYeett  oonnee  tthhiinngg,,""  hhee  aannsswweerreedd,,  ""hhaass  

rreeccoommppeennsseedd  mmee,,——tthhaatt  II  rreemmaaiinneedd  nnoott  iinn  iiggnnoorraannccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  hheeaatthheenn  !!——OOhh,,  tthhee  

wwoonnddeerrffuull  pprroovviiddeennccee  ooff  UUllllaahh  !!  wwhheerreebbyy  II  aamm  ccoommee  ttoo  tthhiiss  ccoouunnttrryy  ooff  tthhee  

AAppoossttllee,,  aanndd  ttoo  tthhee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  !!  ""
55
  ""  OOhh  !!  wwhhaatt  sswweeeettnneessss  iiss  tthheerree  

iinn  bbeelliieevviinngg  !!  TTrruusstt  mmee,,  ddeeaarr  ccoommrraaddee,,  iitt  iiss  aa  tthhiinngg  aabboovvee  tthhaatt  wwhhiicchh  aannyy  hheeaarrtt  

mmaayy  ssppeeaakk;;  aanndd  wwoouulldd  GGoodd  tthhoouu  wweerrtt  ccoommee  ttoo  tthhiiss  ((hheeaavveennllyy))  kknnoowwlleeddggee;;  bbuutt  

tthhee  LLoorrdd  wwiillll  ssuurreellyy  hhaavvee  aa  ccaarree  ooff  tthheeee,,  tthhaatt  tthhoouu  sshhoouullddsstt  nnoott  ppeerriisshh  wwiitthhoouutt  tthhee  

rreelliiggiioonn..  AAyy,,  hhooww  ggoooodd  aa  tthhiinngg  iitt  wweerree  ttoo  sseeee  tthheeee  aa  MMoosslleemm,,  aanndd  bbeeccoommee  oonnee  

wwiitthh  uuss;;  bbuutt  II  kknnooww  tthhaatt  tthhee  ttiimmee  iiss  iinn  GGoodd''ss  hhaanndd  ::  tthhee  LLoorrdd''ss  wwiillll  bbee  ddoonnee..""
66
    

  AAmmoonngg  tthhee  GGaallllaa  ttrriibbeess  ooff  tthhee  ttrruuee  GGaallllaa  ccoouunnttrryy,,  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  iiss  ppaarrttllyy  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ((ssoommee  ttrriibbeess  hhaavviinngg  bbeeeenn  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  aabboouutt  11550000))
77
  aanndd  ppaarrttllyy  

hheeaatthheenn,,  wwiitthh  tthhee  eexxcceeppttiioonn  ooff  tthhoossee  ttrriibbeess  iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy  bboorrddeerriinngg  oonn  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa  

wwhhoo  iinn  tthhee  llaatttteerr  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  nniinneetteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  wweerree  ffoorrcceedd  bbyy  tthhee  kkiinngg  ooff  tthhaatt  

ccoouunnttrryy  ttoo  aacccceepptt  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy..
88
  AAmmoonngg  tthhee  mmoouunnttaaiinnss,,  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  aarree  iinn  

aa  mmiinnoorriittyy,,  bbuutt  oonn  tthhee  ppllaaiinnss  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  ooff  IIssllaamm  hhaavvee  mmeett  wwiitthh  ssttrriikkiinngg  

ssuucccceessss,,  aanndd  tthheeiirr  tteeaacchhiinngg  ffoouunndd  aa  rraappiiddllyy  iinnccrreeaassiinngg  aacccceeppttaannccee  dduurriinngg  tthhee  llaasstt  

cceennttuurryy..  AAnnttoonniioo  CCeecccchhii,,  wwhhoo  vviissiitteedd  tthhee  ppeettttyy  kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  LLiimmmmuu  iinn  11887788,,  

ggiivveess  aann  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  AAbbbbaa  BBaagghhiibboo,,
99
  tthhee  ffaatthheerr  ooff  tthhee  tthheenn  

                                                                                                                                                                                     

iinnvvaassiioonn..  
1
 HHeennrryy  SSaalltt::  AA  VVooyyaaggee  ttoo  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa,,  pp..  229999..        ((LLoonnddoonn,,  11881144..)) 

2
 JJaammeess  BBrruuccee::  TTrraavveellss  ttoo  ddiissccoovveerr  tthhee  ssoouurrccee  ooff  tthhee  NNiillee,,  22nndd  eedd..  vvooll..  iiiiii..  pp..  224433..  ((EEddiinnbbuurrgghh,,  11880055..)) 

3
 MMuunnzziinnggeerr,,  pp..  440088.. 

4
 II..  LL..  KKrraappff::  RReeiisseenn  iinn  OOsstt--AAffrriiccaa,,  aauussggeeff??hhrrtt  iinn  ddeenn  JJaahhrreenn  11883377--5555,,  vvooll..  ii..  pp..  110066..  ((KKoorrnnttbbaall..  11885588..))  

 
5
 AArraabbiiaa  DDeesseerrttaa,,  vvooll..  iiii..  pp..  116688.. 

6
 IIdd..,,  vvooll..  iiii  pp..  110099,,  

7
 MMoorriiee,,  vvooll..  iiii..  pp..  224488.. 

8
 RReecclluuss,,  ttoommee..  xx..  pp..  330099..        BBaasssseett,,  pppp..  227700--11.. 

9
WWhheenn  tthhee  RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliiccss  ooppeenneedd  aa  mmiissssiioonn  aammoonngg  tthhee  GGaallllaass  iinn  11884466,,  AAbbbbaa  BBaagghhiibb??  ssaaiidd  ttoo  tthheemm  ;;  ""  HHaadd  

yyoouu  ccoommee  tthhiirrttyy  yyeeaarrss  aaggoo,,  nnoott  oonnllyy  II,,  bbuutt  aallll  mmyy  ccoouunnttrryymmeenn  mmiigghhtt  hhaavvee  eemmbbrraacceedd  yyoouurr  rreelliiggiioonn;;  bbuutt  nnooww  iitt  iiss  
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rreeiiggnniinngg  cchhiieeffttaaiinn,,  bbyy  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  wwhhoo  ffoorr  ssoommee  yyeeaarrss  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ppuusshhiinngg  

tthheeiirr  pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  eeffffoorrttss  iinn  tthhiiss  ccoouunnttrryy  iinn  tthhee  gguuiissee  ooff  ttrraaddeerrss..  HHiiss  eexxaammppllee  wwaass  

ffoolllloowweedd  bbyy  tthhee  cchhiieeffss  ooff  tthhee  nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  GGaallllaa  kkiinnggddoommss  aanndd  bbyy  tthhee  ooffffiicceerrss  

ooff  tthheeiirr  ccoouurrttss  ;;  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  ccoommmmoonn  ppeeooppllee  aallssoo  wweerree  wwoonn  oovveerr  ttoo  tthhee  nneeww  ffaaiitthh,,  

aanndd  iitt  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ttoo  mmaakkee  pprrooggrreessss  aammoonngg  tthheemm,,  bbuutt  tthhee  ggrreeaatteerr  ppaarrtt  cclliinngg  ffiirrmmllyy  

ttoo  tthheeiirr  aanncciieenntt  ccuulltt..
11
  TThheessee  ttrraaddeerrss  rreecceeiivveedd  aa  rreeaaddyy  wweellccoommee  aatt  tthhee  ccoouurrttss  ooff  tthhee  

GGaallllaa  cchhiieeffss,,  iinnaassmmuucchh  aass  tthheeyy  ffoouunndd  tthheemm  aa  mmaarrkkeett  ffoorr  tthhee  ccoommmmeerrcciiaall  pprroodduuccttss  

ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  aanndd  iimmppoorrtteedd  oobbjjeeccttss  ooff  ffoorreeiiggnn  mmaannuuffaaccttuurree  iinn  eexxcchhaannggee..  AAss  tthheeyy  

mmaaddee  tthheeiirr  jjoouurrnneeyyss  ttoo  tthhee  ccooaasstt  oonnccee  aa  yyeeaarr  oonnllyy,,  oorr  eevveenn  oonnccee  iinn  ttwwoo  yyeeaarrss,,  aanndd  

lliivveedd  aallll  tthhee  rreesstt  ooff  tthhee  ttiimmee  iinn  tthhee  GGaallllaa  ccoouunnttrryy,,  tthheeyy  hhaadd  pplleennttyy  ooff  

ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess,,  wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  kknneeww  wweellll  hhooww  ttoo  aavvaaiill  tthheemmsseellvveess  ooff,,  ffoorr  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ooff  

pprrooppaaggaattiinngg  IIssllaamm,,  aanndd  wwhheerreevveerr  tthheeyy  sseett  tthheeiirr  ffoooott  tthheeyy  wweerree  ssuurree  iinn  aa  sshhoorrtt  

ssppaaccee  ooff  ttiimmee  ttoo  ggaaiinn  aa  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  pprroosseellyytteess..
22
  IIssllaamm  hheerree  ccaammee  iinn  ccoonnfflliicctt  

wwiitthh  CChhrriissttiiaann  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  ffrroomm  EEuurrooppee,,  wwhhoossee  eeffffoorrttss,,  tthhoouugghh  wwiinnnniinngg  ffoorr  

CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  aa  ffeeww  ccoonnvveerrttss,,  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ccrroowwnneedd  wwiitthh  vveerryy  lliittttllee  ssuucccceessss,,
33
——eevveenn  

tthhee  ccoonnvveerrttss  ooff  CCaarrddiinnaall  MMaassssaajjaa  ((aafftteerr  hhee  wwaass  eexxppeelllleedd  ffrroomm  tthheessee  ppaarrttss))  eeiitthheerr  

eemmbbrraacceedd  IIssllaamm  oorr  eennddeedd  bbyy  bbeelliieevviinngg  nneeiitthheerr  iinn  CChhrriisstt  nnoorr  iinn  AAllllāāhh,,
44
——wwhheerreeaass  

tthhee  MMuusslliimm  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  aacchhiieevveedd  aa  ccoonnttiinnuuoouuss  ssuucccceessss,,  aanndd  ppuusshheedd  tthheeiirr  wwaayy  

ffaarr  ttoo  tthhee  ssoouutthh,,  aanndd  ccrroosssseedd  tthhee  WWāābbii  rriivveerr..
55
  TThhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  GGaallllaa  ttrriibbeess  

ddwweelllliinngg  iinn  tthhee  wweesstt  ooff  tthhee  GGaallllaa  ccoouunnttrryy  wweerree  ssttiillll  hheeaatthheenn  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  

tthhee  nniinneetteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  bbuutt  aammoonngg  tthhee  mmoosstt  wweesstteerrllyy  ooff  tthheemm,,  vviizz..  tthhee  LLeeggaa,,
66
  tthhee  

oolldd  nnaattuurree  wwoorrsshhiipp  aappppeeaarreedd  ttoo  bbee  oonn  tthhee  ddeecclliinnee  aanndd  tthhee  ggrroowwiinngg  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  

tthhee  MMuusslliimm  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  mmaaddee  iitt  pprroobbaabbllee  tthhaatt  wwiitthhiinn  aa  ffeeww  yyeeaarrss  tthhee  LLeeggaa  

wwoouulldd  aallll  hhaavvee  eenntteerreedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  ppaallee  ooff  IIssllaamm..
77
  

  TThhee  NNoorrtthh--EEaasstt  AAffrriiccaa  ooff  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddaayy  pprreesseennttss  iinnddeeeedd  tthhee  ssppeeccttaaccllee  ooff  

aa  rreemmaarrkkaabbllyy  eenneerrggeettiicc  aanndd  zzeeaalloouuss  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  aaccttiivviittyy  oonn  tthhee  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss..  SSeevveerraall  hhuunnddrreeddss  ooff  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  ccoommee  ffrroomm  AArraabbiiaa  eevveerryy  yyeeaarr,,  

aanndd  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  eevveenn  mmoorree  ssuucccceessssffuull  iinn  tthheeiirr  llaabboouurrss  aammoonngg  tthhee  SSoommaallii  tthhaann  

aammoonngg  tthhee  GGaallllaa..
88
  TThhee  cclloossee  pprrooxxiimmiittyy  ooff  tthhee  SSoommaallii  ccoouunnttrryy  ttoo  AArraabbiiaa  mmuusstt  

hhaavvee  ccaauusseedd  iitt  vveerryy  eeaarrllyy  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  tthhee  sscceennee  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  

llaabboouurrss,,  bbuutt  ooff  tthheessee  uunnffoorrttuunnaatteellyy  lliittttllee  rreeccoorrdd  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  ssuurrvviivveedd..  TThhee  

ppeeooppllee  ooff  ZZaayyllaa''  wweerree  ssaaiidd  bbyy  IIbbnn  ḤḤ aawwqqaall
99
  iinn  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  hhaallff  tthhee  nniinntthh  cceennttuurryy  

ttoo  bbee  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  bbuutt  iinn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  hhaallff  ooff  tthhee  ffoouurrtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy..  AAbbuu''ll--FFiiddāā  ssppeeaakkss  

                                                                                                                                                                                     

iimmppoossssiibbllee..""  ((MMaassssaajjaa,,  vvooll..  iivv..  pp..  110033..))  
1
DDaa    ZZeeiillaa  aallllee    ffrroonnttiieerree  ddeell      CCaaffffaa,,  vvooll..  iiii..  pp..      116600..        ((RRoommee,,      11888866--77..))  MMaassssaaiiaa..  vvooll..  iivv..  pp..  110033;;    vvooll..  vvii..  pp..  1100..  

2
 MMaassssaajjaa,,  vvooll..  iivv..  pp..  110022.. 

3
  SSppeeaakkiinngg  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiilluurree  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  mmiissssiioonnss,,  CCeecccchhii  ssaayyss  ::  ""  ddii  ccii??  ssii  ddeevvee  rriicceerrccaarree  llaa  ccaauussaa  nneelllloo  eessppaannddeerrssii  

cchhee  ffeeccee  qquuaaggggii??;;jjiiuu  iinn  qquueessttii  uullttiimmii  aannnnii  11''  iissllaammiissmmoo,,  ppoorrttaattoo  ddaa  cceennttiinnaajjaa  ddii  pprreettii  ee  mmeerrccaannttii  mmuussuullmmaannii,,  ccuuii  

nnoonn  ffaacceevvaannoo  ddiiffeettttoo  ii  mmeezzzzii,,  11''  aassttuuzziiaa  ee  llaa  ppiieennaa  ccoonnoosscceennzzaa  ddeellllaa  lliinngguuaa..""  ((OOpp..  cciitt..  vvooll..  iiii..  pp..  334422..))  
4
 IIdd..,,  pp..  334433  

5
  RReecclluuss,,  ttoommee  xxiiiiii..  pp..  883344..  

6
  TThhee  LLeeggaa  aarree  ffoouunndd  iinn  lloonngg..  99°°  ttoo  99°°  3300

//
  aanndd  llaatt..  EE..  3344°°  3355

//
  ttoo  3355°°..  

7
 RReecclluuss,,  ttoommee  xx..  pp..  335500.. 

8
 PPaauulliittsscchhkkee,,  pppp..  333300--11.. 

9
 IIbbnn  ḤḤ aawwqqaall  pp..  4411..  



 262 

ooff  tthheemm  aass  bbeeiinngg  MMuussaallmmaannss..
11
  TThhee  nneeww  ffaaiitthh  wwaass  pprroobbaabbllyy  bbrroouugghhtt  aaccrroossss  tthhee  

sseeaa  bbyy  AArraabb  mmeerrcchhaannttss  oorr  rreeffuuggeeeess..  TThhee  SSoommaalliiss  ooff  tthhee  nnoorrtthh  hhaavvee  aa  ttrraaddiittiioonn  ooff  

aa  cceerrttaaiinn  AArraabb  ooff  nnoobbllee  bbiirrtthh  wwhhoo,,  ccoommppeelllleedd  ttoo  fflleeee  hhiiss  oowwnn  ccoouunnttrryy,,  ccrroosssseedd  

tthhee  sseeaa  ttoo  AAddeell,,  wwhheerree  hhee  pprreeaacchheedd  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  IIssllaamm  aammoonngg  tthheeiirr  ffoorreeffaatthheerrss..
22
  IInn  

IInn  tthhee  ffiifftteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  aa  bbaanndd  ooff  ffoorrttyy--ffoouurr  AArraabbss  ccaammee  aass  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  ffrroomm  

ḤḤ aaḍḍ rraammaawwtt,,  llaannddiinngg  aatt  BBeerrbbeerraahh  oonn  tthhee  RReedd  SSeeaa,,  aanndd  tthheennccee  ddiissppeerrsseedd  oovveerr  tthhee  

SSoommaallii  ccoouunnttrryy  ttoo  pprreeaacchh  IIssllaamm..  OOnnee  ooff  tthheemm,,  SShhaayykkhh  IIbbrrāāhhīīmm  AAbbūū  ZZaarrbbaayy,,  

mmaaddee  hhiiss  wwaayy  ttoo  tthhee  cciittyy  ooff  HHaarraarr  aabboouutt  AA..DD..  11443300,,  aanndd  ggaaiinneedd  mmaannyy  ccoonnvveerrttss  

tthheerree,,  aanndd  hhiiss  ttoommbb  iiss  ssttiillll  hhoonnoouurreedd  iinn  tthhaatt  cciittyy..  AA  hhiillll  nneeaarr  BBeerrbbeerraahh  iiss  ssttiillll  

ccaalllleedd  tthhee  MMoouunntt  ooff  SSaaiinnttss  iinn  mmeemmoorryy  ooff  tthheessee  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess,,  wwhhoo  aarree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  

hhaavvee  ssaatt  tthheerree  iinn  ssoolleemmnn  ccoonnccllaavvee  bbeeffoorree  ssccaatttteerriinngg  ffaarr  aanndd  wwiiddee  ttoo  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ooff  

ccoonnvveerrssiioonn..
33
  IIssllaamm  ggrraadduuaallllyy  bbeeccaammee  pprreeddoommiinnaanntt  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ooff  

NNoorrtthh--EEaasstt  AAffrriiccaa,,  bbuutt  tthhee  ggrroowwiinngg  ppoowweerr  ooff  tthhee  EEmmppeerroorr  MMeenneelliikk  aanndd  hhiiss  

ooccccuuppaattiioonn  ooff  HHaarraarr  iinn  11888866  rreessuulltteedd  iinn  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss  ttoo  

CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy..
44
      

IInn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  ccoommpplleettee  tthhiiss  ssuurrvveeyy  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  AAffrriiccaa,,  iitt  rreemmaaiinnss  oonnllyy  ttoo  

ddrraaww  aatttteennttiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  rreelliiggiioonn  hhaass  aallssoo  mmaaddee  iittss  eennttrraannccee  iinnttoo  tthhee  

eexxttrreemmee  ssoouutthh  ooff  tthhiiss  ccoonnttiinneenntt,,  vviizz..  iinn  CCaappee  CCoolloonnyy..  TThheessee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ooff  

tthhee  CCaappee  aarree  ddeesscceennddaannttss  ooff  MMaallaayyss,,  wwhhoo  wweerree  bbrroouugghhtt  hheerree  bbyy  tthhee  DDuuttcchh
55
  eeiitthheerr  

eeiitthheerr  iinn  tthhee  sseevveenntteeeenntthh  oorr  eeiigghhtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy;;
66
    tthheeyy  ssppeeaakk  aa  ccoorrrruupptt  ffoorrmm  ooff  

tthhee  BBooeerr  ddiiaalleecctt,,  wwiitthh  aa  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  aaddmmiixxttuurree  ooff  AArraabbiicc,,  aanndd  ssoommee  EEnngglliisshh  aanndd  

MMaallaayy  wwoorrddss..  AA  ccuurriioouuss  lliittttllee  bbooookk  ppuubblliisshheedd  iinn  tthhiiss  ddiiaalleecctt  aanndd  wwrriitttteenn  iinn  

AArraabbiicc  cchhaarraacctteerrss  wwaass  ppuubblliisshheedd  iinn  CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee  iinn  11887777  bbyy  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  

mmiinniisstteerr  ooff  eedduuccaattiioonn,,  ttoo  sseerrvvee  aass  aa  hhaannddbbooookk  ooff  tthhee  pprriinncciipplleess  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  

ffaaiitthh..
77
  TThhee  tthhoorroouugghhllyy  DDuuttcchh  nnaammeess  tthhaatt  ssoommee  ooff  tthheemm  bbeeaarr,,  aanndd  tthhee  ttyyppee  ooff  ffaaccee  

ffaaccee  oobbsseerrvvaabbllee  iinn  mmaannyy  ooff  tthheemm,,  ppooiinntt  ttoo  tthhee  pprroobbaabbiilliittyy  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  aatt  ssoommee  

ttiimmee  rreecceeiivveedd  iinnttoo  tthheeiirr  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ssoommee  ppeerrssoonnss  ooff  DDuuttcchh  bbiirrtthh,,  oorr  aatt  lleeaasstt  tthhaatt  

tthheeyy  hhaavvee  iinn  tthheeiirr  vveeiinnss  aa  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  aaddmmiixxttuurree  ooff  DDuuttcchh  bblloooodd..  TThheeyy  hhaavvee  

aallssoo  ggaaiinneedd  ssoommee  ccoonnvveerrttss  ffrroomm  aammoonngg  tthhee  HHootttteennttoottss..  VVeerryy  lliittttllee  nnoottiiccee  hhaass  

bbeeeenn  ttaakkeenn  ooff  tthheemm  bbyy  EEuurrooppeeaann  ttrraavveelllleerrss,,
88
  oorr  eevveenn  bbyy  tthheeiirr  ccoo--rreelliiggiioonniissttss  uunnttiill  

uunnttiill  rreecceennttllyy..  IInn  11881199  CCoolleebbrrooookkee  hhaadd  ddrraawwnn  aatttteennttiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  ggrroowwtthh  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  

ssoommee  iinntteerreessttiinngg  nnootteess  hhee  wwrroottee  oonn  tthhee  CCaappee  CCoolloonnyy::  ""  MMoohhaammmmeeddaanniissmm  iiss  ssaaiidd  
                                                           
1
 AAbbuu''II--FFiiddaa,,  ttoommee  iiii..  II

rree
  ppaarrttiiee,,  pppp..  223311--22..  

2
 DDooccuummeennttss  ssuurr  II''hhiissttooiirree,,  llaa  ggeeooggrraapphhiiee  eett  llee  ccoommmmeerrccee  ddee  11''AAffrriiqquuee  OOrriieennttaallee,,  rreeccuueeiilllliiss  ppaarr  MM..  GGuuiillllaaiinn..        

DDeeuuxxii??mmee  ppaarrttiiee,,  ttoommee  ii..  pp..  339999..  ((PPaarriiss,,  11885566..)) 
3
 RR..  FF..  BBuurrttoonn  ::  FFiirrsstt  FFoooottpprriinnttss  iinn  EEaasstt  AAffrriiccaa,,  pppp..  7766,,  440044..        ((LLoonnddoonn,,  11885566..)) 

4
 RR..  dduu  MM..  MM..,,  vvii..  pp..  228888..    ((11990088..)) 

5
TThhee  CCaappee  ooff  GGoooodd  HHooppee  wwaass  iinn  tthhee  ppoosssseessssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  DDuuttcchh  ffrroomm  11665522  ttoo  11779955;;      rreessttoorreedd  ttoo  tthheemm  aafftteerr  tthhee  

PPeeaaccee  ooff  AAmmiieennss  iinn  11880022,,  iitt  wwaass  rree--ooccccuuppiieedd  bbyy  tthhee  BBrriittiisshh  aass  ssoooonn  aass  wwaarr  bbrrookkee  oouutt  aaggaaiinn..  
6
 AAmmoonngg  tthheessee  wwaass  SShhaayykkhh  YYūūssuuff,,  aa  rreelliiggiioouuss  tteeaacchheerr  ooff  ggrreeaatt  iinnfflluueennccee  iinn  JJaavvaa  aanndd  tthhee  llaasstt  cchhaammppiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

iinnddeeppeennddeennccee  ooff  BBaannttaamm;;    iinn  11669944  hhee  wwaass  rreemmoovveedd  bbyy  tthhee  DDuuttcchh  ttoo  CCaappee  CCoolloonnyy  aass  aa  pprriissoonneerr  ooff  ssttaattee,,  ttooggeetthheerr  

wwiitthh  hhiiss  ffaammiillyy  aanndd  nnuummeerroouuss  aatttteennddaannttss;;    hhiiss  ttoommbb  iiss  ssttiillll  rreeggaarrddeedd  aass  aa  hhoollyy  ppllaaccee..        ((GG..  MM..  TThheeaall::      HHiissttoorryy  aanndd  

EEtthhnnooggrraapphhyy  ooff  AAffrriiccaa  ssoouutthh  ooff  tthhee  ZZaammbbeessii,,  vvooll..  iiii..  pp..  226633  ))        ((LLoonnddoonn,,  11990099..)) 
7
 MM..  JJ..  ddee  GGooeejjee::  MMoohhaammmmeeddaaaannsscchhee  PPrrooppaaggaannddaa,,  pppp..  22,,  66..  ((OOvveerrggee--ddrruukktt  uuiitt  ddee  NNeeddeerrllaannddsscchhee  SSppeeccttaattoorr,,  NNoo..  

5511,,  11888811..)) 
8
 AAtttteennttiioonn  wwaass  ddrraawwnn  ttoo  tthheemm  iinn  11881144  bbyy  aa  MMrr..  CCaammppbbeellll..  SSeeee  WWiilllliiaamm  AAddaammss::  TThhee  MMooddeerrnn  VVooyyaaggeerr  aanndd  

TTrraavveelllleerr,,  vvooll..  ii..  pp..  9933..  ((LLoonnddoonn,,  II883344..))  
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ttoo  bbee  ggaaiinniinngg  ggrroouunndd  aammoonngg  tthhee  ssllaavveess  aanndd  ffrreeee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  ccoolloouurr  aatt  tthhee  CCaappee;;  

tthhaatt  iiss  ttoo  ssaayy,,  mmoorree  ccoonnvveerrttss  aammoonngg  nneeggrrooeess  aanndd  bbllaacckkss  ooff  eevveerryy  ddeessccrriippttiioonn  aarree  

mmaaddee  ffrroomm  PPaaggaanniissmm  ttoo  tthhee  MMuusslleemmaann,,  tthhaann  ttoo  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  rreelliiggiioonn,,  

nnoottwwiitthhssttaannddiinngg  tthhee  zzeeaalloouuss  eexxeerrttiioonnss  ooff  ppiioouuss  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess..  OOnnee  ccaauussee  ooff  tthhiiss  

ppeerrvveerrssiioonn  iiss  aasssseerrtteedd  ttoo  bbee  aa  mmaarrkkeedd  ddiissiinncclliinnaattiioonn  ooff  ssllaavvee  oowwnneerrss  ttoo  aallllooww  

tthheeiirr  ssllaavveess  ttoo  bbee  bbaappttiizzeedd;;  aarriissiinngg  ffrroomm  ssoommee  eerrrroonneeoouuss  nnoottiioonnss  oorr  oovveerr--cchhaarrggeedd  

aapppprreehheennssiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  rriigghhttss  wwhhiicchh  aa  bbaappttiizzeedd  ssllaavvee  aaccqquuiirreess..  SSllaavveess  aarree  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  

iimmpprreesssseedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  iiddeeaa  tthhaatt  ssuucchh  aa  ddiissiinncclliinnaattiioonn  ssuubbssiissttss,,  aanndd  iitt  iiss  nnoott  aann  

uunnffrreeqquueenntt  aannsswweerr  ooff  aa  ssllaavvee,,  wwhheenn  aasskkeedd  hhiiss  mmoottiivveess  ffoorr  ttuurrnniinngg  MMuusslleemmaann,,  

tthhaatt  ''  ssoommee  rreelliiggiioonn  hhee  mmuusstt  hhaavvee,,  aanndd  hhee  iiss  nnoott  aalllloowweedd  ttoo  ttuurrnn  CChhrriissttiiaann..''  PPrree--

jjuuddiicceess  iinn  tthhiiss  rreessppeecctt  aarree  wweeaarriinngg  aawwaayy;;  aanndd  lleessss  ddiissccoouurraaggeemmeenntt  iiss  nnooww  ggiivveenn  

ttoo  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  ssllaavveess  tthhaann  hheerreettooffoorree..  MMaasstteerrss,,  iitt  iiss  aaffffiirrmmeedd,,  bbeeggiinn  ttoo  ffiinndd  

tthhaatt  tthheeiirr  ssllaavveess  sseerrvvee  nnoott  tthhee  wwoorrssee  ffoorr  iinnssttrruuccttiioonn  rreecceeiivveedd  iinn  rreelliiggiioouuss  dduuttiieess..  

MMiissssiioonnaarriieess  wwhhoo  ddeevvoottee  tthheemmsseellvveess  eessppeecciiaallllyy  ttoo  tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  iinnssttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  

ssllaavveess  ((aanndd  tthheerree  iiss  oonnee  iinn  eeaacchh  ooff  tthhee  pprriinncciippaall  ttoowwnnss))  hhaavvee  iinnccrreeaassiinngg  

ccoonnggrreeggaattiioonnss,,  aanndd  hhooppee  tthhaatt  tthheeiirr  llaabboouurrss  aarree  nnoott  uunnffrruuiittffuull..  BBuutt  tthhee  MMuusslleemmaann  

pprriieesstt,,  wwiitthh  lleessss  eexxeerrttiioonn,,  hhaass  aa  ggrreeaatteerr  fflloocckk..""
11
  DDuurriinngg  tthhee  llaasstt  ffiiffttyy  yyeeaarrss  tthhee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  iinn  CCaappee  CCoolloonnyy  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  vviissiitteedd  bbyy  ssoommee  zzeeaalloouuss  ccoo--

rreelliiggiioonniissttss  ffrroomm  ootthheerr  ccoouunnttrriieess,,  aanndd  mmoorree  aatttteennttiioonn  iiss  nnooww  ppaaiidd  bbyy  tthheemm  ttoo  

eedduuccaattiioonn,,  aanndd  aa  ddeeeeppeerr  rreelliiggiioouuss  lliiffee  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ssttiirrrreedd  uupp  aammoonngg  tthheemm,,  aanndd  tthheeyy  

aarree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  ccaarrrryy  oonn  aa  zzeeaalloouuss  pprrooppaaggaannddaa,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  aammoonngg  tthhee  ccoolloouurreedd  ppeeooppllee  

aatt  tthhee  CCaappee  aanndd  ttoo  aacchhiieevvee  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  ssuucccceessss..
22
  TThhiiss  pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  mmoovveemmeenntt  iiss  

eessppeecciiaallllyy  ssttrroonngg  iinn  tthhee  wweesstteerrnn  ppaarrtt  ooff  CCaappee  CCoolloonnyy..  IItt  iiss  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  tthheerree  iiss  aa  

mmoovveemmeenntt  oonn  ffoooott  ffoorr  tthhee  ffoouunnddiinngg  ooff  aa  ccoolllleeggee  aatt  CCllaarreemmoonntt,,  iinn  tthhee  vviicciinniittyy  ooff  

CCaappee  TToowwnn,,  wwhhiicchh  sshhaallll  bbeeccoommee  aa  cceennttrree  ffoorr  tthhee  pprrooppaaggaattiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm..  OOnnee  ooff  

tthhee  mmeetthhooddss  aatt  pprreesseenntt  eemmppllooyyeedd  iiss  tthhee  aaddooppttiioonn  ooff  nneegglleecctteedd  oorr  aabbaannddoonneedd  

cchhiillddrreenn,,  wwhhoo  aarree  bbrroouugghhtt  uupp  iinn  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ffaaiitthh..
33
  EEvveerryy  yyeeaarr  ssoommee  ooff  tthheemm  

mmaakkee  tthhee  ppiillggrriimmaaggee  ttoo  MMeeccccaa,,  wwhheerree  aa  ssppeecciiaall  SShhaayykkhh  hhaass  bbeeeenn  aappppooiinntteedd  ttoo  

llooookk  aafftteerr  tthheemm..
44
  TThhee  IInnddiiaann  ccoooolliieess  tthhaatt  ccoommee  ttoo  wwoorrkk  iinn  tthhee  ddiiaammoonndd  ffiieellddss  ooff  

SSoouutthh  AAffrriiccaa  aarree  aallssoo  ssaaiidd  ttoo  bbee  pprrooppaaggaannddiissttss  ooff  IIssllaamm..
55
  

  OOnn  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  iittss  iissoollaatteedd  ppoossiittiioonn,,  222200  ttoo  554400  mmiilleess  ffrroomm  tthhee  mmaaiinnllaanndd,,  

tthhee  iissllaanndd  ooff  MMaaddaaggaassccaarr  ccaallllss  ffoorr  sseeppaarraattee  mmeennttiioonn..  TThhee  oonnllyy  ttrriibbee  tthhaatt  hhaass  

aaddoopptteedd  IIssllaamm  iiss  tthhaatt  ooff  tthhee  AAnnttaaiimmoorroonnaa,,  ooccccuuppyyiinngg  aa  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  ssoouutthh--eeaasstt  

ccooaasstt;;  tthheeyy  uunnddoouubbtteeddllyy  oowweedd  tthheeiirr  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ttoo  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  ffrroomm  AArraabbiiaa,,  bbuutt  

tthhee  ddaattee  aatt  wwhhiicchh  tthhiiss  cchhaannggee  ooff  ffaaiitthh  ttooookk  ppllaaccee  iiss  eennttiirreellyy  uunnkknnoowwnn;;  ttrraaddiittiioonn  

wwoouulldd  ccaarrrryy  iitt  bbaacckk  ttoo  tthhee  vveerryy  ddaayyss  ooff  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  hhiimmsseellff,,  bbuutt  iitt  iiss  nnoott  uunnttiill  

tthhee  ssiixxtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  tthhaatt  wwee  ggeett,,  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrkkss  ooff  IIttaalliiaann  aanndd  PPoorrttuugguueessee  

                                                           
1
 SSiirr  TT..EE..CCoolleebbrrooookkee::TThhee  LLiiiiee  ooff  HH..TT..CCoolleebbrrooookkee,,pp..333355..  ((LLoonnddoonn,,  11887733..))  

2
  FF..  CCooiillllaarrdd  ::  AAuu  CCaapp  ddee  BBoonnnnee  EEsspp??rraannrree..  ((JJoouurrnnaall  ddeess  mmiissssiioonnss  ??vvaanngg??lliiqquueess,,  aavvrriill  11889999,,  pp..  226655..))  

3
 KKuummmm,,  pp..  223333.. 

4
 CC..  SSnnoouucckk  HHuurrggrroonnjjee  ((33)),,  vvooll..  iiii..  pppp..  229966--77.. 

5
 JJaaccqquueess  BBoonnzzoonn::      LLeess  MMiissssiioonnaaiirreess  ddee  11''IIssllaamm  eenn  AAffrriiqquuee..        ((RReevvuuee  CChhrr??ttiieennnnee,,  ttoommee  xxiiiiii..  pp..  229955..))        ((PPaarriiss..  

11889933..)) 
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ggeeooggrraapphheerrss,,  aauutthheennttiicc  mmeennttiioonn  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  oonn  tthhee  iissllaanndd..
11
  

  FFrroomm  tthhee  hhiissttoorriiccaall  sskkeettcchh  ggiivveenn  aabboovvee  iitt  mmaayy  bbee  sseeeenn  tthhaatt  ppeeaacceeffuull  

mmeetthhooddss  hhaavvee  llaarrggeellyy  cchhaarraacctteerriisseedd  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  mmoovveemmeenntt  iinn  

AAffrriiccaa,,  aanndd  tthhoouugghh  IIssllaamm  hhaass  oofftteenn  ttaakkeenn  tthhee  sswwoorrdd  aass  aann  iinnssttrruummeenntt  ttoo  ffuurrtthheerr  

iittss  ssppiirriittuuaall  ccoonnqquueessttss,,  ssuucchh  aann  aappppeeaall  ttoo  vviioolleennccee  aanndd  bbllooooddsshheedd  hhaass  iinn  mmoosstt  

ccaasseess  bbeeeenn  pprreecceeddeedd  bbyy  tthhee  ppeeaacceeffuull  eeffffoorrttss  ooff  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy,,  aanndd  tthhee  pprreeaacchheerr  

hhaass  ffoolllloowweedd  tthhee  ccoonnqquueerroorr  ttoo  ccoommpplleettee  tthhee  iimmppeerrffeecctt  wwoorrkk  ooff  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn..  IItt  iiss  

ttrruuee  tthhaatt  tthhee  ssuucccceessss  ooff  IIssllaamm  hhaass  bbeeeenn  vveerryy  llaarrggeellyy  ffaacciilliittaatteedd  iinn  mmaannyy  ppaarrttss  ooff  

AAffrriiccaa  bbyy  tthhee  wwoorrllddllyy  ssuucccceesssseess  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  aaddvveennttuurreerrss,,  aanndd  tthhee  eerreeccttiioonn  

ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ssttaatteess  oonn  tthhee  rruuiinnss  ooff  ppaaggaann  kkiinnggddoommss,,  aanndd  ffiirree  aanndd  bbllooooddsshheedd  

hhaavvee  oofftteenn  mmaarrkkeedd  tthhee  ccoouurrssee  ooff  aa  JJiihhāādd,,  pprroojjeecctteedd  ffoorr  tthhee  eexxtteerrmmiinnaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

iinnffiiddeell..  TThhee  wwoorrddss  ooff  tthhee  yyoouunngg  AArraabb  ffrroomm  BBoorrnnuu  wwhhoomm  CCaappttaaiinn  BBuurrttoonn
22
  mmeett  iinn  

tthhee  ppaallaaccee  ooff  tthhee  KKiinngg  ooff  AAbbeeookkuuttaa  ddoouubbttlleessss  eexxpprreessss  tthhee  aassppiirraattiioonnss  ooff  mmaannyy  aann  

AAffrriiccaann  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ::  ""  GGiivvee  tthhoossee  gguunnss  aanndd  ppoowwddeerr  ttoo  uuss,,  aanndd  wwee  wwiillll  ssoooonn  

IIssllaammiissee  tthheessee  ddooggss  ""  ::  aanndd  tthheeyy  ffiinndd  aann  eecchhoo  iinn  tthhee  mmeessssaaggee  tthhaatt  MMuunnggoo  PPaarrkk
33
    

ggiivveess  uuss  aass  hhaavviinngg  bbeeeenn  sseenntt  bbyy  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  KKiinngg  ooff  FFuuttaahh  TToorroo  ttoo  hhiiss  ppaaggaann  

nneeiigghhbboouurr::  ""  WWiitthh  tthhiiss  kknniiffee  AAbbdduullkkaaddeerr  wwiillll  ccoonnddeesscceenndd  ttoo  sshhaavvee  tthhee  hheeaadd  ooff  

DDaammeell,,  iiff  DDaammeell  wwiillll  eemmbbrraaccee  tthhee  MMaahhoommmmeeddaann  ffaaiitthh;;  aanndd  wwiitthh  tthhiiss  ootthheerr  kknniiffee  

AAbbdduullkkaaddeerr  wwiillll  ccuutt  tthhee  tthhrrooaatt  ooff  DDaammeell,,  iiff  DDaammeell  rreeffuusseess  ttoo  eemmbbrraaccee  iitt;;  ttaakkee  

yyoouurr  cchhooiiccee..""  

  BBuutt  mmuucchh  aass  IIssllaamm  mmaayy  hhaavvee  oowweedd  ttoo  tthhee  mmaarrttiiaall  pprroowweessss  ooff  ssuucchh  ffaannaattiiccss  

aass  tthheessee,,  tthheerree  iiss  tthhee  oovveerrwwhheellmmiinngg  tteessttiimmoonnyy  ooff  ttrraavveelllleerrss  aanndd  ootthheerrss  ttoo  tthhee  

ppeeaacceeffuull  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  pprreeaacchhiinngg,,  aanndd  qquuiieett  aanndd  ppeerrssiisstteenntt  llaabboouurrss  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  

pprrooppaaggaannddiisstt,,  wwhhiicchh  hhaavvee  ddoonnee  mmoorree  ffoorr  tthhee  rraappiidd  sspprreeaadd  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  mmooddeerrnn  

AAffrriiccaa  tthhaann  aannyy  vviioolleenntt  mmeeaassuurreess  ::  bbyy  tthhee  llaatttteerr  iittss  ooppppoonneennttss  mmaayy  iinnddeeeedd  hhaavvee  

bbeeeenn  eexxtteerrmmiinnaatteedd,,  bbuutt  bbyy  tthhee  ffoorrmmeerr  cchhiieeffllyy,,  hhaavvee  iittss  ccoonnvveerrttss  bbeeeenn  mmaaddee,,  aanndd  

tthhee  wwoorrkk  ooff  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  mmaayy  ssttiillll  bbee  oobbsseerrvveedd  iinn  pprrooggrreessss  iinn  mmaannyy  rreeggiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  

ccooaasstt  aanndd  tthhee  iinntteerriioorr..
44
  WWhheerreevveerr  IIssllaamm  hhaass  mmaaddee  iittss  wwaayy,,  tthheerree  iiss  tthhee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  bbeeaarriinngg  wwiittnneessss  ttoo  iittss  ddooccttrriinneess,,——tthhee  

ttrraaddeerr,,  bbee  hhee  AArraabb,,  PPuull  oorr  MMaannddiinnggoo,,  wwhhoo  ccoommbbiinneess  pprroosseellyyttiissmm  wwiitthh  tthhee  ssaallee  ooff  

hhiiss  mmeerrcchhaannddiissee,,  aanndd  wwhhoossee  vveerryy  pprrooffeessssiioonn  bbrriinnggss  hhiimm  iinnttoo  cclloossee  aanndd  

iimmmmeeddiiaattee  ccoonnttaacctt  wwiitthh  tthhoossee  hhee  wwoouulldd  ccoonnvveerrtt,,  aanndd  ddiissaarrmmss  aannyy  ppoossssiibbllee  

ssuussppiicciioonn  ooff  ssiinniisstteerr  mmoottiivveess;;  ssuucchh  aa  mmaann  wwhheenn  hhee  eenntteerrss  aa  ppaaggaann  vviillllaaggee  ssoooonn  

aattttrraaccttss  aatttteennttiioonn  bbyy  hhiiss  ffrreeqquueenntt  aabblluuttiioonnss  aanndd  rreegguullaarrllyy  rreeccuurrrriinngg  ttiimmeess  ooff  

pprraayyeerr  aanndd  pprroossttrraattiioonn,,  iinn  wwhhiicchh  hhee  aappppeeaarrss  ttoo  bbee  ccoonnvveerrssiinngg  wwiitthh  ssoommee  iinnvviissiibbllee  

bbeeiinngg,,  aanndd  bbyy  hhiiss  vveerryy  aassssuummppttiioonn  ooff  iinntteelllleeccttuuaall  aanndd  mmoorraall  ssuuppeerriioorriittyy,,  

ccoommmmaannddss  tthhee  rreessppeecctt  aanndd  ccoonnffiiddeennccee  ooff  tthhee  hheeaatthheenn  ppeeooppllee,,  ttoo  wwhhoomm  aatt  tthhee  

ssaammee  ttiimmee  hhee  sshhoowwss  hhiimmsseellff  rreeaaddyy  aanndd  wwiilllliinngg  ttoo  ccoommmmuunniiccaattee  hhiiss  hhiigghh  

pprriivviilleeggeess  aanndd  kknnoowwlleeddggee;;——tthhee  ḥḥ āājjīī  oorr  ppiillggrriimm  wwhhoo  hhaass  rreettuurrnneedd  ffrroomm  MMeeccccaa  

                                                           
1
 GG..  FFeerrrraanndd,,  LLeess  MMuussuullmmaannss  ??  MMaaddaaggaassccaarr,,  pppp..  1199..  5500  ssqqqq..,,  113388..      ((PPaarriiss,,  11889911..))        IIdd..  LLeess  MMiiggrraattiioonnss  

mmuussuullmmaanneess    eett  jjuuiivveess  ??  MMaaddaaggaassccaarr..  ((RReevvuuee  ddee  11''HHiissttooiirree  ddeess  RReelliiggiioonnss,,  vvooll..  lliiii..  pp..  338811  ssqqqq..))..  
2
 RRiicchhaarrdd  FF..  BBuurrttoonn  ((II)),,  vvooll..  ii..  pp..  225566.. 

3
 TTrraavveellss  iinn  tthhee  IInntteerriioorr  ooff  AAffrriiccaa,,  cchhaapp..  xxxxvv..  aadd  ffiinn.. 

4
  DD..  JJ..  EEaasstt,,  pppp..  111188--2200..  WW..  WWiinnwwoooodd  RReeaaddee,,  vvooll..  ii..  pp..  331122..  BBllyyddeenn,,  pppp..  1133,,  220022..  
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ffuullll  ooff  eenntthhuussiiaassmm  ffoorr  tthhee  sspprreeaadd  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh,,  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  hhee  ddeevvootteess  hhiiss  wwhhoollee  

eenneerrggiieess,,  wwaannddeerriinngg  aabboouutt  ffrroomm  ppllaaccee  ttoo  ppllaaccee,,  ssuuppppoorrtteedd  bbyy  tthhee  aallmmss  ooff  tthhee  

ffaaiitthhffuull  wwhhoo  bbeeaarr  wwiittnneessss  ttoo  tthhee  ttrruutthh  iinn  tthhee  mmiiddsstt  ooff  tthheeiirr  ppaaggaann  nneeiigghhbboouurrss;;——

tthhee  ssttuuddeenntt  wwhhoo,,  iinn  ccoonnsseeqquueennccee  ooff  hhiiss  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  IIssllaammiicc  tthheeoollooggyy  aanndd  llaaww,,  

rreecceeiivveess  hhoonnoouurr  aass  aa  mmaann  ooff  lleeaarrnniinngg  ::  ssoommeettiimmeess,,  ttoooo,,  hhee  pprraaccttiisseess  mmeeddiicciinnee,,  oorr  

aatt  lleeaasstt  hhee  iiss  iinn  ggrreeaatt  rreeqquuiissiittiioonn  aass  aa  wwrriitteerr  ooff  cchhaarrmmss,,  tteexxttss  ffrroomm  tthhee  QQuurr''āānn,,  

wwhhiicchh  aarree  sseewwnn  uupp  iinn  ppiieecceess  ooff  lleeaatthheerr  oorr  ccllootthh  aanndd  ttiieedd  oonn  tthhee  aarrmmss,,  oorr  rroouunndd  tthhee  

nneecckk,,  aanndd  wwhhiicchh  hhee  ccaann  ttuurrnn  ttoo  aaccccoouunntt  aass  aa  mmeeaannss  ooff  aaddddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  

hhiiss  ccoonnvveerrttss  ::  ffoorr  iinnssttaannccee,,  wwhheenn  cchhiillddlleessss  wwoommeenn  oorr  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  lloosstt  tthheeiirr  

cchhiillddrreenn  iinn  iinnffaannccyy,,  aappppllyy  ffoorr  tthheessee  cchhaarrmmss,,  aass  aa  ccoonnddiittiioonn  ooff  ssuucccceessss  tthhee  

oobblliiggaattiioonn  iiss  aallwwaayyss  iimmppoosseedd  uuppoonn  tthheemm  ooff  bbrriinnggiinngg  uupp  tthheeiirr  ffuuttuurree  cchhiillddrreenn  aass  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss..
11
  TThheessee  rreelliiggiioouuss  tteeaacchheerrss,,  oorr  mmaarraabboouuttss,,  oorr  aallūūffaass  aass  tthheeyy  aarree  

vvaarriioouussllyy  tteerrmmeedd,,  aarree  hheelldd  iinn  tthhee  hhiigghheesstt  eessttiimmaattiioonn..  IInn  ssoommee  ttrriibbeess  ooff  WWeesstteerrnn  

AAffrriiccaa  eevveerryy  vviillllaaggee  ccoonnttaaiinnss  aa  llooddggee  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  rreecceeppttiioonn,,  aanndd  tthheeyy  aarree  ttrreeaatteedd  

wwiitthh  tthhee  uuttmmoosstt  ddeeffeerreennccee  aanndd  rreessppeecctt::  iinn  DDaarrffuurr  tthheeyy  hhoolldd  tthhee  hhiigghheesstt  rraannkk  aafftteerr  

tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ffiillll  tthhee  ooffffiicceess  ooff  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt::  aammoonngg  tthhee  MMaannddiinnggooss  tthheeyy  rraannkk  ssttiillll  

hhiigghheerr,,  aanndd  rreecceeiivvee  hhoonnoouurr  nneexxtt  ttoo  tthhee  kkiinngg,,  tthhee  ssuubboorrddiinnaattee  cchhiieeffss  bbeeiinngg  

rreeggaarrddeedd  aass  tthheeiirr  iinnffeerriioorrss  iinn  ppooiinntt  ooff  ddiiggnniittyy::  iinn  tthhoossee  ssttaatteess  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  

iiss  mmaaddee  tthhee  rruullee  ooff  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  iinn  aallll  cciivviill  mmaatttteerrss,,  tthheeiirr  sseerrvviicceess  aarree  iinn  ggrreeaatt  

ddeemmaanndd,,  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  iinntteerrpprreett  iittss  mmeeaanniinngg..  SSoo  ssaaccrreedd  aarree  tthhee  ppeerrssoonnss  ooff  tthheessee  

tteeaacchheerrss  eesstteeeemmeedd,,  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  ppaassss  wwiitthhoouutt  mmoolleessttaattiioonn  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  ccoouunnttrriieess  ooff  

cchhiieeffss,,  nnoott  oonnllyy  hhoossttiillee  ttoo  eeaacchh  ootthheerr,,  bbuutt  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  aaccttuuaall  wwaarrffaarree..  SSuucchh  

ddeeffeerreennccee  iiss  nnoott  oonnllyy  ppaaiidd  ttoo  tthheemm  iinn  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ccoouunnttrriieess,,  bbuutt  aallssoo  iinn  tthhee  

ppaaggaann  vviillllaaggeess  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  eessttaabblliisshh  tthheeiirr  sscchhoooollss,,  wwhheerree  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  rreessppeecctt  

tthheemm  aass  tthhee  iinnssttrruuccttoorrss  ooff  tthheeiirr  cchhiillddrreenn,,  aanndd  llooookk  uuppoonn  tthheemm  aass  tthhee  mmeeddiiuumm  

bbeettwweeeenn  tthheemmsseellvveess  aanndd  HHeeaavveenn,,  eeiitthheerr  ffoorr  sseeccuurriinngg  aa  ssuuppppllyy  ooff  tthheeiirr  

nneecceessssiittiieess,,  oorr  ffoorr  wwaarrddiinngg  ooffff  oorr  rreemmoovviinngg  ccaallaammiittiieess..
22
  MMaannyy  ooff  tthheessee  tteeaacchheerrss  

hhaavvee  ssttuuddiieedd  iinn  tthhee  mmoossqquueess  ooff  QQaayyrrwwāānn,,  FFaass,,  TTrriippoollii
33
    aanndd  ootthheerr  cceennttrreess  ooff  

MMuusslliimm  lleeaarrnniinngg;;  bbuutt  eessppeecciiaallllyy  iinn  tthhee  mmoossqquuee  ooff  aall--AAzzhhaarr  iinn  CCaaiirroo..  SSttuuddeennttss  

fflloocckk  ttoo  iitt  ffrroomm  aallll  ppaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  wwoorrlldd,,  aanndd  aammoonngg  tthheemm  iiss  oofftteenn  ttoo  bbee  

ffoouunndd  aa  ccoonnttiinnggeenntt  ffrroomm  NNeeggrroo  AAffrriiccaa,,——ssttuuddeennttss  ffrroomm  DDaarrffuurr,,  WWaaddaaii  aanndd  

BBoorrnnuu,,  aanndd  ssoommee  wwhhoo  eevveenn  mmaakkee  tthheeiirr  wwaayy  oonn  ffoooott  ffrroomm  tthhee  ffaarr  ddiissttaanntt  WWeesstt  

CCooaasstt;;  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  ffiinniisshheedd  tthheeiirr  ccoouurrsseess  ooff  ssttuuddyy  iinn  MMuusslliimm  tthheeoollooggyy  aanndd  

jjuurriisspprruuddeennccee,,  tthheerree  aarree  mmaannyy  ooff  tthheemm  wwhhoo  bbeeccoommee  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  aammoonngg  tthhee  

hheeaatthheenn  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  tthheeiirr  nnaattiivvee  llaanndd..  SScchhoooollss  aarree  eessttaabblliisshheedd  bbyy  tthheessee  

mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  iinn  tthhee  ttoowwnnss  tthheeyy  vviissiitt,,  wwhhiicchh  aarree  ffrreeqquueenntteedd  bbyy  tthhee  ppaaggaann  aass  wweellll  

aass  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  cchhiillddrreenn..  TThheeyy  aarree  ttaauugghhtt  ttoo  rreeaadd  tthhee  QQuurr''āānn,,  aanndd  iinnssttrruucctteedd  iinn  tthhee  

ddooccttrriinneess  aanndd  cceerreemmoonniieess  ooff  IIssllaamm..  HHaavviinngg  tthhuuss  ggaaiinneedd  aa  ffoooottiinngg,,  tthhee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  mmiissssiioonnaarryy,,  bbyy  hhiiss  ssuuppeerriioorr  kknnoowwlleeddggee  aanndd  aattttaaiinnmmeennttss,,  iiss  nnoott  

                                                           
1
 BBiisshhoopp  CCrroowwtthheerr  oonn  IIssllaamm  iinn  WWeesstteerrnn  AAffrriiccaa..  ((CChhuurrcchh  MMiissssiioonnaarryy  IInntteelllliiggeenncceerr,,  pp..  225544,,  AApprriill  11888888..)) 

2
 DD..  JJ..  EEaasstt,,  pppp..  111122--1133..  BBIIyyddeenn,,  pp..  220022.. 

3
 IItt  iiss  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  oovveerr  aa  tthhoouussaanndd  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  ooff  IIssllaamm  lleeaavvee  TTrriippoollii  eevveerryy  yyeeaarr  ttoo  wwoorrkk  iinn  tthhee  SSuuddaann..  ((PPaauulliittsscchhkkee,,  

pp..  333311..)) 
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ssllooww  ttoo  oobbttaaiinn  ggrreeaatt  iinnfflluueennccee  oovveerr  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  aammoonngg  wwhhoomm  hhee  hhaass  ccoommee  ttoo  lliivvee..  

IInn  tthhiiss  hhee  iiss  aaiiddeedd  bbyy  tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  hhiiss  hhaabbiittss  aanndd  mmaannnneerr  ooff  lliiffee  aarree  ssiimmiillaarr  iinn  

mmaannyy  rreessppeeccttss  ttoo  tthheeiirr  oowwnn,,  nnoorr  iiss  hhee  llooookkeedd  uuppoonn  wwiitthh  ssuussppiicciioonn,,  iinnaassmmuucchh  aass  

tthhee  ttrraaddeerr  hhaass  aallrreeaaddyy  pprreeppaarreedd  tthhee  wwaayy  ffoorr  hhiimm;;    aanndd  bbyy  iinntteerrmmaarrrriiaaggee  wwiitthh  tthhee  

nnaattiivveess,,  bbeeiinngg  tthhuuss  rreecceeiivveedd  iinnttoo  tthheeiirr  ssoocciiaall  ssyysstteemm,,  hhiiss  iinnfflluueennccee  bbeeccoommeess  

ffiirrmmllyy  rrooootteedd  aanndd  ppeerrmmaanneenntt,,  aanndd  ssoo  iinn  tthhee  mmoosstt  nnaattuurraall  mmaannnneerr  hhee  ggrraadduuaallllyy  

ccaauusseess  tthhee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  IIssllaamm  ttoo  sspprreeaadd  aammoonngg  tthheemm..  

  HHiiss  pprrooppaaggaannddiisstt  eeffffoorrttss  aarree  ffuurrtthheerr  ffaacciilliittaatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  tthhee  ddeeiissmm  

wwhhiicchh  ffoorrmmss  tthhee  bbaacckkggrroouunndd  ooff  tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  ccoonnsscciioouussnneessss  ooff  mmaannyy  ffeettiisshh--

wwoorrsshhiippppeerrss  mmaayy  ppaassss  bbyy  aann  eeaassyy  ttrraannssiittiioonn  iinnttoo  tthhee  tthheeiissmm  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  ttooggeetthheerr  

wwiitthh  ssoommee  ootthheerr  aassppeeccttss  ooff  tthheeiirr  tthheeoollooggyy,,  wwhhiillee  tthheeiirr  ggeenneerraall  oouuttllooookk  uuppoonn  lliiffee  

aanndd  sseevveerraall  ooff  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioouuss  iinnssttiittuuttiioonnss  aarree  ccaappaabbllee  ooff  ttaakkiinngg  oonn  aa  MMuusslliimm  

ccoolloouurriinngg  aanndd  ooff  bbeeiinngg  ttrraannssffeerrrreedd  ttoo  tthhee  nneeww  ssyysstteemm  ooff  ffaaiitthh  wwiitthhoouutt  uunnddeerrggooiinngg  

mmuucchh  mmooddiiffiiccaattiioonn..
11
  

  TThhee  aarrrriivvaall  ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  iinn  aa  ppaaggaann  ccoouunnttrryy  iiss  aallssoo  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  

ooff  tthhee  ooppeenniinngg  uupp  ooff  aa  mmoorree  eexxtteennssiivvee  ttrraaddee,,  aanndd  ooff  ccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn  wwiitthh  ggrreeaatt  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ttrraaddiinngg  cceennttrreess  ssuucchh  aass  JJeennnnee,,  SSeegguu  oorr  KKaannoo,,  aanndd  aa  sshhaarree  iinn  tthhee  

aaddvvaannttaaggeess  ooff  tthhiiss  mmaatteerriiaall  cciivviilliissaattiioonn  iiss  ooffffeerreedd,,  ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  

tthhee  PPrroopphheett..  TThhuuss  ""  aammoonngg  tthhee  uunncciivviilliisseedd  nneeggrroo  ttrriibbeess  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  mmaayy  bbee  

aallwwaayyss  ssuurree  ooff  aa  rreeaaddyy  aauuddiieennccee  ::  hhee  ccaann  nnoott  oonnllyy  ggiivvee  tthheemm  mmaannyy  ttrruutthhss  

rreeggaarrddiinngg  GGoodd  aanndd  mmaann  wwhhiicchh  mmaakkee  tthheeiirr  wwaayy  ttoo  tthhee  hheeaarrtt  aanndd  eelleevvaattee  tthhee  

iinntteelllleecctt,,  bbuutt  hhee  ccaann  aatt  oonnccee  ccoommmmuunniiccaattee  tthhee  SShhiibbbboolleetthh  ooff  aaddmmiissssiioonn  ttoo  aa  ssoocciiaall  

aanndd  ppoolliittiiccaall  ccoommmmuunniioonn,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  aa  ppaassssppoorrtt  ffoorr  pprrootteeccttiioonn  aanndd  aassssiissttaannccee  ffrroomm  

tthhee  AAttllaannttiicc  ttoo  tthhee  WWaallll  ooff  CChhiinnaa..  WWhheerreevveerr  aa  MMoosslleemm  hhoouussee  ccaann  bbee  ffoouunndd  tthheerree  

tthhee  nneeggrroo  ccoonnvveerrtt  wwhhoo  ccaann  rreeppeeaatt  tthhee  ddoozzeenn  ssyyllllaabblleess  ooff  hhiiss  ccrreeeedd,,  iiss  ssuurree  ooff  

sshheelltteerr,,  ssuusstteennaannccee  aanndd  aaddvviiccee,,  aanndd  iinn  hhiiss  oowwnn  ccoouunnttrryy  hhee  ffiinnddss  hhiimmsseellff  aatt  oonnccee  aa  

mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  aann  iinnfflluueennttiiaall,,  iiff  nnoott  ooff  aa  ddoommiinnaanntt  ccaassttee..  TThhiiss  sseeeemmss  tthhee  rreeaall  sseeccrreett  ooff  

tthhee  ssuucccceessss  ooff  tthhee  MMoosslleemm  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  iinn  WWeesstt  AAffrriiccaa..  IItt  iiss  ggrreeaatt  aanndd  rraappiidd  aass  

rreeggaarrddss  nnuummbbeerrss,,  ffoorr  tthhee  ssiimmppllee  rreeaassoonn  tthhaatt  tthhee  MMoosslleemm  mmiissssiioonnaarryy,,  ffrroomm  tthhee  

vveerryy  ffiirrsstt  pprrooffeessssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrtt''ss  bbeelliieeff,,  aaccttss  pprraaccttiiccaallllyy  oonn  tthhoossee  pprriinncciippllee??  

rreeggaarrddiinngg  tthhee  eeqquuaalliittyy  aanndd  bbrrootthheerrhhoooodd  ooff  aallll  bbeelliieevveerrss  bbeeffoorree  GGoodd,,  wwhhiicchh  IIssllaamm  

sshhaarreess  wwiitthh  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy;;  aanndd  hhee  ddooeess  tthhiiss,,  aass  aa  ggeenneerraall  rruullee,,  mmoorree  ssppeeeeddiillyy  aanndd  

ddeecciiddeeddllyy  tthhaann  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  mmiissssiioonnaarryy,,  wwhhoo  ggeenneerraallllyy  ffeeeellss  bboouunndd  ttoo  rreeqquuiirree  

ggoooodd  eevviiddeennccee  ooff  aa  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  hheeaarrtt  bbeeffoorree  hhee  ggiivveess  tthhee  rriigghhtt  hhaanndd  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  

ffeelllloowwsshhiipp,,  aanndd  wwhhoo  hhaass  aallwwaayyss  ttoo  ccoonntteenndd  wwiitthh  rraaccee  pprreejjuuddiicceess  nnoott  lliikkeellyy  ttoo  

ddiiee  oouutt  iinn  aa  ssiinnggllee  ggeenneerraattiioonn  wwhheerree  tthhee  wwhhiittee  CChhrriissttiiaann  hhaass  ffoorr  ggeenneerraattiioonnss  

bbeeeenn  kknnoowwnn  aass  mmaasstteerr,,  aanndd  tthhee  bbllaacckk  hheeaatthheenn  aass  ssllaavvee..""
22
    

  IItt  iiss  iimmppoorrttaanntt,,  ttoooo,,  ttoo  nnoottee  tthhaatt  nneeiitthheerr  hhiiss  ccoolloouurr  nnoorr  hhiiss  rraaccee  iinn  aannyy  

wwaayy  pprreejjuuddiiccee  tthhee  NNeeggrroo  iinn  tthhee  eeyyeess  ooff  hhiiss  nneeww  ccoo--rreelliiggiioonniissttss..  TThhee  pprrooggrreessss  ooff  

IIssllaamm  iinn  NNeeggrriittiiaa  hhaass  nnoo  ddoouubbtt  bbeeeenn  mmaatteerriiaallllyy  aaddvvaanncceedd  bbyy  tthhiiss  aabbsseennccee  ooff  aannyy  

ffeeeelliinngg  ooff  rreeppuullssiioonn  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  NNeeggrroo——iinnddeeeedd  IIssllaamm  sseeeemmss  nneevveerr  ttoo  hhaavvee  

                                                           
1
 FFoorr  aa  ddeettaaiilleedd  eexxaammiinnaattiioonn  ooff  tthheessee  ppooiinnttss  ooff  ccoonnttaacctt,,  sseeee  FFoorrggeett,,  pp..  2288  ssqqqq..  MMeerreennsskkyy,,  pp..  115555.. 

2
 SSiirr  BBaarrttllee  FFrreerree  ((II)),,  pppp..  1188--1199..  
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ttrreeaatteedd  tthhee  NNeeggrroo  aass  aann  iinnffeerriioorr,,  aass  hhaass  bbeeeenn  uunnhhaappppiillyy  ttoooo  oofftteenn  tthhee  ccaassee  iinn  

CChhrriisstteennddoomm..
11
  

  TThhiiss  ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn  ggooeess  ppaarrttllyy  ttoo  eexxppllaaiinn  tthhee  ssuucccceessss  ooff  MMuusslliimm  aass  

ccoonnttrraasstteedd  wwiitthh  CChhrriissttiiaann  mmiissssiioonnss  aammoonngg  tthhee  NNeeggrroo  ppeeoopplleess..  IItt  hhaass  ffrreeqquueennttllyy  

bbeeeenn  ppooiinntteedd  oouutt  tthhaatt  tthhee  NNeeggrroo  ccoonnvveerrtt  ttoo  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  iiss  aapptt  ttoo  ffeeeell  tthhaatt  hhiiss  

EEuurrooppeeaann  ccoo--rreelliiggiioonniissttss  bbeelloonngg  ttoo  aa  ssttrraattuumm  ooff  cciivviilliissaattiioonn  aalliieenn  ttoo  hhiiss  oowwnn  

hhaabbiittss  ooff  lliiffee,,  wwhheerreeaass  hhee  ffeeeellss  hhiimmsseellff  ttoo  bbee  mmoorree  aatt  hhoommee  iinn  aa  MMuusslliimm  

ssoocciieettyy..  TThhiiss  hhaass  bbeeeenn  wweellll  ssttaatteedd  bbyy  aa  mmooddeerrnn  oobbsseerrvveerr,,  iinn  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  

ppaassssaaggee  ::——  ""  IIssllaamm,,  ddeessppiittee  iittss  sshhoorrttccoommiinnggss,,  ddooeess  nnoott,,  ffrroomm  tthhee  NNiiggeerriiaann  

ppooiinntt  ooff  vviieeww,,  ddeemmaanndd  rraaccee  ssuuiicciiddee  ooff  tthhee  NNiiggeerriiaann  aass  aann  aaccccoommppaanniimmeenntt  ooff  

ccoonnvveerrssiioonn..  IItt  ddooeess  nnoott  ssttiippuullaattee  rreevvoolluuttiioonnaarryy  cchhaannggeess  iinn  ssoocciiaall  lliiffee,,  iimmppoossssiibbllee  

aatt  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ssttaaggee  ooff  NNiiggeerriiaann  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt;;  nnoorr  ddooeess  iitt  uunnddeerrmmiinnee  ffaammiillyy  oorr  

ccoommmmuunnaall  aauutthhoorriittyy..  BBeettwweeeenn  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrtteerr  aanndd  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  aabbyyssss..  

BBootthh  aarree  eeqquuaall,,  nnoott  iinn  tthheeoorryy,,  bbuutt  iinn  pprraaccttiiccee,,  bbeeffoorree  GGoodd..  BBootthh  aarree  AAffrriiccaann;;  

ssoonnss  ooff  tthhee  ssooiill..  TThhee  ddooccttrriinnee  ooff  tthhee  bbrrootthheerrhhoooodd  ooff  mmaann  iiss  ccaarrrriieedd  oouutt  iinn  

pprraaccttiiccee..  CCoonnvveerrssiioonn  ddooeess  nnoott  mmeeaann  ffoorr  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  aa  bbrreeaakk  wwiitthh  hhiiss  iinntteerreessttss,,  

hhiiss  ffaammiillyy,,  hhiiss  ssoocciiaall  lliiffee,,  hhiiss  rreessppeecctt  ffoorr  tthhee  aauutthhoorriittyy  ooff  hhiiss  nnaattuurraall  rruulleerrss..  ..  ..  ..  

NNoo  oonnee  ccaann  ffaaiill  ttoo  bbee  iimmpprreesssseedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  ccaarrrriiaaggee,,  tthhee  ddiiggnniittyy  ooff  tthhee  NNiiggeerriiaann——

iinnddeeeedd  ooff  tthhee  WWeesstt  AAffrriiccaann——MMoohhaammmmeeddaann;;  tthhee  wwhhoollee  bbeeaarriinngg  ooff  tthhee  mmaann  

ssuuggggeessttss  aa  ccoonnsscciioouussnneessss  ooff  cciittiizzeennsshhiipp,,  aa  pprriiddee  ooff  rraaccee  wwhhiicchh  sseeeemmss  ttoo  ssaayy  ::  ''  

WWee  aarree  ddiiffffeerreenntt,,  tthhoouu  aanndd  II,,  bbuutt  wwee  aarree  mmeenn..''  TThhee  sspprreeaadd  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  SSoouutthheerrnn  

NNiiggeerriiaa  wwhhiicchh  wwee  aarree  wwiittnneessssiinngg  ttoo--ddaayy  iiss  mmaaiinnllyy  ssoocciiaall  iinn  iittss  aaccttiioonn..  IItt  bbrriinnggss  ttoo  

tthhoossee  wwiitthh  wwhhoomm  iitt  ccoommeess  iinn  ccoonnttaacctt  aa  hhiigghheerr  ssttaattuuss,,  aa  llooffttiieerr  ccoonncceeppttiioonn  ooff  

mmaann''ss  ppllaaccee  iinn  tthhee  uunniivveerrssee  aarroouunndd  hhiimm,,  rreelleeaassee  ffrroomm  tthhee  tthhrraallddoomm  ooff  aa  tthhoouussaanndd  

ssuuppeerrssttiittiioouuss  ffeeaarrss..""
22
  

  AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ttrraaddiittiioonn  MMoosseess  wwaass  aa  bbllaacckk  mmaann,,  aass  mmaayy  bbee  

sseeeenn  ffrroomm  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ppaassssaaggeess  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann..  ""  NNooww  ddrraaww  tthhyy  hhaanndd  cclloossee  ttoo  

tthhyy  ssiiddee  ::  iitt  sshhaallll  ccoommee  ffoorrtthh  wwhhiittee,,  bbuutt  uunnhhuurrtt  ::——aannootthheerr  ssiiggnn  !!  ""  ((xxxx..  2233))..  ""  

TThheenn  ddrreeww  hhee  ffoorrtthh  hhiiss  hhaanndd,,  aanndd  lloo  !!  iitt  wwaass  wwhhiittee  ttoo  tthhee  bbeehhoollddeerrss..  TThhee  nnoobblleess  

ooff  PPhhaarraaoohh''ss  ppeeooppllee  ssaaiidd  ::  ''  VVeerriillyy  tthhiiss  iiss  aann  eexxppeerrtt  eenncchhaanntteerr''  ""  ((vviiii..  110055--66))..  TThhee  

ffoolllloowwiinngg  ssttoorryy  aallssoo,,  hhaannddeedd  ddoowwnn  ttoo  uuss  ffrroomm  tthhee  ggoollddeenn  ppeerriioodd  ooff  tthhee  ''AAbbbbaassiidd  

                                                           
1
 EE..  WW..  BBllyyddeenn,,  pppp..  1188--2244..      EE..  AAllll??ggrreett,,  pp..  220000..      WWeesstteerrmmaannnn,,  pppp..  664444--55..  

IInn  aa  vveerryy  iinntteerreessttiinngg,,  bbuutt  nnooww  ffoorrggootttteenn,,  ddeebbaattee  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  AAnntthhrrooppoollooggiiccaall  SSoocciieettyy  ooff  LLoonnddoonn,,  oonn  tthhee  EEffffoorrttss  ooff  

MMiissssiioonnaarriieess  aammoonngg  SSaavvaaggeess,,  aa  ccaassee  wwaass  mmeennttiioonneedd  ooff  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  iinn  AAffrriiccaa  wwhhoo  mmaarrrriieedd  aa  nneeggrreessss::  

tthhee  ffeeeelliinngg  aaggaaiinnsstt  hhiimm  iinn  ccoonnsseeqquueennccee  wwaass  ssoo  ssttrroonngg  tthhaatt  hhee  hhaadd  ttoo  lleeaavvee  tthhee  ccoolloonnyy..  TThhee  MMuusslliimm  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  

llaabboouurrss  uunnddeerr  nnoo  ssuucchh  ddiissaaddvvaannttaaggee..  ((JJoouurrnnaall  ooff  tthhee  AAnntthhrrooppoollooggiiccaall  SSoocciieettyy  ooff  LLoonnddoonn,,  vvooll..  iiiiii..  11886655..))  

TThhee  ccoonnttrraasstt  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  wwaayy  iinn  wwhhiicchh  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  aanndd  IIssllaamm  pprreesseenntt  tthheemmsseellvveess  ttoo  tthhee  AAffrriiccaann  iiss  wweellll  bbrroouugghhtt  

oouutt  bbyy  oonnee  wwhhoo  iiss  hhiimmsseellff  aa  NNeeggrroo,,  iinn  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ppaassssaaggee::——""  TTaannddiiss  qquuee  lleess  mmiissssiioonnss  rreennvvooiieenntt  aa  uunnee  eeppooqquuee  

iinndd??ffiinniiee  II''??ttaabblliisssseemmeenntt  dduu  ppaassttoorraatt  iinnddiigg??nnee,,  lleess  pprr??ttrreess  mmuussuullmmaannss  pp??nn??ttrreenntt  ddaannss  11''iinntt??rriieeuurr  ddee  11''AAffrriiqquuee,,  

ttrroouuvveenntt  uunn  aacccc??ss  ffaacciillee  cchheezz  lleess  ppȧȧiieennss  eett  lleess  ccoonnvveerrttiisssseenntt  ??  II''iissllaamm..  DDee  ssoorrttee  qquu''aauujjoouurrdd''hhuuii  lleess  nneeggrreess  

rreeggaarrddeenntt  II''iissllaamm  ccoommmmee  llaa  rreelliiggiioonn  ddeess  nnooiirrss,,  eett  llee  CChhrriissttiiaanniissmmee  ccoommmmee  llaa  rreelliiggiioonn  ddeess  bbllaannccss..  LLee  

cchhrriissttiiaanniissmmee,,  ppeennsseenntt--iillss  aappppeellllee  llee  nn??ggrree  aauu  ssaalluutt,,  mmaaiiss  lluuii  aassssiiggnnee  uunnee  ppllaaccee  tteelllleemmeenntt  bbaassssee  qquuee,,  dd??ccoouurraaggee,,  iill  

ssee  ddiitt::  ''  JJee  nn''aaii  nnii  ppaarrtt  nnii  ppoorrttiioonn  ddaannss  cceettttee  aaffffaaiirree..''  LL''mmaaiiss  aappppeellllee  llee  nn??ggrree  aauu  ssaalluutt  eett  lluuii  ddiitt::  ''IIII  nnee  dd??ppeenndd  qquuee  ddee  

ttooii  ppoouurr  aarrrriivveerr  aauussssii  hhaauutt  qquuee  ppoossssiibbllee..''  AAlloorrss,,  llee  nneeggrree''iissllaamm  ssee  lliivvrree  ccoorrppss  eett  ??mmee  aann  sseerrvviiccee  ddee  cceettttee  rreelliiggiioonn..""  

LL''iissllaamm  eett  llee  cchhrriissttiiaanniissmmee  eenn  AAffrriiqquuee  dd''aapprr??ss  uunn  AAffrriiccaaiinn..  eenntthhoouussiiaassmm??((JJoouurrnnaall  ddeess  MMiissssiioonnss  ĒĒvvaannggiilliiqquueess..  663300  

aannnn??ee,,  pp..  220077..))  ((ppaarriiss,,  11888888)) 
2
 EE..  DD..  MMoorreell::  NNiiggeerriiaa,,  iittss  ppeeooppllee  aanndd  iittss  pprroobblleemmss,,  pppp..  221166--1177..  ((LLoonnddoonn,,  11991111)). 
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ddyynnaassttyy,,  iiss  iinntteerreessttiinngg  aass  eevviiddeennccee  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ffeeeelliinngg  wwiitthh  rreeggaarrdd  ttoo  tthhee  

NNeeggrroo..  IIbbrrāāhhīīmm,,  aa  bbrrootthheerr  ooff  HHāārrūūnn  aall--RRaasshhīīdd  aanndd  tthhee  ssoonn  ooff  aa  nneeggrreessss,,  hhaadd  pprroo--

ccllaaiimmeedd  hhiimmsseellff  CCaalliipphh  aatt  BBaagghhddāādd,,  bbuutt  wwaass  ddeeffeeaatteedd  aanndd  ffoorrggiivveenn  bbyy  aall--

MMaa''mmuunn,,  wwhhoo  wwaass  tthheenn  rreeiiggnniinngg  ((AA..DD..  881199))..  HHee  tthhuuss  ddeessccrriibbeess  hhiiss  iinntteerrvviieeww  wwiitthh  

tthhee  CCaalliipphh  ::——""  AAll--MMaa''mmūūnn  ssaaiidd  ttoo  mmee  oonn  mmyy  ggooiinngg  ttoo  sseeee  hhiimm  aafftteerr  hhaavviinngg  

oobbttaaiinneedd  ppaarrddoonn  ::  ''  IIss  iitt  tthhoouu  wwhhoo  aarrtt  tthhee  NNeeggrroo  kkhhaallīīffaahh  ??''  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  II  rreepplliieedd  ::——''  

CCoommmmaannddeerr  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthhffuull!!  II  aamm  hhee  wwhhoomm  tthhoouu  hhaasstt  ddeeiiggnneedd  ttoo  ppaarrddoonn;;  aanndd  iitt  

hhaass  bbeeeenn  ssaaiidd  bbyy  tthhee  ssllaavvee  ooff  BBaannuu''ll--ḤḤ aassḥḥ āāss  ::——""  WWhheenn  mmeenn  eexxttooll  tthheeiirr  wwoorrtthh,,  

tthhee  ssllaavvee  ooff  tthhee  ffaammiillyy  ooff  ḤḤ aassḥḥ āāss  ccaann  ssuuppppllyy,,  bbyy  hhiiss  vveerrsseess,,  tthhee  ddeeffeecctt  ooff  bbiirrtthh  

aanndd  ffoorrttuunnee..""  TThhoouugghh  II  bbee  aa  ssllaavvee,,  mmyy  ssoouull,,  tthhrroouugghh  iittss  nnoobbllee  nnaattuurree,,  iiss  ffrreeee;;  

tthhoouugghh  mmyy  bbooddyy  bbee  ddaarrkk,,  mmyy  mmiinndd  iiss  ffaaiirr..''  TToo  tthhiiss  aall--MMaa''mmuunn  rreepplliieedd  ::  ''  UUnnccllee!!  aa  

jjeesstt  ooff  mmiinnee  hhaass  ppuutt  yyoouu  iinn  aa  sseerriioouuss  mmoooodd..''  HHee  tthheenn  rreeppeeaatteedd  tthheessee  vveerrsseess::  ''  

BBllaacckknneessss  ooff  sskkiinn  ccaannnnoott  ddeeggrraaddee  aann  iinnggeenniioouuss  mmiinndd,,  oorr  lleesssseenn  tthhee  wwoorrtthh  ooff  tthhee  

sscchhoollaarr  aanndd  tthhee  wwiitt..  LLeett  ddaarrkknneessss  ccllaaiimm  tthhee  ccoolloouurr  ooff  yyoouurr  bbooddyy::  II  ccllaaiimm  aass  mmiinnee  

yyoouurr  ffaaiirr  aanndd  ccaannddiidd  ssoouull..''  ""
11
  

  TThhuuss,,  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  NNeeggrroo  aatt  oonnccee  ttaakkeess  aann  eeqquuaall  ppllaaccee  iinn  tthhee  bbrrootthheerrhhoooodd  

ooff  bbeelliieevveerrss,,  nneeiitthheerr  hhiiss  ccoolloouurr  nnoorr  hhiiss  rraaccee  nnoorr  aannyy  aassssoocciiaattiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  ppaasstt  

ssttaannddiinngg  iinn  tthhee  wwaayy..  IItt  iiss  ddoouubbttlleessss  tthhee  rreeaaddyy  aaddmmiissssiioonn  tthheeyy  rreecceeiivvee,,  tthhaatt  mmaakkeess  

tthhee  ppaaggaann  NNeeggrrooeess  wwiilllliinngg  ttoo  eenntteerr  iinnttoo  aa  rreelliiggiioouuss  ssoocciieettyy  wwhhoossee  hhiigghheerr  

cciivviilliissaattiioonn  ddeemmaannddss  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  sshhoouulldd  ggiivvee  uupp  mmaannyy  ooff  tthheeiirr  oolldd  bbaarrbbaarroouuss  hhaabbiittss  

aanndd  ccuussttoommss;;  aatt  tthhee  ssaammee  ttiimmee  tthhee  vveerryy  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  tthhee  aacccceeppttaannccee  ooff  IIssllaamm  ddooeess  

iimmppllyy  aann  aaddvvaannccee  iinn  cciivviilliissaattiioonn  aanndd  iiss  aa  vveerryy  ddiissttiinncctt  sstteepp  iinn  tthhee  iinntteelllleeccttuuaall,,  

mmoorraall  aanndd  mmaatteerriiaall  pprrooggrreessss  ooff  aa  NNeeggrroo  ttrriibbee,,  hheellppss  vveerryy  llaarrggeellyy  ttoo  eexxppllaaiinn  tthhee  

ssuucccceessss  ooff  tthhiiss  ffaaiitthh..  TThhee  ffoorrcceess  aarrrraayyeedd  oonn  iittss  ssiiddee  aarree  ssoo  ppoowweerrffuull  aanndd  

aasscceennddaanntt,,  tthhaatt  tthhee  bbaarrbbaarriissmm,,  iiggnnoorraannccee  aanndd  ssuuppeerrssttiittiioonn  wwhhiicchh  iitt  sseeeekkss  ttoo  

sswweeeepp  aawwaayy  hhaavvee  lliittttllee  cchhaannccee  ooff  mmaakkiinngg  aa  lleennggtthheenneedd  rreessiissttaannccee..  WWhhaatt  tthhee  

cciivviilliissaattiioonn  ooff  MMuusslliimm  AAffrriiccaa  iimmpplleess  ttoo  tthhee  NNeeggrroo  ccoonnvveerrtt,,  iiss  aaddmmiirraabbllyy  

eexxpprreesssseedd  iinn  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  wwoorrddss::  ""  TThhee  wwoorrsstt  eevviillss  wwhhiicchh,,  tthheerree  iiss  rreeaassoonn  ttoo  

bbeelliieevvee,,  pprreevvaaiilleedd  aatt  oonnee  ttiimmee  oovveerr  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ooff  AAffrriiccaa,,  aanndd  wwhhiicchh  aarree  ssttiillll  ttoo  bbee  

ffoouunndd  iinn  mmaannyy  ppaarrttss  ooff  iitt,,  aanndd  tthhoossee,,  ttoooo,,  nnoott  ffaarr  ffrroomm  tthhee  GGoolldd  CCooaasstt  aanndd  ffrroomm  

oouurr  oowwnn  sseettttlleemmeennttss——ccaannnniibbaalliissmm  aanndd    hhuummaann    ssaaccrriiffiiccee  aanndd    tthhee  bbuurriiaall  ooff  lliivviinngg  

iinnffaannttss——ddiissaappppeeaarr  aatt  oonnccee  aanndd  ffoorr  eevveerr..  NNaattiivveess  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  hhiitthheerrttoo  lliivveedd  iinn  aa  

ssttaattee  ooff  nnaakkeeddnneessss,,  oorr  nneeaarrllyy  ssoo,,  bbeeggiinn  ttoo  ddrreessss,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  nneeaattllyy;;  nnaattiivveess  wwhhoo  

hhaavvee  nneevveerr  wwaasshheedd  bbeeffoorree  bbeeggiinn  ttoo  wwaasshh,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  ffrreeqquueennttllyy;;  ffoorr  aabblluuttiioonnss  aarree  

ccoommmmaannddeedd  iinn  tthhee  SSaaccrreedd  LLaaww,,  aanndd  iitt  iiss  aann  oorrddiinnaannccee  wwhhiicchh  ddooeess  nnoott  iinnvvoollvvee  

ttoooo  sseevveerree  aa  ssttrraaiinn  oonn  tthheeiirr  nnaattuurraall  iinnssttiinnccttss..      TThhee  ttrriibbaall  oorrggaanniissaattiioonn  tteennddss  ttoo  

ggiivvee  ppllaaccee  ttoo  ssoommeetthhiinngg  wwhhiicchh  hhaass  aa  wwiiddeerr  bbaassiiss..  IInn  ootthheerr  wwoorrddss,,  ttrriibbeess  ccooaalleessccee  

iinnttoo  nnaattiioonnss,,  aanndd,,  wwiitthh  tthhee  iinnccrreeaassee  ooff  eenneerrggyy  aanndd  iinntteelllliiggeennccee,,  nnaattiioonnss  iinnttoo  

eemmppiirreess..  MMaannyy  ssuucchh  iinnssttaanncceess  ccoouulldd  bbee  aadddduucceedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  SSoouuddaann  

aanndd  tthhee  aaddjjooiinniinngg  ccoouunnttrriieess  dduurriinngg  tthhee  llaasstt  hhuunnddrreedd  yyeeaarrss..  IIff  tthhee  wwaarrlliikkee  ssppiirriitt  iiss  

tthhuuss  ssttiimmuullaatteedd,,  tthhee  cceennttrreess  ffrroomm  wwhhiicchh  wwaarr  sspprriinnggss  aarree  ffeewweerr  iinn  nnuummbbeerr  aanndd  

ffuurrtthheerr  aappaarrtt..        WWaarr  iiss  bbeetttteerr  oorrggaanniisseedd,,  aanndd  iiss  uunnddeerr  ssoommee  ffoorrmm  ooff  rreessttrraaiinntt;;  
                                                           
1
 IIbbnn  KKhhaalllliikkāānn,,  vvooll..  ii..  pp..  1188.. 
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qquuaarrrreellss  aarree  nnoott  ppiicckkeedd  ffoorr  nnootthhiinngg;;  tthheerree  iiss  lleessss  iinnddiissccrriimmiinnaattee  pplluunnddeerriinngg  aanndd  

ggrreeaatteerr  sseeccuurriittyy  ffoorr  pprrooppeerrttyy  aanndd  lliiffee..  EElleemmeennttaarryy  sscchhoooollss,,
11
  lliikkee  tthhoossee  ddeessccrriibbeedd  

bbyy  MMuunnggoo  PPaarrkk  aa  cceennttuurryy  aaggoo,,  sspprriinngg  uupp,,  aanndd  eevveenn  iiff  tthheeyy  oonnllyy  tteeaacchh  tthheeiirr  

sscchhoollaarrss  ttoo  rreecciittee  tthhee  KKoorraann,,  tthheeyy  aarree  wwoorrtthh  ssoommeetthhiinngg  iinn  tthheemmsseellvveess,,  aanndd  mmaayy  

bbee  aa  sstteepp  ttoo  mmuucchh  mmoorree..  TThhee  wweellll--bbuuiilltt  aanndd  nneeaattllyy--kkeepptt  mmoossqquuee,,  wwiitthh  iittss  ccaallll  ttoo  

pprraayyeerr  rreeppeeaatteedd  ffiivvee  ttiimmeess  aa  ddaayy,,  iittss  MMeeccccaa--ppooiinnttiinngg  nniicchhee,,  iittss  IImmaamm  aanndd  iittss  

wweeeekkllyy  sseerrvviiccee,,  bbeeccoommeess  tthhee  cceennttrree  ooff  tthhee  vviillllaaggee,,  iinnsstteeaadd  ooff  tthhee  gghhaassttllyy  ffeettiisshh  oorr  

JJuujjuu  hhoouussee..  TThhee  wwoorrsshhiipp  ooff  oonnee  GGoodd,,  oommnniippootteenntt,,  oommnniipprreesseenntt,,  oommnniisscciieenntt,,  aanndd  

ccoommppaassssiioonnaattee,,  iiss  aann  iimmmmeeaassuurraabbllee  aaddvvaannccee  uuppoonn  aannyytthhiinngg  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  nnaattiivvee  hhaass  

bbeeeenn  ttaauugghhtt  ttoo  wwoorrsshhiipp  bbeeffoorree..  TThhee  AArraabbiicc  llaanngguuaaggee,,  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  MMuussssuullmmaann  

ssccrriippttuurreess  aarree  aallwwaayyss  wwrriitttteenn,,  iiss  aa  llaanngguuaaggee  ooff  eexxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy  ccooppiioouussnneessss  aanndd  

bbeeaauuttyy;;  oonnccee  lleeaarrnneedd  iitt  bbeeccoommeess  aa  lliinngguuaa  ffrraannccaa  ttoo  tthhee  ttrriibbeess  ooff  hhaallff  tthhee  

ccoonnttiinneenntt,,  aanndd  sseerrvveess  aass  aann  iinnttrroodduuccttiioonn  ttoo  lliitteerraattuurree,,  oorr  rraatthheerr,,  iitt  iiss  aa  lliitteerraattuurree  iinn  

iittsseellff..  IItt  ssuubbssttiittuutteess  mmoorreeoovveerr,,  aa  wwrriitttteenn  ccooddee  ooff  llaaww  ffoorr  tthhee  aarrbbiittrraarryy  ccaapprriiccee  ooff  aa  

cchhiieeffttaaiinn——aa  cchhaannggee  wwhhiicchh  iiss,,  iinn  iittsseellff,,  aann  iimmmmeennssee  aaddvvaannccee  iinn  cciivviilliissaattiioonn..  

MMaannuuffaaccttuurreess  aanndd  ccoommmmeerrccee  sspprriinngg  uupp,,  nnoott  tthhee  dduummbb  ttrraaddiinngg  oorr  tthhee  eelleemmeennttaarryy  

bbaarrtteerriinngg  ooff  rraaww  pprroodduuccttss  wwhhiicchh  wwee  kknnooww  ffrroomm  HHeerrooddoottuuss  ttoo  hhaavvee  eexxiisstteedd  ffrroomm  

tthhee  eeaarrlliieesstt  ttiimmeess  iinn  AAffrriiccaa,,  nnoorr  tthhee  ccoowwrriiee  sshheellllss,,  oorr  gguunnppoowwddeerr,,  oorr  ttoobbaaccccoo,,  oorr  

rruumm,,  wwhhiicchh  ssttiillll  sseerrvvee  aass  aa  cchhiieeff  mmeeddiiuumm  ooff  eexxcchhaannggee  aallll  aalloonngg  tthhee  ccooaasstt,,  bbuutt  

mmaannuuffaaccttuurreess  iinnvvoollvviinngg  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  sskkiillll,,  aanndd  aa  ccoommmmeerrccee  wwhhiicchh  iiss  eellaabboorraatteellyy  

oorrggaanniisseedd;;  aanndd  uunnddeerr  tthheeiirr  iinnfflluueennccee,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  ooff  tthhee  mmoorree  sseettttlleedd  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  

wwhhiicchh  IIssllaamm  bbrriinnggss  iinn  iittss  ttrraaiinn,,  tthheerree  hhaavvee  aarriisseenn  tthhoossee  ggrreeaatt  cciittiieess  ooff  NNeeggrroo--llaanndd  

wwhhoossee  vveerryy  eexxiisstteennccee,,  wwhheenn  ffiirrsstt  tthheeyy  wweerree  ddeessccrriibbeedd  bbyy  EEuurrooppeeaann  ttrraavveelllleerrss,,  

ccoouulldd  nnoott  bbuutt  bbee  hhaallff  ddiissccrreeddiitteedd..  II  aamm  ffaarr  ffrroomm  ssaayyiinngg  tthhaatt  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  iiss  tthhee  

ssoollee  ccaauussee  ooff  aallll  tthhiiss  ccoommppaarraattiivvee  pprroossppeerriittyy..  II  oonnllyy  ssaayy  iitt  iiss  ccoonnssiisstteenntt  wwiitthh  iitt,,  

aanndd  iitt  eennccoouurraaggeess  iitt..  CClliimmaattiicc  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  aanndd  vvaarriioouuss  ootthheerr  iinnfflluueenncceess  ccoo--ooppeerraattee  

ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  rreessuulltt;;  bbuutt  wwhhaatt  hhaass  PPaaggaann  AAffrriiccaa,,  eevveenn  wwhheerree  tthhee  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  aarree  

vveerryy  ssiimmiillaarr,,  ttoo  ccoommppaarree  wwiitthh  iitt  ??  AAss  rreeggaarrddss  tthhee  iinnddiivviidduuaall,,  iitt  iiss  aaddmmiitttteedd  oonn  aallll  

hhaannddss  tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  ggiivveess  ttoo  iittss  nneeww  NNeeggrroo  ccoonnvveerrttss  aann  eenneerrggyy,,  aa  ddiiggnniittyy,,  aa  sseellff--

rreelliiaannccee,,  aanndd  aa  sseellff--rreessppeecctt  wwhhiicchh  iiss  aallll  ttoooo  rraarreellyy  ffoouunndd  iinn  tthheeiirr  PPaaggaann  oorr  tthheeiirr  

CChhrriissttiiaann  ffeellllooww--ccoouunnttrryymmeenn..""
22
  

  TThhee  wwoorrddss  aabboovvee  qquuootteedd  wweerree  wwrriitttteenn  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  ppaarrttiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ggrreeaatteerr  

                                                           
1
 ""EExxttrraaccttss  ffrroomm  tthhee  KKoorraann  ffoorrmm  tthhee  eeaarrlliieesstt  rreeaaddiinngg  lleessssoonnss  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn,,  aanndd  tthhee  ccoommmmeennttaarriieess  aanndd  ootthheerr  wwoorrkkss  

ffoouunnddeedd  uuppoonn  iitt  ffuurrnniisshh  tthhee  pprriinncciippaall  ssuubbjjeeccttss  ooff  tthhee  aaddvvaanncceedd  ssttuuddiieess..  SScchhoooollss  ooff  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ggrraaddeess  hhaavvee  eexxiisstteedd  

ffoorr  cceennttuurriieess  iinn  vvaarriioouuss  iinntteerriioorr  nneeggrroo  ccoouunnttrriieess,,  aanndd  uunnddeerr  tthhee  pprroovviissiioonn  ooff  llaaww,,  iinn  wwhhiicchh  eevveenn  tthhee  ppoooorr  aarree  

eedduuccaatteedd  aatt  tthhee  ppuubblliicc  eexxppeennssee,,  aanndd  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  ddeesseerrvviinngg  aarree  ccaarrrriieedd  oonn  mmaannyy  yyeeaarrss  tthhrroouugghh  lloonngg  ccoouurrsseess  ooll  

rreegguullaarr  iinnssttrruuccttiioonn..  NNoorr  iiss  tthhee  ssyysstteemm  aallwwaayyss  ccoonnffiinneedd  ttoo  tthhee  AArraabbiicc  llaanngguuaaggee,,  oorr  ttoo  tthhee  wwoorrkkss  ooff  AArraabbiicc  wwrriitteerrss..  

AA  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  nnaattiivvee  llaanngguuaaggeess  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  rreedduucceedd  ttoo  wwrriittiinngg,,  bbooookkss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ttrraannssllaatteedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  AArraabbiicc  aanndd  

oorriiggiinnaall  wwoorrkkss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  wwrriitttteenn  iinn  tthheemm..  SScchhoooollss  aallssoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  kkeepptt  iinn  wwhhiicchh  nnaattiivvee  llaanngguuaaggeess  aarree  ttaauugghhtt..""  

CCoonnddiittiioonn  aanndd  CChhaarraacctteerr  ooff  NNeeggrrooeess  iinn  AAffrriiccaa..  BByy  TThheeooddoorree  DDwwiigghhtt..  ((MMeetthhooddiisstt  QQuuaarrtteerrllyy  RReevviieeww,,  JJaannuuaarryy  

11886699..))  

DDrr..  BBllyyddeenn  ((pppp..  220066--77))  mmeennttiioonnss  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  bbooookkss  aass  rreeaadd  bbyy  MMuusslliimmss  iinn  WWeesstteerrnn  AAffrriiccaa::  MMaaqqaammaatt  ooff  ḤḤ aarrīīrrīī,,  

..ppoorrttiioonnss  ooff  AArriissttoottllee  aanndd  PPllaattoo  ttrraannssllaatteedd  iinnttoo  AArraabbiicc,,  aann  AArraabbiicc  vveerrssiioonn  ooff  HHiippppooccrraatteess,,  aanndd  tthhee  AArraabbiicc  NNeeww  

TTeessttaammeenntt  aanndd  PPssaallmmss  iissssuueedd  bbyy  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  BBiibbllee  SSoocciieettyy..  FFoorr  tthhee  lliitteerraattuurree  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  iinn  EEaasstt  AAffrriiccaa,,  

sseeee  BBeecckkeerr::  IIssllaamm  iinn  DDeeuuttsscchh  OOssttaaffrriikkaa,,  pp..  1188  ssqqqq..  
2
  MMoohhaammmmeeddaanniissmm  iinn  AAffrriiccaa,,  bbyy  RR..  BBoosswwoorrtthh  SSmmiitthh..  ((TThhee  NNiinneetteeeenntthh  CCeennttuurryy,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  11888877,,  pppp..  779988--880000..))    
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ppaarrtt  ooff  AAffrriiccaa  aammoonngg  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeennttss  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  EEuurrooppee——EEnnggllaanndd,,  FFrraannccee  
aanndd  GGeerrmmaannyy——bbuutt  tthhee  iimmppoossiinngg  cchhaarraacctteerr  ooff  MMuusslliimm  cciivviilliissaattiioonn  hhaass  nnoott  cceeaasseedd  

ttoo  iimmpprreessss  tthhee  NNeeggrroo  mmiinndd,,  oorr  ttoo  ooppeerraattee  aass  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  iinnfflluueenncceess  ffaavvoouurraabbllee  ttoo  
tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  AAffrriiccaann  ffeettiisshh--wwoorrsshhiippppeerrss..  BBrroouugghhtt  ssuuddddeennllyy  iinnttoo  ccoonnttaacctt  

wwiitthh  EEuurrooppeeaann  ccuullttuurree,,  tthheessee  hhaavvee  rreecceeiivveedd  aann  iimmppuullssee  ttoo  aaddvvaannccee  iinn  tthhee  ppaatthh  ooff  
cciivviilliissaattiioonn,,  bbuutt  bbeeiinngg  uunnaabbllee  ttoo  bbrriiddggee  oovveerr  tthhee  gguullff  tthhaatt  sseeppaarraatteess  tthheemm  ffrroomm  

tthheeiirr  ffoorreeiiggnn  rruulleerrss,,  tthheeyy  ffiinndd  iinn  IIssllaamm  aa  ccuullttuurree  ccoorrrreessppoonnddiinngg  ttoo  tthheeiirr  nneeeeddss  aanndd  
ccaappaabbllee  ooff  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  tthheeiirr  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  aanndd  aassppiirraattiioonnss..

11
  SSoo  ffaarr,,  tthheerreeffoorree,,  

ffrroomm  tthhee  eexxtteennssiioonn  ooff  EEuurrooppeeaann  ddoommiinnaattiioonn  tteennddiinngg  ttoo  hhaammppeerr  tthhee  aaccttiivviittiieess  ooff  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  pprrooppaaggaannddiissttss,,  iitt  hhaass  ttoo  aa  vveerryy  rreemmaarrkkaabbllee  ddeeggrreeee  ccoonnttrriibbuutteedd  
ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  pprrooggrreessss  ooff  IIssllaamm..  TThhee  bbrriinnggiinngg  ooff  ppeeaaccee  ttoo  ccoouunnttrriieess  ffoorrmmeerrllyy  

hhaarraasssseedd  bbyy  wwaarrss  ooff  eexxtteerrmmiinnaattiioonn  oorr  tthhee  rraaiiddss  ooff  ssllaavvee--hhuunntteerrss,,  tthhee  
eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt  ooff  oorrddeerreedd  mmeetthhooddss  ooff  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  aanndd  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn,,  aanndd  tthhee  

iinnccrreeaasseedd  ffaacciilliittiieess  ooff  ccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn  bbyy  tthhee  mmaakkiinngg  ooff  rrooaaddss  aanndd  tthhee  bbuuiillddiinngg  ooff  
rraaiillwwaayyss,,  hhaavvee  ggiivveenn  aa  ggrreeaatt  ssttiimmuulluuss  ttoo  ttrraaddee  aanndd  hhaavvee  eennaabblleedd  tthhaatt  aaccttiivvee  

pprrooppaaggaannddiisstt,,  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ttrraaddeerr,,  ttoo  eexxtteenndd  hhiiss  iinnfflluueennccee  iinn  ddiissttrriiccttss  pprreevviioouussllyy  
uunnttrrooddddeenn,,  aanndd  ttrraavveerrssee  ffaammiilliiaarr  ggrroouunndd  wwiitthh  ggrreeaatteerr  sseeccuurriittyy..  FFuurrtthheerr,,  tthhee  
ssuupppprreessssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ssllaavvee--ttrraaddee  hhaass  rreemmoovveedd  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  oobbssttaacclleess  ttoo  tthhee  

sspprreeaadd  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  ppaaggaann  AAffrriiccaa,,  bbeeccaauussee  iitt  wwaass  ttoo  tthhee  iinntteerreesstt  ooff  tthhee  AArraabb  aanndd  
ootthheerr  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ssllaavvee--ddeeaalleerrss  nnoott  ttoo  nnaarrrrooww  tthhee  ffiieelldd  ooff  tthheeiirr  ooppeerraattiioonnss  bbyy  

aaddmmiittttiinngg  tthheeiirr  ppoossssiibbllee  vviiccttiimmss  iinnttoo  tthhee  bbrrootthheerrhhoooodd  ooff  IIssllaamm..
22
  CCoonnvveerrttss  aarree  

nnooww  wwoonn  ffrroomm  ppaaggaann  ttrriibbeess  wwhhiicchh  iinn  tthhee  ddaayyss  ooff  tthhee  ssllaavvee--ttrraaddee  wweerree  uunnttoouucchheedd  

bbyy  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  eeffffoorrtt..  TToo  tthhiiss  rreessuulltt  tthhee  EEuurrooppeeaann  ggoovveerrnnmmeennttss  hhaavvee  ccoonnttrriibbuutteedd  
bbyy  eemmppllooyyiinngg  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ttoo  ffiillll  tthhee  ssuubboorrddiinnaattee  ppoossttss  iinn  tthhee  cciivviill  

aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn  ((ssiinnccee  aammoonngg  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  aalloonnee  wweerree  eedduuccaatteedd  ppeerrssoonnss  ttoo  
bbee  ffoouunndd))  aanndd  ddiissttrriibbuuttiinngg  tthheemm  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  ppaaggaann  ddiissttrriiccttss,,  bbyy  eemmppllooyyiinngg  
MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  tteeaacchheerrss  iinn  tthhee  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  sscchhoooollss,,  aanndd  bbyy  rreeccrruuiittiinngg  tthheeiirr  

aarrmmiieess  ffrroomm  aammoonngg  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ttrriibbeess;;  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  tthhuuss  aaddddeedd  ttoo  tthhee  pprreessttiiggee  ooff  
IIssllaamm  iinn  tthhee  eeyyeess  ooff  tthhee  ppaaggaann  AAffrriiccaannss——aa  cciirrccuummssttaannccee  tthhaatt  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  hhaavvee  

nnoott  bbeeeenn  ssllooww  ttoo  mmaakkee  uussee  ooff,,  ttoo  tthhee  aaddvvaannttaaggee  ooff  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  ffaaiitthh..
33
  

  SSoo  lliittttllee  ttrruutthh  iiss  tthheerree  iinn  tthhee  ssttaatteemmeenntt  tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  mmaakkeess  pprrooggrreessss  oonnllyy  bbyy  

ffoorrccee  ooff  aarrmmss,,
44
  tthhaatt  oonn  tthhee  ccoonnttrraarryy  tthhee  ppaarrttiittiioonn  ooff  AAffrriiccaa  aammoonngg  tthhee  EEuurrooppeeaann  

ppoowweerrss,,  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  wwrreesstteedd  tthhee  sswwoorrdd  ffrroomm  tthhee  hhaannddss  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  cchhiieeffss  nnooww  

uunnddeerr  tthheeiirr  ccoonnttrrooll,,  hhaass  iinniittiiaatteedd  aa  pprrooppaaggaannddaa  wwhhiicchh  sseeeemmss  lliikkeellyy  ttoo  ssuucccceeeedd  
wwhheerree  cceennttuurriieess  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ddoommiinnaattiioonn  hhaavvee  ffaaiilleedd..  

                                                           
1
 LLee  CChhaatteelliieerr,,  ((33)),,  pp..  334488.. 

2
 FFoorrggeett,,  pp..  9955..  MMeerreennsskkyy,,  pp..  115566..  ((""  DDeenn  VVeerrttrreetteerrnn  ddeess  IIssllaamm  aabbeerr  ssttaanndd  iihhrr  VVoorrtteeiill,,  ddeerr  GGeewwiinnnn,,  ddeenn  ddiiee  

UUnntteerrdd??cckkuunngg  ddeerr  EEiinnggeebboorrnneenn  bbrriinnggtt,,  hh??hheerr  aallss  ddiiee  AAuussbbrreeiittuunngg  iihhrreess  GGllaauubbeennss..  HH??ttttee  mmaann  ddiiee  VV??llkkeerr  AAffrriikkaass  

dduurrcchh  ddiiee  MMaacchhtt  ggeeiissttiiggeerr  WWaaffffeenn  uunntteerr  gg??ttiiggeenn  EEnnttggeeggeennkkoommmmeenn  zzuu  MMoohhaammmmeeddaanneerrnn  ggeemmaacchhtt,,  ssoo  wwaarreenn  ssiiee  

GGllaauubbeennssggeennoosssseenn,,  gglleeiicchhbbeerreecchh--ttiiggee  BBrruuddeerr,,  ddiiee  mmaann  nniicchhtt  mmeehhrr  bbeerraauubbeenn,,  zzuu  SSkkllaavveenn  mmaacchheenn,,  ooddeerr  aallss  

SSkkllaavveenn  nnuurr  AArrbbeeiitt  aauussnnuuttzzeenn  kkoonnnnttee.."")) 
3
 WWeesstteerrmmaannnn,,  pp..  664433..        LL..  ddee  CCoonntteennssoonn,,  pp..  224444..        KKuummmm,,  pp..  112222.. 

4
 TThhuuss  MMeerreennsskkyy,,  ddiissccuussssiinngg  tthhee  ffaaiilluurree  ooff  IIssllaamm  ttoo  ddoommiinnaattee  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ooff  AAffrriiccaa  aafftteerr  cceennttuurriieess  ooff  ooccccuuppaattiioonn  

ssaayyss  ::——""  WWiirr  sseehheenn  ddiiee  UUrrssaacchhee  ff??rr  ddiieessee  mmeerrkkww??rrddiiggee  EErrsscchheeiinnuunngg  iinn  ddeenn  BBeezziieehhuunnggeenn,,  iinn  ddeenneenn  bbeeii  ddeenn  

MMoohhaammmmeeddaanneerrnn  ??nneerrnn  ddiiee  aauusssseerree  GGeewwaalltt  zzuumm  IIssllaamm  uunndd  zzuurr  AAuussbbrreeiittuunngg  ddeess  IIssllaamm  sstteehhtt..  BBeeiiddeess  sstteehhtt  uunndd  

ff??lllltt  mmiitteeiinnaannddeerr,,  ddrriinnggtt  mmiitteeiinnaannddeerr  vvoorr  uunndd  ggeehhtt  mmiitteeiinnaannddeerr  aauucchh  wwiieeddeerr  zzuurr??..""  ((pp..  115566..)) 
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CCHHAAPPTTEERR    XXIIII..  

  

TTHHEE  SSPPRREEAADD  OOFF  IISSLLAAMM  IINN  TTHHEE  MMAALLAAYY  AARRCCHHIIPPEELLAAGGOO..  

    

TTHHEE  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  MMaallaayy  AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo  dduurriinngg  tthhee  llaasstt  660000  yyeeaarrss  ffuurrnniisshheess  

uuss  wwiitthh  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  mmoosstt  iinntteerreessttiinngg  cchhaapptteerrss  iinn  tthhee  ssttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  sspprreeaadd  ooff  IIssllaamm  bbyy  

mmiissssiioonnaarryy  eeffffoorrttss..  DDuurriinngg  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ooff  tthhiiss  ppeerriioodd  wwee  ffiinndd  eevviiddeenncceess  ooff  aa  

ccoonnttiinnuuoouuss  aaccttiivviittyy  oonn  tthhee  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess,,  iinn  oonnee  oorr  ootthheerr  

aatt  lleeaasstt  ooff  tthhee  EEaasstt  IInnddiiaa  iissllaannddss..  IInn  eevveerryy  iinnssttaannccee,,  iinn  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg,,  tthheeiirr  wwoorrkk  

hhaadd  ttoo  bbee  ccaarrrriieedd  oonn  wwiitthhoouutt  aannyy  ppaattrroonnaaggee  oorr  aassssiissttaannccee  ffrroomm  tthhee  rruulleerrss  ooff  tthhee  

ccoouunnttrryy,,  bbuutt  ssoolleellyy  bbyy  tthhee  ffoorrccee  ooff  ppeerrssuuaassiioonn,,  aanndd  iinn  mmaannyy  ccaasseess  iinn  tthhee  ffaaccee  ooff  

sseevveerree  ooppppoossiittiioonn,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  oonn  tthhee  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  SSppaanniiaarrddss..  BBuutt  iinn  ssppiittee  ooff  aallll  

ddiiffffiiccuullttiieess,,  aanndd  wwiitthh  vvaarryyiinngg  ssuucccceessss,,  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  pprroosseeccuutteedd  tthheeiirr  eeffffoorrttss  wwiitthh  

uunnttiirriinngg  eenneerrggyy,,  ppeerrffeeccttiinngg  tthheeiirr  wwoorrkk  ((mmoorree  eessppeecciiaallllyy  iinn  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddaayy))  

wwhheerreevveerr  iitt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ppaarrttiiaall  oorr  iinnssuuffffiicciieenntt..  

  IItt  iiss  iimmppoossssiibbllee  ttoo  ffiixx  tthhee  pprreecciissee  ddaattee  ooff  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  iinnttrroodduuccttiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm  

iinnttoo  tthhee  MMaallaayy  AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo..  IItt  mmaayy  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ccaarrrriieedd  tthhiitthheerr  bbyy  tthhee  AArraabb  ttrraaddeerrss  

iinn  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  cceennttuurriieess  ooff  tthhee  HHiijjrraahh,,  lloonngg  bbeeffoorree  wwee  hhaavvee  aannyy  hhiissttoorriiccaall  nnoottiicceess  ooff  

ssuucchh  iinnfflluueenncceess  bbeeiinngg  aatt  wwoorrkk..  TThhiiss  ssuuppppoossiittiioonn  iiss  rreennddeerreedd  tthhee  mmoorree  pprroobbaabbllee  

bbyy  tthhee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  wwee  hhaavvee  ooff  tthhee  eexxtteennssiivvee  ccoommmmeerrccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  EEaasstt  ccaarrrriieedd  oonn  

bbyy  tthhee  AArraabbss  ffrroomm  vveerryy  eeaarrllyy  ttiimmeess..  IInn  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  cceennttuurryy  BB..CC..  tthhee  ttrraaddee  wwiitthh  

CCeeyylloonn  wwaass  wwhhoollllyy  iinn  tthheeiirr  hhaannddss..  AAtt  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  sseevveenntthh  cceennttuurryy  ooff  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaann  eerraa,,  tthhee  ttrraaddee  wwiitthh  CChhiinnaa,,  tthhrroouugghh  CCeeyylloonn,,  rreecceeiivveedd  aa  ggrreeaatt  iimmppuullssee,,  ssoo  

tthhaatt  iinn  tthhee  mmiiddddllee  ooff  tthhee  eeiigghhtthh  cceennttuurryy  AArraabb  ttrraaddeerrss  wweerree  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  iinn  ggrreeaatt  

nnuummbbeerrss  iinn  CCaannttoonn;;  wwhhiillee  ffrroomm  tthhee  tteenntthh  ttoo  tthhee  ffiifftteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  uunnttiill  tthhee  aarrrriivvaall  

ooff  tthhee  PPoorrttuugguueessee,,  tthheeyy  wweerree  uunnddiissppuutteedd  mmaasstteerrss  ooff  tthhee  ttrraaddee  wwiitthh  tthhee  EEaasstt..
11
  WWee  

mmaayy  tthheerreeffoorree  ccoonnjjeeccttuurree  wwiitthh  ttoolleerraabbllee  cceerrttaaiinnttyy  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  mmuusstt  hhaavvee  eessttaabblliisshheedd  

tthheeiirr  ccoommmmeerrcciiaall  sseettttlleemmeennttss  oonn  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  iissllaannddss  ooff  tthhee  MMaallaayy  AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo,,  

aass  tthheeyy  ddiidd  eellsseewwhheerree,,  aatt  aa  vveerryy  eeaarrllyy  ppeerriioodd  ::  tthhoouugghh  nnoo  mmeennttiioonn  iiss  mmaaddee  ooff  

tthheessee  iissllaannddss  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrkkss  ooff  tthhee  AArraabb  ggeeooggrraapphheerrss  eeaarrlliieerr  tthhaann  tthhee  nniinntthh  

cceennttuurryy,,
22
  yyeett  iinn  tthhee  CChhiinneessee  aannnnaallss,,  uunnddeerr  tthhee  ddaattee  AA..DD..  667744,,  aann  aaccccoouunntt  iiss  ggiivveenn  

ooff  aann  AArraabb  cchhiieeff,,  wwhhoo  ffrroomm  llaatteerr  nnoottiicceess  iiss  ccoonnjjeeccttuurreedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  tthhee  hheeaadd  ooff  

aann  AArraabb  sseettttlleemmeenntt  oonn  tthhee  wweesstt  ccooaasstt  ooff  SSuummaattrraa..
33
  

  MMiissssiioonnaarriieess  mmuusstt  aallssoo,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  hhaavvee  ccoommee  ttoo  tthhee  MMaallaayy  AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo  

ffrroomm  tthhee  ssoouutthh  ooff  IInnddiiaa,,  jjuuddggiinngg  ffrroomm  cceerrttaaiinn  ppeeccuulliiaarriittiieess  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  

tthheeoollooggyy  aaddoopptteedd  bbyy  tthhee  iissllaannddeerrss..  MMoosstt  ooff  tthhee  MMuussaahhnnaannss  ooff  tthhee  AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo  

bbeelloonngg  ttoo  tthhee  SShhaaffii''iiyyyyaahh  sseecctt,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  aatt  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddaayy  pprreeddoommiinnaanntt  oonn  tthhee  

CCoorroommaannddeell  aanndd  MMaallaabbaarr  ccooaassttss,,  aass  wwaass  tthhee  ccaassee  aallssoo  aabboouutt  tthhee  mmiiddddllee  ooff  tthhee  

ffoouurrtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  wwhheenn  IIbbnn  BBaaṭṭ ūūṭṭ aahh  vviissiitteedd  tthheessee  ppaarrttss..
44
  SSoo  wwhheenn  wwee  
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ccoonnssiiddeerr  tthhaatt  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ooff  tthhee  nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  ccoouunnttrriieess  bbeelloonngg--ttoo  tthhee  

ḤḤ aannaaffiiyyyyaahh  sseecctt,,  wwee  ccaann  oonnllyy  eexxppllaaiinn  tthhee  pprreevvaalleennccee  ooff  SShhāāffii''iiyyyyaahh  tteeaacchhiinnggss  bbyy  

aassssuummiinngg  tthheemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  bbrroouugghhtt  tthhiitthheerr  ffrroomm  tthhee  MMaallaabbaarr  ccooaasstt,,  tthhee  ppoorrttss  ooff  

wwhhiicchh  wweerree  ffrreeqquueenntteedd  bbyy  mmeerrcchhaannttss  ffrroomm  JJaavvaa,,  aass  wweellll  aass  ffrroomm  CChhiinnaa,,  YYaammaann  

aanndd  PPeerrssiiaa..
11
  FFrroomm  IInnddiiaa,,  ttoooo,,  oorr  ffrroomm  PPeerrssiiaa,,  mmuusstt  hhaavvee  ccoommee  tthhee  SShhīī''iissmm,,  ooff  

wwhhiicchh  ttrraacceess  aarree  ssttiillll  ffoouunndd  iinn  JJaavvaa  aanndd  SSuummaattrraa..  FFrroomm  IIbbnn  BBaaṭṭ ūūṭṭ aahh  wwee  lleeaarrnn  

tthhaatt  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  SSuullttaann  ooff  SSaammuuddrraa  hhaadd  eenntteerreedd  iinnttoo  ffrriieennddllyy  rreellaattiioonnss  

wwiitthh  tthhee  ccoouurrtt  ooff  DDeehhllii,,  aanndd  aammoonngg  tthhee  lleeaarrnneedd  ddooccttoorrss  ooff  tthhee  llaaww  wwhhoomm  tthhiiss  

ddeevvoouutt  pprriinnccee  eessppeecciiaallllyy  ffaavvoouurreedd,,  tthheerree  wweerree  ttwwoo  ooff  PPeerrssiiaann  oorriiggiinn,,  tthhee  oonnee  

ccoommiinngg  ffrroomm  SShhiirraazz  aanndd  tthhee  ootthheerr  ffrroomm  IIssppaahhaann..
22
  BBuutt  lloonngg  bbeeffoorree  tthhiiss  ttiimmee  

mmeerrcchhaannttss  ffrroomm  tthhee  DDeeccccaann,,  tthhrroouugghh  wwhhoossee  hhaannddss  ppaasssseedd  tthhee  ttrraaddee  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  

MMuussaallmmaann  ssttaatteess  ooff  IInnddiiaa  aanndd  tthhee  MMaallaayy  AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo,,  hhaadd  eessttaabblliisshheedd  

tthheemmsseellvveess  iinn  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerrss  iinn  tthhee  ttrraaddiinngg  ppoorrttss  ooff  tthheessee  iissllaannddss,,  wwhheerree  tthheeyy  

ssoowweedd  tthhee  sseeeedd  ooff  tthhee  nneeww  rreelliiggiioonn..
33
  

  IItt  iiss  ttoo  tthhee  pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  eeffffoorrttss  ooff  tthheessee  AArraabb  aanndd  IInnddiiaann  mmeerrcchhaannttss  tthhaatt  

tthhee  nnaattiivvee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn,,  wwhhiicchh  wwee  ffiinndd  aallrreeaaddyy  iinn  tthhee  eeaarrlliieesstt  

hhiissttoorriiccaall  nnoottiicceess  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  tthheessee  ppaarrttss,,  oowweess  iittss  eexxiisstteennccee..  SSeettttlliinngg  iinn  tthhee  

cceennttrreess  ooff  ccoommmmeerrccee,,  tthheeyy  iinntteerrmmaarrrriieedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  tthhee  llaanndd,,  aanndd  tthheessee  

hheeaatthheenn  wwiivveess  aanndd  tthhee  ssllaavveess  ooff  tthheeiirr  hhoouusseehhoollddss  tthhuuss  ffoorrmmeedd  tthhee  nnuucclleeuuss  ooff  aa  

MMuusslliimm  ccoommmmuunniittyy  wwhhiicchh  iittss  mmeemmbbeerrss  mmaaddee  eevveerryy  eeffffoorrtt  iinn  tthheeiirr  ppoowweerr  ttoo  

iinnccrreeaassee..  TThhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ddeessccrriippttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  mmeetthhooddss  aaddoopptteedd  bbyy  tthheessee  mmeerrcchhaanntt  

mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  iinn  tthhee  PPhhiilliippppiinnee  IIssllaannddss,,  ggiivveess  aa  ppiiccttuurree  ooff  wwhhaatt  wwaass  nnoo  ddoouubbtt  tthhee  

pprraaccttiiccee  ooff  mmaannyy  pprreecceeddiinngg  ggeenneerraattiioonnss  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ttrraaddeerrss  ::——""  TThhee  bbeetttteerr  

ttoo  iinnttrroodduuccee  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  iinnttoo  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  aaddoopptteedd  tthhee  

llaanngguuaaggee  aanndd  mmaannyy  ooff  tthhee  ccuussttoommss  ooff  tthhee  nnaattiivveess,,  mmaarrrriieedd  tthheeiirr  wwoommeenn,,  

ppuurrcchhaasseedd  ssllaavveess  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  iinnccrreeaassee  tthheeiirr  ppeerrssoonnaall  iimmppoorrttaannccee,,  aanndd  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  

ffiinnaallllyy  iinn  iinnccoorrppoorraattiinngg  tthheemmsseellvveess  aammoonngg  tthhee  cchhiieeffss  wwhhoo  hheelldd  tthhee  ffoorreemmoosstt  rraannkk  

iinn  tthhee  ssttaattee..  SSiinnccee  tthheeyy  wwoorrkkeedd  ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  ggrreeaatteerr  aabbiilliittyy  aanndd  hhaarrmmoonnyy  tthhaann  

tthhee  nnaattiivveess,,  tthheeyy  ggrraadduuaallllyy  iinnccrreeaasseedd  tthheeiirr  ppoowweerr  mmoorree  aanndd  mmoorree,,  aass  hhaavviinngg  

nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  ssllaavveess  iinn  tthheeiirr  ppoosssseessssiioonn,,  tthheeyy  ffoorrmmeedd  aa  kkiinndd  ooff  ccoonnffeeddeerraaccyy  aammoonngg  

tthheemmsseellvveess  aanndd  eessttaabblliisshheedd  aa  ssoorrtt  ooff  mmoonnaarrcchhyy,,  wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  mmaaddee  hheerreeddiittaarryy  iinn  

oonnee  ffaammiillyy..  TThhoouugghh  ssuucchh  aa  ccoonnffeeddeerraaccyy  ggaavvee  tthheemm  ggrreeaatt  ppoowweerr,,  yyeett  tthheeyy  ffeelltt  tthhee  

nneecceessssiittyy  ooff  kkeeeeppiinngg  oonn  ffrriieennddllyy  tteerrmmss  wwiitthh  tthhee  oolldd  aarriissttooccrraaccyy,,  aanndd  ooff  eennssuurriinngg  

tthheeiirr  ffrreeeeddoomm  ttoo  tthhoossee  ccllaasssseess  wwhhoossee  ssuuppppoorrtt  tthheeyy  ccoouulldd  nnoott  aaffffoorrdd  ttoo  ddiissppeennssee  

wwiitthh..""
44
  IItt  mmuusstt  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  iinn  ssoommee  ssuucchh  wwaayy  aass  tthhiiss  tthhaatt  tthhee  ddiiffffeerreenntt  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  sseettttlleemmeennttss  iinn  tthhee  MMaallaayy  AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo  llaaiidd  aa  ffiirrmm  ppoolliittiiccaall  aanndd  

ssoocciiaall  bbaassiiss  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  eeffffoorrttss..  TThheeyy  ddiidd  nnoott  ccoommee  aass  ccoonnqquueerroorrss,,  lliikkee  

tthhee  SSppaanniisshh  iinn  tthhee  ssiixxtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  oorr  uussee  tthhee  sswwoorrdd  aass  aann  iinnssttrruummeenntt  ooff  

ccoonnvveerrssiioonn;;  nnoorr  ddiidd  tthheeyy  aarrrrooggaattee  ttoo  tthheemmsseellvveess  tthhee  pprriivviilleeggeess  ooff  aa  ssuuppeerriioorr  aanndd  
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ddoommiinnaanntt  rraaccee  ssoo  aass  ttoo  ddeeggrraaddee  aanndd  oopppprreessss  tthhee  oorriiggiinnaall  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss,,  bbuutt  ccoommiinngg  

ssiimmppllyy  iinn  tthhee  gguuiissee  ooff  ttrraaddeerrss  tthheeyy  eemmppllooyyeedd  aallll  tthheeiirr  ssuuppeerriioorr  iinntteelllliiggeennccee  aanndd  

cciivviilliissaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  sseerrvviiccee  ooff  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn,,  rraatthheerr  tthhaann  aass  aa  mmeeaannss  ttoowwaarrddss  tthheeiirr  

ppeerrssoonnaall  aaggggrraannddiisseemmeenntt  aanndd  tthhee  aammaassssiinngg  ooff  wweeaalltthh..
11
  WWiitthh  tthhiiss  ggeenneerraall  

ssttaatteemmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  ssuubbssiiddiiaarryy  mmeeaannss  aaddoopptteedd  bbyy  tthheemm,,  lleett  uuss  ffoollllooww  iinn  ddeettaaiill  tthheeiirr  

pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  eeffffoorrttss  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  vvaarriioouuss  iissllaannddss  iinn  ttuurrnn..  

  TTrraaddiittiioonn  rreepprreesseennttss  IIssllaamm  aass  hhaavviinngg  bbeeeenn  iinnttrroodduucceedd  iinnttoo  SSuummaattrraa  ffrroomm  

AArraabbiiaa..  BBuutt  tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  ssoouunndd  hhiissttoorriiccaall  bbaassiiss  ffoorr  ssuucchh  aa  bbeelliieeff,,  aanndd  aallll  tthhee  

eevviiddeennccee  sseeeemmss  ttoo  ppooiinntt  ttoo  IInnddiiaa  aass  tthhee  ssoouurrccee  ffrroomm  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  SSuummaattrraa  

ddeerriivveedd  tthheeiirr  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthhee  nneeww  ffaaiitthh..  AAccttiivvee  ccoommmmeerrcciiaall  rreellaattiioonnss  hhaadd  

eexxiisstteedd  ffoorr  cceennttuurriieess  bbeettwweeeenn  IInnddiiaa  aanndd  tthhee  MMaallaayy  AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo,,  aanndd  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  

mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  ttoo  SSuummaattrraa  wweerree  pprroobbaabbllyy  IInnddiiaann  ttrraaddeerrss..
22
  TThheerree  iiss,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  nnoo  

hhiissttoorriiccaall  rreeccoorrdd  ooff  tthheeiirr  llaabboouurrss,,  aanndd  tthhee  MMaallaayy  cchhrroonniicclleess  aassccrriibbee  tthhee  hhoonnoouurr  ooff  

bbeeiinngg  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  ttoo  AAttjjeehh,,  iinn  tthhee  nnoorrtthh--wweesstt  ooff  SSuummaattrraa,,  ttoo  aann  AArraabb  

nnaammeedd  ''AAbbdd  ᾹᾹ llllāāhh  ''AArriiff,,  wwhhoo  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  vviissiitteedd  tthhee  iissllaanndd  aabboouutt  tthhee  mmiiddddllee  

ooff  tthhee  ttwweellfftthh  cceennttuurryy;;  oonnee  ooff  hhiiss  ddiisscciipplleess,,  BBuurrhhaann  aall--DDiinn,,  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  ccaarrrriieedd  

tthhee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ddoowwnn  tthhee  wweesstt  ccooaasstt  aass  ffaarr  aass  PPrriiaammaann..
33
  UUnn--

ttrruussttwwoorrtthhyy  aass  tthhiiss  rreeccoorrdd  iiss,,  iitt  mmaayy  yyeett  ppoossssiibbllyy  iinnddiiccaattee  tthhee  eexxiisstteennccee  ooff  ssoommee  

pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  aaccttiivviittyy  aabboouutt  tthhiiss  ppeerriioodd;;  ffoorr  tthhee  MMaallaayy  cchhrroonniiccllee  ooff  AAttjjeehh  ggiivveess  

11220055  aass  tthhee  ddaattee  ooff  tthhee  aacccceessssiioonn  ooff  JJūūhhaann  SShhāāhh,,  tthhee  ttrraaddiittiioonnaarryy  ffoouunnddeerr  ooff  tthhee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ddyynnaassttyy..  HHee  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aa  ssttrraannggeerr  ffrroomm  tthhee  WWeesstt,,
44
  aanndd  ttoo  

hhaavvee  ccoommee  ttoo  tthheessee  sshhoorreess  ttoo  pprreeaacchh  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett;;  hhee  mmaaddee  mmaannyy  

pprroosseellyytteess,,  mmaarrrriieedd  aa  wwiiffee  ffrroomm  aammoonngg  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  aanndd  wwaass  hhaaiilleedd  

bbyy  tthheemm  aass  tthheeiirr  kkiinngg,,  uunnddeerr  tthhee  hhaallff--SSaannsskkrriitt,,  hhaallff--AArraabbiicc  ttiittllee  ooff  SSrrīī  PPaaddūūkkaa  

SSuullṭṭ āānn..  FFoorr  ssoommee  ttiimmee  tthhee  nneeww  ffaaiitthh  wwoouulldd  iinn  aallll  pprroobbaabbiilliittyy  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  

ccoonnffiinneedd  ttoo  tthhee  ppoorrttss  aatt  wwhhiicchh  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  mmeerrcchhaannttss  ttoouucchheedd,,  aanndd  iittss  

pprrooggrreessss  iinnllaanndd  wwoouulldd  bbee  sslloowweerr,,  aass  hheerree  iitt  wwoouulldd  ccoommee  uupp  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  ssttrroonngg  

HHiinndduu  iinnfflluueenncceess  tthhaatt  hhaadd  tthheeiirr  cceennttrree  iinn  tthhee  kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  MMeennaannggkkaabbaauu..  

  MMaarrccoo  PPoolloo,,  wwhhoo  ssppeenntt  ffiivvee  mmoonntthhss  oonn  tthhee  nnoorrtthh  ccooaasstt  ooff  SSuummaattrraa  iinn  

11229922,,  ssppeeaakkss  ooff  aallll  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  bbeeiinngg  iiddoollaatteerrss,,  eexxcceepptt  iinn  tthhee  ppeettttyy  kkiinnggddoomm  

ooff  PPaarrllaakk  oonn  tthhee  nnoorrtthheeaasstt  ccoorrnneerr  ooff  tthhee  iissllaanndd,,  wwhheerree,,  ttoooo,,  oonnllyy  tthhee  ttoowwnnssppeeooppllee  

wweerree  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss,,  ffoorr  ""  tthhiiss  kkiinnggddoomm,,  yyoouu  mmuusstt  kknnooww,,  iiss  ssoo  mmuucchh  ffrreeqquueenntteedd  

bbyy  tthhee  SSaarraacceenn  mmeerrcchhaannttss  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  tthhee  nnaattiivveess  ttoo  tthhee  LLaaww  ooff  

MMaahhoommmmeett,,""  bbuutt  tthhee  hhiillll--ppeeooppllee  wweerree  aallll  iiddoollaatteerrss  aanndd  ccaannnniibbaallss..
55
  FFuurrtthheerr,,  oonnee  

ooff  tthhee  MMaallaayy  cchhrroonniicclleess  ssaayyss  tthhaatt  iitt  wwaass  SSuullttaann  ''AAllii  MMuugghhāāyyaatt  SShhāāhh,,  wwhhoo  rreeiiggnneedd  

oovveerr  AAttjjeehh  ffrroomm  11550077  ttoo  11552222,,  wwhhoo  ffiirrsstt  sseett  tthhee  eexxaammppllee  ooff  eemmbbrraacciinngg  IIssllaamm,,  iinn  

wwhhiicchh  hhee  wwaass  ffoolllloowweedd  bbyy  hhiiss  ssuubbjjeeccttss..
66
  BBuutt  iitt  iiss  nnoott  iimmpprroobbaabbllee  tthhaatt  tthhee  hhoonnoouurr  

                                                           
1
 CCrraawwffuurrdd  ((22)),,  vvooll..  iiii..  pp..  226655.. 

2
  SSnnoouucckk  HHuurrggrroonnjjee::  LL''AArraabbiiee  eett  lleess  IInnddeess  NNeeeerrllaannddaaiisseess..  ((RReevvuuee  ddee  ll''HHiissttooiirree  ddeess  RReelliiggiioonnss,,  vvooll..  IIvviiii..  pp..  6699  ssqqqq..))  

3
 DDee  HHoollllaannddeerr,,  vvooll..  ii..  pp..  558811..  VVeetthh  ((II)),,  pp..  6600.. 

4
TThhiiss  vvaagguuee  rreeffeerreennccee  wwoouulldd  ffiitt  eeiitthheerr  AArraabbiiaa,,  PPeerrssiiaa  oorr  IInnddiiaa;;  bbuutt  iiff  ssuucchh  aa  ppeerrssoonn  aass  JJuuhhaann  SShhaahh  eevveerr  eexxiisstteedd,,  hhee  

pprroobbaabbllyy  ccaammee  ffrroomm  tthhee  CCoorroommaannddeell  oorr  MMaallaabbaarr  ccooaasstt..      ((CChhrroonniiqquuee  dduu  RRooyyaauummee  dd''AAttcchheehh,,  ttrraadduuiittee  dduu  MMaallaayy  

ppaarr  EEdd..  DDuullaauurriieerr,,  pp..  77..))  

55  MMaarrccoo  PPoolloo,,  vvooll..  iiii..  pp..228844..   

66  VVeetthh  ((II)),,  pp..  6611.. 
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ooff  bbeeiinngg  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  MMuusslliimm  rruulleerr  ooff  tthhee  ssttaattee  hhaass  bbeeeenn  hheerree  aattttrriibbuutteedd  aass  aann  aaddddeedd  

gglloorryy  ttoo  tthhee  mmoonnaarrcchh  wwhhoo  ffoouunnddeedd  tthhee  ggrreeaattnneessss  ooff  AAttjjeehh  aanndd  bbeeggaann  ttoo  eexxtteenndd  iittss  

sswwaayy  oovveerr  tthhee  nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  ccoouunnttrryy,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  hhee  rraatthheerr  eeffffeecctteedd  aa  rreevviivvaall  ooff,,  oorr  

iimmppaarrtteedd  aa  ffrreesshh  iimmppuullssee  ttoo,,  tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  lliiffee  ooff  hhiiss  ssuubbjjeeccttss  tthhaann  ggaavvee  ttoo  tthheemm  

tthheeiirr  ffiirrsstt  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett..  FFoorr  IIssllaamm  hhaadd  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  sseett  ffiirrmm  

ffoooott  iinn  SSuummaattrraa  lloonngg  bbeeffoorree  hhiiss  ttiimmee..  AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  ttrraaddiittiioonnaarryy  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  

tthhee  cciittyy  ooff  SSaammuuddrraa,,  tthhee  SShhaarrīīff  ooff  MMeeccccaa  sseenntt  aa  mmiissssiioonn  ttoo  ccoonnvveerrtt  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  

SSuummaattrraa..  TThhee  lleeaaddeerr  ooff  tthhee  ppaarrttyy  wwaass  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  SShhaayykkhh  IIssmmāā''īīll::  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ppllaaccee  oonn  

tthhee  iissllaanndd  aatt  wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  ttoouucchheedd,,  aafftteerr  lleeaavviinngg  MMaallaabbaarr,,  wwaass  PPaassuurrii  ((pprroobbaabbllyy  

ssiittuuaatteedd  aa  lliittttllee  wwaayy  ddoowwnn  tthhee  wweesstt  ccooaasstt)),,  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  wwhhiicchh  wweerree  ppeerrssuuaaddeedd  

bbyy  tthheeiirr  pprreeaacchhiinngg  ttoo  eemmbbrraaccee  IIssllaamm..  TThheeyy  tthheenn  pprroocceeeeddeedd  nnoorrtthhwwaarrdd  ttoo  LLaammbbrrii  

aanndd  tthheenn  ccooaasstteedd  rroouunndd  ttoo  tthhee  ootthheerr  ssiiddee  ooff  tthhee  iissllaanndd  aanndd  ssaaiilleedd  aass  ffaarr  ddoowwnn  tthhee  

eeaasstt  ccooaasstt  aass  AArruu,,  nneeaarrllyy  ooppppoossiittee  MMaallaaccccaa,,  aanndd  iinn  bbootthh  ooff  tthheessee  ppllaacceess  tthheeiirr  

eeffffoorrttss  wweerree  ccrroowwnneedd  wwiitthh  aa  lliikkee  ssuucccceessss..  AAtt  AArruu  tthheeyy  mmaaddee  iinnqquuiirriieess  ffoorr  

SSaammuuddrraa,,  aa  cciittyy  oonn  tthhee  nnoorrtthh  ccooaasstt  ooff  tthhee  iissllaanndd,,  wwhhiicchh  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  tthhee  

ssppeecciiaall  oobbjjeecctt  ooff  tthheeiirr  mmiissssiioonn,,  aanndd  ffoouunndd  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  hhaadd  ppaasssseedd  iitt..  AAccccoorrddiinnggllyy  

tthheeyy  rreettrraacceedd  tthheeiirr  ccoouurrssee  ttoo  PPaarrllāākk,,  wwhheerree  MMaarrccoo  PPoolloo  hhaadd  ffoouunndd  aa  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ccoommmmuunniittyy  aa  ffeeww  yyeeaarrss  bbeeffoorree,,  aanndd  hhaavviinngg  ggaaiinneedd  ffrreesshh  ccoonnvveerrttss  

hheerree  aallssoo,,  tthheeyy  wweenntt  oonn  ttoo  SSaammuuddrraa..  TThhiiss  cciittyy  aanndd  tthhee  kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  tthhee  ssaammee  nnaammee  

hhaadd  llaatteellyy  bbeeeenn  ffoouunnddeedd  bbyy  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  MMaarraa  SSiilluu,,  wwhhoo  wwaass  ppeerrssuuaaddeedd  bbyy  SShhaayykkhh  

IIssmmāā''īīll  ttoo  eemmbbrraaccee  IIssllaamm,,  aanndd  ttooookk  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  aall--MMaalliikk  aall--ṢṢ āālliiḥḥ ..  HHee  mmaarrrriieedd  

tthhee  ddaauugghhtteerr  ooff  tthhee  kkiinngg  ooff  PPaarrllāākk,,  bbyy  wwhhoomm  hhee  hhaadd  ttwwoo  ssoonnss,,  aanndd  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  

hhaavvee  aa  pprriinncciippaalliittyy  ttoo  lleeaavvee  ttoo  eeaacchh,,  hhee  ffoouunnddeedd  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  cciittyy  aanndd  

kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  PPaasseeii,,  aallssoo  oonn  tthhee  nnoorrtthh  ccooaasstt..
11
  

  TThhee  kkiinngg,,  aall--MMaalliikk  aall--ẔẔ āāhhiirr,,  wwhhoomm  IIbbnn  BBaattuuttaahh  ffoouunndd  rreeiiggnniinngg  iinn  

SSaammuuddrraa  wwhheenn  hhee  vviissiitteedd  tthhee  iissllaanndd  iinn  11334455,,  wwaass  pprroobbaabbllyy  tthhee  eellddeerr  ooff  tthheessee  ttwwoo  

ssoonnss..  TThhiiss  pprriinnccee  ddiissppllaayyeedd  aallll  tthhee  ssttaattee  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  rrooyyaallttyy,,  aanndd  hhiiss  

ddoommiinniioonnss  eexxtteennddeedd  ffoorr  mmaannyy  ddaayyss''  jjoouurrnneeyy  aalloonngg  tthhee  ccooaasstt;;  hhee  wwaass  aa  zzeeaalloouuss  

aanndd  oorrtthhooddooxx  MMuusslliimm,,  ffoonndd  ooff  hhoollddiinngg  ddiissccuussssiioonnss  wwiitthh  jjuurriissccoonnssuullttss  aanndd  

tthheeoollooggiiaannss,,  aanndd  hhiiss  ccoouurrtt  wwaass  ffrreeqquueenntteedd  bbyy  ppooeettss  aanndd  mmeenn  ooff  lleeaarrnniinngg..  IIbbnn  

BBaaṭṭ ūūṭṭ aahh  ggiivveess  uuss  tthhee  nnaammeess  ooff  ttwwoo  jjuurriissccoonnssuullttss  wwhhoo  hhaadd  ccoommee  tthhiitthheerr  ffrroomm  

PPeerrssiiaa  aanndd  aallssoo  ooff  aa  nnoobbllee  wwhhoo  hhaadd  ggoonnee  oonn  aann  eemmbbaassssyy  ttoo  DDeehhllii  oonn  bbeehhaallff  ooff  tthhee  

kkiinngg——wwhhiicchh  sshhoowwss  tthhaatt  SSuummaattrraa  wwaass  aallrreeaaddyy  iinn  ttoouucchh  wwiitthh  sseevveerraall  ppaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  wwoorrlldd..  AAll--MMaalliikk  aall--  ẔẔ āāhhiirr  wwaass  aallssoo  aa  ggrreeaatt  ggeenneerraall,,  aanndd  mmaaddee  wwaarr  

oonn  tthhee  hheeaatthheenn  ooff  tthhee  ssuurrrroouunnddiinngg  ccoouunnttrryy  uunnttiill  tthheeyy  ssuubbmmiitttteedd  ttoo  hhiiss  rruullee  aanndd  

ppaaiidd  ttrriibbuuttee..
22
  

  IIssllaamm  hhaadd  uunnddoouubbtteeddllyy  bbyy  tthhiiss  ttiimmee  mmaaddee  ggrreeaatt  pprrooggrreessss  iinn  SSuummaattrraa,,  aanndd  

aafftteerr  hhaavviinngg  eessttaabblliisshheedd  iittsseellff  aalloonngg  tthhee  ccooaasstt,,  bbeeggaann  ttoo  mmaakkee  iittss  wwaayy  iinnllaanndd..  TThhee  

mmiissssiioonn  ooff  SShhaayykkhh  IIssmmāā''īīll  aanndd  hhiiss  ppaarrttyy  hhaadd  bboorrnnee  ffrruuiitt  aabbuunnddaannttllyy,,  ffoorr  aa  

CChhiinneessee  ttrraavveelllleerr  wwhhoo  vviissiitteedd  tthhee  iissllaanndd  iinn  11441133,,  ssppeeaakkss  ooff  LLaammbbrrii  aass  hhaavviinngg  aa  

ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  11000000  ffaammiilliieess,,  aallll  ooff  wwhhoomm  wweerree  MMuusslliimmss  ""  aanndd  vveerryy  ggoooodd  

                                                           

11  YYuullee''ss  MMaarrccoo  PPoolloo,,  vvooll..  iiii..  pppp..  229944,,  330033.. 

22  IIbbnn  BBaaṭṭ ūūṭṭ aahh,,  ttoommee  iivv..  pppp..  223300--66.. 
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ppeeooppllee,,""  wwhhiillee  tthhee  kkiinngg  aanndd  ppeeooppllee  ooff  tthhee  kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  AArruu  wweerree  aallll  ooff  tthhee  ssaammee  

ffaaiitthh..
11
  IItt  wwaass  eeiitthheerr  aabboouutt  tthhee  cclloossee  ooff  tthhee  ssaammee  cceennttuurryy  oorr  iinn  tthhee  ffiifftteeeenntthh  

cceennttuurryy,,  tthhaatt  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett  ffoouunndd  aaddhheerreennttss  iinn  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  

MMeennaannggkkaabbaauu,,  wwhhoossee  tteerrrriittoorryy  aatt  oonnee  ttiimmee  eexxtteennddeedd  ffrroomm  oonnee  sshhoorree  ttoo  aannootthheerr,,  

aanndd  oovveerr  aa  ggrreeaatt  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  iissllaanndd,,  nnoorrtthh  aanndd  ssoouutthh  ooff  tthhee  eeqquuaattoorr..
22
  TThhoouugghh  iittss  

ppoowweerr  hhaadd  bbyy  tthhiiss  ttiimmee  mmuucchh  ddeecclliinneedd,,  ssttiillll  aass  aann  aanncciieenntt  ssttrroonngghhoolldd  ooff  

HHiinndduuiissmm  iitt  pprreesseenntteedd  ggrreeaatt  oobbssttaacclleess  iinn  tthhee  wwaayy  ooff  tthhee  pprrooggrreessss  ooff  tthhee  nneeww  

rreelliiggiioonn..  DDeessppiittee  tthhiiss  ffaacctt,,  IIssllaamm  eevveennttuuaallllyy  ttooookk  ffiirrmmeerr  rroooott  aammoonngg  tthhee  ssuubbjjeeccttss  

ooff  tthhiiss  kkiinnggddoomm  tthhaann  aammoonngg  tthhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  tthhee  iinntteerriioorr  ooff  tthhee  

iissllaanndd..
33  

IItt  iiss  vveerryy  rreemmaarrkkaabbllee  tthhaatt  tthhiiss,,  tthhee  mmoosstt  cceennttrraall  ppeeooppllee  ooff  tthhee  iissllaanndd,,  

sshhoouulldd  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  mmoorree  tthhoorroouugghhllyy  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  tthhaann  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  ssoo  mmaannyy  

ootthheerr  ddiissttrriiccttss  tthhaatt  wweerree  mmoorree  aacccceessssiibbllee  ttoo  ffoorreeiiggnn  iinnfflluueenncceess..  TToo  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  

ddaayy  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  tthhee  BBaattaakk  ccoouunnttrryy  aarree  ssttiillll,,  ffoorr  tthhee  mmoosstt  ppaarrtt,,  hheeaatthheenn;;  bbuutt  

IIssllaamm  hhaass  ggaaiinneedd  aa  ffoooottiinngg  aammoonngg  tthheemm,,  ee..  gg..  ssoommee  lliivviinngg  oonn  tthhee  bboorrddeerrss  ooff  

AAttjjeehh  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ccoonnvveerrtteedd,,  bbyy  tthheeiirr  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  nneeiigghhbboouurrss,,
44
  ootthheerrss  ddwweelllliinngg  

iinn  tthhee  mmoouunnttaaiinnss  ooff  tthhee  RRaauu  ccoouunnttrryy  oonn  tthhee  eeqquuaattoorr  hhaavvee  lliikkeewwiissee  bbeeccoommee  

MMuussaallmmaannss;;
55
  oonn  tthhee  eeaasstt  ccooaasstt  aallssoo  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss  ooff  BBaattaakkss,,  wwhhoo  ccoommee  mmuucchh  iinn  

ccoonnttaacctt  wwiitthh  MMaallaayyss,,  aarree  nnoott  uunnccoommmmoonn..
66
  

  TThhee  ffaannaattiiccaall  PPaaddrriiss  ((pp..  337722))  mmaaddee  ssttrreennuuoouuss  eeffffoorrttss,,  iinn  vvaaiinn,,  ttoo  ffoorrccee  

IIssllaamm  uuppoonn  tthhee  BBaattaakkss  aatt  tthhee  ppooiinntt  ooff  tthhee  sswwoorrdd,,  llaayyiinngg  wwaassttee  tthheeiirr  ccoouunnttrryy  aanndd  

ppuuttttiinngg  mmaannyy  ttoo  ddeeaatthh;;  bbuutt  tthheessee  vviioolleenntt  mmeetthhooddss  ddiidd  nnoott  wwiinn  ccoonnvveerrttss..  WWhheenn,,  

hhoowweevveerr,,  tthhee  DDuuttcchh  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ssuupppprreesssseedd  tthhee  PPaaddrrii  rriissiinngg  aanndd  aannnneexxeedd  tthhee  

ssoouutthheerrnn  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  BBaattaakk  ccoouunnttrryy,,  IIssllaamm  bbeeggaann  ttoo  sspprreeaadd  bbyy  ppeeaacceeffuull  mmeeaannss,,  

cchhiieeffllyy  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  zzeeaalloouuss  eeffffoorrttss  ooff  tthhee  nnaattiivvee  ssuubboorrddiinnaattee  ooffffiicciiaallss  ooff  tthhee  nneeww  

rr??ggiimmee,,  wwhhoo  wweerree  aallll  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  MMaallaayyss,,
77
  bbuutt  aallssoo  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  

tthhee  ttrraaddeerrss  wwhhoo  wwaannddeerreedd  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  wwhhoossee  pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  aaccttiivviittyy  wwaass  

ffoolllloowweedd  uupp  bbyy  tthhee  ḥḥ āājjīīss  aanndd  ootthheerr  rreeccooggnniisseedd  tteeaacchheerrss  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh..  IItt  iiss  aa  

rreemmaarrkkaabbllee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  tthhee  BBaattaakkss,,  wwhhoo  ffoorr  cceennttuurriieess  hhaadd  ooffffeerreedd  aa  ppeerrttiinnaacciioouuss  

rreessiissttaannccee  ttoo  tthhee  eennttrraannccee  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinnttoo  tthheeiirr  mmiiddsstt,,  tthhoouugghh  tthheeyy  wweerree  hheemmmmeedd  iinn  

bbeettwweeeenn  ttwwoo  ffaannaattiiccaall  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ppooppuullaattiioonnss,,  tthhee  AAcchhiinneessee  oonn  tthhee  nnoorrtthh  aanndd  

tthhee  MMaallaayyss  oonn  tthhee  ssoouutthh,,  hhaavvee  iinn  rreecceenntt  yyeeaarrss  rreessppoonnddeedd  wwiitthh  eenntthhuussiiaassmm  ttoo  tthhee  

ppeeaacceeffuull  eeffffoorrttss  mmaaddee  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn..  AAnn  eexxppllaannaattiioonn  wwoouulldd  aappppeeaarr  ttoo  bbee  

ffoouunndd  iinn  tthhee  bbrreeaakkiinngg  ddoowwnn  ooff  tthheeiirr  eexxcclluussiivvee  nnaattiioonnaall  cchhaarraacctteerriissttiiccss  tthhrroouugghh  

tthhee  DDuuttcchh  ooccccuuppaattiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  ccoonnqquueesstt  ooppeenniinngg  uupp  tthheeiirr  ccoouunnttrryy  ttoo  ffoorreeiiggnn  

iinnfflluueenncceess,,  wwhhiicchh  iimmpplliieedd  tthhee  ccoommmmeenncceemmeenntt  ooff  aa  nneeww  eerraa  iinn  tthheeiirr  ccuullttuurraall  

                                                           

11  GGrrooeenneevveellddtt,,  pp..  9944.. 

22  AAtt  tthhee  hheeiigghhtt  ooff  iittss  ppoowweerr,,  iitt  ssttrreettcchheedd  ffrroomm  22°°  NN..  ttoo  22°°  SS..  oonn  tthhee  wweesstt  ccooaasstt,,  aanndd  ffrroomm  11°°  NN..  ttoo  22°°  SS..  oonn  tthhee  eeaasstt  

ccooaasstt,,  bbuutt  iinn  tthhee  ssiixxtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  iitt  hhaadd  lloosstt  iittss  ccoonnttrrooll  oovveerr  tthhee  eeaasstt  ccooaasstt..  ((DDee  HHoollllaannddeerr,,  vvooll..  ii..  pp..  33..))  

33  MMaarrssddeenn,,  pp..  334433..  

44  JJ..  HH..  MMoooorr..        ((AAppppeennddiixx,,  pp..  II..))  

55  MMaarrssddeenn,,  pp..  335555..  

66  GGooddssddiieennssttiiggee  vveerrsscchhiijjnnsseelleenn  eenn  ttooeessttaannddeenn  iinn  OOoosstt--IInnddiiee..  ((UUiitt  ddee  KKoolloonniiaallee  VVeerrssllaaggeenn  vvaann  11888866  eenn  11888877..))  

MMeedd..  NNeedd..  ZZeennddeelliinnggggeenn,,  vvooll..  xxxxxxiiii..  pppp..  117755--66..  ((11888888..))  IInn  11990099,,  oouutt  ooff  aa  ttoottaall  ooff  550000,,000000  BBaattaakkss,,  330000,,000000  wweerree  

ssttiillll  ppaaggaann,,  bbuutt  112255,,000000  wweerree  MMuusslliimm  aanndd  8800,,000000  CChhrriissttiiaann..  ((RR..  dduu  MM..  MM..,,  vvooll..  vviiiiii..  pp..  118833..))  

77  JJ..  WWaarrnneecckk  ::  DDiiee  RReelliiggiioonn  ddeerr  BBaattaakk,,  pp..  112222..        ((LLeeiippzziigg,,  11990099..)) 
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ddeevveellooppmmeenntt,,  aass  wweellll  aass  iinn  tthhee  sskkiillffuull  pprroocceedduurree  ooff  tthhee  eexxppoonneennttss  ooff  tthhee  nneeww  

ffaaiitthh,,  wwhhoo  kknneeww  hhooww  ttoo  aaccccoommmmooddaattee  tthheeiirr  tteeaacchhiinnggss  ttoo  tthhee  eexxiissttiinngg  bbeelliieeffss  ooff  

tthhee  BBaattaakkss  aanndd  tthheeiirr  ddeeeepp--rrooootteedd  ssuuppeerrssttiittiioonnss..
11
  AA  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  iimmppuullssee  sseeeemmss  ttoo  

hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ggiivveenn  ttoo  MMuusslliimm  pprrooppaaggaannddaa  bbyy  tthhee  eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  

mmiissssiioonnss  aammoonngg  tthhee  BBaattaakkss  iinn  11889977,,  aanndd  tthheeyy  aappppeeaarr  eevveenn  ttoo  hhaavvee  ppaavveedd  tthhee  wwaayy  

ffoorr  iittss  ssuucccceessss..  TTwwoo  BBaattaakk  vviillllaaggeess,,  tthhee  eennttiirree  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  wwhhiicchh  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  

bbaappttiisseedd,,  aarree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  ggoonnee  oovveerr  iinn  aa  bbooddyy  ttoo  IIssllaamm  sshhoorrttllyy  aafftteerrwwaarrddss..
22
  

  IInn  CCeennttrraall  SSuummaattrraa  tthheerree  iiss  ssttiillll  aa  llaarrggee  hheeaatthheenn  ppooppuullaattiioonn,,  tthhoouugghh  tthhee  

mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  aarree  MMuusslliimmss;;  bbuutt  tthheessee  llaatttteerr  aarree  vveerryy  iiggnnoorraanntt  ooff  

tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn,,  wwiitthh  tthhee  eexxcceeppttiioonn  ooff  aa  ffeeww  ḥḥ āājjīīss  aanndd  rreelliiggiioouuss  tteeaacchheerrss  ::  eevveenn  

aammoonngg  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  KKoorriinnttjjii,,  wwhhoo  aarree  ffoorr  tthhee  mmoosstt  ppaarrtt  zzeeaalloouuss  aaddhheerreennttss  ooff  tthhee  

ffaaiitthh,,  tthheerree  aarree  cceerrttaaiinn  sseeccttiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  wwhhoo  ssttiillll  wwoorrsshhiipp  tthhee  ggooddss  ooff  

tthheeiirr  ppaaggaann  aanncceessttoorrss..
33
  EEffffoorrttss  aarree,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  bbeeiinngg  mmaaddee  ttoowwaarrddss  aa  rreelliiggiioouuss  

rreevviivvaall,,  aanndd  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  aarree  mmaakkiinngg  ffrreesshh  ccoonnqquueessttss  ffrroomm  aammoonngg  

tthhee  hheeaatthheenn,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  aalloonngg  tthhee  wweesstt  ccooaasstt..
44
  IInn  tthhee  ddiissttrriicctt  ooff  SSiippiirrookk  aa  rreelliiggiioouuss  

rreelliiggiioouuss  tteeaacchheerr  aattttaacchheedd  ttoo  tthhee  mmoossqquuee  iinn  tthhee  ttoowwnn  ooff  tthhee  ssaammee  nnaammee,,  iinn  aa  

qquuaarrtteerr  ooff  aa  cceennttuurryy,,  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  tthhiiss  ddiissttrriicctt  ttoo  IIssllaamm,,  

wwiitthh  tthhee  eexxcceeppttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  wwhhoo  wweerree  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  tthheerree,,  mmoossttllyy  

ddeesscceennddaannttss  ooff  ffoorrmmeerr  ssllaavveess,,
55
  aanndd  aa  llaatteerr  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  mmoovveemmeenntt  iinn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  

ddeeccaaddee  ooff  tthhee  ttwweennttiieetthh  cceennttuurryy  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  iinn  wwiinnnniinngg  oovveerr  ttoo  IIssllaamm  mmaannyy  ooff  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaannss  ooff  tthhiiss  ddiissttrriicctt,,  eevveenn  ssoommee  lliivviinngg  iinn  tthhee  cceennttrree  ooff  tthhee  sspphheerree  ooff  

iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  mmiissssiioonn..
66
  

  IIssllaamm  iiss  ttrraaddiittiioonnaallllyy  rreepprreesseenntteedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  iinnttrroodduucceedd  iinnttoo  PPaalleemmbbaanngg  

aabboouutt  11444400  bbyy  RRaaddeenn  RRaaḥḥ mmaatt,,  ooff  wwhhoossee  pprrooppaaggaannddiisstt  aaccttiivviittyy  aann  aaccccoouunntt  wwiillll  

bbee  ggiivveenn  bbeellooww  ((pp..  338811))..  BBuutt  HHiinndduu  iinnfflluueenncceess  aappppeeaarr  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ffiirrmmllyy  rrooootteedd  

hheerree,,  aanndd  tthhee  pprrooggrreessss  ooff  tthhee  nneeww  ffaaiitthh  wwaass  ssllooww..  EEvveenn  uupp  ttoo  tthhee  nniinneetteeeenntthh  

cceennttuurryy  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  ooff  PPaalleemmbbaanngg  wweerree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  kknnooww  lliittttllee  ooff  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  

eexxcceepptt  tthhee  eexxtteerrnnaall  oobbsseerrvvaanncceess  ooff  iitt,,  wwiitthh  tthhee  eexxcceeppttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  tthhee  

ccaappiittaall  wwhhoo  ccoommee  iinnttoo  ddaaiillyy  ccoonnttaacctt  wwiitthh  AArraabbss;;
77
  bbuutt  iinn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ddeeccaaddee  ooff  tthhee  

ttwweennttiieetthh  cceennttuurryy  tthheerree  wwoouulldd  aappppeeaarr  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aa  rreevviivvaall  ooff  tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  lliiffee  

aanndd  aa  ggrroowwiinngg  pprrooppaaggaannddaa,,  aass  tthhee  CCoolloonniiaall  RReeppoorrttss  ooff  tthhee  DDuuttcchh  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  

ddrraaww  aatttteennttiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  ccoonnttiinnuuaall  sspprreeaadd  ooff  IIssllaamm  aammoonngg  tthhee  hheeaatthheenn  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  

vvaarriioouuss  ddiissttrriiccttss  ooff  PPaalleemmbbaanngg..
88
  

  IItt  wwaass  ffrroomm  JJaavvaa  tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  wwaass  ffiirrsstt  bbrroouugghhtt  iinnttoo  tthhee  LLaammppoonngg  ddiissttrriiccttss  

wwhhiicchh  ffoorrmm  tthhee  ssoouutthheerrnn  eexxttrreemmiittyy  ooff  SSuummaattrraa,,  bbyy  aa  cchhiieeffttaaiinn  ooff  tthheessee  ddiissttrriiccttss,,  

nnaammeedd  MMiinnaakk  KKaammaallaa  BBuummii..  AAbboouutt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  ffiifftteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  hhee  ccrroosssseedd  

                                                           

11  GG..  RR..  SSiimmoonn  ::  DDiiee  PPrrooppaaggaannddaa  ddeess  HHaallbbrrnnoonnddeess..  EEiinn  BBeeiittrraagg  zzuurr..  SSkkiizzzziieerruunngg  ddeess  IIssllaamm  uunntteerr  ddeenn  BBaattaakkkkeenn,,  

pppp..  442255,,  442299--443300..  ((AAllllggeemmeeiinnee..  jj  MMiissssiioonnss--ZZeeiittsscchhrriifftt,,  vvooll..  xxxxvviiii..  11990000..))  

22  RR..  dduu  MM..  MM..,,  vvooll..  vviiiiii..  ((11990099)),,  pp..  118833..  

33  AA..  LL..  vvaann  HHaassssaalltt,,  pppp..  5555,,  6688..  

44  MMeedd..  NNeedd..  ZZeennddeelliinnggggeenn,,  iidd..  pp..    117733..        ((KKoolloonniiaaaall  VVeerrssllaagg  vvaann    11991111,,  pp..  2266;;    11991122,,  pp..  1177..))  

55  UUiitt  hheett  KKoolloonniiaaaall  VVeerrssllaagg  vvaann  11888899..  ((MMeedd..  NNeedd..  ZZeennddeelliinnggggeenn,,  vvooll..  xxxxxxiivv..  pp..  116688..))  ((11889900..)) 

66  KKoolloonniiaaaall  VVeerrssllaagg  vvaann  11991100..  pp..  3300..  

77  DDee  HHoollllaannddeerr,,  vvooll..  ii..  pp..  770033..  

88  KKoolloonniiaaaall  VVeerrssllaagg  vvaann  11990044,,  pp..  8800;;  11990055,,  pp..  4466;;  11990099,,  pp,,  4477;;  11991100,,  pp..  3333;;  11991111,,  pp..  2299;;  11991122,,  pp..  2211..  
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oovveerr  tthhee  SSttrraaiitt  ooff  SSuunnddaa  ttoo  tthhee  kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  BBaannttaamm  oonn  tthhee  wweesstt  ccooaasstt  ooff  JJaavvaa,,  

wwhhiicchh  hhaadd  aacccceepptteedd  tthhee  tteeaacchhiinnggss  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  aa  ffeeww  yyeeaarrss  bbeeffoorree  

tthhee  ddaattee  ooff  hhiiss  vviissiitt;;  hheerree  hhee,,  ttoooo,,  eemmbbrraacceedd  IIssllaamm,,  aanndd  aafftteerr  mmaakkiinngg  tthhee  

ppiillggrriimmaaggee  ttoo  MMeeccccaa,,  sspprreeaadd  tthhee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  hhiiss  nneewwllyy  aaddoopptteedd  ffaaiitthh  aammoonngg  

hhiiss  ffeellllooww--ccoouunnttrryymmeenn..
11  

TThhiiss  rreelliiggiioonn  hhaass  mmaaddee  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  pprrooggrreessss  aammoonngg  tthhee  

LLaammppoonnggss,,  aanndd  mmoosstt  ooff  tthhee  vviillllaaggeess  hhaavvee  mmoossqquueess  iinn  tthheemm,,  bbuutt  tthhee  oolldd  

ssuuppeerrssttiittiioonnss  ssttiillll  lliinnggeerr  oonn  iinn  ppaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  iinntteerriioorr..
22
  

  IInn  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  nniinneetteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  aa  rreelliiggiioouuss  rreevviivvaall  wwaass  sseett  oonn  

ffoooott  iinn  SSuummaattrraa,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  nnoott  wwiitthhoouutt  iittss  iinnfflluueennccee  iinn  pprroommoottiinngg  tthhee  ffuurrtthheerr  

pprrooppaaggaattiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm..  IInn  11880033  tthhrreeee  SSuummaattrraann  ḥḥ āājjīīss  rreettuurrnneedd  ffrroomm  MMeeccccaa  ttoo  

tthheeiirr  nnaattiivvee  ccoouunnttrryy  ::  dduurriinngg  tthheeiirr  ssttaayy  iinn  tthhee  hhoollyy  cciittyy  tthheeyy  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  pprrooffoouunnddllyy  

iinnfflluueenncceedd  bbyy  tthhee  WWaahhhhāābbīī  mmoovveemmeenntt  ffoorr  tthhee  rreeffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  aanndd  wweerree  

nnooww  eeaaggeerr  ttoo  iinnttrroodduuccee  tthhee  ssaammee  rreeffoorrmmss  aammoonngg  tthheeiirr  ffeellllooww--ccoouunnttrryymmeenn  aanndd  ttoo  

ssttiirr  uupp  iinn  tthheemm  aa  ppuurreerr  aanndd  mmoorree  zzeeaalloouuss  rreelliiggiioouuss  lliiffee..  AAccccoorrddiinnggllyy  tthheeyy  bbeeggaann  

ttoo  pprreeaacchh  tthhee  ssttrriicctt  mmoonnootthheeiissmm  ooff  tthhee  WWaahhhhāābbīī  sseecctt,,  ffoorrbbaaddee  pprraayyeerrss  ttoo  ssaaiinnttss,,  

ddrriinnkkiinngg  aanndd  ggaammbblliinngg  aanndd  aallll  ootthheerr  pprraaccttiicceess  ccoonnttrraarryy  ttoo  tthhee  llaaww  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann..  

TThheeyy  mmaaddee  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  pprroosseellyytteess  bbootthh  ffrroomm  aammoonngg  tthheeiirr  ccoo--rreelliiggiioonniissttss  aanndd  tthhee  

hheeaatthheenn  ppooppuullaattiioonn..  TThheeyy  llaatteerr  ddeeccllaarreedd  aa  JJiihhāādd  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  BBaattaakkss,,  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  

hhaannddss  ooff  uunnssccrruuppuulloouuss  aanndd  aammbbiittiioouuss  mmeenn  tthhee  mmoovveemmeenntt  lloosstt  iittss  oorriiggiinnaall  

cchhaarraacctteerr  aanndd  ddeeggeenneerraatteedd  iinnttoo  aa  ssaavvaaggee  aanndd  bbllooooddyy  wwaarr  ooff  ccoonnqquueesstt..  IInn  11882211  

tthheessee  ssoo--ccaalllleedd  PPaaddrriiss  ccaammee  iinnttoo  ccoonnfflliicctt  wwiitthh  tthhee  DDuuttcchh  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  aanndd  iitt  wwaass  

nnoott  uunnttiill  11883388  tthhaatt  tthheeiirr  llaasstt  ssttrroonngghhoolldd  wwaass  ttaakkeenn  aanndd  tthheeiirr  ppoowweerr  bbrrookkeenn..
33
  

  AAllll  tthhee  cciivviilliisseedd  MMaallaayyss  ooff  tthhee  MMaallaayy  PPeenniinnssuullaa  ttrraaccee  tthheeiirr  oorriiggiinn  ttoo  

mmiiggrraattiioonnss  ffrroomm  SSuummaattrraa,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  ffrroomm  MMeennaannggkkaabbaauu,,  tthhee  ffaammoouuss  kkiinnggddoomm  

mmeennttiioonneedd  aabboovvee,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ssaaiidd  aatt  oonnee  ttiimmee  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  tthhee  mmoosstt  ppoowweerrffuull  oonn  

tthhee  iissllaanndd;;  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  cchhiieeffss  ooff  tthhee  iinntteerriioorr  ssttaatteess  ooff  tthhee  ssoouutthheerrnn  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  

MMaallaayy  PPeenniinnssuullaa  ssttiillll  rreecceeiivvee  tthheeiirr  iinnvveessttiittuurree  ffrroomm  tthhiiss  ppllaaccee..  AAtt  wwhhaatt  ppeerriioodd  

tthheessee  ccoolloonniieess  ffrroomm  tthhee  hheeaarrtt  ooff  SSuummaattrraa  sseettttlleedd  iinn  tthhee  iinntteerriioorr  ooff  tthhee  PPeenniinnssuullaa,,  

iiss  mmaatttteerr  ooff  ccoonnjjeeccttuurree,,  bbuutt  SSiinnggaappoorree  aanndd  tthhee  ssoouutthheerrnn  eexxttrreemmiittyy  ooff  tthhee  

PPeenniinnssuullaa  sseeeemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  rreecceeiivveedd  aa  ccoolloonnyy  iinn  tthhee  mmiiddddllee  ooff  tthhee  ttwweellfftthh  cceennttuurryy,,  

bbyy  tthhee  ddeesscceennddaannttss  ooff  wwhhiicchh  MMaallaaccccaa  wwaass  ffoouunnddeedd  aabboouutt  aa  cceennttuurryy  llaatteerr..
44  

FFrroomm  

iittss  aaddvvaannttaaggeeoouuss  ssiittuuaattiioonn,,  iinn  tthhee  hhiigghhwwaayy  ooff  eeaasstteerrnn  ccoommmmeerrccee  iitt  ssoooonn  bbeeccaammee  aa  

llaarrggee  aanndd  fflloouurriisshhiinngg  cciittyy,,  aanndd  tthheerree  iiss  lliittttllee  ddoouubbtt  bbuutt  tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  wwaass  iinnttrroodduucceedd  

bbyy  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  mmeerrcchhaannttss  wwhhoo  sseettttlleedd  hheerree..
55
  TThhee  MMaallaayy  cchhrroonniiccllee  ooff  

MMaallaaccccaa  aassssiiggnnss  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhiiss  kkiinnggddoomm  ttoo  tthhee  rreeiiggnn  ooff  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  SSuullṭṭ āānn  

MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  SShhāāhh  wwhhoo  ccaammee  ttoo  tthhee  tthhrroonnee  iinn  11227766..  HHee  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  

rreeiiggnniinngg  ssoommee  yyeeaarrss  bbeeffoorree  aa  sshhiipp  ccoommmmaannddeedd  bbyy  SSīīddīī  ''AAbbdd  aall--''AAzzīīzz  ccaammee  ttoo  

                                                           

11  CCaannnnee,,  pp..  551100.. 

22  MMaarrssddeenn,,  pp..  330011.. 

33  NNiieemmaannnn,,  pppp..  335566--99..  

44  JJ..  HH--  MMoooorr,,  pp..  225555..  

55  ""  DDeeppooiiss  qquuee  eesstteess  ddee  iinndduuzziiddooss  ppoorr  ooss  MMoouurrooss  PPaarrsseeooss,,  ee  GGuuzzaarraatteess  ((qquuee  aalliiii  vviieerraamm  rreessiiddiirr  ppoorr  ccaauussaa  ddoo  

ccoommmmeerrcciioo)),,  ddee  GGeennttiiooss  ooss  ccoonnvveerrtt??rraamm  ??  sseeccttaa  ddee  MMaahhaammeedd..  DDaa  qquuaall  ccoonnvveerrss??oo  ppoorr  aallllii  ccoonnccoorrrreerreemm  vvaarriiaass  

nnaa????eess,,  ccoommee??oouu  llaauurraarr  eessttaa  iinnffeerrnnaa  ppeessttee  ppeellaa  vviirrzziinnhhaann??aa  ddee  MMaallaaccaa..""  ((DDee  BBaarrrrooss,,  DDeecc..  iiii..  LLiivv..  vvii..  ccaapp..  ii..  pp..  1155..))  



 278 

MMaallaaccccaa  ffrroomm  JJiiddddaahh,,  aanndd  tthhee  kkiinngg  wwaass  ppeerrssuuaaddeedd  bbyy  tthhee  nneeww--ccoommeerrss  ttoo  cchhaannggee  

hhiiss  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  ttoo  ggiivvee  uupp  hhiiss  MMaallaayy  nnaammee  ffoorr  oonnee  ccoonnttaaiinniinngg  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  tthhee  

PPrroopphheett..
11  

BBuutt  tthhee  ggeenneerraall  cchhaarraacctteerr  ooff  tthhiiss  ddooccuummeenntt  mmaakkeess  iittss  ttrruussttwwoorrtthhiinneessss  

eexxcceeeeddiinnggllyy  ddoouubbttffuull,,
22
  iinn  ssppiittee  ooff  tthhee  lliikkeelliihhoooodd  tthhaatt  tthhee  ddaattee  ooff  ssoo  iimmppoorrttaanntt  aann  

eevveenntt  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  eexxaaccttllyy  nnootteedd  ((aass  wwaass  ddoonnee  iinn  mmaannyy  ppaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  

AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo))  bbyy  aa  ppeeooppllee  wwhhoo,,  pprroouudd  ooff  tthhee  eevveenntt,,  wwoouulldd  llooookk  uuppoonn  iitt  aass  

ooppeenniinngg  aa  nneeww  eeppoocchh  iinn  tthheeiirr  hhiissttoorryy..  AA  PPoorrttuugguueessee  hhiissttoorriiaann  ggiivveess  aa  mmuucchh  llaatteerr  

ddaattee,,  nnaammeellyy  11338844,,  iinn  wwhhiicchh  yyeeaarr,,  hhee  ssaayyss,,  aa  QQāāddīī  ccaammee  ffrroomm  AArraabbiiaa  aanndd  hhaavviinngg  

ccoonnvveerrtteedd  tthhee  kkiinngg,,  ggaavvee  hhiimm  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  aafftteerr  tthhee  PPrroopphheett,,  aaddddiinngg  

SShhaahh  ttoo  iitt..
33
  

  IInn  tthhee  aannnnaallss  ooff  QQuueeddaa,,  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  nnoorrtthheerrnnmmoosstt  ooff  tthhee  ssttaatteess  ooff  tthhee  MMaallaayy  

PPeenniinnssuullaa,,  wwee  hhaavvee  aa  ccuurriioouuss  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  tthhee  iinnttrroodduuccttiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinnttoo  tthhiiss  

kkiinnggddoomm,,  aabboouutt  AA..DD..  11550011,,
44
  wwhhiicchh  ((ddiivveesstteedd  ooff  cceerrttaaiinn  mmiirraaccuulloouuss  iinncciiddeennttss))  iiss  

aass  ffoolllloowwss  ::  AA  lleeaarrnneedd  AArraabb,,  bbyy  nnaammee  SShhaayykkhh  ''AAbbdd  AAllllāāhh,,  hhaavviinngg  ccoommee  ttoo  

QQuueeddaa,,  vviissiitteedd  tthhee  RRaajjaa  aanndd  iinnqquuiirreedd  wwhhaatt  wwaass  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy..  ""  MMyy  

rreelliiggiioonn,,""  rreepplliieedd  tthhee  RRaajjaa,,  ""  aanndd  tthhaatt  ooff  aallll  mmyy  ssuubbjjeeccttss  iiss  tthhaatt  wwhhiicchh  hhaass  bbeeeenn  

hhaannddeedd  ddoowwnn  ttoo  uuss  bbyy  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  oolldd..  WWee  aallll  wwoorrsshhiipp  iiddoollss..""  ""  TThheenn  hhaass  yyoouurr  

hhiigghhnneessss  nneevveerr  hheeaarrdd  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  aanndd  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''āānn  wwhhiicchh  ddeesscceennddeedd  ffrroomm  GGoodd  ttoo  

MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd,,  aanndd  hhaass  ssuuppeerrsseeddeedd  aallll  ootthheerr  rreelliiggiioonnss,,  lleeaavviinngg  tthheemm  iinn  tthhee  

ppoosssseessssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ddeevviill  ??  ""  ""II  pprraayy  yyoouu  tthheenn,,  iiff  tthhiiss  bbee  ttrruuee,,  ssaaiidd  tthhee  RRaajjaa,,  ""  ttoo  

iinnssttrruucctt  aanndd  eennlliigghhtteenn  uuss  iinn  tthhiiss  nneeww  ffaaiitthh..""  IInn  aa  ttrraannssppoorrtt  ooff  hhoollyy  ffeerrvvoouurr  aatt  tthhiiss  

rreeqquueesstt,,  SShhaayykkhh  ''AAbbdd  AAllllāāhh  eemmbbrraacceedd  tthhee  RRaajjaa  aanndd  tthheenn  iinnssttrruucctteedd  hhiimm  iinn  tthhee  

ccrreeeedd..  PPeerrssuuaaddeedd  bbyy  hhiiss  tteeaacchhiinngg,,  tthhee  RRaajjaa  sseenntt  ffoorr  aallll  hhiiss  jjaarrss  ooff  ssppiirriittss  ((ttoo  wwhhiicchh  

hhee  wwaass  mmuucchh  aaddddiicctteedd)),,  aanndd  wwiitthh  hhiiss  oowwnn  hhaannddss  eemmppttiieedd  tthheemm  oonn  tthhee  ggrroouunndd..  

AAfftteerr  tthhiiss  hhee  hhaadd  aallll  tthhee  iiddoollss  ooff  tthhee  ppaallaaccee  bbrroouugghhtt  oouutt;;  tthhee  iiddoollss  ooff  ggoolldd,,  aanndd  

ssiillvveerr,,  aanndd  ccllaayy,,  aanndd  wwoooodd  wweerree  aallll  hheeaappeedd  uupp  iinn  hhiiss  pprreesseennccee,,  aanndd  wweerree  aallll  

bbrrookkeenn  aanndd  ccuutt  ttoo  ppiieecceess  bbyy  SShhaayykkhh  ''AAbbdd  AAllllāāhh  wwiitthh  hhiiss  sswwoorrdd  aanndd  wwiitthh  aann  aaxxee,,  

aanndd  tthhee  ffrraaggmmeennttss  ccoonnssuummeedd  iinn  tthhee  ffiirree..  TThhee  SShhaayykkhh  aasskkeedd  tthhee  RRaajjaa  ttoo  aasssseemmbbllee  

aallll  hhiiss  wwoommeenn  ooff  tthhee  ffoorrtt  aanndd  ppaallaaccee..  WWhheenn  tthheeyy  hhaadd  aallll  ccoommee  iinnttoo  tthhee  pprreesseennccee  

ooff  tthhee  RRaajjaa  aanndd  tthhee  SShhaayykkhh,,  tthheeyy  wweerree  iinniittiiaatteedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  IIssllaamm..  TThhee  

SShhaayykkhh  wwaass  mmiilldd  aanndd  ccoouurrtteeoouuss  iinn  hhiiss  ddeemmeeaannoouurr,,  ppeerrssuuaassiivvee  aanndd  ssoofftt  iinn  hhiiss  

llaanngguuaaggee,,  ssoo  tthhaatt  hhee  ggaaiinneedd  tthhee  hheeaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  iinnmmaatteess  ooff  tthhee  ppaallaaccee..  TThhee  RRaajjaa  

ssoooonn  aafftteerr  sseenntt  ffoorr  hhiiss  ffoouurr  aaggeedd  mmiinniisstteerrss,,  wwhhoo,,  oonn  eenntteerriinngg  tthhee  hhaallll,,  wweerree  

ssuurrpprriisseedd  aatt  sseeeeiinngg  aa  SShhaayykkhh  sseeaatteedd  nneeaarr  tthhee  RRaajjaa..  TThhee  RRaajjaa  eexxppllaaiinneedd  ttoo  tthheemm  

tthhee  oobbjjeecctt  ooff  tthhee  SShhaayykkhh''ss  ccoommiinngg;;  wwhheerreeuuppoonn  tthhee  ffoouurr  cchhiieeffss  eexxpprreesssseedd  tthheeiirr  

rreeaaddiinneessss  ttoo  ffoollllooww  tthhee  eexxaammppllee  ooff  hhiiss  hhiigghhnneessss,,  ssaayyiinngg,,  ""  WWee  hhooppee  tthhaatt  SShhaayykkhh  

''AAbbdd  AAllllāāhh  wwiillll  iinnssttrruucctt  uuss  aallssoo..""  TThhee  llaatttteerr  hheeaarriinngg  tthheessee  wwoorrddss,,  eemmbbrraacceedd  tthhee  

ffoouurr  mmiinniisstteerrss  aanndd  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  hhee  hhooppeedd  tthhaatt,,  ttoo  pprroovvee  tthheeiirr  ssiinncceerriittyy,,  tthheeyy  wwoouulldd  

                                                           

11  AArriissttiiddee  MMaarrrree  ::  MMaallaakkaa..  HHiissttooiirree  ddeess  rrooiiss  mmaallaayyss  ddee  MMaallaakkaa..  TTrraadduuiitt  eett  eexxttrraaiitt  dduu  LLiivvrree  ddeess  AAnnnnaalleess  mmaallaayysseess,,  

iinnttiittuullee  eenn  aarraabbee  SSeellaalleett  aall))  SSeellaattyynn,,  pp..  88..  ((PPaarriiss,,  11887744..))  

22  CCrraawwffuurrdd  ((II))..  pppp..  224411--22..  

33  DDee  BBaarrrrooss,,  DDeecc..  iivv..  LLiivv..  iiii..  ccaapp..  II..  

44  BBaarrbboossaa,,  wwrriittiinngg  iinn  11551166,,  ssppeeaakkss  ooff  tthhee  nnuummeerroouuss  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ..mmeerrcchhaannttss  tthhaatt  ffrreeqquueenntteedd  tthhee  ppoorrtt  ooff  QQuueeddaa..  

((RRaammuussiioo,,  ttoomm..  ii..  pp..  331177..))  
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sseenndd  ffoorr  aallll  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  ccoommee  ttoo  tthhee  aauuddiieennccee  hhaallll,,  bbrriinnggiinngg  wwiitthh  tthheemm  aallll  tthhee  

iiddoollss  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  wweerree  wwoonntt  ttoo  wwoorrsshhiipp  aanndd  tthhee  iiddoollss  tthhaatt  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  hhaannddeedd  ddoowwnn  

bbyy  tthhee  mmeenn  ooff  ffoorrmmeerr  ddaayyss..  TThhee  rreeqquueesstt  wwaass  ccoommpplliieedd  wwiitthh  aanndd  aallll  tthhee  iiddoollss  kkeepptt  

bbyy  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  wweerree  aatt  tthhaatt  vveerryy  ttiimmee  bbrroouugghhtt  ddoowwnn  aanndd  tthheerree  ddeessttrrooyyeedd  aanndd  bbuurrnntt  

ttoo  dduusstt;;  nnoo  oonnee  wwaass  ssoorrrryy  aatt  tthhiiss  ddeemmoolliittiioonn  ooff  tthheeiirr  ffaallssee  ggooddss,,  aallll  wweerree  ggllaadd  ttoo  

eenntteerr  tthhee  ppaallee  ooff  IIssllaamm..  SShhaayykkhh  ''AAbbdd  AAllllāāhh  aafftteerr  tthhiiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  tthhee  ffoouurr  mmiinniisstteerrss,,  

""WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  yyoouurr  pprriinnccee  ??  ""  TThheeyy  rreepplliieedd,,  ""  HHiiss  nnaammee  iiss  PPrraa  OOnngg  

MMaahhāāwwāānnggssāā..""  ""  LLeett  uuss  cchhaannggee  iitt  ffoorr  oonnee  iinn  tthhee  llaanngguuaaggee  ooff  IIssllaamm,,""  ssaaiidd  tthhee  

SShhaayykkhh..  AAfftteerr  ssoommee  ccoonnssuullttaattiioonn,,  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  tthhee  RRaajjaa  wwaass  cchhaannggeedd  aatt  hhiiss  

rreeqquueesstt  ttoo  SSuullttaann  MMuuzzllaaff  aall--SShhāāhh,,  bbeeccaauussee,,  tthhee  SShhaayykkhh  aavveerrrreedd,,  iitt  iiss  aa  cceelleebbrraatteedd  

nnaammee  aanndd  iiss  ffoouunndd  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''āānn..
11      

TThhee  RRaajjaa  nnooww  bbuuiilltt  mmoossqquueess  wwhheerreevveerr  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  wwaass  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee,,  

aanndd  ddiirreecctteedd  tthhaatt  ttoo  eeaacchh  tthheerree  sshhoouulldd  bbee  aattttaacchheedd  ffoorrttyy--ffoouurr  ooff  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  aatt  

lleeaasstt  aass  aa  sseettttlleedd  ccoonnggrreeggaattiioonn,,  ffoorr  aa  ssmmaalllleerr  nnuummbbeerr  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ffeeww  ffoorr  

tthhee  dduuttiieess  ooff  rreelliiggiioonn..  SSoo  mmoossqquueess  wweerree  eerreecctteedd  aanndd  ggrreeaatt  ddrruummss  wweerree  aattttaacchheedd  

ttoo  tthheemm  ttoo  bbee  bbeeaatteenn  ttoo  ccaallll  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  pprraayyeerr  oonn  FFrriiddaayyss..  SShhaayykkhh  ''AAbbdd  AAllllāāhh  

ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ffoorr  ssoommee  ttiimmee  ttoo  iinnssttrruucctt  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  iinn  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm;;  tthheeyy  

fflloocckkeedd  ttoo  hhiimm  ffrroomm  aallll  tthhee  ccooaassttss  aanndd  ddiissttrriiccttss  ooff  QQuueeddaa  aanndd  iittss  vviicciinniittyy,,  aanndd  

wweerree  iinniittiiaatteedd  bbyy  hhiimm  iinnttoo  iittss  ffoorrmmss  aanndd  cceerreemmoonniieess..  

  TThhee  nneewwss  ooff  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  QQuueeddaa  bbyy  SShhaayykkhh  ''AAbbdd  

AAllllāāhh  rreeaacchheedd  AAttjjeehh,,  aanndd  tthhee  SSuullttaann  ooff  tthhaatt  ccoouunnttrryy  aanndd  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  SShhaayykkhh  NNūūrr  aall--

DDīīnn,,  aann  AArraabb  mmiissssiioonnaarryy,,  wwhhoo  hhaadd  ccoommee  ffrroomm  MMeeccccaa,,  sseenntt  ssoommee  bbooookkss  aanndd  aa  

lleetttteerr,,  wwhhiicchh  rraann  aass  ffoolllloowwss  ::——""  TThhiiss  lleetttteerr  iiss  ffrroomm  tthhee  SSuullttaann  ooff  AAttjjeehh  aanndd  NNūūrr  

aall--DDīīnn  ttoo  oouurr  bbrrootthheerr  tthhee  SSuullttaann  ooff  QQuueeddaa  aanndd  SShhaayykkhh  ''AAbbdd  AAllllāāhh  ooff  YYaammaann,,  

nnooww  iinn  QQuueeddaa..  WWee  hhaavvee  sseenntt  ttwwoo  rreelliiggiioouuss  bbooookkss,,  iinn  oorrddeerr  tthhaatt  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  IIssllaamm  

mmaayy  bbee  ffiirrmmllyy  eessttaabblliisshheedd  aanndd  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ffuullllyy  iinnssttrruucctteedd  iinn  tthheeiirr  dduuttiieess  aanndd  iinn  

tthhee  rriitteess  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh..""  AA  lleetttteerr  wwaass  sseenntt  iinn  rreeppllyy  bbyy  tthhee  RRaajjaa  aanndd  SShhaayykkhh  ''AAbbdd  

AAllllāāhh,,  tthhaannkkiinngg  tthhee  ddoonnoorrss..  SSoo  SShhaayykkhh  ''AAbbdd  AAllllāāhh  rreeddoouubblleedd  hhiiss  eeffffoorrttss,,  aanndd  

eerreecctteedd  aaddddiittiioonnaall  ssmmaallll  mmoossqquueess  iinn  aallll  tthhee  ddiiffffeerreenntt  vviillllaaggeess  ffoorr  ggeenneerraall  

ccoonnvveenniieennccee,,  aanndd  iinnssttrruucctteedd  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  iinn  aallll  tthhee  rruulleess  aanndd  oobbsseerrvvaanncceess  ooff  tthhee  

ffaaiitthh..  TThhee  RRaajjaa  aanndd  hhiiss  wwiiffee  wweerree  ccoonnssttaannttllyy  wwiitthh  tthhee  SShhaayykkhh,,  lleeaarrnniinngg  ttoo  rreeaadd  

tthhee  QQuurr''aann..  TThhee  rrooyyaall  ppaaiirr  sseeaarrcchheedd  aallssoo  ffoorr  ssoommee  mmaaiiddeenn  ooff  tthhee  lliinneeaaggee  ooff  tthhee  

RRaajjaass  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  ttoo  bbee  tthhee  SShhaayykkhh''ss  wwiiffee..  BBuutt  nnoo  oonnee  ccoouulldd  bbee  ffoouunndd  wwhhoo  

wwaass  wwiilllliinngg  ttoo  ggiivvee  hhiiss  ddaauugghhtteerr  tthhuuss  iinn  mmaarrrriiaaggee  bbeeccaauussee  tthhee  hhoollyy  mmaann  wwaass  

aabboouutt  ttoo  rreettuurrnn  ttoo  BBaagghhddāādd,,  aanndd  oonnllyy  wwaaiitteedd  uunnttiill  hhee  hhaadd  ssuuffffiicciieennttllyy  iinnssttrruucctteedd  

ssoommee  ppeerrssoonn  ttoo  ssuuppppllyy  hhiiss  ppllaaccee..  NNooww  aatt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee  tthhee  SSuullttaann  hhaadd  tthhrreeee  ssoonnss,,  

RRaajjaa  MMuu''aaẓẓ ẓẓ aamm  SShhāāhh,,  RRaajjaa  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  SShhāāhh,,  aanndd  RRaajjaa  SSuullaayymmaann  SShhaahh..  

TThheessee  nnaammeess  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  bboorrrroowweedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  QQuurr''āānn  bbyy  SShhaayykkhh  ''AAbbdd  AAllllāāhh  aanndd  

bbeessttoowweedd  uuppoonn  tthhee  pprriinncceess,,  wwhhoomm  hhee  eexxhhoorrtteedd  ttoo  bbee  ppaattiieenntt  aanndd  ssllooww  ttoo  aannggeerr  iinn  

tthheeiirr  iinntteerrccoouurrssee  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  ssllaavveess  aanndd  tthhee  lloowweerr  oorrddeerrss,,  aanndd  ttoo  rreeggaarrdd  wwiitthh  ppiittyy  

                                                           

11  TThhee  ffoorrmm    مزلف  مزلف  ddooeess  nnoott  aaccttuuaallllyy  ooccccuurr  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann;;    rreeffeerreennccee  iiss  pprroobbaabbllyy  mmaaddee  ttoo  ssoommee  ssuucchh  ppaassssaaggee  aass  

xxxxvvii..  9900::  وأزلفت الجنة للمتقينوأزلفت الجنة للمتقين""  AAnndd  ppaarraaddiissee  sshhaallll  bbee  bbrroouugghhtt  nneeaarr  tthhee  ppiioouuss.."" 
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aallll  tthhee  sseerrvvaannttss  ooff  GGoodd,,  aanndd  tthhee  ppoooorr  aanndd  nneeeeddyy..
11
  

  IItt  mmuusstt  nnoott  bbee  ssuuppppoosseedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  llaabboouurrss  ooff  SShhaayykkhh  ''AAbbdd  AAllllāāhh  wweerree  

ccrroowwnneedd  wwiitthh  ccoommpplleettee  ssuucccceessss,,  ffoorr  wwee  lleeaarrnn  ffrroomm  tthhee  aannnnaallss  ooff  AAttjjeehh  tthhaatt  aa  

SSuullttaann  ooff  tthhiiss  ccoouunnttrryy  wwhhoo  ccoonnqquueerreedd  QQuueeddaa  iinn  11664499,,  sseett  hhiimmsseellff  ttoo  ""  mmoorree  

ffiirrmmllyy  eessttaabblliisshh  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  ddeessttrrooyy  tthhee  hhoouusseess  ooff  tthhee  LLiiaarr  ""  oorr  tteemmpplleess  ooff  

iiddoollss..
22
  TThhuuss  aa  cceennttuurryy  aanndd  aa  hhaallff  eellaappsseedd  bbeeffoorree  iiddoollaattrryy  wwaass  ccoommpplleetteellyy  rrooootteedd  

oouutt..  

  WWee  ppoosssseessss  nnoo  ootthheerr  ddeettaaiillss  ooff  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  MMaallaayyss  

ooff  tthhee  PPeenniinnssuullaa,,  bbuutt  iinn  mmaannyy  ppllaacceess  tthhee  ggrraavveess  ooff  tthhee  AArraabb  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  wwhhoo  

ffiirrsstt  pprreeaacchheedd  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ttoo  tthheemm  aarree  hhoonnoouurreedd  bbyy  tthheessee  ppeeooppllee..
33
  TThheeiirr  lloonngg  

iinntteerrccoouurrssee  wwiitthh  tthhee  AArraabbss  aanndd  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  ooff  tthhee  eeaasstt  ccooaasstt  ooff  IInnddiiaa  hhaass  mmaaddee  

tthheemm  vveerryy  rriiggiidd  oobbsseerrvveerrss  ooff  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioouuss  dduuttiieess,,  aanndd  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  tthhee  rreeppuuttaattiioonn  

ooff  bbeeiinngg  tthhee  mmoosstt  eexxeemmppllaarryy  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ooff  tthhee  AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo;;  aatt  tthhee  ssaammee  

ttiimmee  tthheeiirr  ccoonnssttaanntt  ccoonnttaacctt  wwiitthh  tthhee  HHiinndduuss,,  BBuuddddhhiissttss,,  CChhrriissttiiaannss  aanndd  ppaaggaannss  ooff  

tthheeiirr  oowwnn  ccoouunnttrryy  hhaass  mmaaddee  tthheemm  lliibbeerraall  aanndd  ttoolleerraanntt..  TThheeyy  aarree  vveerryy  ssttrriicctt  iinn  tthhee  

kkeeeeppiinngg  ooff  tthhee  ffaasstt  ooff  RRaammaaḍḍ āānn  aanndd  iinn  ppeerrffoorrmmiinngg  tthhee  ppiillggrriimmaaggee  ttoo  MMeeccccaa..  TThhee  

rreelliiggiioouuss  iinntteerreessttss  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  aarree  aallwwaayyss  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  aatt  tthhee  ssaammee  ttiimmee  aass  tthheeiirr  

tteemmppoorraall  wweellffaarree;;  aanndd  wwhheenn  aa  vviillllaaggee  iiss  ffoouunndd  ttoo  ccoonnttaaiinn  mmoorree  tthhaann  ffoorrttyy  hhoouusseess  

aanndd  iiss  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ttoo  bbee  ooff  aa  ssiizzee  tthhaatt  nneecceessssiittaatteess  iittss  oorrggaanniissaattiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  

aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  rreegguullaarr  vviillllaaggee  ooffffiicceerrss,,  aa  ppuubblliicc  pprreeaacchheerr  iiss  aallwwaayyss  iinncclluuddeedd  

aammoonngg  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  aanndd  aa  mmoossqquuee  iiss  ffoorrmmaallllyy  bbuuiilltt  aanndd  iinnssttiittuutteedd..
44
  

  IInn  tthhee  nnoorrtthh,,  wwhheerree  tthhee  MMaallaayy  ssttaatteess  bboorrddeerr  oonn  SSiiaamm,,  IIssllaamm  hhaass  eexxeerrcciisseedd  

ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  iinnfflluueennccee  oonn  tthhee  SSiiaammeessee  BBuuddddhhiissttss;;  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  hheerree  bbeeeenn  

ccoonnvveerrtteedd  aarree  ccaalllleedd  SSaammssaammss  aanndd  ssppeeaakk  aa  llaanngguuaaggee  tthhaatt  iiss  aa  mmiixxeedd  jjaarrggoonn  ooff  tthhee  

llaanngguuaaggeess  ooff  tthhee  ttwwoo  ppeeooppllee..
55
  CCoonnvveerrttss  aarree  aallssoo  mmaaddee  ffrroomm  aammoonngg  tthhee  wwiilldd  

ttrriibbeess  ooff  tthhee  PPeenniinnssuullaa,,
66
  

TThhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  sspprreeaadd  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  IInnddoo--CChhiinnaa  iiss  oobbssccuurree;;  AArraabb  aanndd  

PPeerrssiiaann  mmeerrcchhaannttss  pprroobbaabbllyy  iinnttrroodduucceedd  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  iinnttoo  tthhee  sseeaa--ppoorrtt  ttoowwnnss  

ffrroomm  tthhee  tteenntthh  cceennttuurryy  oonnwwaarrddss,,  bbuutt  iittss  mmoosstt  iimmppoorrttaanntt  eexxppaannssiioonn  wwaass  dduuee  ttoo  tthhee  

iimmmmiiggrraattiioonnss  ooff  MMaallaayyss  wwhhiicchh  bbeeggaann  aatt  tthhee  cclloossee  ooff  tthhee  ffoouurrtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy..
77
    

  WWee  mmuusstt  nnooww  ggoo  bbaacckk  sseevveerraall  cceennttuurriieess  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  ffoollllooww  oouutt  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  

ooff  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  JJaavvaa..  TThhee  pprreeaacchhiinngg  aanndd  pprroommuullggaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  

IIssllaamm  iinn  tthhiiss  iissllaanndd  wweerree  uunnddoouubbtteeddllyy  ffoorr  aa  lloonngg  ttiimmee  eennttiirreellyy  tthhee  rreessuulltt  ooff  tthhee  

llaabboouurrss  ooff  iinnddiivviidduuaall  mmeerrcchhaannttss  oorr  ooff  tthhee  lleeaaddeerrss  ooff  ssmmaallll  ccoolloonniieess,,  ffoorr  iinn  JJaavvaa  

tthheerree  wwaass  nnoo  cceennttrraall  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ppoowweerr  ttoo  tthhrrooww  iinn  iittss    iinnfflluueennccee  oonn  tthhee  ssiiddee  

ooff  tthhee  nneeww  rreelliiggiioonn  oorr  eennffoorrccee  tthhee  aacccceeppttaannccee  ooff  iitt  bbyy  wwaarrlliikkee  mmeeaannss..  OOnn  tthhee  

ccoonnttrraarryy,,  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  ccaammee  iinn  ccoonnttaacctt  wwiitthh  aa  HHiinndduu  cciivviilliissaattiioonn,,  tthhaatt  

                                                           

11  AA  ttrraannssllaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  KKeeddddaahh  AAnnnnaallss,,  bbyy  LLiieeuutt..--CCooll..  JJaammeess  LLooww,,  vvooll..  iiiiii..  pppp..  447744--77.. 

22  AA  ttrraannssllaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  KKeeddddaahh  AAnnnnaallss,,  bbyy  LLiieeuutt..--CCooll..  JJaammeess  LLooww,,  vvooll..  iiiiii..  pp..  448800..  

33  NNeewwbboolldd,,  vvooll..  ii..  pp..  225522..  

44  MMccNNaaiirr,,  pppp..  222266--99..  

55  JJ..  HH..  MMoooorr,,  pp..  224422..  
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hhaadd  tthhrruusstt  iittss  rroooottss  ddeeeepp  iinnttoo  tthhee  lliiffee  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  aanndd  hhaadd  rraaiisseedd  tthhee  JJaavvaanneessee  

ttoo  aa  hhiigghh  lleevveell  ooff  ccuullttuurree  aanndd  pprrooggrreessss——eexxpprreessssiinngg  iittsseellff  mmoorreeoovveerr  iinn  

iinnssttiittuuttiioonnss  aanndd  llaawwss  rraaddiiccaallllyy  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ttoo  tthhoossee  ooff  AArraabbiiaa..  EEvveenn  uupp  ttoo  tthhee  

pprreesseenntt  ddaayy,,  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  llaaww  hhaass  ffaaiilleedd  ttoo  eessttaabblliisshh  iittsseellff  aabbssoolluutteellyy,,  eevveenn  

wwhheerree  tthhee  aauutthhoorriittyy  ooff  IIssllaamm  iiss  ggeenneerraallllyy  pprreeddoommiinnaanntt,,  aanndd  tthheerree  iiss  ssttiillll  aa  

ccoonnssttaanntt  ssttrruuggggllee  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  aaddhheerreennttss  ooff  tthhee  oolldd  MMaallaayyaann  uussaaggeess  aanndd  tthhee  

HHaajjiiss,,  wwhhoo  hhaavviinngg  mmaaddee  tthhee  ppiillggrriimmaaggee      ttoo  MMeeccccaa,,  rreettuurrnn  eenntthhuussiiaassttiicc  ffoorr  aa  

ssttrriicctt  oobbsseerrvvaannccee  ooff      MMuusslliimm  LLaaww..  CCoonnsseeqquueennttllyy  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ooff  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  mmuusstt  

hhaavvee  pprroocceeeeddeedd  vveerryy  sslloowwllyy,,  aanndd  wwee  ccaann  ssaayy  wwiitthh  ttoolleerraabbllee  cceerrttaaiinnttyy  tthhaatt  wwhhiillee  

ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhiiss  pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  mmoovveemmeenntt  mmaayy  bbee  ddiisseennttaanngglleedd  ffrroomm  

lleeggeennddss  aanndd  ttrraaddiittiioonnss,,  mmuucchh  ooff  iitt  mmuusstt  rreemmaaiinn  wwhhoollllyy  uunnkknnoowwnn  ttoo  uuss..    IInn  tthhee  

MMaallaayy  CChhrroonniiccllee,,  wwhhiicchh  ppuurrppoorrttss  ttoo  ggiivvee  uuss  aann  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  pprreeaacchheerrss  ooff  

tthhee  ffaaiitthh,,  wwhhaatt  wwaass  uunnddoouubbtteeddllyy  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ooff  mmaannyy  ggeenneerraattiioonnss  aanndd  mmuusstt    hhaavvee  

bbeeeenn  ccaarrrriieedd  oonn  tthhrroouugghh  mmaannyy  cceennttuurriieess,,  iiss  ccoommpprreesssseedd  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  ccoommppaassss  ooff  aa  

ffeeww  yyeeaarrss;;  aanndd,,  aass  ffrreeqquueennttllyy  hhaappppeennss  iinn  ppooppuullaarr  hhiissttoorriieess,,  aa  ffeeww  wweellll--kknnoowwnn  

nnaammeess  ggaaiinn  tthhee  ffaammee  aanndd  ccrreeddiitt  tthhaatt  bbeelloonnggss  ooff  rriigghhtt  ttoo  tthhee  ppaattiieenntt  llaabboouurrss  ooff  

tthheeiirr  uunnkknnoowwnn  pprreeddeecceessssoorrss..
11
      FFuurrtthheerr,,  tthhee  qquuiieett,,  uunnoobbttrruussiivvee  llaabboouurrss  ooff  mmaannyy  

ooff  tthheessee  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  wwoouulldd  nnoott  bbee  lliikkeellyy  ttoo  aattttrraacctt  tthhee  nnoottiiccee  ooff  tthhee  cchhrroonniicclleerr,,  

wwhhoossee  aatttteennttiioonn  wwoouulldd  nnaattuurraallllyy  bbee  ffiixxeedd  rraatthheerr  oonn  tthhee  ddooiinnggss  ooff  kkiinnggss  aanndd  

pprriinncceess,,  aanndd  ooff  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ccaammee  iinn  cclloossee  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  ttoo  tthheemm..      BBuutt  ffaaiilliinngg  ssuucchh  

llaarrggeerr  kknnoowwlleeddggee,,  wwee  mmuusstt  ffaaiinn  bbee  ccoonntteenntt  wwiitthh  tthhee  ffaaccttss  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  hhaannddeedd  

ddoowwnn  ttoo  uuss..  

  IInn  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ppaaggeess,,  tthheerreeffoorree,,  iitt  iiss  pprrooppoosseedd  ttoo  ggiivvee  aa  bbrriieeff  sskkeettcchh  ooff  

tthhee  eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  rreelliiggiioonn  iinn  tthhiiss  iissllaanndd,,  aass  pprreesseenntteedd  iinn  tthhee  

nnaattiivvee  cchhrroonniiccllee,,  wwhhiicchh,,  tthhoouugghh  ffuullll  ooff  ccoonnttrraaddiiccttiioonnss  aanndd  ffaabblleess,,  hhaass  uunn--

ddoouubbtteeddllyy  aa  hhiissttoorriiccaall  ffoouunnddaattiioonn,,  aass  iiss  aatttteesstteedd  bbyy  tthhee  iinnssccrriippttiioonnss  oonn  tthhee  ttoommbbss  

ooff  tthhee  cchhiieeff  ppeerrssoonnaaggeess  mmeennttiioonneedd  aanndd  tthhee  rreemmaaiinnss  ooff  aanncciieenntt  cciittiieess,,  eettcc..  TThhee  

ffoolllloowwiinngg  aaccccoouunntt  tthheerreeffoorree  mmaayy,,  iinn  tthhee  wwaanntt  ooff  aannyy  ootthheerr  aauutthhoorriittiieess,,  bbee  

aacccceepptteedd  aass  ssuubbssttaannttiiaallllyy  ccoorrrreecctt,,  wwiitthh  tthhee  ccaauuttiioonn  aabboovvee  mmeennttiioonneedd  aaggaaiinnsstt  

aassccrriibbiinngg  ttoooo  mmuucchh  eeffffiiccaaccyy  ttoo  tthhee  pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  eeffffoorrttss  ooff  iinnddiivviidduuaallss..  

  TThhee  ffiirrsstt  aatttteemmpptt  ttoo  iinnttrroodduuccee  IIssllaamm  iinnttoo  JJaavvaa  wwaass  mmaaddee  bbyy  aa  nnaattiivvee  ooff  tthhee  

iissllaanndd  aabboouutt  tthhee  cclloossee  ooff  tthhee  ttwweellfftthh  cceennttuurryy..  TThhee  ffiirrsstt  kkiinngg  ooff  PPaajjaajjaarraann,,  aa  ssttaattee  

iinn  tthhee  wweesstteerrnn  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  iissllaanndd,,  lleefftt  ttwwoo  ssoonnss;;  ooff  tthheessee,,  tthhee  eellddeerr  cchhoossee  ttoo  ffoollllooww  

tthhee  pprrooffeessssiioonn  ooff  aa  mmeerrcchhaanntt  aanndd  uunnddeerrttooookk  aa  ttrraaddiinngg  eexxppeeddiittiioonn  ttoo  IInnddiiaa,,  

lleeaavviinngg  tthhee  kkiinnggddoomm  ttoo  hhiiss  yyoouunnggeerr  bbrrootthheerr,,  wwhhoo  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  ttoo  tthhee  tthhrroonnee  iinn  tthhee  

yyeeaarr  11119900  wwiitthh  tthhee  ttiittllee  ooff  PPrraabbuu  MMuunnddiinngg  SSaarrii..  IInn  tthhee  ccoouurrssee  ooff  hhiiss  wwaannddeerriinnggss,,  

tthhee  eellddeerr  bbrrootthheerr  ffeellll  iinn  wwiitthh  ssoommee  AArraabb  mmeerrcchhaannttss,,  aanndd  wwaass  bbyy  tthheemm  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  

ttoo  IIssllaamm,,  ttaakkiinngg  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  ḤḤ āājjīī  PPuurrwwaa..  

  OOnn  hhiiss  rreettuurrnn  ttoo  hhiiss  nnaattiivvee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  hhee  ttrriieedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  hheellpp  ooff  aann  AArraabb  

mmiissssiioonnaarryy  ttoo  ccoonnvveerrtt  hhiiss  bbrrootthheerr  aanndd  tthhee  rrooyyaall  ffaammiillyy  ttoo  hhiiss  nneeww  ffaaiitthh;;  bbuutt,,  hhiiss  

eeffffoorrttss  pprroovviinngg  uunnssuucccceessssffuull,,  hhee  fflleedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  jjuunnggllee  ffoorr  ffeeaarr  ooff  tthhee  kkiinngg  aanndd  hhiiss  

                                                           

11  SSnnoouucckk  HHuurrggrroonnjjee  ((II)),,  pp..  99.. 
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uunnbbeelliieevviinngg  ssuubbjjeeccttss,,  aanndd  wwee  hheeaarr  nnoo  mmoorree  ooff  hhiimm..
11
  

  IInn  tthhee  llaatttteerr  hhaallff  ooff  tthhee  ffoouurrtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  aa  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  mmoovveemmeenntt,,  wwhhiicchh  

wwaass  aatttteennddeedd  wwiitthh  ggrreeaatteerr  ssuucccceessss,,  wwaass  iinnssttiittuutteedd  bbyy  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  MMaawwllaannaa  MMaalliikk  

IIbbrrāāhhīīmm,,  wwhhoo  llaannddeedd  oonn  tthhee  eeaasstt  ccooaasstt  ooff  JJaavvaa  wwiitthh  ssoommee  ooff  hhiiss  ccoo--rreelliiggiioonniissttss,,  

aanndd  eessttaabblliisshheedd  hhiimmsseellff  nneeaarr  tthhee  ttoowwnn  ooff  GGrreessiikk,,  ooppppoossiittee  tthhee  iissllaanndd  ooff  MMaadduurraa..  

HHee  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  ttrraacceedd  hhiiss  ddeesscceenntt  ttoo  ZZaayynn  aall--''ĀĀbbiiddīīnn,,  aa  ggrreeaatt--ggrraannddssoonn  ooff  tthhee  

PPrroopphheett,,  aanndd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ccoouussiinn  ooff  tthhee  RRaajjaa  ooff  CChheerrmmeenn..
22
  HHeerree  hhee  ooccccuuppiieedd  

hhiimmsseellff  ssuucccceessssffuullllyy  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ooff  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn,,  aanndd  ssppeeeeddiillyy  ggaatthheerreedd  aa  ssmmaallll  

bbaanndd  ooff  bbeelliieevveerrss  aarroouunndd  hhiimm..  LLaatteerr  oonn,,  hhee  wwaass  jjooiinneedd  bbyy  hhiiss  ccoouussiinn,,  tthhee  RRaajjaa  ooff  

CChheerrmmeenn,,  wwhhoo  ccaammee  iinn  tthhee  hhooppee  ooff  ccoonnvveerrttiinngg  tthhee  RRaajjaa  ooff  tthhee  HHiinndduu  KKiinnggddoomm  

ooff  MMaajjaappaahhiitt,,  aanndd  ooff  ffoorrmmiinngg  aann  aalllliiaannccee  wwiitthh  hhiimm  bbyy  ooffffeerriinngg  hhiiss  ddaauugghhtteerr  iinn  

mmaarrrriiaaggee..  OOnn  hhiiss  aarrrriivvaall  hhee  sseenntt  hhiiss  ssoonn,,  ṢṢ āāddiiqq  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd,,  ttoo  MMaajjaappaahhiitt  ttoo  

aarrrraannggee  aann  iinntteerrvviieeww,,  wwhhiillee  hhee  bbuussiieedd  hhiimmsseellff  iinn  tthhee  bbuuiillddiinngg  ooff  aa  mmoossqquuee  aanndd  

tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss..  AA  mmeeeettiinngg  ooff  tthhee  ttwwoo  pprriinncceess  ttooookk  ppllaaccee  

aaccccoorrddiinnggllyy,,  bbuutt  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  ffaavvoouurraabbllee  iimmpprreessssiioonn  tthheenn  pprroodduucceedd  ccoouulldd  bbee  

ffoolllloowweedd  uupp,,  aa  ssiicckknneessss  bbrrookkee  oouutt  aammoonngg  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  tthhee  RRaajjaa  ooff  CChheerr--mmeenn,,  

wwhhiicchh  ccaarrrriieedd  ooffff  hhiiss  ddaauugghhtteerr,,  tthhrreeee  ooff  hhiiss  nneepphheewwss  wwhhoo  hhaadd  aaccccoommppaanniieedd  hhiimm,,  

aanndd  aa  ggrreeaatt  ppaarrtt  ooff  hhiiss  rreettiinnuuee;;  wwhheerreeuuppoonn  hhee  hhiimmsseellff  rreettuurrnneedd  ttoo  hhiiss  oowwnn  

kkiinnggddoomm..  TThheessee  mmiissffoorrttuunneess  pprreejjuuddiicceedd  tthhee  mmiinndd  ooff  tthhee  RRaajjaa  ooff  MMaajjaappaahhiitt  

aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  nneeww  ffaaiitthh,,  wwhhiicchh  hhee  ssaaiidd  sshhoouulldd  hhaavvee  bbeetttteerr  pprrootteecctteedd  iittss  vvoottaarriieess  ::  

aanndd  tthhee  mmiissssiioonn  aaccccoorrddiinnggllyy  ffaaiilleedd..  MMaawwllaannaa  IIbbrraahhiimm,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  rreemmaaiinneedd  

bbeehhiinndd,,  iinn  cchhaarrggee  ooff  tthhee  ttoommbbss
33
  ooff  hhiiss  kkiinnssffoollkk  aanndd  ccoo--rreelliiggiioonniissttss,,  aanndd  hhiimmsseellff  

ddiieedd  ttwweennttyy--oonnee  yyeeaarrss  llaatteerr,,  iinn  11441199,,  aanndd  wwaass  bbuurriieedd  aatt  GGrreessiikk,,  wwhheerree  hhiiss  ttoommbb  

iiss  ssttiillll  vveenneerraatteedd  aass  tthhaatt  ooff  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  aappoossttllee  ooff  IIssllaamm  ttoo  JJaavvaa..  

  AA  CChhiinneessee  MMuussaallmmaann,,  wwhhoo  aaccccoommppaanniieedd  tthhee  eennvvooyy  ooff  tthhee  EEmmppeerroorr  ooff  

CChhiinnaa  ttoo  JJaavvaa  iinn  tthhee  ccaappaacciittyy  ooff  iinntteerrpprreetteerr,,  ssiixx  yyeeaarrss  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  ddeeaatthh  ooff  

MMaawwllāānnāā  IIbbrrāāhhīīmm,,  ii..  ee..  iinn  11441133,,  mmeennttiioonnss  tthhee  pprreesseennccee  ooff  hhiiss  ccoo--rreelliiggiioonniissttss  iinn  

tthhiiss  iissllaanndd  iinn  hhiiss  ""  GGeenneerraall  AAccccoouunntt  ooff  tthhee  SShhoorreess  ooff  tthhee  OOcceeaann,,""  wwhheerree  hhee  ssaayyss,,  

""  IInn  tthhiiss  ccoouunnttrryy  tthheerree  aarree  tthhrreeee  kkiinnddss  ooff  ppeeooppllee..  FFiirrsstt  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss,,  wwhhoo  

hhaavvee  ccoommee  ffrroomm  tthhee  wweesstt,,  aanndd  hhaavvee  eessttaabblliisshheedd  tthheemmsseellvveess  hheerree;;  tthheeiirr  ddrreessss  aanndd  

ffoooodd  iiss  cclleeaann  aanndd  pprrooppeerr;;  sseeccoonndd,,  tthhee  CChhiinneessee  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  rruunn  aawwaayy  aanndd  sseettttlleedd  

hheerree;;  wwhhaatt  tthheeyy  eeaatt  aanndd  uussee  iiss  aallssoo  vveerryy  ffiinnee,,  aanndd  mmaannyy  ooff  tthheemm  hhaavvee  aaddoopptteedd  tthhee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  rreelliiggiioonn  aanndd  oobbsseerrvvee  iittss  pprreecceeppttss..  TThhee  tthhiirrdd  kkiinndd  aarree  tthhee  nnaattiivveess,,  

wwhhoo  aarree  vveerryy  uuggllyy  aanndd  uunnccoouutthh,,  tthheeyy  ggoo  aabboouutt  wwiitthh  uunnccoommbbeedd  hheeaaddss  aanndd  nnaakkeedd  

ffeeeett,,  aanndd  bbeelliieevvee  ddeevvoouuttllyy  iinn  ddeevviillss,,  tthheeiirrss  bbeeiinngg  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrriieess  ccaalllleedd  

ddeevviill--ccoouunnttrriieess  iinn  BBuuddddhhiisstt  bbooookkss..""  
44
    

  WWee  nnooww  aapppprrooaacchh  tthhee  ppeerriioodd  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  rruullee  ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  

bbeeccaammee  pprreeddoommiinnaanntt  iinn  tthhee  iissllaanndd,,  aafftteerr  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  iinnttrroodduucceedd  iinnttoo  iitt  

                                                           

11  VVeetthh  ((33)),,  vvooll..  ii..  pp..  221155..  RRaafffflleess  ((eedd..  ooff  11883300)),,  vvooll..  iiiiii..  pppp..  110033,,  110044,,  118833..  

22  TThhee  ssiittuuaattiioonn  ooff  CChheerrmmeenn  iiss  nnoott  cceerrttaaiinn..  VVeetthh  ((33)),,  vvooll..  ii..  pp..  223300,,  ccoonnjjeeccttuurreess  tthhaatt  iitt  mmaayy  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  iinn  IInnddiiaa,,  bbuutt  

RRoouuffffaaeerr  ((pp..  111155""))  ggiivveess  ggoooodd  rreeaassoonnss  ffoorr  ppllaacciinngg  iitt  iinn  SSuummaattrraa.. 

33  AA  ddeessccrriippttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ccoonnddiittiioonn  ooff  tthheessee  ttoommbbss,,  oonn  oonnee  ooff  wwhhiicchh  ttrraacceess  ooff  aann  iinnssccrriippttiioonn  iinn  AArraabbiicc  

cchhaarraacctteerrss  aarree  ssttiillll  vviissiibbllee,,  iiss  ggiivveenn  bbyy  JJ..  FF..  GG..  BBrruummuunndd,,  pp..  118855..  
44  GGrrooeenneevveellddtt,,  pppp..  vviiii  4499--5500.. 
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ffoorr  nneeaarrllyy  aa  cceennttuurryy;;  aanndd  hheerree  iitt  wwiillll  bbee  nneecceessssaarryy  ttoo  eenntteerr  aa  lliittttllee  mmoorree  cclloosseellyy  

iinnttoo  tthhee  ddeettaaiillss  ooff  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  sshhooww  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  wwaass  nnoott  tthhee  rreessuulltt  ooff  aannyy  

ffaannaattiiccaall  mmoovveemmeenntt  ssttiirrrreedd  uupp  bbyy  tthhee  AArraabbss,,  bbuutt  rraatthheerr  ooff  aa  rreevvoolluuttiioonn  ccaarrrriieedd  oouutt  

bbyy  tthhee  nnaattiivveess  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  tthheemmsseellvveess,,
11
  wwhhoo  ((tthhoouugghh  tthheeyy  nnaattuurraallllyy  ggaaiinneedd  

ssttrreennggtthh  ffrroomm  tthhee  bboonndd  ooff  aa  ccoommmmoonn  ffaaiitthh))  wweerree  ssttiirrrreedd  uupp  ttoo  uunniittee  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  

wwrreesstt  tthhee  ssuupprreemmee  ppoowweerr  ffrroomm  tthhee  hhaannddss  ooff  tthheeiirr  hheeaatthheenn  ffeellllooww--ccoouunnttrryymmeenn,,  

nnoott  bbyy  tthhee  pprreeaacchhiinngg  ooff  aa  rreelliiggiioouuss  wwaarr,,  bbuutt  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  eexxhhoorrttaattiioonnss  ooff  aann  

aammbbiittiioouuss  aassppiirraanntt  ttoo  tthhee  tthhrroonnee  wwhhoo  hhaadd  aa  wwrroonngg  ttoo  aavveennggee..
2222

  

  TThhee  ppoolliittiiccaall  ccoonnddiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  iissllaanndd  mmaayy  bbee  ddeessccrriibbeedd  aass  ffoolllloowwss  ::——TThhee  

cceennttrraall  aanndd  eeaasstteerrnn  pprroovviinncceess  ooff  tthhee  iissllaanndd,,  wwhhiicchh  wweerree  tthhee  mmoosstt  wweeaalltthhyy  aanndd  

ppooppuulloouuss  aanndd  tthhee  ffuurrtthheesstt  aaddvvaanncceedd  iinn  cciivviilliissaattiioonn,,  wweerree  uunnddeerr  tthhee  sswwaayy  ooff  tthhee  

HHiinndduu  kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  MMaajjaappaahhiitt..  FFuurrtthheerr  wweesstt  wweerree  CChheerriibboonn  aanndd  sseevveerraall  ootthheerr  

ppeettttyy,,  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  pprriinncceeddoommss;;  wwhhiillee  tthhee  rreesstt  ooff  tthhee  iissllaanndd,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  aallll  tthhee  

ddiissttrriiccttss  aatt  iittss  wweesstteerrnn  eexxttrreemmiittyy,,  wwaass  ssuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  tthhee  KKiinngg  ooff  PPaajjaajjaarraann..  

  TThhee  KKiinngg  ooff  MMaajjaappaahhiitt  hhaadd  mmaarrrriieedd  aa  ddaauugghhtteerr  ooff  tthhee  pprriinnccee  ooff  CChhaammppaa,,  aa  

ssmmaallll  ssttaattee  iinn  CCaammbbooddiiaa,,  eeaasstt  ooff  tthhee  GGuullff  ooff  SSiiaamm..
3333

  SShhee  bbeeiinngg  jjeeaalloouuss  ooff  aa  

ffaavvoouurriittee  ccoonnccuubbiinnee  ooff  tthhee  KKiinngg,,  hhee  sseenntt  tthhiiss  ccoonnccuubbiinnee  aawwaayy  ttoo  hhiiss  ssoonn  AArryyaa  

DDaammaarr,,  ggoovveerrnnoorr  ooff  PPaalleemmbbaanngg  iinn  SSuummaattrraa,,  wwhheerree  sshhee  ggaavvee  bbiirrtthh  ttoo  aa  ssoonn,,  

RRaaddeenn  PPaattaahh,,  wwhhoo  wwaass  bbrroouugghhtt  uupp  aass  oonnee  ccff  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnoorr''ss  oowwnn  cchhiillddrreenn..  TThhiiss  

cchhiilldd  ((aass  wwee  sshhaallll  sseeee))  wwaass  ddeessttiinneedd  iinn  aafftteerr  yyeeaarrss  ttoo  wwoorrkk  aa  tteerrrriibbllee  vveennggeeaannccee  

ffoorr  tthhee  ccrruueell  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  ooff  hhiiss  mmootthheerr..  AAnnootthheerr  ddaauugghhtteerr  ooff  tthhee  pprriinnccee  ooff  CChhaammppaa  

hhaadd  mmaarrrriieedd  aann  AArraabb  wwhhoo  hhaadd  ccoommee  ttoo  CChhaammppaa  ttoo  pprreeaacchh  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  IIssllaamm..
4444

  

FFrroomm  tthhiiss  uunniioonn  wwaass  bboorrnn  RRaaddeenn  RRaaḥḥ mmaatt,,  wwhhoo  wwaass  ccaarreeffuullllyy  bbrroouugghhtt  uupp  bbyy  hhiiss  

ffaatthheerr  iinn  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  rreelliiggiioonn  aanndd  iiss  ssttiillll  vveenneerraatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  JJaavvaanneessee  aass  tthhee  

cchhiieeff  aappoossttllee  ooff  IIssllaamm  ttoo  tthheeiirr  ccoouunnttrryy..
55
  

  WWhheenn  hhee  rreeaacchheedd  tthhee  aaggee  ooff  ttwweennttyy,,  hhiiss  ppaarreennttss  sseenntt  hhiimm  wwiitthh  lleetttteerrss  aanndd  

pprreesseennttss  ttoo  hhiiss  uunnccllee,,  tthhee  KKiinngg  ooff  MMaajjaappaahhiitt..  OOnn  hhiiss  wwaayy,,  hhee  ssttaayyeedd  ffoorr  ttwwoo  

mmoonntthhss  aatt  PPaalleemmbbaanngg,,  aass  tthhee  gguueesstt  ooff  AArryyaa  DDaammaarr,,  wwhhoomm  hhee  aallmmoosstt  ppeerrssuuaaddeedd  

ttoo  bbeeccoommee  aa  MMuussaallmmaann,,  oonnllyy  hhee  ddaarreedd  nnoott  ooppeennllyy  pprrooffeessss  IIssllaamm  ffoorr  ffeeaarr  ooff    tthhee  

ppeeooppllee  wwhhoo  wweerree  ssttrroonnggllyy  aattttaacchheedd  ttoo  tthheeiirr  aanncciieenntt  ssuuppeerrssttiittiioonnss..  CCoonnttiinnuuiinngg  hhiiss  

jjoouurrnneeyy  RRaaddeenn  RRaaḥḥ mmaatt  ccaammee  ttoo  GGrreessiikk,,  wwhheerree  aann  AArraabb  mmiissssiioonnaarryy,,  SShhaayykkhh  

MMaawwllāānnāā    JJuummāāddaa  ''ll--KKuubbrrậậ,,    hhaaiilleedd  hhiimm  aass  tthhee  pprroommiisseedd  AAppoossttllee  ooff  IIssllaamm  ttoo  EEaasstt  

JJaavvaa,,  aanndd  ffoorreettoolldd  tthhaatt  tthhee  ffaallll  ooff  ppaaggaanniissmm  wwaass    aatt  hhaanndd,,    aanndd  tthhaatt  hhiiss  llaabboouurrss    

wwoouulldd  bbee    ccrroowwnneedd    bbyy    tthhee    ccoonnvveerrssiioonn    ooff    mmaannyy    ttoo      tthhee    ffaaiitthh..  AAtt  MMaajjaappaahhiitt  hhee  

wwaass  vveerryy  kkiinnddllyy  rreecceeiivveedd  bbyy  tthhee  KKiinngg  aanndd  tthhee  pprriinncceessss  ooff  CChhaammbbaa..  AAlltthhoouugghh  tthhee  

KKiinngg  wwaass  uunnwwiilllliinngg  hhiimmsseellff  ttoo  bbeeccoommee  aa  ccoonnvveerrtt  ttoo  IIssllaamm,,  yyeett  hhee  ccoonncceeiivveedd  ssuucchh  

aann  aattttaacchhmmeenntt  aanndd  rreessppeecctt  ffoorr  RRaaddeenn  RRaaḥḥ mmaatt,,  tthhaatt  hhee  mmaaddee  hhiimm  ggoovveerrnnoorr  oovveerr  

33000000  ffaammiilliieess  aatt  AAmmppeell,,  oonn  tthhee  eeaasstt  ccooaasstt,,  aa  lliittttllee  ssoouutthh  ooff  GGrreessiikk,,  aalllloowweedd  hhiimm  

                                                           

11  KKeerrnn,,  pp..  2211..  

22  VVeetthh  ((33)),,  vvooll..  ii..  pppp..  223333--4422..        RRaafffflleess,,  vvooll..  iiii..  pppp..  111133--3333..  

33  RRoouuffffaaeerr,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  ppllaacceess  tthhiiss  CChhaammppaa,,  nnoott  iinn  CCaammbbooddiiaa,,  bbuutt  oonn  tthhee  nnoorrtthh  ccooaasstt  ooff  AAttjjeehh  aanndd  iiddeennttiiffiieess  iitt  wwiitthh  

tthhee  mmooddeerrnn  PPjjeeuummppaa..      ((EEnnccyyccllooppaaeeddiicc  vvaann  NN::--II..,,  vvooll..  iivv..  pp..  220066..))  

44  RReemmaaiinnss  ooff  mmiinnaarreettss  aanndd  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ttoommbbss  aarree  ssttiillll  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  iinn  CChhaammppaa..  ((BBaassttiiaann,,  vvooll..  ii..  pppp..  449988--99..)) 

55  TThhiiss  ggeenneeaallooggiiccaall  ttaabbllee  wwiillll  mmaakkee  cclleeaarr  tthheessee  rreellaattiioonnsshhiippss,,  aass  wweellll  aass  ootthheerrss  rreeffeerrrreedd  ttoo  llaatteerr  iinn  tthhee  tteexxtt:: 
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tthhee  ffrreeee  eexxeerrcciissee  ooff  hhiiss  rreelliiggiioonn  aanndd  ggaavvee  hhiimm  ppeerrmmiissssiioonn  ttoo  mmaakkee  ccoonnvveerrttss..  HHeerree  

aafftteerr  ssoommee  ttiimmee  hhee  ggaaiinneedd  oovveerr  mmoosstt  ooff  tthhoossee  ppllaacceedd  uunnddeerr  hhiimm,,  ttoo  IIssllaamm..  

  AAmmppeell  wwaass  nnooww  tthhee  cchhiieeff  sseeaatt  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  JJaavvaa,,  aanndd  tthhee  ffaammee  ooff  tthhee  rruulleerr  

wwhhoo  wwaass  ssoo  zzeeaalloouussllyy  wwoorrkkiinngg  ffoorr  tthhee  pprrooppaaggaattiioonn  ooff  hhiiss  rreelliiggiioonn,,  sspprreeaadd  ffaarr  aanndd  

wwiiddee..  HHeerreeuuppoonn  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  MMaawwllāānnāā  IIssḥḥ āāqq  ccaammee  ttoo  AAmmppeell  ttoo  aassssiisstt  hhiimm  iinn  tthhee  

wwoorrkk  ooff  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn,,  aanndd  wwaass  aassssiiggnneedd  tthhee  ttaasskk  ooff  sspprreeaaddiinngg  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  iinn  tthhee  

kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  BBaallaammbbaannggaann,,  iinn  tthhee  eexxttrreemmee  eeaasstteerrnn  eexxttrreemmiittyy  ooff  tthhee  iissllaanndd..  HHeerree  

hhee  ccuurreedd  tthhee  ddaauugghhtteerr  ooff  tthhee  KKiinngg,,  wwhhoo  wwaass  ggrriieevvoouussllyy  ssiicckk,,  aanndd  tthhee  ggrraatteeffuull  

ffaatthheerr  ggaavvee  hheerr  ttoo  hhiimm  iinn  mmaarrrriiaaggee..  SShhee  aarrddeennttllyy  eemmbbrraacceedd  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  IIssllaamm  aanndd  

hheerr  ffaatthheerr  aalllloowweedd  hhiimmsseellff  ttoo  rreecceeiivvee  iinnssttrruuccttiioonn  iinn  tthhee  ssaammee,,  bbuutt  wwhheenn  tthhee  

MMaawwllāānnāā  uurrggeedd  hhiimm  ttoo  ooppeennllyy  pprrooffeessss  iitt,,  aass  hhee  hhaadd  pprroommiisseedd  ttoo  ddoo,,  iiff  hhiiss  

ddaauugghhtteerr  wweerree  ccuurreedd,,  hhee  ddrroovvee  hhiimm  ffrroomm  hhiiss  kkiinnggddoomm,,  aanndd  ggaavvee  oorrddeerrss  tthhaatt  tthhee  

cchhiilldd  tthhaatt  wwaass  ssoooonn  ttoo  bbee  bboorrnn  ooff  hhiiss  ddaauugghhtteerr,,  sshhoouulldd  bbee  kkiilllleedd..  BBuutt  tthhee  mmootthheerr  

sseeccrreettllyy  sseenntt  tthhee  iinnffaanntt  aawwaayy  ttoo  GGrreessiikk  ttoo  aa  rriicchh  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  wwiiddooww
11
  wwhhoo  

bbrroouugghhtt  hhiimm  uupp  wwiitthh  aallll  aa  mmootthheerr''ss  ccaarree  aanndd  eedduuccaatteedd  hhiimm  uunnttiill  hhee  wwaass  ttwweellvvee  

yyeeaarrss  oolldd,,  wwhheenn  sshhee  eennttrruusstteedd  hhiimm  ttoo  RRaaddeenn  RRaaḥḥ mmaatt..  HHee,,  aafftteerr  lleeaarrnniinngg  tthhee  

hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  cchhiilldd,,  ggaavvee  hhiimm  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  RRaaddeenn  PPaakkuu,,  aanndd  iinn  ccoouurrssee  ooff  ttiimmee  

ggaavvee  hhiimm  aallssoo  hhiiss  ddaauugghhtteerr  iinn  mmaarrrriiaaggee..  RRaaddeenn  PPaakkuu  aafftteerrwwaarrddss  bbuuiilltt  aa  mmoossqquuee  

aatt  GGiirrii,,  ttoo  tthhee  ssoouutthh--wweesstt  ooff  GGrreessiikk,,  wwhheerree  hhee  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  tthhoouussaannddss  ttoo  tthhee  ffaaiitthh;;  

hhiiss  iinnfflluueennccee  bbeeccaammee  ssoo  ggrreeaatt,,  tthhaatt  aafftteerr  tthhee  ddeeaatthh  ooff  RRaaddeenn  RRaaḥḥ mmaatt,,  tthhee  KKiinngg  ooff  

MMaajjaappaahhiitt  mmaaddee  hhiimm  ggoovveerrnnoorr  ooff  AAmmppeell  aanndd  GGrreessiikk..
22
  MMeeaannwwhhiillee  sseevveerraall  

mmiissssiioonnss  wweerree  iinnssttiittuutteedd  ffrroomm  GGrreessiikk..  TTwwoo  ssoonnss  ooff  RRaaddeenn  RRaarrhhmmaatt  eessttaabblliisshheedd  

tthheemmsseellvveess  aatt  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ppaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  nnoorrtthh--eeaasstt  ccooaasstt  aanndd  mmaaddee  tthheemmsseellvveess  

ffaammoouuss  bbyy  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioouuss  zzeeaall  aanndd  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  mmaannyy  ooff  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  

tthhoossee  ppaarrttss..  RRaaddeenn  RRaaḥḥ mmaatt  aallssoo  sseenntt  aa  mmiissssiioonnaarryy,,  bbyy  nnaammee  SShhaayykkhh  KKhhaallīīffaahh  

ḤḤuussaayynn,,  aaccrroossss  ttoo  tthhee  nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  iissllaanndd  ooff  MMaadduurraa,,  wwhheerree  hhee  bbuuiilltt  aa  mmoossqquuee  

aanndd  wwoonn  oovveerr  mmaannyy  ttoo  tthhee  ffaaiitthh..  

  WWee  mmuusstt  nnooww  rreettuurrnn  ttoo  AArryyaa  DDaammaarr,,  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnoorr  ooff  PPaalleemmbbaanngg..  ((SSeeee  pp..  

338800..))  HHee  aappppeeaarrss  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbrroouugghhtt  uupp  hhiiss  cchhiillddrreenn  iinn  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  wwhhiicchh  hhee  

hhiimmsseellff  ffeeaarreedd  ooppeennllyy  ttoo  pprrooffeessss,,  aanndd  hhee  nnooww  sseenntt  RRaaddeenn  PPaattaahh,,  wwhheenn  hhee  hhaadd  

rreeaacchheedd  tthhee  aaggee  ooff  ttwweennttyy,,  ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  hhiiss  ffoosstteerr--bbrrootthheerr,,..  RRaaddeenn  ḤḤuussaayynn,,  wwhhoo  

wwaass  ttwwoo  yyeeaarrss  yyoouunnggeerr,,  ttoo  JJaavvaa,,  wwhheerree  tthheeyy  llaannddeedd  aatt  GGrreessiikk..  RRaaddeenn  PPaattaahh,,  

aawwaarree  ooff  hhiiss  eexxttrraaccttiioonn  aanndd  eennrraaggeedd  aatt  tthhee  ccrruueell  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  hhiiss  mmootthheerr  hhaadd  

rreecceeiivveedd,,  rreeffuusseedd  ttoo  aaccccoommppaannyy  hhiiss  ffoosstteerr--bbrrootthheerr  ttoo  MMaajjaappaahhiitt,,  bbuutt  ssttaayyeedd  wwiitthh  

RRaaddeenn  RRaaḥḥ mmaatt  aatt  AAmmppeell  wwhhiillee  RRaaddeenn  ḤḤuussaayynn  wweenntt  oonn  ttoo  tthhee  ccaappiittaall,,  wwhheerree  hhee  

wwaass  wweellll  rreecceeiivveedd  aanndd  ppllaacceedd  iinn  cchhaarrggee  ooff  aa  ddiissttrriicctt  aanndd  aafftteerrwwaarrddss  mmaaddee  ggeenneerraall  

ooff  tthhee  aarrmmyy..  

  MMeeaannwwhhiillee  RRaaddeenn  PPaattaahh  mmaarrrriieedd  aa  ggrraannddddaauugghhtteerr  ooff  RRaaddeenn  RRaaḥḥ mmaatt,,  aanndd  

ffoorrmmeedd  aann  eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt  iinn  aa  ppllaaccee  ooff  ggrreeaatt  nnaattuurraall  ssttrreennggtthh  ccaalllleedd  BBiinnttaarraa,,  iinn  tthhee  

cceennttrree  ooff  aa  mmaarrsshhyy  ccoouunnttrryy,,  ttoo  tthhee  wweesstt  ooff  GGrreessiikk..  AAss  ssoooonn  aass  tthhee  KKiinngg  ooff  

                                                           

11  TThhee  mmeemmoorryy  ooff  tthhiiss  wwoommaann  iiss  hheelldd  iinn  ggrreeaatt  hhoonnoouurr  bbyy  tthhee  JJaavvaanneessee,,  aanndd  mmaannyy  ccoommee  ttoo  pprraayy  bbyy  hheerr  ggrraavvee..        

SSeeee  BBrruummuunndd,,  pp..  118866..  

22  VVeetthh  ((33)),,  vvooll..  ii..  pppp..  223355--66  
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MMaajjaappaahhiitt  hheeaarrdd  ooff  tthhiiss  nneeww  sseettttlleemmeenntt,,  hhee  sseenntt  RRaaddeenn  ḤḤuussaayynn  ttoo  ppeerrssuuaaddee  hhiiss  

bbrrootthheerr  ttoo  ccoommee  ttoo  tthhee  ccaappiittaall  aanndd  ppaayy  hhoommaaggee..  TThhiiss  RRaaddeenn  ḤḤuussaayynn  pprreevvaaiilleedd  

uuppoonn  hhiimm  ttoo  ddoo,,  aanndd  hhee  wweenntt  ttoo  tthhee  ccoouurrtt,,  wwhheerree  hhiiss  lliikkeenneessss  ttoo  tthhee  kkiinngg  wwaass  aatt  

oonnccee  rreeccooggnniisseedd,,  aanndd  wwhheerree  hhee  wwaass  kkiinnddllyy  rreecceeiivveedd  aanndd  ffoorrmmaallllyy  aappppooiinntteedd  

ggoovveerrnnoorr  ooff  BBiinnttaarraa..  SSttiillll  bbuurrnniinngg  ffoorr  rreevveennggee  aanndd  bbeenntt  oonn  tthhee  ddeessttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  hhiiss  

ffaatthheerr''ss  kkiinnggddoomm,,  hhee  rreettuurrnneedd  ttoo  AAmmppeell,,  wwhheerree  hhee  rreevveeaalleedd  hhiiss  ppllaannss  ttoo  RRaaddeenn  

RRaaḥḥ mmaatt..  TThhee  llaatttteerr  eennddeeaavvoouurreedd  ttoo  mmooddeerraattee  hhiiss  aannggeerr,,  rreemmiinnddiinngg  hhiimm  tthhaatt  hhee  

hhaadd  nneevveerr  rreecceeiivveedd  aannyytthhiinngg  bbuutt  kkiinnddnneessss  aatt  tthhee  hhaannddss  ooff  tthhee  kkiinngg  ooff  MMaajjaappaahhiitt,,  

hhiiss  ffaatthheerr,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  wwhhiillee  tthhee  pprriinnccee  wwaass  ssoo  jjuusstt  aanndd  ssoo  bbeelloovveedd,,  hhiiss  rreelliiggiioonn  

ffoorrbbaaddee  hhiimm  ttoo  mmaakkee  wwaarr  uuppoonn  oorr  iinn  aannyy  wwaayy  ttoo  iinnjjuurree  hhiimm..  HHoowweevveerr,,  

uunnppeerrssuuaaddeedd  bbyy  tthheessee  eexxhhoorrttaattiioonnss  ((aass  tthhee  sseeqquueell  sshhoowwss)),,  RRaaddeenn  PPaattaahh  rreettuurrnneedd  

ttoo  BBiinnttaarraa,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  nnooww  ddaaiillyy  iinnccrreeaassiinngg  iinn  iimmppoorrttaannccee  aanndd  ppooppuullaattiioonn,,  wwhhiillee  

ggrreeaatt  nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  ppeeooppllee  iinn  tthhee  ssuurrrroouunnddiinngg  ccoouunnttrryy  wweerree  bbeeiinngg  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  ttoo  

IIssllaamm..  HHee  hhaadd  ffoorrmmeedd  aa  ppllaann  ooff  bbuuiillddiinngg  aa  ggrreeaatt  mmoossqquuee,,  bbuutt  sshhoorrttllyy  aafftteerr  tthhee  

wwoorrkk  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ccoommmmeenncceedd,,  nneewwss  aarrrriivveedd  ooff  tthhee  sseevveerree  iillllnneessss  ooff  RRaaddeenn  

RRaaḥḥ mmaatt..  HHee  hhaasstteenneedd  ttoo  AAmmppeell,,  wwhheerree  hhee  ffoouunndd  tthhee  cchhiieeff  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  ooff  IIssllaamm  

ggaatthheerreedd  rroouunndd  tthhee  bbeedd  ooff  hhiimm  tthheeyy  llooookkeedd  uuppoonn  aass  tthheeiirr  lleeaaddeerr..  AAmmoonngg  tthheemm  

wweerree  tthhee  ttwwoo  ssoonnss  ooff  RRaaddeenn  RRaaḥḥ mmaatt  mmeennttiioonneedd  aabboovvee  ((pp..  338822)),,  RRaaddeenn  PPaakkuu  ooff  

GGiirrii,,  aanndd  ffiivvee  ootthheerrss..  AA  ffeeww  ddaayyss  aafftteerrwwaarrddss  RRaaddeenn  RRaaḥḥ mmaatt  bbrreeaatthheedd  hhiiss  llaasstt,,  

aanndd  tthhee  oonnllyy  rreemmaaiinniinngg  oobbssttaaccllee  ttoo  RRaaddeenn  PPaattaahh''ss  rreevveennggeeffuull  sscchheemmeess  wwaass  tthhuuss  

rreemmoovveedd..  TThhee  eeiigghhtt  cchhiieeffss  aaccccoommppaanniieedd  hhiimm  bbaacckk  ttoo  BBiinnttaarraa,,  wwhheerree  tthheeyy  

aassssiisstteedd  iinn  tthhee  ccoommpplleettiioonn  ooff  tthhee  mmoossqquuee,,
11
  aanndd  bboouunndd  tthheemmsseellvveess  bbyy  aa  ssoolleemmnn  

ooaatthh  ttoo  aassssiisstt  hhiimm  iinn  hhiiss  aatttteemmpptt  aaggaaiinnsstt  MMaajjaappaahhiitt..  AAllll  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  

pprriinncceess  jjooiinneedd  tthhiiss  ccoonnffeeddeerraaccyy,,  wwiitthh  tthhee  eexxcceeppttiioonn  ooff  RRaaddeenn  ḤḤuussaayynn,,  wwhhoo  wwiitthh  

aallll  hhiiss  ffoolllloowweerrss  rreemmaaiinneedd  ttrruuee  ttoo  hhiiss  mmaasstteerr,,  aanndd  rreeffuusseedd  ttoo  tthhrrooww  iinn  hhiiss  lloott  wwiitthh  

hhiiss  rreebbeelllliioouuss  ccoo--rreelliiggiioonniissttss..  

  AA  lleennggtthhyy  ccaammppaaiiggnn  ffoolllloowweedd,,  iinnttoo  tthhee  ddeettaaiillss  ooff  wwhhiicchh  wwee  nneeeedd  nnoott  eenntteerr,,  

bbuutt  iinn  11447788,,
22
  aafftteerr  aa  ddeessppeerraattee  bbaattttllee  wwhhiicchh  llaasstteedd  sseevveenn  ddaayyss,,  MMaajjaappaahhiitt  ffeellll  aanndd  

tthhee  HHiinndduu  ssuupprreemmaaccyy  iinn  eeaasstteerrnn  JJaavvaa  wwaass  rreeppllaacceedd  bbyy  aa  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ppoowweerr..  AA  

sshhoorrtt  ttiimmee  aafftteerr,,  RRaaddeenn  ḤḤuussaayynn  wwaass  bbeessiieeggeedd  wwiitthh  hhiiss  ffoolllloowweerrss  iinn  aa  ffoorrttiiffiieedd  

ppllaaccee,,  ccoommppeelllleedd  ttoo  ssuurrrreennddeerr  aanndd  bbrroouugghhtt  ttoo  AAmmppeell,,  wwhheerree  hhee  wwaass  kkiinnddllyy  

rreecceeiivveedd  bbyy  hhiiss  bbrrootthheerr..  AA  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  rreemmaaiinneedd  ffaaiitthhffuull  ttoo  tthhee  

oolldd  HHiinndduu  rreelliiggiioonn  fflleedd  iinn  11448811  ttoo  tthhee  iissllaanndd  ooff  BBaallii,,  wwhheerree  tthhee  wwoorrsshhiipp  ooff  SSiivvaa  

iiss  ssttiillll  tthhee  pprreevvaaiilliinngg  rreelliiggiioonn..
33  

OOtthheerrss  sseeeemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  ffoorrmmeedd  ssmmaallll  kkiinnggddoommss,,  

                                                           

11  TThhiiss  mmoossqquuee  iiss  ssttiillll  ssttaannddiinngg  aanndd  iiss  llooookkeedd  uuppoonn  bbyy  tthhee  JJaavvaanneessee  aass  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  mmoosstt  ssaaccrreedd  oobbjjeeccttss  iinn  tthheeiirr  

iissllaanndd..  

22  TThheerree  sseeeemmss  lliittttllee  ddoouubbtt  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  ddaattee  iiss  ttoooo  eeaarrllyy..  AA  ssttuuddyy  ooff  tthhee  PPoorrttuugguueessee  aauutthhoorriittiieess  ppooiinnttss  ttoo  tthhee  

ccoonncclluussiioonn  tthhaatt  MMaajjaappaahhiitt  ddiidd  nnoott  ffaallll  uunnttiill  ffoorrttyy  yyeeaarrss  llaatteerr..  ((RRoouuffffaaeerr,,  pp..  114444..))  

33  TThhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  tthhee  BBaallii  ttoo  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddaayy  hhaavvee  rreessiisstteedd  tthhee  mmoosstt  zzeeaalloouuss  eeffffoorrttss  ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ttoo  iinndduuccee  

tthheemm  ttoo  aacccceepptt  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  tthhoouugghh  ffrroomm  ttiimmee  ttoo  ttiimmee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  mmaaddee  aanndd  aa  ssmmaallll  nnaattiivvee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ccoommmmuunniittyy  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ffoorrmmeedd,,  nnuummbbeerriinngg  aabboouutt  33000000  ssoouullss  oouutt  ooff  aa  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  oovveerr  886622,,000000..  

TThhee  ffaavvoouurraabbllee  ssiittuuaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  iissllaanndd  ffoorr  ppuurrppoosseess  ooff  ttrraaddee  hhaass  aallwwaayyss  aattttrraacctteedd  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ffoorreeiiggnneerrss  ttoo  iittss  

sshhoorreess,,  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  iinn  mmaannyy  ccaasseess  ttaakkeenn  uupp  aa  ppeerrmmaanneenntt  rreessiiddeennccee  iinn  tthhee  iissllaanndd..  WWhhiillee  ssoommee  ooff  tthheessee  sseettttlleerrss  hhaavvee  

aallwwaayyss  hheelldd  tthheemmsseellvveess  aallooooff  ffrroomm  tthhee  nnaattiivveess  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  ootthheerrss  hhaavvee  ffoorrmmeedd  mmaattrriimmoonniiaall  aalllliiaanncceess  wwiitthh  

tthheemm  aanndd  hhaavvee  ccoonnsseeqquueennttllyy  bbeeccoommee  mmeerrggeedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  mmaassss  ooff  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn..  IItt  iiss  oowwiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  eeffffoorrttss  ooff  tthhee  

llaatttteerr  tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  hhaass  mmaaddee  tthhiiss  vveerryy  ssllooww  bbuutt  ssuurree  pprrooggrreessss,,  aanndd  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ooff  BBaallii  aarree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  ffoorrmm  aann  
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uunnddeerr  tthhee  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  ooff  pprriinncceess  ooff  tthhee  hhoouussee  ooff  MMaajjaappaahhiitt,,  wwhhiicchh  rreemmaaiinneedd  

hheeaatthheenn  ffoorr  ssoommee  ttiimmee  aafftteerr  tthhee  ffaallll  ooff  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  HHiinndduu  ccaappiittaall..  

  EEvveenn  uunnddeerr  MMuusslliimm  cchhiieeffss  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  cceennttrraall  JJaavvaa  lloonngg  rreemmaaiinneedd  

hheeaatthheenn,,  aanndd  tthhee  pprrooggrreessss  ooff  IIssllaamm  ssoouutthhwwaarrdd  ffrroomm  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  cceennttrreess  ooff  

mmiissssiioonnaarryy  eeffffoorrtt  oonn  tthhee  nnoorrtthh  ccooaasstt  wwaass  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ooff  cceennttuurriieess;;  eevveenn  ttoo  tthhee  

pprreesseenntt  ddaayy  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  tthheeiirr  oolldd  HHiinndduu  ffaaiitthh  iiss  ssttrriikkiinnggllyy  mmaanniiffeesstt  iinn  tthhee  

rreelliiggiioouuss  nnoottiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  cceennttrraall  JJaavvaa..  OOnnee  rreemmaarrkkaabbllee  

eevviiddeennccee  ooff  tthhee  ddeeeepp  rroooottss  tthhaatt  HHiinndduuiissmm  hhaadd  ssttrruucckk  iinn  tthhiiss  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  iissllaanndd  iiss  

tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  iitt  wwaass  nnoott  uunnttiill  11776688  tthhaatt  tthhee  aauutthhoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  HHiinndduu  llaaww--bbooookkss,,  

ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  tthhee  ccooddee  ooff  MMaannuu,,  ggaavvee  wwaayy  bbeeffoorree  aa  ccooddee  ooff  llaawwss  mmoorree  iinn  

aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  ssppiirriitt  ooff  MMuusslliimm  lleeggiissllaattiioonn..
11
  

  IIssllaamm  wwaass  iinnttrroodduucceedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  eeaasstteerrnn  ppaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  iissllaanndd  ssoommee  yyeeaarrss  llaatteerr,,  

pprroobbaabbllyy  iinn  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  cceennttuurryy,,  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  

aaccttiivviittyy  ooff  SShhaayykkhh  NNūūrr  aall--DDīīnn  IIbbrrāāhhīīmm  ooff  CChheerriibboonn..  HHee  wwoonn  ffoorr  hhiimmsseellff  aa  ggrreeaatt  

rreeppuuttaattiioonn  bbyy  ccuurriinngg  aa  wwoommaann  aafffflliicctteedd  wwiitthh  lleepprroossyy,,  wwiitthh  tthhee  rreessuulltt  tthhaatt  

tthhoouussaannddss  ccaammee  ttoo  hhiimm  ttoo  bbee  iinnssttrruucctteedd  iinn  tthhee  tteenneettss  ooff  tthhee  nneeww  ffaaiitthh..  AAtt  ffiirrsstt  tthhee  

nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  cchhiieeffss  ttrriieedd  ttoo  sseett  tthheemmsseellvveess  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  mmoovveemmeenntt,,  bbuutt  ffiinnddiinngg  

tthhaatt  tthheeiirr  ooppppoossiittiioonn  wwaass  ooff  nnoo  aavvaaiill,,  tthheeyy  ssuuffffeerreedd  tthheemmsseellvveess  ttoo  bbee  ccaarrrriieedd  

aalloonngg  wwiitthh  tthhee  ttiiddee  aanndd  mmaannyy  ooff  tthheemm  bbeeccaammee  ccoonnvveerrttss  ttoo  IIssllaamm..
22
  SShhaayykkhh  NNūūrr  aall--

DDīīnn  IIbbrrāāhhīīmm  ooff  CChheerriibboonn  sseenntt  hhiiss  ssoonn,,  MMaawwllāānnāā  ḤḤ aassaann  aall--DDīīnn,,  ttoo  pprreeaacchh  tthhee  

ffaaiitthh  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  BBaannttaamm,,  tthhee  mmoosstt  wweesstteerrllyy  pprroovviinnccee  ooff  tthhee  iissllaanndd,,  aanndd  aa  

ddeeppeennddeennccyy  ooff  tthhee  hheeaatthheenn  kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  PPaajjaajjaarraann..  HHeerree  hhiiss  eeffffoorrttss  wweerree  aatttteennddeedd  

wwiitthh  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  ssuucccceessss,,  aammoonngg  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrttss  bbeeiinngg  aa  bbooddyy  ooff  aasscceettiiccss,,  880000  iinn  

nnuummbbeerr..  IItt  iiss  eessppeecciiaallllyy  mmeennttiioonneedd  iinn  tthhee  aannnnaallss  ooff  tthhiiss  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  tthhaatt  

tthhee  yyoouunngg  pprriinnccee  wwoonn  oovveerr  tthhoossee  wwhhoomm  hhee  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  ttoo  IIssllaamm,,  ssoolleellyy  bbyy  tthhee  

ggeennttllee  mmeeaannss  ooff  ppeerrssuuaassiioonn,,  aanndd  nnoott  bbyy  tthhee  sswwoorrdd..
33
  HHee  aafftteerrwwaarrddss  wweenntt  wwiitthh  hhiiss  

ffaatthheerr  oonn  aa  ppiillggrriimmaaggee  ttoo  MMeeccccaa,,  aanndd  oonn  hhiiss  rreettuurrnn  ..eexxtteennddeedd  hhiiss  ppoowweerr  oovveerr  tthhee  

nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  ccooaasstt  ooff  SSuummaattrraa,,  wwiitthhoouutt  eevveerr  hhaavviinngg  ttoo  ddrraaww  tthhee  sswwoorrdd,,  aanndd  

wwiinnnniinngg  ccoonnvveerrttss  ttoo  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  bbyy  ppeeaacceeffuull  mmeetthhooddss  aalloonnee..
44
  

  BBuutt  tthhee  pprrooggrreessss  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  tthhee  wweesstt  ooff  JJaavvaa  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  mmuucchh  

sslloowweerr  tthhaann  iinn  tthhee  eeaasstt;;  aa  lloonngg  ssttrruuggggllee  eennssuueedd  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  wwoorrsshhiippppeerrss  ooff  SSiivvaa  

aanndd  tthhee  ffoolllloowweerrss  ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett,,  aanndd  iitt  wwaass  pprroobbaabbllyy  nnoott  uunnttiill  tthhee  mmiiddddllee  ooff  tthhee  

ssiixxtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  tthhaatt  tthhee  HHiinndduu  kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  PPaajjaajjaarraann,,  wwhhiicchh  aatt  oonnee  ppeerriioodd  ooff  

tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  JJaavvaa  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  eexxeerrcciisseedd  ssuuzzeerraaiinnttyy  oovveerr  tthhee  pprriinncceeddoommss  iinn  

tthhee  wweesstteerrnn  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  iissllaanndd,,  ccaammee  ttoo  aann  eenndd,,
55
  wwhhiillee  ootthheerr  ssmmaalllleerr  hheeaatthheenn  

ccoommmmuunniittiieess  ssuurrvviivveedd  ttoo  aa  mmuucchh  llaatteerr  ppeerriioodd,,
66
——ssoommee  eevveenn  ttoo  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddaayy..  

                                                                                                                                                                                     

eenneerrggeettiicc  aanndd  fflloouurriisshhiinngg  ccoommmmuunniittyy,,  ffuullll  ooff  zzeeaall  ffoorr  tthhee  pprroommoottiioonn  ooff  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh,,  wwhhiicchh  aatt  lleeaasstt  iimmpprreesssseess  tthheeiirr  

ppaaggaann  nneeiigghhbboouurrss,,  tthhoouugghh  nnoott  ssuucccceessssffuull  iinn  ppeerrssuuaaddiinngg  tthheemm  ttoo  ddeennyy  tthheeiirr  ffaavvoouurriittee  ffoooodd  ooff  sswwiinnee''ss  fflleesshh  ffoorr  tthhee  

ssaakkee  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrsshhiipp  ooff  AAllllaahh..  ((LLiieeffrriinncckk,,  pppp..  224411--33..)) 

11  EEnnccyyccllooppaaeeddiicc  vvaann  NN..--II..,,  vvooll..  iiii..  pp..  552233..  

22  VVeetthh  ((33)),,  vvooll..  ii..  pppp..  224455,,  228844..  

33  RRaafffflleess,,  vvooll..  iiii..  pp..  331166..  

44  VVeetthh  ((33)),,  vvooll  ii..  pppp..  228855--66 

55  VVeetthh  ((33)),,  vvooll..  ii..  pppp..  330055,,  331188--99..  

66  AA  ttrraavveelllleerr  iinn  JJaavvaa  iinn  11559966  mmeennttiioonnss  ttwwoo  oorr  tthhrreeee  hheeaatthheenn  kkiinnggddoommss  wwiitthh  aa  llaarrggee  hheeaatthheenn  ppooppuullaattiioonn..  
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TThhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  oonnee  ooff  tthheessee——tthhee  ssoo--ccaalllleedd  BBaadduuwwiiss——iiss  ooff  eessppeecciiaall  iinntteerreesstt;;  tthheeyy  

aarree  tthhee  ddeesscceennddaannttss  ooff  tthhee  aaddhheerreennttss  ooff  tthhee  oolldd  rreelliiggiioonn,,  wwhhoo  aafftteerr  tthhee  ffaallll  ooff  

PPaajjaajjaarraann  fflleedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  wwooooddss  aanndd  tthhee  rreecceesssseess  ooff  tthhee  mmoouunnttaaiinnss,,  wwhheerree  tthheeyy  

mmiigghhtt  uunniinntteerrrruupptteeddllyy  ccaarrrryy  oouutt  tthhee  oobbsseerrvvaanncceess  ooff  tthheeiirr  aanncceessttrraall  ffaaiitthh..  IInn  llaatteerr  

ttiimmeess,,  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  ssuubbmmiitttteedd  ttoo  tthhee  rruullee  ooff  tthhee  MMuussaallmmaann  SSuullttaann  ooff  BBaannttaamm,,  tthheeyy  

wweerree  aalllloowweedd  ttoo  ccoonnttiinnuuee  iinn  tthhee  eexxeerrcciissee  ooff  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn,,  oonn  ccoonnddiittiioonn  tthhaatt  nnoo  

iinnccrreeaassee  sshhoouulldd  bbee  aalllloowweedd  iinn  tthhee  nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  pprrooffeesssseedd  tthhiiss  

iiddoollaattrroouuss  ffaaiitthh;;
11
  aanndd  ssttrraannggee  ttoo  ssaayy,,  tthheeyy  ssttiillll  oobbsseerrvvee  tthhiiss  ccuussttoomm,,  aalltthhoouugghh  tthhee  

DDuuttcchh  rruullee  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ssoo  lloonngg  eessttaabblliisshheedd  iinn  JJaavvaa  aanndd  sseettss  tthheemm  ffrreeee  ffrroomm  tthhee  

nneecceessssiittyy  ooff  oobbeeddiieennccee  ttoo  tthhiiss  aanncciieenntt  aaggrreeeemmeenntt..  TThheeyy  ssttrriiccttllyy  lliimmiitt  tthheeiirr  

nnuummbbeerr  ttoo  ffoorrttyy  hhoouusseehhoollddss,,  aanndd  wwhheenn  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy  iinnccrreeaasseess  bbeeyyoonndd  tthhiiss  

lliimmiitt,,  oonnee  ffaammiillyy  oorr  mmoorree  hhaass  ttoo  lleeaavvee  tthhiiss  iinnnneerr  cciirrccllee  aanndd  sseettttllee  aammoonngg  tthhee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn  iinn  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ssuurrrroouunnddiinngg  vviillllaaggeess..
22    

  
BBuutt,,  tthhoouugghh  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ooff  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  iinn  tthhee  wweesstt  ooff  JJaavvaa  pprroocceeeeddeedd  mmoorree  

sslloowwllyy  tthhaann  iinn  tthhee  ootthheerr  ppaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  iissllaanndd,,  yyeett,,  oowwiinngg  llaarrggeellyy  ttoo  tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  

HHiinndduuiissmm  hhaadd  nnoott  ttaakkeenn  ssuucchh  ddeeeepp  rroooott  aammoonngg  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  hheerree  aass  iinn  tthhee  cceennttrree  ooff  

tthhee  iissllaanndd,,  tthhee  vviiccttoorryy  ooff  IIssllaamm  oovveerr  tthhee  hheeaatthheenn  wwoorrsshhiipp  wwhhiicchh  iitt  ssuuppppllaanntteedd  

wwaass  mmoorree  ccoommpplleettee  tthhaann  iinn  tthhee  ddiissttrriiccttss  wwhhiicchh  ccaammee  mmoorree  iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy  uunnddeerr  tthhee  

rruullee  ooff  tthhee  RRaajjaass  ooff  MMaajjaappaahhiitt..  TThhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  llaaww  iiss  hheerree  aa  lliivviinngg  ffoorrccee  aanndd  

tthhee  cciivviilliissaattiioonn  bbrroouugghhtt  iinnttoo  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  ffrroomm  AArraabbiiaa  hhaass  iinntteerrwwoovveenn  iittsseellff  wwiitthh  

tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  aanndd  tthhee  lliiffee  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee;;  aanndd  iitt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  rreemmaarrkkeedd  tthhaatt  aatt  tthhee  

pprreesseenntt  ddaayy  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ooff  tthhee  wweesstt  ooff  JJaavvaa,,  wwhhoo  ssttuuddyy  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  aatt  

aallll  oorr  hhaavvee  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd  tthhee  ppiillggrriimm--..  aaggee  ttoo  MMeeccccaa,,  ffoorrmm  aass  aa  rruullee  tthhee  mmoosstt  

iinntteelllliiggeenntt  aanndd  pprroossppeerroouuss  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn..
33
  

  WWee  hhaavvee  aallrreeaaddyy  sseeeenn  tthhaatt  llaarrggee  sseeccttiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  JJaavvaanneessee  rreemmaaiinneedd  

hheeaatthheenn  ffoorr  cceennttuurriieess  aafftteerr  tthhee  eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  kkiinnggddoommss  iinn  tthhee  

iissllaanndd;;  aatt  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddaayy  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  JJaavvaa,,  wwiitthh  ssoommee  ttrriifflliinngg  

eexxcceeppttiioonnss,,  iiss  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann,,  aanndd  tthhoouugghh  mmaannyy  ssuuppeerrssttiittiioonnss  aanndd  ccuussttoommss  hhaavvee  

ssuurrvviivveedd  aammoonngg  tthheemm  ffrroomm  tthhee  ddaayyss  ooff  tthheeiirr  ppaaggaann  aanncceessttoorrss,,  ssttiillll  tthhee  tteennddeennccyy  

iiss  ccoonnttiinnuuaallllyy  iinn  tthhee  ddiirreeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  gguuiiddaannccee  ooff  tthhoouugghhtt  aanndd  ccoonndduucctt  iinn  

aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  tteeaacchhiinngg  ooff  IIssllaamm..  TThhiiss  lloonngg  wwoorrkk  ooff  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  hhaass  

pprroocceeeeddeedd  ppeeaacceeffuullllyy  aanndd  ggrraadduuaallllyy,,  aanndd  tthhee  ggrroowwtthh  ooff  MMuusslliimm  ssttaatteess  iinn  tthhiiss  

iissllaanndd  bbeelloonnggss  rraatthheerr  ttoo  iittss  ppoolliittiiccaall  tthhaann  ttoo  iittss  rreelliiggiioouuss  hhiissttoorryy,,  ssiinnccee  tthhee  

pprrooggrreessss  ooff  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  hhaass  bbeeeenn  aacchhiieevveedd  bbyy  tthhee  wwoorrkk  rraatthheerr  ooff  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  

tthhaann  ooff  pprriinncceess..  

  WWhhiillee  tthhee  MMuussaallmmaannss  ooff  JJaavvaa  wweerree  pplloottttiinngg  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  HHiinndduu  

GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  aanndd  ttaakkiinngg  tthhee  rruullee  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  iinnttoo  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  hhaannddss  bbyy  ffoorrccee,,  aa  

rreevvoolluuttiioonn  ooff  aa  wwhhoollllyy  ppeeaacceeffuull  cchhaarraacctteerr  wwaass  bbeeiinngg  ccaarrrriieedd  oonn  iinn  ootthheerr  ppaarrttss  ooff  

tthhee  AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  pprreeaacchhiinngg  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  wwhhoo  wweerree  

                                                                                                                                                                                     

((NNiieemmaannnn,,  pp..  334422..))  

11  RRaafffflleess,,  vvooll..  iiii..  pppp..  113322--33..  

22  MMeettzzggeerr,,  pp..  227799..  

33  LL..  WW..  CC..  vvaann..ddeenn  BBeerrgg  ((II)),,  pppp..  3355--66..  CC..  PPooeennsseenn,,  pppp..  33--88..  
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sslloowwllyy  bbuutt  ssuurreellyy  aacchhiieevviinngg  ssuucccceessss  iinn  tthheeiirr  pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  eeffffoorrttss..  LLeett  uuss  ffiirrsstt  ttuurrnn  

oouurr  aatttteennttiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhiiss  pprrooppaaggaannddiisstt  mmoovveemmeenntt  iinn  tthhee  MMoolluuccccaa  

iissllaannddss..  

  TThhee  ttrraaddee  iinn  cclloovveess  mmuusstt  hhaavvee  bbrroouugghhtt  tthhee  MMoolluuccccaass  iinnttoo  ccoonnttaacctt  wwiitthh  tthhee  

iissllaannddeerrss  ooff  tthhee  wweesstteerrnn  hhaallff  ooff  tthhee  AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo  ffrroomm  vveerryy  eeaarrllyy  ttiimmeess,,  aanndd  tthhee  

ccoonnvveerrtteedd  JJaavvaanneessee  aanndd  ootthheerr  MMaallaayyss  wwhhoo  ccaammee  iinnttoo  tthheessee  iissllaannddss  ttoo  ttrraaddee,,  

sspprreeaadd  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh  aammoonngg  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  tthhee  ccooaasstt..
11  

TThhee  ccoommppaanniioonnss  ooff  

MMaaggeellllaann  bbrroouugghhtt  bbaacckk  aa  ccuurriioouuss  ssttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  wwaayy  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthheessee  mmeenn  

iinnttrroodduucceedd  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioouuss  ddooccttrriinneess  aammoonngg  tthhee  MMuulluuccccaannss..  ""  TThhee  kkiinnggss  ooff  tthheessee  

iissllaannddss
22
  aa  ffeeww  yyeeaarrss  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  aarrrriivvaall  ooff  tthhee  SSppaanniiaarrddss  bbeeggaann  ttoo  bbeelliieevvee  iinn  tthhee  

iimmmmoorrttaalliittyy  ooff  tthhee  ssoouull,,  iinndduucceedd  bbyy  nnoo  ootthheerr  aarrgguummeenntt  bbuutt  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  hhaadd  sseeeenn  aa  

vveerryy  bbeeaauuttiiffuull  lliittttllee  bbiirrdd,,  tthhaatt  nneevveerr  sseettttlleedd  oonn  tthhee  eeaarrtthh  nnoorr  oonn  aannyytthhiinngg  tthhaatt  wwaass  

ooff  tthhee  eeaarrtthh,,  aanndd  tthhee  MMaahhoommeettaannss,,  wwhhoo  ttrraaddeedd  aass  mmeerrcchhaannttss  iinn  tthhoossee  iissllaannddss,,  ttoolldd  

tthheemm  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  lliittttllee  bbiirrdd  wwaass  bboorrnn  iinn  ppaarraaddiissee,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  ppaarraaddiissee  iiss  tthhee  ppllaaccee  

wwhheerree  rreesstt  tthhee  ssoouullss  ooff  tthhoossee  tthhaatt  aarree  ddeeaadd..  AAnndd  ffoorr  tthhiiss  rreeaassoonn  tthheessee  sseeiiggnnoorrss  

jjooiinneedd  tthhee  sseecctt  ooff  MMaahhoommeett,,  bbeeccaauussee  iitt  pprroommiisseess  mmaannyy  mmaarrvveelllloouuss  tthhiinnggss  ooff  tthhiiss  

ppllaaccee  ooff  tthhee  ssoouullss..""
33
  

  IIssllaamm  sseeeemmss  ffiirrsstt  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeegguunn  ttoo  mmaakkee  pprrooggrreessss  hheerree  iinn  tthhee  ffiifftteeeenntthh  

cceennttuurryy..  AA  hheeaatthheenn  kkiinngg  ooff  TTiiddoorr  yyiieellddeedd  ttoo  tthhee  ppeerrssuuaassiioonnss  ooff  aann  AArraabb,,  nnaammeedd  

SShhaayykkhh  MMaannṣṣ ūūrr,,  aanndd  eemmbbrraacceedd  IIssllaamm  ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  mmaannyy  ooff  hhiiss  ssuubbjjeeccttss..  TThhee  

hheeaatthheenn  nnaammee  ooff  tthhee  kkiinngg,,  TTjjiirreellii  LLiijjaattuu,,  wwaass  cchhaannggeedd  ttoo  tthhaatt  ooff  JJaammaall  aall--DDiinn,,  

wwhhiillee  hhiiss  eellddeesstt  ssoonn  wwaass  ccaalllleedd  MMaannṣṣ ūūrr  aafftteerr  tthheeiirr  AArraabb  tteeaacchheerr..
44
  IItt  wwaass  tthhee  

llaatttteerr  pprriinnccee  wwhhoo  eenntteerrttaaiinneedd  tthhee  SSppaanniisshh  eexxppeeddiittiioonn  tthhaatt  rreeaacchheedd  TTiiddoorr  iinn  11552211,,  

sshhoorrttllyy  aafftteerr  tthhee  iillll--ffaatteedd  ddeeaatthh  ooff  MMaaggeellllaann..  PPiiggaaffeettttaa,,  tthhee  hhiissttoorriiaann  ooff  tthhiiss  

eexxppeeddiittiioonn,,  ccaallllss  hhiimm  RRaaiiaa  SSuullttaann  MMaauuzzoorr,,  aanndd  ssaayyss  tthhaatt  hhee  wwaass  mmoorree  tthhaann  ffiiffttyy--

ffiivvee  yyeeaarrss  oolldd,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  nnoott  ffiiffttyy  yyeeaarrss  hhaadd  ppaasssseedd  ssiinnccee  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ccaammee  

ttoo  lliivvee  iinn  tthheessee  iissllaannddss..
55
  

  IIssllaamm  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  ggaaiinneedd  aa  ffoooottiinngg  oonn  tthhee  nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  iissllaanndd  ooff  

TTeerrnnaattee  aa  lliittttllee  eeaarrlliieerr..  TThhee  PPoorrttuugguueessee,,  wwhhoo  ccaammee  ttoo  tthhiiss  iissllaanndd  tthhee  ssaammee  yyeeaarr  aass  

tthhee  SSppaanniiaarrddss  rreeaacchheedd  TTiiddoorr,,  wweerree  iinnffoorrmmeedd  bbyy  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  tthhaatt  iitt  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  

iinnttrroodduucceedd  aa  lliittttllee  mmoorree  tthhaann  eeiigghhttyy  yyeeaarrss..
66
  

  AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  PPoorrttuugguueessee  aaccccoouunntt
77
  aallssoo  tthhee  SSuullttaann  ooff  TTeerrnnaattee  wwaass  tthhee  

                                                           

11  DDee  BBaarrrrooss,,  DDeecc..  iiiiii..  LLiivv,,  vv..  CCaapp..  vv..  pppp..  557799--8800..        AArrggeennssoollaa,,  pp..  1111  BB..  

22  AAtt  tthhiiss  ppeerriioodd,,  tthhee  MMoolluuccccaass  wweerree  ffoorr  tthhee  mmoosstt  ppaarrtt  uunnddeerr  tthhee  rruullee  ooff  ffoouurr  pprriinncceess,,  vviizz..  tthhoossee  ooff  TTeerrnnaattee,,  TTiiddoorr,,  

GGiilloolloo  aanndd  BBaattjjaann..  TThhee  ffiirrsstt  wwaass  bbyy  ffaarr  tthhee  mmoosstt  ppoowweerrffuull::  hhiiss  tteerrrriittoorryy  eexxtteennddeedd  oovveerr  TTeerrnnaattee  aanndd  tthhee  

nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  ssmmaallll  iissllaannddss,,  aa  ppoorrttiioonn  ooff  HHaalleemmaahheerraa,,  aa  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  ppaarrtt  ooff  CCeelleebbeess,,  AAmmbbooiinnaa  aanndd  tthhee  BBaannddaa  

iissllaannddss..  TThhee  SSuullttaann  ooff  TTiiddoorr  rruulleedd  oovveerr  TTiiddoorr  aanndd  ssoommee  ssmmaallll  nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  iissllaannddss,,  aa  ppoorrttiioonn  ooff  HHaalleemmaahheerraa,,  tthhee  

iissllaannddss  llyyiinngg  bbeettwweeeenn  iitt  aanndd  NNeeww  GGuuiinneeaa,,  ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  tthhee  wweesstt  ccooaasstt  ooff  tthhee  llaatttteerr  aanndd  aa  ppaarrtt  ooff  CCeerraamm..  TThhee  

tteerrrriittoorryy  ooff  tthhee  SSuullttaann  ooff  GGiilloolloo  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ccoonnffiinneedd  ttoo  tthhee  cceennttrraall  ppaarrtt  ooff  HHaalleemmaahheerraa  aanndd  ttoo  aa  ppaarrtt  ooff  

tthhee  nnoorrtthh  ccooaasstt  ooff  CCeerraamm;;  wwhhiillee  tthhee  SSuullttaann  ooff  BBaattjjaann  rruulleedd  cchhiieeffllyy  oovveerr  tthhee  BBaattjjaann  aanndd  OObbii  ggrroouuppss..  ((DDee  

HHoollllaannddeerr,,  vvooll..  ii..  pp..  55..)) 

33  MMaassssiimmiilliiaannoo  TTrraannssiillvvaannoo..  ((RRaammuussiioo,,  ttoomm..  ii..  pp..  335511  DD..))  

44  PP..  JJ..  BB..  CC..  RRoobbiidd??  vvaann  ddeerr  AAaa,,  pp..  1188..  

55  PPiiggaaffeettttaa,,  ttoommee  ii..  pppp..  336655,,  336688..  

66  ""SSeegguunnddoo  aa  ccoonnttaa  qquuee  eelllleess  ddaamm,,  aaoo  tteemmppoo  qquuee  ooss  nnoossssooss  ddeessccuubbrriirraamm  aaqquueellllaass  IIllhhaass,,  hhaavveerriiaa  ppoouuccoo  mmaaiiss  ddee  

ooiitteennttaa  aannnnooaa,,  qquuee  nneellllaass  ttiinnhhaa  eennttrraaddaa  eessttaa  ppeessttee..""        ((JJ..ddee  BBaarrrrooss::  DDaa  AAssiiaa,,  DDeecc..  iiiiii..LLiivv..  vv..CCaapp..  vv..  pp..  558800..))  

77  DDee  BBaarrrrooss,,  iidd..  iibb..  
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ffiirrsstt  ooff  tthhee  MMuulluuccccaann  cchhiieeffttaaiinnss  wwhhoo  bbeeccaammee  aa  MMuusslliimm..  TThhee  lleeggeenndd  ooff  tthhee  

iinnttrroodduuccttiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinnttoo  tthhiiss  iissllaanndd  tteellllss  hhooww  aa  mmeerrcchhaanntt,,  nnaammeedd  DDaattuu  MMuullllāā  

HHuussaayynn,,  eexxcciitteedd  tthhee  ccuurriioossiittyy  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  bbyy  rreeaaddiinngg  tthhee  QQuurr''āānn  aalloouudd  iinn  tthheeiirr  

pprreesseennccee;;  tthheeyy  ttrriieedd  ttoo  iimmiittaattee  tthhee  cchhaarraacctteerrss  wwrriitttteenn  iinn  tthhee  bbooookk,,  bbuutt  ccoouulldd  nnoott  

rreeaadd  tthheemm,,  ssoo  tthheeyy  aasskkeedd  tthhee  mmeerrcchhaanntt  hhooww  iitt  wwaass  tthhaatt  hhee  ccoouulldd  rreeaadd  tthheemm,,  wwhhiillee  

tthheeyy  ccoouulldd  nnoott;;  hhee  rreepplliieedd  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  mmuusstt  ffiirrsstt  bbeelliieevvee  iinn  GGoodd  aanndd  HHiiss  AAppoossttllee;;  

wwhheerreeuuppoonn  tthheeyy  eexxpprreesssseedd  tthheeiirr  wwiilllliinnggnneessss  ttoo  aacccceepptt  hhiiss  tteeaacchhiinngg,,  aanndd  bbeeccaammee  

ccoonnvveerrtteedd  ttoo  tthhee  ffaaiitthh..
11
  TThhee  SSuullttaann  ooff  TTeerrnnaattee,,  wwhhoo  ooccccuuppiieedd  tthhee  ffoorreemmoosstt  ppllaaccee  

aammoonngg  tthhee  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  rruulleerrss  iinn  tthheessee  iissllaannddss,,  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  mmaaddee  aa  jjoouurrnneeyy  ttoo  

GGrreessiikk,,  iinn  JJaavvaa,,  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  eemmbbrraaccee  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ffaaiitthh  tthheerree,,  iinn  11449955..
22  

HHee  

wwaass  aassssiisstteedd  iinn  hhiiss  pprrooppaaggaannddiisstt  eeffffoorrttss  bbyy  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  PPaattii  PPuuttaahh,,  wwhhoo  hhaadd  mmaaddee  

tthhee  jjoouurrnneeyy  ffrroomm  HHiittuu  iinn  AAmmbbooiinnaa  ttoo  JJaavvaa  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  lleeaarrnn  tthhee  ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  tthhee  

nneeww  ffaaiitthh,,  aanndd  oonn  hhiiss  rreettuurrnn  sspprreeaadd  tthhee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  IIssllaamm  aammoonngg  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  

AAmmbbooiinnaa..
33
  IIssllaamm,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  sseeeemmss  aatt  ffiirrsstt  ttoo  hhaavvee  mmaaddee  bbuutt  ssllooww  pprrooggrreessss,,  aanndd  ttoo  

ttoo  hhaavvee  mmeett  wwiitthh  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  ooppppoossiittiioonn  ffrroomm  tthhoossee  iissllaannddeerrss  wwhhoo  cclluunngg  

zzeeaalloouussllyy  ttoo  tthheeiirr  oolldd  ssuuppeerrssttiittiioonnss  aanndd  mmyytthhoollooggyy,,  ssoo  tthhaatt  tthhee  oolldd  iiddoollaattrryy  

ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ffoorr  ssoommee  ttiimmee  ccrruuddeellyy  mmiixxeedd  uupp  wwiitthh  tthhee  tteeaacchhiinnggss  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann,,  aanndd  

kkeeeeppiinngg  tthhee  mmiinnddss  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  iinn  aa  ppeerrppeettuuaall  ssttaattee  ooff  iinncceerrttiittuuddee..
44
  TThhee  

PPoorrttuugguueessee  ccoonnqquueesstt  aallssoo  mmaaddee  tthhee  pprrooggrreessss  ooff  IIssllaamm  sslloowweerr  tthhaann  iitt  wwoouulldd  

ootthheerrwwiissee  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn..  TThheeyy  ddrroovvee  oouutt  tthhee  QQāāddīī,,  wwhhoomm  tthheeyy  ffoouunndd  iinnssttrruuccttiinngg  tthhee  

ppeeooppllee  iinn  tthhee  ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd,,  aanndd  sspprreeaadd  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  aammoonngg  tthhee  

hheeaatthheenn  ppooppuullaattiioonn  wwiitthh  ssoommee  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee,,  tthhoouugghh  sshhoorrtt--lliivveedd  ssuucccceessss..
55
  FFoorr  

wwhheenn  tthhee  MMuulluuccccaannss  ttooookk  aaddvvaannttaaggee  ooff  tthhee  aatttteennttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  PPoorrttuugguueessee  bbeeiinngg  

ooccccuuppiieedd  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  ddoommeessttiicc  ttrroouubblleess,,  iinn  tthhee  llaatttteerr  hhaallff  ooff  tthhee  ssiixxtteeeenntthh  

cceennttuurryy,,  ttoo  ttrryy  ttoo  sshhaakkee  ooffff  tthheeiirr  ppoowweerr,,  tthheeyy  iinnssttiittuutteedd  aa  ffiieerrccee  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  

aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  mmaannyy  ooff  wwhhoomm  ssuuffffeerreedd  mmaarrttyyrrddoomm,,  aanndd  ootthheerrss  rreeccaanntteedd,,  

ssoo  tthhaatt  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  lloosstt  aallll  tthhee  ggrroouunndd  iitt  hhaadd  ggaaiinneedd,,
66
  aanndd  ffrroomm  tthhiiss  ttiimmee  

oonnwwaarrddss,,  tthhee  ooppppoossiittiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  ppoolliittiiccaall  ddoommiinnaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  sseeccuurreedd  aa  

rreeaaddiieerr  wweellccoommee  ffoorr  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  tteeaacchheerrss  wwhhoo  ccaammee  iinn  iinnccrreeaassiinngg  nnuummbbeerrss  ffrroomm  

tthhee  wweesstt..
77
  TThhee  DDuuttcchh  ccoommpplleetteedd  tthhee  ddeessttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  iinn  tthhee  MMoolluuccccaass  

bbyy  ddrriivviinngg  oouutt  tthhee  SSppaanniisshh  aanndd  PPoorrttuugguueessee  ffrroomm  tthheessee  iissllaannddss  iinn  tthhee  sseevveenntteeeenntthh  

cceennttuurryy,,  wwhheerreeuuppoonn  tthhee  JJeessuuiitt  ffaatthheerrss  ccaarrrriieedd  ooffff  tthhee  ffeeww  rreemmaaiinniinngg  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ooff  

TTeerrnnaattee  wwiitthh  tthheemm  ttoo  tthhee  PPhhiilliippppiinneess..
88
  

  FFrroomm  tthheessee  iissllaannddss  IIssllaamm  sspprreeaadd  iinnttoo  tthhee  rreesstt  ooff  tthhee  MMoolluuccccaass;;  tthhoouugghh  ffoorr  

                                                           

11  SSiimmoonn,,  pp..  1133..  

22  BBookkeemmeeyyeerr,,  pp..  3399..  

33  SSiimmoonn,,  pp..  1133..  

44  AArrggeennssoollaa,,  pppp..  33--44..  

55  IIdd..  pp..  1155  BB..  

66  IIdd..  pppp..  9977,,  9988..  

77  IIdd..  pppp..  115555  aanndd  115588,,  wwhheerree  hhee  ccaallllss  TTeerrnnaattee  ""  eessttee  rreecceeppttaaccuulloo  ddee  sseettaass,,  ddoonnddee  ttiieenneenn  eessccuueellaa  ttooddaass  llaass  

aappoossttaassiiaass;;  yy  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrmmeennttee  llooss  ttoorrppeess  sseeqquuaazzeess  ddee  MMoohhoommaa..  YY  ddeessddee  eell  aannnnoo..ddee  mmiill  yy  qquuiinniieennttooss  yy  oocchheennttaa  yy  

cciinnccoo,,  eenn  qquuee  llooss  HHoollaannddeesseess  tteennttaarroonn  aaqquueellllooss  mmaarreess,,  hhaassttaa  eessttee  ttiieemmppoo  nnoo  hhaann  cceessssaaddoo  ddee  ttrraaeerr  sseeccttaarriieess,,  yy  

ccaappiittaanneess  ppyyrraattaass..  EEssttooss  lllleevvaann  llaass  rriiqquueezzaass  ddee  AAssssiiaa,,  yy  eenn  ssoo  lluuggaarr  ddeexxaann  aaqquueellllaa  ffaallssaa  ddoottrriinnaa,,  ccoonn  qquuee  hhaazzeenn  

iinnffrruuttuuoossaa  llaa  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ddee  ttaannttaass  aallmmaass..""  

88  TThheeiirr  ddeesscceennddaannttss  aarree  ssttiillll  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  iinn  tthhee  pprroovviinnccee  ooff  CCaavviitt??  iinn  tthhee  iissllaanndd  ooff  LLuuzzoonn..  ((CCrraawwffuurrdd  ((II)),,  pp..  8855..))  
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ssoommee  ttiimmee  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss  wweerree  ccoonnffiinneedd  ttoo  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  tthhee  ccooaasstt..
11
  MMoosstt  

ooff  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrttss  ccaammee  ffrroomm  aammoonngg  tthhee  MMaallaayyss,,  wwhhoo  ccoommppoossee  tthhee  wwhhoollee  

ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ssmmaalllleerr  iissllaannddss,,  bbuutt  iinnhhaabbiitt  tthhee  ccooaasstt--llaannddss  oonnllyy  ooff  tthhee  llaarrggeerr  

oonneess,,  tthhee  iinntteerriioorr  bbeeiinngg  iinnhhaabbiitteedd  bbyy  AAllffuurrss,,  BBuutt  ccoonnvveerrttss  iinn  llaatteerr  ttiimmeess  wweerree  

ddrraawwnn  ffrroomm  aammoonngg  tthhee  llaatttteerr  aallssoo..
22
  EEvveenn  ssoo  eeaarrllyy  aass  11552211,,  tthheerree  wwaass  aa  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  kkiinngg  ooff  GGiilloolloo,,  aa  kkiinnggddoomm  oonn  tthhee  wweesstteerrnn  ssiiddee  ooff  tthhee  nnoorrtthheerrnn  

lliimmbb  ooff  tthhee  iissllaanndd  ooff  HHaalleemmaahheerraa..
33
  IInn  mmooddeerrnn  ttiimmeess  tthhee  eexxiisstteennccee  ooff  cceerrttaaiinn  

rreegguullaattiioonnss,,  ddeevviisseedd  ffoorr  tthhee  bbeenneeffiitt  ooff  tthhee  ssttaattee--rreelliiggiioonn,,  hhaass  ffaacciilliittaatteedd  ttoo  ssoommee  

eexxtteenntt  tthhee  pprrooggrreessss  ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  rreelliiggiioonn  aammoonngg  tthhee  AAllffuurrss  ooff  tthhee  

mmaaiinnllaanndd,,  ee..  gg..  iiff  aannyy  oonnee  ooff  tthheemm  iiss  ddiissccoovveerreedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  hhaadd  iilllliicciitt  iinntteerrccoouurrssee  

wwiitthh  aa  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ggiirrll,,  hhee  mmuusstt  mmaarrrryy  hheerr  aanndd  bbeeccoommee  aa  MMuusslliimm;;  aannyy  ooff  tthhee  

AAllffuurr  wwoommeenn  wwhhoo  mmaarrrryy  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  mmuusstt  eemmbbrraaccee  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  tthheeiirr  

hhuussbbaannddss;;  ooffffeenncceess  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  llaaww  mmaayy  bbee  aattoonneedd  ffoorr  bbyy  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ttoo  IIssllaamm;;  

aanndd  iinn  ffiilllliinngg  uupp  aannyy  vvaaccaannccyy  tthhaatt  mmaayy  hhaappppeenn  ttoo  ooccccuurr  aammoonngg  tthhee  cchhiieeffss,,  lleessss  

rreeggaarrdd  iiss  ppaaiidd  ttoo  tthhee  llaawwffuull  ccllaaiimmss  ooff  aa  ccaannddiiddaattee  tthhaann  ttoo  hhiiss  rreeaaddiinneessss  ttoo  bbeeccoommee  

aa  MMuussaallmmaann..
44
  

  SSiimmiillaarrllyy,,  IIssllaamm  iinn  BBoorrnneeoo  iiss  mmoossttllyy  ccoonnffiinneedd  ttoo  tthhee  ccooaasstt,,  aalltthhoouugghh  iitt  hhaadd  

ggaaiinneedd  aa  ffoooottiinngg  iinn  tthhee  iissllaanndd  aass  eeaarrllyy  aass  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  ssiixxtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy..  

AAbboouutt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee,,  iitt  wwaass  aaddoopptteedd  bbyy  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  BBaannjjaarrmmaassiinn,,  aa  kkiinnggddoomm  oonn  tthhee  

ssoouutthheerrnn  ssiiddee,,  wwhhiicchh  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ttrriibbuuttaarryy  ttoo  tthhee  HHiinndduu  kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  MMaajjaappaahhiitt,,  

uunnttiill  iittss  oovveerrtthhrrooww  iinn  11447788;;
55
    tthheeyy  oowweedd  tthheeiirr  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ttoo  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ssttaatteess  tthhaatt  rroossee  oonn  tthhee  rruuiinnss  ooff  tthhee  llaatttteerr..
66
  TThhee  ssttoorryy  iiss  tthhaatt  tthhee  

ppeeooppllee  ooff  BBaannjjaarrmmaassiinn  aasskkeedd  ffoorr  aassssiissttaannccee  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  ssuupppprreessssiioonn  ooff  aa  rreevvoolltt,,  

aanndd  tthhaatt  iitt  wwaass  ggiivveenn  oonn  ccoonnddiittiioonn  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  aaddoopptteedd  tthhee  nneeww  rreelliiggiioonn;;  

wwhheerreeuuppoonn  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ccaammee  oovveerr  ffrroomm  JJaavvaa,,  ssuupppprreesssseedd  tthhee  

rreevvoolltt  aanndd  eeffffeecctteedd  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ooff  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn..
77
  OOnn  tthhee  nnoorrtthh--wweesstt  ccooaasstt,,  tthhee  

SSppaanniiaarrddss  ffoouunndd  aa  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  kkiinngg  aatt  BBrruunnaaii,,  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  rreeaacchheedd  tthhiiss  ppllaaccee  iinn  

11552211..
88
      AA  lliittttllee  llaatteerr,,  11555500,,  iitt  wwaass  iinnttrroodduucceedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  SSuukkaaddaannaa,,

99
  iinn  

iinn  tthhee  wweesstteerrnn  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  iissllaanndd,,  bbyy  AArraabbss  ccoommiinngg  ffrroomm  PPaalleemmbbaanngg  iinn  SSuummaattrraa..
1100

  

TThhee  rreeiiggnniinngg  kkiinngg  rreeffuusseedd  ttoo  aabbaannddoonn  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  hhiiss  ffaatthheerrss,,  bbuutt  dduurriinngg  tthhee  ffoorrttyy  

yyeeaarrss  tthhaatt  eellaappsseedd  bbeeffoorree  hhiiss  ddeeaatthh  ((iinn  11559900)),,  tthhee  nneeww  rreelliiggiioonn  aappppeeaarrss  ttoo  hhaavvee  

mmaaddee  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  pprrooggrreessss..  HHiiss  ssuucccceessssoorr  bbeeccaammee  aa  MMuussaallmmaann  aanndd  mmaarrrriieedd  tthhee  

ddaauugghhtteerr  ooff  aa  pprriinnccee  ooff  aa  nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  iissllaanndd,,  iinn  wwhhiicchh  aappppaarreennttllyy  IIssllaamm  hhaadd  

bbeeeenn  lloonngg  eessttaabblliisshheedd;;
1111

  ddaarriinngg  hhiiss  rreeiiggnn,,  aa  ttrraavveelllleerr,,
11
  wwhhoo  vviissiitteedd  tthhee  iissllaanndd  iinn  

                                                           

11  WW..  FF..  AAnnddrriieesssseenn,,  pp..  222222..  

22  TT..  FFoorrrreesstt,,  pp..  6688..  

33  PPiiggaaffeettttaa..        ((RRaammuussiioo,,  vvooll..  ii  pp..  336666..))  

44  CCaammppeenn,,  pp..  334466..        KKoolloonniiaaaall  VVeerrssllaagg  vvaann  11991100,,  pp..  5566;;  11991111,,  pp..  5522..  

55  DDuullaauurriieerr,,  pp..  552288..  

66  DDaammaakk,,  oonn  tthhee  nnoorrtthh  ccooaasstt  ooff  JJaavvaa,,  ooppppoossiittee  tthhee  wwrraatthh  ooff  BBoorrnneeoo..  

77  HHaaggeemmaann..  pppp..  223366--99  

88  PPiiggaaffeettttaa..  ((RRaammuussiioo,,  ttoomm..  ii..  pppp..  336633--44..))  

99  TThhiiss  kkiinnggddoomm  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ffoouunnddeedd  bbyy  aa  ccoolloonnyy  ffrroomm  tthhee  HHiinndduu  kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  MMaajjaappaahhiitt  ((DDee  HHoollllaannddeerr,,  vvooLL  iiii..  pp..  

6677)),,  aanndd  wwoouulldd  nnaattuurraallllyy  hhaavvee  ccoommee  uunnddeerr  MMuusslliimm  iinnfflluueennccee  aafftteerr  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  JJaavvaanneessee..  

1100  DDoozzyy  ((II)),,  pp..  338866..  

1111  VVeetthh  ((22)),,  vvooll  ii..  pp..  119933..  
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11660000,,  ssppeeaakkss  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaanniissmm  aass  bbeeiinngg  aa  ccoommmmoonn  rreelliiggiioonn  aalloonngg  tthhee  ccooaasstt..  

TThhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  tthhee  iinntteerriioorr,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  hhee  tteellllss  uuss,,  wweerree  aallll  iiddoollaatteerrss——aass  

iinnddeeeedd  tthheeyy  rreemmaaiinn  ffoorr  tthhee  mmoosstt  ppaarrtt  ttoo  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddaayy..  TThhee  pprrooggrreessss    ooff  IIssllaamm    

iinn    tthhee    kkiinnggddoomm    ooff  SSuukkaaddaannaa  sseeeemmss  nnooww  ttoo  hhaavvee  ddrraawwnn  tthhee  aatttteennttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

cceennttrree  ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  wwoorrlldd  ttoo  tthhiiss  ddiissttaanntt  ssppoott,,  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  rreeiiggnn  ooff  tthhee  

nneexxtt  pprriinnccee,,  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  SShhaayykkhh  SShhaammss  aall--DDīīnn  ccaammee  ffrroomm  MMeeccccaa  bbrriinnggiinngg  wwiitthh  hhiimm  

aa  pprreesseenntt  ooff  aa  ccooppyy  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''āānn  aanndd  aa  llaarrggee  hhyyaacciinntthh  rriinngg,,  ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  aa  lleetttteerr  

iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthhiiss  ddeeffeennddeerr  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  rreecceeiivveedd  tthhee  hhoonnoouurraabbllee  ttiittllee  ooff  SSuullttaann  

MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  ṢṢ aaffīī  aall--DDīīnn..
22
  

  IInn  tthhee  llaatttteerr  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  eeiigghhtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  iinnllaanndd  ttrriibbeess,,  ccaalllleedd  

tthhee  IIddaaaannss,,  ddwweelllliinngg  iinn  tthhee  iinntteerriioorr  ooff  nnoorrtthh  BBoorrnneeoo,,  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  llooookkeedd  uuppoonn  

tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ooff  tthhee  ccooaasstt  wwiitthh  vveerryy  ggrreeaatt  rreessppeecctt,,  aass  hhaavviinngg  aa  rreelliiggiioonn  

wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  tthheemmsseellvveess  hhaadd  nnoott  yyeett  ggoott..
33
  DDaallrryymmppllee,,  wwhhoo  oobbttaaiinneedd  hhiiss  

iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  tthhee  IIddaaaannss  ooff  BBoorrnneeoo  dduurriinngg  hhiiss  vviissiitt  ttoo  SSuulluu  ffrroomm  11776611  ttoo  11776644,,  

tteellllss  uuss  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  ""  eenntteerrttaaiinn  aa  jjuusstt  rreeggrreett  ooff  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  iiggnnoorraannccee,,  aanndd  aa  mmeeaann  iiddeeaa  

ooff  tthheemmsseellvveess  oonn  tthhaatt  aaccccoouunntt;;  ffoorr,,  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  ccoommee  iinnttoo  tthhee  hhoouusseess,,  oorr  vveesssseellss,,  

ooff  tthhee  MMaahhoommeettaannss,,  tthheeyy  ppaayy  tthheemm  tthhee  uuttmmoosstt  vveenneerraattiioonn,,  aass  ssuuppeerriioorr  

iinntteelllliiggeenncceess,,  wwhhoo  kknnooww  tthheeiirr  CCrreeaattoorr;;  tthheeyy  wwiillll  nnoott  ssiitt  ddoowwnn  wwhheerree  tthhee  

MMaahhoommeettaannss  sslleeeepp,,  nnoorr  wwiillll  tthheeyy  ppuutt  tthheeiirr  ffiinnggeerrss  iinnttoo  tthhee  ssaammee  cchhuunnaamm,,  oorr  bbeetteell  

bbooxx,,  bbuutt  rreecceeiivvee  aa  ppoorrttiioonn  wwiitthh  tthhee  uuttmmoosstt  hhuummiilliittyy,,  aanndd  iinn  eevveerryy  iinnssttaannccee  

ddeennoottee,,  wwiitthh  tthhee  mmoosstt  aabbjjeecctt  aattttiittuuddeess  aanndd  ggeessttuurree,,  tthhee  vveenneerraattiioonn  tthheeyy  eenntteerrttaaiinn  

ffoorr  aa  GGoodd  uunnkknnoowwnn,,  iinn  tthhee  rreessppeecctt  tthheeyy  ppaayy  ttoo  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  aa  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  

HHiimm..""
44
  TThheessee  ppeeooppllee  aappppeeaarr  ssiinnccee  tthhaatt  ttiimmee  ttoo  hhaavvee  eemmbbrraacceedd  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  

ffaaiitthh,,
55
  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  nnuummeerroouuss  iinnssttaanncceess  ooff  tthhee  ppoowweerrffuull  iimmpprreessssiioonn  tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  

pprroodduucceess  uuppoonn  ttrriibbeess  tthhaatt  aarree  llooww  ddoowwnn  iinn  tthhee  ssccaallee  ooff  cciivviilliissaattiioonn..  FFrroomm  ttiimmee  ttoo  

ttiimmee  ootthheerr  aacccceessssiioonnss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ggaaiinneedd  iinn  tthhee  ppeerrssoonnss  ooff  tthhee  nnuummeerroouuss  ccoolloonniissttss,,  

AArraabbss,,  BBuuggiiss  aanndd  MMaallaayyss,,  aass  wweellll  aass  CChhiinneessee  ((wwhhoo  hhaavvee  hhaadd  sseettttlleemmeennttss  hheerree  

ssiinnccee  tthhee  sseevveenntthh  cceennttuurryy)),,
66
  aanndd  ooff  tthhee  ssllaavveess  iinnttrroodduucceedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  iissllaanndd  ffrroomm  

ddiiffffeerreenntt  ccoouunnttrriieess;;  ssoo  tthhaatt  aatt  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddaayy  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ooff  BBoorrnneeoo  aarree  aa  

vveerryy  mmiixxeedd  rraaccee..
77
  MMaannyy  ooff  tthheessee  ffoorreeiiggnneerrss  wweerree  ssttiillll  hheeaatthheenn  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  ffiirrsstt  

ccaammee  ttoo  BBoorrnneeoo,,  aanndd  ooff  aa  hhiigghheerr  cciivviilliissaattiioonn  tthhaann  tthhee  DDyyaakkss  wwhhoomm  tthheeyy  

ccoonnqquueerreedd  oorr  ddrroovvee  iinnttoo  tthhee  iinntteerriioorr,,  wwhheerree  tthheeyy  mmoossttllyy  ssttiillll  rreemmaaiinn  hheeaatthheenn,,  

eexxcceepptt  iinn  tthhee  wweesstteerrnn  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  iissllaanndd,,  iinn  wwhhiicchh  ffrroomm  ttiimmee  ttoo  ttiimmee  ssmmaallll  ttrriibbeess  

ooff  DDyyaakkss  eemmbbrraaccee  IIssllaamm..
88
  WWhheenn  tthhee  ppaaggaann  DDyyaakkss  cchhaannggee  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh,,  iitt  iiss  mmoorree  

ccoommmmoonnllyy  tthhee  ccaassee  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  yyiieelldd  ttoo  tthhee  ppeerrssuuaassiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  rraatthheerr  

tthhaann  ttoo  tthhoossee  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  mmiissssiioonnaarryy,,  oorr,,  hhaavviinngg  ffiirrsstt  eemmbbrraacceedd  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  

                                                                                                                                                                                     

11  OOlliivviieerr  ddee  NNoooorrtt..      ((HHiissttooiirree  gg??nn??rraattee  ddeess  vvooyyaaggeess,,  vvooll..  xxiivv..  pp    222255  ))  ((TThhee  HHaagguuee,,  11775566..))  

22  ii..ee..  PPuurree  iinn  RReelliiggiioonn;;  hhee  ddiieedd  aabboouutt  11667777;;  hhiiss  ffaatthheerr  ddooeess  nnoott  sseeeemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  ttaakkeenn  aa  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  nnaammee,,  aatt  lleeaasstt  

hhee  iiss  oonnllyy  kknnoowwnn  bbyy  hhiiss  hheeaatthheenn  nnaammee  ooff  PPaanneemmbbaahhaann  GGiirrii--KKnnssuummaa..  ((NNeettsscchheerr,,  pppp..  1144--1155..)) 

33  TThhoommaass  FFoorrrreesstt,,  pp..  337711..  

44  EEssssaayy  ttoowwaarrddss  aann  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  SSuulluu,,  pp..  555577..  

55  BB..  PPaanncciieerraa,,  pp..  116611..  

66  JJ..  HHaaggeemmaann,,  pp..  222244..  

77  VVeetthh  ((22)),,  vvooll..  ii..  pp..  117799..  

88  DDee  HHoollllaannddeerr,,  vvooll..  iiii..  pp..  6611..  
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tthheeyy  tthheenn  ppaassss  oovveerr  ttoo  IIssllaamm,,  aanndd  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  aarree  mmaakkiinngg  zzeeaalloouuss  eeffffoorrttss  

ttoo  wwiinn  ccoonnvveerrttss  bbootthh  ffrroomm  aammoonngg  tthhee  hheeaatthheenn  aanndd  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  DDyyaakkss..
11
  

  IInn  tthhee  iissllaanndd  ooff  CCeelleebbeess  wwee  ffiinndd  aa  ssiimmiillaarr  ssllooww  ggrroowwtthh  ooff  tthhee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  rreelliiggiioonn,,  ttaakkiinngg  iittss  rriissee  aammoonngg  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  tthhee  ccooaasstt  aanndd  sslloowwllyy  

mmaakkiinngg  iittss  wwaayy  iinnttoo  tthhee  iinntteerriioorr..  OOnnllyy  tthhee  mmoorree  cciivviilliisseedd  ppoorrttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  hhaass,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  aaddoopptteedd  IIssllaamm;;  tthhiiss  iiss  mmaaiinnllyy  ddiivviiddeedd  iinnttoo  ttwwoo  ttrriibbeess,,  

tthhee  MMaaccaassssaarrss  aanndd  tthhee  BBuuggiiss,,  wwhhoo  iinnhhaabbiitt  tthhee  ssoouutthh--wweesstt  ppeenniinnssuullaa,,  tthhee  llaatttteerr,,  

hhoowweevveerr,,  aallssoo  ffoorrmmiinngg  aa  llaarrggee  pprrooppoorrttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ccooaasstt  ppooppuullaattiioonn  oonn  tthhee  ootthheerr  

ppeenniinnssuullaass..  TThhee  iinntteerriioorr  ooff  tthhee  iissllaanndd,,  eexxcceepptt  iinn  tthhee  ssoouutthh--wweesstt  ppeenniinnssuullaa  wwhheerree  

nneeaarrllyy  aallll  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  aarree  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann,,  iiss  ssttiillll  hheeaatthheenn  aanndd  iiss  ppooppuullaatteedd  

cchhiieeffllyy  bbyy  tthhee  AAllffuurrss,,  aa  rraaccee  llooww  iinn  tthhee  ssccaallee  ooff  cciivviilliissaattiioonn,,  wwhhoo  aallssoo  ffoorrmm  tthhee  

mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  tthhee  nnoorrtthh,,  tthhee  eeaasstt  aanndd  tthhee  ssoouutthh--eeaasstt  ppeenniinnssuullaass;;  aatt  

tthhee  eexxttrreemmiittyy  ooff  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ooff  tthheessee  ppeenniinnssuullaass,,  iinn  MMiinnaahhaassssaa,,  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  iinn  llaarrggee  

nnuummbbeerrss  bbeeeenn  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  ttoo  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy;;  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ddiidd  nnoott  mmaakkee  tthheeiirr  

wwaayy  hhiitthheerr  uunnttiill  aafftteerr  tthhee  PPoorrttuugguueessee  hhaadd  ggaaiinneedd  aa  ffiirrmm  ffoooottiinngg  iinn  tthhiiss  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  

iissllaanndd,,  aanndd  tthhee  AAllffuurrss  wwhhoomm  tthheeyy  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  ttoo  RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliicciissmm  wweerree  ttuurrnneedd  

iinnttoo  PPrrootteessttaannttss  bbyy  tthhee  DDuuttcchh,,  wwhhoossee  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  hhaavvee  llaabboouurreedd  iinn  MMiinnaahhaassssaa  

wwiitthh  vveerryy  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  ssuucccceessss..  BBuutt  IIssllaamm  iiss  sslloowwllyy  mmaakkiinngg  iittss  wwaayy  aammoonngg  tthhee  

hheeaatthheenn  ttrriibbeess  ooff  AAllffuurrss  iinn  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ppaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  iissllaanndd,,  bbootthh  iinn  tthhee  ddiissttrriiccttss  

ddiirreeccttllyy  aaddmmiinniisstteerreedd  bbyy  tthhee  DDuuttcchh  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt,,  aanndd  tthhoossee  uunnddeerr  tthhee  rruullee  ooff  

nnaattiivvee  cchhiieeffss..
22
  

  WWhheenn  tthhee  PPoorrttuugguueessee  ffiirrsstt  vviissiitteedd  tthhee  iissllaanndd  aabboouutt  11554400,,  tthheeyy  ffoouunndd  oonnllyy  aa  

ffeeww  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ssttrraannggeerrss  iinn  GGoowwaa,,  tthhee  ccaappiittaall  ooff  tthhee  MMaaccaassssaarr  kkiinnggddoomm,,  tthhee  

nnaattiivveess  bbeeiinngg  ssttiillll  uunnccoonnvveerrtteedd,,  aanndd  iitt  wwaass  nnoott  uunnttiill  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  sseevveenn--

tteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  bbeeggaann  ttoo  bbee  ggeenneerraallllyy  aaddoopptteedd  aammoonngg  tthheemm..  TThhee  

hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  mmoovveemmeenntt  iiss  eessppeecciiaallllyy  iinntteerreessttiinngg,,  aass  wwee  hhaavvee  hheerree  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ffeeww  

ccaasseess  iinn  wwhhiicchh  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  aanndd  IIssllaamm  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ccoommppeettiinngg  ffoorr  tthhee  aalllleeggiiaannccee  ooff  

hheeaatthheenn  ppeeooppllee..  OOnnee  ooff  tthhee  iinncciiddeennttss  iinn  tthhiiss  ccoonntteesstt  iiss  tthhuuss  aaddmmiirraabbllyy  ttoolldd  bbyy  aann  

oolldd  ccoommppiilleerr::  ""  TThhee  ddiissccoovveerryy  ooff  ssoo  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  aa  ccoouunnttrryy  wwaass  llooookkeedd  uuppoonn  bbyy  

tthhee  PPoorrttuugguueessee  aass  aa  MMaatttteerr  ooff  GGrreeaatt  CCoonnsseeqquueennccee,,  aanndd  MMeeaassuurreess  wweerree  ttaakkeenn  ttoo  

sseeccuurree  tthhee  AAffffeeccttiioonnss  ooff  tthhoossee  wwhhoomm  iitt  wwaass  nnoott  ffoouunndd  eeaassyy  ttoo  ccoonnqquueerr;;  bbuutt,,  oonn  

tthhee  ootthheerr  hhaanndd,,  ccaappaabbllee  ooff  bbeeiinngg  oobblliiggeedd,,  oorr  rreennddeerreedd  uusseeffuull,,  aass  tthheeiirr  aalllliieess,,  bbyy  

ggoooodd  uussaaggee..  TThhee  PPeeooppllee  wweerree  mmuucchh  bbrraavveerr,,  aanndd  wwiitthhaall  hhaadd  mmuucchh  bbeetttteerr  SSeennssee  

tthhaann  mmoosstt  ooff  tthhee  IInnddiiaannss;;  aanndd  tthheerreeffoorree,,  aafftteerr  aa  lliittttllee  CCoonnvveerrssaattiioonn  wwiitthh  tthhee  

EEuurrooppeeaannss,,  tthheeyy  bbeeggaann,,  iinn  ggeenneerraall,,  ttoo  ddiisscceerrnn  tthhaatt  tthheerree  wwaass  nnoo  SSeennssee  oorr  

MMeeaanniinngg  iinn  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  RReelliiggiioonn;;  aanndd  tthhee  ffeeww  ooff  tthheemm  wwhhoo  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  mmaaddee  

CChhrriissttiiaannss  bbyy  tthhee  ccaarree  ooff  DDoonn  AAnnttoonniioo  GGaallvvaannoo  ((GGoovveerrnnoorr  ooff  tthhee  MMoolluuccccaass)),,  

wweerree  nnoott  ssoo  tthhoorroouugghhllyy  iinnssttrruucctteedd  tthheemmsseellvveess  aass  ttoo  bbee  aabbllee  ttoo  tteeaacchh  tthheemm  aa  nneeww  

FFaaiitthh..  TThhee  wwhhoollee  PPeeooppllee,,  iinn  ggeenneerraall,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  ddiissccllaaiimmeedd  tthheeiirr  oolldd  SSuuppeerrssttiittiioonnss,,  

aanndd  bbeeccaammee  DDeeiissttss  aatt  oonnccee;;  bbuutt,,  nnoott  ssaattiissffiieedd  wwiitthh  tthhiiss,,  tthheeyy  ddeetteerrmmiinneedd  ttoo  sseenndd,,  

                                                           

11  CCoooollssmmaa,,  pp..  555566..  KKoolloonniiaaaall  VVeerrssllaagg  vvaann  11991111,,  pppp..  3388,,  4411;;  11991122,,  pp..  3300..  

22  MMeedd..  NNeedd..  ZZeennddeelliinnggggeenn,,  vvooll..  xxxxxxiiii..  pp..  117777;;  vvooll..  xxxxxxiivv..  pp..  117700.. 
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aatt  tthhee  ssaammee  ttiimmee,,  ttoo  MMaallaaccccaa  aanndd  ttoo  AAcchhiinn,,
11
  ttoo  ddeessiirree  ffrroomm  tthhee  oonnee,,  CChhrriissttiiaann  

PPrriieessttss;;  aanndd  ffrroomm  tthhee  ootthheerr,,  DDooccttoorrss  ooff  tthhee  MMoohhaammmmeeddaann  LLaaww;;  rreessoollvviinngg  ttoo  

eemmbbrraaccee  tthhee  RReelliiggiioonn  ooff  tthhoossee  TTeeaacchheerrss  wwhhoo  ccaammee  ffiirrsstt  aammoonngg  tthheemm..  TThhee  

PPoorrttuuggeezzee  hhaavvee  hhiitthheerrttoo  bbeeeenn  eesstteeeemmeedd  zzeeaalloouuss  eennoouugghh  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  RReelliiggiioonn;;  bbuutt  iitt  

sseeeemmss  tthhaatt  DDoonn  RRuuiiss  PPeerreerraa,,  wwhhoo  wwaass  tthheenn  GGoovveerrnnoorr  ooff  MMaallaaccccaa,,  wwaass  aa  lliittttllee  

ddeeffiicciieenntt  iinn  hhiiss  CCoonncceerrnn  ffoorr  tthhee  FFaaiitthh,,  ssiinnccee  hhee  mmaaddee  aa  ggrreeaatt  aanndd  vveerryy  

uunnnneecceessssaarryy  ddeellaayy  iinn  sseennddiinngg  tthhee  PPrriieessttss  tthhaatt  wweerree  ddeessiirreedd..  OOnn  tthhee  ootthheerr  hhaanndd,,  

tthhee  QQuueeeenn  ooff  AAcchhiinn  bbeeiinngg  aa  ffuurriioouuss  MMoohhaammmmeeddaann  nnoo  ssoooonneerr  rreecceeiivveedd  aann  

AAccccoouunntt  ooff  tthhiiss  DDiissppoossiittiioonn  iinn  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  tthhee  IIssllaanndd  ooff  CCeelleebbeess  tthhaann  sshhee  

iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy  ddiissppaattcchheedd  aa  vveesssseell  ffuullll  ooff  DDooccttoorrss  ooff  tthhee  LLaaww,,  wwhhoo  iinn  aa  sshhoorrtt  ttiimmee,,  

eessttaabblliisshheedd  tthheeiirr  RReelliiggiioonn  eeffffeeccttuuaallllyy  aammoonngg  tthhee  IInnhhaabbiittaannttss..  SSoommee  ttiimmee  aafftteerr  

ccaammee  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  PPrriieessttss,,  aanndd  iinnvveeiigghheedd  bbiitttteerrllyy  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  LLaaww  ooff  

MMoohhaammmmeedd  bbuutt  ttoo  nnoo  PPuurrppoossee;;  tthhee  PPeeooppllee  ooff  CCeelleebbeess  hhaadd  mmaaddee  tthheeiirr  CChhooiiccee,,  

aanndd  tthheerree  wwaass  nnoo  PPoossssiibbiilliittyy  ooff  bbrriinnggiinngg  tthheemm  ttoo  aalltteerr  iitt..  OOnnee  ooff  tthhee  KKiinnggss  ooff  tthhee  

IIssllaanndd,,  iinnddeeeedd,,  wwhhoo  hhaadd  bbeeffoorree  eemmbbrraacceedd  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy,,  ppeerrssiisstteedd  iinn  tthhee  FFaaiitthh,,  aanndd  

mmoosstt  ooff  hhiiss  SSuubbjjeeccttss  wweerree  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  ttoo  iitt;;  bbuutt  ssttiillll,,  tthhee  BBuullkk  ooff  tthhee  PPeeooppllee  ooff  

CCeelleebbeess  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  MMoohhaammmmeeddaannss,,  aanndd  aarree  ssoo  ttoo  tthhiiss  DDaayy,,  aanndd  tthhee  ggrreeaatteesstt  

ZZeeaalloottss  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  RReelliiggiioonn  ooff  aannyy  iinn  tthhee  IInnddiieess..""
22
    

  TThhiiss  eevveenntt  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  ooccccuurrrreedd  iinn  tthhee  yyeeaarr  11660033..
33
  TThhee  ffrreeqquueenntt  

rreeffeerreenncceess  ttoo  iitt  iinn  ccoonntteemmppoorraarryy  lliitteerraattuurree  mmaakkee  iitt  iimmppoossssiibbllee  ttoo  ddoouubbtt  tthhee  

ggeennuuiinneenneessss  ooff  tthhee  ssttoorryy..
44  

IInn  tthhee  lliittttllee  pprriinncciippaalliittyy  ooff  TTaalllloo,,  ttoo  tthhee  nnoorrtthh  ooff  GGoowwaa,,  

wwiitthh  wwhhiicchh  iitt  hhaass  aallwwaayyss  bbeeeenn  ccoonnffeeddeerraatteedd,,  iiss  ssttiillll  ttoo  bbee  sseeeenn  tthhee  ttoommbb  ooff  oonnee  ooff  

tthhee  mmoosstt  ffaammoouuss  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  ttoo  tthhee  MMaaccaassssaarrss,,  bbyy  nnaammee  KKhhaaṭṭ īībb  TTuunnggaall..  TThhee  

pprriinnccee  ooff  tthhiiss  ssttaattee,,  aafftteerr  hhiiss  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  pprroovveedd  hhiimmsseellff  aa  mmoossttzzeeaalloouuss  cchhaammppiioonn  

ooff  tthhee  nneeww  ffaaiitthh,,  aanndd  iitt  wwaass  tthhrroouugghh  hhiiss  iinnfflluueennccee  tthhaatt  iitt  wwaass  ggeenneerraallllyy  aaddoopptteedd  

bbyy  aallll  tthhee  ttrriibbeess  ssppeeaakkiinngg  tthhee  MMaaccaassssaarr  llaanngguuaaggee..  TThhee  sseeqquueell  ooff  tthhee  mmoovveemmeenntt  iiss  

nnoott  ooff  ssoo  ppeeaacceeffuull  aa  cchhaarraacctteerr..  TThhee  MMaaccaassssaarrss  wweerree  ccaarrrriieedd  aawwaayy  bbyy  tthheeiirr  zzeeaall  

ffoorr  tthheeiirr  nneewwllyy  aaddoopptteedd  ffaaiitthh,,  ttoo  mmaakkee  aann  aatttteemmpptt  ttoo  ffoorrccee  iitt  oonn  tthheeiirr  nneeiigghhbboouurrss  

tthhee  BBuuggiiss..  TThhee  kkiinngg  ooff  GGoowwaa  mmaaddee  aann  ooffffeerr  ttoo  tthhee  kkiinngg  ooff  BBoonnii  ttoo  ccoonnssiiddeerr  hhiimm  

iinn  aallll  rreessppeeccttss  aass  aann  eeqquuaall  iiff  hhee  wwoouulldd  wwoorrsshhiipp  tthhee  oonnee  ttrruuee  GGoodd..  TThhee  llaatttteerr  

ccoonnssuulltteedd  hhiiss  ppeeooppllee  oonn  tthhee  mmaatttteerr,,  wwhhoo  ssaaiidd,,  ""  WWee  hhaavvee  nnoott  yyeett  ffoouugghhtt,,  wwee  hhaavvee  

nnoott  yyeett  bbeeeenn  ccoonnqquueerreedd..""  TThheeyy  ttrriieedd  tthhee  iissssuuee  ooff  aa  bbaattttllee  aanndd  wweerree  ddeeffeeaatteedd..  TThhee  

kkiinngg  aaccccoorrddiinnggllyy  bbeeccaammee  aa  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  aanndd  bbeeggaann  oonn  hhiiss  oowwnn  aaccccoouunntt  ttoo  

aatttteemmpptt  bbyy  ffoorrccee  ttoo  iimmppoossee  hhiiss  oowwnn  bbeelliieeff  oonn  hhiiss  ssuubbjjeeccttss  aanndd  oonn  tthhee  ssmmaalllleerr  

ssttaatteess,,  hhiiss  nneeiigghhbboouurrss..  SSttrraannggee  ttoo  ssaayy,,  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  aapppplliieedd  ffoorr  hheellpp  ttoo  tthhee  kkiinngg  ooff  

                                                           

11  ii..  ee..  AAttjjeehh..  

22  AA  CCoommpplleeaatt  HHiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  RRiissee  aanndd  PPrrooggrreessss  ooff  tthhee  PPoorrttuuggeezzee  EEmmppiirree  iinn  tthhee  EEaasstt  IInnddiieess..        CCoolllleecctteedd  cchhiieeffllyy  

ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  WWrriitteerrss..  JJoohhnn  HHaarrrriiss::  NNaavviiggaannttiiuumm  aattqquuee  IIttiinneerraannttiiuumm      BBiibblliiootthheeccaa,,      vvooll..    ii..    pp..    668822..  ((LLoonnddoonn,,  

11776644..))  

33  CCrraawwffuurrdd  ((II)),,  pp..  9911..          TThhee  EEnnccyyccllooppaaeeddiiee  vvaann  NN..--II..  ((vvooll..  ii..  pp..  221166))  ggiivveess  11660066  aass  tthhee  ddaattee.. 

44  FFeerrnnaannddeezz  NNaavvaarreettttee,,  aa  SSppaanniisshh  pprriieesstt,,  wwhhoo  wweenntt  ttoo  tthhee  PPhhiilliippppiinnee  IIssllaannddss  iinn  11664466..  ((CCoolllleeccttiioonn  ooff  VVooyyaaggeess  aanndd  

TTrraavveellss,,  pp..  223366..  LLoonnddoonn,,  11775522..))  

TTaavveerrnniieerr,,  wwhhoo  vviissiitteedd  MMaaccaassssaarr  iinn  11664488..  ((TTrraavveellss  iinn  IInnddiiaa,,  pp..  119933..))  ((LLoonnddoonn,,  11667788..))  

IIttiinneerraarriiuumm  OOrriieennttaallee  RR..  PP..  FF..  PPhhiilliippppii  ??  SSSSmmaa..  TTrriinniittaattee  CCaarrmmeelliittaaee  DDiissccaallcceeaattii  aabb  iippssoo  CCoonnssccrriippttuumm,,  pp..  226677..  

((LLuuggdduunnii,,  11664499..)) 
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MMaaccaassssaarr,,  wwhhoo  sseenntt  aammbbaassssaaddoorrss  ttoo  ddeemmaanndd  ffrroomm  tthhee  kkiinngg  ooff  BBoonnii  aann  aannsswweerr  ttoo  

tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  qquueessttiioonnss,,——WWhheetthheerr  tthhee  kkiinngg,,  iinn  hhiiss  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn,,  wwaass  iinnssttiiggaatteedd  

bbyy  aa  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr  rreevveellaattiioonn  ffrroomm  tthhee  PPrroopphheett  ??——oorr  wwhheetthheerr  hhee  ppaaiidd  oobbeeddiieennccee  ttoo  

ssoommee  aanncciieenntt  ccuussttoomm  ??——oorr  ffoolllloowweedd  hhiiss  oowwnn  ppeerrssoonnaall  pplleeaassuurree  ??  IIff  ffoorr  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  

rreeaassoonn,,  tthhee  kkiinngg  ooff  GGoowwaa  rreeqquueesstteedd  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn;;  iiff  ffoorr  tthhee  sseeccoonndd,,  hhee  wwoouulldd  lleenndd  

hhiiss  ccoorrddiiaall  ccoo--ooppeerraattiioonn  ;;  iiff  ffoorr  tthhee  tthhiirrdd,,  tthhee  kkiinngg  ooff  BBoonnii  mmuusstt  ddeessiisstt,,  ffoorr  tthhoossee  

wwhhoomm  hhee  pprreessuummeedd  ttoo  oopppprreessss  wweerree  tthhee  ffrriieennddss  ooff  GGoowwaa..  TThhee  kkiinngg  ooff  BBoonnii  mmaaddee  

nnoo  rreeppllyy  aanndd  tthhee  MMaaccaassssaarrss  hhaavviinngg  mmaarrcchheedd  aa  ggrreeaatt  aarrmmyy  iinnttoo  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  

ddeeffeeaatteedd  hhiimm  iinn  tthhrreeee  ssuucccceessssiivvee  bbaattttlleess,,  ffoorrcceedd  hhiimm  ttoo  ffllyy  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  aanndd  

rreedduucceedd  BBoonnii  iinnttoo  aa  pprroovviinnccee..  AAfftteerr  tthhiirrttyy  yyeeaarrss  ooff  ssuubbjjeeccttiioonn,,  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  

BBoonnii,,  wwiitthh  tthhee  aassssiissttaannccee  ooff  tthhee  DDuuttcchh,,  rreevvoolltteedd  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  MMaaccaassssaarrss,,  aanndd  

aassssuummeedd  tthhee  hheeaaddsshhiipp  ooff  tthhee  ttrriibbeess  ooff  CCeelleebbeess,,  iinn  tthhee  ppllaaccee  ooff  tthheeiirr  ffoorrmmeerr  

mmaasstteerrss..
11  

TThhee  pprrooppaaggaattiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee    bbeeeenn  ggrraadduuaall  aanndd  

ssllooww  aammoonngg  tthhee  BBuuggiiss,,
22
  bbuutt  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  hhaadd  oonnccee  aaddoopptteedd  tthhee  nneeww  rreelliiggiioonn,,  iitt  

sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  ssttiirrrreedd  tthheemm  uupp  ttoo  aaccttiioonn,,  aass  iitt  ddiidd  tthhee  AArraabbss  ((tthhoouugghh  tthhiiss  nneewwllyy--

aawwaakkeenneedd  eenneerrggyy  iinn  eeiitthheerr  ccaassee  ttuurrnneedd  iinn  rraatthheerr  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ddiirreeccttiioonnss)),,——  aanndd  ttoo  

hhaavvee  mmaaddee  tthheemm  wwhhaatt  tthheeyy  aarree  nnooww,,  aatt  oonnccee  tthhee  bbrraavveesstt  mmeenn  aanndd  tthhee  mmoosstt  

eenntteerrpprriissiinngg  mmeerrcchhaannttss  aanndd  nnaavviiggaattoorrss  ooff  tthhee  AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo..
33
  IInn  tthheeiirr  ttrraaddiinngg  

vveesssseellss  tthheeyy  mmaakkee  tthheeiirr  wwaayy  ttoo  aallll  ppaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo,,  ffrroomm  tthhee  ccooaasstt  ooff  

NNeeww  GGuuiinneeaa  ttoo  SSiinnggaappoorree,,  aanndd  tthheeiirr  nnuummeerroouuss  sseettttlleemmeennttss,,  iinn  tthhee  eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt  

ooff  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  BBuuggiiss  hhaavvee  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  ddiissttiinngguuiisshheedd,,  tthheemmsseellvveess,,  hhaavvee  iinnttrroodduucceedd  

IIssllaamm  iinnttoo  mmaannyy  aa  hheeaatthheenn  iissllaanndd  ::  ee..gg..  oonnee  ooff  tthheeiirr  ccoolloonniieess  iiss  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  iinn  aa  

ssttaattee  tthhaatt  eexxtteennddss  oovveerr  aa  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  ssoouutthh  ccooaasstt  ooff  FFlloorreess,,  wwhheerree,,  

iinntteerrmmiinngglliinngg  wwiitthh  tthhee  nnaattiivvee  ppooppuullaattiioonn,,  wwhhiicchh  ffoorrmmeerrllyy  ccoonnssiisstteedd  ppaarrttllyy  ooff  

RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliiccss,,  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  iinn  ccoonnvveerrttiinngg  aallll  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  tthhiiss  

ssttaattee  ttoo  IIssllaamm..
44
  

  IInn  tthheeiirr  nnaattiivvee  iissllaanndd  ooff  CCeelleebbeess  aallssoo  tthhee  BBuuggiiss  hhaavvee  ccoommbbiinneedd  

pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  eeffffoorrttss  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  ccoommmmeerrcciiaall  eenntteerrpprriisseess,,  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  lliittttllee  kkiinnggddoomm  

ooff  BBoollaaȧȧṅṅ gg--MMoonnggoonnddoouu  iinn  tthhee  nnoorrtthheerrnn  ppeenniinnssuullaa
55
  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  ssuucccceeeeddeedd,,  iinn  tthhee  

ccoouurrssee  ooff  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  cceennttuurryy,,  iinn  wwiinnnniinngg  oovveerr  ttoo  IIssllaamm  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppooppuullaattiioonn  

wwhhoossee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ddaatteess  ffrroomm  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  sseevveenntteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy..  TThhee  ffiirrsstt  

CChhrriissttiiaann  kkiinngg  ooff  BBoollaaȧȧṅṅ gg--MMoonnggoonnddoouu  wwaass  JJaaccoobbuuss  MMaannooppoo  ((11668899--11770099)),,  iinn  

wwhhoossee  rreeiiggnn  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  sspprreeaadd  rraappiiddllyy,,  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  tthhee  DDuuttcchh  EEaasstt  

IInnddiiaa  CCoommppaannyy,,  aanndd  tthhee  pprreeaacchhiinngg  ooff  tthhee  DDuuttcchh  cclleerrggyy..
66
  HHiiss  ssuucccceessssoorrss  wweerree  aallll  

                                                           

11  CCrraawwffuurrdd,,  vvooll..  iiii..  pppp..  338855--99..  

22  ""NNoo  eexxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy  eexxeerrttiioonn  sseeeemmss  ffoorr  aa  lloonngg  ttiimmee  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  mmaaddee  oonn  bbeehhaallff  ooff  tthhee  nneeww  rreelliiggiioonn..  AAnn  

aabbhhoorrrreennccee  ooff  iinnnnoovvaattiioonn  aanndd  aa  mmoosstt  ppeerrttiinnaacciioouuss  aanndd  rreelliiggiioouuss  aaddhheerreennccee  ttoo  aanncciieenntt  ccuussttoomm,,  ddiissttiinngguuiisshh  tthhee  

ppeeooppllee  ooff  CCeelleebbeess  bbeeyyoonndd  aallll  tthhee  ootthheerr  ttrriibbeess  ooff  tthhee  EEaasstteerrnn  iisslleess;;  aanndd  tthheessee  wwoouulldd,,  aatt  ffiirrsstt,,  pprroovvee  tthhee  mmoosstt  sseerriioouuss  

oobbssttaacclleess  ttoo  tthhee  ddiisssseemmiinnaattiioonn  ooff  MMaahhoommeettaanniissmm..  IItt  wwaass  tthhiiss,,  pprroobbaabbllyy,,  wwhhiicchh  ddeeffeerrrreedd  tthhee  aaddooppttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  nneeww  

rreelliiggiioonn  ffoorr  ssoo  lloonngg  aa  ppeerriioodd,,  aanndd  ttiillll  iitt  hhaadd  rreeccoommmmeennddeedd  iittsseellff  bbyy  wweeaarriinngg  tthhee  ggaarrbb  ooff  aannttiiqquuiittyy..""  ((CCrraawwffuurrdd  ((22)),,  

vvooll..  iiii..  pp..  338877..))  

33  CCrraawwffuurrdd  ((ii)),,  pp..  7755..  DDee  HHoollllaannddeerr,,  vvooll..  iiii..  pp..  221122..  

44  IIdd..  vvooll..  iiii..  pp..  666666..        RRiieeddeell  ((22)),,  pp..  6677..  

55  TToo  tthhee  eeaasstt  ooff  MMiinnaahhaassssaa,,  bbeettwweeeenn  lloonngg..  112244°°  4455
//
  aanndd  112233°°  2200

//
,,  wwiitthh  aa  ppooppuullaattiioonn  tthhaatt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  vvaarriioouussllyy  

eessttiimmaatteedd  aatt  3355,,000000  aanndd  5500,,000000..        ((DDee  HHoollllaannddeerr,,  vvooll..  iiii..  pp,,  224477..)) 

66  WWiillkkeenn  ((ii)),,  pppp..  4422--44.. 
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CChhrriissttiiaann  uunnttiill  11884444,,  wwhheenn  tthhee  rreeiiggnniinngg  RRaajjaa,,  JJaaccoobbuuss  MMaannuueell  MMaannooppoo,,  

eemmbbrraacceedd  IIssllaamm..  HHiiss  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  wwaass  tthhee  ccrroowwnn  ooff  aa  sseerriieess  ooff  pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  

eeffffoorrttss  tthhaatt  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  iinn  pprrooggrreessss  ssiinnccee  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  cceennttuurryy,,  ffoorr  iitt  wwaass  

aabboouutt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee  tthhaatt  tthhee  zzeeaalloouuss  eeffffoorrttss  ooff  ssoommee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ttrraaddeerrss——BBuuggiiss  

aanndd  ootthheerrss——  wwoonn  oovveerr  ssoommee  ccoonnvveerrttss  ttoo  IIssllaamm  iinn  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ccooaasstt  ttoowwnnss  ooff  tthhee  

ssoouutthheerrnn  kkiinnggddoomm,,  MMoonnggoonnddoouu;;  ffrroomm  tthhiiss  ssaammee  ttoowwnn  ttwwoo  ttrraaddeerr  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess,,  

ḤḤ aakkīīmm  BBaagguuss  aanndd  IImmāāmm  TTuuww??kkoo  bbyy  nnaammee,,  sseett  oouutt  ttoo  sspprreeaadd  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh  

tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  rreesstt  ooff  tthhiiss  kkiinnggddoomm..  TThheeyy  mmaaddee  aa  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  wwiitthh  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  

ooff  ssoommee  ssllaavveess  aanndd  nnaattiivvee  wwoommeenn  wwhhoomm  tthheeyy  mmaarrrriieedd,,  aanndd  tthheessee  lliittttllee  bbyy  lliittttllee  

ppeerrssuuaaddeedd  tthheeiirr  ffrriieennddss  aanndd  rreellaattiivveess  ttoo  eemmbbrraaccee  tthhee  nneeww  ffaaiitthh..  FFrroomm  

MMoonnggoonnddoouu  IIssllaamm  sspprreeaadd  iinnttoo  tthhee  nnoorrtthheerrnn  kkiinnggddoomm  BBoollaaaanngg;;  hheerree,,  iinn  11883300,,  tthhee  

wwhhoollee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  wwaass  eeiitthheerr  CChhrriissttiiaann  oorr  hheeaatthheenn,,  wwiitthh  tthhee  eexxcceeppttiioonn  ooff  ttwwoo  oorr  

tthhrreeee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  sseettttlleerrss;;  bbuutt  tthhee  zzeeaalloouuss  pprreeaacchheerrss  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  tthhee  BBuuggiiss,,  aanndd  

tthhee  AArraabbss  wwhhoo  aassssiisstteedd  tthheemm  iinn  tthheeiirr  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  llaabboouurrss,,  ssoooonn  aacchhiieevveedd  aa  wwiiddee--

sspprreeaadd  ssuucccceessss..  TThhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  wwhhoossee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthhee  ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  tthheeiirr  

rreelliiggiioonn  wwaass  vveerryy  sslliigghhtt  aanndd  wwhhoossee  ffaaiitthh  wwaass  wweeaakk,,  wweerree  iillll  pprreeppaarreedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  

wweeaappoonnss  ooff  ccoonnttrroovveerrssyy  ttoo  mmeeeett  tthhee  aattttaacckkss  ooff  tthhee  rriivvaall  ccrreeeedd;;  ddeessppiisseedd  bbyy  tthhee  

DDuuttcchh  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt,,  nneegglleecctteedd  aanndd  wweellll--nniigghh  aabbaannddoonneedd  bbyy  tthhee  aauutthhoorriittiieess  ooff  tthhee  

CChhuurrcchh,,  tthheeyy  bbeeggaann  ttoo  llooookk  oonn  tthheessee  ffoorreeiiggnneerrss,,  ssoommee  ooff  wwhhoomm  mmaarrrriieedd  aanndd  

sseettttlleedd  aammoonngg  tthheemm,,  aass  tthheeiirr  ffrriieennddss..  AAss  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ooff  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  pprrooggrreesssseedd,,  tthhee  

vviissiittss  ooff  tthheessee  BBuuggiiss  aanndd  AArraabbss,,——aatt  ffiirrsstt  rraarree,,——bbeeccaammee  mmoorree  ffrreeqquueenntt,,  aanndd  tthheeiirr  

iinnfflluueennccee  iinn  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  vveerryy  ggrreeaattllyy  iinnccrreeaasseedd,,  ssoo  mmuucchh  ssoo  tthhaatt  aabboouutt  11883322  aann  

AArraabb  mmaarrrriieedd  aa  ddaauugghhtteerr  ooff  tthhee  kkiinngg,,  CCoorrnneelliiuuss  MMaannooppoo,,  wwhhoo  wwaass  hhiimmsseellff  aa  

CChhrriissttiiaann;;  mmaannyy  ooff  tthhee  cchhiieeffss,,  aanndd  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  mmoosstt  ppoowweerrffuull  aammoonngg  tthheemm,,  

aabboouutt  tthhee  ssaammee  ttiimmee,,  aabbaannddoonneedd  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  aanndd  eemmbbrraacceedd  IIssllaamm..  IInn  tthhiiss  wwaayy  

IIssllaamm  hhaadd  ggaaiinneedd  aa  ffiirrmm  ffoooottiinngg  iinn  hhiiss  kkiinnggddoomm  bbeeffoorree  RRaajjaa  JJaaccoobbuuss  MMaannuueell  

MMaannooppoo  bbeeccaammee  aa  MMuusslliimm  iinn  11884444;;  tthhiiss  pprriinnccee  hhaadd  mmaaddee  rreeppeeaatteedd  aapppplliiccaattiioonnss  

ttoo  tthhee  DDuuttcchh  aauutthhoorriittiieess  aatt  MMaannaaddoo  ttoo  aappppooiinntt  aa  ssuucccceessssoorr  ttoo  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  

sscchhoooollmmaasstteerr,,  JJaaccoobbuuss  BBaassttiiaaaann,,——wwhhoossee  ddeeaatthh  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  aa  ggrreeaatt  lloossss  ttoo  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaann  ccoommmmuunniittyy——bbuutt  ttoo  nnoo  ppuurrppoossee,,  aanndd  lleeaarrnniinngg  ffrroomm  tthhee  rreessiiddeenntt  aatt  

MMaannaaddoo  tthhaatt  tthhee  DDuuttcchh  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  wwaass  qquuiittee  iinnddiiffffeerreenntt  aass  ttoo  wwhheetthheerr  tthhee  

ppeeooppllee  ooff  hhiiss  ssttaattee  wweerree  CChhrriissttiiaannss  oorr  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss,,  ssoo  lloonngg  aass  tthheeyy  wweerree  

llooyyaall,,  ooppeennllyy  ddeeccllaarreedd  hhiimmsseellff  aa  MMuussaallmmaann  aanndd  ttrriieedd  eevveerryy  mmeeaannss  ttoo  bbrriinngg  hhiiss  

ssuubbjjeeccttss  oovveerr  ttoo  tthhee  ssaammee  ffaaiitthh..  AAnn  AArraabb  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  ttooookk  aaddvvaannttaaggee  ooff  tthhee  

ooccccuurrrreennccee  ooff  aa  tteerrrriibbllee  eeaarrtthhqquuaakkee  iinn  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  yyeeaarr,,  ttoo  pprroopphheeccyy  tthhee  

ddeessttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  BBoollaaaanngg--MMoonnggoonnddoouu,,    uunnlleessss    tthhee    ppeeooppllee  ssppeeeeddiillyy  bbeeccaammee  

ccoonnvveerrtteedd  ttoo  IIssllaamm..    MMaannyy  iinn  tthheeiirr  tteerrrroorr  hhaasstteenneedd  ttoo  ffoollllooww  tthhiiss  aaddvviiccee,,  aanndd  tthhee  

RRaajjaa  aanndd  hhiiss  nnoobblleess  lleenntt  tthheeiirr  ssuuppppoorrtt  ttoo  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  aanndd  AArraabb  mmeerrcchhaannttss,,  

wwhhoossee  mmeetthhooddss  ooff  ddeeaalliinngg  wwiitthh  tthhee  ddiillaattoorryy  wweerree  nnoott  aallwwaayyss  ooff  tthhee  ggeennttlleesstt..  

NNeeaarrllyy  hhaallff  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  ssttiillll  rreemmaaiinnss  hheeaatthheenn,,  bbuutt  tthhee  pprrooggrreessss  ooff  

IIssllaamm  aammoonngg  tthheemm,,  tthhoouugghh  ssllooww,,  iiss  ccoonnttiinnuuoouuss  aanndd  ssuurree..
11
  

  TThhee  nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  iissllaanndd  ooff  SSaammbbaawwaa  lliikkeewwiissee  pprroobbaabbllyy  rreecceeiivveedd  iittss  
                                                           

11  WWiikkeenn  ((22)),,  pppp..  227766--99..  KKoolloonniiaaaall  VVeerrssllaagg  vvaann  11991100,,  pp..  5522;;  11991111,,  pp..  4477..  
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kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthhiiss  ffaaiitthh  ffrroomm  CCeelleebbeess,,  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  pprreeaacchhiinngg  ooff  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  

ffrroomm  MMaaccaassssaarr  bbeettwweeeenn  11554400  aanndd      11555500..  AAllll  tthhee  mmoorree  cciivviilliisseedd    iinnhhaabbiittaannttss    aarree    

ttrruuee  bbeelliieevveerrss  aanndd  aarree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  bbee  ssttrriicctteerr  iinn  tthhee  ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee  ooff  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioouuss  

dduuttiieess  tthhaann  aannyy  ooff  tthhee  nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ppeeoopplleess..  TThhiiss  iiss  llaarrggeellyy  dduuee  

ttoo  aa  rreevviivvaalliisstt  mmoovveemmeenntt  sseett  oonn  ffoooott  bbyy  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  ḤḤ āājjīī  ''AAllii  aafftteerr  tthhee  ddiissaassttrroouuss  

eerruuppttiioonn  ooff  MMoouunntt  TTaammbboorraa  iinn  11881155,,  tthhee  ffeeaarrffuull  ssuuffffeerriinngg  tthhaatt  eennssuueedd  tthheerreeoonn  

bbeeiinngg  mmaaddee  uussee  ooff  ttoo  ssttiirr  uupp  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  aa  mmoorree  ssttrriicctt  oobbsseerrvvaannccee  ooff  tthhee  

pprreecceeppttss  ooff  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  lleeaaddiinngg  ooff  aa  mmoorree  ddeevvoouutt  lliiffee..
11
  AAtt  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  

ttiimmee  IIssllaamm  ssttiillll  ccoonnttiinnuueess  ttoo  wwiinn  oovveerr  ffrreesshh  ccoonnvveerrttss  iinn  tthhiiss  iissllaanndd..
22
  

  TThhee  SSaassaakkss  ooff  tthhee  nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  iissllaanndd  ooff  LLoommbbookk  aallssoo  oowweedd  tthheeiirr  

ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  pprreeaacchhiinngg  ooff  tthhee  BBuuggiiss,,  wwhhoo  ffoorrmm  aa  llaarrggee  ccoolloonnyy  hheerree,,  hhaavviinngg  

eeiitthheerr  ccrroosssseedd  oovveerr  tthhee  ssttrraaiitt  ffrroomm  SSaammbbaawwaa  oorr  ccoommee  ddiirreeccttllyy  ffrroomm  CCeelleebbeess::  aatt  

aannyy  rraattee  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  aappppeeaarrss  ttoo  hhaavvee  ttaakkeenn  ppllaaccee  iinn  aa  ppeeaacceeaabbllee  mmaannnneerr..
33
  TThhee  

ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  LLoommbbookk  ffaallllss  iinnttoo  ttwwoo  ddiissttiinncctt  ddiivviissiioonnss,,  tthhee  SSaassaakkss  aanndd  tthhee  

BBaalliinneessee;;  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ooff  tthheessee,,  ccoonnssiissttiinngg  ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  SSaassaakkss,,  tthhee  oorriiggiinnaall  

iinnhhaabbiittaannttss    ooff    tthhee    iissllaanndd,,    ffaarr  oouuttnnuummbbeerrss  tthhee    sseeccoonndd,,    bbuutt      aabboouutt      tthhee      

mmiiddddllee      ooff    tthhee      eeiigghhtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy      tthheeyy      ccaammee      uunnddeerr      tthhee      rruullee      ooff    tthhee      

BBaalliinneessee  aanndd  ssoooonn  ffoouunndd  tthheeiirr  iissllaanndd  oovveerrrruunn  bbyy  sswwaarrmmss  ooff      tthhee  HHiinndduu  

nneeiigghhbboouurrss..
44
  TThhee  rruullee  ooff  tthhee  BBaalliinneessee    wwaass  vveerryy  oopppprreessssiivvee,,      aanndd      tthheeyy    mmaaddee      

eeffffoorrttss——tthhoouugghh      wwiitthh      lliittttllee  ssuucccceessss——ttoo  bbrriinngg  tthheeiirr  MMuusslliimm  ssuubbjjeeccttss  oovveerr  ttoo  

HHiinndduuiissmm;;  tthhee  SSaassaakkss  ttrriieedd  iinn  vvaaiinn  ttoo  sshhaakkee  ooffff  tthhee  yyookkee  ooff  tthheeiirr  oopppprreessssoorrss,,  aanndd  

mmoorree  tthhaann  oonnccee  aappppeeaalleedd  ttoo  tthhee  DDuuttcchh  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt,,  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  eexxppeeddiittiioonn  ooff  

11889944  bbrroouugghhtt  ppeeaaccee  ttoo  tthhee  iissllaanndd  aanndd  eessttaabblliisshheedd  aann  oorrddeerrllyy  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn  uunnddeerr  

DDuuttcchh  rruullee..  TThhee  nneeww  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  bbrroouugghhtt  wwiitthh  iitt  aa  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  nnaattiivvee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ooffffiicciiaallss,,  wwhhoo  tthhrrooww  iinn  tthheeiirr  iinnfflluueennccee  oonn  tthhee  ssiiddee  ooff  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  

ffaaiitthh,,  aanndd  iitt  iiss  tthhuuss  eexxppeecctteedd  tthhaatt  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  rreessuullttss  ooff  tthhee  DDuuttcchh  ccoonnqquueesstt  ooff  

LLoommbbookk  wwiillll  bbee  ttoo  ggiivvee  aa  ggrreeaatt  iimmppeettuuss  ttoo  IIssllaamm  iinn  tthhiiss  iissllaanndd..
55
  

  IInn  tthhee  PPhhiilliippppiinnee  IIssllaannddss  wwee  ffiinndd  aa  ssttrruuggggllee  bbeettwweeeenn  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  aanndd  

IIssllaamm  ffoorr  tthhee  aalllleeggiiaannccee  ooff  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss,,  ssoommeewwhhaatt  ssiimmiillaarr  iinn  cchhaarraacctteerr  ttoo  tthhaatt  

iinn  CCeelleebbeess  bbuutt  mmoorree  sstteerrnn    aanndd    eenndduurriinngg,,  eennttaanngglliinngg    tthhee    SSppaanniiaarrddss    aanndd      tthhee  

MMuusslliimmss  iinn  aa  ffiieerrccee  aanndd  bbllooooddyy  ccoonnfflliicctt,,  eevveenn  uupp  ttoo  tthhee  nniinneetteeeenntthh      cceennttuurryy..    IItt      

iiss      uunncceerrttaaiinn      wwhheenn      IIssllaamm      ffiirrsstt  rreeaacchheedd  tthheessee  iissllaannddss..
66
  TThhee  ttrraaddiittiioonnaarryy  aannnnaallss  

ooff  MMiinnddaannaaoo  rreepprreesseenntt  IIssllaamm  aass  hhaavviinngg  bbeeeenn  iinnttrroodduucceedd  ffrroomm  JJoohhoorree,,  iinn  tthhee  

MMaallaayy    PPeenniinnssuullaa,,    bbyy    aa  cceerrttaaiinn    SShhaarrīīff  KKaabbuunnggssuuwwaann,,    wwhhoo  sseettttlleedd  wwiitthh    aa  

nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ffoolllloowweerrss  iinn      tthhee  iissllaanndd    aanndd    mmaarrrriieedd    tthheerree..    HHee  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  

rreeffuusseedd  ttoo    llaanndd    uunnttiill    tthhee    mmeenn  wwhhoo    ccaammee  ttoo  mmeeeett  hhiimm  oonn    hhiiss  aarrrriivvaall    pprroommiisseedd    

                                                           

11ZZoolllliinnggeerr  ((22)),,  pppp..  112266,,  116699..  

22MMeedd..  NNeedd..  ZZeennddeelliinnggggeenn,,  xxxxxxiiii..  pp..  117777;;  xxxxxxiivv..  pp..  117700..  

33  ZZoolllliinnggeerr  ((II)),,  pp..  552277..  

44  DDee  HHoollllaannddeerr  ((iinn  11888822))  ggaavvee  tthhee  nnuummbbeerrss  aass  2200,,000000  BBaalliinneessee  aanndd  338800,,000000  SSaassaakkss..  ((VVooll..  ii..  pp..  448899..))  

55  EEnnccyyccllooppaaeeddiiee  vvaann  NN..--II,,  vvooll..  iiii..  pppp..  443322--44,,  552244..  

WW..  CCooooll::  WWiitthh  tthhee  DDuuttcchh  iinn  tthhee  EEaasstt..  AAnn  oouuttlliinnee  ooff  tthhee  mmiilliittaarryy  ooppeerraattiioonnss  iinn  LLoommbbookk,,  11889944,,  ((LLoonnddoonn,,  11889977..))  

66  CCaappttaaiinn  TThhoommaass  FFoorrrreesstt,,  wwrriittiinngg  iinn  11777755,,  ssaayyss  tthhaatt  AArraabbss  ccaammee  ttoo  tthhee  iissllaanndd  ooff  MMiinnddaannaaoo  330000  yyeeaarrss  bbeeffoorree  aanndd  

tthhaatt  tthhee  ttoommbb  ooff  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  AArraabb,,  aa  SShhaarrīīff  ffrroomm  MMeeccccaa,,  wwaass  ssttiillll  sshhoowwnn——""  aa  rruuddee  hheeaapp  ooff  ccoorraall  rroocckk  ssttoonneess""  ((pppp..  

220011..  331133))..  
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ttoo    eemmbbrraaccee  IIssllaamm,,  aanndd    tthheessee  eeaarrllyy  rreeccoorrddss  ggiivvee  tthhee  iimmpprreessssiioonn  tthhaatt  tthhee  llaannddiinngg  

ooff  KKaabbuunnggssuuwwaann  aanndd  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  MMiinnddaannaaoo  aatt  ffiirrsstt  

pprroocceeeeddeedd  qquuiittee  ppeeaacceeffuullllyy;;  bbuutt  aafftteerr  hhee  hhaadd  eessttaabblliisshheedd  hhiiss  ppoowweerr,,  hhee  bbeeggaann  ttoo  

ccoonnqquueerr  tthhee  nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  cchhiieeffss  aanndd  ttrriibbeess,,  aanndd  tthheeyy  aacccceepptteedd  hhiiss  rreelliiggiioonn  iinn  

ssuubbmmiittttiinngg  ttoo  hhiiss  aauutthhoorriittyy..
11
  TThhee  SSppaanniiaarrddss  wwhhoo  ddiissccoovveerreedd  tthheemm  iinn  11552211,,  ffoouunndd  

tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  nnoorrtthheerrnn  iissllaannddss  ttoo  bbee  rruuddee  aanndd  ssiimmppllee  ppaaggaannss,,  wwhhiillee  

MMiinnddaannaaoo  aanndd  tthhee  SSuulluu  IIssllaannddss  wweerree  ooccccuuppiieedd  bbyy  mmoorree  cciivviilliisseedd  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  

ttrriibbeess..
22
  TThhee  llaatttteerr  uupp  ttoo  tthhee  cclloossee  ooff  tthhee  nniinneetteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  ssuucccceessssffuullllyy  rreessiisstteedd  

ffoorr  tthhee  mmoosstt  ppaarrtt  aallll  tthhee  eeffffoorrttss  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ttoowwaarrddss  ccoonnqquueesstt  aanndd  

ccoonnvveerrssiioonn,,  ssoo  tthhaatt  tthhee  SSppaanniisshh  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  ddeessppaaiirreedd  ooff  eevveerr  eeffffeeccttiinngg  tthheeiirr  

ccoonnvveerrssiioonn..
33
  TThhee  ssuucccceessss  ooff  IIssllaamm  aass  ccoommppaarreedd  wwiitthh  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  hhaass  bbeeeenn  dduuee  iinn  

aa  ggrreeaatt  mmeeaassuurree  ttoo  tthhee  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ffoorrmm  uunnddeerr  wwhhiicchh  tthheessee  ttwwoo  ffaaiitthhss  wweerree  

pprreesseenntteedd  ttoo  tthhee  nnaattiivveess..  TThhee  aaddooppttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  llaatttteerr  iimmpplliieedd  tthhee  lloossss  ooff  aallll  

ppoolliittiiccaall  ffrreeeeddoomm  aanndd  nnaattiioonnaall  iinnddeeppeennddeennccee,,  aanndd  hheennccee  ccaammee  ttoo  bbee  rreeggaarrddeedd  aass  

aa  bbaaddggee  ooff  ssllaavveerryy..  TThhee  mmeetthhooddss  aaddoopptteedd  bbyy  tthhee  SSppaanniiaarrddss  ffoorr  tthhee  pprrooppaaggaattiioonn  ooff  

tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  wweerree  ccaallccuullaatteedd  ttoo  mmaakkee  iitt  uunnppooppuullaarr  ffrroomm  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg;;  tthheeiirr  

vviioolleennccee  aanndd  iinnttoolleerraannccee  wweerree  iinn  ssttrroonngg  ccoonnttrraasstt  ttoo  tthhee  ccoonncciilliiaattoorryy  bbeehhaavviioouurr  ooff  

tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess,,  wwhhoo  lleeaarrnneedd  tthhee  llaanngguuaaggee  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee,,  aaddoopptteedd  

tthheeiirr  ccuussttoommss,,  iinntteerrmmaarrrriieedd  wwiitthh  tthheemm,,  aanndd  mmeellttiinngg  iinnttoo  tthhee  mmaassss  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee,,  

nneeiitthheerr  aarrrrooggaatteedd  ttoo  tthheemmsseellvveess  tthhee  eexxcclluussiivvee  rriigghhttss  ooff  aa  pprriivviilleeggeedd  rraaccee  nnoorr  

ccoonnddeemmnneedd  tthhee  nnaattiivveess  ttoo  tthhee  lleevveell  ooff  aa  ddeeggrraaddeedd  ccaassttee..  TThhee  SSppaanniiaarrddss,,  oonn  tthhee  

ootthheerr  hhaanndd,,  wweerree  iiggnnoorraanntt  ooff  tthhee  llaanngguuaaggee,,  hhaabbiittss  aanndd  mmaannnneerrss  ooff  tthhee  nnaattiivveess;;  

tthheeiirr  iinntteemmppeerraannccee  aanndd  aabboovvee  aallll  tthheeiirr  aavvaarriiccee  aanndd  rraappaacciittyy  bbrroouugghhtt  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  

iinnttoo  ooddiiuumm;;  wwhhiillee  iittss  pprrooppaaggaattiioonn  wwaass  iinntteennddeedd  ttoo  sseerrvvee  aass  aann  iinnssttrruummeenntt  ooff  tthheeiirr  

ppoolliittiiccaall  aaddvvaanncceemmeenntt..
44
  IItt  iiss  nnoott  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  tthheerreeffoorree  ttoo  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  tthhee  ooppppoossiittiioonn  

ooffffeerreedd  bbyy  tthhee  nnaattiivveess  ttoo  tthhee  iinnttrroodduuccttiioonn  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy,,  wwhhiicchh  iinnddeeeedd  oonnllyy  

bbeeccaammee  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  iinn  tthhoossee  ppaarrttss  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  wweerree  

wweeaakk  eennoouugghh,,  oorr  tthhee  iissllaanndd  ssmmaallll  eennoouugghh,,  ttoo  eennaabbllee  tthhee  SSppaanniiaarrddss  ttoo  eeffffeecctt  aa  

ttoottaall  ssuubbjjuuggaattiioonn;;  tthhee  nnaattiivvee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  aafftteerr  tthheeiirr  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  hhaadd  ttoo  bbee  ffoorrcceedd  ttoo  

ppeerrffoorrmm  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioouuss  dduuttiieess  tthhrroouugghh  ffeeaarr  ooff  ppuunniisshhmmeenntt,,  aanndd  wweerree  ttrreeaatteedd  

eexxaaccttllyy  lliikkee  sscchhooooll--cchhiillddrreenn..
55
  UUpp  ttoo  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  ooccccuuppaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

PPhhiilliippppiinnee  IIssllaannddss  tthhee  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  MMiinnddaannaaoo  wwaass  aa  

rreeffuuggee  ffoorr  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  wwiisshheedd  ttoo  eessccaappee  ffrroomm  tthhee  hhaatteedd  CChhrriissttiiaann  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt;;  
66
  

                                                           

11  NN..  NN..  SSaalleeeebbyy  ::  SSttuuddiieess  iinn  MMoorroo  HHiissttoorryy,,  LLaaww  aanndd  RReelliiggiioonn,,  pppp..  2244--55,,  5533--55..  ((MMaanniillaa,,  11990055..)) 

22  RReellaattiioonnee  ddii  IIvvaann  GGaaeettaann  ddeell  ddiissccoopprriimmeennttoo  ddeellll''    IIssoollee  MMoolluucccchhee..  ((RRaammuussiioo,,  ttoomm..  ii..  pp..  337755  EE..)) 

33  ""SSee  mmuueessttrraann  ttaann  oobbssttiinnaacciieess  ??  llaa  ggrraacciiaa  ddee  DDiiooss  yy  ttaann  aaffeerrrraaddooss  ??  ssuuss  ccrreeeenncciiaass,,  qquuee  eess  ccaassii  mmoorraallmmeennttee  

iimmppoossiibbllee  ssuu  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  aall  ccrriissttiiaanniissmmoo..""  ((CCaarrttaass  ddee  llooss  PPPP..  ddee  llaa  CCoommppaaňň  ddee  JJeess??ss  ddee  llaa  MMiissssii??nn  ddee  FFiilliippiinnaass,,  

11887799,,  qquuootteedd  bbyy  MMoonntteerroo  yy  VViiddaall!!,,  ttoomm..  ii..  pp..  2211..)) 

44  CCrraawwffuurrdd  ((22)),,  vvooll..  iiii..  pppp..  227744--228800.. 
5
 ""  IIllss  ssoonntt  ppeeuu  ssooiiggnneeuuxx  ddee  ssaattiissffaaiirree  aauu  ddeevvooiirr  dduu  CChhrriissttiiaanniissmmee  qquu''iillss  oonntt  rreecceeuu,,  eett  iill  lleess  yy  ffaauutt  ccoonnttrraaiinnddrree  ppaarr  

llaa  ccrraaiinnttee  ddoo  cchhaassttiimmeenntt,,  eett  ggoouuvveerrnneerr  ccoommmmee  ddeess  eennffaannss  ??  11''eessccoollee..''  RReellaattiioonn  ddeess  IIsslleess  PPhhiilliippppiinneess,,  FFaaiittee  ppaarr  uunn  

RReelliiggiieeuuxx,,  pp..  77..  ((TThheevveennoott,,  vvooll..  ii..)) 

66  ""AA  MMiinnddaannaaoo,,  lleess  TTaaggaall  ddee  ll''EEsstt,,  ffuuyyaanntt  llee  jjoouugg  aabbhhoorrrree  ddee  lleeuurrss  mmaaiittrreess  ccaatthhoolliiqquueess,,  ssee  ggrroouuppeenntt  cchhaaqquuee  jjoouurr  

ddaavvaannttaaggee  aauuttoouurr  ddeess  cchheeffss  ddeess  ddyynnaassttiieess  nnaattiioonnaalleess..  PPlluuss  ddee  336600,,000000  sseeccttaatteeuurrss  dduu  ccoorraann  yy  rreeccoonnnnaaiiss--sseenntt  uunn  

ssuullttaann  iinndd??ppeennddaanntt..  AAuuxx  jj??ssuuiitteess  cchhaassss??ss  ddee  11''llllee,,  aauuxx  rreepprreesseenntt--aannttss  ddaa  ccuullttee  ooffffiicciieell,,  ssee  ssuubbssttiittuueenntt  ccoommmmee  

mmaaiittrreess  rreelliiggiieeuuxx  eett  ??dduuccaatteeuurrss  ddee  llaa  ppooppuullaattiioonn,,  lleess  mmiissssiioonnnnaaiirreess  mmuussuullmmaannss  ddee  llaa  CChhiinnee  eett  ddee  11''IInnddee,,  qquuii  
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tthhee  iissllaanndd  ooff  SSuulluu,,  aallssoo,,  tthhoouugghh  nnoommiinnaallllyy  aa  SSppaanniisshh  ppoosssseessssiioonn  ssiinnccee  11887788,,  

ffoorrmmeedd  aannootthheerr  cceennttrree  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ooppppoossiittiioonn  ttoo  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy,,  SSppaanniisshh--

kknnoowwiinngg  rreenneeggaaddeess  eevveenn  bbeeiinngg  ffoouunndd  hheerree..
11
  

  WWee  hhaavvee  nnoo  cceerrttaaiinn  hhiissttoorriiccaall  eevviiddeennccee  aass  ttoo  hhooww  lloonngg  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  

tthhee  SSuulluu  IIssllaannddss  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann,,  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  aarrrriivvaall  ooff  tthhee  SSppaanniiaarrddss..  

TThhee  aannnnaallss  ooff  SSuulluu  ggiivvee  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  SShhaarrīīff  KKaarrīīmm  aall--MMaakkhhddūūmm  aass  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  

mmiissssiioonnaarryy  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  tthheessee  iissllaannddss..  HHee  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aann  AArraabb  wwhhoo  wweenntt  

ttoo  MMaallaaccccaa  aabboouutt  tthhee  mmiiddddllee  ooff  tthhee  ffoouurrtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  aanndd  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  SSuullṭṭ āānn  

MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  SShhaahh  aanndd  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  MMaallaaccccaa  ttoo  IIssllaamm..  CCoonnttiinnuuiinngg  hhiiss  jjoouurrnneeyy  

eeaassttwwaarrdd,,  hhee  rreeaacchheedd  SSuulluu  aabboouutt  tthhee  yyeeaarr  11338800  aanndd  sseettttlleedd  iinn  BBwwaannssaa,,
22
  tthhee  oolldd  

ccaappiittaall  ooff  SSuulluu,,  wwhheerree  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  bbuuiilltt  aa  mmoossqquuee  ffoorr  hhiimm  aanndd  mmaannyy  ooff  tthhee  cchhiieeffss  

aacccceepptteedd  hhiiss  tteeaacchhiinnggss..  HHee  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  vviissiitteedd  aallmmoosstt  eevveerryy  iissllaanndd  ooff  tthhee  

AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo  aanndd  ttoo  hhaavvee  mmaaddee  ccoonnvveerrttss  iinn  mmaannyy  ppllaacceess;;  hhiiss  ggrraavvee  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  bbee  

oonn  tthhee  iissllaanndd  ooff  SSiibbuuttuu..
33
  TThhee  nneexxtt  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  AAbbuu  BBaakkrr,,  

wwhhoo  iiss  aallssoo  ssttaatteedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aann  AArraabb,,  aanndd  ttoo  hhaavvee  ccoommmmeenncceedd  hhiiss  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  

llaabboouurrss  iinn  MMaallaaccccaa  aanndd  ttoo  hhaavvee  mmaaddee  hhiiss  wwaayy  ttoo  PPaalleemmbbaanngg  aanndd  BBrruunneeii,,  aanndd  

rreeaacchheedd  SSuulluu  aabboouutt  11445500;;  hhee  bbuuiilltt  mmoossqquueess  aanndd  ccaarrrriieedd  oonn  aa  ssuucccceessssffuull  

pprrooppaaggaannddaa..  TThhee  MMuusslliimm  kkiinngg  ooff  BBwwaannssaa,,  RRaajjaa  BBaaggiinnddaa,,  ggaavvee  hhiimm  hhiiss  ddaauugghhtteerr  

iinn  mmaarrrriiaaggee,,  aanndd  aappppooiinntteedd  hhiimm  hhiiss  hheeiirr,,  aanndd  AAbbuu  BBaakkrr  iiss  ccrreeddiitteedd  wwiitthh  hhaavviinngg  

oorrggaanniisseedd  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  aanndd  lleeggiissllaattiioonn  ooff  SSuulluu  oonn  oorrtthhooddooxx  MMuusslliimm  lliinneess  aass  

ffaarr  aass  llooccaall  ccuussttoomm  wwoouulldd  aallllooww..
44
  TThhoouugghh  ssoo  lloonngg  ccoonnvveerrtteedd,,  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  SSuulluu  

aarree  ffaarr  ffrroomm  ..bbeeiinngg  rriiggiidd  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss,,  iinnddeeeedd,,  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  tthhee  nnuummeerroouuss  

CChhrriissttiiaann  ssllaavveess  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  ccaarrrriieedd  ooffff  ffrroomm  tthhee  PPhhiilliippppiinneess  iinn  tthheeiirr  pprreeddaattoorryy  

eexxccuurrssiioonnss  uusseedd  ttoo  bbee  ssoo  ggrreeaatt  tthhaatt  iitt  wwaass  eevveenn  aasssseerrtteedd
55
  tthhaatt  ""tthheeyy  wwoouulldd  lloonngg  

eerree  tthhiiss  hhaavvee  bbeeccoommee  pprrooffeesssseedd  CChhrriissttiiaannss  bbuutt  ffrroomm  tthhee  pprreesscciieennccee  tthhaatt  ssuucchh  aa  

cchhaannggee,,  bbyy  iinnvveessttiinngg  aa  pprreeddoommiinnaattiinngg  iinnfflluueennccee  iinn  tthhee  pprriieesstthhoooodd,,  wwoouulldd  

iinneevviittaabbllyy  uunnddeerrmmiinnee  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  aauutthhoorriittyy,,  aanndd  ppaavvee  tthhee  wwaayy  ttoo  tthhee  ttrraannssffeerr  ooff  

tthheeiirr  ddoommiinniioonnss  ttoo  tthhee  SSppaanniisshh  yyookkee,,  aann  ooccccuurrrreennccee  wwhhiicchh  ffaattaall  eexxppeerriieennccee  hhaass  

ttoooo  ffoorrcciibbllyy  iinnssttrruucctteedd  aallll  tthhee  ssuurrrroouunnddiinngg  nnaattiioonnss  tthhaatt  uunnwwaarriillyy  eemmbbrraaccee  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaann  ppeerrssuuaassiioonn..""  FFuurrtthheerr,,  tthhee  aaggggrreessssiivvee  bbeehhaavviioouurr  ooff  tthhee  SSppaanniisshh  pprriieessttss  

wwhhoo  eessttaabblliisshheedd  aa  mmiissssiioonn  iinn  SSuulluu  ccrreeaatteedd  iinn  tthhee  mmiinndd  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  aa  vviioolleenntt  

aannttiippaatthhyy  ttoo  tthhee  ffoorreeiiggnn  rreelliiggiioonn..
66
  

  SSiinnccee  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  ooccccuuppaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  PPhhiilliippppiinneess,,  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  IIssllaamm  

hhaass  bbeeeenn  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllyy  rreessttrriicctteedd,,  aanndd  iiss  nnooww  ccoonnffiinneedd  ttoo  tthhee  iissllaanndd  ooff  PPaallaawwaann,,  

tthhee  ssoouutthh  ccooaasstt  ooff  MMiinnddaannaaoo  aanndd  tthhee  aarrcchhiippeellaaggoo  ooff  SSuulluu..
77
  BBuutt  iitt  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  bbee  

sseeeekkiinngg  ttoo  eexxtteenndd  iittss  pprrooppaaggaannddaa  aammoonngg  tthhee  nnoorrtthheerrnn  iissllaannddss,,  aanndd  ttoo  hhaavvee  mmaaddee  

aa  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  aaccttiivviittyy  eevveenn  iinn  MMaanniillaa..  CCeerrttaaiinn  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  aarree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  
                                                                                                                                                                                     

rreennoovveenntt  aaiinnssii  llaa  pprrooppaaggaannddee,,  ccoommmmeenncc??ee  ppaarr  lleess  iinnvvaassiioonnss  aarraabbeess..""  ((AA..  llee  CChhaatteelliieerr  ((22)),,  pp..  4455..)) 

11MMoonntteerroo  yy  VViiddaall,,  vvooll..  ii..  pp..  8866.. 

22  SSiittuuaatteedd  tthhrreeee  mmiilleess  wweesstt..ooff  JJoolloo,,  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ccaappiittaall.. 

33  NN..  MM..  SSaalleeeebbyy::  TThhee  HHiissttoorryy  ooff  SSuulluu,,  pppp..  115500,,  115588--99..  ((MMaanniillaa,,  11990088..)) 

44  NN..  MM..  SSaalleeeebbyy  ::  TThhee  HHiissttoorryy  ooff  SSuulluu,,  pppp..  115500,,  116622--33..  

55  JJ..  HH..  MMoooorr..  ((AAppppeennddiixx,,  pp..  3377..))  

66  DDaallrryymmppllee,,  pp..  554499..  

77  RR..  dduu  MM..  MM..,,  vviiii..  pppp..  111155--1166..  ((11990099..))  
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ffaavvoouurr  iittss  ssuucccceessss,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  tthhee  FFiilliippiinnooss  aarree  pprreejjuuddiicceedd  aaggaaiinnsstt  

CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  oonn  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  tthhee  aabbuusseess  tthhaatt  lleedd  tthheemm  ttoo  ttaakkee  uupp  aarrmmss  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  

SSppaanniisshh  ffrriiaarrss..
11
  

  AAss  hhaass  bbeeeenn  aallrreeaaddyy  mmeennttiioonneedd,,  IIssllaamm  hhaass  bbeeeenn  mmoosstt  ffaavvoouurraabbllyy  rreecceeiivveedd  

bbyy  tthhee  mmoorree  cciivviilliisseedd  rraacceess  ooff  tthhee  MMaallaayy  AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo,,  aanndd  hhaass  ttaakkeenn  bbuutt  lliittttllee  

rroooott  aammoonngg  tthhee  lloowweerr  rraacceess..  SSuucchh  aarree  tthhee  PPaappuuaannss  ooff  NNeeww  GGuuiinneeaa,,  aanndd  tthhee  

iissllaannddss  ttoo  tthhee  nnoorrtthh--wweesstt  ooff  iitt,,  vviizz..  WWaaiiggyyuu,,  MMiissooooll,,  WWaaiiggaammaa  aanndd  SSaallaawwaattttii..  

TThheessee  iissllaannddss,,  ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  tthhee  ppeenniinnssuullaa  ooff  OOnniinn,,  oonn  tthhee  nnoorrtthh--wweesstt  ooff  NNeeww  

GGuuiinneeaa,,  wweerree  iinn  tthhee  ssiixxtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  ssuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  tthhee  SSuullttaann  ooff  BBaattjjaann,,
22
  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  

kkiinnggss  ooff  tthhee  MMoolluuccccaass..  TThhrroouugghh  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  rruulleerrss  ooff  

BBaattjjaann,,  tthhee  PPaappuuaann  cchhiieeffss  ooff  tthheessee  iissllaannddss  aaddoopptteedd  IIssllaamm,,
33
  aanndd  tthhoouugghh  tthhee  mmaassss  

ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  iinn  tthhee  iinntteerriioorr  hhaavvee  rreemmaaiinneedd  hheeaatthheenn  uupp  ttoo  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddaayy,,  tthhee  

iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  tthhee  ccooaasstt  aarree  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  llaarrggeellyy  nnoo  ddoouubbtt  oowwiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  

iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  sseettttlleerrss  ffrroomm  tthhee  MMoolluuccccaass..
44  

IInn  NNeeww  GGuuiinneeaa  iittsseellff,,  vveerryy  ffeeww  ooff  tthhee  

PPaappuuaannss  sseeeemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeccoommee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss..  IIssllaamm  wwaass  iinnttrroodduucceedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  

wweesstt  ccooaasstt  ((pprroobbaabbllyy  iinn  tthhee  ppeenniinnssuullaa  ooff  OOnniinn))  bbyy  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  mmeerrcchhaannttss,,  wwhhoo  

pprrooppaaggaatteedd  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  aammoonngg  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss,,  aass  eeaarrllyy  aass  11660066..
55
  BBuutt  iitt  aappppeeaarrss  

aappppeeaarrss  ttoo  hhaavvee  mmaaddee  vveerryy  lliittttllee  pprrooggrreessss  dduurriinngg  tthhee  cceennttuurriieess  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  eellaappsseedd  

ssiinnccee  tthheenn,,
66
  aanndd  tthhee  PPaappuuaannss  hhaavvee  sshhoowwnn  aass  mmuucchh  rreelluuccttaannccee  ttoo  bbeeccoommee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  aass  ttoo  aacccceepptt  tthhee  tteeaacchhiinnggss  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess,,  wwhhoo  

hhaavvee  llaabboouurreedd  aammoonngg  tthheemm  wwiitthhoouutt  mmuucchh  ssuucccceessss  ssiinnccee  11885555..  TThhee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ooff  tthhee  nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  iissllaannddss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aaccccuusseedd  ooff  hhoollddiinngg  tthhee  

PPaappuuaannss  iinn  ttoooo  ggrreeaatt  ccoonntteemmpptt  ttoo  mmaakkee  eeffffoorrttss  ttoo  sspprreeaadd  IIssllaamm  aammoonngg  tthheemm..
77
  TThhee  

TThhee  nnaammee  ooff  oonnee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  iiss  ffoouunndd,,  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  IImmāāmm  DDiikkiirr  ((??  DDhhiikkrr)),,  

wwhhoo  ccaammee  ffrroomm  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  iissllaannddss  oonn  tthhee  ssoouutthh--eeaasstt  ooff  CCeerraamm  aabboouutt  11885566  aanndd  

iinnttrroodduucceedd  IIssllaamm  iinnttoo  tthhee  lliittttllee  iissllaanndd  ooff  AAddii,,  ssoouutthh  ooff  tthhee  ppeenniinnssuullaa  ooff  OOnniinn;;  

aafftteerr  ffuullffiilllliinngg  hhiiss  mmiissssiioonn  hhee  rreettuurrnneedd  ttoo  hhiiss  oowwnn  hhoommee,,  rreessiissttiinngg  tthhee  
                                                           

11  TThhee  MMiissssiioonnaarryy  RReevviieeww  ooff  tthhee  WWoorrlldd,,  NN..SS..,,  vvooll..  xxiivv..  pp..  883377,,        ((NNeeww  YYoorrkk,,  11990011..))  

22  TThhee  ffiirrsstt  pprriinnccee  ooff  BBaattjjaann  wwhhoo  bbeeccaammee  aa  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  wwaass  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  ZZaayynn  aall--''ĀĀbbiiddīīnn,,  wwhhoo  wwaass  rreeiiggnniinngg  iinn  

11552211  wwhheenn  tthhee  PPoorrttuugguueessee  ffiirrsstt  ccaammee  ttoo  tthhee  MMoolluuccccaass.. 

33  RRoobbiidd??  vvaann  ddeerr  AAaa,,  pppp..  335500,,  335522--33.. 

44  IIdd..  pp,,  114477  ((MMiissooooll)),,  DDee  ssttrraannddbbeewwoonneerrss  zziijjnn  aalllleenn  MMaahhoommeeddaanneenn..    ..    ..    ..  DDee  bbeerrggbbeewwoonneerrss  zziijjnn  hheeiiddeenneenn..""  IIdd..  pp..  

pp..  5533  ((SSaallaawwaattttii)),,  ""  EEeenn  kklleeiinn  ddeeeell  ddeerr  bbeevvoollkkiinngg  vvaann  hheett  eeiillaanndd  bbeelliijjddtt  ddee  lleeeerr  vvaann  MMaahhaammeedd..  HHeett  ggrroooottssttee  ddeeeell  

bbeessttaaaatt  eecchhtteerr  uuiitt  PPaappooeesscchhee  hheeiiddeenneenn,,  eeiinniiggee  ttoott  hheett  MMoohhaammeeddaannsscchhee  ggeellooooff  zziijjnn  oovveerrggeeggaannggeenn,,  aalltthhaannss  ddeenn  

sscchhiijjnn  ddaaaarrvvaann  aaaannnneemmeenn..""    IIdd..  pp..  229900  ((WWaaiiggyyuu))..  

SSoommee  ooff  tthhee  PPaappuuaannss  ooff  tthhee  iissllaanndd  ooff  GGeebbii,,  bbeettwweeeenn  WWaaiiggyyuu  aanndd  HHaalleemmaahheerraa,,  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  bbyy  tthhee  MM--

uuhhaammmmaaddaann  sseettttlleerrss  ffrroomm  tthhee  MMoolluuccccaass..  ((CCrraawwffuurrdd  ((II)),,  pp..  114433..)) 

55  RRoobbiidd??  vvaann  ddeerr  AAaa,,  pp..  335522..  

66  CCaappttaaiinn  FFoorrrreesstt,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  iinn  11777755,,  tteellllss  uuss  tthhaatt  ""  MMaannyy  ooff  tthhee  PPaappuuaass  ttuurrnn  MMuusssseellmmeenn..""        ((VVooyyaaggee  ttoo  NNeeww  

GGuuiinneeaa,,  pp..  6688..)) 

77  RRoobbiidd??  vvaann  ddeerr  AAaa,,  pp..  7711..  ""  DDee  PPaappooee  iiss  ttee  wwooeesstt  vvaann  aaaarrdd,,  oomm  bbeehhooeeffttee  aaaann  ggooddssddiieennsstt  ttee  ggeevvooeelleenn..  EEvveennmmiinn  

aallss  ddee  CChhrriisstteelliijjkkee  lleeeerr  ttoott  nnoogg  ttooee  iinnggaanngg  bbiijj  hheemm  hheeeefftt  kkuunnnneenn  vviinnddeenn,,  zzoouu  ddee  MMaahhoommeeddaaaannsscchhee  ggooddssddiieennsstt  

ssllaaggeenn,,  wwaannnneeeerr  ddaaaarrttooee  bbiijj  ddeezzee  vvoollkkssttaammmmeenn  ppooggiinngg  ggeeddaaaann  wweerrdd..  VVoooorrzzoooovveerr  mmiijj  iiss  ggeebblleekkeenn  oopp  vviijjff  rreeiizzeenn  

nnaaaarr  ddiitt  llaanndd,,  hheebbbbeenn  nnoocchh  TTiiddoorreeeezzeenn,,  nnoocchh  CCeerraammmmeerrss  ooff  aannddeerreenn  ooooiitt  eemmssttiiggee  ppooggiinnggeenn  ggeeddaaaann,,  oomm  ddee  lleeeerr  

vvaann  MMaahhoommeedd  hhiieerr  iinn  ttee  vvooeerreenn..  ..  ..  ..  SSlleecchhttss  zzeeeerr  wweeiinniiggee  hhooooff--ddeenn,,  zzooooaallss  ddee  RRaaddjjaa  AAmmppaatt  vvaann  WWaaiiggeeooee,,  

SSaallaawwaattttii,,  MMiissooooll  eenn  WWaaiiggaammaa,,  mmooggeenn  aallss  bbeelliijjddeerrss  vvaann  ddiiee  lleeeerr  aaaannggeemmeerrkktt  wwoorrddeenn;;  zziijj  eenn  eeeenniiggee  hhuunnnneerr  

bbllooeeddvveerrwwaanntteenn  vveerrvvuulllleenn  ssoommmmiiggee  ggeellooooffssvvoorrmmeenn,,  ddoooorrddiieenn  zziijj  mmeeeerrmmaalleenn  ttee  TTiiddoorr  ggeewweeeesstt  zziijjnn  eenn  ddaaaarr  nniieett  

ggaaaarrnnee  aallss  ggeewwoonnee  PPaappooeess  bbeesscchhoouuwwdd  wwoorrddeenn..  OOnnddeerr  ddee  eeiiggeennlliijjkkee  bbeevvoollkkiinngg  iiss  nnooooiitt  ggeeppooooggdd,,  ddeenn  IIssllaamm  

iinntteevvooeerreenn,,  mmiisssscchhiieenn  wweell  uuiitt  eeeerrbbiieedd  vvoooorr  ddiieenn  ggooddssddiieennsstt,,  ddiiee  ttee  vveerrhheevveenn  iiss  vvoooorr  ddee  PPaappooeess.."" 
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iimmppoorrttuunniittiieess  ooff  tthhee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ttoo  sseettttllee  aammoonngg  tthheemm..
11  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ttrraaddeerrss  

ffrroomm  CCeerraamm  aanndd  GGoorraamm  aarree  rreeppoorrtteedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  mmaaddee  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ccoonnvveerrttss  ffrroomm  

aammoonngg  tthhee  hheeaatthheenn  dduurriinngg  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ddeeccaaddee  ooff  tthhee  ttwweennttiieetthh  cceennttuurryy..
22
  SSiimmiillaarr  

eeffffoorrttss  aarree  bbeeiinngg  mmaaddee  ttoo  ccoonnvveerrtt  tthhee  PPaappuuaannss  ooff  tthhee  nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  KKeeii  IIssllaannddss..  

IInn  tthhee  mmiiddddllee  ooff  tthhee  nniinneetteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  tthheerree  wweerree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  bbee  hhaarrddllyy  aannyy  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  oonn  tthheessee  iissllaannddss,,  wwiitthh  tthhee  eexxcceeppttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ddeesscceennddaannttss  ooff  

iimmmmiiggrraannttss  ffrroomm  tthhee  BBaannddaa  IIssllaannddss;;  ssoommee  ttiimmee  bbeeffoorree,,  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  ffrroomm  CCeerraamm  

hhaadd  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  iinn  mmaakkiinngg  ssoommee  ccoonnvveerrttss,,  bbuutt  tthhee  pprreecceeppttss  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  wweerree  

vveerryy  lliittttllee  oobbsseerrvveedd,,  bbootthh  ffoorrbbiiddddeenn  mmeeaattss  aanndd  iinnttooxxiiccaattiinngg  lliiqquuoorrss  bbeeiinngg  

iinndduullggeedd  iinn..  TThhee  wwoommeenn,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  wweerree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  bbee  ssttrriicctteerr  iinn  tthheeiirr  aaddhheerreennccee  ttoo  

tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh  tthhaann  tthhee  mmeenn,,  ssoo  tthhaatt  wwhheenn  tthheeiirr  hhuussbbaannddss  wwiisshheedd  ttoo  iinndduullggee  iinn  

sswwiinnee''ss  fflleesshh,,  tthheeyy  hhaadd  ttoo  ddoo  ssoo  iinn  sseeccrreett,,  tthheeiirr  wwiivveess  nnoott  aalllloowwiinngg  iitt  ttoo  bbee  

bbrroouugghhtt  iinnttoo  tthhee  hhoouussee..
33
  BBuutt  iinn  11888877  iitt  wwaass  nnootteedd  tthhaatt  tthheerree  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  aa  rreevviivvaall  ooff  

ooff  rreelliiggiioouuss  lliiffee  aammoonngg  tthhee  KKeeii  iissllaannddeerrss,,  aanndd  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  wwaass  

ddaaiillyy  iinnccrreeaassiinngg..  AArraabb  mmeerrcchhaannttss  ffrroomm  MMaadduurraa,,  JJaavvaa,,  aanndd  BBaallii  pprroovveedd  

tthheemmsseellvveess  zzeeaalloouuss  pprrooppaaggaannddiissttss  ooff  IIssllaamm  aanndd  lleefftt  nnoo  mmeeaannss  uunnttrriieedd  ttoo  wwiinn  

ccoonnvveerrttss,,  ssoommeettiimmeess  eennffoorrcciinngg  tthheeiirr  aarrgguummeennttss  bbyy  tthhrreeaattss  aanndd  vviioolleennccee,,  aanndd  aatt  

ootthheerr  ttiimmeess  bbyy  bbrriibbeess  ::  aass  aa  rruullee  nneeww  ccoonnvveerrttss  wweerree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  ggeett  220000  fflloorriinnss''  wwoorrtthh  

ooff  pprreesseennttss,,  wwhhiillee  cchhiieeffss  rreecceeiivveedd  aass  mmuucchh  aass  aa  tthhoouussaanndd  fflloorriinnss..
44
  AAtt  tthhee  cclloossee  ooff  

ooff  tthhee  nniinneetteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  aabboouutt  88000000  ooff  tthhee  KKeeii  iissllaannddeerrss  wweerree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  bbee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  oouutt  ooff  aa  ttoottaall  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  2233,,000000..
55
  

  TThhee  aabboovvee  sskkeettcchh  ooff  tthhee  sspprreeaadd  ooff  IIssllaamm  ffrroomm  wweesstt  ttoo  eeaasstt  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  

MMaallaayy  AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo  ccoommpprriisseess  bbuutt  aa  ssmmaallll  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  

wwoorrkk  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  tthheessee  iissllaannddss..  MMaannyy  ooff  tthhee  ffaaccttss  ooff  tthhiiss  hhiissttoorryy  aarree  wwhhoollllyy  uunn--

rreeccoorrddeedd,,  aanndd  wwhhaatt  ccaann  bbee  gglleeaanneedd  ffrroomm  nnaattiivvee  cchhrroonniicclleess  aanndd  tthhee  wwoorrkkss  ooff  

EEuurrooppeeaann  ttrraavveelllleerrss,,  ooffffiicciiaallss  aanndd  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  iiss  nneecceessssaarriillyy  ffrraaggmmeennttaarryy  aanndd  

iinnccoommpplleettee..  BBuutt  tthheerree  iiss  eevviiddeennccee  eennoouugghh  ttoo  sshhooww  tthhee  eexxiisstteennccee  ooff  ppeeaacceeffuull  

mmiissssiioonnaarryy  eeffffoorrttss  ttoo  sspprreeaadd  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  IIssllaamm  dduurriinngg  tthhee  llaasstt  ssiixx  hhuunnddrreedd  yyeeaarrss  ::  

ssoommeettiimmeess  iinnddeeeedd  tthhee  sswwoorrdd  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ddrraawwnn  iinn  ssuuppppoorrtt  ooff  tthhee  ccaauussee  ooff  rreelliiggiioonn,,  

bbuutt  pprreeaacchhiinngg  aanndd  ppeerrssuuaassiioonn  rraatthheerr  tthhaann  ffoorrccee  aanndd  vviioolleennccee  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  tthhee  mmaaiinn  

cchhaarraacctteerriissttiiccss  ooff  tthhiiss  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  mmoovveemmeenntt..  TThhee  mmaarrvveelllloouuss  ssuucccceessss  tthhaatt  hhaass  

bbeeeenn  aacchhiieevveedd  hhaass  bbeeeenn  llaarrggeellyy  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ooff  ttrraaddeerrss,,  wwhhoo  wwoonn  tthheeiirr  wwaayy  ttoo  tthhee  

hheeaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  nnaattiivveess,,  bbyy  lleeaarrnniinngg  tthheeiirr  llaanngguuaaggee,,  aaddooppttiinngg  tthheeiirr  mmaannnneerrss  aanndd  

ccuussttoommss,,  aanndd  bbeeggaann  qquuiieettllyy  aanndd  ggrraadduuaallllyy  ttoo  sspprreeaadd  tthhee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthheeiirr  

rreelliiggiioonn  bbyy  ffiirrsstt  ccoonnvveerrttiinngg  tthhee  nnaattiivvee  wwoommeenn  tthheeyy  mmaarrrriieedd  aanndd  tthhee  ppeerrssoonnss  

aassssoocciiaatteedd  wwiitthh  tthheemm  iinn  tthheeiirr  bbuussiinneessss  rreellaattiioonnss..  IInnsstteeaadd  ooff  hhoollddiinngg  tthheemmsseellvveess  

aappaarrtt  iinn  pprroouudd  iissoollaattiioonn,,  tthheeyy  ggrraadduuaallllyy  mmeelltteedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  mmaassss  ooff  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn,,  

eemmppllooyyiinngg  aallll  tthheeiirr  ssuuppeerriioorriittyy  ooff  iinntteelllliiggeennccee  aanndd  cciivviilliissaattiioonn  ffoorr  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ooff  

ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  aanndd  mmaakkiinngg  ssuucchh  sskkiillffuull  ccoommpprroommiisseess  iinn  tthhee  ddooccttrriinneess  aanndd  pprraaccttiicceess  

                                                           

11  RRoobbiidd??  vvaann  ddeerr  AAaa,,  pp..  331199..  

22  KKoolloonniiaaaall  VVeerrssllaagg  vvaann  11990066,,  pp..  7700;;    11991111,,  pp..  5522..  

33  TThhee  JJoouurrnnaall  ooff  tthhee  IInnddiiaann  AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo,,vvooii..vviiii..pppp..6644,,7711..  ((SSiinnggaappoorree,,  11885533..))  

44  GG..  WW..  WW..  CC..  BBaarroonn  vvoonn  HHoo??vveellll,,  pp..  112200..  KKrriieeggeerr,,  pp..  443366..  

55  EEnnccyyccllooppaaeeddiiee  vvaann  NN..--II--,,  vvooll..  iiii..  pp..  221100..  
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ooff  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh  aass  wweerree  nneeeeddeedd  ttoo  rreeccoommmmeenndd  iitt  ttoo  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  tthheeyy  wwiisshheedd  ttoo  

aattttrraacctt..
11
  IInn  ffaacctt,,  aass  BBuucckkllee  ssaaiidd  ooff  tthheemm,,  ""  TThhee  MMaahhoommeettaann  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  aarree  vveerryy  

jjuuddiicciioouuss..""
22
  

  BBeessiiddee  tthhee  ttrraaddeerrss,,  tthheerree  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  wwhhaatt  mmaayy  bbee  ccaalllleedd  

pprrooffeessssiioonnaall  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess——tthheeoollooggiiaannss,,  pprreeaacchheerrss,,  jjuurriissccoonnssuullttss  aanndd  ppiillggrriimmss..  

TThhee  llaatttteerr  hhaavvee,,  iinn  rreecceenntt  yyeeaarrss,,  bbeeeenn  eessppeecciiaallllyy  aaccttiivvee  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ooff  

pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg,,  iinn  ssttiirrrriinngg  uupp  aa  mmoorree  vviiggoorroouuss  aanndd  ccoonnssiisstteenntt  rreelliiggiioouuss  lliiffee  aammoonngg  

tthheeiirr  ffeellllooww--ccoouunnttrryymmeenn,,  aanndd  iinn  ppuurrggiinngg  aawwaayy  tthhee  lliinnggeerriinngg  rreemmaaiinnss  ooff  hheeaatthheenn  

hhaabbiittss  aanndd  bbeelliieeffss..  TThhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  mmaakkee  tthhee  ppiillggrriimmaaggee  ttoo  MMeeccccaa  ffrroomm  

aallll  ppaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo  iiss  ccoonnssttaannttllyy  oonn  tthhee  iinnccrreeaassee,,  aanndd  tthheerree  iiss  iinn  

ccoonnsseeqquueennccee  aa  pprrooppoorrttiioonnaattee  ggrroowwtthh  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  iinnfflluueennccee  aanndd  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  tthhoouugghhtt..  UUpp  ttoo  tthhee  mmiiddddllee  ooff  tthhee  nniinneetteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  tthhee  DDuuttcchh  

GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ttrriieedd  ttoo  ppuutt  oobbssttaacclleess  iinn  tthhee  wwaayy  ooff  tthhee  ppiillggrriimmss  aanndd  ppaasssseedd  aann  oorrddeerr  

tthhaatt  nnoo  oonnee  sshhoouulldd  bbee  aalllloowweedd  ttoo  mmaakkee  tthhee  ppiillggrriimmaaggee  ttoo  tthhee  hhoollyy  cciittyy  wwiitthhoouutt  aa  

ppaassssppoorrtt,,  ffoorr  wwhhiicchh  hhee  hhaadd  ttoo  ppaayy  IIIIoo  fflloorriinnss;;  aanndd  aannyy  oonnee  wwhhoo  eevvaaddeedd  tthhiiss  oorrddeerr  

wwaass  oonn  hhiiss  rreettuurrnn  ccoommppeelllleedd  ttoo  ppaayy  aa  ffiinnee  ooff  ddoouubbllee  tthhaatt  aammoouunntt..
33
  AAccccoorrddiinnggllyy  iitt  

iiss  nnoott  ssuurrpprriissiinngg  ttoo  ffiinndd  tthhaatt  iinn  11885522  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ppiillggrriimmss  wwaass  ssoo  llooww  aass  

sseevveennttyy,,  bbuutt  iinn  tthhee  ssaammee  yyeeaarr  tthhiiss  oorrddeerr  wwaass  rreesscciinnddeedd,,  aanndd  ssiinnccee  tthheenn,,  tthheerree  hhaass  

bbeeeenn  aa  sstteeaaddyy  iinnccrreeaassee..  

  TThhee  aavveerraaggee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ppiillggrriimmss  dduurriinngg  tthhee  llaasstt  ddeeccaaddee  ooff  tthhee  nniinneetteeeenntthh  

cceennttuurryy  wwaass  77000000——dduurriinngg  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ddeeccaaddee  ooff  tthhee  ttwweennttiieetthh,,  77330000;;
  44

  bbuutt  tthhee  

nnuummbbeerrss  vvaarryy  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllyy  ffrroomm  yyeeaarr  ttoo  yyeeaarr,,  tthhee  llaarrggeesstt  rreeccoorrddeedd  nnuummbbeerr  ffrroomm  

tthhee  DDuuttcchh  IInnddiieess  bbeeiinngg  1144,,223344  iinn  11991100..
  55
  

  SSuucchh  aann  iinnccrreeaassee  iiss  nnoo  ddoouubbtt  llaarrggeellyy  dduuee  ttoo  tthhee  iinnccrreeaasseedd  ffaacciilliittiieess  ooff  

ccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn  bbeettwweeeenn  MMeeccccaa  aanndd  tthhee  MMaallaayy  AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo,,  bbuutt,,  aass  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann  

mmiissssiioonnaarryy  hhaass  oobbsseerrvveedd,,  tthhiiss  bbyy  nnoo  mmeeaannss  ""  ddiimmiinniisshheess  tthhee  iimmppoorrttaannccee  ooff  tthhee  

ffaacctt,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  aass  tthhee  HHaaddjjiiss,,  wwhhoossee  nnuummbbeerrss  hhaavvee  ggrroowwnn  ssoo  rraappiiddllyy,,  hhaavvee  bbyy  nnoo  

mmeeaannss  lloosstt  iinn  qquuaalliittyy  wwhhaatt  tthheeyy  ggaaiinneedd  iinn  qquuaannttiittyy;;  oonn  tthhee  ccoonnttrraarryy,,  tthheerree  aarree  

nnooww  aammoonnggsstt  tthheemm  mmaannyy  mmoorree  tthhoorroouugghhllyy  aaccqquuaaiinntteedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  

IIssllaamm,,  aanndd  wwhhoollllyy  iimmbbuueedd  wwiitthh  MMoosslleemm  ffaannaattiicciissmm  aanndd  hhaattrreedd  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  

uunnbbeelliieevveerrss,,  tthhaann  tthheerree  ffoorrmmeerrllyy  wweerree..""
  66

  
  
TThhee  rreeppoorrttss  ooff  tthhee  DDuuttcchh  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  

aanndd  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  bbeeaarr  uunnaanniimmoouuss  tteessttiimmoonnyy  ttoo  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  aanndd  tthhee  

pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  zzeeaall  ooff  tthheessee  ppiillggrriimmss  wwhhoo  rreettuurrnn  ttoo  tthheeiirr  hhoommeess  aass  aatt  oonnccee  

rreeffoorrmmeerrss  aanndd  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess..
  77

  BBeessiiddee  tthhee  ppiillggrriimmss  wwhhoo  ccoonntteenntt  tthheemmsseellvveess  wwiitthh  

mmeerreellyy  vviissiittiinngg  tthhee  ssaaccrreedd  ppllaacceess  aanndd  ppeerrffoorrmmiinngg  tthhee  dduuee  cceerreemmoonniieess,,  aanndd  tthhoossee  

wwhhoo  mmaakkee  aa  lloonnggeerr  ssttaayy  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  ccoommpplleettee  tthheeiirr  tthheeoollooggiiccaall  ssttuuddiieess,,  tthheerree  iiss  aa  

llaarrggee  ccoolloonnyy  ooff  MMaallaayyss  iinn  MMeeccccaa  aatt  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ttiimmee,,  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  ttaakkeenn  uupp  tthheeiirr  
                                                           

11  CCrraawwffuurrdd  ((22)),,  pppp..  227755,,  330077..  

22  BBuucckkllee''ss  MMiisscceellllaanneeoouuss  aanndd  PPoosstthhuummoouuss  WWoorrkkss,,  eeddiitteedd  bbyy  HHeelleenn  TTaayylloorr,,  vvooll..  ii..  pp..  559944..  ((LLoonnddoonn,,  11887722))..  

33  NNeeiimmaannnn,,  pppp..  440066--77..  

44  CC..  SSnnoouucckk  HHuurrggrroouujjee::  DDee  hhaaddjjii--ppoolliittiieekk  ddeerr  IInnddiisscchhee  RReeggeeeerriinngg,,  pp..  1122..  ((OOvveerrddrruukk  uuiitt  CCaazzee  EEeeuuww,,  11990099..))  

55  IIdd..::  NNootteess  ssuurr  llee  mmoouuvveemmeenntt  ddaa  ppeelleerriinnaaggee  ddee  llaa  MMeeccqquuee  aauuxx  IInnddeess  NNeeeerrllaannddaaiisseess..  ((RR..  dduu  MM..  MM..,,  vvooll..  xxvv..  pppp..  

440099,,  441122..))  

66  RReeppoorrtt  ooff  CCeenntteennaarryy  CCoonnffeerreennccee  oonn  PPrrootteessttaanntt  MMiissssiioonnss..  vvooll  ii..  pp..  2211..  NNiieemmaannnn,,  pp..  440077..  

77  MMeedd..  NNeedd..  ZZeennddeelliinnggggeenn,,  vvoollss..  xxxxxxiiii..,,  xxxxxxiivv..  ppaassssiimm.. 
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rreessiiddeennccee  ppeerrmmaanneennttllyy  iinn  tthhee  ssaaccrreedd  cciittyy..  TThheessee  aarree  iinn  ccoonnssttaanntt  ccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn  

wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  ffeellllooww--ccoouunnttrryymmeenn  iinn  tthheeiirr  nnaattiivvee  llaanndd,,  aanndd  tthheeiirr  eeffffoorrttss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  

llaarrggeellyy  eeffffeeccttuuaall  iinn  ppuurrggiinngg  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaanniissmm  iinn  tthhee  MMaallaayy  AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo  ffrroomm  

tthhee  ccoonnttaammiinnaattiioonn  ooff  hheeaatthheenn  ccuussttoommss  aanndd  mmooddeess  ooff  tthhoouugghhtt  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  ssuurrvviivveedd  

ffrroomm  aann  eeaarrlliieerr  ppeerriioodd..  AA  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  rreelliiggiioouuss  bbooookkss  iiss  aallssoo  pprriinntteedd  iinn  

MMeeccccaa  iinn  tthhee  vvaarriioouuss  llaanngguuaaggeess  ssppookkeenn  bbyy  tthhee  MMaallaayy  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  aanndd  ccaarrrriieedd  

ttoo  aallll  ppaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo..  IInnddeeeedd  MMeeccccaa  hhaass  bbeeeenn  wweellll  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  mmoorree  

iinnfflluueennccee  oonn  tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  lliiffee  ooff  tthheessee  iissllaannddss  tthhaann  oonn  TTuurrkkeeyy,,  IInnddiiaa  oorr  BBuukkhhaarraa..
11
  

  AAss  mmiigghhtt  bbee  aannttiicciippaatteedd  ffrroomm  aa  ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn  ooff  tthheessee  ffaaccttss,,  tthheerree  hhaass  bbeeeenn  

ooff  rreecceenntt  yyeeaarrss  aa  vveerryy  ggrreeaatt  aawwaakkeenniinngg  ooff  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  aaccttiivviittyy  iinn  tthhee  MMaallaayy  

AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo,,  aanndd  tthhee  rreettuurrnneedd  ppiillggrriimmss,,  wwhheetthheerr  aass  mmeerrcchhaannttss  oorr  rreelliiggiioouuss  

tteeaacchheerrss,,  bbeeccoommee  pprreeaacchheerrss  ooff  IIssllaamm  wwhheerreevveerr  tthheeyy  ccoommee  iinn  ccoonnttaacctt  wwiitthh  aa  

hheeaatthheenn  ppooppuullaattiioonn..  TThhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  oorrddeerrss  mmoorreeoovveerr  hhaavvee  eexxtteennddeedd  tthheeiirr  

oorrggaanniissaattiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  MMaallaayy  AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo,,
  22  

eevveenn  tthhee  yyoouunnggeesstt  ooff  tthheemm——tthhee  

SSaannuussiiyyyyaahh——ffiinnddiinngg  aaddhheerreennttss  iinn  tthhee  mmoosstt  ddiissttaanntt  iissllaannddss,,
  33

  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ssiiggnnss  ooff  

iittss  iinnfflluueennccee  bbeeiinngg  tthhee  aaddooppttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  nnaammee  SSaannuussii  bbyy  mmaannyy  MMaallaayyss,,  wwhheenn  iinn  

MMeeccccaa  tthheeyy  cchhaannggee  tthheeiirr  nnaattiivvee  ffoorr  AArraabbiicc  nnaammeess..
  44

  

  TThhee  DDuuttcchh  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  aaccccuusseedd  bbyy  CChhrriissttiiaann  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  ooff  

ffaavvoouurriinngg  tthhee  sspprreeaadd  ooff  IIssllaamm;;  hhoowweevveerr  tthhiiss  mmaayy  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn,,  iitt  iiss  cceerrttaaiinn  tthhaatt  tthhee  

wwoorrkk  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  iiss  ffaacciilliittaatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  MMaallaayy,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  

ssppookkeenn  bbyy  hhaarrddllyy  aannyy  bbuutt  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss,,  hhaass  bbeeeenn  aaddoopptteedd  aass  tthhee  ooffffiicciiaall  

llaanngguuaaggee  ooff  tthhee  DDuuttcchh  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt,,  eexxcceepptt  iinn  JJaavvaa;;  aanndd  aass  tthhee  DDuuttcchh  cciivviill  

sseerrvvaannttss  aarree  eevveerryywwhheerree  aatttteennddeedd  bbyy  aa  ccrroowwdd  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ssuubboorrddiinnaattee  

ooffffiicciiaallss,,  ppoolliittiiccaall  aaggeennttss,,  cclleerrkkss,,  iinntteerrpprreetteerrss  aanndd  ttrraaddeerrss,,  tthheeyy  ccaarrrryy  IIssllaamm  wwiitthh  

tthheemm  iinnttoo  eevveerryy  ppllaaccee  tthheeyy  vviissiitt..  AAllll  ppeerrssoonnss  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  ttoo  ddoo  bbuussiinneessss  wwiitthh  tthhee  

GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  aarree  oobblliiggeedd  ttoo  lleeaarrnn  tthhee  MMaallaayy  llaanngguuaaggee,,  aanndd  tthheeyy  sseellddoomm  lleeaarrnn  iitt  

wwiitthhoouutt  aatt  tthhee  ssaammee  ttiimmee  bbeeccoommiinngg  MMuussaallmmaannss..  IInn  tthhiiss  wwaayy  tthhee  mmoosstt  iinnfflluueennttiiaall  

ppeeooppllee  eemmbbrraaccee  IIssllaamm,,  aanndd  tthhee  rreesstt  ssoooonn  ffoollllooww  tthheeiirr  eexxaammppllee..
  55

  TThhuuss  IIssllaamm  iiss  aatt  

tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ttiimmee  rraappiiddllyy  ddrriivviinngg  oouutt  hheeaatthheenniissmm  ffrroomm  tthhee  MMaallaayy  AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo..  

                                                           

11  SSnnoouucckk  HHuurrggrroonnjjee  ((33)),,  vvooll..  iiii..  pppp..  xxvv..  333399--339933..  EEnnccyyccllooppaaeeddiiee  vvaann  NN..--II..,,  vvooll..  iiii..  pppp..  557766--99..  

22  ee..  gg..  tthhee  QQāāddiirriiyyyyaahh,,  NNaaqqsshhbbaannddiiyyyyaahh  aanndd  SSaammmmaanniiyyyyaahh..  ((CC..  SSnnoouucckk  HHuurrggrroonnjjee  ((22))..  pp..  118866..))  IIdd..  ((33))  vvooll..  iiii..  pp..  

337722,,  eettcc..  

33  JJ..  GG..  FF..  RRiieeddeell  ((īī)),,  pppp..  77,,  5599,,  116622..  

44  SSnnoouucckk  HHuurrggrroonnjjee  ((33)),,  vvooll..  iiii..  pp..  332233..  

55  HHaauurrii,,  pp..  331133..  EEnnccyyccllooppaaeeddiiee  vvaann  NN..--II..,,  vvooll..  iiii..  pp..552244..  
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CCHHAAPPTTEERR    XXIIIIII..  

  

CCOONNCCLLUUSSIIOONN..  

  

TToo  tthhee  mmooddeerrnn  CChhrriissttiiaann  wwoorrlldd,,  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  wwoorrkk  iimmpplliieess  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  

ssoocciieettiieess,,  ppaaiidd  aaggeennttss,,  ssuubbssccrriippttiioonnss,,  rreeppoorrttss  aanndd  jjoouurrnnaallss;;  aanndd  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  

eenntteerrpprriissee  wwiitthhoouutt  aa  rreegguullaarrllyy  ccoonnssttiittuutteedd  aanndd  ccoonnttiinnuuoouuss  oorrggaanniissaattiioonn  sseeeemmss  aa  

mmiissnnoommeerr..  TThhee  eecccclleessiiaassttiiccaall  ccoonnssttiittuuttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  CChhuurrcchh  hhaass,,  ffrroomm  tthhee  

vveerryy  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  iittss  hhiissttoorryy,,  mmaaddee  pprroovviissiioonn  ffoorr  tthhee  pprrooppaaggaattiioonn  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  

tteeaacchhiinngg  aammoonngg  uunnbbeelliieevveerrss;;  iittss  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  iinn  mmoosstt  ccaasseess,,  rreegguullaarrllyy  

oorrddaaiinneedd  pprriieessttss  oorr  mmoonnkkss;;  tthhee  mmoonnaassttiicc  oorrddeerrss  ((ffrroomm  tthhee  BBeenneeddiiccttiinneess  

ddoowwnnwwaarrddss))  aanndd  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  ssoocciieettiieess  ooff  mmoorree  mmooddeerrnn  ttiimmeess  hhaavvee  ddeevvootteedd  

tthheemmsseellvveess  wwiitthh  ssppeecciiaall  aanndd  ccoonncceennttrraatteedd  aatttteennttiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  ffuurrtthheerriinngg  ooff  aa  

ddeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  wwoorrkk  tthhaatt,,  ffrroomm  tthhee  ffiirrsstt,,  hhaass  bbeeeenn  rreeccooggnniisseedd  ttoo  bbee  oonnee  

ooff  tthhee  pprriimmee  dduuttiieess  ooff  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh..  BBuutt  iinn  IIssllaamm  tthhee  aabbsseennccee  ooff  aannyy  kkiinndd  ooff  

pprriieesstthhoooodd  oorr  aannyy  eecccclleessiiaassttiiccaall  oorrggaanniissaattiioonn  wwhhaatteevveerr  hhaass  ccaauusseedd  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  

eenneerrggyy  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  ttoo  eexxhhiibbiitt  iittsseellff  iinn  ffoorrmmss  vveerryy  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ttoo  tthhoossee  tthhaatt  

aappppeeaarr  iinn  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  mmiissssiioonnss::  tthheerree  aarree  nnoo  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  ssoocciieettiieess,,
11
  nnoo  

ssppeecciiaallllyy  ttrraaiinneedd  aaggeennttss,,  vveerryy  lliittttllee  ccoonnttiinnuuiittyy  ooff  eeffffoorrtt..  TThhee  oonnllyy  eexxcceeppttiioonn  

aappppeeaarrss  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  iinn  tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  oorrddeerrss  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  wwhhoossee  oorrggaanniissaattiioonn  

rreesseemmbblleess  ttoo  ssoommee  eexxtteenntt  tthhaatt  ooff  tthhee  mmoonnaassttiicc  oorrddeerrss  ooff  CChhrriisstteennddoomm..  BBuutt  eevveenn  

hheerree  tthhee  aabbsseennccee  ooff  tthhee  pprriieessttllyy  iiddeeaall,,  ooff  aannyy  tthheeoorryy  ooff  tthhee  sseeppaarraatteenneessss  ooff  tthhee  

rreelliiggiioouuss  tteeaacchheerr  ffrroomm  tthhee  ccoommmmoonn  bbooddyy  ooff  bbeelliieevveerrss  oorr  ooff  tthhee  nneecceessssiittyy  ooff  aa  

ssppeecciiaall  ccoonnsseeccrraattiioonn  aanndd  aauutthhoorriissaattiioonn  ffoorr  tthhee  ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee  ooff  rreelliiggiioouuss  

ffuunnccttiioonnss,,  mmaakkeess  tthhee  ffuunnddaammeennttaall  ddiiffffeerreennccee  iinn  tthhee  ttwwoo  ssyysstteemmss  ssttaanndd  oouutt  aass  

cclleeaarrllyy  aass  eellsseewwhheerree..    

  WWhhaatteevveerr  ddiissaaddvvaannttaaggeess  mmaayy  bbee  eennttaaiilleedd  bbyy  tthhiiss  wwaanntt  ooff  aa  pprriieessttllyy  ccllaassss,,  

ssppeecciiaallllyy  sseett  aappaarrtt  ffoorr  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ooff  pprrooppaaggaattiinngg  tthhee  ffaaiitthh,,  aarree  ccoommppeennssaatteedd  ffoorr  bbyy  

tthhee  ccoonnsseeqquueenntt  ffeeeelliinngg  ooff  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  rreessttiinngg  oonn  tthhee  iinnddiivviidduuaall  bbeelliieevveerr..  TThheerree  

bbeeiinngg  nnoo  iinntteerrmmeeddiiaarryy  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  aanndd  hhiiss  GGoodd,,  tthhee  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  ooff  hhiiss  

ppeerrssoonnaall  ssaallvvaattiioonn  rreessttss  uuppoonn  hhiimmsseellff  aalloonnee::  ccoonnsseeqquueennttllyy  hhee  bbeeccoommeess  aass  aa  rruullee  

mmuucchh  mmoorree  ssttrriicctt  aanndd  ccaarreeffuull  iinn  tthhee  ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee  ooff  hhiiss  rreelliiggiioouuss  dduuttiieess,,  hhee  ttaakkeess  

mmoorree  ttrroouubbllee  ttoo  lleeaarrnn  tthhee  ddooccttrriinneess  aanndd  oobbsseerrvvaanncceess  ooff  hhiiss  ffaaiitthh,,  aanndd  tthhuuss  

bbeeccoommiinngg  ddeeeeppllyy  iimmpprreesssseedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  iimmppoorrttaannccee  ooff  tthheemm  ttoo  hhiimmsseellff,,  iiss  mmoorree  

lliikkeellyy  ttoo  bbeeccoommee  aann  eexxppoonneenntt  ooff  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  cchhaarraacctteerr  ooff  hhiiss  ccrreeeedd  iinn  tthhee  

pprreesseennccee  ooff  tthhee  uunnbbeelliieevveerr..  TThhee  wwoouulldd--bbee  pprroosseellyyttiisseerr  hhaass  nnoott  ttoo  rreeffeerr  hhiiss  

ccoonnvveerrtt  ttoo  ssoommee  aauutthhoorriisseedd  rreelliiggiioouuss  tteeaacchheerr  ooff  hhiiss  ccrreeeedd  wwhhoo  mmaayy  ffoorrmmaallllyy  

rreecceeiivvee  tthhee  nneeoopphhyyttee  iinnttoo  tthhee  bbooddyy  ooff  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh,,  nnoorr  nneeeedd  hhee  ddrreeaadd  

eecccclleessiiaassttiiccaall  cceennssuurree  ffoorr  ccoommmmiittttiinngg  tthhee  ssiinn  ooff  KKoorraahh..  AAccccoorrddiinnggllyy,,  hhoowweevveerr  

ggrreeaatt  aann  eexxaaggggeerraattiioonn  iitt  mmaayy  bbee  ttoo  ssaayy,,  aass  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ssaaiidd  ssoo  oofftteenn,,
  22

  tthhaatt  eevveerryy  

                                                           

11OOrrggaanniissaattiioonnss  bbaasseedd  oonn  tthhee  mmooddeell  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  ssoocciieettiieess  ddoo  nnoott  bbeeggiinn  ttoo  mmaakkee  tthheeiirr  aappppeeaarraannccee  uunnttiill  

tthhee  ttwweennttiieetthh  cceennttuurryy;;  ssoommee  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  tthheessee  iiss  ggiivveenn  iinn  AAppppeennddiixx  IIIIII..  

22""??   ttoouutt  mmuussuullmmaann,,  qquueellqquuee  mmoonnddooiinn  qquu''iill  ssooiitt,,  llee  pprrooss??llyyttiissmmee  sseemmbbllẹẹ  ??ttrree  eenn  qquueellqquuee  ssoorrttee  iinnnn??..""  ((SSnnoouucckk  
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MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  iiss  aa  mmiissssiioonnaarryy,,  ssttiillll  iitt  iiss  ttrruuee  tthhaatt  eevveerryy  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  mmaayy  bbee  

oonnee,,  aanndd  ffeeww  ttrruullyy  ddeevvoouutt  MMuusslliimmss,,  lliivviinngg  iinn  ddaaiillyy  ccoonnttaacctt  wwiitthh  uunnbbeelliieevveerrss,,  

nneegglleecctt  tthhee  pprreecceepptt  ooff  tthheeiirr  PPrroopphheett::  ""  SSuummmmoonn  tthheemm  ttoo  tthhee  wwaayy  ooff  tthhyy  LLoorrdd  wwiitthh  

wwiissddoomm  aanndd  wwiitthh  kkiinnddllyy  wwaarrnniinngg..""
11
  TThhuuss  iitt  iiss  tthhaatt,,  ssiiddee  bbyy  ssiiddee  wwiitthh  tthhee  

pprrooffeessssiioonnaall  pprrooppaaggaannddiissttss,,——tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  tteeaacchheerrss  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  ddeevvootteedd  aallll  tthheeiirr  

ttiimmee  aanndd  eenneerrggiieess  ttoo  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  wwoorrkk,,——tthhee  aannnnaallss  ooff  tthhee  pprrooppaaggaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

MMuusslliimm  ffaaiitthh  ccoonnttaaiinn  tthhee  rreeccoorrdd  ooff  mmeenn  aanndd  wwoommeenn  ooff  aallll  rraannkkss  ooff  ssoocciieettyy,,  ffrroomm  

tthhee  ssoovveerreeiiggnn
22
  ttoo  tthhee  ppeeaassaanntt44  aanndd  ooff  aallll  ttrraaddeess  aanndd  pprrooffeessssiioonnss,,  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  

llaabboouurreedd  ffoorr  tthhee  sspprreeaadd  ooff  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh,,——tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ttrraaddeerr,,  uunnlliikkee  hhiiss  CChhrriissttiiaann  

bbrrootthheerr,,  sshhoowwiinngg  hhiimmsseellff  eessppeecciiaallllyy  aaccttiivvee  iinn  ssuucchh  wwoorrkk..  IInn  aa  lliisstt  ooff  IInnddiiaann  

mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  ppuubblliisshheedd  iinn  tthhee  jjoouurrnnaall  ooff  aa  rreelliiggiioouuss  aanndd  pphhiillaanntthhrrooppiicc  ssoocciieettyy  ooff  

LLaahhoorree
33  

wwee  ffiinndd  tthhee  nnaammeess  ooff  sscchhoooollmmaasstteerrss,,  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  cclleerrkkss  iinn  tthhee  CCaannaall  

aanndd  OOppiiuumm  DDeeppaarrttmmeennttss,,  ttrraaddeerrss  ((iinncclluuddiinngg  aa  ddeeaalleerr  iinn  ccaammeell--ccaarrttss)),,  aann  eeddiittoorr  ooff  

aa  nneewwssppaappeerr,,  aa  bbooookkbbiinnddeerr  aanndd  aa  wwoorrkkmmaann  iinn  aa  pprriinnttiinngg  eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt..  TThheessee  

mmeenn  ddeevvoottee  tthhee  hhoouurrss  ooff  lleeiissuurree  lleefftt  tthheemm  aafftteerr  tthhee  ccoommpplleettiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ddaayy''ss  

llaabboouurr,,  ttoo  tthhee  pprreeaacchhiinngg  ooff  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  iinn  tthhee  ssttrreeeettss  aanndd  bbaazzaaaarrss  ooff  IInnddiiaann  

cciittiieess,,  sseeeekkiinngg  ttoo  wwiinn  ccoonnvveerrttss  bbootthh  ffrroomm  aammoonngg  CChhrriissttiiaannss  aanndd  HHiinndduuss,,  wwhhoossee  

rreelliiggiioouuss  bbeelliieeffss  tthheeyy  ccoonnttrroovveerrtt  aanndd  aattttaacckk..  

  IItt  iiss  iinntteerreessttiinngg  ttoo  nnoottee  tthhaatt  tthhee  pprrooppaaggaattiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm  hhaass  nnoott  bbeeeenn  tthhee  

wwoorrkk  ooff  mmeenn  oonnllyy,,  bbuutt  tthhaatt  MMuusslliimm  wwoommeenn  hhaavvee  aallssoo  ttaakkeenn  tthheeiirr  ppaarrtt  iinn  tthhiiss  

ppiioouuss  ttaasskk..  SSeevveerraall  ooff  tthhee  MMoonnggooll  pprriinncceess  oowweedd  tthheeiirr  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  

ooff  aa  MMuusslliimm  wwiiffee,,  aanndd  tthhee  ssaammee  wwaass  pprroobbaabbllyy  tthhee  ccaassee  wwiitthh  mmaannyy  ooff  tthhee  ppaaggaann  

TTuurrkkss  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  hhaadd  ccaarrrriieedd  tthheeiirr  rraaiiddss  iinnttoo  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ccoouunnttrriieess..  TThhee  

SSaannūūssiiyyyyaahh  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  wwhhoo  ccaammee  ttoo  wwoorrkk  aammoonngg  tthhee  TTūūbbūū,,  ttoo  tthhee  nnoorrtthh  ooff  

LLaakkee  CChhaadd,,  ooppeenneedd  sscchhoooollss  ffoorr  ggiirrllss,,  aanndd  ttooookk  aaddvvaannttaaggee  ooff  tthhee  ppoowweerrffuull  

iinnfflluueennccee  eexxeerrcciisseedd  bbyy  tthhee  wwoommeenn  aammoonngg  tthheessee  ttrriibbeess  ((aass  aammoonngg  tthheeiirr  

nneeiigghhbboouurrss,,  tthhee  BBeerrbbeerrss)),,  iinn  tthheeiirr  eeffffoorrttss  ttoo  wwiinn  tthheemm  oovveerr  ttoo  IIssllaamm..
  44

  IInn  GGeerrmmaann  

EEaasstt  AAffrriiccaa,,  tthhee  ppaaggaann  nnaattiivveess  wwhhoo  lleeaavvee  tthheeiirr  hhoommeess  ffoorr  ssiixx  mmoonntthhss  oorr  mmoorree,,  ttoo  

wwoorrkk  oonn  tthhee  rraaiillwwaayyss  oorr  ppllaannttaattiioonnss,,  aarree  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  bbyy  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  wwoommeenn  

wwiitthh  wwhhoomm  tthheeyy  ccoonnttrraacctt  tteemmppoorraarryy  aalllliiaanncceess;;  tthheessee  wwoommeenn  rreeffuussee  ttoo  hhaavvee  

aannyytthhiinngg  ttoo  ddoo  wwiitthh  aann  uunncciirrccuummcciisseedd  kkāāffiirr,,  aanndd  ttoo  eessccaappee  tthhee  ddiissggrraaccee  aattttaacchhiinngg  

ttoo  ssuucchh  aann  aappppeellllaattiioonn,,  tthheeiirr  hhuussbbaannddss  bbeeccoommee  cciirrccuummcciisseedd  aanndd  tthhuuss  rreecceeiivvee  aann  

eennttrryy  iinnttoo  MMuusslliimm  ssoocciieettyy..
  55

  TThhee  pprrooggrreessss  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa  dduurriinngg  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  

hhaallff  ooff  tthhee  llaasstt  cceennttuurryy  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ssaaiidd  ttoo  bbee  iinn  llaarrggee  mmeeaassuurree  dduuee  ttoo  tthhee  eeffffoorrttss  ooff  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  wwoommeenn,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  tthhee  wwiivveess  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  pprriinncceess,,  wwhhoo  hhaadd  ttoo  

pprreetteenndd  aa  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ttoo  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  oonn  tthhee  ooccccaassiioonn  ooff  tthheeiirr  mmaarrrriiaaggee,,  bbuutt  
                                                                                                                                                                                     

HHuurraarroonnjjee,,  RReevvuuee  ddee  11''HHiissttooiirree  ddeess  RReelliiggiioonnss,,  vvooll..  IIvviiii..  pp..  6666..))  ""  DDeerr  MMuusslliimm  iisstt  vvoonn  NNaattuurr  MMiiaassiioonnaarr  ..  ..  ..  EErr  

ttrreeiibbtt  MMiissssiioonn  aauuff  eeiiggnnee  FFaauusstt  uunndd  KKoosstteenn..""  ((MMuunn--zziinnggeerr,,  pp..  441111..))  SSnnoonncckk  HHuurrggrroonnjjee  ((ii)),,  pp..  88;;  LLiiiittttkkee  ((22)),,  pp..  3300;;  

JJuulliiuuss  RRiicchhtteerr,,  pp..  115522;;  MMeerreennsskkyy,,  pp..  115544..  

11  QQuurr''aann,,  xxvvii..  112266..  

22  SSeeee  tthhee  iinntteerreessttiinngg  lleetttteerr  aaddddrreesssseedd  bbyy  MMaawwllaa''II  IIssmmaaiill,,  SShhaarriiff  ooff  MMoorrooccccoo,,  iinn  11669988  ttoo  KKiinngg  JJaammeess  IIII,,  iinnvviittiinngg  

hhiimm  ttoo  eemmbbrraaccee  IIssllaamm..  ((RReevvuuee  ddee  LL''HHiissttooiirree  ddeess  RReelliiggiioonnss,,  vvooll..  xxllvviiii..  pp..  117744  ssqqqq..)). 
3
 AAnnjjuummaann  ḤḤ iimmāāyyaatt--ii--IIssll??mm  kk??  mm??hhww??rrĭĭ  rriiss??llaahh,,  pppp..  55--1133..  ((LLaahhoorree  OOccttoobbeerr  11888899..)) 

4
 DDuuvveeyyrriieerr,,  pp..  1177.. 

5
 KKllaammrrootthh,,  pp..  1122.. 
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bbrroouugghhtt  uupp  tthheeiirr  cchhiillddrreenn  iinn  tthhee  tteenneettss  ooff  IIssllaamm  aanndd  wwoorrkkeedd  iinn  eevveerryy  ppoossssiibbllee  

wwaayy  ffoorr  tthhee  aaddvvaanncceemmeenntt  ooff  tthhaatt  ffaaiitthh..
  11

  OOnn  tthhee  wweesstteerrnn  ffrroonnttiieerr  ooff  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa,,  

tthheerree  iiss  aa  ppaaggaann  ttrriibbee  ccaalllleedd  tthhee  BBoorruunnss;;  ssoommee  ooff  tthheessee  mmeenn  wwhhoo  hhaadd  eennlliisstteedd  iinn  aa  

nneeggrroo  rreeggiimmeenntt,,  uunnddeerr  tthhee  AAnngglloo--EEggyyppttiiaann  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  SSuuddaann,,  wweerree  

ccoonnvveerrtteedd  ttoo  IIssllaamm  bbyy  tthhee  wwiivveess  ooff  tthhee  bbllaacckk  ssoollddiieerrss  wwhhiillee  tthhee  bbaattttaalloonn  wwaass  

rreettuurrnniinngg  ttoo  KKhhaarrttuumm..
22  

TThhee  TTaattaarr  wwoommeenn  ooff  KKaazzaann  aarree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  bbee  eessppeecciiaallllyy  

zzeeaalloouuss  aass  pprrooppaaggaannddiissttss  ooff  IIssllaamm..
  33

  TThhee  pprrooffeesssseedd  ddeevvootteeee,,  bbeeccaauussee  sshhee  hhaappppeennss  

ttoo  bbee  aa  wwoommaann,,  iiss  nnoott  tthheerreebbyy  ddeebbaarrrreedd  ffrroomm  ttaakkiinngg  hheerr  ppllaaccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  mmaallee  ssaaiinntt  

iinn  tthhee  ccoommppaannyy  ooff  tthhee  pprreeaacchheerrss  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh..  TThhee  lleeggeenndd  ooff  tthhee  hhoollyy  wwoommeenn,,  

ddeesscceennddeedd  ffrroomm  ''AAllīī,,  wwhhoo  aarree  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  fflloowwnn  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  aaiirr  ffrroomm  KKaarrbbaallaa  ttoo  

LLaahhoorree,,  aanndd  tthheerree  bbyy  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  tthheeiirr  ddeevvoouutt  lliivveess  ooff  pprraayyeerr  aanndd  ffaassttiinngg  ttoo  

hhaavvee  wwoonn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ccoonnvveerrttss  ffrroomm  HHiinndduuiissmm  ttoo  IIssllaamm,,
  44

  ccoouulldd  hhaarrddllyy  hhaavvee  

oorriiggiinnaatteedd  iiff  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  ssuucchh  hhoollyy  wwoommeenn  wweerree  aa  tthhiinngg  qquuiittee  uunnkknnoowwnn..  OOnnee  

ooff  tthhee  mmoosstt  vveenneerraatteedd  ttoommbbss  iinn  CCaaiirroo  iiss  tthhaatt  ooff  NNaaffīīssaahh,,  tthhee  ggrreeaatt--ggrraannddddaauugghhtteerr  

ooff  ḤḤ aassaann  ((tthhee  mmaarrttyyrreedd  ssoonn  ooff  ''AAllīī)),,  wwhhoossee  tthheeoollooggiiccaall  lleeaarrnniinngg  eexxcciitteedd  tthhee  

aaddmmiirraattiioonn  eevveenn  ooff  hheerr  ggrreeaatt  ccoonntteemmppoorraarryy,,  IImmāāmm  aall--SShhāāffii''īī,,  aanndd  wwhhoossee  ppiieettyy  

aanndd  aauusstteerriittiieess  rraaiisseedd  hheerr  ttoo  tthhee  ddiiggnniittyy  ooff  aa  ssaaiinntt::  iitt  iiss  rreellaatteedd  ooff  hheerr  tthhaatt  wwhheenn  

sshhee  sseettttlleedd  iinn  EEggyypptt,,  sshhee  hhaappppeenneedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  aass  hheerr  nneeiigghhbboouurrss  aa  ffaammiillyy  ooff  

ddhhiimmmmīīss  wwhhoossee  ddaauugghhtteerr  wwaass  ssoo  ggrriieevvoouussllyy  aafffflliicctteedd  tthhaatt  sshhee  ccoouulldd  nnoott  mmoovvee  hheerr  

lliimmbbss  bbuutt  hhaadd  ttoo  lliiee  oonn  hheerr  bbaacckk  aallll  ddaayy..  TThhee  ppaarreennttss  ooff  tthhee  ppoooorr  ggiirrll  hhaadd  ttoo  ggoo  

oonnee  ddaayy  ttoo  tthhee  mmaarrkkeett  aanndd  aasskkeedd  tthheeiirr  ppiioouuss  MMuusslliimm  nneeiigghhbboouurr  ttoo  llooookk  ..aafftteerr  

tthheeiirr  ddaauugghhtteerr  dduurriinngg  tthheeiirr  aabbsseennccee..  NNaaffīīssaahh,,  ffiilllleedd  wwiitthh  lloovvee  aanndd  ppiittyy,,  uunnddeerrttooookk  

tthhiiss  wwoorrkk  ooff  mmeerrccyy;;  aanndd  wwhheenn  tthhee  ppaarreennttss  ooff  tthhee  ssiicckk  ggiirrll  wweerree  ggoonnee,,  sshhee  lliifftteedd  

uupp  hheerr  ssoouull  iinn  pprraayyeerr  ttoo  GGoodd  oonn  bbeehhaallff  ooff  tthhee  hheellpplleessss  iinnvvaalliidd..  SSccaarrcceellyy  wwaass  hheerr  

pprraayyeerr  eennddeedd  tthhaann  tthhee  ssiicckk  ggiirrll  rreeggaaiinneedd  tthhee  uussee  ooff  hheerr  lliimmbbss  aanndd  wwaass  aabbllee  ttoo  ggoo  

ttoo  mmeeeett  hheerr  ppaarreennttss  oonn  tthheeiirr  rreettuurrnn..  FFiilllleedd  wwiitthh  ggrraattiittuuddee,,  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ffaammiillyy  

bbeeccaammee  ccoonnvveerrttss  ttoo  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  tthheeiirr  bbeenneeffaaccttoorr..
  55
  

  EEvveenn  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  pprriissoonneerr  wwiillll  oonn  ooccccaassiioonn  eemmbbrraaccee  tthhee  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ooff  

pprreeaacchhiinngg  hhiiss  ffaaiitthh  ttoo  hhiiss  ccaappttoorrss  oorr  ttoo  hhiiss  ffeellllooww--pprriissoonneerrss..  TThhee  ffiirrsstt  

iinnttrroodduuccttiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinnttoo  EEaasstteerrnn  EEuurrooppee  wwaass  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ooff  aa..  MMuusslliimm  

jjuurriissccoonnssuulltt  wwhhoo  wwaass  ttaakkeenn  pprriissoonneerr,,  pprroobbaabbllyy  iinn  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  wwaarrss  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  

BByyzzaannttiinnee  eemmppiirree  aanndd  iittss  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  nneeiigghhbboouurrss,,  aanndd  wwaass  bbrroouugghhtt  ttoo  tthhee  

ccoouunnttrryy  ooff  tthhee  PPeecchheenneeggss
66
  iinn  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  eelleevveenntthh  cceennttuurryy..  HHee  sseett  

bbeeffoorree  mmaannyy  ooff  tthheemm  tthhee  tteeaacchhiinnggss  ooff  IIssllaamm  aanndd  tthheeyy  eemmbbrraacceedd  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  wwiitthh  

ssiinncceerriittyy,,  ssoo  tthhaatt  iitt  bbeeggaann  ttoo  bbee  sspprreeaadd  aammoonngg  tthhiiss  ppeeooppllee..  BBuutt  tthhee  ootthheerr  

PPeecchheenneeggss  wwhhoo  hhaadd  nnoott  aacccceepptteedd  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  rreelliiggiioonn,,  ttooookk  uummbbrraaggee  aatt  tthhee  

ccoonndduucctt  ooff  tthheeiirr  ffeellllooww--ccoouunnttrryymmeenn  aanndd  ffiinnaallllyy  ccaammee  ttoo  bblloowwss  wwiitthh  tthheemm..  TThhee  

                                                           
1
 MMaassssaajjaa,,  vvooll..  xxii,,  pppp..  112244--55.. 

22  AArrttiinn,,  pp..  111199..  

33  RR..  dduu  MM..  MM..,,  iixx..  ((11990099)),,  pp..  225522..  

44  GGhhuullāāmm  SSaarrwwaarr  ::  KKhhaazzīīnnaatt  aall--AAṣṣ ffiiyyāā,,  vvooll..  iiii..  pp..  440077--88  

55  GGoollddzziihheerr,,  vvooll..  iiii..  pppp..  330033--44.. 

66  TThhee  PPeecchheenneeggss  aatt  tthhaatt  ttiimmee  ooccccuuppiieedd  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  lloowweerr  DDaannuubbee  aanndd  tthhee  DDoonn,,  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  ffaadd  

mmiiggrraatteedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  bbaannkkss  ooff  tthhee  UUrraall  aatt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  nniinntthh  cceennttuurryy..  ((KKaarraammssiinn,,  vvooll..  ii..  pppp..  118800--11..))  
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MMuusslliimmss,,  wwhhoo  nnuummbbeerreedd  aabboouutt  ttwweellvvee  tthhoouussaanndd,,  ssuucccceessssffuullllyy  wwiitthhssttoooodd  tthhee  

aattttaacckk  ooff  tthhee  uunnbbeelliieevveerrss,,  tthhoouugghh  tthheeyy  wweerree  mmoorree  tthhaann  ddoouubbllee  tthheeiirr  nnuummbbeerr,,  aanndd  

tthhee  rreemmnnaanntt  ooff  tthhee  ddeeffeeaatteedd  ppaarrttyy  eemmbbrraacceedd  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  tthhee  vviiccttoorrss..  BBeeffoorree  

tthhee  cclloossee  ooff  tthhee  eelleevveenntthh  cceennttuurryy  tthhee  wwhhoollee  nnaattiioonn  hhaadd  bbeeccoommee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  

aanndd  hhaadd  aammoonngg  tthheemm  mmeenn  lleeaarrnneedd  iinn  MMuusslliimm  tthheeoollooggyy  aanndd  jjuurriisspprruuddeennccee..
  11

  IInn  tthhee  

rreeiiggnn  ooff  tthhee  EEmmppeerroorr  JJaahhāānnggīīrr  ((11660055--11662288))  tthheerree  wwaass  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  SSuunnnnīī  tthheeoollooggiiaann,,  

nnaammeedd  SShhaayykkhh  AAḥḥ mmaadd  MMuuiiaaddddiidd,,  wwhhoo  eessppeecciiaallllyy  ddiissttiinngguuiisshheedd  hhiimmsseellff  bbyy  tthhee  

eenneerrggyy  wwiitthh  wwhhiicchh  hhee  ccoonnttrroovveerrtteedd  tthhee  ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  tthhee  SShhīī''aahhss  ::  tthhee  llaatttteerr,,  bbeeiinngg  

aatt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee  iinn  ffaavvoouurr  aatt  ccoouurrtt,,  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  iinn  hhaavviinngg  hhiimm  iimmpprriissoonneedd  oonn  ssoommee  

ffrriivvoolloouuss  cchhaarrggee;;  dduurriinngg  tthhee  ttwwoo  yyeeaarrss  tthhaatt  hhee  wwaass  kkeepptt  iinn  pprriissoonn  hhee  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  ttoo  

IIssllaamm  sseevveerraall  hhuunnddrreedd  iiddoollaatteerrss  wwhhoo  wweerree  hhiiss  ccoommppaanniioonnss  iinn  tthhee  ssaammee  pprriissoonn..
  22

  

IInn  mmoorree  rreecceenntt  ttiimmeess,,  aann  IInnddiiaann  mmaawwllaavvīī,,  wwhhoo  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  sseenntteenncceedd  ttoo  

ttrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  ffoorr  lliiffee  ttoo  tthhee  AAnnddaammaann  IIssllaannddss  bbyy  tthhee  BBrriittiisshh  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt,,  

bbeeccaauussee  hhee  hhaadd  ttaakkeenn  aann  aaccttiivvee  ppaarrtt  iinn  tthhee  WWaahhhhāābbīī  ccoonnssppiirraaccyy  ooff  11886644,,  

ccoonnvveerrtteedd  mmaannyy  ooff  tthhee  ccoonnvviiccttss  bbeeffoorree  hhiiss  ddeeaatthh..  IInn  CCeennttrraall  AAffrriiccaa,,  aann  AArraabb  

cchhiieeff  ccoonnddeemmnneedd  ttoo  ddeeaatthh  bbyy  tthhee  BBeellggiiaannss,,  ssppeenntt  hhiiss  llaasstt  hhoouurrss  iinn  ttrryyiinngg  ttoo  

ccoonnvveerrtt  ttoo  IIssllaamm  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  wwhhoo  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  sseenntt  ttoo  bbrriinngg  hhiimm  tthhee  

ccoonnssoollaattiioonnss  ooff  rreelliiggiioonn..
  33    

  
SSuucchh  bbeeiinngg  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  zzeeaall  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss,,  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  aarree  rreeaaddyy  ttoo  

ssppeeaakk  iinn  sseeaassoonn  aanndd  oouutt  ooff  sseeaassoonn,,——aass  DDoouugghhttyy,,  wwiitthh  ffiinnee  iinnssiigghhtt,,  ssaayyss,,  ""  TThheeiirr  

ttaallkk  iiss  ccoonnttiinnuuaallllyy  ((wwiitthhoouutt  hhyyppooccrriissyy))  ooff  rreelliiggiioonn,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ooff  ggeenniiaall  ddeevvoouutt  

rreemmeemmbbrraannccee  ttoo  tthheemm,,""
44
——lleett  uuss  nnooww  ccoonnssiiddeerr  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  ccaauusseess  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  

ccoonnttrriibbuutteedd  ttoo  tthheeiirr  ssuucccceessss..  

  FFoorreemmoosstt  aammoonngg  tthheessee  iiss  tthhee  ssiimmpplliicciittyy
55
  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ccrreeeedd,,  TThheerree  iiss  nnoo  

ggoodd  bbuutt  GGoodd;;  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  iiss  tthhee  AAppoossttllee  ooff  GGoodd..  AAsssseenntt  ttoo  tthheessee  ttwwoo  ssiimmppllee  

ddooccttrriinneess  iiss  aallll  tthhaatt  iiss  ddeemmaannddeedd  ooff  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrtt,,  aanndd  tthhee  wwhhoollee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  MMuusslliimm  

ddooggmmaattiiccss  ffaaiillss  ttoo  pprreesseenntt  aannyy  aatttteemmpptt  oonn  tthhee  ppaarrtt  ooff  eecccclleessiiaassttiiccaall  aasssseemmbblliieess  ttoo  

ffoorrccee  oonn  tthhee  mmaassss  ooff  bbeelliieevveerrss  aannyy  ssyymmbbooll  ccoouucchheedd  iinn  mmoorree  eellaabboorraattee  aanndd  

ccoommpplleexx  tteerrmmss..  TThhiiss  ssiimmppllee  ccrreeeedd  ddeemmaannddss  nnoo  ggrreeaatt  ttrriiaall  ooff  ffaaiitthh,,  aarroouusseess  aass  aa  

rruullee  nnoo  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr  iinntteelllleeccttuuaall  ddiiffffiiccuullttiieess  aanndd  iiss  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  ccoommppaassss  ooff  tthhee  

mmeeaanneesstt  iinntteelllliiggeennccee..  UUnneennccuummbbeerreedd  wwiitthh  tthheeoollooggiiccaall  ssuubbttlleettiieess,,  iitt  mmaayy  bbee  

eexxppoouunnddeedd  bbyy  aannyy,,  eevveenn  tthhee  mmoosstt  uunnvveerrsseedd  iinn  tthheeoollooggiiccaall  eexxpprreessssiioonn..  TThhee  ffiirrsstt  

hhaallff  ooff  iitt  eennuunncciiaatteess  aa  ddooccttrriinnee  tthhaatt  iiss  aallmmoosstt  uunniivveerrssaallllyy  aacccceepptteedd  bbyy  mmeenn  aass  aa  

nneecceessssaarryy  ppoossttuullaattee,,  wwhhiillee  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  hhaallff  iiss  bbaasseedd  oonn  aa  tthheeoorryy  ooff  mmaann''ss  

rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  ttoo  GGoodd  tthhaatt  iiss  aallmmoosstt  eeqquuaallllyy  wwiiddee--sspprreeaadd,,  vviizz..  tthhaatt  aatt  iinntteerrvvaallss  iinn  

tthhee  wwoorrlldd''ss  hhiissttoorryy  GGoodd  ggrraannttss  ssoommee  rreevveellaattiioonn  ooff  HHiimmsseellff  ttoo  mmeenn  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  

mmoouutthhppiieeccee  ooff  iinnssppiirreedd  pprroopphheettss..  TThhiiss,,  tthhee  rraattiioonnaalliissttiicc  cchhaarraacctteerr  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  
                                                           

11  AAbbūū  ''UUbbaayydd  aall--BBaakkrrīī  ((ddiieedd  11009944)),,  pppp..  446677--88..  

22  GGhhuullāāmm  SSaarrwwaarr  ::      KKhhaazzīīnnaatt  aall--AAssffiiyyāā,,  vvooll..  ii..  pp..  661133..  

33  DD..  CCrraawwffoorrdd::  TThhiinnkkiinngg  BBllaacckk,,  pp..  220022..((LLoonnddoonn,,  11991133..))  
4
 DDoouugghhttyy,,  vvooll..  iiii..  pp..  3399.. 

55  TThhiiss  wwaass  eemmpphhaassiisseedd  bbyy  MMaarrrraaccccii  iinn  tthhee  sseevveenntteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  ""  SSii  eetthhnniiccuuss  mmyysstteerriiaa  hhuummaannii!!  iinntteelllleeccttuuss  

ccaappttuumm  eexxcceeddeennttiiaa,,  vveell  nnaattuurraallii  ccoonnddiittiioonnii  eett  iimmbbeecciilllliittaattii  ddiiffffiicciilllliimmaa,,  ssii  nnoonn  iimmppoossssiibbiilliiaa,,  ccuumm  AAllccoorraanniiccaa  

ddooccttrriinnaa  ccoommppaarraavveerriitt,,  ssttaattiimm  aabb  hhiiss  rreeffuuggiieett,,  eett  aadd  iillllaa  oobbvviiiiss  uullnniiss  aaccccuurrrreett..""  ))AAllccoorraannii  tteexxttuuss  ..  ..  ..  ttrraannssllaattuuss..  pp..  99..  

PPaattaavviiii,,  11669988..))  
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ccrreeeedd,,  aanndd  tthhee  aaddvvaannttaaggee  iitt  rreeaappss  tthheerreeffrroomm  iinn  iittss  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  eeffffoorrttss,,  hhaavvee  

nnoowwhheerree  bbeeeenn  mmoorree  aaddmmiirraabbllyy  bbrroouugghhtt  oouutt  tthhaann  iinn  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  sseenntteenncceess  ooff  

PPrrooffeessssoorr  MMoonntteett  ::——  

  IIssllaamm  iiss  aa  rreelliiggiioonn  tthhaatt  iiss  eesssseennttiiaallllyy  rraattiioonnaalliissttiicc  iinn  tthhee  wwiiddeesstt  sseennssee  ooff  

tthhiiss  tteerrmm  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  eettyymmoollooggiiccaallllyy  aanndd  hhiissttoorriiccaallllyy..  TThhee  ddeeffiinniittiioonn  ooff  

rraattiioonnaalliissmm  aass  aa  ssyysstteemm  tthhaatt  bbaasseess  rreelliiggiioouuss  bbeelliieeffss  oonn  pprriinncciipplleess  ffuurrnniisshheedd  bbyy  tthhee  

rreeaassoonn,,  aapppplliieess  ttoo  iitt  eexxaaccttllyy..  IItt  iiss  ttrruuee  tthhaatt  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd,,  wwhhoo  wwaass  aann  eenntthhuussiiaasstt  

aanndd  ppoosssseesssseedd,,  ttoooo,,  tthhee  aarrddoouurr  ooff  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  tthhee  ffiirree  ooff  ccoonnvviiccttiioonn,,  tthhaatt  pprreecciioouuss  

qquuaalliittyy  hhee  ttrraannssmmiitttteedd  ttoo  ssoo  mmaannyy  ooff  hhiiss  ddiisscciipplleess,,——bbrroouugghhtt  ffoorrwwaarrdd  hhiiss  rreeffoorrmm  

aass  aa  rreevveellaattiioonn  ::  bbuutt  tthhiiss  kkiinndd  ooff  rreevveellaattiioonn  iiss  oonnllyy  oonnee  ffoorrmm  ooff  eexxppoossiittiioonn  aanndd  hhiiss  

rreelliiggiioonn  hhaass  aallll  tthhee  mmaarrkkss  ooff  aa  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  ooff  ddooccttrriinneess  ffoouunnddeedd  oonn  tthhee  ddaattaa  ooff  

rreeaassoonn..  TToo  bbeelliieevveerrss,,  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ccrreeeedd  iiss  ssuummmmeedd  uupp  iinn  bbeelliieeff  iinn  tthhee  uunniittyy  

ooff  GGoodd  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  mmiissssiioonn  ooff  HHiiss  PPrroopphheett,,  aanndd  ttoo  oouurrsseellvveess  wwhhoo  ccoollddllyy  aannaallyyssee  

hhiiss  ddooccttrriinneess,,  ttoo  bbeelliieeff  iinn  GGoodd  aanndd  aa  ffuuttuurree  lliiffee;;  tthheessee  ttwwoo  ddooggmmaass,,  tthhee  mmiinniimmuumm  

ooff  rreelliiggiioouuss  bbeelliieeff,,  ssttaatteemmeennttss  tthhaatt  ttoo  tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  mmaann  rreesstt  oonn  tthhee  ffiirrmm  bbaassiiss  ooff  

rreeaassoonn,,  ssuumm  uupp  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ddooccttrriinnaall  tteeaacchhiinngg  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''āānn..  TThhee  ssiimmpplliicciittyy  aanndd  

tthhee  cclleeaarrnneessss  ooff  tthhiiss  tteeaacchhiinngg  aarree  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  aammoonngg  tthhee  mmoosstt  oobbvviioouuss  ffoorrcceess  aatt  

wwoorrkk  iinn  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  aaccttiivviittyy  ooff  IIssllaamm..  IItt  ccaannnnoott  bbee  ddeenniieedd  

tthhaatt  mmaannyy  ddooccttrriinneess  aanndd  ssyysstteemmss  ooff  tthheeoollooggyy  aanndd  aallssoo  mmaannyy  ssuuppeerrssttiittiioonnss,,  ffrroomm  

tthhee  wwoorrsshhiipp  ooff  ssaaiinnttss  ttoo  tthhee  uussee  ooff  rroossaarriieess  aanndd  aammuulleettss,,  hhaavvee  bbeeccoommee  ggrraafftteedd  oonn  

ttoo  tthhee  mmaaiinn  ttrruunnkk  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ccrreeeedd..  BBuutt  iinn  ssppiittee  ooff  tthhee  rriicchh  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt,,  iinn  

eevveerryy  sseennssee  ooff  tthhee  tteerrmm,,  ooff  tthhee  tteeaacchhiinnggss  ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett,,  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  hhaass  

iinnvvaarriiaabbllyy  kkeepptt  iittss  ppllaaccee  aass  tthhee  ffuunnddaammeennttaall  ssttaarrttiinngg--ppooiinntt,,  aanndd  tthhee  ddooggmmaa  ooff  tthhee  

uunniittyy  ooff  GGoodd  hhaass  aallwwaayyss  bbeeeenn  pprrooccllaaiimmeedd  tthheerreeiinn  wwiitthh  aa  ggrraannddeeuurr,,  aa  mmaajjeessttyy,,  aann  

iinnvvaarriiaabbllee  ppuurriittyy  aanndd  wwiitthh  aa  nnoottee  ooff  ssuurree  ccoonnvviiccttiioonn,,  wwhhiicchh  iitt  iiss  hhaarrdd  ttoo  ffiinndd  

ssuurrppaasssseedd  oouuttssiiddee  tthhee  ppaallee  ooff  IIssllaamm..  TThhiiss  ffiiddeelliittyy  ttoo  tthhee  ffuunnddaammeennttaall  ddooggmmaa  ooff  

tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn,,  tthhee  eelleemmeennttaall  ssiimmpplliicciittyy  ooff  tthhee  ffoorrmmuullaa  iinn  wwhhiicchh  iitt  iiss  eennuunncciiaatteedd,,  

tthhee  pprrooooff  tthhaatt  iitt  ggaaiinnss  ffrroomm  tthhee  ffeerrvviidd  ccoonnvviiccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  wwhhoo  

pprrooppaaggaattee  iitt,,  aarree  ssoo  mmaannyy  ccaauusseess  ttoo  eexxppllaaiinn  tthhee  ssuucccceessss  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  

mmiissssiioonnaarryy  eeffffoorrttss..  AA  ccrreeeedd  ssoo  pprreecciissee,,  ssoo  ssttrriippppeedd  ooff  aallll  tthheeoollooggiiccaall  ccoommpplleexxiittiieess  

aanndd  ccoonnsseeqquueennttllyy  ssoo  aacccceessssiibbllee  ttoo  tthhee  oorrddiinnaarryy  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg,,  mmiigghhtt  bbee  eexxppeecctteedd  

ttoo  ppoosssseessss  aanndd  ddooeess  iinnddeeeedd  ppoosssseessss  aa  mmaarrvveelllloouuss  ppoowweerr  ooff  wwiinnnniinngg  iittss  wwaayy  iinnttoo  

tthhee  ccoonnsscciieenncceess  ooff  mmeenn..""
11
  

  BBiisshhoopp  LLeeffrrooyy  ccoonnssiiddeerrss  tthhaatt  tthhee  ""sseeccrreett  ooff  tthhee  eexxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy  ppoowweerr  ffoorr  

ccoonnqquueesstt  aanndd  aaddvvaannccee  wwhhiicchh  IIssllaamm  hhaass  iinn  iittss  bbeesstt  aaggeess  eevviinncceedd  ""  iiss  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  

iinn  iittss  rreeccooggnniittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  EExxiisstteennccee  ooff  GGoodd  rraatthheerr  tthhaann  tthhee  UUnniittyy  ooff  GGoodd..  ""  NNoott  ssoo  

mmuucchh  tthhaatt  GGoodd  iiss  oonnee  aass  tthhaatt  GGoodd  IISS——tthhaatt  HHiiss  eexxiisstteennccee  iiss  tthhee  uullttiimmaattee  ffaacctt  ooff  

tthhee  uunniivveerrssee——tthhaatt  HHiiss  wwiillll  iiss  ssuupprreemmee  ——HHiiss  ssoovveerreeiiggnnttyy  aabbssoolluuttee——HHiiss  ppoowweerr  

lliimmiittlleessss  ..  ..  ..  tthhee  ccoonnvviiccttiioonn  tthhaatt,,  aammiiddsstt  aallll  tthhee  cchhaaooss  aanndd  ccoonnffuussiioonn  ..aanndd  

ddiissoorrddeerrss  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  wwhhiicchh  ssoo  ffeeaarrffuullllyy  oobbssccuurree  iitt,,  tthheerree  iiss  nneevveerrtthheelleessss,,  aann  

uullttiimmaattee  WWiillll,,  rreessiissttlleessss,,  ssuupprreemmee,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  mmaann  iiss  ccaalllleedd  ttoo  ""bbee  aa  mmiinniisstteerr  ooff  tthhaatt  

WWiillll,,  ttoo  pprroommuullggaattee  iitt,,  ttoo  ccoommppeell——iiff  nneecceessssaarryy  bbyy  vveerryy  ssiimmppllee  aanndd  eelleemmeennttaarryy  
                                                           

11  EEddoouuaarrdd  MMoonntteett::  LLaa  pprrooppaaggaannddee  cchhrr??ttiieennnnee  eett  sseess  aaddvveerrssaaiirreess  mmuussuullmmaannss,,  pppp..  1177--1188..  ((PPaarriiss,,  11889900..)) 



 308 

mmeeaannss  iinnddeeeedd——oobbeeddiieennccee  ttoo  tthhaatt  WWiillll——tthhiiss  iitt  wwaass  wwhhiicchh  wweellddeedd  tthhee  

MMoohhaammmmeeddaann  hhoossttss  iinnttoo  ssoo  iinnvviinncciibbllee  aann  eennggiinnee  ooff  ccoonnqquueesstt,,  wwhhiicchh  iinnssppiirreedd  

tthheemm  wwiitthh  aa  ssppiirriitt  ooff  mmiilliittaarryy  ssuubboorrddiinnaattiioonn  aanndd  ddiisscciipplliinnee,,  aass  wweellll  aass  wwiitthh  aa  

ccoonntteemmpptt  ooff  ddeeaatthh,,  ssuucchh  aass  hhaass  pprroobbaabbllyy  nneevveerr  bbeeeenn  ssuurrppaasssseedd  iinn  aannyy  ssyysstteemm——

tthhiiss  iitt  iiss  wwhhiicchh,,  ssoo  ffaarr  aass  iitt  iiss  ssttiillll  iinn  aannyy  ttrruuee  sseennssee  ooppeerraattiivvee  aammoonnggsstt  

MMoohhaammmmaaddaannss,,  ggiivveess  aatt  oonnccee,,  tthhaatt  bbaacckkbboonnee  ooff  cchhaarraacctteerr,,  tthhaatt  ffiirrmmnneessss  ooff  ddeetteerr--

mmiinnaattiioonn  aanndd  ssttrreennggtthh  ooff  wwiillll,,  aanndd  aallssoo  tthhaatt  uunnccoommppllaaiinniinngg  ppaattiieennccee  aanndd  

ssuubbmmiissssiioonn  iinn  tthhee  pprreesseennccee  ooff  tthhee  bbiitttteerreesstt  mmiissffoorrttuunnee,,  wwhhiicchh  cchhaarraacctteerriissee  aanndd  

aaddoorrnn  tthhee  bbeesstt  aaddhheerreennttss  ooff  tthhee  ccrreeeedd,,""  
11
  

  WWhheenn  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrtt  hhaass  aacccceepptteedd  aanndd  lleeaarrnneedd  tthhiiss  ssiimmppllee  ccrreeeedd,,  hhee  hhaass  tthheenn  

ttoo  bbee  iinnssttrruucctteedd  iinn  tthhee  ffiivvee  pprraaccttiiccaall  dduuttiieess  ooff  hhiiss  rreelliiggiioonn  ::  ((11))  rreecciittaall  ooff  tthhee  

ccrreeeedd,,  ((22))  oobbsseerrvvaannccee  ooff  tthhee  ffiivvee  aappppooiinntteedd  ttiimmeess  ooff  pprraayyeerr,,..  ((33))  ppaayymmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  

lleeggaall  aallmmss,,  ((44))  ffaassttiinngg  dduurriinngg  tthhee  mmoonntthh  ooff  RRaammaaddaann,,  aanndd  ((55))  tthhee  ppiillggrriimmaaggee  ttoo  

MMeeccccaa..  

  TThhee  oobbsseerrvvaannccee  ooff  tthhiiss  llaasstt  dduuttyy  hhaass  oofftteenn  bbeeeenn  oobbjjeecctteedd  ttoo  aass  aa  ssttrraannggee  

ssuurrvviivvaall  ooff  iiddoollaattrryy  iinn  tthhee  mmiiddsstt  ooff  tthhee  mmoonnootthheeiissmm  ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett''ss  tteeaacchhiinngg,,  bbuutt  

iitt  mmuusstt  bbee  bboorrnnee  iinn  mmiinndd  tthhaatt  ttoo  hhiimm  iitt  ccoonnnneecctteedd  iittsseellff  wwiitthh  AAbbrraahhaamm,,  wwhhoossee  

rreelliiggiioonn  iitt  wwaass  hhiiss  mmiissssiioonn  ttoo  rreessttoorree..
  22

  BBuutt  aabboovvee  aallll——aanndd  hheerreeiinn  iiss  iittss  ssuupprreemmee  

iimmppoorrttaannccee  iinn  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  IIssllaamm——iitt  oorrddaaiinnss  aa..  yyeeaarrllyy  ggaatthheerriinngg  ooff  

bbeelliieevveerrss,,  ooff  aallll  nnaattiioonnss  aanndd  llaanngguuaaggeess,,  bbrroouugghhtt  ttooggeetthheerr  ffrroomm  aallll  ppaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  

wwoorrlldd,,  ttoo  pprraayy  iinn  tthhaatt  ssaaccrreedd  ppllaaccee  ttoowwaarrddss  wwhhiicchh  tthheeiirr  ffaacceess  aarree  sseett  iinn  eevveerryy  

hhoouurr  ooff  pprriivvaattee  wwoorrsshhiipp  iinn  tthheeiirr  ddiissttaanntt  hhoommeess..  NNoo  ffeettcchh  ooff  rreelliiggiioouuss  ggeenniiuuss  

ccoouulldd  hhaavvee  ccoonncceeiivveedd  aa  bbeetttteerr  eexxppeeddiieenntt  ffoorr  iimmpprreessssiinngg  oonn  tthhee  mmiinnddss  ooff  tthhee  

ffaaiitthhffuull  aa  sseennssee  ooff  tthheeiirr  ccoommmmoonn  lliiffee  aanndd  ooff  tthheeiirr  bbrrootthheerrhhoooodd  iinn  tthhee  bboonnddss  ooff  

ffaaiitthh..  HHeerree,,  iinn  aa  ssuupprreemmee  aacctt  ooff  ccoommmmoonn  wwoorrsshhiipp,,  tthhee  NNeeggrroo  ooff  tthhee  wweesstt  ccooaasstt  ooff  

AAffrriiccaa  mmeeeettss  tthhee  CChhiinnaammaann  ffrroomm  tthhee  ddiissttaanntt  eeaasstt;;  tthhee  ccoouurrttllyy  aanndd  ppoolliisshheedd  

OOttttoommaann  rreeccooggnniisseess  hhiiss  bbrrootthheerr  MMuusslliimm  iinn  tthhee  wwiilldd  iissllaannddeerr  ffrroomm  tthhee  ffaarrtthheesstt  

eenndd  ooff  tthhee  MMaallaayyaann  SSeeaa..  AAtt  tthhee  ssaammee  ttiimmee  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  wwhhoollee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  

wwoorrlldd  tthhee  hheeaarrttss  ooff  bbeelliieevveerrss  aarree  lliifftteedd  uupp  iinn  ssyymmppaatthhyy  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  mmoorree  ffoorrttuunnaattee  

bbrreetthhrreenn  ggaatthheerreedd  ttooggeetthheerr  iinn  tthhee  ssaaccrreedd  cciittyy,,  aass  iinn  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  hhoommeess  tthheeyy  

cceelleebbrraattee  tthhee  ffeessttiivvaall  ooff  ''ĪĪdd  aall--AAḍḍ ḥḥ ặặ  oorr  ((aass  iitt  iiss  ccaalllleedd  iinn  TTuurrkkeeyy  aanndd  EEggyypptt))  tthhee  

ffeeaasstt  ooff  BBaayyrrāāmm..  TThheeiirr  vviissiitt  ttoo  tthhee  ssaaccrreedd  cciittyy  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ttoo  mmaannyy  MMuusslliimmss  tthhee  

eexxppeerriieennccee  tthhaatt  hhaass  ssttiirrrreedd  tthheemm  uupp  ttoo  ""  ssttrriivvee  iinn  tthhee  ppaatthh  ooff  GGoodd,,""  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  

pprreecceeddiinngg  ppaaggeess  ccoonnssttaanntt  rreeffeerreennccee  hhaass  bbeeeenn  mmaaddee  ttoo  tthhee  aaccttiivvee  ppaarrtt  ttaakkeenn  bbyy  tthhee  

ḥḥ āājjīīss  iinn  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  wwoorrkk..  

  BBeessiiddeess  tthhee  iinnssttiittuuttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ppiillggrriimmaaggee,,  tthhee  ppaayymmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  lleeggaall  aallmmss  iiss  

aannootthheerr  dduuttyy  tthhaatt  ccoonnttiinnuuaallllyy  rreemmiinnddss  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  tthhaatt  ""  tthhee  ffaaiitthhffuull  aarree  bbrrootthheerrss  

""
33
  ——aa  rreelliiggiioouuss  tthheeoorryy  tthhaatt  iiss  vveerryy  ssttrriikkiinnggllyy  rreeaalliisseedd  iinn  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ssoocciieettyy  

aanndd  sseellddoomm  ffaaiillss  ttoo  eexxpprreessss  iittsseellff  iinn  aaccttss  ooff  kkiinnddnneessss  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  nneeww  ccoonnvveerrtt..  

WWhhaatteevveerr  bbee  hhiiss  rraaccee,,  ccoolloouurr  oorr  aanntteecceeddeennttss  hhee  iiss  rreecceeiivveedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  bbrrootthheerrhhoooodd  

                                                           

11  MMaannkkiinndd  aanndd  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh,,  pp..  228833--44..  ((LLoonnddoonn  11000077..)) 

22  QQuurr''āānn,,  iiii..  111188--2266.. 

33  QQuurr''āānn,,  xxlliixx..  1100..  
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ooff  bbeelliieevveerrss  aanndd  ttaakkeess  hhiiss  ppllaaccee  aass  aann  eeqquuaall  aammoonngg  eeqquuaallss..  

  IItt  iiss  nnoott,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  ttrruuee,,  aass  ssoommee  EEuurrooppeeaann  wwrriitteerrss  hhaavvee  mmaaiinnttaaiinneedd,,  tthhaatt  iiff  

aann  uunnbbeelliieevveerr  iiss  tthhee  ssllaavvee  ooff  aa  MMuusslliimm  hhiiss  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ttoo  IIssllaamm  pprrooccuurreess  ffoorr  hhiimm  

hhiiss  mmaannuummiissssiioonn,,  ffoorr,,  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  llaaww,,  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  aa  ssllaavvee  

ddooeess  nnoott  aaffffeecctt  tthhee  pprriioorr  ssttaattee  ooff  bboonnddaaggee;;
  11

  aanndd  tthhee  ccoonnddiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  

ssllaavvee  hhaass  vvaarriieedd  mmuucchh  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  cchhaarraacctteerr  ooff  hhiiss  mmaasstteerr..  BBuutt  ffrreeeeddoomm  iiss  iinn  

mmaannyy  iinnssttaanncceess  tthhee  rreewwaarrdd  ooff  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn,,  aanndd  ddeevvoouutt  mmiinnddss  hhaavvee  eevveenn  

rreeccooggnniisseedd  iinn  eennssllaavveemmeenntt  GGoodd''ss  gguuiiddaannccee  ttoo  tthhee  ttrruuee  ffaaiitthh,,  aass  tthhee  nneeggrrooeess  ffrroomm  

tthhee  UUppppeerr  NNiillee  ccoouunnttrriieess,,  wwhhoomm  DDoouugghhttyy  mmeett  iinn  AArraabbiiaa..  ""  IInn  tthhoossee  AAffrriiccaannss  

tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  rreesseennttmmeenntt  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  mmaaddee  ssllaavveess  ..  ..  ..  eevveenn  tthhoouugghh  ccrruueell  

mmeenn--sstteeaalleerrss  rreenntt  tthheemm  ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  ppaarreennttaaggee..  TThhee  ppaattrroonnss  wwhhoo  ppaaiidd  tthheeiirr  pprriiccee  

hhaavvee  aaddoopptteedd  tthheemm  iinnttoo  tthheeiirr  hhoouusseehhoollddss,,  tthhee  mmaalleess  aarree  cciirrccuummcciisseedd  aanndd——tthhaatt  

wwhhiicchh  eennffrraanncchhiisseess  tthheeiirr  ssoouullss,,  eevveenn  iinn  tthhee  lloonngg  ppaassssiioonn  ooff  hhoommee--ssiicckknneessss——GGoodd  

hhaass  vviissiitteedd  tthheemm  iinn  tthheeiirr  mmiisshhaapp;;  tthheeyy  ccaann  ssaayy  ''iitt  wwaass  HHiiss  ggrraaccee,,''  ssiinnccee  tthheeyy  bbee  

tthheerreebbyy  eenntteerreedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  ssaavviinngg  rreelliiggiioonn..  TThhiiss,,  tthheerreeffoorree,,  tthheeyy  tthhiinnkk  iiss  tthhee  bbeetttteerr  

ccoouunnttrryy,,  wwhheerree  tthheeyy  aarree  tthhee  LLoorrdd''ss  ffrreeee  mmeenn,,  aa  llaanndd  ooff  mmoorree  cciivviill  lliiffee,,  tthhee  ssooiill  ooff  

tthhee  ttwwoo  SSaannccttuuaarriieess,,  tthhee  llaanndd  ooff  MMoohhaammmmeedd  ::——ffoorr  ssuucchh  tthheeyy  ddoo  ggiivvee  GGoodd  

tthhaannkkss  tthhaatt  tthheeiirr  bbooddiieess  wweerree  ssoommeettiimmee  ssoolldd  iinnttoo  ssllaavveerryy  !!  ""
22
  

  VVeerryy  eeffffeeccttiivvee  aallssoo,,  bbootthh  iinn  wwiinnnniinngg  aanndd  rreettaaiinniinngg,,  iiss  tthhee  oorrddiinnaannccee  ooff  tthhee  

ddaaiillyy  pprraayyeerrss  ffiivvee  ttiimmeess  aa  ddaayy..  MMoonntteessqquuiieeuu
33
  hhaass  wweellll  ssaaiidd,,  UUnnee  rreelliiggiioonn  cchhaarrgg??ee  

ddee  bbeeaauuccoouupp  ddee  pprraattiiqquueess  aattttaacchhee  pplluuss  ??  eellllee  qquu''uunnee  aauuttrree  qquuii  ll’’eesstt  mmooiinnss;;  oonn  ttiieenntt  

bbeeaauuccoouupp  aauuxx  cchhoosseess  ddoonntt  oonn  eesstt  ccoonnttiinnuueelllleemmeenntt  ooccccuupp??..    TThhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

MMuusslliimm  iiss  ccoonnttiinnuuaallllyy  pprreesseenntt  wwiitthh  hhiimm  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  ddaaiillyy  pprraayyeerr  mmaanniiffeessttss  iittsseellff  iinn  

aa  ssoolleemmnn  aanndd  iimmpprreessssiivvee  rriittuuaall,,  wwhhiicchh  ccaannnnoott  lleeaavvee  eeiitthheerr  tthhee  wwoorrsshhiippppeerr  oorr  tthhee  

ssppeeccttaattoorr  uunnaaffffeecctteedd..  SSaa''īīdd  bb..  ḤḤ aassaann,,  aann  AAlleexxaannddrriiaann  JJeeww,,  wwhhoo  eemmbbrraacceedd  IIssllaamm  

iinn  tthhee  yyeeaarr  11229988,,  ssppeeaakkss  ooff  tthhee  ssiigghhtt  ooff  tthhee  FFrriiddaayy  pprraayyeerr  iinn  aa  mmoossqquuee  aass  aa  

ddeetteerrmmiinniinngg  ffaaccttoorr  iinn  hhiiss  oowwnn  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn..  DDuurriinngg  aa  sseevveerree  iillllnneessss  hhee  hhaadd  hhaadd  aa  

vviissiioonn  iinn  wwhhiicchh  aa  vvooiiccee  bbaaddee  hhiimm  ddeeccllaarree  hhiimmsseellff  aa  MMuusslliimm,,  ""  AAnndd  wwhheenn  II  

eenntteerreedd  tthhee  mmoossqquuee  ""  ((hhee  ggooeess  oonn))  ""  aanndd  ssaaww  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  ssttaannddiinngg  iinn  rroowwss  lliikkee  

aannggeellss,,  II  hheeaarrdd  aa  vvooiiccee  ssppeeaakkiinngg  wwiitthhiinn  mmee..  ''  TThhiiss  iiss  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy  wwhhoossee  

ccoommiinngg  wwaass  aannnnoouunncceedd  bbyy  tthhee  pprroopphheettss  ((oonn  wwhhoomm  bbee  bblleessssiinnggss  aanndd  ppeeaaccee  !!))  '';;  

aanndd  wwhheenn  tthhee  pprreeaacchheerr  ccaammee  ffoorrtthh  ccllaadd  iinn  hhiiss  bbllaacckk  rroobbee,,  aa  ddeeeepp  ffeeeelliinngg  ooff  aawwee  

ffeellll  uuppoonn  mmee  ......  aanndd  wwhheenn  hhee  cclloosseedd  hhiiss  sseerrmmoonn  wwiitthh  tthhee  wwoorrddss,,  ''  VVeerriillyy  GGoodd  

eennjjooiinneetthh  jjuussttiiccee  aanndd  kkiinnddnneessss  aanndd  tthhee  ggiivviinngg  ooff  ggiiffttss  ttoo  kkiinnssffoollkk,,  aanndd  HHee  

ffoorrbbiiddddeetthh  wwiicckkeeddnneessss  aanndd  wwrroonngg  aanndd  oopppprreessssiioonn..  HHee  wwaarrnneetthh  yyoouu;;  hhaappllyy  yyee  

wwiillll  bbee  mmiinnddffuull..
44
  AAnndd  wwhheenn  tthhee  pprraayyeerr  bbeeggaann,,  II  wwaass  mmiigghhttiillyy  uupplliifftteedd,,  ffoorr  tthhee  

rroowwss  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  aappppeeaarreedd  ttoo  mmee  lliikkee  rroowwss  ooff  aannggeellss,,  ttoo  wwhhoossee  pprroossttrraattiioonnss  

aanndd  ggeennuufflleeccttiioonnss  GGoodd  AAllmmiigghhttyy  wwaass  rreevveeaalliinngg  HHiimmsseellff,,  aanndd  II  hheeaarrdd  aa  vvooiiccee  

wwiitthhiinn  mmee  ssaayyiinngg,,  ''  IIff  GGoodd  ssppaakkee  ttwwiiccee  uunnttoo  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  IIssrraaeell  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  

                                                           

11  WW--HH..  MMaaccnnaagghhtteenn;;  PPrriinncciipplleess  aanndd  PPrreecceeddeennttss  ooff  MMoooohhuummmmuuddaann  LLaaww,,  pp..  331122..  ((MMaaddrraass,,  11888822))  

22  AArraabbiiaa  DDeesseerrttaa,,  vvooll..  ii..  pppp..  555544--55..  

33  DDee  11''EEsspprriitt  ddeess  LLooiiss,,  lliivvrree  xxxxvv..  cchhaapp..  22..  

44  QQuurr..,,  cchhaapp..  xxvvii..  vv..  9922..  
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aaggeess,,  vveerriillyy  HHee  ssppeeaakkeetthh  uunnttoo  tthhiiss  ccoommmmuunniittyy  iinn  eevveerryy  ttiimmee  ooff  PPrraayyeerr,,  aanndd  II  wwaass  

ccoonnvviinncceedd  iinn  mmyy  mmiinndd  tthhaatt  II  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ccrreeaatteedd  ttoo  bbee  aa  MMuusslliimm..""
11
  

  IIff  RReennaann  ccoouulldd  ssaayy,,  ""  JJee  nnee  ssuuiiss  jjaammaaiiss  eennttrr??  ddaannss  uunnee  mmoossqquu??ee  ssaannss  uunnee  

vviivvee  ??mmoottiioonn,,  llee  ddiirraaii--jjee  ??  ssaannss  uunn  cceerrttaaiinn  rreeggrreett  ddee  nn''??ttrree  ppaass  mmuussuullmmaann,,""
22
  iitt  ccaann  

bbee  rreeaaddiillyy  uunnddeerrssttoooodd  hhooww  tthhee  ssiigghhtt  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ttrraaddeerr  aatt  pprraayyeerr,,  hhiiss  ffrreeqquueenntt  

pprroossttrraattiioonnss,,  hhiiss  aabbssoorrbbeedd  aanndd  ssiilleenntt  wwoorrsshhiipp  ooff  tthhee  UUnnsseeeenn,,  wwoouulldd  iimmpprreessss  tthhee  

hheeaatthheenn  AAffrriiccaann,,  eenndduueedd  wwiitthh  tthhaatt  ssttrroonngg  sseennssee  ooff  tthhee  mmyysstteerriioouuss  ssuucchh  aass  

ggeenneerraallllyy  aaccccoommppaanniieess  aa  llooww  ssttaaggee  ooff  cciivviilliissaattiioonn..  CCuurriioossiittyy  wwoouulldd  nnaattuurraallllyy  

pprroommpptt  iinnqquuiirryy,,  aanndd  tthhee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  IIssllaamm  tthhuuss  iimmppaarrtteedd  mmiigghhtt  ssoommeettiimmeess  wwiinn  

oovveerr  aa  ccoonnvveerrtt  wwhhoo  mmiigghhtt  hhaavvee  ttuurrnneedd  aassiiddee  hhaadd  iitt  bbeeeenn  ooffffeerreedd  uunnssoouugghhtt,,  aass  aa  

ffrreeee  ggiifftt..  OOff  tthhee  ffaasstt  dduurriinngg  tthhee  mmoonntthh  ooff  RRaammaaddaann,,  iitt  nneeeedd  oonnllyy  bbee  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  iitt  iiss  

aa  ppiieeccee  ooff  ssttaannddiinngg  eevviiddeennccee  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  tthheeoorryy  tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  iiss  aa  rreelliiggiioouuss  ssyysstteemm  

tthhaatt  aattttrraaccttss  bbyy  ppaannddeerriinngg  ttoo  tthhee  sseellff--iinndduullggeennccee  ooff  mmeenn..  AAss  CCaarrllyyllee  hhaass  ssaaiidd,,  ""  

HHiiss  rreelliiggiioonn  iiss  nnoott  aann  eeaassyy  oonnee  ::  wwiitthh  rriiggoorroouuss  ffaassttss,,  llaavvaattiioonnss,,  ssttrriicctt  ccoommpplleexx  

ffoorrmmuullaass,,  pprraayyeerrss  ffiivvee  ttiimmeess  aa  ddaayy,,  aanndd  aabbssttiinneennccee  ffrroomm  wwiinnee,,  iitt  ddiidd  nnoott  ssuucccceeeedd  

bbyy  bbeeiinngg  aann  eeaassyy  rreelliiggiioonn..""  

  BBoouunndd  uupp  wwiitthh  tthheessee  aanndd  ootthheerr  rriittuuaall  oobbsseerrvvaanncceess,,  bbuutt  nnoott  eennccuummbbeerreedd  oorr  

oobbssccuurreedd  bbyy  tthheemm,,  tthhee  aarrttiicclleess  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ccrreeeedd  aarree  iinncceessssaannttllyy  ffiinnddiinngg  

oouuttwwaarrdd  mmaanniiffeessttaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  lliiffee  ooff  tthhee  bbeelliieevveerr,,  aanndd  tthhuuss,,  bbeeccoommiinngg  

iinneexxttrriiccaabbllyy  iinntteerrwwoovveenn  wwiitthh  tthhee  rroouuttiinnee  ooff  hhiiss  ddaaiillyy  lliiffee,,  mmaakkee  tthhee  iinnddiivviidduuaall  

MMuussaallmmaann  aann  eexxppoonneenntt  aanndd  tteeaacchheerr  ooff  hhiiss  ccrreeeedd  ffaarr  mmoorree  tthhaann  iiss  tthhee  ccaassee  wwiitthh  

tthhee  aaddhheerreennttss  ooff  mmoosstt  ootthheerr  rreelliiggiioonnss..
33
  CCoouucchheedd  iinn  ssuucchh  sshhoorrtt  aanndd  ssiimmppllee  

llaanngguuaaggee,,  hhiiss  ccrreeeedd  mmaakkeess  bbuutt  lliittttllee  ddeemmaanndd  uuppoonn  tthhee  iinntteelllleecctt,,  aanndd  tthhee  

ddeeffiinniitteenneessss,,  ppoossiittiivveenneessss,,  aanndd  mmiinnuutteenneessss  ooff  tthhee  rriittuuaall  lleeaavvee  tthhee  bbeelliieevveerr  iinn  nnoo  

ddoouubbtt  aass  ttoo  wwhhaatt  hhee  hhaass  ttoo  ddoo,,  aanndd  tthheessee  dduuttiieess  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd  hhee  hhaass  tthhee  ssaattiissffaaccttiioonn  

ooff  ffeeeelliinngg  tthhaatt  hhee  hhaass  ffuullffiilleedd  aallll  tthhee  pprreecceeppttss  ooff  tthhee  LLaaww..  IInn  tthhiiss  uunniioonn  ooff  

rraattiioonnaalliissmm  aanndd  rriittuuaalliissmm,,  wwee  mmaayy  ffiinndd,,  ttoo  aa  ggrreeaatt  eexxtteenntt,,  tthhee  sseeccrreett  ooff  tthhee  ppoowweerr  

tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  hhaass  eexxeerrcciisseedd  oovveerr  tthhee  mmiinnddss  ooff  mmeenn..  ""  IIff  yyoouu  wwoouulldd  wwiinn  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  

mmaasssseess  ggiivvee  tthheemm  tthhee  ttrruutthh  iinn  rroouunnddeedd  ffoorrmm,,  nneeaatt  aanndd  cclleeaarr,,  iinn  vviissiibbllee  aanndd  

ttaannggiibbllee  gguuiissee..""  
44
  

  MMaannyy  ootthheerr  cciirrccuummssttaanncceess  mmiigghhtt  bbee  aadddduucceedd  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  ccoonnttrriibbuutteedd  

                                                           

11  GGoollddzziihheerr,,  SSaa''īīdd  bb..  ḤḤ aassaann  dd''AAlleexxaannddrriiee..  ((RReevvuuee  ddeess  EEttuuddeess  JJuuiivveess,,  ttoommee  xxxxxx..  pppp..  1177--1188--))  ((PPaarriiss,,  11889955))..  

22  EErrnneesstt  JJXXeennaann::  LL''llssllaammiissmmee  eett  llaa  SScciieennccee,,  pp..  1199..  ((PPaarriiss,,  11888833..))  TThhiiss  hhaass  bbeeeenn  eemmpphhaassiisseedd  bbyy  mmaannyy  oobbsseerrvveerrss,,  

bbuutt  iitt  wwiillll  bbee  eennoouugghh  hheerree  ttoo  qquuoottee  tthhee  wwoorrddss  ooff  aann  eemmiinneenntt  CChhrriissttiiaann  bbiisshhoopp..  ""  NNoo  oonnee  wwhhoo  ccoommeess  iinn  ccoonnttaacctt  ffoorr  

tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ttiimmee  wwiitthh  MMoohhaammmmeeddaannss  ccaann  ffaaiill  ttoo  bbee  ssttrruucckk  bbyy  tthhiiss  aassppeecctt  ooff  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh..  ..  ..  ..  WWhheerreevveerr  oonnee  mmaayy  bbee,,  iinn  

ooppeenn  ssttrreeeett,,  iinn  rraaiillwwaayy  ssttaattiioonn,,  iinn  tthhee  ffiieelldd,,  iitt  iiss  tthhee  mmoosstt  oorrddiinnaarryy  tthhiinngg  ttoo  sseeee  aa  mmaann,,  wwiitthhoouutt  tthhee  sslliigghhtteesstt  ttoouucchh  

ooff  PPhhaarriissaaiissmm  oorr  ppaarraaddee,,  qquuiieettllyy  aanndd  hhuummbbllyy  lleeaavviinngg  wwhhaatteevveerr  ppuurrssuuiitt  hhee  mmaayy  bbee  aatt  tthhee  mmoommeenntt  eennggaaggeedd  iinn,,  iinn  

oorrddeerr  ttoo  ssaayy  hhiiss  pprraayyeerrss  aatt  tthhee  aappppooiinntteedd  hhoouurr..  OOnn  aa  llaarrggeerr  ssccaallee,,  nnoo  oonnee  wwhhoo  hhaass  eevveerr  sseeeenn  tthhee  ccoouurrttyyaarrdd  ooff  tthhee  

GGrreeaatt  MMoossqquuee  aatt  DDeellhhii  oonn  tthhee  llaasstt  FFrriiddaayy  iinn  tthhee  ffaasstt--mmoonntthh  ((RRaammaazzaann))  ffiilllleedd  ttoo  oovveerrfflloowwiinngg  wwiitthh,,  ppeerrhhaappss,,  

1155..000000  wwoorrsshhiippppeerrss,,  aallll  wwhhoollllyy  aabbssoorrbbeedd  iinn  pprraayyeerr,,  ,,aanndd  mmaanniiffeessttiinngg  tthhee  pprrooffoouunnddeesstt  rreevveerreennccee  aanndd  hhuummiilliittyy  iinn  

eevveerryy  ggeessttuurree,,  ccaann  ffaaiill  ttoo  bbee  ddeeeeppllyy  iimmpprreesssseedd  bbyy  tthhee  ssiigghhtt,,  oorr  ttoo  ggeett  aa  gglliimmppssee  ooff  tthhee  ppoowweerr  wwhhiicchh  uunnddeerrlliieess  ssuucchh  

aa  ssyysstteemm;;  wwhhiillee  tthhee  vveerryy  rreegguullaarriittyy  ooff  tthhee  ddaaiillyy  ccaallll  ttoo  pprraayyeerr,,  aass  iitt  rriinnggss  oouutt  aatt  eeaarrlliieesstt  ddaawwnn,,  bbeeffoorree  lliigghhtt  

ccoommmmeenncceess,,  oorr  aammiidd  aallll  tthhee  nnooiissee  aanndd  bbuussttllee  ooff  tthhee  bbuussiinneessss  hhoouurrss,,  oorr  aaggaaiinn  aass  tthhee  eevveenniinngg  cclloosseess  iinn,,  iiss  ffrraauugghhtt  

wwiitthh  tthhee  ssaammee  mmeessssaaggee..""  ((DDrr..  GG..  AA..  LLeeffrrooyy::  MMaannkkiinndd  aanndd  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh,,  pppp..  228877--88..  ((LLoonnddoonn,,  11990077..))  

33  ""OOnnee  mmaayy  nnoottiiccee  aanndd  aaddmmiirree  tthhee  kkiinndd  ooff  cchhiivvaallrroouuss  pprriiddee  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  aavveerraaggee  MMoohhaammmmeeddaann  ttaakkeess  iinn  hhiiss  ffaaiitthh..""  

((BBiissbboopp  LLeeffrrooyy::  MMaannkkiinndd  aanndd  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh,,  pp..  228899..))  

44  AA..  KKuueenneenn::  NNaattiioonnaall  RReelliiggiioonnss  aanndd  UUnniivveerrssaall  RReelliiggiioonnss,,  pp..  3355..  ((LLoonnddoonn,,  11888822..)) 
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ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  ssuucccceessss  ooff  IIssllaamm——cciirrccuummssttaanncceess  ppeeccuulliiaarr  ttoo  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr  

ttiimmeess  aanndd  ccoouunnttrriieess..  AAmmoonngg  tthheessee  mmaayy  bbee  mmeennttiioonneedd  tthhee  aaddvvaannttaaggee  tthhaatt  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  wwoorrkk  ddeerriivveess  ffrroomm  tthhee  ffaacctt  ooff  iittss  bbeeiinngg  ssoo  llaarrggeellyy  iinn  

tthhee  hhaannddss  ooff  ttrraaddeerrss,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  iinn  AAffrriiccaa  aanndd  ootthheerr  uunncciivviilliisseedd  ccoouunnttrriieess  wwhheerree  

tthhee  ppeeooppllee  aarree  nnaattuurraallllyy  ssuussppiicciioouuss  ooff  tthhee  ffoorreeiiggnneerr..  FFoorr,,  iinn  tthhee  ccaassee  ooff  tthhee  ttrraaddeerr,,  

hhiiss  wweellll--kknnoowwnn  aanndd  hhaarrmmlleessss  aavvooccaattiioonn  sseeccuurreess  ttoo  hhiimm  aann  iimmmmuunniittyy  ffrroomm  aannyy  

ssuucchh  ffeeeelliinnggss  ooff  ssuussppiicciioonn,,  wwhhiillee  hhiiss  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  mmeenn  aanndd  mmaannnneerrss,,  hhiiss  

ccoommmmeerrcciiaall  ssaavvooiirr--ffaaiirree,,  ggaaiinn  ffoorr  hhiimm  aa  rreeaaddyy  rreecceeppttiioonn,,  aanndd  rreemmoovvee  tthhaatt  ffeeeelliinngg  

ooff  ccoonnssttrraaiinntt  wwhhiicchh  mmiigghhtt  nnaattuurraallllyy  aarriissee  iinn  tthhee  pprreesseennccee  ooff  tthhee  ssttrraannggeerr..  HHee  

llaabboouurrss  uunnddeerr  nnoo  ssuucchh  ddiissaaddvvaannttaaggeess  aass  hhaammppeerr  tthhee  pprrooffeesssseedd  mmiissssiioonnaarryy,,  wwhhoo  iiss  

lliiaabbllee  ttoo  bbee  ssuussppeecctteedd  ooff  ssoommee  ssiinniisstteerr  mmoottiivvee,,  nnoott  oonnllyy  bbyy  ppeeooppllee  wwhhoossee  rraannggee  

ooff  eexxppeerriieennccee  aanndd  mmeennttaall  hhoorriizzoonn  aarree  lliimmiitteedd  aanndd  ttoo  wwhhoomm  tthhee  iiddeeaa  ooff  aannyy  mmaann  

eenndduurriinngg  tthhee  ppeerriillss  ooff  aa  lloonngg  jjoouurrnneeyy  aanndd  llaayyiinngg  aassiiddee  eevveerryy  mmuunnddaannee  ooccccuuppaattiioonn  

ffoorr  tthhee  ssoollee  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  ggaaiinniinngg  pprroosseellyytteess,,  iiss  iinneexxpplliiccaabbllee,,  bbuutt  aallssoo  bbyy  mmoorree  

cciivviilliisseedd  mmeenn  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  wwhhoo  aarree  vveerryy  pprroonnee  ttoo  ddoouubbtt  tthhee  ssiinncceerriittyy  ooff  tthhee  ppaaiidd  

mmiissssiioonnaarryy  aaggeenntt..  

  TThhee  cciirrccuummssttaanncceess  aarree  vveerryy  ddiiffffeerreenntt  wwhheenn  IIssllaamm  hhaass  nnoott  ttoo  aappppeeaarr  aass  aa  

ssuupppplliiaanntt  iinn  aa  ffoorreeiiggnn  ccoouunnttrryy,,  bbuutt  ssttaannddss  ffoorrtthh  pprroouuddllyy  aass  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

rruulliinngg  rraaccee..  IInn  tthhee  pprreecceeddiinngg  ppaaggeess  iitt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  sshhoowwnn  tthhaatt  tthhee  tthheeoorryy  ooff  tthhee  

MMuusslliimm  ffaaiitthh  eennjjooiinnss  ttoolleerraattiioonn  aanndd  ffrreeeeddoomm  ooff  rreelliiggiioouuss  lliiffee  ffoorr  aallll  tthhoossee  

ffoolllloowweerrss  ooff  ootthheerr  ffaaiitthhss  wwhhoo  ppaayy  ttrriibbuuttee  iinn  rreettuurrnn  ffoorr  pprrootteeccttiioonn,,  aanndd  tthhoouugghh  tthhee  

ppaaggeess  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  hhiissttoorryy  aarree  ssttaaiinneedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  bblloooodd  ooff  mmaannyy  ccrruueell  

ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonnss,,  ssttiillll,,  oonn  tthhee  wwhhoollee,,  uunnbbeelliieevveerrss  hhaavvee  eennjjooyyeedd  uunnddeerr  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  

rruullee  aa  mmeeaassuurree  ooff  ttoolleerraattiioonn,,  tthhee  lliikkee  ooff  wwhhiicchh  iiss  nnoott  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  iinn  EEuurrooppee  uunnttiill  

qquuiittee  mmooddeerrnn  ttiimmeess..  FFoorrcciibbllee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  wwaass  ffoorrbbiiddddeenn,,  iinn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  

pprreecceeppttss  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''āānn  ::——""  LLeett  tthheerree  bbee  nnoo  ccoommppuullssiioonn  iinn  rreelliiggiioonn  ""  ((iiii..  225577))..  ""  

WWiilltt  tthhoouu  ccoommppeell  mmeenn  ttoo  bbeeccoommee  bbeelliieevveerrss  ??  NNoo  ssoouull  ccaann  bbeelliieevvee  bbuutt  bbyy  tthhee  

ppeerrmmiissssiioonn  ooff  GGoodd  ""  ((xx..  9999,,  110000))..  ((  TThhee  vveerryy  eexxiisstteennccee  ooff  ssoo  mmaannyy  CChhrriissttiiaann  

sseeccttss  aanndd  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  iinn  ccoouunnttrriieess  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ffoorr  cceennttuurriieess  uunnddeerr  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  rruullee  iiss  aann  aabbiiddiinngg  tteessttiimmoonnyy  ttoo  tthhee  ttoolleerraattiioonn  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  eennjjooyyeedd,,  

aanndd  sshhoowwss  tthhaatt  tthhee  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonnss  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  ffrroomm  ttiimmee  ttoo  ttiimmee  bbeeeenn  ccaalllleedd  uuppoonn  ttoo  

eenndduurree  aatt  tthhee  hhaannddss  ooff  bbiiggoottss  aanndd  ffaannaattiiccss,,  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  eexxcciitteedd  bbyy  ssoommee  ssppeecciiaall  

aanndd  llooccaall  cciirrccuummssttaanncceess  rraatthheerr  tthhaann  iinnssppiirreedd  bbyy  aa  sseettttlleedd  pprriinncciippllee  ooff  

iinnttoolleerraannccee..
11
))  

                                                           

11  ee..  gg..  TThhee  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn,,  uunnddeerr  aall--MMuuttaawwaakkkkiill,,  bbyy  tthhee  oorrtthhooddooxx  rreeaaccttiioonn  aaggaaiinnsstt  aallll  ffoorrmmss  ooff  ddeevviiaattiioonn  ffrroomm  tthhee  

ppooppuullaarr  ccrreeeedd  ::  iicc  PPeerrssiiaa  aanndd  ootthheerr  ppaarrttss  ooff  AAssiiaa  aabboouutt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  tthhiirrtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy  iinn  rreevveennggee  ffoorr  tthhee  

ddoommiinneeeerriinngg  aanndd  iinnssuullttiinngg  bbeehhaavviioouurr  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  iinn  tthhee  hhoouurr  ooff  tthheeiirr  aaddvvaanncceemmeenntt  aanndd  ppoowweerr  uunnddeerr  tthhee  

eeaarrllyy  MMoonnggoollss..  ((MMaaqqrrīīzzīī  ((22)),,  TToommee  ii..  PPrreemmiieerree  PPaarrttiiee,,  pppp..  9988,,  110066..))  AAsssseemmaannii  ((ttoorrnn..  iiiiii..  ppaarrss..  iiii..  pp..cc..)),,  ssppeeaakkiinngg  ooff  

tthhee  ccaauusseess  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  eexxcciitteedd  tthhee  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  oott  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  uunnddeerr  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  rruullee,,  ssaayyss  ::——""  NNoonn  rraarroo  

ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonnss  pprroocceellllaamm  eexxcciittaarruunntt  mmuuttuuaaee  CChhrriissttiiaannoorruumm  iippssoorruumm  ssiimmuullttaatteess,,  ssaacceerrddoottuumm  lliicceennttiiaa,,  pprraaeessuulluumm  

ffaassttuuss,,  ttyyrraannnniiccaa  mmaaggnnaattuumm  ppootteessttaass,,  eett  mmeeddiiccoorruumm  pprraaeesseerrttiimm  ssccrriibbaa--rruummqquuee  ddee  ssuupprreemmoo  iinn  ggeenntteemm  ssuuaamm  

iimmppeerriioo  aalltteerrccaattiioonneess..""  DDuurriinngg  tthhee  ccrruussaaddeess  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ooff  tthhee  EEaasstt  ffrreeqquueennttllyy  ffeellll  uunnddeerr  tthhee  ssuussppiicciioonn  ooff  

ffaavvoouurriinngg  tthhee  iinnvvaassiioonnss  ooff  tthheeiirr  ccoo--rreelliiggiioonniissttss  ffrroomm  tthhee  WWeesstt,,  aanndd  iinn  mmooddeerrnn  TTuurrkkeeyy  tthhee  mmoovveemmeenntt  ffoorr  GGrreeeekk  

IInnddeeppeennddeennccee  aanndd  tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  ssyymmppaatthhiieess  iitt  eexxcciitteedd  iinn  CChhrriissttiiaann  EEuurrooppee  ccoonnttrriibbuutteedd  ttoo  mmaakkee  tthhee  lloott  ooff  tthhee  

ssuubbjjeecctt  CChhrriissttiiaann  rraacceess  hhaarrddeerr  tthhaann  iitt  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn,,  hhaadd  tthheeyy  nnoott  bbeeeenn  ssuussppeecctteedd  ooff  ddiissllooyyaallttyy  aanndd  ddiissaaffffeeccttiioonn  

ttoowwaarrddss  tthheeiirr  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  rruulleerr..  DDee  GGoobbiinneeaauu  hhaass  eexxpprreesssseedd  hhiimmsseellff  vveerryy  ssttrroonnggllyy  oonn  tthhiiss  qquueessttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  
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  AAtt  ssuucchh  ttiimmeess  ooff  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn,,  tthhee  pprreessssuurree  ooff  cciirrccuummssttaanncceess  hhaass  ddrriivveenn  

mmaannyy  uunnbbeelliieevveerrss  ttoo  bbeeccoommee——oouuttwwaarrddllyy  aatt  lleeaasstt  ——MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss,,  aanndd  mmaannyy  

iinnssttaanncceess  mmiigghhtt  bbee  ggiivveenn  ooff  iinnddiivviidduuaallss  wwhhoo,,  oonn  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr  ooccccaassiioonnss,,  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  

hhaarraasssseedd  iinnttoo  ssuubbmmiissssiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''āānn..        BBuutt  ssuucchh  oopppprreessssiioonn  iiss  

wwhhoollllyy  wwiitthhoouutt  tthhee  ssaannccttiioonn  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  llaaww,,  eeiitthheerr  rreelliiggiioouuss  oorr  cciivviill..        TThhee  

ppaassssaaggeess  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  tthhaatt  ffoorrbbiidd  ffoorrcceedd  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  aanndd  eennjjooiinn  pprreeaacchhiinngg  aass  tthhee  

ssoollee  lleeggiittiimmaattee  mmeetthhoodd  ooff  sspprreeaaddiinngg  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  hhaavvee  aallrreeaaddyy  bbeeeenn  qquuootteedd  aabboovvee  

((IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn,,  pppp..  55--66)),,  aanndd  tthhee  ssaammee  ddooccttrriinnee  iiss  uupphheelldd  bbyy  tthhee  ddeecciissiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ddooccttoorrss..        WWhheenn  MMoosseess  MMaaiimmoonniiddeess,,  wwhhoo  uunnddeerr  tthhee  ffaannaattiiccaall  

rruullee  ooff  tthhee  AAllmmoohhaaddss  hhaadd  ffeeiiggnneedd  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ttoo  IIssllaamm,,  fflleedd  ttoo  EEggyypptt  aanndd  tthheerree  

ooppeennllyy  ddeeccllaarreedd  hhiimmsseellff  ttoo  bbee  aa  JJeeww,,  aa  MMuusslliimm    jjuurriissccoonnssuulltt    ffrroomm    SSppaaiinn    

ddeennoouunncceedd    hhiimm    ffoorr    hhiiss  aappoossttaassyy  aanndd  ddeemmaannddeedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  eexxttrreemmee  ppeennaallttyy  ooff  tthhee  

llaaww  sshhoouulldd  bbee  iinnfflliicctteedd  oonn  hhiimm  ffoorr  tthhiiss  ooffffeennccee;;  bbuutt  tthhee  ccaassee  wwaass  qquuaasshheedd  bbyy  aall--

QQāāḍḍ īī  aall--FFāāḍḍ iill,,  ''AAbbdd  aall--RRaaḥḥ īīmm  bb..  ''AAllīī,,
11  

oonnee  ooff  tthhee  mmoosstt  ffaammoouuss  ooff  MMuusslliimm  

jjuuddggeess,,  aanndd  tthhee  pprriimmee  mmiinniisstteerr  ooff  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  SSaallaaddiinn,,  wwhhoo  aauutthhoorriittaattiivveellyy  ddeeccllaarreedd  

tthhaatt  aa  mmaann  wwhhoo  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  ttoo  IIssllaamm  bbyy  ffoorrccee  ccoouulldd  nnoott  bbee  rriigghhttllyy  

ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ttoo  bbee  aa  MMuusslliimm..
  22

      IInn  tthhee  ssaammee  ssppiirriitt,,  wwhheenn  GGhhāāzzāānn  ((11229955--11330044))  

ddiissccoovveerreedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  BBuuddddhhiisstt  mmoonnkkss  wwhhoo  hhaadd  bbeeccoommee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  aatt  tthhee  

bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  hhiiss  rreeiiggnn  ((wwhheenn  tthheeiirr  tteemmpplleess  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ddeessttrrooyyeedd))  oonnllyy  mmaaddee  aa  

pprreetteennccee  ooff  bbeeiinngg  ccoonnvveerrtteedd,,  hhee  ggrraanntteedd  ppeerrmmiissssiioonn  ttoo  aallll  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ssoo  wwiisshheedd  ttoo  

rreettuurrnn  ttoo  TTiibbeett,,  wwhheerree  aammoonngg  tthheeiirr  BBuuddddhhiisstt  ffeellllooww--ccoouunnttrryymmeenn  tthheeyy  wwoouulldd  bbee  

ffrreeee  oonnccee  mmoorree  ttoo  ffoollllooww  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  ffaaiitthh..
  33

  TTaavveerrnniieerr  tteellllss  uuss  aa  ssiimmiillaarr  ssttoorryy  ooff  

ssoommee  JJeewwss  ooff  IIssppaahhaann  wwhhoo  wweerree  ssoo  ggrriieevvoouussllyy  ppeerrsseeccuutteedd  bbyy  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnoorr  ""  tthhaatt  

eeiitthheerr  bbyy  ffoorrccee  oorr  ccuunnnniinngg  hhee  ccaauusseedd  tthheemm  ttoo  ttuurrnn  MMaahhoommeettaannss;;  bbuutt  tthhee  kkiinngg  

((SShhaahh  ''AAbbbbaass  IIII))  ((11664422--11666677)),,  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  tthhaatt  oonnllyy  ppoowweerr  aanndd  ffeeaarr  hhaadd  

ccoonnssttrraaiinneedd  tthheemm  ttoo  ttuurrnn,,  ssuuffffeerr''dd  tthheemm  ttoo  rreessuummee  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  rreelliiggiioonn  aanndd  ttoo  lliivvee  

iinn  qquuiieett..""  
44
      AA  ssttoorryy  ooff  aa  mmuucchh  eeaarrlliieerr  ttrraavveelllleerr

55
  iinn  PPeerrssiiaa,,  iinn  11447788,,  sshhoowwss  hhooww  

eevveenn  iinn  tthhoossee  ttuurrbbuulleenntt  ttiimmeess  aa  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ggoovveerrnnoorr  sseett  hhiimmsseellff  ttoo  sseevveerreellyy  

ccrruusshh  aann  oouuttbbuurrsstt  ooff  ffaannaattiicciissmm  ooff  tthhee  ssaammee  cchhaarraacctteerr..  AA  rriicchh  AArrmmeenniiaann  

mmeerrcchhaanntt  ooff  tthhee  cciittyy  ooff  TTaabbrrīīzz  wwaass  ssiittttiinngg  iinn  hhiiss  sshhoopp  oonnee  ddaayy  wwhheenn  aa  ḤḤ aajjīī,,
66
  wwiitthh  

aa  rreeppuuttaattiioonn  ffoorr  ssaannccttiittyy,,  ccoommiinngg  uupp  ttoo  hhiimm  iimmppoorrttuunneedd  hhiimm  ttoo  bbeeccoommee  aa  

MMuussaallmmaann  aanndd  aabbaannddoonn  hhiiss  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh;;  wwhheenn  tthhee  mmeerrcchhaanntt  eexxpprreesssseedd  hhiiss  

                                                                                                                                                                                     

ttoolleerraattiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm::  ""  SSii  11''oonn  ss??ppaarree  llaa  ddooccttrriinnee  rreelliiggiieeuussee  ddee  llaa  nn??cceessssiittee  ppoolliittiiqquuee  qquuii  ssoouuvveenntt  aa  ppaarrll??  eett  aaggii  eenn  

ssoonn  nnoomm,,  iill  nn''eesstt  ppaass  ddee  rreelliiggiioonn  pplluuss  ttooll??rraannttee,,  oonn  ppoouurrrraaiitt  pprreessqquuee  ddiirree  pplluuss  iinnddiiffff??rreennttee  ssuurr  llaa  ffooii  ddeess  hhoommmmeess  

qquuee  11''IIssllaamm..  CCeettttee  ddiissppoossiittiioonn  oorrggaanniiqquuee  eesstt  ssii  ffoorrttee  qquu''eenn  ddeehhoorrss  ddeess  ccaass  oouu  llaa  rraaiissoonn  dd''EEttaatt  mmiissee  eenn  jjeeuu  aa  ppoorrttee  

lleess  ggoouuvveerrnneerrnneennttss  mmuussuullmmaannss  aa  ssee  ffaaiirree  aarrmmee  ddee  ttoouutt  ppoouurr  tteennddrree  aa  II''uunniittee  ddee  ffooii,,  llaa  ttoolleerraannccee  llaa  pplluuss  ccoommpplleettee  aa  

eettee  llaa  rreeggiiee  ffoouurrnniiee  ppaarr  llee  ddooggmmee..  ..    ..  QQuu''oonn  nnee  ss''aarrrree''ttee  ppaass  aauuxx  vviioolleenncceess,,  aauuxx  ccrruuaauutteess  ccoommmmiisseess  ddaannss  uunnee  

ooccccaassiioonn  oouu  ddaannss  uunnee  aauuttrree..  SSii  oonn  yy  rreeggaarrddee  ddee  pprreess,,  oonn  nnee  ttaarrddeerraa  ppaass  aa  yy  ddeeccoouuvvrriirr  ddeess  ccaauusseess  ttoouutteess  ppoolliittiiqquueess  

oouu  ttoouutteess  ddee  ppaassssiioonn  hhuummaaiiooee  eett  ddee  tteemmppeerraammeenntt  cchheezz  llee  ssoouuvveerraaiinn  oouu  ddaannss  lleess  ppooppuullaattiioonnss..  LLee  ffaaiitt  rreehh''ggiieeuuxx  nn''yy  

eesstt  iinnvvooqquuee  qquucc  ccoommmmee  pprreetteexxttee  eett,,  eenn  rreeaalliittee,,  iill  rreessttee  eenn  ddeehhoorrss..""  ((AA..  ddee  GGoobbiinneeaauu  ((ll)),,  pppp..  2244--55))  

11  FFoorr  aa  bbiiooggrraapphhyy  ooff  hhiimm,,  sseeee  IIbbnn  KKhhaalllliikkaann,,  vvooll..  iiii..  pppp..  111111--1155..  

22  BBaarrhheebbrrzzuuss  ((zz)),,  pppp..  441177--1188..  

33  CC..  dd''OOhhssssoonn,,  vvooll..  iivv..  pp..  228811..  

44  TTaavveerrnniieerr  ((ii)),,  pp..  116600..  

55  VViiaaggggiioo  ddii  lloossaaffaa  BBaarrbbeerroo  nneellllaa  PPeerrssiiaa..  ((RRaammuussiioo,,  vvooll..  iiii..  pp..  IIIIII..))  

66  IIff  iinnddeeeedd  bbyy  AAzzii  iiss  mmeeaanntt  HHaajjii..  
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iinntteennttiioonn  ooff  rreemmaaiinniinngg  sstteeaaddffaasstt  iinn  hhiiss  rreelliiggiioonn  aanndd  ooffffeerreedd  tthhee  ffeellllooww  aallmmss  wwiitthh  

tthhee  hhooppee  ooff  ggeettttiinngg  rriidd  ooff  hhiimm,,  hhee  rreepplliieedd  tthhaatt  wwhhaatt  hhee  wwaanntteedd  wwaass  nnoott  hhiiss  aallmmss  

bbuutt  hhiiss  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn;;  aanndd  aatt  lleennggtthh,,  eennrraaggeedd  aatt  tthhee  ppeerrssiisstteenntt  rreeffuussaall  ooff  tthhee  

mmeerrcchhaanntt,,  ssuuddddeennllyy  ssnnaattcchheedd  aa  sswwoorrdd  oouutt  ooff  tthhee  hhaanndd  ooff  aa  bbyyssttaannddeerr  aanndd  ssttrruucckk  

tthhee  mmeerrcchhaanntt  aa  mmoorrttaall  bbllooww  oonn  tthhee  hheeaadd  aanndd  tthheenn  rraann  aawwaayy,,  WWhheenn  tthhee  GGoovveerrnnoorr  

ooff  tthhee  cciittyy  hheeaarrdd  tthhee  nneewwss,,  hhee  wwaass  vveerryy  aannggrryy  aanndd  oorrddeerreedd  tthhee  mmuurrddeerreerr  ttoo  bbee  

ppuurrssuueedd  aanndd  ccaappttuurreedd;;  tthhee  ccuullpprriitt  hhaavviinngg  bbeeeenn  bbrroouugghhtt  iinnttoo  hhiiss  pprreesseennccee,,  tthhee  

ggoovveerrnnoorr  ssttaabbbbeedd  hhiimm  ttoo  ddeeaatthh  wwiitthh  hhiiss  oowwnn  hhaanndd  aanndd  oorrddeerreedd  hhiiss  bbooddyy  ttoo  bbee  

ccaasstt  ffoorrtthh  ttoo  bbee  ddeevvoouurreedd  bbyy  ddooggss,,  ssaayyiinngg  ::  ""  WWhhaatt!!  iiss  tthhiiss  tthhee  wwaayy  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  

rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  sspprreeaaddss  ??  ""  AAtt  nniigghhttffaallll,,  tthhee  ccoommmmoonn  ppeeooppllee  ttooookk  uupp  tthhee  

bbooddyy  aanndd  bbuurriieedd  iitt,,  wwhheerreeuuppoonn  tthhee  GGoovveerrnnoorr,,  eennrraaggeedd  aatt  tthhiiss  ccoonntteemmpptt  ooff  hhiiss  

oorrddeerr,,  ggaavvee  uupp  tthhee  ppllaaccee  ffoorr  tthhrreeee  oorr  ffoouurr  hhoouurrss  ttoo  bbee  ssaacckkeedd  bbyy  hhiiss  ssoollddiieerrss  aanndd  

aafftteerrwwaarrddss  iimmppoosseedd  aa  ffiinnee  aass  aa  ffuurrtthheerr  ppeennaallttyy;;  aallssoo  hhee  ccaalllleedd  tthhee  ssoonn  ooff  tthhee  

mmeerrcchhaanntt  ttoo  hhiimm  aanndd  ccoommffoorrtteedd  hhiimm  aanndd  ccaarreesssseedd  hhiimm  wwiitthh  ggoooodd  aanndd  kkiinnddllyy  

wwoorrddss..  EEvveenn  tthhee  mmaadd  aall--HHaakkiimm  ((999966--11002200)),,  wwhhoossee  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonnss  ccaauusseedd  mmaannyy  

JJeewwss  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ttoo  aabbaannddoonn  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  bbeeccoommee  MMuussaallmmaannss,,  aafftteerr--

wwaarrddss  aalllloowweedd  tthheessee  uunnwwiilllliinngg  ccoonnvveerrttss  ttoo  rreettuurrnn  aaggaaiinn  ttoo  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  rreelliiggiioonn  aanndd  

rreebbuuiilldd  tthheeiirr  rruuiinneedd  ppllaacceess  ooff  wwoorrsshhiipp..
  11  

NNeegglleecctteedd  aass  tthhee  EEaasstteerrnn  CChhrriissttiiaannss  hhaavvee  

bbeeeenn  bbyy  tthheeiirr  CChhrriissttiiaann  bbrreetthhrreenn  iinn  tthhee  WWeesstt,,  uunnaarrmmeedd  ffoorr  tthhee  mmoosstt  ppaarrtt  aanndd  

uutttteerrllyy  ddeeffeenncceelleessss,,  iitt  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  eeaassyy  ffoorr  aannyy  ooff  tthhee  ppoowweerrffuull  rruulleerrss  ooff  

IIssllaamm  ttoo  hhaavvee  uutttteerrllyy  rrooootteedd  oouutt  tthheeiirr  CChhrriissttiiaann  ssuubbjjeeccttss  oorr  bbaanniisshheedd  tthheemm  ffrroomm  

tthheeiirr  ddoommiinniioonnss,,  aass  tthhee  SSppaanniiaarrddss  ddiidd  tthhee  MMoooorrss,,  oorr  tthhee  EEnngglliisshh  tthhee  JJeewwss  ffoorr  

nneeaarrllyy  ffoouurr  cceennttuurriieess..  IItt  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ppeerrffeeccttllyy  ppoossssiibbllee  ffoorr  SSaalliimm  II  ((iinn  11551144))  

oorr  IIbbrraahhiimm  ((iinn  11664466))  ttoo  hhaavvee  ppuutt  iinnttoo  eexxeeccuuttiioonn  tthhee  bbaarrbbaarroouuss  nnoottiioonn  tthheeyy  

ccoonncceeiivveedd  ooff  eexxtteerrmmiinnaattiinngg  tthheeiirr  CChhrriissttiiaann  ssuubbjjeeccttss,,  jjuusstt  aass,,  tthhee  ffoorrmmeerr  hhaadd  

mmaassssaaccrreedd  4400,,000000  SShhii''aahhss  wwiitthh  tthhee  aaiimm  ooff  eessttaabblliisshhiinngg  uunniiffoorrmmiittyy  ooff  rreelliiggiioouuss  

bbeelliieeff  aammoonngg  hhiiss  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ssuubbjjeeccttss..  TThhee  mmuuffttiiss  wwhhoo  ttuurrnneedd  tthhee  mmiinnddss  ooff  

tthheeiirr  mmaasstteerrss  ffrroomm  ssuucchh  aa  ccrruueell  ppuurrppoossee,,  ddiidd  ssoo  aass  tthhee  eexxppoonneennttss  ooff  MMuusslliimm  llaaww  

aanndd  MMuusslliimm  ttoolleerraannccee..
22
  

  SSttiillll,,  tthhoouugghh  tthhee  pprriinncciippllee  tthhaatt  ffoouunndd  ssoo  mmuucchh  ffaavvoouurr  iinn  GGeerrmmaannyy  iinn  tthhee  

sseevveenntteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy
33
——CCuuiiuuss  rreeggiioo  eeiiuuss  rreelliiggiioo,,——wwaass  nneevveerr  aaddoopptteedd  bbyy  aannyy  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ppootteennttaattee,,  iitt  iiss  oobbvviioouuss  tthhaatt  tthhee  ffaacctt  ooff  IIssllaamm  bbeeiinngg  tthhee  ssttaattee  

rreelliiggiioonn  ccoouulldd  nnoott  ffaaiill  ttoo  hhaavvee  hhaadd  ssoommee  iinnfflluueennccee  iinn  iinnccrreeaassiinngg  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  iittss  

aaddhheerreennttss..  PPeerrssoonnss  oonn  wwhhoomm  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioouuss  ffaaiitthh  ssaatt  lliigghhttllyy  wwoouulldd  bbee  rreeaaddiillyy  

iinnfflluueenncceedd  bbyy  ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonnss  ooff  wwoorrllddllyy  aaddvvaannttaaggee,,  aanndd  aammbbiittiioonn  aanndd  sseellff--

iinntteerreesstt  wwoouulldd  ttaakkee  tthhee  ppllaaccee  ooff  mmoorree  llaauuddaabbllee  mmoottiivveess  ffoorr  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn..  SStt..  

AAuugguussttiinnee  mmaaddee  aa  ssiimmiillaarr  ccoommppllaaiinntt  iinn  tthhee  ffiifftthh  cceennttuurryy,,  tthhaatt  mmaannyy  eenntteerreedd  tthhee  
                                                           

11  MMaakkiinn,,  pp..  226600..  SSiimmiillaarrllyy,,  aabboouutt  aa  cceennttuurryy  bbeeffoorree,,  aall--MMuuqqttaaddiirr  ((aa..dd..  990088--993322))  ggaavvee  oorrddeerrss  ffoorr  tthhee  rreebbuuiillddiinngg  ooff  

ssoommee  cchhuurrcchheess  aatt  RRaarroollaahh  iinn  PPaalleessttiinnee  wwhhiicchh  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ddeessttrrooyyeedd  bbyy  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaaaass  dduurriinngg  aa  rriioott,,  tthhee  ccaauussee  ooff  

wwhhiicchh  IIss  nnoott  rreeccoorrddeedd..  ((EEuuttyycchhiiuuss,,  iiii..  pp..  8822..))  AAbbuu  SSaalliihh  mmaakkeess  mmeennttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  rreebbuuiillddiinngg  ooff  aa  ggrreeaatt  mmaannyy  

cchhuurrcchheess  aanndd  mmoonnaasstteerriieess  iinn  EEggyypptt  wwhhiicchh  hhaadd  eeiitthheerr  bbeeeenn  ddeessttrrooyyeedd  iinn  ttiimmee  ooff  wwaarr  ((ee..  gg..  dduurriinngg  tthhee  iinnvvaassiioonn  ooff  

tthhee  GGhhuuzzzz  aanndd  tthhee  KKuurrddss  iinn  11116644))  {{pppp..  9911,,  9966,,  111122,,  112200)),,  bbeeeenn  wwrreecckkeedd  bbyy  ffaannaattiiccss  ((pppp..  8855--66,,  118822,,  aanndd  MMaaqqrrffzzll  

qquuootteedd  iinn  tthhee  AAppppeennddiixx  pppp..  332277--88)),,  oorr  ffaalllleenn  iinnttoo  ddeeccaayy  ((pppp..  55,,  8877,,  110033--44))..  

22  AA..  ddee  llaa  JJoonnqquuiieerree,,  pppp..  220033,,  221133,,  331122..  

33  EE..  CChhaarrvveerriiaatt::  HHiissttooiirree  ddee  llaa  GGuueerrrree  ddee  TTrreennttee  AAnnss,,  ttoommee  iiii..  pppp..  661155,,  662255..    ((PPaarriiss,,  11887788..))  
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CChhrriissttiiaann  CChhuurrcchh  mmeerreellyy  bbeeccaauussee  tthheeyy  hhooppeedd  ttoo  ggaaiinn  ssoommee  tteemmppoorraall  aaddvvaannttaaggee  

tthheerreebbyy::  ""  QQuuaamm  mmuullttii  nnoonn  qquuaaeerruunntt  IIeessuumm,,  nniissii  uutt  iilllliiss  ffaacciiaatt  bbeennee  sseeccuunndduumm  

tteemmppuuss  !!  AAlliiuuss  nneeggoottiiuumm  hhaabbeett,,  qquuaaeerriitt  iinntteerrcceessssiioonneemm  cclleerriiccoorruumm;;  aalliiuuss  

pprreemmiittuurr  aa  ppootteennttiioorree,,  ffuuggiitt  aadd  eecccclleessiiaamm;;  aalliiuuss  pprroo  ssee  vvuulltt  iinntteerrvveenniirrii  aappuudd  eeuumm  

aappuudd  qquueerrnn  ppaarruumm  vvaalleett;;  iillllee  ssiicc,,  iillllee  ssiicc;;  iimmpplleettuurr  qquuoottiiddiiee  ttaalliibbuuss  eecccclleessiiaa..""  
11
  

  MMoorreeoovveerr,,  ttoo  tthhee  bbaarrbbaarroouuss  aanndd  uunncciivviilliisseedd  ttrriibbeess  tthhaatt  ssaaww  tthhee  gglloorryy  aanndd  

mmaajjeessttyy  ooff  tthhee  eemmppiirree  ooff  tthhee  AArraabbss  iinn  tthhee  hheeyyddaayy  ooff  iittss  ppoowweerr,,  IIssllaamm  mmuusstt  hhaavvee  

aappppeeaarreedd  aass  iimmppoossiinngg  aanndd  hhaavvee  eexxeerrcciisseedd  aass  ppoowweerrffuull  aa  ffaasscciinnaattiioonn  aass  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh  wwhheenn  pprreesseenntteedd  ttoo  tthhee  BBaarrbbaarriiaannss  ooff  NNoorrtthheerrnn  EEuurrooppee,,  wwhheenn  ""  

TThheeyy  ffoouunndd  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  iinn  tthhee  EEmmppiirree——CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  rreeffiinneedd  aanndd  ccoommpplleexx,,  

iimmppeerriioouuss  aanndd  ppoommppoouuss——CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  eenntthhrroonneedd  bbyy  tthhee  ssiiddee  ooff  kkiinnggss,,  aanndd  

ssoommeettiimmeess  ppaarraammoouunntt  aabboovvee  tthheemm..""
22
  

  AAddddeedd  ttoo  tthhiiss  mmuusstt  oofftteenn  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  tthhee  ssllooww,,  ppeerrssiisstteenntt  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  ddaaiillyy  

ccoonnttaacctt  wwiitthh  MMuusslliimm  lliiffee  aanndd  tthhoouugghhtt,,  ssuucchh  aass  lleedd  eevveenn  aa  NNeessttoorriiaann  wwrriitteerr  ooff  tthhee  

ttwweellfftthh  cceennttuurryy  ttoo  aadddd  wwoorrddss  ooff  bblleessssiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  mmeennttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  tthhee  

PPrroopphheett  aanndd  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  ccaalliipphhss,,
  33

  aanndd  ttoo  pprraayy  ffoorr  tthhee  mmeerrccyy  ooff  GGoodd  oonn  tthhee  ccaalliipphh  

''UUmmaarr  bb..  ''AAbbdd  aall--''AAzziizz..
  44

  IInn  mmooddeerrnn  ttiimmeess  CChhrriissttiiaann  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  ccoommppllaaiinn  tthhaatt  

tthhee  ssyysstteemm  ooff  ppuubblliicc  iinnssttrruuccttiioonn  iinn  EEggyypptt  uunnddeerr  tthhee  BBrriittiisshh  ooccccuuppaattiioonn,,  aaccccoorrddiinngg  

ttoo  wwhhiicchh  ""  CChhrriissttiiaann  bbooyyss  aarree  oofftteenn  ccoommppeelllleedd  ttoo  ssiitt  aanndd  lliisstteenn  ttoo  tthhee  KKoorraann  aanndd  

DDiinn  ((rreelliiggiioouuss  tteeaacchhiinngg))  bbeeiinngg  ttaauugghhtt  ttoo  tthheeiirr  MMoosslleemm  ccoommppaanniioonnss  wwhheenn  tthheerree  iiss  

nnoo  rroooomm  wwhheerree  tthheeyy  ccaann  bbee  sseeppaarraatteedd,,""  
55
  tteennddss  ttoo  ggiivvee  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  aa  

pprreeppoonnddeerraattiinngg  iinnfflluueennccee  oovveerr  tthheeiirr  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffeellllooww--ssttuuddeennttss..  OOnnee  ooff  tthhee  mmoosstt  

aaccttiivvee  ooff  tthhee  ffoolllloowweerrss  ooff  tthhee  llaattee  MMuuffttii  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ''AAbbdduuhh  wwaass  oorriiggiinnaallllyy  aa  

CCooppttiicc  mmeeddiiccaall  ssttuuddeenntt,,  wwhhoo  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  wwoonn  oovveerr  ttoo  IIssllaamm  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  

ooff  tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  iinnssttrruuccttiioonn  hhee  hhaadd  hheeaarrdd  ggiivveenn  iinn  sscchhooooll  hhoouurrss..
  66
  

  BBuutt  tthhee  rreecciittaall  ooff  ssuucchh  mmoottiivveess  aass  lliittttllee  aaccccoouunnttss  ffoorr  aallll  ccaasseess  ooff  

ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  iinn  tthhee  oonnee  rreelliiggiioonn  aass  iinn  tthhee  ootthheerr,,  aanndd  tthheeyy  sshhoouulldd  nnoott  mmaakkee  uuss  JJoossee  

ssiigghhtt  ooff  ootthheerr  ffaaccttoorrss  iinn  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  lliiffee  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  wwhhoossee  iinnfflluueennccee  hhaass  bbeeeenn  

ooff  aa  mmoorree  ddiissttiinnccttllyy  rreelliiggiioouuss  cchhaarraacctteerr..  FFoorreemmoosstt  aammoonngg  tthheessee  iiss  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  

ooff  tthhee  ddeevvoouutt  lliivveess  ooff  tthhee  ffoolllloowweerrss  ooff  IIssllaamm..  SSttrraannggee  aass  iitt  mmaayy  aappppeeaarr  ttoo  aa  

ggeenneerraattiioonn  aaccccuussttoommeedd  ttoo  llooookk  uuppoonn  IIssllaamm  aass  aa  ccllooaakk  ffoorr  aallll  kkiinnddss  ooff  vviiccee,,  iitt  iiss  

nneevveerrtthheelleessss  ttrruuee  tthhaatt  iinn  eeaarrlliieerr  ttiimmeess  mmaannyy  CChhrriissttiiaannss  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  ccoommee  iinnttoo  

ccoonnttaacctt  wwiitthh  aa  lliivviinngg  MMuusslliimm  ssoocciieettyy  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  pprrooffoouunnddllyy  iimmpprreesssseedd  bbyy  tthhee  

vviirrttuueess  eexxhhiibbiitteedd  tthheerreeiinn;;  iiff  tthheessee  ccoouulldd  ssoo  ssttrriikkee  tthhee  ttrraavveelllleerr  aanndd  tthhee  ssttrraannggeerr,,  

tthheeyy  wwoouulldd  nnoo  ddoouubbtt  hhaavvee  ssoommee  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  aattttrraaccttiioonn  oonn  tthhee  uunnbbeelliieevveerr  wwhhoo  

ccaammee  iinn  ddaaiillyy  ccoonnttaacctt  wwiitthh  tthheemm..  RRiiccoolldduuss  ddee  MMoonnttee  CCrruucciiss,,  aa  DDoommiinniiccaann  

                                                           

11  IInn  llooaannnniiss  EEvvaannggeelliiuumm  TTrraaccttaattuuss,,  xxxxvv..  1100.. 

22  CC..  MMeerriivvaallee  ;;  TThhee  CCoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  NNoorrtthheerrnn  NNaattiioonnss,,  pp..  110022..  ((LLoonnddoonn,,  11886666..))  

33  MMaann  bb..  SSuullaayymmaann..  pp..  6622  ((1111..  44,,  66..  1133))..    TThhee  lleeaarrnneedd  MMaarroonniittee,,  YYuussuuff  SSiimm''aann  aall--SSiimm''aamm,,  iinn  tthhee  eeiigghhtteeeenntthh  

cceennttuurryy,,  tthhuuss  eexxpprreesssseedd  hhiiss  hhoorrrroorr  aatt  ssuucchh  aa  ccoonncceessssiioonn  ttoo  MMuusslliimm  sseennttiimmeenntt::    ""MMaahhoommeettii  eeiiuussqquuee  sseeccttaarriioorruumm  

llaauuddeess      ppeerrsseeqquuiittuurr,,      eett      qquuoodd        ssiinnee      hhoorrrroorree    ddiiccii      nneeqquuiitt..      iilllliiuuss    ppsseeuuddoo--pprrooppbbeettaaee      nnoommeenn      eess      aaddiiuunnccttoo      

pprraaeeccoonniioo      mmeemmoorraatt,,      qquuoo      MMaahhoommeettaann!!  ssoolleenntt,,  nniimmiirruumm  عليه السلامعليه السلام..""        ((AAsssseemmaannii,,  ttoorrnn,,  iiiiii,,  ppaarrss..  ii..  pp..  558855..))  

44  MMaarrii  bb..  SSuullaayymmaann,,  pp..  6655  ((11..  1166))..  

55  MMeetthhooddss  ooff  MMiissssiioonn  WWoorrkk  aammoonngg  MMoosslleemmss,,  pp..  6622..  

66  IIdd..  pppp..  6611--44.. 
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mmiissssiioonnaarryy  wwhhoo  vviissiitteedd  tthhee  EEaasstt  aatt  tthhee  cclloossee  ooff  tthhee  tthhiirrtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  tthhuuss  bbrreeaakkss  

oouutt  iinn  pprraaiissee  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  aammoonngg  wwhhoomm  hhee  hhaadd  llaabboouurreedd::  ""  OObbssttuuppuuiimmuuss,,  

qquuoommooddoo  iinn  lleeggee  ttaannttee  ppeerrffiiddiiee  ppootteerraanntt  ooppeerraa  ttaannttee  ppeerrffeeccttiioonniiss  iinnvveenniirrii..  

RReeffeerreemmuuss  iiggiittuurr  hhiicc  bbrreevviitteerr  ooppeerraa  ppeerrffeeccttiioonniiss  SSaarrrraacceennoorruumm..  ..  ..  ..  QQuuiiss  eenniimm  

nnoonn  oobbssttuuppeessccaatt,,  ssii  ddiilliiggeenntteerr  ccoonnssiiddeerreett,,  qquuaannttaa  iinn  iippssiiss  SSaarrrraacceenniiss  ssoolllliicciittuuddoo  aadd  

ssttuuddiiuumm,,  ddeevvoocciioo  iinn  oorraattiioonnee,,  mmiisseerriiccoorrddiiaa  aadd  ppaauuppeerreess,,  rreevveerreenncciiaa  aadd  nnoommeenn  

DDeeii  eett  pprroopphheettaass  eett  llooccaa  ssaannccttaa,,  ggrraavviittaass  iinn  mmoorriibbuuss,,  aaffffaabbiilliittaass  aadd  eexxttrraanneeooss,,  

ccoonnccoorrddiiaa  eett  aammoorr  aadd  ssuuooss  ??  ""
11
    WWiilllliiaamm  PPeettiitt  ooff  NNeewwbbuurrgghh  iinn  ssiimmiillaarr  mmaannnneerr,,  

ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  ttwweellfftthh  cceennttuurryy,,  pprraaiisseedd  tthhee  ssoobbrriieettyy  ooff  tthhee  SSaarraacceennss  aass  

tthhee  oouuttccoommee  ooff  tthhee  tteeaacchhiinngg  ooff  tthheeiirr  PPrroopphheett  aanndd  aass  iinnssppiirriinngg  tthheemm  wwiitthh  aa  sseennssee  

ooff  mmoorraall  ssuuppeerriioorriittyy  oovveerr  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ::  ""  GGuulloossooss  vveerroo  aattqquuee  eebbrriioossooss,,  oorrbbii  

tteerrrraarruumm  ggrraavveess  aabboommiinnaattuuss,,  ssoobbrriieettaatteemm  ddooccuuiitt,,  cciibboorruumm  ddeelliicciiaass  ssuuggiillllaavviitt,,  vviinnii  

uussuumm,,  pprraaeetteerrqquuaamm  ppaauucciiss  cceerrttiissqquuee  ddiieebbuuss  ssoolleemmnniibbuuss,,  iinntteerrddiixxiitt  [[MMaaccoommeettuuss]]..  

IInnddee  eesstt,,  qquuoodd  ccuumm  SSaarrrraacceennii  iinn  fflluuxxuu  lliibbiiddiinnuumm  ddee  ssuuii,,  uutt  ddiiccttuumm  eesstt,,  sseedduuccttoorriiss  

iinndduullggeennttiiaa  pprroobbeennttuurr  eessssee  ssppuurrcciissssiimmii;;  nnoossttrriiss,,  pprroohh  ddoolloorr  !!  iinn  ffrruuggaalliittaattee  

ssuuppeerriioorreess  eessssee  vviiddeennttuurr,,  nnoobbiissqquuee,,  pprroohh  ppuuddoorr  !!  ccoommeessssaattiioonnuumm  eett  eebbrriieettaattuumm  

ssoorrddeess  iimmpprrooppeerraanntt..  DDeenniiqquuee  mmaalllleeuuss  CChhrriissttiiaannii  nnoommiinniiss  SSaallaaddiinnuuss  aannttee  aannnnooss  

aalliiqquuoott,,  ccuumm  nnoossttrroorruumm  mmoorreess  eexxpplloorraannss,,  aauuddiisssseett  qquuoodd  pplluurriibbuuss  iinn  pprraannddiioo  

ffeerrccuulliiss  uutteerreennttuurr,,  ddiixxiissssee  ffeerrttuurr,,  ''ttaalleess  TTeerrrraa  SSaannccttaa  iinnddiiggnnooss  eessssee..''  UUnnddee  ccoonnssttaatt,,  

qquuoodd  lluuxxuuss  nnoossttrroorruumm  ccoonnssppeeccttuuss  AAggaarreennooss,,  ddee  ffrruuggaalliittaattee  gglloorriiaanntteess,,  ccoonnttrraa  nnooss  

iinncciitteett  aanniimmeettqquuee  ttaannqquuaamm  ddiicceenntteess;;  ''  DDeeuuss  ddeerreelliiqquuiitt  ccrraappuullaattooss  iissttooss,,  

ppeerrsseeqquuaammuurr  eett  ccoommpprreehheennddaammuuss,,  qquuiiaa  nnoonn  eesstt  qquuii  eerriippiiaatt..''  ""  
22
  

  TThhee  lliitteerraattuurree  ooff  tthhee  CCrruussaaddeess  iiss  rriicchh  iinn  ssuucchh  aapppprreecciiaattiioonnss  ooff  MMuusslliimm  

vviirrttuueess,,  wwhhiillee  tthhee  OOttttoommaann  TTuurrkkss  iinn  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  ddaayyss  ooff  tthheeiirr  rruullee  iinn  EEuurrooppee  

rreecceeiivveedd  mmaannyy  aa  ttrriibbuuttee  ooff  pprraaiissee  ffrroomm  CChhrriissttiiaann  lliippss,,  aass  hhaass  aallrreeaaddyy  bbeeeenn  sshhoowwnn  

iinn  aa  ffoorrmmeerr  cchhaapptteerr..  

  AAtt  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddaayy  tthheerree  aarree  ttwwoo  cchhiieeff  ffaaccttoorrss  ((bbeeyyoonndd  ssuucchh  ooff  tthhee  aabboovvee--

mmeennttiioonneedd  aass  ssttiillll  hhoolldd  ggoooodd))  tthhaatt  mmaakkee  ffoorr  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  aaccttiivviittyy  iinn  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  

wwoorrlldd..  TThhee  ffiirrsstt  ooff  tthheessee  iiss  tthhee  rreevviivvaall  ooff  rreelliiggiioouuss  lliiffee  wwhhiicchh  ddaatteess  ffrroomm  tthhee  

WWaahhhhaabbii  rreeffoorrmmaattiioonn  aatt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  eeiigghhtteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy;;  tthhoouugghh  tthhiiss  nneeww  

ddeeppaarrttuurree  hhaass  lloonngg  lloosstt  aallll  ppoolliittiiccaall  ssiiggnniiffiiccaannccee  oouuttssiiddee  tthhee  ccoonnffiinneess  ooff  NNaajjdd,,  aass  

aa  rreelliiggiioouuss  rreevviivvaall  iittss  iinnfflluueennccee  iiss  ffeelltt  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  AAffrriiccaa,,  IInnddiiaa  aanndd  tthhee  MMaallaayy  

AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo  eevveenn  ttoo  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddaayy,,  aanndd  hhaass  ggiivveenn  bbiirrtthh  ttoo  nnuummeerroouuss  mmoovvee--

mmeennttss  wwhhiicchh  ttaakkee  rraannkk  aammoonngg  tthhee  mmoosstt  ppoowweerrffuull  iinnfflluueenncceess  iinn  tthhee  IIssllaammiicc  

wwoorrlldd..  IInn  tthhee  pprreecceeddiinngg  ppaaggeess  iitt  hhaass  aallrreeaaddyy  bbeeeenn  sshhoowwnn  hhooww  cclloosseellyy  ccoonnnneecctteedd  

mmaannyy  ooff  tthhee  mmooddeerrnn  MMuusslliimm  mmiissssiioonnss  aarree  wwiitthh  tthhiiss  wwiiddee--sspprreeaadd  rreevviivvaall::  tthhee  

ffeerrvviidd  zzeeaa''  iitt  hhaass  ssttiirrrreedd  uupp,,  tthhee  nneeww  lliiffee  iitt  hhaass  iinnffuusseedd  iinnttoo  eexxiissttiinngg  rreelliiggiioouuss  

iinnssttiittuuttiioonnss,,  tthhee  iimmppeettuuss  iitt  hhaass  ggiivveenn  ttoo  tthheeoollooggiiccaall  ssttuuddyy  aanndd  ttoo  tthhee  oorrggaanniissaattiioonn  

ooff  ddeevvoottiioonnaall  eexxeerrcciisseess,,  hhaavvee  aallll  sseerrvveedd  ttoo  aawwaakkee  aanndd  kkeeeepp  aalliivvee  tthhee  iinnnnaattee  

pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg  ssppiirriitt  ooff  IIssllaamm..  

                                                           

11  LLaauurreenntt,,  pp..  113311..  

22  HHiissttoorriiaa  KKeerruumm  AAnngglliiccaarruurriiii  WWiilllleellmmii  PPaarrvvii  ddee  NNeewwbbuurrgghh,,  eedd..  HHaannss  CCllaauuddee  HHaammiillttoonn,,  vvooll..  iiii..  pp..  115588..  ((LLoonnddoonn,,  

11885566..))  
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  SSiiddee  bbyy  ssiiddee  wwiitthh  tthhiiss  rreeffoorrmm  mmoovveemmeenntt,,  iiss  aannootthheerr  ooff  aann  eennttiirreellyy  ddiiffffeerreenntt  

cchhaarraacctteerr——ffoorr,,  ttoo  mmeennttiioonn  oonnee  ppooiinntt  ooff  ddiiffffeerreennccee  oonnllyy,,  wwhhiillee  tthhee  ffoorrmmeerr  iiss  

ssttrroonnggllyy  ooppppoosseedd  ttoo  EEuurrooppeeaann  cciivviilliissaattiioonn,,  tthhee  llaatttteerr  iiss  rraatthheerr  iinn  ssyymmppaatthhyy  wwiitthh  

mmooddeerrnn  tthhoouugghhtt  aanndd  ooffffeerrss  aa  pprreesseennttmmeenntt  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  tthheerreewwiitthh,,——

vviizz..  tthhee  PPaann--IIssllaammiicc--  mmoovveemmeenntt,,  wwhhiicchh  sseeeekkss  ttoo  bbiinndd  aallll  tthhee  nnaattiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  

MMuusslliimm  wwoorrlldd  iinn  aa  ccoommmmoonn  bboonndd  ooff  ssyymmppaatthhyy..  TThhoouugghh  iinn  nnoo  wwaayy  ssoo  ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  

aass  tthhee  ootthheerr,,  ssttiillll  tthhiiss  ttrreenndd  ooff  tthhoouugghhtt  ggiivveess  aa  ppoowweerrffuull  ssttiimmuulluuss  ttoo  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  

llaabboouurrss;;  tthhee  eeffffoorrtt  ttoo  rreeaalliissee  iinn  aaccttuuaall  lliiffee  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  iiddeeaall  ooff  tthhee  bbrrootthheerrhhoooodd  ooff  

aallll  bbeelliieevveerrss  rreeaaccttss  oonn  ccoollllaatteerraall  iiddeeaallss  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh,,  aanndd  tthhee  sseennssee  ooff  aa  vvaasstt  uunniittyy  

aanndd  ooff  aa  ccoommmmoonn  lliiffee  rruunnnniinngg  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  nnaattiioonnss  iinnssppiirriittss  tthhee  hheeaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  

ffaaiitthhffuull  aanndd  mmaakkeess  tthheemm  bboolldd  ttoo  ssppeeaakk  iinn  tthhee  pprreesseennccee  ooff  tthhee  uunnbbeelliieevveerrss..  

  WWhhaatt  ffuurrtthheerr  iinnfflluueennccee  tthheessee  ttwwoo  mmoovveemmeennttss  wwiillll  hhaavvee  oonn  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  

lliiffee  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  tthhee  ffuuttuurree  oonnllyy  ccaann  sshhooww..  BBuutt  tthheeiirr  vveerryy  aaccttiivviittyy  aatt  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddaayy  

iiss  aa  pprrooooff  tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  iiss  nnoott  ddeeaadd..  TThhee  ssppiirriittuuaall  eenneerrggyy  ooff  IIssllaamm  iiss  nnoott,,  aass  hhaass  bbeeeenn  

ssoo  oofftteenn  mmaaiinnttaaiinneedd,,  ccoommmmeennssuurraattee  wwiitthh  iittss  ppoolliittiiccaall  ppoowweerr..
11
  OOnn  tthhee  ccoonnttrraarryy,,  

tthhee  lloossss  ooff  ppoolliittiiccaall  ppoowweerr  aanndd  wwoorrllddllyy  pprroossppeerriittyy  hhaass  sseerrvveedd  ttoo  bbrriinngg  ttoo  tthhee  ffrroonntt  

tthhee  ffiinneerr  ssppiirriittuuaall  qquuaalliittiieess  wwhhiicchh  aarree  tthhee  ttrruueesstt  iinncceennttiivveess  ttoo  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  wwoorrkk..  

IIssllaamm  hhaass  lleeaarrnneedd  tthhee  uusseess  ooff  aaddvveerrssiittyy,,  aanndd  ssoo  ffaarr  ffrroomm  aa  ddeecclliinnee  iinn  wwoorrllddllyy  

pprroossppeerriittyy  bbeeiinngg  aa  pprreessaaggee  ooff  tthhee  ddeeccaayy  ooff  tthhiiss  ffaaiitthh,,  iitt  iiss  ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  tthhaatt  tthhoossee  

vveerryy  MMuusslliimm  ccoouunnttrriieess  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  lloonnggeesstt  uunnddeerr  CChhrriissttiiaann  rruullee  sshhooww  

tthheemmsseellvveess  mmoosstt  aaccttiivvee  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ooff  pprroosseellyyttiissiinngg..  TThhee  IInnddiiaann  aanndd  MMaallaayy  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ddiissppllaayy  aa  zzeeaall  aanndd  eenntthhuussiiaassmm  ffoorr  tthhee  sspprreeaadd  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh,,  wwhhiicchh  

oonnee  llooookkss  ffoorr  iinn  vvaaiinn  iinn  TTuurrkkeeyy  oorr  MMoorrooccccoo..  

                                                           

11  FFrreeddeerriicckk  DDeenniissoonn  MMaauurriiccee  wwaass  ggiivviinngg  eexxpprreessssiioonn  ttoo  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  mmoosstt  ccoommmmoonnllyy  rreecceeiivveedd  ooppiinniioonnss  rreeggaarrddiinngg  

tthhiiss  ffaaiitthh  wwhheenn  hhee  ssaaiidd,,  ""  IItt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  pprroovveedd  tthhaatt  MMaahhoommeettaanniissmm  ccaann  oonnllyy  tthhrriivvee  wwhhiillee  iitt  iiss  aaiimmiinngg  aatt  ccoonnqquueesstt..""  

((TThhee  RReelliiggiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  WWoorrlldd,,  pp..  2288..))  ((CCaammbbrriiddggee,,  11885522..)) 
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AAPPPPEENNDDIIXX  II  

  

LLEETTTTEERR    OOFF  AALL--HHAASSHHIIMMII    IINNVVIITTIINNGG    AALL--KKIINNDDII    TTOO  EEMMBBRRAACCEE  

IISSLLAAMM..  

    

TTHHEE  ffoolllloowwiinngg  iiss  tthhee  tteexxtt  ooff  aall--HHaasshhiimmii''ss  lleetttteerr  iinnvviittiinngg  aall--KKiinnddii  ttoo  

eemmbbrraaccee  IIssllaamm::——""  IInn  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  GGoodd,,  tthhee  MMeerrcciiffuull,,  tthhee  CCoommppaassssiioonnaattee..  II  hhaavvee  

bbeegguunn  tthhiiss  lleetttteerr  wwiitthh  tthhee  ssaalluuttaattiioonn  ooff  ppeeaaccee  aanndd  bblleessssiinngg  aafftteerr  tthhee  ffaasshhiioonn  ooff  mmyy  

lloorrdd  aanndd  tthhee  lloorrdd  ooff  tthhee  pprroopphheettss,,  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd,,  tthhee  AAppoossttllee  ooff  GGoodd  ((mmaayy  tthhee  

ppeeaaccee  aanndd  mmeerrccyy  ooff  GGoodd  bbee  uuppoonn  hhiimm  !!))..  FFoorr  tthhoossee  ttrruussttwwoorrtthhyy,,  rriigghhtteeoouuss  aanndd  

ttrruutthhffuull  ppeerrssoonnss  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  hhaannddeedd  ddoowwnn  ttoo  uuss  tthhee  ttrraaddiittiioonnss  ooff  oouurr  PPrroopphheett  

((ppeeaaccee  bbee  uuppoonn  hhiimm!!))  hhaavvee  rreellaatteedd  tthhiiss  ttrraaddiittiioonn  ccoonncceerrnniinngg  hhiimm  tthhaatt  ssuucchh  wwaass  

hhiiss  hhaabbiitt  aanndd  tthhaatt  wwhheenneevveerr  hhee  bbeeggaann  ttoo  ccoonnvveerrssee  wwiitthh  mmeenn  hhee  wwoouulldd  ccoommmmeennccee  

wwiitthh  tthhee  ssaalluuttaattiioonn  ooff  ppeeaaccee  aanndd  bblleessssiinngg  aanndd  mmaaddee  nnoo  ddiissttiinnccttiioonn  ooff  ddhhiimmmmiiss  

aanndd  iilllliitteerraattee,,  bbeettwweeeenn  MMuusslliimmss  aanndd  ppoollyytthheeiissttss,,  ssaayyiinngg  ''  II  aamm  sseenntt  ttoo  bbee  kkiinndd  aanndd  

ccoonnssiiddeerraattee  ttoo  aallll  mmeenn  aanndd  nnoott  ttoo  ddeeaall  rroouugghhllyy  oorr  hhaarrsshhllyy  wwiitthh  tthheemm//  aanndd  qquuoottiinngg  

tthhee  wwoorrddss  ooff  GGoodd,,  ''  VVeerriillyy  GGoodd  iiss  kkiinndd  aanndd  mmeerrcciiffuull  ttoo  bbeelliieevveerrss..''  LLiikkeewwiissee  II  

hhaavvee  oobbsseerrvveedd  tthhaatt  tthhoossee  ooff  oouurr  KKhhaalliiffaahhss  tthhaatt  II  hhaavvee  mmeett,,  ffoolllloowweedd  tthhee  ffoooottsstteeppss  

ooff  tthheeiirr  PPrroopphheett  iinn  ccoouurrtteessyy,,  nnoobbiilliittyy,,  ggrraacciioouuss--nneessss  aanndd  bbeenneeffiicceennccee,,  aanndd  mmaaddee  

nnoo  ddiissttiinnccttiioonnss  iinn  tthhiiss  mmaatttteerr  aanndd  pprreeffeerrrreedd  nnoonnee  bbeeffoorree  aannootthheerr..  SSoo  II  hhaavvee  

ffoolllloowweedd  tthhiiss  eexxcceelllleenntt  wwaayy  aanndd  hhaavvee  bbeegguunn  mmyy  lleetttteerr  wwiitthh  tthhee  ssaalluuttaattiioonn  ooff  

ppeeaaccee  aanndd  bblleessssiinngg,,  tthhaatt  II  bbee  bbllaammeedd  ooff  nnoonnee  wwhhoo  sseeeess  mmyy  lleetttteerr..  

  ""  II  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  gguuiiddeedd  tthheerreeiinn  bbyy  mmyy  aaffffeeccttiioonn  ttoowwaarrddss  yyoouu  bbeeccaauussee  mmyy  lloorrdd  

aanndd  pprroopphheett,,  MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  ((mmaayy  tthhee  ppeeaaccee  aanndd  mmeerrccyy  ooff  GGoodd  bbee  uuppoonn  hhiimm  !!))  

uusseedd  ttoo  ssaayy  tthhaatt  lloovvee  ooff  kkiinnssmmeenn  iiss  ttrruuee  ppiieettyy  aanndd  rreelliiggiioonn..  SSoo  II  hhaavvee  wwrriitttteenn  tthhiiss  

ttoo  yyoouu  iinn  oobbeeddiieennccee  ttoo  tthhee  AAppoossttllee  ooff  GGoodd  ((mmaayy  tthhee  ppeeaaccee  aanndd  mmeerrccyy  ooff  GGoodd  bbee  

uuppoonn  hhiimm  !!)),,  ffeeeelliinngg  bboouunndd  ttoo  sshhooww  ggrraattiittuuddee  ffoorr  tthhee  sseerrvviicceess  yyoouu  hhaavvee  ddoonnee  uuss,,  

aanndd  bbeeccaauussee  ooff  tthhee  lloovvee  aanndd  aaffffeeccttiioonn  aanndd  iinncclliinnaattiioonn  tthhaatt  yyoouu  sshhooww  ttoowwaarrddss  uuss,,  

aanndd  bbeeccaauussee  ooff  tthhee  ffaavvoouurr  ooff  mmyy  lloorrdd  aanndd  ccoouussiinn  tthhee  CCoommmmaannddeerr  ooff  tthhee  FFaaiitthhffuull  

((mmaayy  GGoodd  aassssiisstt  hhiimm  !!))  ttoowwaarrddss  yyoouu  aanndd  hhiiss  ttrruusstt  iinn  yyoouu  aanndd  hhiiss  pprraaiissee  ooff  yyoouu..  SSoo  

iinn  aallll  ssiinncceerriittyy  ddeessiirriinngg  ffoorr  yyoouu  wwhhaatt  II  ddeessiirree  ffoorr  mmyysseellff,,  mmyy  ffaammiillyy  aanndd  mmyy  

ppaarreennttss,,  II  wwiillll  sseett  ffoorrtthh  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  tthhaatt  wwee  hhoolldd,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  GGoodd  hhaass  aapppprroovveedd  ««ii  

ffoorr  uuss  aanndd  ffoorr  aallll  ccrreeaattuurreess  aanndd  ffoorr  wwhhiicchh  HHee  hhaass  pprroommiisseedd  aa  ggoooodd  rreewwaarrdd  iinn  tthhee  

eenndd  aanndd  ssaaffeettyy  ffrroomm  ppuunniisshhmmeenntt  wwhheenn  uunnttoo  HHiimm  wwee  sshhaallll  rreettuurrnn..  ..  ..  ..  SSoo  II  hhaavvee  

ssoouugghhtt  ttoo  ggaaiinn  ffoorr  yyoouu  wwhhaatt  II  wwoouulldd  ggaaiinn  ffoorr  mmyysseellff;;  aanndd  sseeeeiinngg  yyoouurr  hhiigghh  mmoorraall  

lliiffee,,  vvaasstt  lleeaarrnniinngg,,  nnoobbiilliittyy  ooff  cchhaarraacctteerr,,  yyoouurr  vviirrttuuoouuss  bbeehhaavviioouurr,,  llooffttyy  qquuaalliittiieess  

aanndd  yyoouurr  eexxtteennssiivvee  iinnfflluueennccee  oovveerr  yyoouurr  ccoo--rreelliiggiioonniissttss,,  II  hhaavvee  hhaadd  ccoommppaassssiioonn  

oonn  yyoouu  lleesstt  yyoouu  sshhoouulldd  ccoonnttiinnuuee  iinn  yyoouurr  pprreesseenntt  ffaaiitthh..  TThheerreeffoorree  II  hhaavvee  

ddeetteerrmmiinneedd  ttoo  sseett  bbeeffoorree  yyoouu  wwhhaatt  tthhee  ffaavvoouurr  ooff  GGoodd  hhaass  rreevveeaalleedd  ttoo  uuss  aanndd  ttoo  

eexxppoouunndd  uunnttoo  yyoouu  oouurr  ffaaiitthh  wwiitthh  ggoooodd  aanndd  ggeennttllee  ssppeeeecchh,,  ffoolllloowwiinngg  tthhee  

ccoommmmaannddmmeenntt  ooff  GGoodd,,  ''  DDiissppuuttee  nnoott  wwiitthh  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  tthhee  bbooookk  eexxcceepptt  iinn  tthhee  

bbeesstt  wwaayy;;  ((xxxxiixx..  4455..))  SSoo  II  wwiillll  ddiissccuussss  wwiitthh  yyoouu  oonnllyy  iinn  wwoorrddss  wweellll--cchhoosseenn,,  ggoooodd  

aanndd  mmiilldd;;  ppeerrcchhaannccee  yyoouu  mmaayy  bbee  aarroouusseedd  aanndd  rreettuurrnn  ttoo  tthhee  ttrruuee  ppaatthh  aanndd  iinncclliinnee  



 318 

uunnttoo  tthhee  wwoorrddss  ooff  tthhee  MMoosstt  HHiigghh  GGoodd  wwhhiicchh  HHee  hhaass  sseenntt  ddoowwnn  ttoo  tthhee  llaasstt  ooff  tthhee  

PPrroopphheettss  aanndd  lloorrdd  ooff  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  ooff  AAddaamm,,  oouurr  PPrroopphheett  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ((tthhee  ppeeaaccee  

aanndd  bblleessssiinngg  ooff  GGoodd  bbee  uuppoonn  hhiimm!!))..  II  hhaavvee  nnoott  ddeessppaaiirreedd  ooff  ssuucccceessss,,  bbuutt  hhaadd  

hhooppee  ooff  iitt  ffoorr  yyoouu  ffrroomm  GGoodd  wwhhoo  sshhoowweetthh  tthhee  rriigghhtt  ppaatthh  ttoo  wwhhoommssooeevveerr  HHee  

wwiilllleetthh,,  aanndd  II  hhaavvee  pprraayyeedd  tthhaatt  HHee  mmaayy  mmaakkee  mmee  aann  iinnssttrruummeenntt  ttoo  tthhiiss  eenndd..  GGoodd  

iinn  HHiiss  ppeerrffeecctt  bbooookk  ssaayyss  ''  VVeerriillyy  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  bbeeffoorree  GGoodd  iiss  IIssllaamm''  ((iiiiii..  1177)),,  aanndd  

aaggaaiinn,,  ccoonnffiirrmmiinngg  HHiiss  ffiirrsstt  ssaayyiinngg,,  ''  AAnndd  wwhhoossoo  ddeessiirreetthh  aannyy  ootthheerr  rreelliiggiioonn  tthhaann  

IIssllaamm,,  iitt  sshhaallll  bbyy  nnoo  mmeeaannss  tthheerreeffoorree  bbee  aacccceepptteedd  ffrroomm  hhiimm,,  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  nneexxtt  

wwoorrlldd  hhee  sshhaallll  bbee  aammoonngg  tthhee  lloosstt''  ((iiiiii..  7799)),,  aanndd  aaggaaiinn  HHee  ccoonnffiirrmmss  iitt  ddeecciissiivveellyy,,  

wwhheenn  HHee  ssaayyss,,  ''  OO  bbeelliieevveerrss,,  ffeeaarr  GGoodd  aass  HHee  ddeesseerrvveetthh  ttoo  bbee  ffeeaarreedd;;  aanndd  ddiiee  nnoott  

wwiitthhoouutt  hhaavviinngg  bbeeccoommee  MMuusslliimmss;;  ((iiiiii..  9977..))  

  ""  AAnndd  yyoouu  kknnooww--  ((MMaayy  GGoodd  ddeelliivveerr  yyoouu  ffrroomm  tthhee  iiggnnoorraannccee  ooff  uunnbbeelliieeff  

aanndd  ooppeenn  yyoouurr  hheeaarrtt  ttoo  tthhee  lliigghhtt  ooff  ffaaiitthh!!))--  tthhaatt  II  aamm  oonnee  oovveerr  wwhhoomm  mmaannyy  yyeeaarrss  

hhaavvee  ppaasssseedd  aanndd  II  hhaavvee  ssoouunnddeedd  tthhee  ddeepptthhss  ooff  ootthheerr  ffaaiitthhss  aanndd  wweeiigghheedd  tthheemm  aanndd  

ssttuuddiieedd  mmaannyy  ooff  tthheeiirr  bbooookkss  eessppeecciiaallllyy  yyoouurr  bbooookkss..""  [[HHeerree  hhee  eennuummeerraatteess  tthhee  

cchhiieeff  bbooookkss  ooff  tthhee  OOlldd  aanndd  NNeeww  TTeessttaammeennttss,,  aanndd  eexxppllaaiinnss  hhooww  hhee  hhaass  ssttuuddiieedd  

tthhee  vvaarriioouuss  CChhrriissttiiaann  sseeccttss..]]  ""  II  hhaavvee  mmeett  wwiitthh  mmaannyy  mmoonnkkss,,  ffaammoouuss  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  

aauusstteerriittiieess  aanndd  vvaasstt  kknnoowwlleeddggee,,  hhaavvee  vviissiitteedd  mmaannyy  cchhuurrcchheess  aanndd  mmoonnaasstteerriieess,,  

aanndd  hhaavvee  aatttteennddeedd  tthheeiirr  pprraayyeerrss..  ......  II  hhaavvee  oobbsseerrvveedd  tthheeiirr  eexxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy  ddiilliiggeennccee,,  

tthheeiirr  kknneeeelliinngg  aanndd  pprroossttrraattiioonnss  aanndd  ttoouucchhiinngg  tthhee  ggrroouunndd  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  cchheeeekkss  aanndd  

bbeeaattiinngg  iitt  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  ffoorreehheeaaddss  aanndd  hhuummbbllee  bbeeaarriinngg  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthheeiirr  pprraayyeerrss,,  

eessppeecciiaallllyy  oonn  SSuunnddaayy  aanndd  FFrriiddaayy  nniigghhttss,,  aanndd  oonn  tthheeiirr  ffeessttiivvaallss  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  kkeeeepp  

wwaattcchh  aallll  nniigghhtt  ssttaannddiinngg  oonn  tthheeiirr  ffeeeett  pprraaiissiinngg  aanndd  gglloorriiffyyiinngg  GGoodd  aanndd  ccoonnffeessssiinngg  

HHiimm,,  aanndd  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  ssppeenndd  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ddaayy  ssttaannddiinngg  iinn  pprraayyeerr,,  ccoonnttiinnuuaallllyy  

rreeppeeaattiinngg  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  tthhee  FFaatthheerr,,  SSoonn,,  aanndd  HHoollyy  GGhhoosstt,,  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  ddaayyss  ooff  tthheeiirr  

rreettrreeaattss  wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  ccaallll  HHoollyy  WWeeeekk  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  ssttaanndd  bbaarreeffooootteedd  iinn  ssaacckkccllootthh  aanndd  

aasshheess,,  wwiitthh  mmuucchh  wweeeeppiinngg  aanndd  sshheeddddiinngg  ooff  tteeaarrss  ccoonnttiinnuuaallllyy,,  aanndd  wwaaiilliinngg  wwiitthh  

ssttrraannggee  ccrriieess..  II  hhaavvee  sseeeenn  aallssoo  tthheeiirr  ssaaccrriiffiicceess,,  wwiitthh  wwhhaatt  cclleeaannlliinneessss  tthheeyy  kkeeeepp  

tthhee  bbrreeaadd  ffoorr  iitt,,  aanndd  tthhee  lloonngg  pprraayyeerrss  tthheeyy  rreecciittee  wwiitthh  ggrreeaatt  hhuummiilliittyy  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  

eelleevvaattee  iitt  oovveerr  tthhee  aallttaarr  iinn  tthhee  wweellll--kknnoowwnn  cchhuurrcchh  aatt  JJeerruussaalleemm  wwiitthh  tthhoossee  ccuuppss  

ffuullll  ooff  wwiinnee,,  aanndd  II  hhaavvee  oobbsseerrvveedd  aallssoo  tthhee  mmeeddiittaattiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  mmoonnkkss  iinn  tthheeiirr  cceellllss  

dduurriinngg  tthheeiirr  ssiixx  ffaassttss,,——ii..  ee..  tthhee  ffoouurr  ggrreeaatteerr  aanndd  tthhee  ttwwoo  lleessss,,  eettcc..  OOnn  aallll  ssuucchh  

ooccccaassiioonnss  II  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  pprreesseenntt  aanndd  oobbsseerrvvaanntt  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee..  AAllssoo  II  hhaavvee  vviissiitteedd  

tthheeiirr  MMeettrrooppoolliittaannss  aanndd  BBiisshhooppss,,  rreennoowwnneedd  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  lleeaarrnniinngg  aanndd  tthheeiirr  ddeevvoottiioonn  

ttoo  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  eexxttrreemmee  aauusstteerriittyy  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrlldd,,  aanndd  hhaavvee  ddiissccuusssseedd  wwiitthh  

tthheemm  iimmppaarrttiiaallllyy,,  sseeeekkiinngg  ffoorr  tthhee  ttrruutthh,,  llaayyiinngg  aassiiddee  aallll  ccoonntteennttiioouussnneessss,,  

oosstteennttaattiioonn  ooff  lleeaarrnniinngg  aanndd  iimmppeerriioouussnneessss  iinn  aalltteerrccaattiioonn  aanndd  bbiitttteerrnneessss  aanndd  pprriiddee  

ooff  rraaccee..  II  hhaavvee  ggiivveenn  tthheemm  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ttoo  mmaaiinnttaaiinn  tthheeiirr  aarrgguummeennttss  aanndd  ssppeeaakk  oouutt  

tthheeiirr  mmiinnddss,,  wwiitthhoouutt  iinntteerrrruuppttiioonn  oorr  bbrroowwbbeeaattiinngg,,  aass  iiss  ddoonnee  bbyy  tthhee  vvuullggaarr  aanndd  

iilllliitteerraattee  aanndd  ffoooolliisshh  ppeerrssoonnss  aammoonngg  oouurr  ccoo--rreelliiggiioonniissttss  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  nnoo  pprriinncciippllee  ttoo  

wwoorrkk  uupp  ttoo  oorr  rreeaassoonnss  oonn  wwhhiicchh  ttoo  rreesstt,,  oorr  rreelliiggiioouuss  ffeeeelliinngg  oorr  ggoooodd  mmaannnneerrss  ttoo  

rreessttrraaiinn  tthheemm  ffrroomm  rruuddeenneessss;;  tthheeiirr  ssppeeeecchh  iiss  bbuutt  bbrroowwbbeeaattiinngg  aanndd  pprroouudd  

aalltteerrccaattiioonn  aanndd  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  nnoo  kknnoowwlleeddggee  oorr  aarrgguummeennttss  eexxcceepptt  ttaakkiinngg  aaddvvaannttaaggee  



 319 

ooff  tthhee  rruullee  ooff  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt..  WWhheenneevveerr  II  hhaavvee  hheelldd  ddiissccuussssiioonnss  wwiitthh  tthheemm  aanndd  

aasskkeedd  tthheemm  ttoo  ssppeeaakk  ffrreeeellyy  aass  tthheeiirr  rreeaassoonn,,  tthheeiirr  ccrreeeedd  aanndd  tthheeiirr  ccoonncclluussiioonn  

pprroommpptteedd,,  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  ssppookkeenn  ooppeennllyy  aanndd  wwiitthhoouutt  ddeecceeppttiioonn  ooff  aannyy  kkiinndd,,  aanndd  tthheeiirr  

iinnwwaarrdd  ffeeeelliinnggss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  llaaiidd  bbaarree  ttoo  mmee  aass  ppllaaiinnllyy  aass  tthheeiirr  oouuttwwaarrdd  

aappppeeaarraannccee..  SSoo  II  hhaavvee  wwrriitttteenn  aatt  ssuucchh  lleennggtthh  ttoo  yyoouu  ((mmaayy  GGoodd  sshhooww  yyoouu  tthhee  

bbeetttteerr  wwaayy  !!))  aafftteerr  lloonngg  ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn  aanndd  pprrooffoouunndd  iinnqquuiirryy  aanndd  iinnvveessttiiggaattiioonn,,  ssoo  

tthhaatt  nnoonnee  mmaayy  ssuussppeecctt  tthhaatt  II  aamm  iiggnnoorraanntt  ooff  tthhee  tthhiinnggss  wwhheerreeooff  II  wwrriittee  aanndd  tthhaatt  

aallll  iinnttoo  wwhhoossee  hhaannddss  tthhiiss  lleetttteerr  mmaayy  ccoommee,,  mmaayy  kknnooww  tthhaatt  II  hhaavvee  aann  aaccccuurraattee  

kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh..  

  ""SSoo,,  nnooww  ((mmaayy  GGoodd  sshhoowweerr  HHiiss  bblleessssiinnggss  uuppoonn  yyoouu  !!))  wwiitthh  tthhiiss  

kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  yyoouurr  rreelliiggiioonn  aanndd  ssoo  lloonngg--ssttaannddiinngg  aann  aaffffeeccttiioonn  ((ffoorr  yyoouu)),,  II  iinnvviittee  

yyoouu  ttoo  aacccceepptt  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  tthhaatt  GGoodd  hhaass  cchhoosseenn  ffoorr  mmee  aanndd  II  ffoorr  mmyysseellff,,  aassssuurriinngg  

yyoouu  eennttrraannccee  iinnttoo  PPaarraaddiissee  aanndd  ddeelliivveerraannccee  ffrroomm  HHeellll..  AAnndd  iitt  iiss  tthhiiss,,——YYoouu  sshhaallll  

wwoorrsshhiipp  tthhee  oonnee  GGoodd,,  tthhee  oonnllyy  GGoodd,,  tthhee  EEtteerrnnaall,,  HHee  bbeeggeetttteetthh  nnoott,,  nneeiitthheerr  iiss  HHee  

bbeeggootttteenn,,  wwhhoo  hhaatthh  nnoo  ccoonnssoorrtt  aanndd  nnoo  ssoonn,,  aanndd  tthheerree  iiss  nnoonnee  lliikkee  uunnttoo  HHiimm..  TThhiiss  

iiss  tthhee  aattttrriibbuuttee  wwhheerreewwiitthh  GGoodd  hhaass  ddeennoommiinnaatteedd  HHiimmsseellff,,  ffoorr  nnoonnee  ooff  HHiiss  

ccrreeaattuurreess  ccoouulldd  kknnooww  HHiimm  bbeetttteerr  tthhaann  HHee  HHiimmsseellff..  II  hhaavvee  iinnvviitteedd  yyoouu  ttoo  tthhee  

wwoorrsshhiipp  ooff  tthhiiss  tthhee  OOnnee  GGoodd,,  wwhhoossee  aattttrriibbuuttee  iiss  ssuucchh,,  aanndd  iinn  tthhiiss  mmyy  lleetttteerr  II  hhaavvee  

aaddddeedd  nnootthhiinngg  ttoo  tthhaatt  wwhheerreewwiitthh  HHee  hhaass  ddeennoommiinnaatteedd  HHiimmsseellff  ((hhiigghh  aanndd  eexxaalltteedd  

bbee  HHiiss  nnaammee  aabboovvee  wwhhaatt  tthheeyy  aassssoocciiaattee  wwiitthh  HHiimm  !!))..  TThhiiss  iiss  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  yyoouurr  

ffaatthheerr  aanndd  oouurr  ffaatthheerr,,  AAbbrraahhaamm  ((mmaayy  tthhee  bblleessssiinnggss  ooff  GGoodd  rreesstt  uuppoonn  hhiimm  !!)),,  ffoorr  

hhee  wwaass  aa  HHaanniiff  aanndd  MMuusslliimm..  

  ""  TThheenn  II  iinnvviittee  yyoouu  ((mmaayy  GGoodd  hhaavvee  yyoouu  iinn  HHiiss  kkeeeeppiinngg  !!))  ttoo  bbeeaarr  wwiittnneessss  

aanndd  aacckknnoowwlleeddggee  tthhee  pprroopphheettiicc  mmiissssiioonn  ooff  mmyy  lloorrdd  aanndd  tthhee  lloorrdd  ooff  tthhee  ssoonnss  ooff  

AAddaamm,,  aanndd  tthhee  cchhoosseenn  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  GGoodd  ooff  aallll  wwoorrllddss  aanndd  tthhee  sseeaall  ooff  tthhee  pprroopphheettss,,  

MMuuḥḥ aammmmaadd  ..  ..  ..  sseenntt  bbyy  GGoodd  wwiitthh  ggllaadd  ttiiddiinnggss  aanndd  wwaarrnniinnggss  ttoo  aallll  mmaannkkiinndd..  ''  

HHee  iitt  iiss  wwhhoo  hhaatthh  sseenntt  HHiiss  AAppoossttllee  wwiitthh  tthhee  gguuiiddaannccee  aanndd  aa  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ttrruutthh,,  

tthhaatt  HHee  mmaayy  mmaakkee  iitt  vviiccttoorriioouuss  oovveerr  eevveerryy  ootthheerr  rreelliiggiioonn,,  aallbbeeiitt  tthheeyy  wwhhoo  aassssiiggnn  

ppaarrttnneerrss  ttoo  GGoodd  bbee  aavveerrssee  ffrroomm  iitt..''  ((iixx..  3333..))  SSoo  hhee  iinnvviitteedd  aallll  mmeenn  ffrroomm  tthhee  EEaasstt  

aanndd  ffrroomm  tthhee  WWeesstt,,  ffrroomm  llaanndd  aanndd  sseeaa,,  ffrroomm  mmoouunnttaaiinn  aanndd  ffrroomm  ppllaaiinn,,  wwiitthh  

ccoommppaassssiioonn  aanndd  ppiittyy  aanndd  ggoooodd  wwoorrddss,,  wwiitthh  kkiinnddllyy  mmaannnneerrss  aanndd  ggeennttlleenneessss..      

TThheenn  aallll  tthheessee  ppeeooppllee  aacccceepptteedd  hhiiss  iinnvviittaattiioonn,,  bbeeaarriinngg  wwiittnneessss  tthhaatt  hhee  iiss  tthhee  

aappoossttllee  ooff  GGoodd,,  tthhee  CCrreeaattoorr  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrllddss,,  ttoo  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  aarree  wwiilllliinngg  ttoo  ggiivvee  hheeeedd  

ttoo  aaddmmoonniittiioonn..      AAllll  ggaavvee  wwiilllliinngg  aasssseenntt  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  bbeehheelldd  tthhee  ttrruutthh  aanndd  

ffaaiitthhffuullnneessss  ooff  hhiiss  wwoorrddss,,  aanndd  ssiinncceerriittyy  ooff  hhiiss  ppuurrppoossee,,  aanndd  tthhee  cclleeaarr  aarrgguummeenntt  

aanndd  ppllaaiinn  pprrooooff  tthhaatt  hhee  bbrroouugghhtt,,  nnaammeellyy  tthhee  bbooookk  tthhaatt  wwaass  sseenntt  ddoowwnn  ttoo  hhiimm  

ffrroomm  GGoodd,,  tthhee  lliikkee  ooff  wwhhiicchh  ccaannnnoott  bbee  pprroodduucceedd  bbyy  mmeenn  oorr  JJiinnnnss..    ''  SSaayy  ::    

AAssssuurreeddllyy  iiff  mmaannkkiinndd  aanndd  tthhee  JJiinnnnss  sshhoouulldd  ccoonnssppiirree  ttoo  pprroodduuccee  tthhee  lliikkee  ooff  tthhiiss  

QQuurr''aann,,  tthheeyy  ccoouulldd  nnoott  pprroodduuccee  iittss  lliikkee,,  tthhoouugghh  tthhee  oonnee  sshhoouulldd  hheellpp  tthhee  ootthheerr;;        

((xxvviiii..  9911..))    AAnndd  tthhiiss  iiss  ssuuffffiicciieenntt  pprrooooff  ooff  hhiiss  mmiissssiioonn..    SSoo  hhee  iinnvviitteedd  mmeenn  ttoo  tthhee  

wwoorrsshhiipp  ooff  tthhee  OOnnee  GGoodd,,  tthhee  oonnllyy  GGoodd,,  tthhee  SSeellff--ssuuffffiicciinngg,,  aanndd  tthheeyy  eenntteerreedd  iinnttoo  

hhiiss  rreelliiggiioonn  aanndd  aacccceepptteedd  hhiiss  aauutthhoorriittyy  wwiitthhoouutt  bbeeiinngg  ffoorrcceedd  aanndd  wwiitthhoouutt  

uunnwwiilllliinnggnneessss,,  bbuutt  rraatthheerr  hhuummbbllyy  aacckknnoowwlleeddggiinngg  hhiimm  aanndd  ssoolliicciittiinngg  tthhee  lliigghhtt  ooff  
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hhiiss  gguuiiddaannccee,,  aanndd  iinn  hhiiss  nnaammee  bbeeccoommiinngg  vviiccttoorriioouuss  oovveerr  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ddeenniieedd  hhiiss  

ddiivviinnee  mmiissssiioonn  aanndd  rreejjeecctteedd  hhiiss  mmeessssaaggee  aanndd  ssccoorrnnffuullllyy  eennttrreeaatteedd  hhiimm..        SSoo  GGoodd  

sseett  tthheemm  uupp  iinn  tthhee  cciittiieess  aanndd  ssuubbjjeecctteedd  ttoo  tthheemm  tthhee  nneecckkss  ooff  tthhee  nnaattiioonnss  ooff  mmeenn,,  

eexxcceepptt  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  hheeaarrkkeenneedd  ttoo  tthheemm  aanndd  aacccceepptteedd  ..tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  aanndd  bboorree  

wwiittnneessss  ttoo  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh,,  wwhheerreebbyy  tthheeiirr  bblloooodd,,  tthheeiirr  pprrooppeerrttyy  aanndd  tthheeiirr  hhoonnoouurr  wweerree  

ssaaffee  aanndd  tthheeyy  wweerree  eexxeemmpptt  ffrroomm  hhuummbbllyy  ppaayyiinngg  jjiizzyyaahh..""  [[HHee  tthheenn  eennuummeerraatteess  

tthhee  vvaarriioouuss  oorrddiinnaanncceess  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  ssuucchh  aass  tthhee  ffiivvee  ddaaiillyy  pprraayyeerrss,,  tthhee  ffaasstt  ooff  

RRaammaaddaann,,  JJiihhaadd;;  eexxppoouunnddss  tthhee  ddooccttrriinnee  ooff  tthhee  rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ddeeaadd  aanndd  tthhee  

llaasstt  jjuuddggmmeenntt,,  aanndd  rreeccoouunnttss  tthhee  jjooyyss  ooff  PPaarraaddiissee  aanndd  tthhee  ppaaiinnss  ooff  HHeellll..]]        ""  SSoo  II  

hhaavvee  aaddmmoonniisshheedd  yyoouu::      iiff  yyoouu  bbeelliieevvee  iinn  tthhiiss  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  aacccceepptt  wwhhaatteevveerr  iiss  rreeaadd  ttoo  

yyoouu  ffrroomm  tthhee  rreevveeaalleedd  WWoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd,,  tthheenn  yyoouu  wwiillll  pprrooffiitt  ffrroomm  mmyy  aaddmmoonniittiioonn  

aanndd  mmyy  wwrriittiinngg  ttoo  yyoouu..        BBuutt  iiff  yyoouu  rreeffuussee  aanndd  ccoonnttiinnuuee  iinn  yyoouurr  uunnbbeelliieeff  aanndd  

eerrrroorr  aanndd  ccoonntteenndd  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  ttrruutthh,,  II  sshhaallll  hhaavvee  mmyy  rreewwaarrdd,,  hhaavviinngg  ffuullffiilllleedd  tthhee  

ccoommmmaannddmmeenntt..      AAnndd  tthhee  ttrruutthh  wwiillll  jjuuddggee  yyoouu..""        [[HHee  tthheenn  eennuummeerraatteess  vvaarriioouuss  

rreelliiggiioouuss  dduuttiieess  aanndd  pprriivviilleeggeess  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm,,  aanndd  ccoonncclluuddeess..]]      ""  SSoo  nnooww  iinn  tthhiiss  

mmyy  lleetttteerr  II  hhaavvee  rreeaadd  ttoo  yyoouu  tthhee  wwoorrddss  ooff  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  aanndd  hhiigghh  GGoodd,,  wwhhiicchh  aarree  tthhee  

wwoorrddss  ooff  tthhee  TTrruutthh,,  wwhhoossee  pprroommiisseess  ccaannnnoott  ffaaiill  aanndd  iinn  wwhhoossee  wwoorrddss  tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  

ddeecceeiitt..  TThheenn  ggiivvee  uupp  yyoouurr  uunnbbeelliieeff  aanndd  eerrrroorr,,  ooff  wwhhiicchh  GGoodd  ddiissaapppprroovveess  aanndd  

wwhhiicchh  ccaallllss  ffoorr  ppuunniisshhmmeenntt,,  aanndd  ssppeeaakk  nnoo  mmoorree  ooff  FFaatthheerr,,  SSoonn,,  aanndd  HHoollyy  GGhhoosstt,,  

tthheessee  wwoorrddss  tthhaatt  yyoouu  yyoouurrsseellff  aaddmmiitt  ttoo  bbee  ssoo  ccoonnffuussiinngg  ::  aanndd  ggiivvee  uupp  tthhee  wwoorrsshhiipp  

ooff  tthhee  ccrroossss  wwhhiicchh  bbrriinnggss  lloossss  aanndd  nnoo  pprrooffiitt,,  ffoorr  II  wwiisshh  yyoouu  ttoo  ttuurrnn  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  iitt,,  

ssiinnccee  yyoouurr  lleeaarrnniinngg  aanndd  nnoobbiilliittyy  ooff  ssoouull  aarree  ddeeggrraaddeedd  tthheerreebbyy..  FFoorr  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  aanndd  

hhiigghh  GGoodd  ssaayyss  ::  ''  VVeerriillyy,,  GGoodd  wwiillll  nnoott  ffoorrggiivvee  tthhee  uunniioonn  ooff  ootthheerr  ggooddss  wwiitthh  

HHiimmsseellff;;  bbuutt  ootthheerr  tthhaann  tthhiiss  wwiillll  HHee  ffoorrggiivvee  ttoo  wwhhoomm  HHee  pplleeaasseetthh..  AAnndd  wwhhoossoo  

uunniitteetthh  ggooddss  wwiitthh  GGoodd,,  hhaatthh  ddeevviisseedd  aa  ggrreeaatt  wwiicckkeeddnneessss..''  ((iivv..  5511..))  AAnndd  aaggaaiinn  ::  ''  

SSuurreellyy  nnooww  aarree  tthheeyy  iinnffiiddeellss  wwhhoo  ssaayy,,  ""  GGoodd  iiss  tthhee  MMeessssiiaahh,,  SSoonn  ooff  MMaarryy;;  ""  ffoorr  

tthhee  MMeessssiiaahh  ssaaiidd,,  ""  OO  cchhiillddrreenn  ooff  IIssrraaeell  !!  wwoorrsshhiipp  GGoodd,,  mmyy  LLoorrdd  aanndd  yyoouurr  LLoorrdd..""  

VVeerriillyy,,  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  jjooiinn  ootthheerr  ggooddss  wwiitthh  GGoodd,,  GGoodd  ddootthh  eexxcclluuddee  ffrroomm  PPaarraaddiissee,,  

aanndd  tthheeiirr  aabbooddee  tthhee  FFiirree;;  aanndd  ffoorr  tthhee  wwiicckkeedd  nnoo  hheellppeerrss!!  TThheeyy  ssuurreellyy  aarree  iinnffiiddeellss  

wwhhoo  ssaayy,,  ""  GGoodd  iiss  aa  tthhiirrdd  ooff  tthhrreeee  ::  ""  ffoorr  tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  ggoodd  bbuutt  oonnee  GGoodd;;  aanndd  iiff  tthheeyy  

rreeffrraaiinn  nnoott  ffrroomm  wwhhaatt  tthheeyy  ssaayy,,  aa  ggrriieevvoouuss  cchhaassttiisseemmeenntt  sshhaallll  aassssuurreeddllyy  bbeeffaallll  

ssuucchh  ooff  tthheemm  aass  bbeelliieevvee  nnoott..  WWiillll  tthheeyy  nnoott,,  tthheerreeffoorree,,  ttuurrnn  uunnttoo  GGoodd,,  aanndd  aasskk  

ppaarrddoonn  ooff  HHiimm  ??  ssiinnccee  GGoodd  iiss  FFoorrggiivviinngg,,  MMeerrcciiffuull  11  TThhee  MMeessssiiaahh,,  SSoonn  ooff  MMaarryy,,  

iiss  bbuutt  aann  AAppoossttllee;;  ootthheerr  AAppoossttlleess  hhaavvee  fflloouurriisshheedd  bbeeffoorree  hhiimm;;  aanndd  hhiiss  mmootthheerr  

wwaass  aa  jjuusstt  ppeerrssoonn;;  tthheeyy  bbootthh  aattee  ffoooodd  ((vv..  7766--99..))  TThheenn  lleeaavvee  tthhiiss  ppaatthh  ooff  eerrrroorr  aanndd  

tthhiiss  lloonngg  aanndd  ssttuubbbboorrnn  cclliinnggiinngg  ttoo  yyoouurr  rreelliiggiioonn  aanndd  tthhoossee  bbuurrddeennssoommee  aanndd  

wweeaarriissoommee  ffaassttss  wwhhiicchh  aarree  aa  ccoonnssttaanntt  ttrroouubbllee  ttoo  yyoouu  aanndd  aarree  ooff  nnoo  uussee  oorr  pprrooffiitt  

aanndd  pprroodduuccee  nnootthhiinngg  bbuutt  wweeaarriinneessss  ooff  bbooddyy  aanndd  ttoorrmmeenntt  ooff  ssoouull..  EEmmbbrraaccee  tthhiiss  

ffaaiitthh  aanndd  ttaakkee  tthhiiss,,  tthhee  rriigghhtt  aanndd  eeaassyy  ppaatthh,,  tthhee  ttrruuee  ffaaiitthh,,  tthhee  aammppllee  llaaww  aanndd  tthhee  

wwaayy  tthhaatt  GGoodd  hhaass  cchhoosseenn  ffoorr  HHiiss  ffaavvoouurreedd  oonneess  aanndd  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  HHee  hhaass  iinnvviitteedd  tthhee  

ppeeooppllee  ooff  aallll  rreelliiggiioonnss,,  tthhaatt  HHee  mmaayy  sshhooww  HHiiss  kkiinnddnneessss  aanndd  ffaavvoouurr  ttoo  tthheemm  bbyy  

gguuiiddiinngg  tthheemm  iinnttoo  tthhee  ttrruuee  ppaatthh  bbyy  mmeeaannss  ooff  HHiiss  gguuiiddaannccee,,  aanndd  ffiillll  uupp  tthhee  

mmeeaassuurree  ooff  HHiiss  ggooooddnneessss  uunnttoo  mmeenn..  
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  ""  SSoo  II  hhaavvee  aaddvviisseedd  yyoouu  aanndd  ppaaiidd  tthhee  ddeebbtt  ooff  ffrriieennddsshhiipp  aanndd  ssiinncceerree  lloovvee,,  

ffoorr  II  hhaavvee  ddeessiirreedd  ttoo  ttaakkee  yyoouu  ttoo  mmyysseellff,,  tthhaatt  yyoouu  aanndd  II  mmaayy  bbee  ooff  tthhee  ssaammee  

ooppiinniioonn  aanndd  tthhee  ssaammee  ffaaiitthh,,  ffoorr  II  hhaavvee  ffoouunndd  mmyy  LLoorrdd  ssaayyiinngg  iinn  hhiiss  ppeerrffeecctt  BBooookk  

::  VVeerriillyy  tthhee  uunnbbeelliieevveerrss  aammoonngg  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  tthhee  BBooookk  aanndd  aammoonngg  tthhee  

ppoollyytthheeiissttss,,  sshhaallll  ggoo  iinnttoo  tthhee  ffiirree  ooff  HHeellll  ttoo  aabbiiddee  tthheerreeiinn  ffoorr  eevveerr..  OOff  aallll  

ccrreeaattuurreess  tthheeyy  aarree  tthhee  wwoorrsstt..  BBuutt  tthheeyy  vveerriillyy  wwhhoo  bbeelliieevvee  aanndd  ddoo  tthhee  tthhiinnggss  tthhaatt  

aarree  rriigghhtt——  tthheessee  ooff  aallll  ccrreeaattuurreess  aarree  tthhee  bbeesstt..  TThheeiirr  rreeccoommppeennssee  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  LLoorrdd  

sshhaallll  bbee  ggaarrddeennss  ooff  EEddeenn,,  ''nneeaatthh  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  rriivveerrss  ffllooww,,  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  sshhaallll  aabbiiddee  

ffoorr  eevveerrmmoorree..  GGoodd  iiss  wweellll  pplleeaasseedd  wwiitthh  tthheemm,,  aanndd  tthheeyy  wwiitthh  HHiimm..  TThhiiss,,  ffoorr  hhiimm  

wwhhoo  ffeeaarreetthh  hhiiss  LLoorrdd..''  ((xxccvviiiiii..  55--88..))  ''  YYee  aarree  tthhee  bbeesstt  ffoollkk  tthhaatt  hhaatthh  bbeeeenn  rraaiisseedd  uupp  

ffoorr  mmaannkkiinndd..  YYee  eennjjooiinn  wwhhaatt  iiss  jjuusstt,,  aanndd  yyee  ffoorrbbiidd  wwhhaatt  iiss  eevviill,,  aanndd  yyee  bbeelliieevvee  iinn  

GGoodd  ::  aanndd  iiff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  tthhee  bbooookk  hhaadd  bbeelliieevveedd,,  iitt  hhaadd  ssuurreellyy  bbeeeenn  bbeetttteerr  ffoorr  

tthheemm..  BBeelliieevveerrss  tthheerree  aarree  aammoonngg  tthheemm,,  bbuutt  mmoosstt  ooff  tthheemm  aarree  ddiissoobbeeddiieenntt..''  ((iiiiii..  

110066..))  SSoo  II  hhaavvee  hhaadd  ccoommppaassssiioonn  uuppoonn  yyoouu  lleesstt  yyoouu  mmiigghhtt  bbee  aammoonngg  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  

HHeellll  wwhhoo  aarree  tthhee  wwoorrsstt  ooff  aallll  ccrreeaattuurreess,,  aanndd  II  hhaavvee  hhooppeedd  tthhaatt  bbyy  tthhee  ggrraaccee  ooff  

GGoodd  yyoouu  mmaayy  bbeeccoommee  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ttrruuee  bbeelliieevveerrss  wwiitthh  wwhhoomm  GGoodd  iiss  wweellll  pplleeaasseedd  

aanndd  tthheeyy  wwiitthh  HHiimm,,  aanndd  tthheeyy  aarree  tthhee  bbeesstt  ooff  aallll  ccrreeaattuurreess,,  aanndd  II  hhaavvee  hhooppeedd  tthhaatt  

yyoouu  wwiillll  jjooiinn  yyoouurrsseellff  ttoo  tthhaatt  rreelliiggiioonn  wwhhiicchh  iiss  tthhee  bbeesstt  ooff  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonnss  rraaiisseedd  uupp  

ffoorr  mmeenn..  BBuutt  iiff  yyoouu  rreeffuussee  aanndd  ppeerrssiisstt  iinn  yyoouurr  oobbssttiinnaaccyy,,  ccoonntteennttiioouussnneessss  aanndd  

iiggnnoorraannccee,,  yyoouurr  iinnffiiddeelliittyy  aanndd  eerrrroorr,,  aanndd  iiff  yyoouu  rreejjeecctt  mmyy  wwoorrddss  aanndd  rreeffuussee  tthhee  

ssiinncceerree  aaddvviiccee  II  hhaavvee  ooffffeerreedd  yyoouu  ((wwiitthhoouutt  llooookkiinngg  ffoorr  aannyy  tthhaannkkss  oorr  rreewwaarrdd))——

tthheenn  wwrriittee  wwhhaatteevveerr  yyoouu  wwiisshh  ttoo  ssaayy  aabboouutt  yyoouurr  rreelliiggiioonn,,  aallll  tthhaatt  yyoouu  hhoolldd  ttoo  bbee  

ttrruuee  aanndd  eessttaabblliisshheedd  bbyy  ssttrroonngg  pprrooooff,,  wwiitthhoouutt  aannyy  ffeeaarr  oorr  aapppprreehheennssiioonn,,  wwiitthhoouutt  

ccuurrttaaiillmmeenntt  ooff  yyoouurr  pprrooooffss  oorr  ccoonncceeaallmmeenntt  ooff  yyoouurr  bbeelliieeffss;;  ffoorr  II  ppuurrppoossee  oonnllyy  ttoo  

lliisstteenn  ppaattiieennttllyy  ttoo  yyoouurr  aarrgguummeennttss  aanndd  ttoo  yyiieelldd  ttoo  aanndd  aacckknnoowwlleeddggee  aallll  tthhaatt  iiss  

ccoonnvviinncciinngg  tthheerreeiinn,,  ssuubbmmiittttiinngg  wwiilllliinnggllyy  wwiitthhoouutt  rreeffuussiinngg  oorr  rreejjeeccttiinngg  oorr  ffeeaarr,,  iinn  

oorrddeerr  tthhaatt  II  mmaayy  ccoommppaarree  yyoouurr  aaccccoouunntt  aanndd  mmiinnee..  YYoouu  aarree  ffrreeee  ttoo  sseett  ffoorrtthh  yyoouurr  

ccaassee;;  bbrriinngg  ffoorrwwaarrdd  nnoo  pplleeaa  tthhaatt  ffeeaarr  pprreevveenntteedd  yyoouu  ffrroomm  mmaakkiinngg  yyoouurr  aarrgguummeennttss  

ccoommpplleettee  aanndd  tthhaatt  yyoouu  hhaadd  ttoo  ppuutt  aa  bbrriiddllee  oonn  yyoouurr  ttoonngguuee,,  ssoo  tthhaatt  yyoouu  ccoouulldd  nnoott  

ffrreeeellyy  eexxpprreessss  yyoouurr  aarrgguummeennttss..  SSoo  nnooww  yyoouu  aarree  ffrreeee  ttoo  bbrriinngg  ffoorrwwaarrdd  aallll  yyoouurr  

aarrgguummeennttss,,  tthhaatt  yyoouu  mmaayy  nnoott  aaccccuussee  mmee  ooff  pprriiddee,,  iinnjjuussttiiccee  oorr  ppaarrttiiaalliittyy  ::  ffoorr  tthhaatt  

iiss  ffaarr  ffrroomm  mmee..  

  ""  TThheerreeffoorree  bbrriinngg  ffoorrwwaarrdd  aallll  tthhee  aarrgguummeennttss  yyoouu  wwiisshh  aanndd  ssaayy  wwhhaatteevveerr  

yyoouu  pplleeaassee  aanndd  ssppeeaakk  yyoouurr  mmiinndd  ffrreeeellyy..  NNooww  tthhaatt  yyoouu  aarree  ssaaffee  aanndd  ffrreeee  ttoo  ssaayy  

wwhhaatteevveerr  yyoouu  pplleeaassee,,  aappppooiinntt  ssoommee  aarrbbiittrraattoorr  wwhhoo  wwiillll  iimmppaarrttiiaallllyy  jjuuddggee  

bbeettwweeeenn  uuss  aanndd  lleeaann  oonnllyy  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  ttrruutthh  aanndd  bbee  ffrreeee  ffrroomm  tthhee  eemmppeerryy  ooff  

ppaassssiioonn  ::  aanndd  tthhaatt  aarrbbiittrraattoorr  sshhaallll  bbee  RReeaassoonn,,  wwhheerreebbyy  GGoodd  mmaakkeess  uuss  rreessppoonnssiibbllee  

ffoorr  oouurr  oowwnn  rreewwaarrddss  aanndd  ppuunniisshhmmeennttss..  HHeerreeiinn  II  hhaavvee  ddeeaalltt  jjuussttllyy  wwiitthh  yyoouu  aanndd  

hhaavvee  ggiivveenn  yyoouu  ffuullll  sseeccuurriittyy  aanndd  aamm  rreeaaddyy  ttoo  aacccceepptt  wwhhaatteevveerr  ddeecciissiioonn  RReeaassoonn  

mmaayy  ggiivvee  ffoorr  mmee  oorr  aaggaaiinnsstt  mmee..  FFoorr  ''  tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  ccoommppuullssiioonn  iinn  rreelliiggiioonn  ''  ((iiii..  225577))  

aanndd  II  hhaavvee  oonnllyy  iinnvviitteedd  yyoouu  ttoo  aacccceepptt  oouurr  ffaaiitthh  wwiilllliinnggllyy  aanndd  ooff  yyoouurr  oowwnn  aaccccoorrdd  

aanndd  hhaavvee  ppooiinntteedd  oouutt  tthhee  hhiiddeeoouussnneessss  ooff  yyoouurr  pprreesseenntt  bbeelliieeff..  PPeeaaccee  bbee  wwiitthh  yyoouu  

aanndd  tthhee  mmeerrccyy  aanndd  bblleessssiinnggss  ooff  GGoodd!!  ""  
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  TThheerree  ccaann  bbee  vveerryy  lliittttllee  ddoouubbtt  bbuutt  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  ddooccuummeenntt  hhaass  ccoommee  ddoowwnn  ttoo  uuss  

iinn  aann  iimmppeerrffeecctt  ccoonnddiittiioonn  aanndd  hhaass  ssuuffffeerreedd  mmuuttiillaattiioonn  aatt  tthhee  hhaannddss  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  

ccooppyyiissttss  ::  tthhee  aallmmoosstt  eennttiirree  aabbsseennccee  ooff  aannyy  rreeffuuttaattiioonn  ooff  ssuucchh  ddiissttiinnccttiivveellyy  CChhrriiss--

ttiiaann  ddooccttrriinneess  aass  tthhaatt  ooff  tthhee  BBlleesssseedd  TTrriinniittyy,,  aanndd  tthhee  rreeffeerreenncceess  ttoo  ssuucchh  aattttaacckkss  ttoo  

bbee  ffoouunndd  iinn  aall--KKiinnddii''ss  rreeppllyy,,  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  iinnddiiccaattee  tthhee  eexxcciissiioonn  ooff  ssuucchh  ppaassssaaggeess  aass  

mmiigghhtt  hhaavvee  ggiivveenn  ooffffeennccee  ttoo  CChhrriissttiiaann  rreeaaddeerrss..
11
  

  

                                                           

11  SSiimmiillaarrllyy,,  tthhee  SSppaanniisshh  eeddiittoorr  ooff  tthhee  ccoonnttrroovveerrssiiaall  lleetttteerrss  tthhaatt  ppaasssseedd  bbeettwweeeenn  AAllvvaarr  ''aanndd  ''''  tthhee  ttrraannssggrreessssoorr  ""  ((aa  

CChhrriissttiiaann  ccoonnvveerrtt  ttoo  JJuuddaaiissmm)),,  aaddddss  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  nnoottee  aafftteerr  EEppiisstt..  xxvv..  ::  ""  QQuuaattuuoorrddeecciimm  iinn  hhaacc  ppaaggiinnaa  iittaa  aabbrraassaaee  

ssuunntt  lliinniiaaee,,  uutt  nneecc  vveerrbbnnmm  uunnuumm  lleeggii  ppoossssiitt..  FFoolliiuumm  ssuubbssee--qquueennss  eexxsseeccuuiitt  ppoosssseessssoorr  ccooddiicciiss,,  nnee  ttrraannssggrreessssoorriiss  

ddeelliirraammeennttaa  lleeggeerreenn--ttuurr..""  ((MMiiggnnee,,  PPaattrr..  LLaatt..,,  ttoorrmm..  ccxxxxii..  pp..  448833..)) 
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AAPPPPEENNDDIIXX  IIII..  

  

CCOONNTTRROOVVEERRSSIIAALL  LLIITTEERRAATTUURREE    BBEETTWWEEEENN    MMUUSSLLIIMMSS    AANNDD  TTHHEE    

FFOOLLLLOOWWEERRSS  OOFF  OOTTHHEERR    FFAAIITTHHSS..  

    

AALLTTHHOOUUGGHH  IIssllaamm  hhaass  hhaadd  nnoo  oorrggaanniisseedd  ssyysstteemm  ooff  pprrooppaaggaannddaa,,  nnoo  ttrraacctt  

ssoocciieettiieess  oorr  ssiimmiillaarr  aaggeenncciieess  ooff  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  wwoorrkk,,  tthheerree  hhaass  bbeeeenn  nnoo  llaacckk  ooff  

rreeaassoonneedd  pprreesseennttmmeennttss  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ttoo  uunnbbeelliieevveerrss,,  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  ttoo  CChhrriissttiiaannss  aanndd  

JJeewwss  OOff  tthheessee  iitt  iiss  nnoott  pprrooppoosseedd  ttoo  ggiivvee  aa  ddeettaaiilleedd  aaccccoouunntt  hheerree,,  bbuutt  iitt  iiss  ooff  

iimmppoorrttaannccee  ttoo  ddrraaww  aatttteennttiioonn  ttoo  tthheeiirr  eexxiisstteennccee  iiff  oonnllyy  ttoo  rreemmoovvee  tthhee  wwiiddee--sspprreeaadd  

mmiissccoonncceeppttiioonn  tthhaatt  mmaassss  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  iiss  tthhee  pprreevvaaiilliinngg  cchhaarraacctteerriissttiicc  ooff  tthhee  sspprreeaadd  

ooff  IIssllaamm  aanndd  tthhaatt  iinnddiivviidduuaall  ccoonnvviiccttiioonn  hhaass  ffoorrmmeedd  nnoo  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  pprrooppaaggaannddiisstt  

sscchheemmeess  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  mmiissssiioonnaarryy..  TThhee  bbeeggiinnnniinnggss  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  

ccoonnttrroovveerrssyy  aaggaaiinnsstt  uunnbbeelliieevveerrss  aarree  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  iittsseellff,,  bbuutt  ffrroomm  tthhee  

nniinntthh  cceennttuurryy  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  eerraa  bbeeggiinnss  aa  lloonngg  sseerriieess  ooff  ssyysstteemmaattiicc  ttrreeaattiisseess  ooff  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  AAppoollooggeettiiccss,,  wwhhiicchh  hhaass  bbeeeenn  aaccttiivveellyy  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ttoo  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  

ddaayy..  TThhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ssuucchh  wwoorrkkss  ddiirreecctteedd  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ffaarr  

mmoorree  nnuummeerroouuss  tthhaann  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  rreeffuuttaattiioonnss  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  aanndd  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  aabblleesstt  ooff  

MMuusslliimm  tthhiinnkkeerrss  hhaavvee  eemmppllooyyeedd  tthheeiirr  ppeennss  iinn  tthheeiirr  ccoommppoossiittiioonn,,  ee..gg..  AAbbuu  YYuussuuff  

bb..  IIsshhaaqq  aall--KKiinnddii  ((AA..DD..  881133--887733)),,  aall--MMaass''uuddii  ((oobb..  AA..DD..  995588)),,  IIbbnn  HHaazzmm  ((AA..DD..  999944--

11006644)),,  aall--GGhhaazzaallii  ((oobb,,  AA..DD..  11111111)),,  eettcc..  IItt  iiss  iinntteerreessttiinngg  aallssoo  ttoo  nnoottee  tthhaatt  sseevveerraall  

rreenneeggaaddeess  hhaavvee  wwrriitttteenn  aappoollooggiieess  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  cchhaannggee  ooff  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  iinn  ddeeffeennccee  ooff  tthhee  

MMuusslliimm  ccrreeeedd,,  ee..gg..  IIbbnn  JJaazzllaahh  iinn  tthhee  eelleevveenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  YYuussuuff  aall--LLuubbnnaannii  aanndd  

SShhaayykkhh  ZZiiyyaaddaahh  bb..  YYaahhyyaa  iinn  tthhee  tthhiirrtteeeenntthh,,  ''AAbbdd  AAllllaahh  bb..  ''AAbbdd  AAllllaahh  iinn  tthhee  

ffiifftteeeenntthh,,  DDaarrwweesshh  ''AAllii  iinn  tthhee  ssiixxtteeeenntthh,,  AAhhmmaadd  bb..  ''AAbbdd  AAllllaahh,,  aann  EEnngglliisshhmmaann  

bboorrnn  aatt  CCaammbbrriiddggee,,  iinn  tthhee  sseevveenntteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  eettcc..  TThheessee  llaatttteerr  wweerree  aallll  

CChhrriissttiiaannss  bbeeffoorree  tthheeiirr  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn,,  bbuutt  JJeewwiisshh  rreenneeggaaddeess  aallssoo,,  tthhoouugghh  ffeewweerr  iinn  

nnuummbbeerr,,  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aammoonngg  tthhee  aappoollooggiissttss  ooff  IIssllaamm..  IInn  IInnddiiaa,,  bbeessiiddeess  mmaannyy  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  bbooookkss  wwrriitttteenn  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  rreelliiggiioonn,,  tthheerree  iiss  aann  eennoorrmmoouuss  

nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ccoonnttrroovveerrssiiaall  wwoorrkkss  aaggaaiinnsstt  HHiinndduuiissmm  ::  aass  ttoo  wwhheetthheerr  tthhee  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  eeqquuaallllyy  aaccttiivvee  iinn  ootthheerr  hheeaatthheenn  ccoouunnttrriieess,,  II  hhaavvee  nnoo  

iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn..  

  TThhee  rreeaaddeerr  wwiillll  ffiinndd  aa  vvaasstt  ssttoorree  ooff  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  MMuusslliimm  ccoonnttrroovveerrssiiaall  

lliitteerraattuurree  iinn  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  wwrriittiinnggss  ::  MMoorriittzz  SStteeiinnsscchhnneeiiddeerr::  PPoolleemmiisscchhee  uunndd  

aappoollooggeettiisscchhee  LLiitttteerraattuurr  iinn  aarraabbiisscchheerr  SSpprraacchhee,,  zzwwiisscchheenn  MMuusslliimmeenn,,  CChhrriisstteenn  

uunndd  JJuuddeenn..  ((LLeeiippzziigg,,  11887777));;  IIggnnaazz  GGoollddzziihheerr  ::  UUbbeerr  MMuuhhaammmmeeddaanniisscchhee  PPoolleemmiikk  

ggeeggeenn  AAhhll  aall--kkiittaabb  ((ZZ..DD..MM..GG..,,  vvooll..  3322,,  pp..  334411  ffff..  11887788));;  MMaarrttiinn  SScchhrreeiinneerr::  ZZuurr  

GGeesscchhiicchhttee  ddeerr  PPoolleemmiikk  zzwwiisscchheenn  JJuuddeenn  uunndd  MMuuhhaammmmeeddaanneerrnn  ((ZZ..DD..MM..GG..,,  vvooll..  

4422,,  pp..  559911  ffff..  11888888));;  WW..  AA..  SShheedddd  ::  IIssllaamm  aanndd  tthhee  OOrriieennttaall  CChhuurrcchheess,,  pppp..  225522--33;;  

CCaarrll  GGuutteerrbboocckk::  DDeerr  IIssllaamm  iinn  LLiicchhttee  ddeerr  bbyyzzaannttiinniisscchheenn  PPoolleemmiikk..  ((BBeerrlliinn,,  11991122..))  
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AAPPPPEENNDDIIXX    IIIIII..  

  

MMUUSSLLIIMM    MMIISSSSIIOONNAARRYY    SSOOCCIIEETTIIEESS..  

    

TTHHEE  ffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  ssoocciieettiieess  ffoorr  ccaarrrryyiinngg  oonn  aa  pprrooppaaggaannddaa  iinn  aann  oorrggaanniisseedd  

aanndd  ssyysstteemmaattiicc  mmaannnneerr  iiss  aa  rreecceenntt  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  iinn  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  

IIssllaamm——aass  iinnddeeeedd  iitt  iiss  ccoommppaarraattiivveellyy  rreecceenntt  iinn  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  mmiissssiioonnss..  

SSuucchh  MMuusslliimm  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  ssoocciieettiieess  wwoouulldd  aappppeeaarr  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ffoorrmmeedd  iinn  

ccoonnsscciioouuss  iimmiittaattiioonn  ooff  ssiimmiillaarr  oorrggaanniissaattiioonnss  iinn  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  wwoorrlldd,,  aanndd  aarree  nnoott  

iinn  tthheemmsseellvveess  tthhee  mmoosstt  cchhaarraacctteerriissttiicc  eexxpprreessssiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  ssppiirriitt  iinn  

IIssllaamm..  IInn  tthhee  WWeesstteerrnn  wwoorrlldd  tthheerree  iiss  vveerryy  lliittttllee  ttoo  nnoottee..  NNoo  aatttteemmpptt  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  

bbeeeenn  mmaaddee  ttoo  ffoorrmm  ssuucchh  aa  ssoocciieettyy  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  llaatttteerr  hhaallff  ooff  tthhee  nniinneetteeeenntthh  cceennttuurryy,,  

aanndd  tthhee  eeaarrlliieesstt  eeffffoorrttss  wweerree  aatttteennddeedd  wwiitthh  lliittttllee  ssuucccceessss..  WWhheenn  HH..  MM..  SSttaannlleeyy  iinn  

11887755  uurrggeedd  iinn  tthhee  EEnngglliisshh  PPrreessss  tthhee  sseennddiinngg  ooff  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann  mmiissssiioonn  ttoo  KKiinngg  

MMuutteessaa  ooff  UUggaannddaa,,  tthhee  wwiiddee--sspprreeaadd  aatttteennttiioonn  ppaaiidd  ttoo  hhiiss  aappppeeaall  lleedd  ttoo  tthhee  

ffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  aa  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  ssoocciieettyy  iinn  CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee  ffoorr  tthhee  pprrooppaaggaattiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm  

iinn  tthhaatt  ccoouunnttrryy,,  bbuutt  nnoo  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  wweerree  eevveerr  sseenntt  ttoo  UUggaannddaa,,  

aanndd  tthhee  oouuttbbrreeaakk  ooff  tthhee  RRuussssoo--TTuurrkkiisshh  wwaarr  iinn  11887788  ddiivveerrtteedd  tthhee  aatttteennttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

TTuurrkkss  ffrroomm  aannyy  ssuucchh  eenntteerrpprriissee..
11
  AA  ssiimmiillaarr  ffaaiilluurree  ttoo  eessttaabblliisshh  oorrggaanniisseedd  

mmiissssiioonnaarryy  eeffffoorrtt  wwaass  mmaanniiffeesstteedd  wwhheenn  tthhee  AAnngglloo--EEggyyppttiiaann  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  

SSuuddaann  mmaarrkkeedd  oouutt  zzoonneess  ooff  iinnfflluueennccee  ffoorr  vvaarriioouuss  CChhrriissttiiaann  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  ssoocciieettiieess  

iinn  ddiissttrriiccttss  tthhee  nnaattiivveess  ooff  wwhhiicchh  wweerree  hheeaatthheenn;;  ssoommee  MMuusslliimmss  ooff  CCaaiirroo  ccllaaiimmeedd  

tthhaatt  aa  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  tteerrrriittoorryy  sshhoouulldd  bbee  aallllootttteedd  ttoo  tthhee  ffoolllloowweerrss  ooff  IIssllaamm;;  

wwhheerreeuuppoonn  tthhee  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  rreepplliieedd  tthhaatt  aallll  tthheeyy  hhaadd  ttoo  ddoo  wwaass  ttoo  sseenndd  tthhee  

mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  aanndd  tthhee  ssaammee  ffaacciilliittiieess  wwoouulldd  bbee  aaffffoorrddeedd  ttoo  tthheemm  aass  ttoo  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaann  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess;;  bbuutt  tthhee  nneecceessssaarryy  oorrggaanniissaattiioonn  wwaass  llaacckkiinngg  aanndd  tthhee  

mmaatttteerr  wwaass  aalllloowweedd  ttoo  ddrroopp..
  22

  IInn  11991100  SShhaayykkhh  RRaasshhiidd,,  tthhee  eeddiittoorr  ooff  aall--MMaannaarr,,  

ffoouunnddeedd  aa  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  ssoocciieettyy  iinn  CCaaiirroo,,  tthhee  oobbjjeecctt  ooff  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ttoo  eessttaabblliisshh  aa  

ccoolllleeggee  ((eennttiittlleedd  DDaarr  aall--ddaa''wwaahh  wwaa’’ll--iirrsshhaadd))  ffoorr  tthhee  ttrraaiinniinngg  ooff  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  aanndd  

aappoollooggiissttss  ffoorr  IIssllaamm,,  wwhhoo  aarree  ttoo  bbee  sseenntt  pprriimmaarriillyy  iinnttoo  hheeaatthheenn  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaann  

llaannddss,,  bbuutt  aallssoo  iinnttoo  tthhoossee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  ccoouunnttrriieess  iinn  wwhhiicchh  aatttteemmppttss  aarree  bbeeiinngg  

mmaaddee  ttoo  iinndduuccee  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaaddaannss  ttoo  aabbaannddoonn  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh..
33
  

  BBuutt  iitt  iiss  iinn  IInnddiiaa  tthhaatt  tthheerree  hhaass  bbeeeenn  tthhee  ggrreeaatteesstt  eexxppaannssiioonn  ooff  ssuucchh  

oorrggaanniissaattiioonnss..  OOnnee  ooff  tthhee  bbeesstt  oorrggaanniisseedd  ooff  tthheessee  iiss  pprroobbaabbllyy  tthhee  AAnnjjuummaann  

HHiimmaayyaatt--ii--IIssllaamm  ooff  LLaahhoorree,,  bbuutt  pprrooppaaggaannddiisstt  wwoorrkk  ffoorrmmss  oonnllyy  aa  ssmmaallll  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  

wwiiddee  ffiieelldd  ooff  iittss  aaccttiivviittiieess  aanndd  iitt  ccaannnnoott  tthheerreeffoorree  bbee  ddeessccrriibbeedd  aass  aa  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  

ssoocciieettyy  ppuurree  aanndd  ssiimmppllee..  TThhee  oorriiggiinnaall  ppuurrppoossee  ffoorr  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  AAnnjjuummaann  HHaammii  

IIssllaamm  ooff  AAjjmmeerr  wwaass  ffoouunnddeedd  wwaass  ttoo  aannsswweerr  tthhee  oobbjjeeccttiioonnss  uurrggeedd  aaggaaiinnsstt  IIssllaamm  

bbyy  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  AArryyaa  SSaammaajj,,  bbuutt  iitt  iinncclluuddeedd  aammoonngg  iittss  oobbjjeeccttss  tthhee  

                                                           

11  RRiicchhtteerr,,  pppp..  116644--55..  

22  AArrttiinn,,  pp..  3355.. 

33  TThhee  MMoosslleemm  WWoorrlldd,,  vvooll..  ii..  pp..  444411..  RR..  dduu  MM..  MM..,,  vvooll..  xxvv..  pp..  337744;;  vvoott--  xxvviiiiii--  PPPP  221166,,222244..  
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pprreeaacchhiinngg  ooff  IIssllaamm  aanndd  tthhee  pprroovviiddiinngg  ooff  ffoooodd  aanndd  ccllootthhiinngg  ttoo  nneeww  ccoonnvveerrttss..
  11

  TThhee  

AAnnjjuummaann  WWaa''zz--ii--IIssllaamm,,  aass  iittss  nnaammee  ddeennootteess,,  ccoonncceennttrraatteedd  iittss  eeffffoorrttss  oonn  tthhee  

pprreeaacchhiinngg  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  aanndd,,  wwhhiillee  MMaawwllaavvii  BBaaqqaa  HHuussaayynn  KKhhaann  ((pp..  228833))  wwaass  iittss  

SSeeccrreettaarryy,,  ppuubblliisshheedd  lliissttss  ooff  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrttss  ggaaiinneedd——aass  ddiidd  aallssoo  tthhee  AAnnjjuummaann--ii--

IIssllaamm  aanndd  tthhee  AAnnjjuummaann  TTaabblliigghh--ii--IIssllaamm  ((wwhhiicchh  aaiimmeedd  aatt  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

HHiinndduu  uunnttoouucchhaabblleess))  eessttaabblliisshheedd  iinn  HHaayyddaarraabbaadd  ((DDeeccccaann)),,  bbuutt  iitt  ddooeess  nnoott  aappppeeaarr  

tthhaatt  eeiitthheerr  ooff  tthheessee  ssoocciieettiieess  ccoonnttiinnuueess  ttoo  eexxiisstt..
  22

  AAmmoonngg  tthhee  ssoocciieettiieess  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  

bbeeeenn  eessttaabblliisshheedd  iinn  tthhee  ttwweennttiieetthh  cceennttuurryy  aarree  tthhee  MMaaddrraassaa  IIllaahhiiyyyyaatt  aatt  CCaawwnnppoorree,,  

ffoorr  tthhee  ttrraaiinniinngg  ooff  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  aanndd  tthhee  ppuubblliiccaattiioonn  ooff  ttrraaccttss  iinn  ddeeffeennccee  ooff  IIssllaamm  

aanndd  iinn  rreeffuuttaattiioonn  ooff  aattttaacckkss  mmaaddee  uuppoonn  iitt;;  aanndd  tthhee  AAnnjjuummaann  IIsshhaa''aatt  wwaa  TTaa''lliimm--ii--

IIssllaamm  aatt  BBaattaallaahh  iinn  tthhee  PPaannjjaabb,,  wwiitthh  ssiimmiillaarr  oobbjjeeccttss..  BBuutt  tthhee  llaarrggeesstt  ooff  tthheessee  

oorrggaanniissaattiioonnss  iiss  tthhee  AAnnjjuummaann  HHiiddaayyaatt  aall--IIssllaamm  ooff  DDeehhllii,,  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  aass  mmaannyy  aass  

ttwweennttyy--ffoouurr  ootthheerr  ssoocciieettiieess,,
  33

  iinn  vvaarriioouuss  ppaarrttss  ooff  IInnddiiaa,,  aarree  aaffffiilliiaatteedd;;  tthhiiss  

AAnnjjuummaann  sseennddss  oouutt  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  ttoo  pprreeaacchh  tthhee  ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  IIssllaamm  aanndd  ttoo  hhoolldd  

ccoonnttrroovveerrssiieess  wwiitthh  nnoonn--MMuusslliimmss,,  aanndd  ppuubblliisshheess  ccoonnttrroovveerrssiiaall  lliitteerraattuurree,,  

eessppeecciiaallllyy  iinn  rreeffuuttaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  aattttaacckkss  mmaaddee  bbyy  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  AArryyaa  SSaammaajj..  

  

 

  
 

                                                           

11  RRaajjppuuttaannaa  HHeerraalldd,,  AApprriill  1177,,  11888899.. 

22  MMoohhaammmmeeddaann  WWoorrlldd  ooff  TToo--ddaayy,,  pp..  118833.. 

33  AA  lliisstt  ooff  tthheessee  iiss  ggiivveenn  oonn  pp..  1199  ooff  tthhee  AAnnnnuuaall  RReeppoorrtt  ffoorr  tthhee  yyeeaarr  11332288  HH..  
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